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Spirit-filled, Uplifting Assembly

The recent General Assembly (September 1-6) was saturated with the presence and power of the Holy Ghost. A full 
report will be given in the next issue of the VOZ; let it be sufficient here to say that the preaching was exceptional, 
powerful, and appropriate for the time in which we are living, for the “delegates” were informed and instructed 
about current issues confronting the church today and were given guidance regarding the best path forward to please 
the Lord and fulfill our mission to the nations.  

The music, worship, singing, praise, Support Ministries programs, and pageantry were all superb and Spirit-saturated. 
Everyone who attended (about 240) were uplifted and blessed. About 1200 watched the Assembly via the Internet 
[live stream] and many testified of the blessings they received. Praise the Lord!  

The saints were strengthened in faith and “blessed in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” At least three precious souls 
were saved, two sanctified, and three baptized with the Holy Ghost. Two were moved to unite with the church [Jacob 
“Jake” Wagner of the Cleveland church and Nadie Garcia of the Oxnard church in California], being administered 
the covenant by their respective pastors. Several believers were healed, spiritually and physically, including Patty 
Shroader who was instantaneously healed of blindness in her right eye. Her blindness was due to a stroke she had 
had a week or so before the Assembly. (Patty will give her testimony of this miraculous healing in the next issue of 
the VOZ). More than 140 went through the healing line on Thursday evening. The church was also strengthened and 
assisted financially. More than $80,000 was received in offerings and pledges.

An Evil Intruder

Within a few days after the Assembly, thirteen who had attended became sick and tested positive for Covid-19 
(including four pastors). However, according to all reports we have received at this point, almost all the cases 
were relatively mild, and none were critical (only one was hospitalized, and only for one day). Praise the Lord! 
It seems the Lord made the ordeal “work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called 
according to His purpose” (Rom. 8.28). The whole Assembly had prayed according to the illustration of Jesus: 
“. . . deliver us from evil,” and the Lord answered. All were happy to suffer for the Gospel’s sake, and all were 
made overcomers by the grace of God through faith and the word of their testimony!

New Educational Wing
A unique attraction of this Assembly was the new Educational wing of the International Ministries Complex. 
About 70-80 participated in the grand opening on Tuesday morning and toured the building. The new Fellowship 
Hall was used throughout the week, including hosting the Ministers and Companions Luncheon on Tuesday and 
the SYNC luncheon on Friday. 
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A theological movement emerged in the 1800s that 
came to be known as “liberalism.” It appeared in 
the broader context of the political and economic 
liberalism that had been sweeping Europe and much 
of the world for over a hundred years. In recent years 
political-economic liberalism has tended toward 
socialist-Marxist ideology, and religious liberalism 
has tended toward a “social Gospel”—a salvation of 
works at the expense of faith, true repentance, and 
spiritual transformation. 

The religious liberalism of which we are speaking 
in this message is rooted in the Enlightenment and 
gained momentum in the latter part of the nineteenth 
century; it continued to escalate in its impact on 
the Christian world in the 1900s—and it continues 
today as one of the fundamental sources giving rise 
to the developing antichrist [“beast”] system of 
government, economics, religion, and the radically 
new social order sweeping the world. Make no 
mistake, the liberalism we are facing today is on 
steroids and permeating every facet of society.  

To classify this movement as “liberalism” is, 
however, on the surface rather misleading, for the 
word liberal is commonly understood to denote 
admirable qualities such as being generous in 
giving and gracious in spirit. But this is not what 
is meant in religious circles today by this term. 
Quite the contrary. Modern liberalism is morally 
and spiritually compromising, seductive and evil; 
a highly infectious and contagious disease, and, as 
such, an enemy of Christ and the Gospel. For among 
other things, it seeks to replace biblical authority 
with “science,” “naturalism,” and theological 
speculation. 

Liberals attempt to accomplish their aims by a 
corresponding deception called “higher criticism,” 
which approaches a study of the Bible through 
scientific and critical means and methods. They thus 
treat the Bible as if it is no more than other literary 
works held in high esteem among men. Accordingly, 
liberals make the Holy Scriptures subject to human 
emotions, “feelings,” vain imaginations, the judicial 
councils of men, and the limits of human reasoning, 
all of which produce warped and “watered-down” 
interpretations of the Bible, and in many instances 
makes the God of the Bible out to be a liar!

