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Editorials . . .
Voting and Praying
Many were disappointed recently with the reported outcome of the Presidential election in the United States
(over 70 million in fact), including a number of our people in Zion Assembly. Perhaps a valuable lesson to be
learned from this experience is to trust more in prayer than in voting; for though our vote may come up short of
desired expectations, we can always count on prayer to guide and direct our thinking and join us together with
the mind and will of the Lord; and we may be assured also, accordingly, that all will end in victory! For the Lord
is in control of all the nations all the time, including the United States: “He is the governor among the nations”
(Ps. 22.28); and “God reigns over the heathen” (47.8); and again, “Put them in fear, O Lord: that the nations
may know themselves to be but men” (9.20).
Yes, the Lord judges and determines the outcome of nations and will in the end save those who call upon
His name and destroy those who do not (Rev. 19.11-21; 21.24-27). In the world of party politics, we may be
sure that there is no voter path to righteousness and justice and peace, for the majority of those in positions of
leadership are sinful and do not seek the Lord for wisdom nor care to do what is best for the people who elected
them. Regretfully, most are in fact self-serving and almost altogether preoccupied with temporal matters.
How many times in recent memory have we voted for a certain man or woman based on a stated platform
of principles and promises, only to be disappointed because once in office, the person changed his/her mind
and policies; even lining up in some instances with the opposition party? Then later it was learned the man or
woman was bribed [or compromised] with the offer of the chairmanship of a committee or some lucrative deal
by a large corporation. How many Supreme Court justices, whom we thought were agreeable with our faith and
moral principles, have disappointed our expectations and betrayed our confidence once they donned the sacred
robes? On the other hand, there have been cases in which an opposing candidate proved not to be the monster
or tyrant reported by the media or painted as such by the opposing party.
This is the reason prayer is so essential and vital to the political process, particularly as far as the church is
concerned. For, again, most of those in positions of civil authority are sinners; and they need intercessory prayer
to help guide their decisions and condition civil society to be as far as possible compatible with our faith and
principles. We do not expect the state to give the church spiritual and moral guidance, but rather the church to
give spiritual and moral guidance to the state. After all, we are not Lutherans.
Now observe, brethren, God has instituted civil government and ordains national leaders to preserve a temporal
peace and tranquility and the privilege to worship and proclaim our God freely (Prov. 14.34; 1 Tim. 2.2-3). We
are admonished therefore to be subject to the authority of civil rulers and governments, giving tribute to them
and rendering to all their dues (Mt. 22.21; Rom. 13.1-7; 1 Pet. 2.13-17; Titus 3.1); but especially that prayers
be offered up for “kings and for all that are in authority” and that “supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
giving of thanks, be made for all men” (1 Tim. 2.1-3; see also Jer. 29.7; Ezra 6.10; 7.23). See, prayer is a more
powerful and effective weapon than voting (2 Cor. 10.4). Prayer for temporal rulers is the key for us to enjoy
“a quiet and peaceable life” in this world.
All prayer, however, is not the same. Some prayer is altogether ineffective and useless (Mt. 6.5-15; Jas. 4.3)
while other prayers are “fervent and effectual” and move God to act in our behalf and for our benefit (Jas.
5.16; Philemon 6). Acceptable prayer must be made in accord with the will of the Lord, but we can pray in that
manner only through a deep intimacy with the Holy Ghost.
Cont’d on p. 19

In This Issue . . .
Annual Address: Introduction, Sections I & III.....................................4-7, 12-18
Wade H. Phillips

Report from the Field...............................................................................................8
October Mission Drive Results...............................................................................9
Christmas Centerfold.......................................................................................10-11

Editor in Chief/Publisher: Wade H. Phillips
Layout and Design: Wanda Busbee
Printer: Voice of Zion Publishing House, Cleveland, TN

The Voice of Zion is the official publication of Zion Assembly
Church of God. The purpose of the paper is to provide a channel
through which the inspiration of the Spirit can flow to and from
the field; to evangelize the lost; to disciple believers; to feed and
nourish the church in the Word of God; to enhance fellowship
between the members and ministers throughout the world.

Subscription Rate: $25.00 per year.
Send subscription requests or materials for publication
along with your name, address, telephone number
and e-mail address to the following:
Voice of Zion,
P.O. Box 2398,
Cleveland TN 37320-2398
Telephone: 423-476-3337
zionchurch11@bellsouth.net

“Behold this child is set for
the rise and fall of many . . .”
		

Scripture quotations are taken from the King James
Version unless otherwise noted.
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—Lu.2.34

Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address
Note: Section II of the Annual Address was
featured in the October issue. The Introduction
and Sections I and III are featured in this issue.
Sections IV and V will appear in upcoming issues.

Introduction

The contrast of good and evil, of light and
darkness, of sin and evil is a natural phenomenon in a
fallen world—a world that God is seeking to redeem
and restore through Christ and His church and the
Holy Spirit:

What a year! It opened on the wave of one of the greatest
economic surges in American history and indeed in
the history of any nation. Then came the Covid-19
pandemic that triggered a sudden collapse in the stock
market and economy, reminiscent of Black Thursday
and the week of October 24-29, 1929 that ushered in
the Great Depression. This was followed by passionate
protests, riots, social chaos, anarchy, treasonous acts,
moral corruption, and open lawlessness; and with
the lawlessness, violence spread and filled the streets
of our cities in the United States and throughout the
world. And this is the way things stand even at this
present moment.
It is certain that the present state of things is
in fulfillment of the Holy Spirit’s prophetic warning
that “perilous [dangerous] times shall come” in the
very last days (2 Tim. 3.1) and Jesus’ prediction that
“All these [things] are the beginning of sorrows”
(Mt. 24.8). We should expect therefore that wickedness
and the spirit of antichrist will continue to increase
throughout the world in the months and years ahead [if
the Lord tarries], and, accordingly, the proclamation
and spread of the Gospel will be passionately opposed
and resisted.
Still, there is good news: for according to
the apostle Paul’s inspired observation, “where sin
[abounds], grace much more [abounds]” (Rom.
5.20). And again, where darkness exists, the light of
the Gospel shines much more brightly and clearly.
This underscores the apostle’s further reasoning in his
letter to the Philippians:

“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now
are ye light in the Lord: walk as children
of light: (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all
goodness and righteousness and truth);
Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather reprove them.
For it is a shame even to speak of those
things, which are done of them in secret.
But all things that are reproved are made
manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth
make manifest is light. Wherefore he saith,
Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the
dead, and Christ shall give thee light” (Eph.
5.8-14).
And again,
“But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that
that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye
are the children of light, and the children
of the day: we are not of the night, nor of
darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do
others; but . . . watch and be sober. For they
that sleep sleep in the night; and they that
be drunken are drunken in the night. But
let us who are of the day, be sober, putting
on the breastplate of faith and love; and for
an helmet, the hope of salvation” (1 Thess.
5.4-9).

