
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
A steward has the oversight of another person’s property.  He himself has no 
ownership.  Instead, he manages the business for the owner.  Nevertheless, the 
steward is paid to oversee the assets as if the business was his very own.  In today’s 
lesson, we will consider our responsibility as stewards in God’s house. 
 
Key Verse 
“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Co. 4:2). 
 
Lesson Summary 
We are members of God’s church.  We belong to the church and have identity in the 
church, being members of Christ’s body; but the church is indeed God’s church, not 
ours.  With this in mind, instead of seeing ourselves as owners of the church, we 
should see ourselves as caretakers – stewards in the house of God with God-given 
responsibilities.  In Luke 16:1-2, Jesus taught about a steward whose performance 
was called into question by his lord.  The rich man said to his steward, “Give an 
account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer steward” (v. 2).  He was 
not fulfilling his obligation to his lord.  Stewards bear the responsibility for that 
which has been entrusted to them.  In other words, they are accountable to their lord 
(boss, superior, master) and are therefore held responsible for the quality of their 
service.  The apostle Paul wrote about this personal accountability, saying, 
“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Co. 4:2).  
Faithfulness is the primary responsibility of any steward.  Faithfulness is a spiritual 
virtue and discipline that affects every part of our lives from the least to the greatest 
of matters (Lu. 16:10).  It is like a spiritual thread woven throughout the fabric of 
one’s life.  Therefore, faithfulness literally impacts every area of our living, 
including finances.  Some people think finances are off-limits, that the church 
should say nothing in regard to how Christians spend their money.  However, the 
Bible teaches the principle of faithfulness in tithing and giving, not only in the Old 
Testament but also in the New (Ge. 28:20-22; Nu. 18:21-28; Ma. 3:10; Mt. 23:23; 
Lu. 11:42; 6:38; 2 Co. 9:6-9).  It has been said, “If you want to measure a man’s 
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commitment to God, look at his pocketbook.”  In other words, how does he spend 
his money?  Generally speaking, the focus and habits of his spending will indicate 
his “god.”  Jesus taught us to be faithful when it comes to money (Lu. 16:11), 
particularly when we are stewards of another’s wealth (v. 12).  On this note, we 
should remember that we have received everything from the Lord.  He has blessed 
us and entrusted us with “this world’s good” (Mt. 25:14-21; 1 Jn. 3:17).  In fact, we 
are not our own, but we are bought with a price – the precious blood of Jesus Christ 
(1 Co. 6:19-20; Ac. 20:28).  Everything we are and everything we have belong to 
God.  Let us be faithful stewards with all that God has entrusted to us. 
 
Scripture Study 
Accountability – Lu. 16:1-2; 1 Co. 4:1-2 
Faithfulness – Lu. 16:10-12; Mt. 25:14-21; 1 Jn. 3:17 
Tithing and Giving – Ge. 28:20-22; Nu. 18:21-28; Ma. 3:10; Mt. 23:23; Lu. 11:42; 
6:38; 2 Co. 9:6-9 
 
Conclusion 
Members should be faithful stewards in tithes and offerings.  The mission and 
ministries of the church cannot function to their fullest potential without adequate 
financial support.  However, the Lord has provided the necessary means for the 
church and its ministries through the faithful tithing and giving of its members.  
When members are faithful stewards, the work of the church progresses. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
Volunteers anyone?  Even worldly systems understand the value of volunteerism.  
Civic organizations depend heavily on the service of their volunteers.  Also, public 
schools use their organized groups and clubs to encourage and promote community 
service through student volunteers who receive no remuneration.  Educators want 
students to grasp the benefits of volunteering their time and talents.  Through this 
effort, they are striving to reinforce good citizenship and community involvement.  
If the world sees the importance of volunteerism, how much more should we 
volunteer and serve in the mission and ministries of the church. 
  
Key Verse 
“For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have 
showed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister” 
(He. 6:10). 
 
