
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
By whose rule and under what authority do you live?  True Christians must come 
under the authority of God’s word.  Born again believers must live by Christ’s rule.  
Jesus said, “It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
of God” (Lu. 4:4; De. 8:3).  Although personal convictions may be perfectly fine, 
they can never replace the truths of God’s word that lead us to eternal life through 
Jesus Christ (1 Th. 2:13; 2 Th. 2:13; 2 Ti. 3:15).  Sadly, many who like the idea of 
being a Christian are less enthusiastic when it comes to the doctrine and teachings 
of the Scriptures.  But to be God’s church, we must be willing to accept the whole 
counsel of the word of God (Ac. 20:27).   
 
Key Verse 
“And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word of God” (Lu. 4:4). 
 
Lesson Summary 
In Zion Assembly Church of God, we qualify ourselves for church membership by 
accepting the Bible as God’s holy word.  We simply cannot be God’s people and 
have his favor unless we accept his authoritative word.  The book of Jeremiah 
contains an interesting story that makes this point.  After Jerusalem was ransacked 
and the people of Judah were carried away as captives into Babylon by King 
Nebuchadnezzar, the remnant who remained in the land of Judah came to the 
prophet Jeremiah, needing to hear the word of the Lord.  They said to Jeremiah, 
“The Lord be a true and faithful witness between us, if we do not even according to 
all things for the which the Lord thy God shall send thee to us.  Whether it be good, 
or whether it be evil, we will obey the voice of the Lord our God, to whom we send 
thee; that it may be well with us, when we obey the voice of the Lord our God” (Je. 
42:5-6).  But when the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah (v. 7), the people did not 
like what they heard, and they accused Jeremiah of lying and deceiving them (43:1-
3).  Unfortunately, they rejected his words and did exactly opposite to what they 
pledged, disobeying the word of the Lord to their own demise (42:15-17; 43:7).  
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Sadly, this is the case with many “sincere” people today.  As professing Christians, 
they profess to “accept the word of God,” yet they are unwilling to believe and 
practice the actual truths of God’s word.  They declare that the Bible is God’s word, 
but they are not ready to embrace the truths contained in the book.  As Jesus 
explained, “For when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word,” they 
are offended (Mt. 13:21).  However, we must be willing to pay the cost of true 
discipleship.  Accepting God’s word means believing and accepting Biblical 
teachings, whether we find them compatible with our lives or not.  Accepting God’s 
word also means putting these truths into practice in our daily living.  Many 
“Christians” keep themselves ignorant of God’s word.  They choose to be “Sunday 
morning Christians,” popping in for a quick worship experience and a brief word 
from the Lord, but they fail to avail themselves of Bible study, especially in the 
context of the church body.  How can a person be qualified for membership in the 
church if he/she is disinterested in knowing the doctrine of Christ and the church?  
Certainly, an individual cannot believe and practice the word of God unless he first 
embraces the truths that the Bible actually teaches (Ro. 10:16-17; He. 4:2).  Thus, 
we qualify ourselves for membership in the church by our willingness to learn and 
grow up in the Word (2 Ti. 2:15; He. 5:12).  Church members should have a 
teachable spirit, ready for instruction, and be willing to go deeper in the knowledge 
and practice of God’s word (Pr. 1:7). 
 
Scripture Study 
Accept – Je. 42:1-7, 15-17; 43:1-7; Mt. 13:5-6, 20-21 
Believe and practice – Ro. 10:16-17; He. 4:2; 2 Ti. 2:15; He. 5:12; Pr. 1:7 
 
Conclusion 
To be a member of the church, an individual believer should be willing to accept 
(believe and practice) the Bible as God’s word, for how can we be God’s church if 
we refuse the authority of his word in our lives?  Of course, we should remember 
that new church members, particularly new converts, have much to learn from those 
over them in the Lord.  Therefore, the qualification of membership is not knowing 
everything there is to know in the Bible, but the willingness and readiness to learn 
about God’s word and then to accept and practice its teachings rightly divided. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
How important is spiritual unity to the church?  Is it really necessary for us to have 
unity within our fellowship?  In today’s lesson, we will see that unity is actually a 
qualification for being a member of the church.  An organization without the unity 
of the Spirit cannot fulfill God’s purpose for the church. 
 
Key Verse 
“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ep. 4:3). 
 