“That ye may be blameless and harmless, the
sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation, among whom
ye shine as lights in the world” (Phil. 2.15).
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This principle has been proven throughout
Christian history. Worldly and demonic persecution

of the saints and with the martyrs of Jesus:
and when I saw her I wondered with great
admiration [astonishment]” (Rev. 17.1-6).

and adversity have served as catalysts for revival and
spiritual restoration. When things are at their worst in
the world, the church is often awakened and quickened!
It is thus that the Covid 19 pandemic, with its
attending evils—lawlessness and violence and social
and political unrest, instability, and corruption—have
caused millions to turn to the Lord and millions more
to consider the eternal destiny of their souls and to
think about the reality of heaven and hell. Amazingly,
the church also has excelled under these circumstances
in almost every facet of its ministry and world
outreach, including in its finances and physical assets.

The Bride
“And I heard as it were the voice of
a great multitude, and as the voice of
many waters, and as the voice of mighty
thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord
God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad
and rejoice, and give honour to him: for
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his
wife hath made herself ready. And to her
was granted that she should be arrayed
in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine
linen is the righteousness of saints. And he
saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which
are called unto the marriage supper of the
Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the
true sayings of God” (Rev. 19.6-9).

Section I
Bride of Christ over against
the Great Harlot
The principle just mentioned—namely, that
where sin and iniquity abound, grace and righteousness
much more abound—is plain to see in contrast with
the whore church described in Rev. 17 and the bride of
Christ in Rev. 19. Note the marked distinctions:

Prophetic Vision of Two “Women:”
Zion and Babylon

The Great Harlot

Volumes have been written on these two
symbolic women in the Bible. Zion Assembly will
soon add her volumes to the vast collection that
attempt to identify them and compare their natures,
characteristics, and destinies. I have myself through
the years written a great deal on the subject and made
comparisons. The contrasts are sharp and stark: in a
word, the chosen bride, which is preparing herself
for her marriage to the Royal Bridegroom, seeks
for holiness and chastity, inwardly and outwardly;
she is shamefaced, meek, faithful, transparent,
simple, and good; and focused on pleasing, exalting,
and glorifying her beloved, the Lord Jesus Christ
(2 Cor. 11.2-3; Eph. 5.26-32; Rev. 19.7-8). Whereas,
the harlot is spiritually corrupt and embodies
every evil thing—idolatry, murder, whorishness,
moral filthiness, pride, greed, and selfishness; she
is outwardly loud and gaudy; egotistical and selfdeceived [“glorifies herself,” Rev. 18.7]; she loves
money and temporal power and position; she is
a temptress, a false prophetess, seductive, wily,
cunning, and deadly. She is in league with the devil,
whereas the bride is in covenant with her Lord. In

“And there came one of the seven angels
. . . talked with me, saying . . . Come hither;
I will shew thee the judgment of the great
whore that sitteth upon many waters: With
whom the kings of the earth have committed
fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth
have been made drunk with the wine of her
fornication. So he carried me away in the
spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman
sit upon a scarlet-colored beast, full of the
names of blasphemy, having seven heads
and ten horns. And the woman was arrayed
in purple and scarlet color, and decked
[adorned] with gold and precious stones
and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand
full of abominations and filthiness of her
fornication. And upon her forehead was a
name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS,
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
And I saw the woman drunk with the blood
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of men will do when substituted instead of
God’s law” (The Lost Link, p. 35).

a word, the bride represents the “City of God,” the
harlot, the “City of Man.” The harlot is “Babylon”
(Gen. 11.4-9; Jer. 51.24-35, 37-49; Rev. 18.1-24), the
bride is “Zion” or “New Jerusalem” (Ps. 46.4; 48.1;
87.2-3; Is. 1.26-27; 60.14; Gal. 4.26; Rev. 21.2, 9-10).
As we move forward toward the culmination
of all things, Zion Assembly will more carefully
examine the differences between the bride and the
harlot and more plainly distinguish the role of each
in end-time events. Our ministers will become more
acutely aware and informed regarding the unfolding
revelation of these opposing forces, of truth and
righteousness versus evil and the lying spirits at work
in these very last days.
In this annual address, however, I have purposely
restricted my scope to the political intrigue and
seductive powers of the harlot and her insatiable
desire to rule and reign over the earth and in the
affairs of men. Her concerns and passions are entirely
focused on temporal and carnal things, for she is
in league with the developing beast system and the
“great dragon.” Whereas the interests and passions
of the bride of Christ is focused ever more perfectly
on pleasing Christ and preparing herself for the royal
wedding. Her concerns are therefore preoccupied
with things spiritual and eternal.

The Assembly in 1908 thus went on record
as being “Opposed to the union of Church and
state under any circumstances” (General Assembly
Minutes, 1906-1914, pp. 41-42); and, correspondingly,
the church was admonished to avoid at all costs being
drawn into the web of worldly politics and political
intrigue. For getting too involved with secular politics,
either in a practical way or emotionally, inevitably
corrupts and transforms the church into what Spurling
termed a “political ecclesiasticism,” a condition that
almost always ends in the tragic union of “church
and state” (The Lost Link, p. 15). Our forefathers in
the late nineteenth- and early twentieth century knew
very well how quickly a body of believers could be
corrupted by becoming “entangled with the affairs
of this life.” While conceding that “All Christians
. . . have a right to vote,” Spurling cautioned against
getting involved in “political disputes” and sternly
admonished the ministers and members not to
“aspire to [political] office.” And even in the event
that one should otherwise be chosen as an officer
in civil government, he advised care to be taken
to “let God rule in [his] heart and office with all
meekness and honesty, shewing [himself] a pure
Christian in all things” (The Lost Link, p. 45).

