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Editorials . . .
Laboring Together to Reach the Nations
With the ‘All Things’ Message
[“He makes] . . . His Ministers a Flame of Fire”
“Who also hath made us able ministers of the New Testament”
We trust that all our pastors and churches are still in full swing for the October World Mission Drive. There is no
work more noble and in harmony with the divine purpose than that of missions. Accordingly, we can count on the
anointing and enablement of the Lord to help us fulfill the Great Commission. We are fully convinced that He will
strengthen us against evil principalities and powers to rescue lost souls in every nation, all of whom are entangled
in the strongholds of Satan. It is a joyous and victorious feeling to see a lost soul repent and be transformed by the
grace of God into the kingdom of Christ (Col. 1.13)—to be raised out of darkness into the marvelous light of the
Gospel. And it is just as thrilling and gratifying to witness the spiritual growth of believers who have been won
to the prophetic vision of the church and are being perfected in the glorious image of Christ (Ps. 45.9-15; 87.1-3;
Song. 6.8-12; Is. 60.5; 62.5; Jer. 50.5; Ezek. 16.8-12; Rom. 8.29; 2 Cor. 3.17-18; Eph. 4.11-16; Col. 1.28; 3.10).
The church has basically therefore a three-fold purpose: 1) to reach the lost with the glorious Gospel
of Christ (Mt. 10.6; 18.11; 24.14; 28.18-20; Mk. 1615-16; Lk. 19.9-10); 2) to incorporate born-again believers
(“other sheep”) in the church (Jn. 10.16; 11.49-52; 17.20-23; 1 Cor. 12.12-31; 2 Cor. 11.2-3; Eph 1.10; 2.14-22;
3.6); 3) to teach and train those incorporated to walk by the same rule of faith and discipline and to be perfected
in the image of Christ (Mt. 28.19-20; 1 Cor. 1.10; Eph. 4.11-16; 5.26-32; Phil. 3.16; Col. 1.28; Rev. 19.7-8).
This three-fold purpose should inflame the zeal and passions of our ministers and churches. If King David
could vow and say, “Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed; I will not
give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber unto my eyelids, Until I find a place for the Lord, a habitation of the mighty
God of Jacob,” then how much more dedicated and committed should Spirit-baptized believers be? How much
more should we desire to see sinners saved, the saved sanctified in the image of Christ, and all believers united
together in one fold: walking by the same rule of government and Gospel discipline; teaching the same thing, and
working together to fulfill the mission of the church? (Rom. 15.5-6; 1 Cor. 1.10; Phil. 3.16).

Assembly Highlights
We shared a few preliminary reports of the Assembly in the last issue of the paper. It was truly a wonderful
and Spirit-filled meeting. Besides all the wonders we witnessed in the Assembly, we have since received many
glowing reports. Some of those who watched the Assembly via live stream were so stirred by the worship, singing,
programs, and preaching that they rededicated themselves to the service of the Lord and the church; others were
moved to give financially to various needs. All were uplifted and blessed (see pp. 9-12 for a fuller report).

New Education Building
The final touches are underway on the new Educational wing of our International Ministries Complex. We
appreciate all who gave to make this vision a reality. May the Lord bless each one. Some work still needs to be
done to furnish the new building and do final touch-ups: but we expect that to be accomplished in the next three
or four weeks.
We are now getting anxious to use the new building for the purposes for which it was constructed—intense
teaching and training of our ministers throughout the world in the government, doctrines, and discipline of God’s
church. The 2021 session of the School of Ministry Institute [SMI] in May will be the first international event
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“All the ends of the world shall
remember and turn unto the LORD:
and all the kindreds of the nations
shall worship before thee”
				—Ps. 22.27

Scripture quotations are taken from the King James
Version unless otherwise noted.
3

“Behold, the Lamb . . .”
Note, this sermon was preached by Kris Newberry in the opening
session of the 17th Annual General Assembly on September 1, 2020.

I count it a great honor to be a minister in the visible
body of Christ in this present world. I appreciate
our leadership, ministry, and the membership of
the church, and am thankful to be forging ahead
with you until the day we are caught up together
to meet our great and Almighty Lord in the air. It is
wonderful to be in the house of God tonight and to
participate in this opening session of the Assembly.
I am looking to the Lord for His help and strength,
and ask that you pray for me that the will of God be
accomplished in this message.

Lord. In fact, he declared this very thing of himself
(note Jn. 1.23: “I am the voice of one crying in
the wilderness, make strait the way of the Lord,
as said the prophet Isaiah.” John was clarifying
his prophetic role to those who were puzzled at his
identity and ministry. Just prior to this, in vv. 19-22
the apostle notes the questions posed by the Jews and
how John answered them: “And this is the record
of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? And he
confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not
the Christ. And they asked
“The
title,
‘Lamb
of
God,’
The subject assigned to me
him, What then? Art thou
represents
so
much:
life,
is “Behold, the Lamb . . .”,
Elijah? And he saith, I am
taken from John 1.29, 36. reconciliation, power in the blood, not. Art thou that prophet?
To begin, the apostle John is power over sin, power over all And he answered, No.
giving the historical record demonic and contrary authority, Then said they unto him,
of significant moments in grace and glory in forgiveness, Who art thou? That we
the life and ministry of John
divine healing, eternal assurance, may give an answer to
the Baptist. All four Gospels
them that sent us. What
and
light—a
brightness
in
which
notice John the Baptist’s
sayest thou of thyself?”
there
is
no
darkness
at
all.
He
ministry, some in greater
Again, he says, “I am the
is
indeed,
Conqueror,
Lord
detail than others. The apostle
voice of one crying in the
John’s record, beginning at of lords, and King of kings.” wilderness, make straight
1.19, discloses important and
the way of the Lord . . .”
revealing details not noticed in the other Gospel
narratives, some of which we will look at in a few
I think it would be good to note in v. 26 just how
moments.
crucial it is to have an understanding of the time
line of this particular section of Scripture, that is,
The purpose and ministry of John the Baptist was
from verse 19 on until the first disciples are called
ordained by the Lord, insomuch that his role was
in vv. 35-51. We are looking at a time-period of
established in Old Testament prophecy (see Isaiah
two or three days, which are of great significance,
40). John was the forerunner of Jesus Christ our
particularly as they connect with the events prior to
and leading up to that point.
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John the Baptist answered those who were sent by
the Pharisees in verse 26, “I baptize with water: but
there standeth one among you, whom you know
not.” Then he goes ahead in v. 27 to say, “He it
is, who coming after me is preferred before me,
whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to unloose.”
Then the narrative says that these things were
done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was
baptizing. And the next day when John saw Jesus
coming unto him, he said, “Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”

had of Christ is fascinating. Luke 3.2 reveals an
important aspect regarding this: “. . . the word of
God came unto John the son of Zechariah in the
wilderness.” But see, his revelation did not stop in
the wilderness; it increased even more through his
interactions with Jesus. In fact, the declaration of
John in calling Jesus, “the Lamb of God” was the
result in part of those interactions. Again Clarke
notes,
[“All the lambs which had been offered
before had been furnished by men, but
this one was provided by God, as the only
sufficient and available sacrifice for the
sin of the world].”