Lesson Summary 
As members of God’s church, what is our duty?  We are servants of the Lord.  By 
his own life and example, Jesus taught us to serve one another selflessly.  When he 
washed his disciples’ feet, he gave us an unmistakable pattern to follow (Jn. 13:1-
17).  He did not place himself above others, towering over them with his authority, 
but rather he placed himself as a servant among his disciples (Lu. 22:24-27).  Jesus 
said, “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many” (Mk. 10:45).  Following his example, we should 
be willing to deny ourselves and minister to the needs of others (1 Jn. 3:16).  Of 
course, this will require us to make necessary sacrifices.  Without question, Jesus 
was Lord and Master, yet he made himself a servant and ministered to others, so 
that we also would know how to be faithful servants (Jn. 13:12-14).  Therefore, we 
are not called to follow Christ in order to be served, but rather we are called to serve 
the Lord and to minister in his house.  Service is our duty (Lu. 17:7-10).  As 
members, we should always be looking for ways to contribute to the success of the 
church, which includes its ministry, outreach, and mission.  We should ask 
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ourselves, “What can I do to help the church move forward in its ministry and 
mission?  How can I serve in God’s house?”  Certainly, we all need ministry.  
However, when members move from merely receiving ministry to giving ministry, 
then the church really moves forward.  When Jesus sent forth the twelve disciples, 
having empowered them to cast out demons and to heal the sick and diseased, he 
commanded them: “And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye 
have received, freely give” (Mt. 10:1-8).  What a tremendous responsibility!  The 
lost and dying, and the bound and oppressed need someone to help them.  The 
sending of the twelve speaks to the sending of the church today.  We have this same 
responsibility to go into all of the world, not only to preach, but also to heal, give 
life, and bring deliverance.  Jesus said, “Freely ye have received, freely give” (v. 8).  
As God’s church, we are called and sent forth to give out what Christ has freely 
given to us, without expecting to receive anything in return.  This is the basis of 
volunteerism: realizing that we have the God-given responsibility and ability to give 
to others in Jesus’ name; but we should not require remuneration for what we do, 
for God himself will reward us one day (He. 6:10; Lu. 14:12-14). 
 
Scripture Study 
Service – Jn. 13:1-17; Lu. 22:24-27; Mk. 10:45; 1 Jn. 3:16; Lu. 17:7-10 
Volunteerism – Mt. 10:1-8; He. 6:10; Lu. 14:12-14 
 
Conclusion 
The church moves on the feet of volunteers who serve and give of their time and 
talents.  We therefore need a volunteer spirit in the church in which members are 
ready and willing to serve in its mission and ministries.  Indeed, the church has 
always depended on qualified volunteers.  However, regardless of a person’s 
ability, he should make his service available; otherwise, the church will not be 
edified by his membership in the body.  Let us then all seek to serve! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
In today’s lesson, we will emphasize the importance of discipleship and spiritual 
formation.  By discipleship and spiritual formation, we mean the spiritual 
development of a believer through practicing the disciplines of the faith.  Members 
should feel the personal responsibility to grow in their relationship with the Lord.  
However, spiritual growth does not happen accidentally.  Each member must 
intentionally cultivate his relationship with the Lord through the disciplines of Bible 
study, prayer, worship, and the fundamentals of the faith. 
  
Key Verse 
“But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  To 
him be glory both now and for ever.  Amen” (2 Pe. 3:18). 
 
Lesson Summary 
In Zion Assembly, we have gifted and anointed pastors, teachers, and worship 
leaders.  They serve in the church to build up the spirituality of the body (Ep. 4:11-
12).  Certainly, church members should avail themselves of all organized 
opportunities for discipleship provided by the church (see lesson entitled “Church 
Attendance”).  As the church gathers together for regular Bible study, prayer, and 
worship, the corporate body experiences spiritual growth, not to mention numerical 
growth (Ac. 2:42, 46-47).  More specifically, individual members also grow and 
develop through the corporate life and growth of the body (Ep. 4:16).  Essentially, 
the spiritual benefits we receive depend on our willingness to give into the ministry 
and to invest ourselves in others.  In fact, we grow not only through being 
ministered to, but also by ministering to other members of the body.  Of course, the 
church strongly encourages and provides for spiritual growth through regular 
meetings of its members, but the church does not forcibly impose discipleship upon 
any.  Instead, spirituality is a personal responsibility and obligation for all members.  
Each member should feel the need to grow spiritually.  Therefore, spirituality 
should go deeper than corporate gatherings, such as church services.  It should build 
upon individual, personal discipleship.  As members commit themselves to 

“Spiritual Growth” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies              “Responsibilities of Membership” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald  
 

March 21, 2021 Church Membership Student Guide 



personal, spiritual growth through Bible study, prayer, and worship, their 
participation in the corporate life of the church will become even more spiritually 
enriching.  Personal Bible reading and study provide the spiritual food and 
nourishment for continual growth in the Lord.  The apostle Peter emphasized this 
point, saying, “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby: If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious” (1 Pe. 2:2-3).  
Certainly, as Christians, we will not experience spiritual life and growth apart from 
the word of God (Job 23:12; Mt. 4:4; Jn. 6:63).  In addition, prayer is also an 
essential key to spiritual growth – a sort of spiritual lifeline for every believer.  
Through Spirit-filled praying, we build up our faith in the Lord (Jude 20).  The 
Biblical admonitions to pray always and without ceasing confirm that prayer should 
extend into daily, private life in addition to the routine gatherings of the church for 
corporate prayer (Ep. 6:18; 1 Th. 5:17).  Finally, believers should worship the Lord, 
both in and out of church services.  Worship should therefore be a way of life for 
every member of the church.  Singing, rejoicing, and giving of thanks should all be 
a part of daily life (Ep. 5:19-20; Ph. 4:4; 1 Th. 5:16, 18).  Why?  For the Lord is 
worthy (Re. 4:11)! 
 