Lesson Summary 
We live in an egocentric world where individuals are self-assertive and demand 
their own rights.  Often, the prevailing attitude is that absolutely nobody is going to 
tell me what to do and infringe on my personal privileges.   But such thinking 
reflects a carnal, worldly-minded point of view.  A self-centered attitude works 
against the very purpose of being God’s church because the church serves to unite 
believers in one (Ep. 4:1-6).  In Colossians 3:12-15, the apostle Paul emphasized a 
list of spiritual virtues necessary for the unity of believers: mercy, kindness, 
humility, meekness, longsuffering, forbearance, forgiveness, love, and peace.  Why 
did Paul emphasize these virtues of unity when writing to the church in Colossae?  
He explained, “Ye are called in one body” (v. 15).  Unity expresses a relationship 
of oneness.  We are not called to division but rather to unity in Christ.  
“Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit” is necessary for being one body and 
functioning as one.  Unity is fundamental to and consistent with the nature of the 
church itself.  In fact, without love and unity, God’s church cannot exist but will fall 
into ruin, just as a marriage will fall into ruin without love and unity (Ga. 5:14-15).  
Therefore, to receive members into the church who are disagreeable is building on a 
foundation of sand.  Candidates for membership should be agreeable with the 
church.  For the apostle Paul wrote, “So we, being many, are one body in Christ, 
and every one members one of another” (Ro. 12:5).  When we become members of 
the church, we never stop being individuals.  However, in becoming members, we 
are called out of our individualism into a corporate identity in order to form the one 
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body of Christ.  This requires the spirit of unity – the willingness to find agreement, 
to pursue unity, and to preserve it among us.  How can two walk together unless 
they have agreement (Am. 3:3)?  David exclaimed, “Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Ps. 133:1).  Our unity begins 
with one’s individual relationship with God and then extends one to another.  We 
must first walk in unity with God and then with one another in Christ.  When a 
believer becomes a member of Zion Assembly, he becomes a part of the body by a 
verbal covenant.  In making the covenant, he is agreeing to “walk together” with 
other members to honor Christ who has called us into one body.  Although a 
minister of the church administers the verbal covenant of membership, we are 
nevertheless brought “into one body” by the work of the Holy Ghost (1 Co. 12:12-
13).  This covenant is a confirmation of the Spirit’s work in the life of the believer.  
Paul explained this incorporation as a spiritual baptism (not water baptism or the 
baptism with the Holy Ghost).  That is, God’s Spirit works in our lives, convicting, 
teaching, illuminating, guiding, and directing us in the Word of God in order to 
bring us all into one body in Christ.  Thus, the unity of the saints is a primary work 
and focus of the Spirit (Jn. 17:21-22).  The Spirit of God leads all of the children of 
God in the same direction to reach one destination, that is, into the one fellowship 
of Christ’s body to be perfected and completed in Christ (Ep. 4:13).  Zion Assembly 
is committed to this vision of oneness in Christ. 
 
Scripture Study 
Called to unity – Ep. 4:1-6; Co. 3:12-15; Ga. 5:14-15 
Agreement – Ro. 12:5; Am. 3:3; Ps. 133:1;  
Into one body – 1 Co. 12:12-13; Jn. 17:21-22; Ep. 4:13 
 
Conclusion 
In Zion Assembly, we understand a primary purpose of the church is to unify the 
people of God in the love and truth of God’s Word and Spirit.  Because of this, 
members should be willing and able to follow spiritual leadership, submit to one 
another, and to build relationships of mutual love and respect.  In other words, 
members should have an agreeable, cooperative spirit, working with the 
government and order of the church. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
When we become members of Zion Assembly, we commit ourselves to a solemn 
obligation – a verbal covenant of membership.  We understand that our 
commitment is not only to Christ but also to one another as members of the same 
body.  Are you committed to Christ and his church? 
 
Key Verse 
“For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth 
the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?” (Lu. 14:28). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Commitment is a primary qualification for membership in Zion Assembly.  The 
church is extremely important to Jesus Christ.  He is committed to his body, 
building and establishing the church in these last days.  The church is his espoused 
bride.  He “sanctifies, nourishes, and cherishes” her (Ep. 5:26-32).  Believers who 
covenant with the church but don’t take seriously the obligation of membership 
have a fundamental misunderstanding of what it means to be God’s church.  
Therefore, a believer should not become a member of the church until he has first 
counted the cost of true discipleship (Lu. 14:25-33), remembering that Jesus denied 
himself, suffered, sacrificed all, and shed his own blood in order to purchase the 
church (Mk. 10:32-34; Ac. 20:28).  The church literally cost him everything, even 
his very life.  Likewise, building the church today will require self-denial and a 
deep commitment on our part.  When we covenant to walk together as one body, we 
promise, “to the best of our knowledge and ability.”  That is, each believer is 
responsible to do his best to walk in the light of the Gospel.  He should be 
committed not only to Christ but also to the church and all it represents.  As a part 
of the body, each member contributes to the healthy functioning and growth of the 
corporate church – “being members one of another.”  As such, membership in the 
church is in no way static.  Quite the contrary, membership is based on covenantal 
relationship as opposed to a static, lifeless creed.  We are committed to Christ and 
his body not merely to a set of standards or to a fixed institution; for the church is a 
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dynamic, growing, Spirit-filled body of believers who manifest the very life and 
teachings of Christ, the Savior and head of the body (Ep. 4:15-16; 5:23, 30; Co. 
2:19).  Why should we be deeply committed to the church?  As Christ’s body, the 
church represents him in the world today.  We exist to bear his light and manifest 
his glory to the world (Mt. 5:14-16; Ep. 5:8; Jn. 17:18, 22).  As members of his 
body, we should reflect Christ’s discipline and way of life in all we say and do, so 
that when people look to the church, they will see and hear Christ through us.  We 
should be dedicated, consecrated Christians, following the Lord wholeheartedly.  
Therefore when we join the church, we are committing ourselves to be model 
representatives of Christ, and to glorify the Lord through our godly conversation 
and behavior (Ph. 1:27; 1 Pe. 1:15; 2:12).  Should members of God’s church be 
committed to anything less? 
 