The time frame of these events was just after the
Lord’s temptation in the wilderness with Satan; so,
this means that the baptism of Jesus by John had
already taken place before this. In the other Gospel
accounts, Jesus was baptized, then immediately
tempted in the wilderness, and then the first disciples
were called. With the account given in the Gospel
of John, we find the historical record not found
in the other Gospels, that is, of what happened
immediately following the temptation and just prior
to the first disciples being called. It is just two or
three days of history, but O my, what powerful
insights and testimony are revealed.

John the Baptist’s testimony beginning at v. 29
confirms to me at a deeper level the certain reality
and greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ. As John
beholds Jesus coming to him, he says, “This is he
of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is
preferred before me: for he was before me. And I
knew him not: but that he should be made manifest
to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with
water.” This is intriguing on multiple levels, but I
would like to look for a moment at the statement,
“And I knew him not.” Again, John had probably
never met Jesus in their early years, for they grew
up and lived a great distance apart. Clarke notes,

In v. 26, John declares, “but there standeth one
among you, whom ye know not.” Then in v. 27, “He
it is, who coming after me is preferred before me,
whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to unloose.”
This statement came not from a spontaneous
revelation at that moment, but in fact shows that
John had already come in contact with Jesus. He
was thus relating to his personal interaction with the
Son of God. As Adam Clarke put it,
“the person whose forerunner I am, is now
dwelling in the land of Judea, and He will
shortly make His appearance among you.”

“John did not know our Lord personally,
and perhaps had never seen him up until he
bare witness of Him. Nor is it any wonder
that John the Baptist should have been
unacquainted with the Lord, as he had spent
thirty years in the hill country of Hebron,
and our Lord remained in a state of great
privacy in the obscure city of Nazareth, in
the extreme borders of Galilee.”

Interestingly, as we notice again v. 29, the next day
John saw Jesus coming unto him, [that is, after His
temptation in the wilderness] and declares, “Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world.” The revelation that John the Baptist

So, we can see more clearly now what John meant
in saying, “I knew him not,” and also grasp a
deeper significance of his baptism of Jesus, “that he
should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I
come baptizing with water.” Further, his statement,
5

in vv. 32-34: “And John bare record [witness],
saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and it abode upon Him. And I knew him
not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the
same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the
Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same
is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. And I
saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.”

fill all of us here tonight, as we behold the Lamb in
this Assembly!
Again, the comment of Clarke here is worthy of note:
“He who desires to discover the glories
and excellencies of this Lamb of God,
must thus look on Him. And, as we look
with an attentive consideration, we will
find that He is no less than God, manifest
in the flesh, and by His death making an
atonement for the sin of the whole world.”

Here again, we can look a bit deeper into the
revelation that God had given to John before he had
met up personally with Jesus in the flesh. God had
already made it clear what he was to expect; for he
said,

A type or shadow is found in Abraham offering up
his son Isaac as a sacrifice. The illustration enables
us to grasp to some degree the plan of God which had
already been established from before the foundation
world (Rev. 13.8).

[“the one] that sent me to baptize with
water, the same said unto me, ‘Upon whom
thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and
remaining on him, the same is he which
baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.”

“And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father,
and said, My father: and he said, Here am
I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and
the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering? And Abraham said, My son, God
will provide himself a lamb for a burnt
offering” (Gen. 22.7-8).

He knew that this was going to take place, so we
may infer that he was anticipating the moment when
he would meet up with and behold the Lamb of God,
and thus be able to give special testimony as an
eyewitness of Jesus’ baptism, and in being the very
instrument of its administration, seeing and hearing
also the witness of the Trinity itself in action—the
voice of the Father, the man Christ Jesus in the flesh,
and the Holy Spirit descending upon Him (Mt. 3.1617; Mk. 1.9-11; Lk. 3.21-22)!

It is noteworthy that just as the Lamb was slain from
the foundation of the world so also the kingdom
was prepared from the foundation of the world (Mt.
25.34). In and through Jesus all things for salvation
and eternal life has been provided. He alone is the
true and living way! (Jn. 14-6; Col. 1.12-22).

Looking now to vv. 35-36 “Again the next day after
John stood, and two of his disciples; And looking
upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold, the
Lamb of God!” Again, it is fascinating to review
the testimony of John the Baptist in saying, “Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world:” for then he immediately moves on with
his personal testimony which indicates he was ever
being filled with greater exuberance and wonder.
Note also that now his declaration ends with an
exclamation point, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” I
hope that this same glorious wonder that amazed
John as he spoke about the Lord Jesus Christ will

Note the apostle Peter’s message:
“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver
and gold, from your vain conversation
received by tradition from your fathers;
But with the precious blood of Christ, as of
a lamb without blemish and without spot:
Who verily was foreordained before the
foundation of the world, but was manifest
[revealed] in these last times for you, Who
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by him do believe in God, that raised him
up from the dead, and gave him glory;
that your faith and hope might be in God”
(1 Pet. 1.18-21).

the four beasts and four and twenty elders
fell down before the Lamb, having every
one of them harps, and golden vials full
of odors, which are the prayers of saints.
And they sung a new song, saying, Thou
art worthy to take the book, and to open
the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out
of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation; And hast made us unto our
God kings and priests: and we shall reign
on the earth. And I beheld, and I heard
the voice of many angels round about the
throne and the beasts and the elders: and
the number of them was ten thousand
times ten thousand, and thousands of
thousands; Saying with a loud voice,
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to
receive power, and riches, and wisdom,
and strength, and honor, and glory, and
blessing. And every creature which is in
heaven, and on the earth, and under the
earth, and such as are in the sea, and all
that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing,
and honor, and glory, and power, be unto
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto
the Lamb for ever and ever. And the four
beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty
elders fell down and worshiped him that
liveth for ever and ever.”

