Making Ourselves Ready
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• Reaching out to the lost in every nation with
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• Teaching other believers the “all things”
message of Christ
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Editorials . . .
Three-fold Ministry
We have emphasized many times in recent years the three-fold message and ministry of the church: namely, 1) To
reach out and evangelize the lost in every nation with the Good News that God sent His Son to redeem, forgive,
and cleanse sinners (Mt. 28.19-20); 2) To teach other believers within and without the church to “observe all
things” that Christ taught and commissioned us to teach (Eph. 4.11-16); 3) To reconcile all believers in the one
fold, and perfect the body of Christ through the “washing of water by the word” (Jn. 10.16; 11.49-52; 17.20-23;
Eph. 5.26; 2 Tim. 3.16-17).
These three aspects of our work and ministry are vitally important and must be kept and pursued. They are a
divine mandate: we have been given the “word” and “ministry” of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5.18-20). As such, we
are “labourers together with God” to fulfill the Great Commission!
This issue of the paper features the last of the Assembly messages that dealt specifically with the Assembly
theme: “The Bride and the Lamb versus the Harlot and the Beast.” It will be good to reflect once again on
the powerful three-fold message and carry it forward into 2021. We are indeed living and working in the very last
days. Accordingly, wise men and women will “lay aside every weight” and consecrate their time and energies on
the work of the Lord. “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as
his work shall be” (Rev. 22.12).

Our Primary Focus
Notwithstanding the emphasis on a three-fold ministry, we have felt impressed in recent months to focus primarily
on the first point of the ministry: to reach out to the lost and concentrate on soul-winning and revival. We simply
must accept that there is no alternative if we expect the church to grow and flourish throughout the earth and
become the glorious church we see in the prophetic Word of God. We simply must go out into the “highways
and hedges” and “compel them to come in” (Lk. 14.23). Accordingly, I want to encourage all of our pastors and
ministers to become fully equipped and armed with this vision and reach out to win the lost to Christ!

Betty Holstein Called Home
A prominent member of the Cleveland church was called home to be with the Lord on December 28, 2020. Betty
was 76 years of age. She and her sisters, Brenda and Dreama, became known throughout the church by singing the
concluding song of recent General Assemblies—“Heaven will Surely be Worth it all.” Betty is survived by her
faithful husband, Darrell, of 54 years, her sisters, and a host of nieces and nephews who knew her affectionately
as “Aunt Cootsie.” The Presiding Bishop and Pastor Anton Burnette officiated the funeral services. (See the
Presiding Bishop’s tribute on pp. 17-19).

Melvin Morrell Gone to Heaven
We received word that Melvin Morrell (90), a faithful minister and member of the Ware Shoals church in South
Carolina, went on to his heavenly reward on December 18, 2020. Brother Morrell had pastored for many years in
our former fellowship and was active in the local church at Ware Shoals until his death. His son-in-law, Wayne
Moore, and daughter Sandra are pillars of the church at Ware Shoals. Wayne is a faithful deacon.
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“And all things are of God, who hath
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ,
and hath given to us the ministry of
reconciliation”
				

Scripture quotations are taken from the King James
Version unless otherwise noted.
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–2 Cor. 5.18

“Come Hither, I Will Show Thee
The Bride, the Lamb’s Wife”
Rev. 21.9
Zachary Snyder
There’s nothing more breathtakingly beautiful than
saw myself in her eyes. Everything Kari felt—the
a bride on her wedding day. In fact, as I watched
joy, anticipation, excitement, and wonder—was
my beloved come down the aisle to meet me at the
reciprocated in me. She felt my heart beat in her.
altar, my joy and pride deepened as I contemplated
receiving her as my bride. Kari Elaine was the most
It is no wonder then that the Scriptures use the
beautiful bride I had ever seen. She made herself
imagery of an husband and wife to depict the
ready with the proper wedding attire, but her
relationship between Christ and the church—an
attractiveness went far
image carried from
beyond her outward “Here is something that is sometimes their introduction to one
attire. It was in her
another, to their betrothal
lost
in
our
Tradition
of
the
Faith:
We
eyes, her smile, her
(covenant
promise)
have
been
so
excited
about
the
bride
countenance,
and
to the Bridegroom’s
her soul, all making and her place and responsibilities preparation of a home
indelible marks on my that we fail to give due attention and in heaven, to His return
heart.
for His betrothed, to
appreciation to her Groom! As with a the
consummation
I will never forget natural marriage, the spiritual beauty and celebration of the
what it was like to see and eﬀectiveness of the wife is revealed marriage supper. In our
the double doors open
in and through her relationship with text passage we ﬁnd
into the sanctuary that
that John, after having
day, hear the “Wedding her own husband: if she is meek, loving, received a vision of
March” song begin, caring, trustworthy, and supportive, it is the horrors of the Great
and have all eyes turn seen through the life of her husband.” Tribulation period, sees
toward my bride! This
a rested and gloriﬁed
was the event for which we had long awaited and
Bride returning from the Marriage Supper of the
long prepared. I remember thinking, “Yep, she’s
Lamb with the Bridegroom leading the way. She
mine, and mine only. Zac, you did really good
had been faithful to her covenant and had made
picking her out!” The anticipation of the moment;
herself ready for the appearance of the Bridegroom
the time, eﬀort, and money spent in preparation (her
prior to His sudden return. All blemishes and spots
mother reminds us of the money quite often); and
had been removed, and perfection had been reached
the excitement of all that the future was holding
by faith and unwavering obedience to the Word and
caused the moment to be cataclysmic!
Spirit of God.
Our union was based not on my wife’s physical
beauty alone, but on a deeper quality: our love for
each other. When she looked at me, she saw me
looking at her. When she walked down the aisle, I

Here we see the church, not divided in doctrine or
by denominationalism, but united as ONE body
with ONE voice—so uniﬁed that she is depicted
also as ONE city, the City of Peace. Here the church
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is not weakened by members who are backslidden
and hindering the progress and spirituality of the
church, but rather full of the glory and power of the
Holy Ghost coming back to earth to carry out the
government of the Kingdom of God for a thousand
years! Here we see the church, not wrestling
with which direction to take in order to make her
Savior and the church known to the world, but
shinning brightly as a “city set upon a hill which
cannot be hid.” And here she comes, being led by
Christ Himself to carry out the will of God in the
Millennial Kingdom.

revealed clearly and eﬀectively in the revelation.
The Patmos apostle clearly saw Christ:
• as the eternal deity, the “Alpha and Omega,”
the “beginning and the ending,” and the
“ﬁrst and the last” (Rev. 1.8, 11; 22.13).
• as the Creator along with the Father and
Holy Ghost; the active cause and originating
agent of creation (Rev. 3.14; Col. 1.15-18).
• as the Messiah of Old Testament prophecies;
Lion of the tribe of Judah and the root of
David (Rev. 5.5).