Corruptible Nature of Worldly Politics
Importance of Maintaining
Separation of Church and State

Seductive Allure of Secular Politics
The differences between the bride of Christ
and the harlot woman are made plain in God’s
prophetic Word. The whorish church system loves
temporal power and authority because she is carnal
and essentially “of this present age,” that is, she is
worldly! She therefore loves politics and creates
political intrigue, and those in league with her also
“love” worldly politics (Rev. 17.7-18; 1 Jn. 2.15).
This spiritual prostitute lives in fornication with
various political states around the world—with
the kings and rulers of the earth, with the heads of
nations and vassals of the reigning beast empire. And
the United States is not immune to this corruptive
relationship. Even in this present age—before the
beast is fully revealed and usurping dominion in the
earth—we see the influence of this spirit at work.
Professing “Gospel” ministers are snuggling up to
men [and women] in high political positions; they

Accordingly, I want again to emphasize in this
address the importance of an old Anabaptist principle
adopted in the Third General Assembly in 1908, that
of separation of church and state. This was a foregone
conclusion in the church in the early twentieth century,
for our church fathers were only a few generations
removed from the horrific terrors and persecutions
inflicted upon the church by European political states
as well as by Papal Rome and Protestantism. After
reflecting on the “awful scenes” of persecution of
God’s people in Europe, in his The Lost Link, R. G.
Spurling wrote,
“I turn from these awful scenes to the fair
land of America and ask, Shall this fair
land ever drink the blood of God’s holy
people . . . God only knows what the law
6

relish being recognized by men in seats of government
and political power, and would willingly give their
“eyeteeth” for an invitation to a presidential banquet
or royal affair at a kingly court, or even to be a part
of a political fundraising dinner. They love political
campaigns, and nearly breakout in a slobber if the
candidate invites him/her to say a few words at one
of their rallies or to offer up a pretentious “prayer”
for divine blessing on his/her campaign for office.
These preachers are a far cry from the bold
and anointed men of God in the Bible, many of whom
called out political leaders who sinned and misled the
people, either politically or morally. John the Baptist
reproved Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great, for
marrying Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, saying,
“It is not lawful for you to have your brother Philip’s
wife” (Mt. 14.1-11; Mk. 6.14-28). [Antipas and Philip
were
half-brothers,
having the same father
but different mothers.]
This marriage was a
blatant transgression
of the laws of God:
it
was
adulterous
and incestuous (Lev.
18.16; Mt. 5.32; Mk
10.11; Rom. 7.2-3),
and contrary also to
the levirate regulations
for marriage, for Philip
had a child and he
himself was also still
alive (Deut. 25.5-6; Mt.
22.24-28). The scenario of events thereafter wound
up costing John his life—”his head on a platter;”
for Salome, Herodias’ daughter, danced lewdly and
provocatively before an intoxicated Antipas during
an elaborate celebration of his birthday with his lords
and nobles. Her seductive dance so inflamed Antipas’
carnal passions that he offered her whatsoever she
wished up to half of his kingdom.
Now the whole affair to have John killed
and publicly mocked was a plot hatched by a bitter
Herodias who hated the prophet and his message
from God, especially for denouncing her marriage
to Antipas. So, in counsel with her vile daughter, she
arranged for the seduction and the execution of John
(Mk. 6.19-28). But see, all inevitably ended according
to the plan of God: Antipas, Herodias, and Salome
went on to give an account of their works before a just

and righteous God, and so also did the incomparable
John who had fulfilled his calling and noble purpose as
a prophet and the forerunner of Christ! Heaven gained
John, and hell enlarged herself with his persecutors
(Is. 5.14-15).
It is worth noting here that the ministry of Jesus
created [or occasioned] political intrigue between
Antipas and Pilate leading up to His crucifixion.
For Pilate and Antipas had been “at enmity between
themselves,” but their common need to deal with
Jesus brought them together. Luke says that after
Antipas sent Jesus back to Pilate to deal with Him and
appease the chief priests and Jews who were crying
out against Him (Lu. 23.1-11, 18-21), that “same day
Pilate and Herod were made friends” (v. 12). Politics
does indeed “make strange bedfellows.”
Jesus himself had pulled no punches in
reproving
Herod
[Antipas], telling his
disciples on an earlier
occasion to “go tell that
fox, Behold, I cast out
devils and I do cures
today and tomorrow,
and the third day I
shall be perfected
[resurrected]”
(Lu.
13.31-32). His labeling
Antipas as a “fox” was
a reference to the latter’s
“cunning craftiness” as
a politician (3.1; 9.7;
23.8-11). It was thus that
when Antipas finally met with Jesus and “questioned
him with many words,” that Jesus “answered him
nothing” (23.9), for He knew that the die had been cast
for the frame up against Him toward His crucifixion
(note Ps. 2.1-2; and Acts 4.26-27). He knew that He
was the prophetic “Lamb” and that His Father had
ordained from the foundation of the world that He
must be slain to procure the “purchased possession”
(Eph. 1.14; Acts 20.28; Rev. 13.8). He knew also
that His silence before Antipas would only excite his
hatred and evil passions against Him and would even
unite him with Pontius Pilate toward His crucifixion
(Lk. 23.13-46); and further, that Herod would “with
his men of war set him at nought [treat Him with
contempt], mock Him, and array Him in a gorgeous
robe, and send Him back to Pilate” (v. 11); and that
this decision by Antipas would patch up the hostility
7
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Salisbury church on the Move!
Our people seem more determined now than ever
before to make Heaven their home.  We all believe it
will be worth every trial and affliction in this life to
see the beautiful face of Jesus and hear Him say “well
done thy good and faithful servant.”
			
—Molly Hayward, reporter

After being homebound for so
long and missing one another
due to COVID 19, we broke out
in June in Salisbury, Maryland
with a Devotional and Sunday School picnic. It was
such an uplift; everyone rejoiced in the Lord and
enjoyed being together once again.
We have had some powerful preaching from our
pastor, Joseph (“Buddy”) Quillen. The Spirit of the
Lord has surely been moving in our services.  We are
so grateful for a minister who preaches the truth of
God’s Word with love and compassion.
There has been an increase in attendance since we
have started having regular services again. To God be
the glory!  The Lord is moving, for He has free reign
among His people in Salisbury. It seems that people
are getting restless in churches where the Spirit is not
flowing freely.
In early October we had a Harvest Party with twenty
in attendance. The Lord blessed us abundantly during
the program and afterward in the food and fellowship
service. Our pastor turned 70 on October 22, and we
had him a surprise birthday party. Some of his family
and grandchildren were in attendance along with the
members of the church.
Our regional overseer, J.J. Davis and his son Isaac
visited with us on October 24-25. We had wonderful
services with them and were given wise instructions
regarding the end-times in which we live. Brother
Davis cautioned us not to be like the world—dividing
the church between Red and Blue, but rather to stand
united in the Lord in one body of Christ. He encouraged
us further to continue in the faith, grounded and settled
in the Hope of the Gospel.
We are pleased to report that the Salisbury church is
100% in Emergency Fund, plus a new family also paid
and joined the roll. Also, our church paper, the Voice
of Zion is in every home. We are now looking for a
new building to accommodate our vision for outreach
and growth—for we believe the Lord is going to send
new people our way. Pray for us.
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October Mission Drive Results
Our pastors, mission directors, and local churches are hereby congratulated for your
individual and collective accomplishment in this year’s October Drive. Your zeal and
faithfulness in support of missions around the world is unparalleled, particularly in
view of the havoc and restrictions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. We can say here
what the apostle Paul said of the Macedonians, that though they had been afflicted with
“deep poverty,” yet they excelled in giving freely and liberally to the necessities of the
saints elsewhere. The Macedonians proved that when we offer our hearts and praises to
the Lord with joy, we have no problem offering up our pocketbooks as well (2 Cor. 8.1-7).
Cleveland, TN			