The title, “Lamb of God,” represents so much: life,
reconciliation, power in the blood, power over sin,
power over all demonic and contrary authority, grace
and glory in forgiveness, divine healing, eternal
assurance, and light—a brightness in which there is
no darkness at all. He is indeed, Conqueror, Lord of
lords, and King of kings.
Do we know in whom we have believed? Are we
persuaded that He is able to keep us, and lead us on
to ever greater victories? Indeed, He is, and indeed
He will!
In bringing this message to a close, I want us to look
for a moment at Revelation 5.1-14:
“And I saw in the right hand of him that
sat on the throne a book written within and
on the backside, sealed with seven seals.
And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with
a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the
book, and to loose the seals thereof? And
no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither
under the earth, was able to open the
book, neither to look thereon. And I wept
much, because no man was found worthy
to open and to read the book, neither to
look thereon. And one of the elders saith
unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath
prevailed to open the book, and to loose
the seven seals thereof. And I beheld, and,
lo, in the midst of the throne and of the
four beasts, and in the midst of the elders,
stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the
seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the
earth. And he came and took the book out
of the right hand of him that sat upon the
throne. And when he had taken the book,

I would like for you to stand with me this evening.
This is our opening session of the General Assembly.
As another minister said on opening night years ago,
“We want to begin humming the right tune going
into this Assembly.” Well what greater tune could
there be than to magnify the Lamb of God. He is
worthy! Could we turn this Assembly over to God
and let the Lamb of God guide us according to His
glory! This altar is open and if you have a need, we
want to pray for you. I encourage all to come and
pray for this Assembly and the needs represented
here tonight.
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“And I Saw . . . A Beast Rise Up”
Note, this message was preached by Bishop Joseph Steele in the
evening session of the 17th Annual General Assembly on September
2, 2020.

In the Book of Revelation, the apostle John is
afforded a very powerful, albeit encrypted glimpse
into the culmination of things just before the end of
time [that is, this present age]. Few men of God in
the biblical record have been given such prophetical
insight. An Old Testament counterpart to John is the
prophet Daniel. Yet God chose to reserve some of
His secrets in Daniel’s time until the very last days to
reveal to His elect people under the New Covenant.
It seems the time has now arrived for God’s church
to be enlightened and to be in the “know” more
fully regarding end-time developments.

year’s presidential election in the USA. Even here,
in the most prominent country in the world, we are
more intensely divided along these battle lines than
at any time in our history, including the Civil War
era. But not only here, this spirit is evident across
the globe: “… the nations [are] angry…” at God
and the people of God.
“And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is
come, and the time of the dead, that they should
be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward
unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints,
and them that fear thy name, small and great; and
shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth”
(Rev 11.18)

I appreciate the theme for this Assembly, “The
Bride and the Lamb vs the Harlot and the
Beast.” It brings so much into view, placing more
responsibility on the church to proclaim the prophetic
hour in which we live, and to bring into focus the
Lord’s soon return! If you have any spiritual sense
whatsoever, you can perceive a certain acceleration
towards this apocalypse; even some sinners have a
sense of dread these days. There are two very distinct
and polarized forces at work in the world, that of evil,
Satan, with his deception, and that of righteousness,
goodness, and truth in Christ and His Spirit. These
two “trains,” if you will, are on a collision course
and the distance to impact is closing very quickly.
But we know ultimately that the sovereignty of
God and His great power and glory will superabundantly prevail over all threatening systems,
institutions, ideologies, spirits, governments, and
armies, including the arrogant, vain, in-your-face
rebellion we see increasing steadily in our day. A
glaring example of this impending “showdown” is
before our very eyes right now, leading up to this

The title that I was given for this message—“And
I Saw . . . A Beast Rise Up”—brings into focus
that there is a vehicle or conveying entity, a living
composite being of a grisly nature, upon which the
false church, the harlot, will ride into prominence
and power. The emphasis that I feel for this message
is “and I saw a beast RISE UP . . . ” (in contrast
to the brightness of the church’s rising that we
have traditionally preached, Is. 60). This “beast”
system is on the move, increasing in magnitude
of authority, as well as in ferocity. The scriptures
about the “beast” read like a horror movie. Did
you ever watch the movie, “Sandlot.” It is about a
bunch of misfit boys who loved nothing more than
playing baseball at a particular neighborhood field
as often as possible? But adjacent to this “sandlot”
was an ominous, neighboring property enclosed
by a rickety, high wooden fence. Occasionally a
fly ball would carry over the fence and land in the
8

great things and blasphemies; and power
was given unto him to continue forty and
two months. And he opened his mouth in
blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his
name, and his tabernacle, and them that
dwell in heaven. And it was given unto
him to make war with the saints, and to
overcome them: and power was given him
over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.
And all that dwell upon the earth shall
worship him, whose names are not written
in the book of life of the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world. If any man
have an ear, let him hear . . . So he carried
me away in the spirit into the wilderness:
and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet
coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy,
having seven heads and ten horns . . . And
the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst
thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of
the woman, and of the beast that carrieth
her, which hath the seven heads and ten
horns. The beast that thou sawest was,
and is not; and shall ascend out of the
bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and
they that dwell on the earth shall wonder,
whose names were not written in the book
of life from the foundation of the world,
when they behold the beast that was, and is
not, and yet is. And here is the mind which
hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven
mountains, on which the woman sitteth.
And there are seven kings: five are fallen,
and one is, and the other is not yet come;
and when he cometh, he must continue a
short space. And the beast that was, and
is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the
seven, and goeth into perdition. And the
ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings,
which have received no kingdom as yet; but
receive power as kings one hour with the
beast. These have one mind, and shall give
their power and strength unto the beast . . .
These shall make war with the Lamb, and
the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is
Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they
that are with him are called, and chosen,
and faithful” (Rev. 13.1-9; 17.3, 7-14).