Scripture Study 
Corporate and individual growth – Ep. 4:11-12; Ac. 2:42, 46-47; Ep. 4:16 
Bible study – 1 Pe. 2:2-3; Job 23:12; Mt. 4:4; Jn. 6:63 
Prayer – Jude 20; Ep. 6:18; 1 Th. 5:17 
Worship – Ep. 5:19-20; Ph. 4:4; 1 Th. 5:16, 18; Re. 4:11 
 
Conclusion 
The aim and expectation of the church for every member is spiritual growth and 
development.  By committing ourselves to discipleship and giving emphasis to 
personal as well as public Bible study, prayer, and worship, we will experience 
growth. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
The writer to the Hebrews compelled the saints: “Follow peace with all men, and 
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord: Looking diligently lest any man 
fail of the grace of God” (He. 12:14-15).  Holiness is inward purity expressed 
through our words and actions.  Our hearts must first be purified (sanctified), and 
then we must live pure outwardly (holiness).  Holiness is therefore a spiritual 
attribute that every believer must follow and pursue in order to be holy (1 Pe. 1:13-
16).  As members of the church, we should obtain and maintain inward purity 
(sanctification), and we should also cultivate and practice outward purity in our 
living (a life of practical holiness). 
  
Key Verse 
“But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation” (1 Pe. 1:15). 
 
Lesson Summary 
By grace through faith in Jesus Christ, God sanctifies us inwardly, but then we must 
walk in holiness by the grace of God.  As we develop spiritually and grow in the 
knowledge of God’s word, we should continue to pursue holiness, even perfecting 
(completing, fulfilling) holiness in our lives.  The apostle Paul declared, “Having 
therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 Co. 7:1).  
Accordingly, holiness is the personal responsibility of every member in God’s 
church.  Despite the opinion of some, holiness is not automatically sustained in the 
believer, but it is a spiritual state that must be guarded and maintained.  The 
admonition of the Scriptures is very clear on this point, that we have a personal and 
corporate responsibility to keep ourselves holy to the Lord.  The apostle John 
admonished the saints to keep themselves from the world, warning them, “Love not 
the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him” (1 Jn. 2:15).  As Christians, we unavoidably live in 
a worldly system built up all around us.  Our challenge is how to live in the world 
without loving the world and “all that is in the world” (v. 16).  The apostle Paul 
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pled with the saints that they “be not conformed to this world,” saying, “Present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God” (Ro. 12:1-2).  He also 
wrote to the church at Thessalonica about holiness, saying, “And the very God of 
peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Th. 5:23).  The 
Lord desires for his church to be a wholly sanctified people in spirit, soul, and body.  
However, he cannot perfect us in holiness unless we do our part.  Paul first said, 
“Abstain from all appearance of evil” (v. 22).  We must guard ourselves against 
anything that could defile our relationship with Jesus Christ.  We should also avoid 
anything that could damage our influence within the church or our witness outside 
the church.   Only as we keep ourselves from the world can we walk in holiness of 
life and be a wholly sanctified people.  In fact, James identified this as an indicator 
of true religion: “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To 
visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted 
from the world” (Ja. 1:27).  Finally, Paul also explained holiness in terms of 
“denying ungodliness and worldly lusts” (Tit. 2:12).  Only through such denial 
may we pursue God’s holiness “in this present world” and be a “peculiar people, 
zealous of good works” (vv. 12-14).   
 
Scripture Study 
Do not love the world – 1 Jn. 2:15-17 
Do not be conformed to the world – Ro. 12:1-2 
Abstain from all appearance of evil – 1 Th. 5:22-24 
Keep oneself unspotted from the world – Ja. 1:27 
Deny ungodliness and worldly lusts – Tit. 2:12-14 
 
Conclusion 
Holiness is the personal responsibility of every member in Zion Assembly.  
Holiness is God’s standard for his people (1 Pe. 1:16; He. 12:14).  It is a mark or 
sign of God’s church (Ps. 93:5).  The church that Jesus Christ established will 
pursue holiness until she is perfected and glorious in his sight (Ep. 5:26-27). 
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