Dallas, OR

$11,400.00

$1,000.00

Greenville, SC		

$9,088.94

Lancaster, CA

$956.00

Wilmington, NC

$6,912.40

Sharon, WV

$880.81

Idamay, WV

$5,225.00

West Pelzer, SC

$758.36

Crossville, TN

$4,237.46

Oil City, PA

$700.00

Goshen, IN

$4,150.00

Fort Morgan, CO

$430.00

Caledonia, MS

$3,644.85

Salisbury, MD

$400.00

Hesperia, CA

$3,555.00

Browder, KY

$327.00

Okolona, MS

$2,948.30

Pulaski, TN

$265.00

Highgrove, CA

$2,650.00

Jacksboro, TN

$230.00

Oxnard, CA

$2,500.00

Kingstree, SC

$215.66

Rialto, CA

$2,000.00

Colton, CA

$200.00

West Mobile, AL

$2,000.00

State of Idaho

$200.00

Scottsville, KY

$1,693.54

State of Wyoming

$200.00

Anaheim, CA

$1,500.00

San Jose, CA

$150.00

Bayou La Batre, AL

$1,487.00

Mesquite, TX

$150.00

Bingamon, WV

$1,420.00

Folson, WV

$150.00

Taylors, SC

$1,293.89

Ware Shoals, SC

$100.00

Roanoke, VA

$1,175.00

Karns City, PA

Lompoc, CA

$1,150.00

Grand Total: $77, 205.55
9

$61.34

Christmas Mystery

“And the Word

Eternal Word and virgin clay,
Joined together on that Day;
Two in One unfathomable Mystery,
Infinite God entered History.
Outcast man with no hope,
Wandering, babbling, trying to cope;
Morally bankrupt—in despair,
Blind and mute and unaware.
Knowing not the grace-filled Scheme,
The desire of the Father to Redeem;
Agape calling, pleading for repentance,
To overturn the awful sentence.
Shepherds quaked, and the Virgin knew,
The time had come, the Babe was due;
But Mystery deep she did not fathom,
In her womb the second Adam.
Firstborn of a new creation,
Son of David filled His station;
Royal and holy He lived and died,
Then came forth Justified!
A little later the manifest Promise,
Quenched the doubt of every ‘Thomas’;
Eternal Spirit descended as a Dove,
Pierced the heart with unspeakable Love.
Christmas now more than a day,
‘Tis a Witness, in the soul to stay;
Joy and peace—a wondrous story,
With power to change from glory to glory!
					—WHP
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The Birth of Jesus

was made flesh”

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on
this wise: When as his mother Mary
was espoused to Joseph, before they
came together, she was found with
child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph
her husband, being a just man, and not
willing to make her a publick example,
was minded to put her away privily.
But while he thought on these things,
behold, the angel of the Lord appeared
unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph,
thou son of David, fear not to take unto
thee Mary thy wife: for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
And she shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call his name JESUS: for
he shall save his people from their sins.
Now all this was done, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord
by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin
shall be with child, and shall bring
forth a son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which being interpreted
is, God with us. Then Joseph being
raised from sleep did as the angel of
the Lord had bidden him, and took
unto him his wife: And knew her not
till she had brought forth her firstborn
son: and he called his name Jesus.

—Jn. 1.14
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—Mt. 1.18-25
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church. He opened the empire’s vast treasures to the
church, building grand cathedrals and baptistries, and
showering the bishops and leaders with monetary and
material gifts. Blinded by Constantine’s flatteries and
the wealth of the empire that had become accessible to
the church, many of the leaders, like Bishop Eusebius
of Caesarea (ca. 260-339), “Father of Church History,”
declared the kingdom of God on earth had come!

that existed between himself and Pilate. It was thus
on that same day that the two of them—the provincial
king and the governor became bosom friends on the
common ground of their politics and hatred for the
Lord (v. 12). Still, Jesus went forward faithfully to the
Cross to fulfill the will of His Father and do His part
in God’s plan, which had been ordained before the
foundation of the world (Eph. 1.4-11; Rev. 13.8).
The three Hebrew young men in Babylon
refused to bow down to Nebuchadnezzar’s golden
idol and boldly asserted when the king called them
to account: “O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful
to answer thee in this matter” (Dan. 3.16). And they
declared further that “[our God is able to deliver us
out of your hand]” and out of the “burning fiery
furnace.” Still more boldly and confidently they
asserted, “But if not, be it known that we will not
serve other gods, nor worship the golden image
which thou hast set up” (vv. 17-18). You know the
miraculous outcome of this inspirational story: a
“fourth man” appeared in the fire with them—“His
form was like the Son of God”— and delivered them
so completely that the fire could not burn them. Amen.
Not even the hairs of their heads were singed, nor was
the smell of smoke upon their turbans and clothes (v.
27).
The case with Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego turned out favorably for the church and
the people of God, unlike the immediate fate of Jesus
and John the Baptist. But each case worked toward
fulfilling the will and purpose of God and the ends for
which the Father desired.

Church ‘in Bed’ with the World

Lesson from Early Church History

Constantine’s pretentious conversion about
A.D. 312 and the favors he bestowed upon the church
made the church popular throughout the empire.
Thousands of half-baked, pretentious believers poured
into the church (cp. Hos. 7.8; Mk. 8.34-38; Rev. 3.16).
Paganism was mixed with Christian teachings, and
according to the Emperor’s scheme, church and state
were united. And Constantine sat on his imperial
throne as the head of both. He even called in A.D. 325
and presided over the church’s universal council at
Nicea [modern-day Istanbul, Turkey]. As such, truth
and holiness were compromised and God’s desire
for a “peculiar people” was momentarily thwarted
(Ex. 19.5-8; Deut. 4.20; 7.6; 14.2, 21; 26.18; 32.89; 1 Kg. 8.53; Ps. 135.4; Song 6.8-12; 8.12; 1 Pet.
2.9; et al.). The betrothed bride of Christ gradually
blended in with the world and lost her chastity and
peculiar identity (2 Cor. 11.2-3); the “faithful city”
was seduced and went a whoring after the dumb idols
and the common gods of the people, adopting the
habits of the pagans (Jer. 3.8-11; 13.27; Ezek. 16.8-9,
15-17, 26-33; 23.8-17; Hos. 4.6-19; et al.); and true to
the biblical prophecies,

Powerful Deception of
Constantinian “Christianity”

“. . . [darkness covered] the earth and gross
darkness the people” (Is. 60.2).