Here is something that is sometimes lost in our
Tradition of the Faith: We have been so excited
about the bride and her place and responsibilities
that we fail to give due attention and appreciation
to her Groom! As with
a natural marriage,
the spiritual beauty
and eﬀectiveness of
the wife is revealed
in and through her
relationship with her
own husband; if she is
meek, loving, caring,
trustworthy,
and
supportive, it is seen
through the life of her
husband. The same may
be said of the husband;
when he is loving,
trustworthy,
strong,
caring, understanding,
and compassionate to
the needs of his wife, it will be seen through the life
of his wife. Sadly, too many marriages have been
destroyed because the husband was too harsh and
inconsiderate of his wife’s spiritual and physical
needs. On the other hand, the wife may be too
dominant, not knowing her place and responsibility
within the marriage, which might prompt her to
“nag the bark oﬀ a tree,” and in turn give place to
the enemy.

• as the sacriﬁcial “Lamb slain from the
foundation of the world” (Rev. 13.8).
Clearly Jesus was not “plan B” or an
afterthought of God
because other plans
didn’t work out. Jesus
was, is, and will always
be the plan of the
Almighty to heal the
divide caused by sin!
•
as the rightful
object of worship:
“Worthy is the lamb
that was slain to
receive power, and
riches, and wisdom,
and
strength,
an
honor, and glory, and
blessing” (Rev. 5.8-12).
•
as Lord and
Husband of the church
in both the Old and New Testaments
(Ezek. 16.8; 2 Cor. 11.2; Eph. 5.29-32)
• as the victorious commander of the creation
of God, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD
OF LORDS” (Rev. 19.11-16).
Thus, her beauty is NOT her beauty independent
of Him (“He will beautify the meek with
salvation”), Ps.149.4; Is. 60.13; Ezra 7.27). She is
NOT her own! She has been bought with a price.
Her beauty, which is derived from holiness, love,
faithfulness, sincerity, and truthfulness all stem
directly from her relationship with Christ and His

That being said, may we never forget that the beauty
of the Queen lies in the reﬂection of the King (cf. Ps.
45. 9-14; Jn. 15.4-5; 17.20-23). To John, Christ was
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life within her. Her beauty is NOT, never has been,
nor will be self-enhanced, not something that
comes out of a bottle or obtained with a brush, a
pencil, a ring, a necklace, or a nip here and a tuck
there. Her beauty is holiness. This is why it is
imperative that the apostle Paul’s admonition to
the church at Colossae become a distinct reality—
“Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1.27).
Truly, a group of people claiming to be the last days
church which refuses to allow the Bridegroom the
authority to rule and reign within them will never
have the honor to rule and reign with Him in the
Millennium, for it is in and through Him that we
“live, and move, and have our being” (Acts 17.28).

traditions. Now here we are sixteen years later,
bigger, with bigger issues, with members who
have no knowledge or experience with our former
fellowship or the traditions (good and bad) that
came along with it. And when something happens
that negatively affects our numbers, finances, and
spirituality, the enemy comes at us with the thought,
“Are you sure you know what you are part of?” Are
you sure that vision was from the Lord?” It’s then
we are tempted to concentrate on negatives and
disregard what is right with the church.
I am old enough to remember a time when members
of the church testified of being “saved, sanctified,
filled with the Holy Ghost, and having a vision of
the great Church of God.” Sadly, we don’t hear this
as much today. One main reason perhaps is that the
church is not preached and explained in the pulpit
as often as it should be. Many fail to encourage
the people of God to obtain that revelation from
the Lord which satisfies the question as to who
His church is. But if there has ever been a time
that we need this experience to flood our souls and
our people, it is today! With the myriad of false
doctrines and compromising spirits at work within
denominationalism luring people away from the
truth, we need a revival to bring confidence in our
identity as His “undeﬁled dove” (Song 6.9).

This state of the church that John described is easy
to grasp. In fact, many will say, “that’s the church
I believe in!” But it’s the church in its current
state and condition that is much more difficult to
weigh and appreciate. At this time we are plagued
with spots and wrinkles—perhaps we have a few
of them even in this Assembly today. At times we
are afflicted by those who violate their covenant
by objecting and rebelling against the teachings of
Christ. We have experienced the harsh reality that
some do not actually love the church of the Bible
because they hate discipline and accountability. You
cannot love the church and be independent in your
ministry or fellowship, for the covenant binds you
to the Lord and to the church. We have had those we
love and had confidence in to rise up and walk away
from us, never to look back. In fact, there may be
some among our number right now who will break
covenant and rebel against the General Assembly.

The angel acting as a revelatory agent of the Holy
Ghost said to John, “[Come here and let me show
you the Bride, the Lamb’s wife].” We need the Holy
Ghost to do the same for each one of us in this late hour.
Now is not the time to pull away from the Bride. Be
reacquainted with and resettled in the beautiful fold.

Seeing ministers fall, local churches abandoning
the faith, schisms being made, and lies being
perpetrated against the ministry, with hatred and
variance spread in the hearts of those we love, may
cause us to take a step back and look with a skewed
view of the church, a church which we have loved,
respected, and at one time clearly understood.
I heard many individuals sixteen years ago say
resolutely that Zion Assembly Church of God is
the bride of Christ. We were small and issues were
few and far between. We were like a family, all
coming from the same background with similar

I am reminded of the time in Jesus’ earthly ministry
when some of His disciples had become dissatisfied
with His teachings and had been lured away from
the fold. Jesus turned to those who remained and
asked the question, “Will you also go away?” The
answer came from deep within: “To whom shall we
go? You have the words of eternal life” (Jn. 6.68).
Saints, the same can be said of Zion Assembly
Church of God. Where else can one go to hear the
full Gospel message of One Faith, One Mind, and
One Church for all?
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“Come Hither; I Will Shew Unto Thee …
The Great Whore”
Rev. 17.1-6

Anton Burnette

The theme of this General Assembly is “The Lamb
vs. the Beast, The Bride vs. the Whore.” This points
to the natural opposition between these figures. They
cannot peacefully coexist. A bride cannot coexist
with a whore. A bride will not cohabitate with a
whore, for it defiles the home. In this message, I
want to identify the Great Whore and expose its
filthy and abominable nature.

and I was equipped to both accurately proclaim the
identity of the whore, and by contrast, the true bride
of Christ.

First, my qualifications to talk about the great
whore should be established. In my training as
an
independent
Pentecostal minister,
I started preaching
at the age of sixteen
and began conducting
state
revivals
at
seventeen.
I
am
thankful for much
of my training, but
with that being said,
it allowed me to
be exposed to the
shortcomings
and
false beliefs that are
rampant outside of
the government of the
church. While serving in the Marine Corps, I attended
a Catholic university and completed my bachelors
degree in religion along with some graduate study
courses in Catholic pastoral theology. Opportunities
arose to study the catechism and many of the
dogmas and doctrines of the Catholic Church which
further broadened and qualified my perspective on
the issue of the Great Whore. Independent religious
training and Catholic academic training proved
to be invaluable. When I received a vision of the
Bible church of God and was united by covenant to
her, it was as if all that training finally made sense,

This whore in the eyes of the world is beautiful. This
is because the world calls holy what is unholy, calls
clean what is unclean,
calls beautiful what is
ugly. To this world,
the whorish look
is beautiful, and a
modest, sober bride is
homely. The whore is
exalted and the bride
is downcast.

In this Assembly, Brother Snyder laid out for us a
vision of the beautiful bride of Christ. I will not
be describing the Bride, but the opposite figure, the
Whore. She is an ugly terrible figure.