Scripture Study 
Count the cost – Ep. 5:26-32; Lu. 14:25-33; Mk. 10:32-34; Ac. 20:28 
Committed to Christ and his body – Ep. 4:15-16; 5:23, 30; Co. 2:19 
Representatives of Christ – Mt. 5:14-16; Ep. 5:8; Jn. 17:18, 22; Ph. 1:27; 1 Pe. 1:15; 
2:12 
 
Conclusion 
What kind of body do we want Zion Assembly to be?  The quality of the church 
depends on our willingness to qualify ourselves as church members.  In Zion, we do 
not want to keep anyone from being a member, for that would be counterproductive 
to the growth and fulfilling of our mission.  But we do want our members to be 
committed to our understanding of God’s church and its mission in the world. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
A church member may ask, “Does it really matter if I miss church services?  Does 
anyone actually notice my absence?”  The answer is, “Yes, absolutely!”  No one 
else can fill your shoes, for the Lord has “set the members every one of them in the 
body, as it hath pleased him” (1 Co. 12:18).  Every member should seek to fill 
his/her place in the body, and this begins with faithful church attendance. 
 
Key Verse 
“One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
inquire in his temple” (Ps. 27:4). 
 
Lesson Summary 
When a believer becomes a member of the church by covenant, certain expectations 
and responsibilities come with that commitment.  Members should support the 
church and one another by their faithful church attendance.  Nothing else we do can 
ever replace our being present to support the church and its ministry.  At bedrock, 
the church is people, and we need each other.  When any one member is absent, the 
whole body feels the difference, just as the body knows when its least member, like 
a fingernail, is missing.  It has been said, “Every member counts one.”  Although 
church members often underrate their value, every member is important to the 
overall success and achievement of the body (1 Co. 12:21-25).  So how important is 
church attendance?  Most people give top priority to their employment and 
occupation, and they should.  However, because of the spiritual and eternal benefits 
of being in God’s house, being faithful in church attendance is even more important 
than daily reporting for one’s secular job.  In fact, if people would take their church 
attendance as seriously as their attendance at work, the church would be much 
stronger in its mission and ministry.  Consider the admonition of Hebrews 10:23-
26.  The writer stresses the impact of church attendance on the members of the 
body.  As followers of Christ, we either keep moving forward in the Lord or we 
begin to back up.  We must “hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering . 
. . For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
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there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins” (vv. 23, 26).  Many negative influences 
will confront us as we serve the Lord – temptations, trials, and sufferings in various 
forms.  For these reasons, we need the strength and safety that come through 
faithful church attendance.  The writer says, “Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of some is” (v. 25).  How does church attendance 
help us to hold fast our profession?  When we assemble together we accomplish 
three things that strengthen the members of the body.  First, we “consider one 
another” (v. 24).  Essentially, when we come together we are being mindful of one 
another.  Likewise, when we neglect our assembling, we are being neglectful of 
each other.  Thus, we can see how faithfulness in attendance strengthens the church.  
Second, when we assemble, we come together “to provoke unto love and to good 
works” (v. 24).  We do not provoke in any negative sense, such as using sharp 
words, but we provoke each other in a positive sense to continue in faithfulness 
(“love and good works”).  Finally, when we assemble, we come together to exhort 
and encourage each other in the faith.  The writer stresses the need to do this more 
and more unto the coming of the Lord, not less and less (v. 25).  Clearly, every 
member should do his best to be faithful in church attendance, not only for what he 
can receive, but even more for what he can contribute to the overall strength of the 
body. 
 
Scripture Study 
The importance of every member – 1 Co. 12:21-25 
The impact of church attendance – He. 10:23-26 
 
Conclusion 
In regard to love, an old saying goes, “Absence makes the heart grow fonder.”  But 
as far as church attendance goes, absence does not make one’s heart grow fonder.  
Rather, it leads toward lukewarm spirituality and disconnection from the body.  If 
you give the enemy an inch, he will take a foot.  We must not budge from our 
faithful attendance, lest we give Satan a foothold in our lives. 
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