There are a hundred other accounts in which
men of God stood up against political corruption and
sinfulness in political leaders. A classic case was
Moses standing up against Pharaoh and the armies
and powers of Egypt. But there are instances also
in which the church was seduced by the powers of
political intrigue and drawn into the world of politics.
A classic instance of this was in the Early Church
in the fourth century when Constantine the Great
feigned his conversion from sun-god worship to the
Gospel of Christ, and also feigned his love for the

“How is the faithful city become an harlot .
. .” (Is. 1.21).
“Yet I planted thee a noble vine, wholly a
right seed: how then art thou turned into
the degenerate plant of a strange vine unto
me?” (Jer. 2.21).
“Remember from whence thou art fallen,
and repent, and do thy first works, or else
I will come quickly, and will remove thy
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candlestick out of his place, except thou
repent” (Rev. 2.5).

I’ll rest my case here by noticing again Jesus’
words to the chief priests, scribes, and Pharisees, the
latter of whom attempted through flattery to entrap
Jesus in His words and make it seem He was setting
up Himself and the church over against the state of
Rome. They asked Him the loaded question, “Is it
lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or not?”
(Mt. 22.16-17; see also Mk. 12.14; Lu. 20,22-25).
Jesus perceived their craftiness [wickedness] and
answered them with an illustration. He took a penny
[Gr. denarius] from one of the observers, and asked,
“Whose is this image and superscription?” They
said, Caesar’s. Jesus said, “Render therefore unto
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s” (vv. 18-21). In this way Jesus
plainly established the separation of church and state,
but also, He masterfully impressed the point upon
their minds that ultimately all things belong to God.
Give Caesar his penny, that is, pay your due tax, but
you owe your soul and life and very existence to God!
This was the same as saying, God is your Creator and
Lord and Savior and Sustainer, not Caesar! Pay your
taxes because it is the will of God, and because the
Lord rules over all, for He is King of kings and Lord
of lords!

This is a point that I have done my best to
impress upon our people several times in recent
years—in annual addresses and other messages;
namely, to beware of political intrigue and being drawn
in by the spirit of sorcery and the seductive powers
of worldly politics. For the political nations of this
present world—often under the influence of demonic
principalities and powers—move in their orbits, and
the church moves in her God-ordained orbit. Christ is
the Lord and head of the church, and Satan is the head
and “god [ruler]of this present world” (Jn. 12.31;
14.30; 2 Cor. 4.4). He is the “prince and power of
the air” (Jn. 14.30; Eph. 2.2); and he is behind the
developing beast [political] system and the whore
church that is, even as we speak, positioning herself
for the time when she will mount the seven-headed
beast and exercise universal power and influence over
the earth.
Now observe: we do indeed enter the political
world of nations to proclaim the Gospel; in fact, we
invade the nations to rescue lost souls and lead the
“other sheep” into the sheepfold of Christ. But we
are not part of this present age with our hearts and
minds, for our citizenship is in heaven, and we “sit
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 1.9; 2.6;
Heb. 6.4-5). We are “in” the world but not “of” the
world! As such, we should never allow our hearts
and passions to become “entangled with the affairs
of this world” (2 Tim. 2.4). Avoid the temptation of
allowing your interests and affections to be drawn into
the world of secular politics.
“Well,” you might say, “what about all that is
going on right now—riots, chaos, senseless violence,
tearing down historical statues, racism, tribalism, the
spirit of hatred and revenge, the Black Lives Matter
movement, lawlessness, the prevailing spirit of
antichrist, and so on?” All of this is part and parcel
of “this present world [age].” Wake up, brethren!
The United States is not going to save you. The
United States is not going to be raptured. Jesus is not
coming back after the United States. Recall Spurling’s
wisdom noted earlier. Then, what shall we do? The
answer is to snuggle-up closer to Christ and His
church. Get more involved in fulfilling her ministry
and mission. Invest all you are and all you have in the
church! It will pay great dividends, for it is the church
that the “gates of hell shall not prevail against!”

Powerful Allure of the Papacy
and Roman Catholicism
One last point along these lines before moving
on. If you want to really see and hear a shallow and
lukewarm preacher began to drool over worldly and
temporal power, listen to one who has been invited
to the Vatican, especially one who has been given an
audience for a few moments with the reigning pope.
I have been acquainted with a few pastors and nonCatholic scholars who were invited to observe Vatican
Council II in Rome in 1962-1965 and others who
have participated in conciliar meetings and councils
with the papacy since that time. Most of them think
it the greatest honor to be recognized by Rome, even
if only in some small way, and imagine themselves to
be instruments in a move of God to bring about the
union [or reunion] of so-called “separated brethren”
into the one true “fold”—the Roman Catholic Church.
Even whole nations have become beside themselves
with a visit by a papal envoy, and more especially if a
reigning pope himself visits them.
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Recall just a few years ago in 2015 when
Pope Francis soon after his election in 2013 visited
the United States. Euphoria swept over the sixty-five
million Roman Catholics in the United States but also
over the entire nation, including Protestants, Jews,
and Muslims. It was amazing. The media hype and
anticipation of the pope’s message and “blessings”
created a kind of mystical aura everywhere he went.
The media was laser focused on every move taken
[on foot and in the pope-mobile] by the pontiff—
the supreme head and commander on earth of all
the faithful throughout the world. John Boehner, the
speaker of the house and a devout Roman Catholic was
awestruck by the pope’s presence and address to the
joint session of Congress on September 24th [which
Boehner had arranged]. He was so overwhelmed with
emotion, he broke into tears, believing that God had
spoken to him at that moment and settled in his spirit
that he should resign as speaker of the house and move
on with his life. The next day he announced he was
stepping down as speaker and resigning from Congress.
Ten years earlier in 2005, President George W. Bush
was one of 166 kings, heads of state, and special
national representatives to attend John Paul II’s
funeral in Rome. For such is the expected protocol
for leaders around the world in honor of the “Holy
Father” and in recognition of his exalted status.
The funeral was a solemn occasion but also a truly
globally celebrated event—one on which the eyes of
the entire world were fixed. An estimated four million
flocked into Rome to honor and say goodbye to the
much loved “giant of his era” while an estimated two
billion beheld the spectacle via television. The event
revealed just how prominent and indispensable the
papacy is to world order, politically and religiously, as
well as to the future peace and prosperity of the world.