In its simplest terms,
a whore is one that
gives pleasure for
money. She gives
enjoyment at the
basic level without
commitment. The great whore (although laden with
every sexual sin) also commits spiritual whoredom
(fornication). She sits on many waters (Rev. 17.1),
meaning peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues
(v. 15). Her desire is to set up a universal religion.
This universalism will accept all manner of evil,
under the pretense of godliness.
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This whorish system commits fornication with the
kings of the earth (v. 2) and desires political power
and union with political states. She is the religious
arm of what has been referred to as the New
World order.

The inhabitants of the earth are made drunk with
the wine of her fornication (v. 2). She prostitutes
the Word and ordinances of God. The devil, her
master, has deceived the whole world, and she is
his handmaid (12:9; 17.1-5).

She has a name upon her forehead: “Mystery,
Babylon the Great, The Mother of Harlots and
Abominations of the Earth” (v. 5).
Babylon comes from the Hebrew word for “Babel,”
meaning confusion. In the native translation it
means “gate of the gods.” This is so fitting, for
from within they believe they have a gate to God,
but in actuality it is confusion. All ungodly religious
practices are confusion which pretend to be a gate
of the gods.

She sits upon a scarlet colored beast, which has
seven heads and ten horns, and is full of the names
of blasphemy (v. 3). The Beast is a political system,
the whore that rides the beast is female, a religious
system. The harlot represents primarily religious
apostasy.

Genesis 10 details the story of Babel and how
Nimrod began his kingdom. This was a rejection
of theocracy and the beginning of an organized,
apostate religion. The religious and political world
of that time came together to build a city and tower
that would reach unto heaven. This religion is not
dependent on Christ and His Word, but on the word
and religion of men.

Seven heads are seven mountains on which the
woman sits (v. 9). These seven mountains are a
clue to identifying this religious apostate system.
Ancient Babylon, Jerusalem and Rome all sat on
seven hills. All three of these cities were centers of
apostate religion.
Revelation 17.4 describes this whore as arrayed
in purple and scarlet color. In Catholic tradition,
purple is the color of the bishops, scarlet is the color
of the cardinals. She is further decked with gold
and precious stones and pearls. This speaks of her
riches, haughtiness, and worldliness.

The whore is drunken with the blood of the saints
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus (Rev.
17.6). This is how apostasy responds when it gains
political influence and power. Apostates strike out
against anyone that attempts to lead people back
to God. They use all their power to try to keep the
Scriptures out of the hands of the people. Roman
Catholicism has a history of using its power to strike
out against true Christianity. “And in her was found
the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that
were slain upon the earth” (Rev. 18.24). “Woe to
you! For ye build the sepulchres of the prophets,
and your fathers killed them” (Luke 11.47).

The great whore has a golden cup in her hand full
of abominations and filthiness of her fornication.
The symbol of the golden cup (chalice) has been
used by Catholicism to represent the “mass,” which
is a perversion of the ordinance of communion.
Instead of being filled with purity, it is filled with
abominations and filthiness. “Woe unto you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye are like unto
whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful
outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones,
and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also appear
righteous unto men, but within ye are full of
hypocrisy and iniquity” (Mt. 23.27-28)

The Great Whore is an apostate church. Just as a
whore was once a young virgin woman who sold
herself for pleasure and money, so did the early
church fall into apostasy and whoredom for financial
gain, political power, and the pleasure of sin. This
is paramount for a proper understanding of the
church in its historical and prophetic perspective.
You cannot understand the Bible without a proper
understanding of certain teachings. The Bible
remains a locked book without certain keys that
unlock the mysteries of the book.

This Great Whore is described in Rev. 18 as:
●
●
●
●
●

Habitation of devils - v. 2
Hold of every foul spirit - v. 2
Cage of every unclean and hateful bird - v. 2
Violent, murderous - v. 21; see also 17.6
Full of sorceries to deceive all nations - v. 23
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One of the keys is that the church is a physical,
corporate institution: a visible body of believers
formed and incorporated by covenant.

The beast system and the whore are in control of
the mainstream media, social media, entertainment
industry, and all major forms of mass communication.
The media is being used to infiltrate and indoctrinate.
It is being used to spread a false gospel declaring
light as darkness and darkness as light.

The church is capable of defecting. What this means
is that the church is liable to defect, error, and failure.
The Roman Catholic Church’s enticement of naive
Protestants is that she claims to be the historical
church and is indefectible. She claims apostolic
succession back to the early church. That of course
is not true, but nevertheless, has beguiled millions
of believers. Apostasy always breaks the chain
of succession, and the church ceases to function
as the church. The Bride cannot be maintained in
whoredom and abominations. The whorish system
ceases to be the betrothed bride.

This Babylon has its roots in Babel. This one world
system of religion—humanistic selfism—attempted
to build a tower to heaven (Gen. 11). United in
its rebellion against the true God, they built on
confusion, and their punishment was just that, God
confused their language.
When looking at Catholicism, examine the titles
given its Popes: His Holiness, Bishop of Rome,
Vicar of Jesus Christ, Successor of the Prince of the
Apostles, Supreme Pontiff of the Universal Church,
Primate of Italy, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the
Roman Province, Sovereign of the State of Vatican
City, Servant of the Servants of God. These titles
proudly display in their own meanings the names
of blasphemy. This Supreme Pontiff or Pontifex
Maximus was the head of the college of priests in
ancient pagan Rome, and then carried forward this
apostate, pagan form to create Roman Catholicism.

The whore in Rev. 17 is not going to come back
again to become the bride. She is rejected. Her fate
is settled! Believers must come out of the apostate
system. It is senseless and futile to dress up a whore
system and try to make her the bride (Prov. 11.22).
Come out!
For example, we know that in AD 325, the early
church finally apostatized with the abandonment
of theocracy by replacing Christ as the Head of the
church with the political leader Constantine. This
is the history of the Catholic Church. The Catholic
Church is not going to be restored. Neither is any
apostate denominational structure going to be
corporately restored. Adherents of these groups
must repent and come out of these groups and be
joined to God’s church (Rev. 18.4; 19.7-8).

Pagan Babylon morphs into “Christian” Rome.
“And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed
into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great
thing if his ministers also be transformed as
the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall
be according to their works” (2 Cor. 11.1415; see also Jer. 2.21-22). Roman priests are
transformers. They come in sheep’s clothing while
inwardly, they are ravenous wolves (Mt. 7.15).

There is nothing new under the sun. We can look
at history and see the manifestations of whorish,
apostate religion. We have Judaism and Catholicism
as examples of whorish corruptions of the true
religion.
Judaism is to the Old Testament what Catholicism
is to the New Testament—apostate harlotry.
Christianity is the religion of the Old and New
Testaments. Roman Catholicism and Judaism are
antichrist religious systems. Both have rejected
the true and living Christ. Today these systems
are preparing to line up in the last days with the
developing antichrist system.

The Roman Catholic priesthood has seemingly
become a bastion for fornicators, homosexuals, and
child molesters. This is partly due to their practice
of forced celibacy for priests. 1 Tim. 4.1-2 refers
to the apostate practice of forbidding marriage as a
“doctrine of devils.”
The Roman Catholic practice of exalting and praying
to saints, along with Mary being the mediatrix with
special ability to forgive sin and mediate for God,
is idolatry.
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Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address
Section V

Wade H. Phillips

Stand up to Satan!