dreaded yard. A legend had emerged that no boy
ever returned alive who ventured over that fence to
retrieve the ball. There was some horrific creature
in there that consumed the boys—bones and all!
They referred to this mythical figure as “the beast.”
You could hear it growling and snarling, chewing
and grinding, and rattling its chain.
The boys were poor and eventually they got down
to their last baseball, and its cover was ripped off;
so, they were out of business. However, one kid’s
stepdad had a prize baseball signed by none other
than the “Great Bambino,” Babe Ruth himself.
Well, you know what happened. The kid swiped
the ball from his stepdad’s office and the game was
on again. Only this time, the ball got knocked over
the fence. Since leaving it to the beast was not an
option; it had to be recovered, and quickly. Some
kid had to be sacrificed. Well, as it turned out the
beast was a big, seemingly mean, dog, but the boy
was able to meet the owner, an elderly black man,
and recovered the ball. I think he put it back on his
stepdad’s shelf with some of the slobber wiped off.
Just the word “beast” sends chills up the spines of
many. It denotes an animalistic nature; a creature
having no sense of mercy or pity; with a consuming,
insatiable appetite; a brutal, unreasonable, violent,
blood-thirsty monster, easily provoked.
“And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and
saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having
seven heads and ten horns, and upon his
horns ten crowns, and upon his heads
the name of blasphemy. And the beast
which I saw was like unto a leopard, and
his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his
mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the
dragon gave him his power, and his seat,
and great authority. And I saw one of his
heads as it were wounded to death; and
his deadly wound was healed: and all the
world wondered after the beast. And they
worshipped the dragon which gave power
unto the beast: and they worshipped the
beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast?
who is able to make war with him? And
there was given unto him a mouth speaking
9

There is a lot of imagery and symbolism in the
prophetic passages connected with the revelation
of the beast and his system. My scope of treatment
is to lay out the meaning of such representations
and then relate them to what we are seeing unfold
before us in the very last days.

head. Neither are the horns rationed out equally
among all the heads but rather pertain particularly to
the seventh head, which is the one in which we are
the most interested. The seventh head has the ten
horns and denotes the culmination of this beastly
power in the world. Daniel described it as diverse
and more brutal than those preceding it. These seven
heads appear to symbolize the seven world powers
in chronological order, that have persecuted the
people of God in the past or will continue to do so in
the future. These seven heads are not relating just to
the Roman imperial power structure but pertain to
the major empires of the whole earth that culminate
in the revived Roman empire of the last days.

John begins his description of the dreadful beast
that rises up out of the sea, which has seven heads
and ten horns, resembling a leopard, a bear, and
a lion, and receiving authority from the “dragon”
(Satan). To some extent the passages just quoted
explain the imagery and symbolism of the beast;
for example, the mystery of the beast in chapter
13 is more fully explained in chapter 17. Also a
similar description of the beast is given in Daniel
7.2-8, where he describes the same three animals,
all of which are then followed by a fourth beast that
is more powerful and vicious than the preceding
three. The difference between John’s revelation and
Daniel’s is that Daniel saw these characteristics in
four separate beasts whereas John sees them all
embodied in the same “creature,” if you will. In
both cases, however, what is depicted is successive
world political powers with their peculiar
manifestations. In both instances the beast comes
out of the sea. What is significant about the sea?
Isaiah 60.5 says, “ . . . because the abundance of
the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of
the Gentiles shall come unto thee.” The ‘sea’ seems
to be representative of the men of this world—the
peoples, tribes, tongues, and nations, including the
“spirit of man” as opposed to the Spirit of God. This
is seen clearly in Genesis 11 regarding the Tower of
Babel . . . (Nimrod first attempted to build up the
city of man over against the city of God). So, the
SEA gives the idea of the power of the world, even
“worldliness,” under the direction of the “prince of
this world.”

The preceding six empires have ‘paved the way’
for the last one, which is yet to come. These six in
their order are Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, MedoPersia, Greece, and Rome. Each of these empires
persecuted God’s people. (You will recall Joseph
was sold into Egypt as a slave, rose to prominence,
and there sheltered his brethren and his father from
starvation. The chosen family flourished there but
became slaves to the Pharaohs until God delivered
them through Moses: and through Moses they were
incorporated as a kingdom and a nation (Ex. 19.58). Assyria and Babylonia, respectively, carried
away the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah
into captivity: removing them from the Land of
Promise and from the Temple, etc. Belshazzar, the
son or grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, was the last
Babylonian (Chaldean) ruler, and was confronted
with “the hand . . . writing on the wall,” the same
night in which the Medo-Persians took his empire.
The Persians retained God’s people captive until
Artaxerxes permitted Ezra and Nehemiah to return
in the first waves of the repatriation of the Jews to
Palestine. Ahasuerus, in the Book of Esther, was also
a Persian ruler. Israel as a nation was suppressed by
the Greek dynasties during the four-hundred-year
intertestamental period. Then of course the great
Roman Empire superseded the Greek empire.

The heads and the horns are not to be imagined or
understood to exist simultaneously on the beast, but
rather as unfolding through prophetic time. I used to
imagine this dinosaur-like creature with seven long
necks and heads flailing in all directions, kind of
clumsily and with a ravenous appetite. But the beast
does not have all these heads and horns at the same
time; rather they culminate together in the seventh

During the time of the writing of the New
Testament the Romans had become the dominant
world superpower. Yet the Greek influence was still
strong in the world including the language, the arts,
and philosophies. The brutality of this sixth head,
10
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Assembly Narrative