the church just seem to evaporate with time, without
true repentance and cleansing. Neither does it seem
to matter that popes in recent decades—beginning
in the 1950s—have led the Roman Church to accept
evolution over against creationism to account for the
origin of life on earth; and consistent with this lie, a
literal interpretation of the Genesis account of creation
is also denied. For decades there has been a push
within the Roman Church to accept homosexuality.
Pope Francis recently gave credence to this movement,
conceding that homosexuality is not a choice, that one
is born as such and should be accepted into the family
of God! As the Roman Church moves ever farther
away from biblical teachings and principles, it seems,
accordingly, that every moral issue is thrown open
for debate, that there are no settled points and moral
absolutes. We may be sure that the die is cast, and
we are now witnessing “the great harlot” posturing
herself to mount the beast [that “shall ascend out
of the bottomless pit”] and ride it through the Great
Tribulation period to her tragic end (Rev. 17.8-18;
18.1-24).

Bride’s Rise to Prominence
Now, how does Zion Assembly fit into the
end-times scheme for all things? We may be sure
that we will not become prominent nor strategic in
the political and economic scheme of things. Nor will
God’s church ever be popular in this present age. For as
Jesus said, “My kingdom [which includes His church]
is not of this world” (Jn. 18.36; Dan. 2.44-45; 7.14),
and again, “[My sheep] are not of the world, even as
I am not of the world” (17.16); and yet again, “If the
world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it
hated you. If you were of the world, the world would
love its own: but because ye are not of the world, but
I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you” (Jn. 15.18-19).
Still, we have been appointed a special role by the
Lord to fulfill in this present evil age—a role that is
indispensable in God’s unfolding plan. We are called
and commissioned to herald the glorious Gospel—the
“good news” of forgiveness, redemption, salvation and
healing in Christ’s name (Mt. 24.14; 28.19-20; Mk.
16.15-18); having been empowered and gifted also to
work miracles with signs and mighty wonders, and do
exploits in His name (Dan. 11.32; Mk. 16.17-18; Acts
1.8; 2.43; 5.12; 6.8; 14.3; 15.12; et al.). Further, we

Vain Illusions
After the funeral, President Bush commented
that we all are now praying and awaiting to see who
will fill the “seat of Saint Peter.” It seems the image
of the pope as the vicar of Christ is now etched in
the minds of nearly the whole world. No matter
how perverted and undisciplined the Roman Church
becomes, the image of her being the “Holy Mother
Church” seems to remain. The innumerable accounts
of pedophilia among priests, historically and recently,
and other sexual perversions throughout the history of
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will be instrumental in bringing God’s people together
into “one fold” (Jn. 10.16; Eph. 1.10; 2.14-16), into
the “unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 4.13-16;
Phil. 3.16; Col. 1.28).
Seeing the church in biblical prophecy helps
us to see the larger cosmic scheme of things—the
bigger picture, as it were, through the eyes of God;
and to know the glorious end of believers and the
damnable consequences for all who reject His
gracious offer of eternal life in Christ (Hab. 2.34; Eph. 3.9-10). This prophetic “vision” of God’s
church enables us also to accomplish what we
have been called and commissioned to do in Zion
Assembly: to evangelize the lost in every nation, to
baptize believers, to plant churches in every nation,
to incorporate believers in the body of Christ, and to
teach and perfect them in the image of Christ; and
all this over against the developing whore church
and her relationship with the seven-headed beast.
May the Lord anoint and enable us to fulfill His
eternal plan and purpose in Zion Assembly. Amen.

identify Israel. She was known as “backsliding Israel”
(Jer. 3.6, 8, 11-12): the people’s “transgressions are
many, and their backslidings increased” (Jer.5.6;
14.7; Hos. 11.7). Under the New Covenant, the
churches of the Galatians were severely reproved by
the apostle Paul; he referred to the people as “foolish”
for allowing themselves to be duped and “bewitched”
by certain teachers who brought them again under the
works of the law and the flesh over against the liberty of
the Gospel through faith and the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit (Gal. 3.1-29). There were some from the very
beginning who “crept [into the church] unawares”
(Gal. 2.4; Jude 3-4), who feigned to be “ministers of
righteousness” but were actually servants of Satan
(2 Cor. 11.13-15), deceiving and seducing the people
by their enchantments, “turning the grace of God
into lasciviousness” and thereby presuming to justify
various forms of fornication [sex by a single person;
sex outside of marriage; homosexuality; incest;
marrying someone else’s wife or husband; etc.]; and,
consequently, drawing also those who had once been
delivered back into lives of sin and sensuality (Jude 3,
7-16,18-19; 2 Pet. 2.1-22; Rev. 2.12-16, 18-26; et al).

Section III

Reflecting on our
Reformation in 2004

Slipping and Sliding

We have been asked on many occasions on what
basis we justified our separation and reorganization
of the church in April 2004. Our answer has been
consistently based on the following premises:
First, a rising tide of doctrinal error was flooding
the church for years previous to our reformation;
and, consistent with the doctrinal corruption, there
was also a declining spirituality among the ministers
and members—a developing disposition that lacked
gravity, sincerity, spiritual fervor, the fear of God, and
a hunger for intimacy with God and love for truth and
holiness. Further, the very basis of decision-making
in the church was undermined in order for the new
leaders to have their own way—to interject their “new
light” into the church’s government and polity, and to
push forward their new agenda for the future direction
of the church.
It does not seem too much to say in fact that our
traditional understanding of the nature and operations
of the church was turned on its head, and our traditional
way of doing business “with one accord” was highjacked. This was considered by consecrated and
sober-minded ministers and members to be a cardinal

The tendency to “slip” or “fall away” and
“depart from the faith” is an ever present threat for
the church. We are therefore warned by Jesus and the
apostles against the temptation to “backslid” or “turn
back” (Mt. 24.3-5, 11-13; 25.1-13; Lu. 9.62; 1 Cor.
10.1-12; 2 Pet. 2.1-15; Jude 3-6, 19-24; et al.). The
inspired writer of Hebrews thus says,
“Therefore we ought to give the more
earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let them
slip” (Heb. 2.1).
And David, in one of his psalms, prays,
“Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my
footsteps slip not” (Ps. 17.5).
Backsliding, both individually and corporately,
was not uncommon in both the Old and New
Testaments. It was so common in the church under the
Old Covenant that the habit was made an adjective to

15

transgression against the principle and practice of
church government and decision-making taught by
Christ and exemplified by the apostles and the churches
in the New Testament (Mt. 16.19; 18.15-20; Acts
1.13-26; 15. 1 –16.5; Rom. 15.5-6; 1 Cor. 1.10; Phil.
3.16; 1 Thess. 2.14). In effect, the very basis of our
fellowship was upset and overturned, and key pillars of
the church were being removed. Simply put, the clouds
of apostasy were again casting their shadows over the
church. Think of it! The very teachings and practices
of Christ and the apostles were being changed and
compromised. The sheep were being led astray again
by worldly-minded and lukewarm ministers; indeed,
some were no more than hirelings, greedy for gain and
temporal power. It was an old story.

truth to agree with “the lie” they were now fostering
and proclaiming under demonic influence. It was this
method that enabled the leaders to lead the sheep down
the primrose path to apostasy. Sacred teachings and
practices were compromised and corrupted, including
well-established and sacred institutions like marriage
and the church itself.