His name” (Ex. 19.5-6; Deut. 4.20; 7.6; 26.18-19;
Is. 2.2-3; 1 Pet. 2.9): a people who are in the world
but not of the world (Jn. 15.18-19; 17.15-19); who
are subject to the authority of Christ, rather than
the devil; a people whose orientation for life comes
from above, not from below; who are heavenly, not
earthly (Col. 1.12-22; Heb. 11.13-16; 12.2; Jas. 3.15).

There has been since the fall of man an ever-present
fear of being different—of being ostracized,
marginalized, and “spoken evil of” by society for
identifying with the true Christ. Those infected with
this fear are the “fearful and unbelieving” whom
the apostle predicts will
ultimately “have their
part in the lake of fire”
(Rev. 21.8). This fear is
equivalent with being
ashamed of the Lord
for being who He truly
is in holiness and truth
and in His righteous
judgments and teachings
(Mk. 8.38; Lu. 12.8-9).
The apostle Paul thus
admonished Timothy:
“For God has not given
us the spirit of fear; but
of power . . . Be not thou
therefore ashamed of
the testimony of our Lord . . . but be thou partaker
of the afflictions of the gospel according to the
power of God” (2 Tim. 1.7-8).

Be not deceived brethren:
Satan and his followers
hate God and His church
(cf. Rev. 12.1-6, 13-17;
Lu. 6.22-23; Jn. 7.7;
15.18-19) because the
church is empowered to
evangelize and convert
the world to Christ and
enlarge His kingdom,
which, as a matter of
course,
diminishes
proportionately Satan’s
kingdom
and
his
influence in the world!
We are therefore always
in this present age in a state of war with Satan and
his forces. Let this always be borne in mind. For
“We wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places” (Eph. 6.12).

This “spirit of fear” is a demonic intimidation against
being identified with the Lord in His holiness and
truth (Mt. 10.22-28; 24.9-10; Rev. 21.8; Ex. 23.2).
Satan is presently the “god of this world” (2 Cor.
4.4), “the prince and power of the air” (Jn. 12.31;
Eph. 2.2), and as such, desires to control everyone
in it, including all of us here today. He craves our
adoration, praise, and worship (Is. 14.12-14; Mt.
4.9), and despises the very idea that God has called
out, empowered, and exalted a “peculiar people for

A church here in Cleveland about a month ago posted
on its billboard along the highway the following
quip, “Run from Satan, walk with Christ.” But
this concept is found nowhere in the Scriptures. It
is quite the opposite. Jesus, more than anyone else,
10

Subtle Tactics of Charlatans

taught us to stand up to Satan. When the devil comes
around, Jesus taught us by example to say to him,
“Get thee behind me Satan.” And He empowered
us to “cast him out” (Lk. 11.20-22; see also 1 Pet.
5.8; Rev. 12.9-10). Elsewhere, we are admonished
by the apostles to “Give [no] place to the devil.”
“Resist the devil and he will flee from you,” and
again, “. . . stand against the wiles of the devil”
(Jas. 4.7; 1 Pet. 5.9; Eph. 6.11). “Resist” means to
fight and wrestle. We are therefore to put Satan on
the run—make him “flee!” But in any case, you
cannot outrun Satan. He moves at the speed of light,
to and fro and up and down in the earth (Job. 1.7,
2.1; Lk. 10.18; 1 Pet. 5.7-8). Besides, how can you
walk with Jesus if you are running from Satan!
You cannot walk while you are running! Not even
Forrest Gump could do that!

Modern-day charlatans exaggerate accounts of
“healings” and “miracles” in their meetings to
authenticate or gain credibility for their message
and ministry. For if these tricksters can convince
their hearers that God is at work among them in
their pretentious claims and demonstrations, then it
follows He must be approving also of their overall
lifestyle, which in many cases is steeped in sin and
tainted with the works of the flesh. Indeed, with few
exceptions, these charlatans embrace their sinfulness
on the ground of the doctrine of the “Finished
Work” of Christ, the heretical teaching that Christ
not only died for our past sins, but for sins we must
necessarily commit presently and will continue to
commit going forward. Many under the influence
of this false teaching thus pray, “And Lord forgive
me of the sins I’m going to commit.” They thus
anticipate their sinning, and so more easily and
readily perform it. Tragically this doctrine gives
credence and life to a weak [unsanctified] believer’s
propensity to sin, and thus tends, either wittingly or
unwittingly, to justify a sinning disposition!

“Ministers of Satan”
“For such are false apostles, deceitful
workers, transforming themselves into
the apostles of Christ. And no marvel;
for Satan himself is transformed into an
angel of light. Therefore it is no great
thing if his ministers also be transformed
as the ministers of righteousness; whose
end shall be according to their works” (2
Cor. 11.13-15).

“Sinning Christians?”
Denial of the Present Remedy for the
Sin Problem
According to this heresy, there is therefore no
remedy for sin in this present life. All believers
remain sinners until they die, becoming saints only
in glorification, in the resurrection. So, the more
these deceivers make it appear that God is at work
among them, the more they can claim that their
fellowships and ministries, which deny a present
cure for the sin problem, are blessed by the Lord
and their teachings approved by Him.

Satan’s ministers are diligent about their business.
They are deceivers and seductive but energetic and
persuasive. “And many shall be deceived . . . [and]
follow their pernicious ways” (cf. Mt. 24.4-5, 11,
24; 2 Pet 2.1-3). They are crafty and cunning, full of
deceit and possessed with the spirit of bewitchment.
As such, we could classify them as “theological
sorcerers,” for they mix truth with ancient pagan
errors and twist the Scriptures to force them to agree
with their fleshly and corruptible minds (note Gal.
1.6-9; 3.1-3; Col. 2.4, 8, 15, 18-19; 2 Pet. 2.1-22;
Jude 3-16; Rev. 2.8-9; 12-14, 20-24; 9.21; 18.23;
21.8; 22.15; see also Acts 8.9-11; 13.6-12; et al.).
We must therefore resist the devil at every turn and
in every quarter!

It follows then, also, that their exaltation of grace
and mercy (at the expense of obedience and practical
holiness) is a perversion of truth and cover-up for
the on-going sinfulness of their souls; for again,
they boldly testify and proclaim that Christians are
bound by sin, that there is no immediate remedy
for the sin problem in this present age, not even the
11

The so-called “prosperity preachers” of the
“health and wealth gospel” and their followers
dream of and hope for lots of money in the bank
[IRAs, 401ks, CDs] and new homes in the “Beverly
Hills” of this world—gated communities in suburbia,
luxury cars and yachts, precious jewels, diamonds,
and pearls, with fine silks, satins, and fashionable
attire. Politically, they dream of a social utopia with
Medicare for all, free college education, long life
through science and chemistry, happiness, unbridled
personal freedoms, social security, and national
tranquility. This is their message, but it is nothing
more than a modern version of the “American
Dream” couched in the trappings of fashionable
religion. It is an expectation of something like our
Christian Millennium, but without having to meet
the spiritual qualifications and moral standards. It is
a slick, slippery religion; “cheap grace”; superficial
faith without biblical foundation!