Liberals are hard pressed to acknowledge the 
supernatural element of biblical faith and the 
dynamics of the Holy Spirit. Most, in fact, 
categorically deny the supernatural element. In this 
sense they remind us of the aristocratic Sadducees in 
the New Testament who denied the reality of angels 
and demons, the resurrection, and rewards and/or 
punishments after death, including a burning hell 
and “lake of fire” for the wicked. They make “love” 
the primary and highest attribute of God, exalting 
it at the expense of truth, holiness and justice. As 
such, they distort and mischaracterize the love of 
God, seeing it more as human sentiment than the 
gift and power of agape. They do not grasp that, 
though “God is love,” love is not God: and, as such, 
God’s love never negates nor compromises His truth 
and justice and righteousness. For though “the Lord 
is slow to anger, [He] is great in power, and will not 
at all acquit the wicked” (Nahum 1.3). 

Now observe: truth and holiness are primary and 
supreme in God. For if the holiness of God had 
not first been offended, we would not have known 

Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address
 Section II

Liberalism: “Another Gospel”
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His love, for His love and mercy were poured out 
to redeem and deliver men from His judgment 
and wrath (Jn. 3.16, 36). His holiness separated 
Him from sinners, but His love worked toward 
reconciliation. His love enables us to be “partakers 
of His holiness” (Heb. 12.10; 2 Pet. 1.4). That is 
why the angels in heaven are singing “holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God omnipotent,” not “love, love, love 
omnipotent.” It is only by cultivating a proper view 
of God’s perfect moral being and His crystal-clear 
holiness that men are moved to fear and reverence 
Him, which in turn enables them to offer up a deeper 
and more sincere sense of worship and adoration! 
Otherwise, God turns out to be no more than a 
“sugar daddy.” But the Almighty God of the Bible 
is primarily the eternal source of truth and right and 
judgment. Liberals thus ignore that, though God is 
“not willing that any should perish,” He is “not 
slack concerning His promise” and will indeed 
pour out His wrath upon the disobedient and those 
who fail to repent and turn away from their sins
(2 Pet. 3.9-17).  

It is only when “Mercy and truth are met together” 
and “righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other” that God’s justice and righteousness is 
satisfied (Ps. 85.7-13). His love never compromises 
nor negates His truth; indeed, “love rejoices in the 
truth” (1 Cor. 13.6). And again, “But we are sure 
that the judgment of God is according to truth 
against them that do such things (Rom. 2.2). 

We see, then, that one cannot ignore truth and 
justice in the name of love and forgiveness, and 
stand justified before the Lord. This view is a 
gross deception, but it is precisely the view held 
by liberals. They see in the Cross of Christ nothing 
but the outpouring of God’s love to save and unite 
men together in His grace, but, see, the Cross was 
primarily the judgment and wrath of God poured 
out on Christ to satisfy His divine sense of justice 
and righteousness. There had to be a sacrifice for 
propitiation and to make atonement for sinners, for 
the very nature and character of God required it. 
And that in turn required an innocent and spotless 
“Lamb” which God had ordained to be “slain from 
the foundation of the world!” There had to be a 
reckoning for the rebellion and disobedience of 

man, and God’s only begotten Son bore the brunt of 
that reckoning. 

Speaking of Christ, the prophet wrote:

“For he shall grow up before him as a 
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry 
ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; 
and when we shall see him, there is no 
beauty that we should desire him. He is 
despised and rejected of men; a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and 
we hid as it were our faces from him; 
he was despised, and we esteemed him 
not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But 
he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; 
and with his stripes we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned everyone to his own way; and 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all. He was oppressed, and he was 
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he 
is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so 
he openeth not his mouth. He was taken 
from prison and from judgment: and who 
shall declare his generation? for he was 
cut off out of the land of the living: for 
the transgression of my people was he 
stricken. And he made his grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death; 
because he had done no violence, neither 
was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleased 
the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to 
grief: when thou shalt make his soul an 
offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he 
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure 
of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He 
shall see of the travail of his soul, and 
shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall 
my righteous servant justify many; for he 
shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will 
I divide him a portion with the great, and 
he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
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because he hath poured out his soul 
unto death: and he was numbered with 
the transgressors; and he bare the sin 
of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors. (Is. 53.2-12). 

Jesus alone was worthy to pay the sin debt. He 
suffered more than any man, and for all men. He 
died for us! He paid the ransom (Mk. 10.45), and 
true believers receive the blessing and praise Him 
for it. And so, accordingly, because of His sacrifice 
and unspeakable gift, true believers and worshippers 
rejoice and sing together, “The old account was 
settled long ago!”  

