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On August 23, 2020 I went partially blind in my right eye. After 
being in spiritual warfare for well over a year and overcoming the 
wicked one, I suppose the devil decided to attack my body. I had every 
intention of being in church that day, but everything worked against 
me, so I was home, still engaged in spiritual warfare. My body was 
so tired because I had not been sleeping much due to the battles I was 
fighting. I needed rest and restoration like David spoke of in Psalm 23.

I ended up lying down that afternoon for a nap hoping to feel better, but when I woke up, it 
was the opposite. There was a blind spot on my right eye blocking the right lower quadrant of 
my vision. I did not panic, thinking I had had similar problems before; so maybe it was just 
temporary. I went to work the next morning and noticed I was overshooting my right turns, 
so I had to be especially careful. Frankly, I probably should not have been driving. I made an 
appointment with my eye doctor that day; he did a visual fields exam and compared it to my 
other exams from four years earlier. It showed exactly what I thought. I had lost the vision 
in the lower right quadrant of my right eye. He said the nerve did not look inflamed, and if it 
was not better within 72 hours, then I had had a stroke and the blindness would be permanent. 
Well, it was not better, and I knew I had had a stroke because there were other signs as well.

This happened only a little over a week prior to the beginning 
of the General Assembly. I had my room reserved, but 
everything else was going wrong. I was broke; scared to 
drive on the interstate in my physical condition; and my 
husband was telling me how irresponsible it would be to 
go. Still, I kept feeling the Lord stir something within in. 
I felt like the woman in Luke 8 who had to press through 
the crowd just to touch the hem of Jesus’ garment; so I kept 
pressing to go because I knew the Lord had something for  
me. On Thursday night as I went through the prayer line for 
healing, I started out with blindness in my right eye, but I 
came out the other side with all my sight. Praise the Lord!

						      —Patty Schroader
						          Beaver Dam, KY                                                                                                        

“One thing I know,
that, whereas I was blind, now I see”
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in the new Educational building. Thereafter, meetings and special events will be scheduled and organized as the 
Lord leads and the vision of church’s ministry unfolds.

Lena Ray King Called Home

Lena Ray King, a faithful member of the Cleveland church, was called home to be 
with the Lord on August 29, 2020. She lived on this earth for over 85 years and had 
faithfully served the Lord and the church for most of those years. She was twice 
married, fi rst to J. T. Ray, and after his decease she wedded Franklin King late in life. 
She recalled with a smile and certain gleam in her eye of having attended the General 
Assemblies as a young girl and later being in attendance for our Presiding Bishop’s 
programs and messages in the 1980s. She had resided in McCaysville, Georgia just 
across the Tennessee line since about 1990. (Accordingly, her house was located about 
15 miles from Fields of the Wood).
 Sister King had been a member of the Fields of the Wood church in our former 
fellowship and united with Zion Assembly shortly after the church was restored and 
reorganized under the new administration in April 2004. Bishop Joseph Steele was her 
pastor at that time. Her membership was moved to the Cleveland church a few months 
later and remained there until her passing.
 Sister King was sincere about her faith and her church membership. She loved 
to talk about the Lord and the Bible. She had made a profound impact upon her 
children [Ed, Philip, and Jan] and all who knew her well. When she knew her time 
in this world was drawing to a close, Lena asked the Presiding Bishop to offi  ciate 
and preach her funeral, for they had been in fellowship together in Christ and His 
church for more than 37 years. Brother Phillips preached on the subject, “Death is 

Swallowed up in Victory!” as a memorial tribute to her: for it was a point of faith which Lena had joyously 
embraced: and also an event to which she had looked forward. Her current pastor, Anton Burnette, offi  ciated 
at the internment, committing her body back to the earth to await its glorious resurrection on that blessed day!

“Lena Ray King Members”
SYNC Partners

The passing of Lena Ray King just a few days before the recent Assembly was noted on two occasions during the 
Assembly—in the Memorial service on Thursday afternoon and during the SYNC [“Subscribe Your Neighbor 
Club”] luncheon on Friday. Lena was especially zealous for the Voice of Zion [VOZ] magazine (the church’s 
offi  cial monthly publication) and was faithful every year to pay for ten subscriptions [$250] for her friends and 
family members. When this was mentioned at the SYNC luncheon, Bishop L.W. Carter said he felt moved by the 
Lord to pick up where Sister King had left off . After this, the church’s executive secretary Wanda K. Busbee, said 
she felt impressed to do likewise, and so also did the Presiding Bishop. After some thought, the Presiding Bishop 
suggested that a special and elite membership be established in honor of Sister King. It is thus that Brother Carter, 
Sister Wanda, and the Presiding Bishop became the fi rst “Lena Ray King members.”
 Everyone zealous to promote the VOZ is invited to become a “Lena Ray King Member.” Think of the 
possibilities for good that being a “Lena Ray King member” might create; it could even make the diff erence 
between eternal life and eternal damnation for a soul! For many have been converted by reading the VOZ, and 
many others have caught a vision of the Bible church via the VOZ, and, accordingly, have become more fruitful 
in their service to the Lord.
 For those who cannot see their way clear to become “Lena Ray King members,” SYNC memberships are 
still a viable option and encouraged. This special club requires the member to be a personal subscriber to the paper 
and to subscribe two other persons. Everyone “zealously aff ected always in a good thing” is hereby challenged 
to become a club member.

Editorials, Cont’d from p. 2
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Rescheduled Youth Convention Dates
Cleveland: March 5-6, 2021

Rialto, CA: March 12-13, 2021

Ladies Retreats
Eastern: Pigeon Forge, TN; Feb. 26-28, 2021

Western: TBD