blood of Christ. By denying the immediate power
and effect of sanctification as an instantaneous,
second definite work of grace, they boldly confess,
often with a sense of jubilation, that they are
“sinners saved by grace”! Further, to be consistent
with their perversion of the Gospel, they force and
twist the Scriptures to create “another gospel.” For
if there is no immediate remedy for the sin condition
through grace and faith “in this present world,” then
the only hope is in death and the resurrection—in
glorification. Believers, accordingly, must continue
to live in sin while they are in this world.
The teachings of Christ and the apostles in the New
Testament plainly contradict this heresy. The Bible’s
answer for sin is the regenerating and sanctifying
blood of Jesus now “in this present world [age]”
(Titus 2.12-15; 1 Jn. 1.5-10; 2.3-6, 15-17; 3.3-10),
in this present moment! We are thus saved from our
sins, not in our sins. Jesus came to “take away”
our sins, not just forgive them (Mt. 1.21; Jn. 1.29).
Our physical death is not therefore the answer for
sin, but rather the quickening power of the Holy
Spirit operating in us on the basis of faith in the
death and resurrection of Christ; for through Him
our souls are presently quickened to newness of
life, sanctified by His empowering grace, and made
“to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Rom.
6.1-7; Gal. 2.20; 5.24; 6.14-16; Eph. 1.3; 2.6, 10;
3.16-21; Col. 3.1-6). Faith in the immediate power
of Christ to transform a sinner into a saint is the
answer (Rom. 6.7, 11-18; 1 Cor. 1.2; 2 Cor. 1.1;
5.17; 1 Thess. 5.23; 2 Thess. 2.13; Heb. 10.14,
19-23, 26-27; 12.14-17; 13.12-15; 1 Pet. 1.2;
1 Jn. 5.4, 18-19; et al): for there is joy, power,
strength, deliverance, cleansing, healing, hope,
prophetic expectation, regeneration, sanctification,
and glorious liberty in faith (Heb. 11.1-36)!

In Zion Assembly we “preach Christ, and him
crucified,” and desire fellowship with Him even in
His sufferings (Phil. 3.10; Rom. 8.17; 2 Cor. 4.8-11).
Like the apostles, we have learned to glory and take
pleasure in afflictions and infirmities, counting it all
joy to suffer with Christ for the sake of the Gospel
(2 Cor. 6.4; 12.5, 7-11; Col. 1.24; 2 Tim. 1.8; 4.5;
Heb. 10.33; 11.25; 1 Pet. 5.9; Jas. 1.2; 5.10-11, 13;
et al). When the apostle Paul called upon the Lord
to be delivered from a “thorn in the flesh,” which a
messenger of Satan had inflicted upon him, the Lord
did not remove it, but said, “My grace is sufficient for
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness”
(2 Cor. 12.9). And with that understanding, the
apostle declared, “. . . Most gladly therefore will
I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure
in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for
when I am weak then am I strong” (vv. 9-10).

Idolatry of Money wrapped in the
“American Dream”

The so-called “prosperity gospel” and “health and
wealth” deception is a by-product of the “American
Dream,” a dream first conceived by the Founding
Fathers of America, but in the twentieth century
and since has been perverted by liberals and
hedonists. It is a myth embraced today by a great
many deceivers—men and women who love riches,

The deceivers preach a humanly conceived
“dream,” whereas in Zion Assembly we
preach the prophetic “vision” of the Gospel.
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material things, and the so-called “good life.” They
are driven by gain and self-indulgence; and though
they may deny it, they fully prove by their actions
that they idolize money, and the things money can
buy. Many can be seen and heard speaking of riches
and earthly treasures with a breath of worship and
reverent veneration.

which can never have enough, and they
are shepherds that cannot understand:
they all look to their own way, every one
for his gain, from his quarter” (Is. 56.1011; but see Prov. 15.27; 1 Tim. 3.3, 8).
We should neither desire nor seek for material
riches and the fading glory of mere temporal
success. These are dreams and aspirations hatched
in fleshly desires, not divine revelation, nor are they
born of godly impressions. The inspired palmist
wrote: “Delight thyself also in the LORD; and [He
will] give thee the desires of thine heart” (Ps. 37.4;
see also Job. 22.21-28; Is. 58.14). See, when you
delight yourself in the Lord, your desires change;
your thoughts are turned from earthly things to
eternal, heavenly things, for you then have the
mind of Christ, and your desires become one with
His (1 Cor. 2.1-16; Phil. 2.5-8).

Knowing the power and danger of mammon, Paul
said, “But thou, O man of God, flee these things
. . .” (1 Tim. 6.11). Jesus pleaded with His people
during His ministry on earth, saying,
“But lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
do not break through nor steal: For
where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also. Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth, where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
break through and steal” (Mt. 6.20-21).

Our Prophetic Worldview
Contrasted with the ‘American Dream’
and Civil Rights movement

The apostle John wrote:
“Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world. And the world passeth away, and
the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will
of God abideth for ever” (1 Jn. 2.15-17).

We are not looking therefore for mansions here in
this world, but for blessings laid up for us in New
Jerusalem, in heavenly places, in the new heavens
and new earth! Martin Luther King Jr. preached
and embraced a dream that could not come true in
this world, for as the old saying goes, “you cannot
squeeze blood out of a turnip.” However noble Dr.
King’s ideas and however good his intentions, they
were misplaced in time and space; for the honor
of fulfilling such noble ideals as he envisioned
are reserved for Christ at His second coming.
You cannot transmogrify what God has ordained
in His eternal counsels in heaven and make them
the norm on earth in this present age. You cannot
give to America what belongs exclusively to God’s
church, nor superimpose the glory of the church on
America (Ex. 19.5-8; Ps. 46.4-5; 87.1-3; Is. 9.6-7;
Eph. 5.27; 1 Tim. 3.15; 1 Pet. 2.9; Rev. 19.7-8; 21.2,
9-10; et al). Hate and anger and wrath cannot be
civilized; racial prejudices cannot be transformed
into love, nor even modified through education and
human legislation no more than you can mix bitter
water with sweet and hope the result turns out all

The dream of riches and success in this world
misled and afflicted many of God’s prophets and
people in the Old Testament, and the lust for things
was almost always at the expense of the Lord’s
work and the building of His house (Hag. 2.2-5).
The Lord moved upon the prophet Isaiah to reprove
ministers who were blinded by “the deceivableness
of riches” in his day. The prophet wrote:
“His watchmen are blind: they are all
ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they
cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving
to slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs
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sweet; contrariwise, all is made bitter. What Dr.
King hoped for can be fulfilled not by a civil society
or political nation, but only by God’s church, and
that not fully in this present age. The Civil Rights
dream, like the “American Dream,” is therefore
a pipe dream: it consists in the ideals of human
and racial equality, personal freedoms, happiness,
material prosperity, peace on earth, etc.—things
that will be realized only in God’s kingdom and His
church, and ultimately only after Jesus returns to
earth and “[subdues His enemies and all things
unto himself],” then “delivers up the kingdom” to
the Father and subjects all to Him so “that God may
be all in all” (1 Cor. 15.24-28).

teaching and training our ministers to proclaim the
same prophetic vision preached by the patriarchs,
prophets, and elders in the Bible, not the American
Dream nor a Civil Rights dream; for these “dreams”
are illusions of men for this present age, whereas
the prophetic vision gives us “hope” for the next
world, and, correspondingly, sustains us through
the tribulations, persecutions, and sufferings of this
present age.
Now observe, brethren: You cannot have universal
equality, peace, unbounded liberties, material
prosperity, happiness, tranquility, etc., in this present
age, for the great majority of men choose to remain
bound under the blinding power of Satan—“the
god of this world”— and consequently have been
made “subject to vanity” (Rom. 3.23; 5.12; 8.1923). On the contrary, we are forewarned to expect
wars and rumors of wars, tribulation, persecution,
physical calamities, famines, suffering, economic
depression and collapses, pestilences, waves
of false prophets with powerful and deceptive
enchantments, and an ever-spreading human
depravity and moral decadence (Mt. 24.1-24; 1
Tim. 4.1-3; 2 Tim. 3.1-8; 2 Pet. 3.2-4; et al). We
are forewarned in fact that “evil men and seducers
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being
deceived” (2 Tim. 3.13; 4.3-4; 2 Pet. 3.2-7).