Due to the Coronavirus and the government restrictions preventing our people
from gathering for worship and preaching in recent months, there was a special sense of
excitement and anticipation in the air for this Assembly. Everyone was ready for some
corporate worship and fellowship; to hear some good preaching; to see the church on
display [in the flesh, not virtual]; and were hungry for some good old-time religion!
A good number of “delegates” showed up for the preAssembly programs on Tuesday morning—for the
Ribbon Cutting ceremony of the new building and
afterward for the Ministers’ Meeting and the Ministers’
and Companions’ luncheon. The luncheon was held
in the beautiful new Fellowship Hall, which added
something special to the annual event. There was an
outstanding number of “delegates” from California, all
of whom participated in many of the programs and activities of the Assembly.
The Assembly was officially declared open at 7:15 p.m. by the Presiding Bishop as he
dropped the gavel for the 17th time since 2004. The opening session featured support
ministries boosts and an outstanding keynote message by Kris Newberry. Thereafter, in the
following successive days, the worship, preaching, support ministries programs, special
singing, ministry, fellowship, and reporting was conducted smoothly and in harmony with
the Holy Spirit. Everything was anointed and all the “delegates” seemed happy and blest.
The special business reports by the Assembly Business Committee (ABC) and Doctrine
Committee (DC) were accepted unanimously, without dissent. A special section in the
ABC report regarding the selection of the Presiding Bishop was anxiously anticipated.
After reviewing the qualifications and accomplishments of Bishop Phillips and his
administration, the Committee recommended that he be re-selected: and then called
the Assembly to its knees for prayer. A sense of solemnity swept over the assembled
body until it seemed clear to all that the recommendation “seemed good to the Holy
Ghost, and to us” (Acts 15.28). Bishop Phillips was then led back to the platform by
Bishop Sullivan and Bishop Neill and resumed his seat as moderator. After that,
the DC report included an explanation of the four new church ordinances that were
accepted by the 16th Annual Assembly to be included, as such, in the Abstract of Faith.
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The Presiding Bishop again this year dispersed the various sections of his
annual address throughout the Assembly week. Each section will be featured
in several upcoming editions of the VOZ and appear in full in the Assembly
Minutes, as well as in the up-coming second volume of the Presiding Bishop’s
Annual Addresses (2016-2020). Before giving his annual address on Saturday
morning, Brother Phillips recognized and presented the Presiding Bishop’s
Commendation Award to this year’s recipients: Dave and Deanna Sanner
(WV), Pastor Jose Lozano (CA), and Bishop L.W. and Wilma Carter (VA).
Again, it would be difficult to exaggerate how well the support ministries
directors did in their presentations to the Assembly. The delegates were
well-informed and blest by the inspiration of the leaders and the content of
their programs. And all the ministers were all well-prepared and apparently
“prayed-up” as they proclaimed the Word of God. The four keynote speakers
(Kris Newberry, Joseph Steele, Anton Burnette, Zachary Snyder) proclaimed
and explained the Assembly theme—”The Bride and the Lamb versus the
Harlot and the Beast”—exceptionally well, and Pastor Pete Sarry’s healing
message on Thursday evening ministered to everyone in special ways—
physically, emotionally, psychologically, and spiritually.
The World Mission program on Saturday evening was inspirational, especially
as it climaxed in the Parade of Nations directed by Wanda K. Busbee and
her assistants. (This annual program was completely rearranged for the 17th
Annual Assembly). The director recognized and gave certificates and awards
to outstanding individuals and local churches, and so also did several of the
support ministries directors during their programs.
All the speakers, singers, musicians, program directors, Assembly choir,
worship directors, interpreters, administrative assistants, clerks, ushers,
registrars, stage manager, sound technicians, video and Internet streaming
assistants did their jobs cheerfully and efficiently.
After the Sunday school lesson (taught by Pastor Charles Barker) and a
fun-filled Children’s Program directed by Kayla Graves, the Assembly
concluded on Sunday morning with the International appointments (102
positions were filled around the world, including forty-five national
overseers and mission assistants, and twenty-five international support
ministries directors). A heartfelt consecration service followed which
included all appointees and ministers present. Everyone then sang together,
“Heaven Will Surely Be Worth it All” and a special spirit of love and
fellowship filled the Sanctuary and seemed to fill every heart. The Assembly
was officially declared closed by the Presiding Bishop at 12:01 p.m.

14

Cont’d from p. 10

Rome, could not be more clearly illustrated than in
crucifixion of Christ our Lord and the slaughter of
Christians under Roman rulers in the early centuries
of Christianity. And though that power waned
politically and militarily, the spirit of it remained
as a bestial force in the world over against God and
His church. This spirit embodied in political and
military forces has flared up here and there since
that time and is today gaining momentum. In fact,
the imagery of the passage shows that one of the
heads is wounded unto death, but then revived. By
all indications, the sixth head, Rome (Rev 13.3-4,
7-8) will be revived in these very last days. This
recovery, or resurrection, is the spirit of Rome rising
again with universal influence and power. And it
will rise again against the ways and purposes of
God. We could see it rearing up in such institutions
as the United Nations and other global institutions,
all of which represent a movement towards a global
economy and government. It is evidenced also in
such causes as “Climate Change” and organizations
like the World Health Organization (WHO) that
tend to over-reach their authority, intervening and
infringing upon national sovereignties. These signs
are the harbinger of the coming beast system—the
spirit of a new world order set up to oppose “all that
is called God, or that is worshipped” (2 Thess. 2.4).
And we may be sure that those not written in the
Lamb’s Book of Life, the lost and unregenerate, are
being conditioned even now to worship this “beast.”
Even a few of our US presidents and statesmen
have expressed sentiments in recent decades in
favor of supporting the movement toward a new
world order—an antichrist system of government
and existence.

But he arises again as the seventh head. And it is no
wonder, for he will demonstrate the “lying wonder”
of having resurrection power, imitating the power
and glory of the Lamb of God and, as such, will
deceive the world (2 Thess. 2.8-12). So, we are now
in time between the sixth head and the seventh head
which covers several millennia. But across all this
time, even beginning with the first head, Egypt,
until now, this beast has been growing in power and
authority—a power given to him by Satan. We are
now witnessing certain signs pointing to the soon
coming of the seventh head—the beast system
breaking in upon the world scene. The worship that
is [and will be] given to the beast is the worship that
belongs only to God. And while the unregenerate
world is praising this movement, the true bride of
Christ is praising her beloved because she knows
who and what He is and His truth (Jn. 10.3-4, 1416, 27; 1 Tim. 3.15). The beast, on the other hand,
opens his mouth not only to blaspheme against God
but also to blaspheme His holy people.
So, what then is this seventh head or final
manifestation of the beast that will soon appear
before the end of this present age? It is a universal
political power and ruling system that transcends
national boundaries. It will set public policy for
the whole planet, enthroning humanistic values in
direct opposition to the righteousness of God. It
corrupts and devours anything that stands in its way.
What form it ultimately takes will be seen shortly.
We are seeing the last contortions of righteous
living and institutions and policies struggling to
survive another year or perhaps another decade
against the ultimate takeover of this beast system.
Brexit, for example is a nation trying to escape
this onslaught – economically and politically.
But we know God’s church will prevail and not
be beaten into submission under this evil force
before she is raptured out of this world. Yes, Satan
works corruption in men, in individuals, but also
in nations, empires, and worldviews. This corrupt
influence and perspective of the beast can be found
in political states, in society, in entertainment,
even in the “church world,” and also in families,
and in the hearts of individual sinners, as well as in
multitudes of sinners.

The revival or healing of the death blow to the sixth
head, seems to mark the emergence of this One
World Order movement, with its accompanying
immorality, reminiscent of Rome in the early
Christian centuries. We may be sure that the beast is
rising again up out of the abyss or “bottomless pit”
(Rev. 9.1-2, 11; 17.8). See, it is the same beast! The
“sea” was the origin of beast, where he was formed,
and he will again make his appearance out of the
bottomless pit! (11.7).
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“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places. Wherefore take unto you the whole
armour of God, that ye may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand” (Eph 6.12-13).