The liberals’ view of God’s 
love and holiness and 
truth and righteousness 
is therefore distorted and 
perverted. That is why 
they have no stomach for 
the doctrines of eternal 
damnation and a burning 
hell with all its horrors 
and terrors. They cannot 
fathom a God who 
punishes; nor that wrath 
is a perfection in Him. 
They say all His actions 
are therapeutic rather than 
punitive. And so, they deny 
hell, wrath, damnation, and 
eternal punishment, and in so doing distort God’s 
perfections of justice, righteousness, love, truth and 
holiness and their perfect corrspondence with each 
other. As such, liberalism supports and proclaims, 
“another gospel” (Gal. 1.6-12).  Like the original 
apostates that Paul mentions in Rom. 1.25, they 
“change the truth of God into lie.”

Liberals stress individuality and personhood at the 
expense of God’s original creative order of things, 
including the nature and purpose of the church 
[the “body of Christ”], and in a broader sense 
God’s purpose for well-ordered civil societies in 
the world; for their worldview militates against 
men’s absolute dependence upon God and their 
mutual interdependence upon one another in Christ. 

Liberals also mitigate against the need for believers 
to counsel together and hold one another accountable 
to biblical standards of truth and righteousness. In 
this way they replace the plain Gospel that Jesus 
and the apostles preached with man-made theories 
of salvation, all of which end in a universalism—
everyone being saved—based on their view that 
God is love and therefore could never cast “one of 
His children” into a burning and everlasting hell! 
They fail to see the gravity of sin and misjudge 
God’s absolute abhorrence of it. Accordingly, they 
either ignore or pervert the plain teachings of Jesus 
on this subject: “And fear not them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather 

fear him which is able 
to destroy both body and 
soul in hell” (Mt. 10.28; 
see also 5.22, 27-3; Lu. 
12.5). 

Liberals press individuality 
into individualism, and 
imagine that because men 
have intelligence, will, 
reason, and a soul, they 
have the right to personal 
preferences, like aborting 
their unborn children, and 
divorcing their companions 
and remarrying someone 
else’s husband or wife—
if they “feel” like it! 

Further, they claim the right in the name of “love” 
to indulge in sexual relations outside of marriage—
in fornication—and even seek to negate marriage 
altogether. They claim it is their right as individual 
persons to decide what is morally right and wrong, 
including homosexuality and gender confusion. 
They insist further that whatever seems right to 
them should be considered axiomatically right to 
everyone else; and, on this basis, they say that one 
person should not judge another person, for each is 
a free moral agent, a “free spirit,” and as such, each 
person has the moral capacity to know what is best 
for him/her. Liberals thus claim that  their lives and 
bodies are their own, and accordingly they can do 
with them as they please. 

“They claim that law and order and the 
God-ordained authorities that maintain 
peace and order are tyrannies against 
their human rights and individual 
freedoms. They therefore diminish or 
dismiss altogether the God-ordained 
authority of the state to use force 
to maintain peace and order (Rom. 
13.1-7; 1 Pet. 2.13-17; Titus 3.1), and 
the God-ordained authority of the 
church to maintain spiritual order 
and holiness through moral suasion 
and God-ordained discipline (Mt. 
16.18-19; 18.15-20; 1 Cor. 5.1-13).” 
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They clamor for universal “tolerance” and 
“acceptance” above all else! Well-founded and 
time-proven moral absolutes, even the Ten 
Commandments, are therefore considered archaic 
and thrown aside as rubbish. In fact, liberals struggle 
against authority and rules and regulations ordained 
by God and upheld by His church. They claim that 
law and order and the God-ordained authorities 
that maintain peace and order are tyrannies against 
their human rights and individual freedoms. They 
diminish or dismiss altogether therefore the God-
ordained authority of the state to use force to 
maintain peace and order (Rom. 13.1-7; 1 Pet. 2.13-
17; Titus 3.1) and the God-ordained authority of 
the church to maintain spiritual order and holiness 
through moral suasion and God-ordained discipline 
(Mt. 16.18-19; 18.15-20; 1 Cor. 5.1-13).    

It follows then that history itself becomes a casualty 
of liberalism, for liberals deny the foundation upon 
which our “fathers” and “elders” in the faith built 
the church, and even influenced the establishment of 
legal and moral norms for society as a whole. In the 
name of progress, they inevitably rewrite history to 
accommodate the lawless and backslidden thinking 
and practices of the present generation. They claim 
to have a more illuminating insight into history, and 
on this basis, justify the reformulations of historical 
data, claiming to know what is best for the present 
generation: namely, that men are meant to be free 
rather than encumbered with what they claim to be 
static and archaic laws and rules and regulations. 