Well, you might say, we are just trying to make
everyone more civil and the world a better place
in which to live. But see, brethren, our mission [or
commission] is not to try to transform this present
world through politics and civility into a utopia; for
God has already ordained a plan for that purpose in
the next world, and ultimately in the creation of a
new heavens and new earth! Further, it will happen
only through His wondrous power and infinite
wisdom, not civilization!
Our mission therefore must focus on converting
people to Christ—to make them new creatures in
Christ Jesus and to teach and lead them into holiness,
into the sanctified life; to baptize them and to teach
them the “all things” of Christ and prepare them to
qualify for the world to come! And, to the degree
that we succeed in our evangelization of the world
and overall mission, our converts will in due course
become better and more useful citizens in the various
nations in which they live and work. In this way,
God will be praised and glorified, not men (Rom.
16.27; 1 Cor. 3.4-7, 21; 1 Tim. 1.17; Jude 1.25)!

We should not be surprised therefore if the
corruption of original sin, the “old man,” with his
desires and fleshly works—hate, malice, wrath,
racial prejudices, biases of every evil sort, envy,
greed, jealousy, strife, intemperance, drunkenness,
evil addictions, slothfulness, lewdness, and various
forms of sexual immorality—increases throughout
the earth and rules the lives and actions of the
“children of disobedience” (Mt. 24.12; Rom. 5.1219; Eph. 2.2; 5.6; Col. 3.6; 2 Tim. 3.1-6; et al.). Jesus
warned plainly, saying, that in the very last days
“iniquity shall abound.” Neither the “American
Dream” nor the “Civil Rights” movement can
transform men into the likeness of Christ and
produce a better world. For according to the laws
of fallen nature, the world is not evolving into
something better; rather sin is ever increasing and
spiraling downward, ever-degenerating mankind.
Only the kingdom of God ruling in the hearts of

We do not dream therefore of a better world through
“civil rights, material prosperity, a universal
healthcare system, a purified water system, a
controlled environmental system, nor a more
powerful military, etc. Rather we envision a world
to come prepared for us by Christ in the heavens (Jn.
14.1-3; 2 Pet. 3.10-15): a vision of a God-ordained
inheritance in glory! (Mt. 19.29; 25.34; Lu. 12.3234; Heb. 11.8-27; 2 Pet. 1.10-11; Rev. 21.7). We are
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the country, but you cannot take the country out
of the boy.” Let it be fixed in our minds therefore
that the miraculous recreation of sinful men into
the image of Christ is essentially the work of Holy
Spirit and the only hope for any nation. And that
miraculous work happens only through grace and
saving faith on the part of the believer (Jn. 1.13; 3.
3-8; Eph. 2.8, 10; 1 Jn. 3.9; 4.7; 5.1, 4, 18).

believers born-anew by the grace of God can
produce a better, more glorious world—a new [or
renewed] world that will take form beginning with
the Lord’s second coming, a world in which Satan
will be bound a thousand years and afterward “cast
into the lake of ﬁre” (Rev. 20.1-2, 10)!
“Preach Christ . . .”

The hopes and expectations for a utopia on earth in
this age is a pipe dream, for that kind of glorious
world is ordained in the eternal counsels of God as a
future reward for the righteous and will be ultimately
fulfilled only by Christ beginning at His second
coming. The influence of God’s church, made up of
born-again and sanctified men and women—“the
salt of the earth”—may make this world a better
place at “sundry times” and in various places: but
make no mistake, Satan is “the god of [this present
age],” and as such, this world will remain universally
corrupt until Christ appears in glory to establish
peace and to rule and reign on earth with His saints
for a thousand years. Meanwhile, the church in this
present world is set apart as God’s shining light and
beacon of hope—“a city set on a hill” proclaiming
the “Good News” and encouraging men to repent
and to “lay up treasures [for themselves] in heaven
. . . For where your treasure is, there will be your
heart also” (Mt. 6.19-21; see also Is. 60.1-3; Mt.
5.14; Phil. 2.15).

We therefore preach Christ, and Him crucified, and
raised on the third day! A glorious Christ exalted by
our heavenly Father to share His throne on high (1
Cor. 1.26-31; Phil. 2.5-11), who also is coming again
to redeem and rescue His people and ordain them to
rule and reign with Him on the earth for a thousand
years (1 Thess. 4.16-18; Rev. 19.1-16; 20.1-7). We
thus boldly proclaim His saving and transforming
power. Neither America nor any nation can be great
when sinners and the ungodly are in charge, ruling
and reigning (Ps. 33.12; Prov. 11.10; 14.34; 28.12,
28; 29.2; Esther 8.15-17). America’s greatness
in the past was grounded almost entirely on the
basis that her leaders and people worshipped God
and honored His Word. “Righteousness [exalts]
a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.”
And again, “Blessed is the nation whose God is
the Lord!” Nor can America or any nation become
great except by repentance and reconciliation to the
God of the Bible.

This is the God-ordained message of Zion Assembly,
and this message must inform and condition our
hearts and expectations and every aspect of our
ministry!

“If My people, which are called by MY
name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek My face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and
will heal their land” 2 Chron. 7:14).

“Seeing then that all these things shall
be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation
and godliness, Looking for and hasting
unto the coming of the day of God,
wherein the heavens being on ﬁre shall
be dissolved, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless
we, according to his promise, look for
new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness” (2 Pet. 3. 11-13).

Be not deceived, brethren, you cannot turn hate
into love through politics or civil rights, nor by
voting, protesting, filibustering, political posturing,
and chicanery. Nor can politicians elevate their
constituents to higher moral standards on the basis
of secular education and humanistic values. Simply
put, civility cannot produce the righteousness
of God! This could not happen any more than an
“Ethiopian [could] change his skin, or the leopard
his spots” (Jer. 13.23). “You can take the boy out of
15

“I Will Shew . . . the Whore” cont’d from p. 9

This Great Whore does not stand alone. She is
a mother, a mother of harlot daughters. These
harlot daughters can be found in denominational
systems and independent ministries: every religious
system that rejects the theocratic government of
the true church. The ministers of these institutions
(even if they are personally true Christians) are
institutionally pulpit prostitutes working outside of
God’s design and call. To them we say, “come out”!

the incarnation, the physical resurrection, the
real ascension, and the literal second coming
of Christ. They reject that Christ came in
the flesh (1 Jn. 4.2-3). We see this false
worldview today in the rejection of marriage,
family, gender distinction, nations, and race.
“Avoid profane and vain babblings, and
oppositions of science (gnosis, knowledge)
falsely so called” (1 Tim. 6.20).