The nations are angry at God because His wrath is
near, and they are under condemnation. There is a
lashing out against the nature of God and the Spirit
of His Christ, reminiscent of when Satan was cast
out of heaven for his rebellion, and his rage against
the birth of Christ and against the church in every
age. The nations are stirred up and, NO, they don’t
understand that a “beast” is inspiring their rage.

Somehow the seventh head of the beast will support
ten horns. These horns or authorities will be wicked
and oppressive. They will be agents and rulers in
the antichrist system. Their domain will cover the
whole earth. “They receive authority as kings with
the beast for one hour; and together with him they
shall rage against the Lamb.” At this point the beast
will have reached the high-water mark of his history
and action. “In one sense he is the same beast as he
was in Egypt, in Assyria, in Babylonia, in Persia, in
Greece and in Rome. In another sense he is not the
same, for the wickedness of all these earlier stages
has been concentrated into one” (Expositor’s Bible
Commentary). This interpretation and others closely
related to it have been around for decades, even
centuries, in various commentaries and writings.
But what makes the images more impacting now is
what we see coming upon the earth, even in the last
six months.

The political way of the beast generally translates
into communism. Such movements as Black
Lives Matter [BLM] are “seed beds,” fertile soil,
for communism. This is where they want to take
our society. Their website plainly reveals that they
are a Marxist organization. Lawlessness, rioting,
and violence are at the center of their mantra.
Satan is the Lawless One, and BLM is a visible
expression of this lawlessness. Communism is
parasitic; it cannot produce of itself: it must feed
off something already alive and growing. As such,
it sucks the life out of its host. In practically every
instance where communism came into power it was
through social unrest and a perceived injustice. It
fastens itself to these causes. A perfect example
is Cuba. Prior to 1959 Cuba was a beautiful
place to visit; the land of Desi Arnaz; a garden
spot of the world. But Fidel Castro and a Marxist
ideology forced itself upon the Cuban people.
The rest is history. Since the Castro revolution,
Cuba has represented a slice of Communism.

I preached a message to the California convention
last month entitled, “Spiritually Awake vs Socially
Conscious.” My text was taken from Rev 11.18,
which I referred to earlier:

Satanic global control cannot occur without a
global government. The political movement in this
world toward that goal is communistic in nature—
humanistic and socialistic. Make no mistake,
young person, if you think socialism is attractive
and desirable, it is because you have no idea of
its corrupt end! It may seem noble at first glance,
but it is evil at its core: and the beast is driving
it! Socialism is just like Satan and sin—attractive
and worldly, but full of false promises. You need
merely to speak to refugees and immigrants from
countries that are under the heavy hand of socialism
or communism; they will readily tell you the
horror stories and why they fled. The only global
movement that is countering this beastly ideology
is God’s true church and the people of His kingdom
scattered throughout the world!

“And the nations were angry, and thy
wrath is come, and the time of the dead,
that they should be judged, and that thou
shouldest give reward unto thy servants
the prophets, and to the saints, and them
that fear thy name, small and great; and
shouldest destroy them which destroy
the earth.”
And the nations were angry . . . Why? About what?
What is behind their anger? Do the nations even
know there is a beast driving them?
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We are facing this very thing in the United States this
year. This coming presidential election is going to
decide whether we are going to adopt communism
or stay with capitalism and our traditional socio/
political/economic structure. It is that simple. The
choices are obvious: evil on one hand, and the
kingdom of God on the other. Yes, if we make the
wrong choice, we may be able to stave off evil
for a while, but ultimately the beast will prevail
and bring on the Great Tribulation. For the beast
system is destined to take over this world before
Christ returns to the earth and sets up His millennial
kingdom. Oh church, we must be aware of the hour
that has come upon us, and act accordingly. To say
time is short is an understatement. God help us!

Ellison, the attorney general of Oregon recently
stated he would not permit the police to respond
to rape calls. There were protesters in Portland a
couple weeks ago that sealed off police officers in
a precinct and set it on fire, attempting to kill them.
Yet the mayor and other officials said the protests
were peaceful? Young people let me tell you, these
seemingly “noble causes” claimed to vindicate the
oppressed are being driven by this beast spirit. Do
not allow the beast spirit to fool you and pull you
into its deceptive web of illusion!
This venomous hatred towards the police is really
towards God and against any accountability or
requirements based on truth and right living. The
beast is lawless, incorrigible and without “natural
affections.” The people under the spirit of this
deception eat and devour each other. The mayor
of Portland, for example, who had been defending
the protesters, had his residence surrounded and
threatened by these same protesters because he had
not gone far enough for their demands.

I read or heard the other week where Kim Jung Un,
before his sickness, ordered everyone’s dogs to be
confiscated. Not that many North Koreans could
afford a dog, but Kim called it a western practice
and therefore considered it evil and wasteful. The
real motive, however, seems to have been to use
pets as food to feed North Korea’s impoverished
and deluded people. This is just one illustration of
how this evil philosophy dominants and controls
every aspect of life.

I recall it being said of M. A. Tomlinson, “heaven
was in him before he was in heaven.” That should
be said of us as well. Likewise, it could be said of
these ‘agents’ of the beast, or whatever you want
to call them, that “hell is in them before they’re in
hell.”

Life is cheap under such a system; it’s unfeeling and
uncaring. Two more traits of the beast system are
deception and profanity. I have never seen so much
profanity used openly by high public officials in
the United States as I have in the past few months.
It is sickening and heart-rendering. The level of
deception is unprecedented. There is a counter
reality being sold to the people by the media,
and by all those trying to alter the way of life as
we have known in it America. The counter reality
is predicated on lies. The deception is moving so
quickly it makes our heads swim sometimes.

“And then shall that Wicked be revealed,
whom the Lord shall consume with the
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with
the brightness of his coming: Even him,
whose coming is after the working of
Satan with all power and signs and lying
wonders, And with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that perish;
because they received not the love of the
truth, that they might be saved. And for
this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a
lie: That they all might be damned who
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness” (2 Thess 2.8-12).

The inundation of ‘so called’ peaceful protests that
are breaking out in many places is symptomatic of the
spirit of the beast. One high profile individual called
the looting and stealing of property, “reparations”
for past slavery. Certain social classes of people
need to be punished for the ills suffered by other
social classes. Class warfare is what the beast is
using to procure desire and express his rage. Keith
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2020 Assembly Business Committee Report
We, your Assembly Business Committee, after prayerful and careful consideration,
present this report to the General Assembly for your consideration.
Note: This report was accepted unanimously, without dissent.