“Lest Thou Forget!”
“Behold, I have taught you statutes and
judgments, even as the Lord my God
commanded me, that ye should do so in
the land whither ye go to possess it. Keep
therefore and do them; for this is your
wisdom and your understanding in the
sight of the nations, which shall hear all
these statutes, and say, Surely this great
nation is a wise and understanding people
. . . Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy
soul diligently, lest thou forget the things
which thine eyes have seen, and lest they
depart from thy heart all the days of thy
life; but teach them thy sons, and thy sons’
sons” (Deut. 4.5-9).

“His watchmen are blind: they are all
ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they
cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to
slumber. Yea they are greedy dogs which can
never have enough, and they are shepherds
that cannot understand: they all, look to
their own way, everyone for his gain, from
his quarter” (Is. 56.10-11).
“The priests said not, Where is the Lord?
And they that handle the law knew me not:
the pastor also transgressed against me, and
the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked
after things that do not profit” (Jer. 2.8).

In our view, at that time [2004] and now, many
of the changes and practices represented a bold and
decisive “departure from the faith.” It was a “falling
away” (2 Thess. 2.3), an instance of the “mystery of
iniquity” at work (v. 7). Think of it! The church that
had been planted by the Lord was now “playing the
harlot,” and somehow, intriguingly, had become “the
degenerate plant of a strange vine” (Jer. 2.20-21).
The floodgate was opened and the old doctrines and
practices of the Nicolaitanes, Balaam, and Jezebel
came rushing into the church like mighty tidal waves
(Rev. 2.5-23). Somewhat in a state of shock, we all
stood amazed, though Jesus and the apostles had
warned that such times would come, and that we
should prepare ourselves accordingly.

“For the pastors are become brutish, and
have not sought the Lord: therefore they
shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be
scattered” (Jer. 10.21; see also 11.10; 12.810; 23.1-2; Jn. 10.12-13).
The apostle Paul identified this self-deceived
and crooked ministry at work in the New Testament
church. He described the teachers as “walking in
craftiness,” “[corrupting] the word of God,” and
“handling the word of God deceitfully” (2 Cor.
2.17; 4.2; 11.13-15). We saw the same thing in many
of the leaders in our former fellowship. They sought
academic degrees not to serve the purpose of God in
the ministry, nor to “renounce the hidden things of
dishonesty . . .” but for self-aggrandizement and to
posture for position in the hierarchy of the church. The
more able ones turned the ministry of the Word of God
into a craft, learning how to skillfully manipulate the
Scriptures to serve their corrupt design—to change the

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that
in the latter times some shall depart from
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits
and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies
in hypocrisy; having their consciences
seared with a hot iron . . .” (1 Tim. 4.1-2).
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“For the time will come when they will
not endure sound doctrine; but after their
own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; And shall
turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables . . .” (2 Tim.
4.3-4; see also Mt. 24.3-5, 11-13; 25.1-13;
1 Cor. 10.1-12; 2 Pet. 2.1-15; Jude 3-6, 1924; et al).
After much prayer and thoughtfulness on the
state of things as they had developed and existed at
that time, we felt deeply impressed by the Spirit and
the counsel of God’s Word to distinguish ourselves;
so we would not be corrupted and judged for being
“partakers in other men’s sins” (1 Tim. 5.22; 2 Jn. 11),
nor blamed for “walking in counsel of the ungodly
[or heeding to ungodly counsel]” (Ps.1.1), “[running
with the crowd]” (Ex. 23.2), and contributing to the
prostitution of God’s Word (1 Tim. 4.1-3; Rev. 17.16). In other words, in our view, it was necessary to
“come out from among them, and be ye separate”
(1 Cor. 6.7; Rev. 18.4). This action, it seemed to us then
as now, was necessary to remain justified before the
Lord, for the former administration was pressuring and
threatening dissenters (those who refused to go along
with the disorderliness and doctrinal compromises) in
an attempt to force compliance with their new agenda.
It was more or less a call to “repent or else”—to yield
and go along with the changes being imposed upon
the church or else lose one’s position and have one’s
reputation smeared.
Our actions, consequently, were in divine order,
for according to the wisdom of the apostle, “There
must be also heresies among you, that they which
are approved may be made manifest among you”
(1 Cor. 11.19; note also Jesus’ words at Mt. 18.7; Lu.
17.1). It seemed to be a necessary discomfort therefore
to separate and distinguish ourselves, so that “our
approval [before God and fair-minded men] might be
made manifest.” We simply did not want to be judged
for their doctrinal errors [some of which approached
being ‘damnable heresies’] and lowering the standards
of righteousness with the graceless corruptions that
were then flooding the church.
Second, the spirit of the church was being
changed. What was once the “church of love” was
being degenerated by harshness and arrogance. A
lordship spirit, a forceful “we-will-have-our-way”
attitude permeated the leadership of the church,
which in turn filtered down and infected a large
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number of the members. The general idea that gained
ascendancy and which finally prevailed, was an old
worldly notion practiced in ancient Greece, namely,
democracy—“majority rule,” which, as Alexis de
Tocqueville shows us in his Democracy in America,
inevitably morphs into a “tyranny of the majority.”
But more importantly it always leads to a departure
from “theocratic government”—God ruling His
church through His Word and Holy Spirit and the
instrumentality of Spirit-filled men (Mt. 18.15-20;
Mk. 13.34; Lu. 19.12-13; Acts 1.13-26; 15.1--16.5; 1
Cor. 12.28; Eph. 4.3-8; 11-16; Heb. 13.7, 17; et al).
The lordship spirit in turn created a spirit of
intolerance. Those of us who would not go along with
the majority and their corrupt changes made ourselves
targets for slander and malicious gossip (cf. Mt. 24.1012; 1 Cor. 4.9; Heb. 10.32-33). A tide of evil flooded
the church. “Anathemas” were slung in every direction
through a number of mediums, including church
websites and internet systems. False accusations were
whispered in corners of church offices and repeated
in the shadows of convention halls and Assembly
committee rooms.
Third, we did not act until every effort had been
exhausted to avoid separation. Like Samuel acting on
the counsel of God (1 Sam. 8.9), we protested and
pleaded through proper channels and every available
means, attempting to reason with those in authority;
and this was done respectfully and with a right spirit.
Further, like the Lord, we waited at length (for more
than three years—cf. Rom. 2.4; Rev. 2.21) before
we finally called for the meeting in Pigeon Forge,
Tennessee in April 2004. But all of our efforts and
pleadings, which often were made in tears, fell on deaf
ears and hardened hearts. The answers that came back
to us more or less implied, “get on board or get out.”
A former general overseer said to me on one occasion
in a staff meeting, “Brother Phillips you need to get
on the same page with all of us.” I replied, “Brother
______, the problem is that we are not in the same
book.” Another leader, one of three ministry directors
at that time, said to me, “Brother Phillips, if you were
a Christian gentleman, you should go along with the
new administration or else you should resign and go
do something else.” I responded, “That is one of the
most arrogant statements I have ever heard a church
leader make . . . for [as I went on to explain] I received
my appointment to headquarters first from Bishop M.
A. Tomlinson in 1982, and I received it on the basis
of what I believe and stand for now, not on what you
and this new administration believe. So in light of that,
perhaps you should resign.”