These harlot daughters are mini versions of their
mother. They all desire to be like their mother,
though they may disagree doctrinally, much like a
dysfunctional family. The invisible church myth,
which has wreaked havoc among Christians,
arose as a reaction during the Reformation. Many
Protestants including many Pentecostals can hardly
wait to be reunited with their mother. The Roman
Catholic Church and her whorish daughters have
continually tried to form a one-world religion based
on compromise.

Paganism - Paganism holds to many Gods
and many ways to God. Today, you can
believe in almost any way to God, as long as
you don’t believe there is only ONE way to
God. Of course there’s only one God and one
way to God, Jesus Christ. Pagans “changed
the glory of the uncorruptible God into an
image made like to corruptible man, and to
birds, and fourfooted beasts and creeping
things” (Rom. 1.23).
Revelation 18.4 - “Come out of her, my people.”

“Little children, it is the last time: and as ye
have heard that antichrist shall come, even
now are there many antichrists; whereby
we know that it is the last time” (1 Jn. 2.18).

All Christians will hear two calls in their Christian
experience:
1. Come out of her (the Great Whore and her
daughters)

Many antichrist views in the New Testament church
are still around today. These false views are still
prevalent:

2. Unite yourself by covenant with the true
church (the church of the Bible)

Judaism - This heresy was the reason for
the first General Assembly in Acts 15. They
subvert souls (Acts 15.24). “Beware of
dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of
the concision” (Phil. 3.2). The antichrist
apostate religion of Judaism arose during the
Babylonian captivity and is contained in the
writings of the Babylonian Talmud. After
Judaism rejected Christ, they (Judaizers)
infiltrated the church and subverted many
believers.

You cannot have it both ways. The only way to
come out of the whorish system is to be joined
with the true Bride, not to another denomination or
independent ministry. They who say they left the
whore but remain in a denomination are still related
to the Mother of Harlots. Now it is time to come out
of the whorish system and come into God’s church.
In fulfillment of the prayer of Jesus Christ, there
will be a visible union of true believers (Jn. 10.16;
17.20-23; Eph. 4.11-16). All true believers are
going to hear the call, and God’s people are going
to come out of Babylon and be joined to His body
with Christ as the head.

Gnosticism - The new age movement is old
heresy. Gnostics proclaim to have access
to an esoteric spiritual knowledge. They
reject the physical realm and explain it as an
illusion. Due to this, they reject things like
16

Tribute to Betty Holstein
Wade H. Phillips

(Note: see Editorials for details of her life and funeral service)

“O taste and see that the Lord is good:
blessed is the man that trusteth in Him” (Ps. 34.8)
This text immediately came to mind when
Brother Holstein asked me to officiate Betty’s funeral
and preach her homegoing. The psalmist expresses
what Betty did as a young girl back there in the
mountains of West Virginia about sixty years ago.
She heard the Gospel preached, her heart was touched,
she repented and received an appetite to seek after the
Lord. God gave her at that critical moment a desire to
“taste” the Lord and “see that [He] is good.”
To “taste” is an analogical and poetic way
of saying, “experience God!” The same is true with
the admonition to “see that the Lord is good.” Our
bodily senses—sight, hearing, taste,
smell, and touch—enable our souls
to communicate with and relate
to the material world around us.
But since God is an invisible and
immaterial Being, a Spirit (Jn. 1.18;
4.24; 1 Tim. 1.17; et al), we cannot
experience and know God through
our bodily senses. Thus believers
“walk by faith, and not by sight” (2
Cor. 5.7), that is, faith enables us to
receive divine revelation and to walk
by spiritual insight and discernment.
The bodily senses are used in Scripture to
show by analogy how our spirits [rather than our
bodies] are enabled to commune with God regarding
spiritual things; for being created with a soul and spirit
in the image and likeness of God, we communicate
and interrelate with God and one another as saints
on a higher, spiritual level, in contrast to animals
and lower forms of life that can relate only to one
another through bodily sensations (Gen. 1.26-27;
2.7; Jn. 4.24; Heb. 4.12). (Accordingly, animals do
not worship nor know God, and neither do sinners
who have been deformed and blinded by sin! They
therefore “grope in darkness,” Deut. 28.29; Job 5.14)
This is what Jesus meant in referring to the blind
religious leaders of His day, as having “eyes and [yet]

see not,” and “ears and [yet] hear not” (Mt. 13.1317); and what Paul meant in saying that men can
be “past feeling” (Eph. 4.19), that is, past having a
genuine feeling in their soul and heart, and, as such,
be “turned over” to a reprobate mind—to a spirit of
unbelief and disobedience (Rom. 1.28; 2 Tim. 3.8).
“O taste and see that the Lord is good” means
to perceive through your “inner man,” to discern
and understand God with your heart. See, God can
be known and understood only through the mediation
of Christ and the Holy Ghost. “[No man knows the
Father, except the Son,] and he to whomsoever the
Son will reveal Him” (Mt. 11.27;
Lu. 10.22), and again, “no man
can say that Jesus is the Lord, but
by the Holy Ghost” (1 Cor. 12.3).
The incomparable Job knew
this and wrote thousands of years
ago, saying, “But there is a spirit
in [men]: and the inspiration
of the Almighty giveth them
understanding” (Job 32.8). The
apostle Paul is more explicit, saying,
But God hath revealed them
unto us by his Spirit: for the
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God. For what man knoweth
the things of a man, save the spirit of man
which is in him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now
we have received, not the spirit of the world,
but the spirit which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us
of God. Which things also we speak, not in
the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing
spiritual things with spiritual. But the
natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto
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him: neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2.10-14).

gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost”
and continued steadfastly in His love (Heb.6.4-5).
Those who are truly regenerated and Spiritfilled often in worship are made to transcend the
bodily level of existence. They transcend the natural
and are made to “sit in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus” (Eph. 1.4; 2.6). Like the apostle Paul, they may
sometimes be “caught up” in the Spirit into paradise
and “hear unspeakable words” (2 Cor. 12.4). Like
John, they may be called up to a higher plane by
angels and blessed to get a glimpse of the glorious
City of God (Rev. 21.2, 9-10). Through the Spirit,
we may see visions and dream dreams! (Joel 2.28;
Acts 2.17). Indeed, all true believers are presently
translated through the Spirit into the kingdom of His
dear Son (Col. 1.13)
Betty had this kind of experience with God. We
say she has departed this present world to go to another
world, but see, she had already experienced that world
to come; she had already tasted of it and smelled it
and touched it! She often on her journey through this
world was “made to sit together in heavenly places
in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 1.4; 2.6). She tasted, drank,
ate, and feasted on the spiritual things of God.
All these sensual terms are metaphors for the
spiritual things of God—“spiritual meat.” When Jesus’
disciples expressed concern for Him ministering so
long without eating, He said, “I have meat that you
know not of.” This is why heaven, and heavenly glory
here and now, is spoken of as a “feast of fat things.”
(Is. 25.6-7).
Betty had a thirst and hunger for the things
of God and was “filled with all the fulness of
God” (Eph. 1.22-23; 3.19-21). She was baptized—
immersed—into the very life of God through the
Holy Ghost. Many people today go through rituals
and traditions and vain exercises of religion, and yet
are far away from knowing God and being known by
Him! Accordingly, many will hear Him say on the day
of judgment, “Depart from me, I never knew you!”