Section I
Selection of the Presiding Bishop
The Assembly passed in 2012 that the office of Presiding Bishop should be vacated every four
years and either the same bishop be reappointed, or another bishop be chosen to serve the next term.
Since this committee is responsible for nominating the Presiding Bishop, we recommend that Bishop
Wade H. Phillips be reappointed by this Assembly to serve in this capacity until the 2024 Assembly. In
this choice we have taken into consideration the growth of the church in the past four years in the areas
of spirituality, finances, unity, and harmony within the church; and weighing his leadership qualities
in regard to being a man of the Word of God, sound in theology, and able to articulate and defend the
doctrine of the church. We firmly believe he exceeds in every biblical qualification and possesses the
anointing of the Holy Ghost to continue to fill the office of Presiding Bishop. We believe this selection
“seems good to the Holy Ghost, and to us.”

Section II
Put in Operation All Support Ministries in the Local Churches,
including Emergency Funds and VOZ/SYNC programs
We would like to encourage each of the Pastors and Overseers to put in operation the various support ministries in the local churches and the regions/states/nations. The support ministries are vital to
the growth and development of the church, both financially and regarding the unity and divine order
of the church.
Also, we want to encourage all our members and non-members to give toward our Emergency
Fund, which is $12.00 per year per member. The receiving of these funds is essential to assisting in
emergency situations around the world.
In addition, we want to encourage everyone, members and non-members, to subscribe to the
Voice of Zion and become a SYNC “Subscribe Your Neighbor Club” member. The Voice of Zion is
an indispensable ministry tool in increasing our knowledge of the Word, encouraging the saints, and
assisting in evangelizing the world.
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Section III
Ministers Allotment
The last time the Assembly adjusted the weekly allotment of the ministry was in 2018. Inflation has increased the cost of living by approximately 4%. The current weekly allotment is set at
$975.00. This committee recommends that we increase the allotment by $40.00, bringing the amount
to $1,015.00 per week. This applies only where funds are available.
We further recommend that this committee review the cost-of-living increases on a schedule of
every two years, beginning this Assembly year. This means the committee will review the allotment
again in 2022, then in 2024, and so on.

Section IV
International Funds
We recommend we continue to operate the same financial system for this upcoming Assembly year,
and that funds be transferred between accounts where necessary to bring all funds into a positive balance.

Section V
Endorsement for International Executive Council
We fully endorse the nominations of the Presiding Bishop to serve with him on the International Executive Council for the 2020-2021 Assembly year: Scott E. Neill, Bruce Sullivan, Joseph A. Steele,
Rick Ferrell, L. W. Carter, and Anton Burnette.
Respectfully Submitted,

Zachary Snyder, Chairman

				

J.J. Davis, Secretary		

Kevin Clary

				

Jim Orange			

Ricky Graves

				

Byron Harris			

Tod Deakle
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General Appointments
2020-2021

International Executive Council...................................................................................Wade H. Phillips,
L.W. Carter, Scott E. Neill, Bruce Sullivan, Anton Burnette, Joseph A. Steele, Rick Ferrell
World Mission Director.............................................................................................................Wade H. Phillips
Field Secretaries...............................................................Ricky Graves, Anton Burnette, Miguel Garcia Jr.
General Treasurer............................................................................................................................Pamela Jones
Department of Education/Media Ministries..............................................................................Anton Burnette
Shepherding Ministries Director...................................................................................................Wilma Carter
Assistant Publisher.........................................................................................................................Scott E. Neill
School of Ministry Institute Director.............................................................................................Bruce Sullivan
Ladies Ministries Director...............................................................................................................Pamela Jones
Sunday School Director............................................................................................................Mandy Thompson
Sunday School Literature Editor..................................................................................................Bruce Sullivan
Youth Ministries Director...........................................................................................................Allen Thompson
Children’s Ministries Director........................................................................................................Kayla Graves
Executive Secretary/Receptionist..............................................................................................Wanda K. Busbee
Camping Cordinator/Advisor.............................................................................................................Kim Erwin
Voice of Zion/SYNC Booster................................................................................................................L.W. Carter
Senior Ambassadors Director..........................................................................................................Ruth Tingler
Tract Ministries Director................................................................................................................Glenda Major
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State Overseers

Kenya (North)......................................Elijah Wafula
Kenya (South).........................................Joanes Oboo
Malawi................................................Maliele Dzuwa
Mexico (North)...................................Danny Ramirez
Mexico (South)................Ricardo Valenzuela Chavez
Mozambique.......................................Maliele Dzuwa
Myanmar (Burma).............................Sam Bureenok
Nepal........................................................Raju Pariyar
Nicaragua….........................................Freddy Garcia
Nigeria….……...................................Yomi Adekunle
Pakistan….........................................Wade H. Phillips
Paraguay.….............................................Jorge Estroz
Peru……..................................Yum V Munoz Quispe
Philippines…......................…Domingo Resurreccion
Rwanda (representative).....................David Gomba
Sierra Leone............................................Joseph Alabi
South Sudan......................................…Elijah Wafula
Tanzania….............................................David Gomba
Thailand…......................................….Sam Bureenok
Togo.....................................................Yomi Adekunle
Uganda....................................Maurice Ogada Odede
United States...................................Wade H. Phillips
Uruguay...................................................Jorge Estroz
Venezuela...................................Bani Rangel Jimenez
Zambia........(Mission Rep.)..................David Gomba
Zimbabwe...(Mission Rep.)..................David Gomba

North Carolina, South Carolina..........Scott E. Neill
West Virginia, Virginia,
Pennsylvania, Maryland............................J.J. Davis
Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois...................Ricky Graves
Tennessee, Georgia............................Anton Burnette
Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana.....Zachary Snyder
Idaho, Wyoming.......................................A.B. White
Colorado, Kansas, Missouri..............Joseph A. Steele
Texas, Arizona, New Mexico.........Samuel Hernandez
California (South), Nevada.............Joseph A. Steele
California (North), Oregon,
Washington......................................Joseph A. Steele

National Overseers
Africa Central...(Mission Rep.)...........David Gomba
Africa West....(Mission Rep.)............Yomi Adekunle
Argentina............................………........Jorge Estroz
Bangladesh..................................Suku Ranjon Sidker
Benin....................................................Saturnin Brice
Bolivia............................................Yum V. Munoz Quispe
Burundi….............................................David Gomba
Cambodia…........................................Sam Bureenok
Cameroon…..................................Eyong Eric Eyong
Canada................................................Wade H. Phillips
Chile….....................................Luis Alberto Martinez
Costa Rica......................................Eugenio Cespedes
Democratic Republic of Congo............David Gomba
Dominican Republic…................Saintaniel Hostelus
England…(Mission Rep)...................Yomi Adekunle
Ghana…...............................................David Dordah
Guatemala…...................Ricardo Valenzuela Chavez
Guinea................................Philippe Seraphin Gomez
Haiti……......................................Saintaniel Hostelus
Honduras.......................................Nolvin Hernandez
India (South)….................................V. Binoy Joseph
India (Mid-East)…........................Talari Padma Rao