“Behold, I come quickly: hold fast which
thou hast, that no man take thy crown”
(Rev. 3.11).

Sadly, the sentiments of the two leaders just
referred to represented the majority of the church’s
leadership at that time, which gradually became the
prevailing view and spirit of the church. The new leaders,
many of whom were inexperienced and unqualified for
their offices, became increasingly intolerant of dissent
and felt it their duty to coerce conformity to their “new
light” and the plans they had for the future of the church.

“For their heart was not right with [God],
neither were they steadfast in His covenant”
(Ps. 78.37).

Handing Down the Sacred Trust

Continuing Steadfastly in the Faith

“And the things which thou hast heard of me
among many witnesses, the same commit thou
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach
others also” (2 Tim. 2.2)

It was under these conditions and circumstances
that we felt moved by the Spirit and instructed by the
Word of God to take action in 2004. We believed it was
our sacred duty and responsibility to hold fast to our faith
and reaffirm our covenant—to stand on the revelation
we had at first received, recalling the apostle’s words
to Timothy, “But continue in the things which thou
hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of
whom thou hast learned them” (2 Tim. 3.14; note
also Rev. 2.25-26; 3.3, 11).
Thus, rather than surrender our sacred heritage
to the counsel and will of heretical leaders and
novices who had recently gained power in the church,
we elected to continue to follow in the steps of our
illustrious fathers who, being guided by the Holy
Spirit, restored the church in 1886 and again in 1923
on the very foundation that had been laid by Christ
and the apostles.
Now brethren, what could be more important
than keeping the sacred teachings and principles that
have been bequeathed to us in Zion Assembly? We
must keep them ever before us, no less so than the
church in the wilderness whom the Lord commanded,
saying, “these words . . . shall be as frontlets between
thine eyes . . . And thou shalt write them upon the
posts of thy house, and on thy gates” (Deut. 6.6-9).
Indeed, we must now “give the more earnest heed
to the things we have heard, lest at any time we let
them slip.” For now, “it is high time to awake out
of sleep: for . . . our salvation [the coming heavenly
kingdom of God] is nearer than when we believed”
(Rom. 13.11).

“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write
unto you of the common salvation, it was
needful for me to write unto you, and exhort
you that ye should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered to the saints”
(Jude 3).
Think of the great honor that was bestowed
upon the New Testament church by the Lord: that
they should be the guardians and heralds of the whole
body of Christian revelation and doctrine. It was
“delivered” [paradotheise] to the saints,” to keep and
to proclaim to the ends of the earth (Mt. 28.19-20).
And now in these very last days this sacred body of
Christian teaching, this apostolic treasure, has been
delivered to us in Zion Assembly. It must be kept
with all sincerity and gravity, with prayerfulness and
sobriety!
In the almost seventeen years since we
inaugurated the restoration of the church in April, the
Lord has showered us with His bountiful blessings
and divine favor. We have increased remarkably
in numbers, finances, and material assets, but more
importantly, we have preserved the faith of the Gospel
and the precious heritage of holiness principles; and
just as importantly, we have maintained the prophetic
vision of God’s church revealed to us. All of this
great treasure has been committed to us as a sacred
trust, which we must now hand down and commit to
faithful men in this generation who will, in turn, if the
Lord tarries, pass it on to the next generation. Amen.

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as you
know your labor is not in vain in the Lord”
(1 Cor. 15.58).
18

Editorials Cont’d from p. 2
“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for
as we ought: but the Spirit itself [Himself] maketh intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered” (Rom. 8.26).
Now brethren, we may be sure that if we do not know how to pray as we ought, we also may not
know how to vote as we ought. For while something may seem right to us, it may not be according
to the will of the Lord. This was the complaint of the prophet Habakkuk against the Lord. He could
not fathom how the Lord would use a brutal, pagan nation [the Chaldeans] to punish His own people
(Hab. 1.1—2.20). He failed to realize that the Lord often uses adversity, disappointment, judgment and
chastisement to bring us to where we need to be in Him; and thus what may seem on the surface to be
defeat, turns out to have been actually a move of God so His church may be “revived in the midst of
the years” (3.2).

Christmas Heralds
The birth of Jesus was joyously announced by the angel recorded in Lu. 2.10-12:
“Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe
wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”
This same Gospel message was on the lips of several consecrated men and women who in their day
“[waited] for the consolation of Israel” (Lu. 2.25). Simeon was such a man. He had been assured by
the Holy Ghost that he would not die until He had seen the Lord’s Christ (v. 26). Thus, when Joseph
and Mary brought the babe into the Temple for the purification rite, Simeon recognized Him: and
taking the baby Jesus up into his arms, he blessed God, and said,
“Lord now lettest thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have
seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to lighten
thee Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel” (vv. 27-32).
Simeon then blessed Joseph and Mary, and said unto Mary in particular,
“Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign
which shall be spoken against; (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that
the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” (vv. 34-35).
This is what Christmas is all about—heralding the Good News! In the manger at Bethlehem lay God’s
answer for human sin and redemption. God was made flesh in Christ to take away the sin of the world
(Jn. 1.1-3, 14, 29).
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