See, the nature of God is different than
created things. For the world is made of chemicals
and molecules, but God is a Spirit (Jn. 4.24). You
can’t discover God through science and empirical
evidence—nor through geography nor a thousand
other categories of academic studies. The Russian
cosmonaut in the 1960s orbited several times around
the earth in deep outer space and boasted that he did
not see the Christian God anywhere. But I assure you,
however, God saw him!
In our text passage, two of the five bodily
senses are mentioned—taste and sight—to show that
we may perceive [discern] and understand God, and
thus to be able to know Him through the Holy Ghost
(1 Cor. 2.1-16; Jn. 14.26; 15.26; 16.12-15).
See, deep within our being as humans—in
our “inner man”—we have a set of inner senses
(Lu. 11.39; Rom. 7.22; 2 Cor. 4.16; 7.15; Eph. 3.16).
Paul refers to these inner senses as “bowels”—2 Cor.
6.12; Phil. 1.8; Col. 3.12. In the deep love between
Christ and the church in the Song of Solomon, the
bride thus says, “. . . my bowels were moved for
him.” We have inner eyes capable of seeing God
(“blessed are the meek, for they shall see God”);
inner ears capable of “hearing God” (Rom. 10.17; 1
Cor. 2.9-10); inner hearts capable of “feeling God”
and “knowing God” (Rom. 10.9-10), inner nostrils
capable of smelling the sweet aroma of genuine praise
and worship (Gen 8.21; 27.27-28; Eph. 5.2, and cp.
Song 5.5-6, 13; Num. 7.14, 86; 16.7, 17; Mal. 1.11).
Men have souls and are therefore capable of
“feeling after God” on a higher spiritual plane in
contrast with a sensual level (Acts 17.27; see also
vv. 24-31); and, likewise, through Christ God can be
“touched with the feeling of our infirmities” (Heb.
4.15). In the instance of the woman healed of the issue
of blood, Jesus said: “Who touched me?” But He
apparently did not mean who touched me physically
or touched my clothes, for many were bumping up
against him and touching Him physically. Rather He
“felt virtue go of Him,” and thus “knew in himself”
that this woman had touched Him with her heart
through faith (Mk. 5.30).
Betty was [and is] in fellowship with all
those who down through the centuries were “once
enlightened,” and “[had] tasted the good word of God,
and the powers of the world to come” and “the heavenly
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Betty drank from the Fountain of Life; ate Bread from
Heaven (manna)—which God had “rained down
upon them” (Ps. 78.24). She saw THE LIGHT of
God, and her spirit was illuminated by the power of
God! She heard down through the years that “sound
from heaven” which the 120 had heard on the day
of Pentecost in the Upper Room; she had on many
occasions felt the “rushing mighty wind” of the Holy
Ghost poured out upon God’s people. She tasted the
honeycomb of God’s Word and the sweetness of His

righteous judgments [again “sweetness” analogy],
and in the words of David, found them to be desired
more than fine gold (Ps. 19.9-10).
Like the saints in the “church in the
wilderness” under Moses, she ate “angel’s food”
(Ps. 78.25). And, according to the implied spiritual
meaning of Jesus’ words in Jn. 6.53, she also “[ate]
the flesh of the Son of Man and drank His blood”:
that is to say, she breathed in and received into her
inner person the very life of Christ through the Holy
Ghost! Sadly, many teach that this verse means the
literal flesh and blood of Christ, but of course it should
not be taken literally any more than bread and manna
spoken of in vv. 48-51; rather the spiritual essence of
Christ is signified: His eternal life was infused by the
Holy Spirit into her life!
Note: Eating the so-called Eucharistic wafer
can do no more for a person than the manna did for
the Hebrews in the “church in the wilderness.” Jesus
said, “your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness
and are dead!” (v. 49). “I am the bread of life. This
is that bread which cometh down from heaven, that
a man may eat thereof and not die. I am the living
bread”—not a piece of dough made out of flour!
Paul speaks along these same lines very
plainly, saying: “If then ye be risen with Christ, seek
those things which are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God. For ye are dead and your
life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is
our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with
him in glory” (Col. 3.1-4).
Betty was bold in her faith, not ashamed
of the testimony of Christ and His glorious Gospel.
There are far too many in the common churches
today who are like the Sadducees in the NT, for they
are manifestly religious but have never tasted the
Lord, nor felt His power nor known His love and
holiness. In answer to the Sadducees’ contentions
and doubting questions, Jesus said, “ye do err not
knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God” (Mt.
22.29). Another sect in the NT, the Pharisees, were
also extremely religious but did not personally know
the Lord. They were strict in their observances of the
law and religious traditions, but had no knowledge of
the new birth in Christ through the Holy Spirit, being
blinded by Satan regarding the Gospel and the deep
things of God! (note Nicodemus in Jn. 3.1-8). Jesus
thus warned His disciples, saying, “That except your
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter the
kingdom of heaven (Mt. 5.20).

Betty had lived for many years in Elyria, Ohio
and united with God’s church there in that city—and
was a faithful and fruitful member. That is where I
got saved in 1967 and where Darrell, Betty, and I
first became acquainted. It was a holiness-Pentecostal
church, in the true sense of those terms. I mean the
people lived holy lives and quite often shouted and
spoke in tongues and quaked under the power of God.
It was not unusual to see and hear a Spirit-filled saint
rise from his/her seat, and with hands raised to heaven,
loudly praise and glorify God; nor to see one inspired
and moved by the Spirit of the Lord take off running
around the sanctuary, sometimes lapping it two or
three times. Nor was it unusual during one of those
occasions to see a large part of the congregation jump
up and follow the first one, all waving and clapping
their hands and praising the Lord. On one occasion
I recall the neighbors complaining, accusing us of
making too much noise and disturbing the peace. Our
wise pastor at that time, Grady Cox, took the police
officer through the congregation and showed him
several babies that were perfectly at peace and fast
asleep amidst the singing and jumping and shouting.
The police officer just nodded his head [as if he were
satisfied with the explanation] and left. But to this day,
I’m still not quite sure if he was really convinced that
we were good and sane people, and the complainants
just grouchy neighbors, or if he was just in a hurry to
get out of there before the Spirit began to move him.
One last thing should be said to round out,
what in my observation, made Betty an outstanding
witness for the Lord and a jewel in the house of God:
She joined the church, accepted its government and
divine order, got in the harness with the Lord and
her fellow members, and took upon herself churchly
duties and responsibilities that all sincere and genuine
believers naturally do! This gave real gravity and
power to her testimony. Her witness was thus not
hollow and hypocritical, but rang with sincerity and
truth. In the words of James, she was thus a “doer of
the word, and not a hearer only.” She was no longer,
in contrast with the vast majority of mere professing
believers, just a spectator—just one back in the crowd
somewhere watching the stars up front on the stage
perform. She was integrated into the body of Christ,
assimilated in the work of the Lord. She committed
herself and came under the God-ordained government
and authority of the church. As such, she was fruitful
and beneficial to Christ and the church.
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