Assembly Business Committee
Chairman: Zachary Snyder
Jim Orange, Byron Harris, J.J. Davis, Tod Deakle,
Ricky Graves, Kevin Clary

Doctrine Committee
Chairman: Bruce Sullivan
Trevor Graves, Joseph A. Steele, Tom Brown, Jerry
Reel, Yomi Adekunle,Travis Graves

International Properties
Chairman: Wade H. Phillips
L.W. Carter, Anton Burnette, Jim Orange, Cecil
Pounders, Glenda Major, Pamela Jones

General Trustees
Wade H. Phillips, Jim Orange, Anton Burnette, Rick
Ferrell, Alice Jones
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“One thing I know,
that, whereas I was blind, now I see”
On August 23, 2020 I went partially blind in my right eye. After
being in spiritual warfare for well over a year and overcoming the
wicked one, I suppose the devil decided to attack my body. I had every
intention of being in church that day, but everything worked against
me, so I was home, still engaged in spiritual warfare. My body was
so tired because I had not been sleeping much due to the battles I was
fighting. I needed rest and restoration like David spoke of in Psalm 23.
I ended up lying down that afternoon for a nap hoping to feel better, but when I woke up, it
was the opposite. There was a blind spot on my right eye blocking the right lower quadrant of
my vision. I did not panic, thinking I had had similar problems before; so maybe it was just
temporary. I went to work the next morning and noticed I was overshooting my right turns,
so I had to be especially careful. Frankly, I probably should not have been driving. I made an
appointment with my eye doctor that day; he did a visual fields exam and compared it to my
other exams from four years earlier. It showed exactly what I thought. I had lost the vision
in the lower right quadrant of my right eye. He said the nerve did not look inflamed, and if it
was not better within 72 hours, then I had had a stroke and the blindness would be permanent.
Well, it was not better, and I knew I had had a stroke because there were other signs as well.
This happened only a little over a week prior to the beginning
of the General Assembly. I had my room reserved, but
everything else was going wrong. I was broke; scared to
drive on the interstate in my physical condition; and my
husband was telling me how irresponsible it would be to
go. Still, I kept feeling the Lord stir something within in.
I felt like the woman in Luke 8 who had to press through
the crowd just to touch the hem of Jesus’ garment; so I kept
pressing to go because I knew the Lord had something for
me. On Thursday night as I went through the prayer line for
healing, I started out with blindness in my right eye, but I
came out the other side with all my sight. Praise the Lord!
						
						

—Patty Schroader
Beaver Dam, KY
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Editorials, Cont’d from p. 2

in the new Educational building. Thereafter, meetings and special events will be scheduled and organized as the
Lord leads and the vision of church’s ministry unfolds.

Lena Ray King Called Home
Lena Ray King, a faithful member of the Cleveland church, was called home to be
with the Lord on August 29, 2020. She lived on this earth for over 85 years and had
faithfully served the Lord and the church for most of those years. She was twice
married, first to J. T. Ray, and after his decease she wedded Franklin King late in life.
She recalled with a smile and certain gleam in her eye of having attended the General
Assemblies as a young girl and later being in attendance for our Presiding Bishop’s
programs and messages in the 1980s. She had resided in McCaysville, Georgia just
across the Tennessee line since about 1990. (Accordingly, her house was located about
15 miles from Fields of the Wood).
Sister King had been a member of the Fields of the Wood church in our former
fellowship and united with Zion Assembly shortly after the church was restored and
reorganized under the new administration in April 2004. Bishop Joseph Steele was her
pastor at that time. Her membership was moved to the Cleveland church a few months
later and remained there until her passing.
Sister King was sincere about her faith and her church membership. She loved
to talk about the Lord and the Bible. She had made a profound impact upon her
children [Ed, Philip, and Jan] and all who knew her well. When she knew her time
in this world was drawing to a close, Lena asked the Presiding Bishop to officiate
and preach her funeral, for they had been in fellowship together in Christ and His
church for more than 37 years. Brother Phillips preached on the subject, “Death is
Swallowed up in Victory!” as a memorial tribute to her: for it was a point of faith which Lena had joyously
embraced: and also an event to which she had looked forward. Her current pastor, Anton Burnette, officiated
at the internment, committing her body back to the earth to await its glorious resurrection on that blessed day!

“Lena Ray King Members”
SYNC Partners

The passing of Lena Ray King just a few days before the recent Assembly was noted on two occasions during the
Assembly—in the Memorial service on Thursday afternoon and during the SYNC [“Subscribe Your Neighbor
Club”] luncheon on Friday. Lena was especially zealous for the Voice of Zion [VOZ] magazine (the church’s
official monthly publication) and was faithful every year to pay for ten subscriptions [$250] for her friends and
family members. When this was mentioned at the SYNC luncheon, Bishop L.W. Carter said he felt moved by the
Lord to pick up where Sister King had left off. After this, the church’s executive secretary Wanda K. Busbee, said
she felt impressed to do likewise, and so also did the Presiding Bishop. After some thought, the Presiding Bishop
suggested that a special and elite membership be established in honor of Sister King. It is thus that Brother Carter,
Sister Wanda, and the Presiding Bishop became the first “Lena Ray King members.”
Everyone zealous to promote the VOZ is invited to become a “Lena Ray King Member.” Think of the
possibilities for good that being a “Lena Ray King member” might create; it could even make the difference
between eternal life and eternal damnation for a soul! For many have been converted by reading the VOZ, and
many others have caught a vision of the Bible church via the VOZ, and, accordingly, have become more fruitful
in their service to the Lord.
For those who cannot see their way clear to become “Lena Ray King members,” SYNC memberships are
still a viable option and encouraged. This special club requires the member to be a personal subscriber to the paper
and to subscribe two other persons. Everyone “zealously affected always in a good thing” is hereby challenged
to become a club member.
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Rescheduled Youth Convention Dates
Cleveland: March 5-6, 2021

Rialto, CA: March 12-13, 2021

Ladies Retreats

Eastern: Pigeon Forge, TN; Feb. 26-28, 2021
Western: TBD