Back to the “Old Paths”
But if what the liberals say about all these things 
is true, including the boast that they have greater 
illumination and insights into human nature and 
human history and therefore a superior plan for 
reordering society, then why is God always calling 
His people back to the “old paths” and the “ancient 
ways?”  Hear the prophet:

“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, 
and see, and ask for the old paths, where 
is the good way, and walk therein, and 
ye shall find rest for your souls. But they 
said, We will not walk therein” (Jer. 6.16). 

And again, 

“Because my people hath forsaken me, 
they have burned incense to vanity, and 
they have caused them to stumble in their 
ways from the ancient paths, to walk in 
paths, in a way not cast up [that is, a well 
built and paved highway] . . . I will scatter 
them as with an east wind before the 
enemy . . . [I will make their land desolate 
and a perpetual hissing . . . everyone that 
passes thereby shall . . . wag his head], I 
will shew them the back, and not the face 
in the day of their calamity” (18.15-17).  

Why are we warned that “there is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man; but the end thereof 
are the ways of death” (Prov. 14.12; 16.25). It 
is because one wrong way splinters into many 
other wrong ways, all of which end in death! 

Rediscovering the Old Wells
Again, if the liberals’ ways are right and true, why 
are we encouraged to go back and “dig again the 
wells” that our fathers had dug—wells that had been 
stopped up by the Philistines (Gen. 26.12-19)?  If the 
liberals’ wells are better, why clean out and restore 
the ancient wells?  The reason is that in re-digging 
and cleaning out the old wells, we find, like Isaac 
did, “[wells] of water springing up” unto eternal 
life! (v. 19). See, the old wells have real salvation 
in them—the kind that makes you shout with joy 
and praise and spiritual victory! We are therefore 
admonished by the examples of our pioneer 
fathers to draw out the water of life from them—
old-time salvation that refreshes and washes and 
quenches one’s thirst for peace and spiritual victory. 

“And in that day [a day revival and 
restoration] thou shalt say, O Lord, I 
will praise thee: though thou wast angry 
with me, thine anger is turned away, and 
thou comfortedst me. Behold,  God is my 
salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: 
for the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and 
my song; he also is become my salvation. 
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water 
out of the wells of salvation.” (Is. 12.1-3).     



8

Foundation laid in the Past

Look, you cannot go forward with conviction 
without a specific destination in view. Otherwise 
one just “wanders.” Going forward also requires  
the perspective of history—of knowing where you 
came from. Thus, Abraham went out by faith and 
“looked for a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11.10)! He was 
seeking for the New Jerusalem!   

A certain philosopher once said, “The past is never 
dead; it is not even past!”  This is the lesson that 
Simba learned in Disney’s celebrated production, 
The Lion King. Simba’s evil uncle, Scar, and his 
minions [“hyenas”] succeeded to kill the good and 
noble king, Mufasa [Scar’s brother], and took over 
the Pride Land. In the process, Scar and the hyenas 
had convinced Simba that he was responsible 
for his father’s death and unworthy to ascend the 
throne. They drove him into exile deep into the 
jungle. There he met Timon [a meerkat] and Pumba 
[a warthog] who befriended him and helped him to 
grow up, forget his past, and suppress his false guilt. 
Meanwhile, Raffiki, the baboon-like prophet who 
spoke with a Jamaican accent had anointed Simba 
as a baby [cub] to be heir to the throne, received a 
revelation [a spiritual impression] that it was time 
for Simba to return to the Pride Land and fight for 
his rightful place on the throne to fulfill his God-
ordained role as the “Lion King.” 

Raffiki found Simba living with Timon and Pumba 
deep in the jungle. Simba at first resisted the prophet’s 
counsel, insisting that he wanted to have nothing to 
do with his past: that he was content where he was 
and with his present life [Hakuna Matata]. In order 
to make Simba see the error in his thinking—that it 
was dishonorable and irresponsible to neglect his 
divine call and rightful place on the throne, Raffiki 
suddenly whacked him on the head with his staff. 
Still reeling from the blow and rubbing his head, 
Simba asked the prophet why he had done such 
a thing. Raffiki said (in his Jamaican accent), “It 
doesn’t matter, it’s in the past!” 

The point is we cannot get away from a God-
ordained calling rooted in the past and having been 
decreed before the foundation of the world. We may 

be sure that every jot and tittle of His eternal plan 
will be fulfilled (Mt. 5.18).

“So shall my word be that goeth forth out 
of my mouth: it shall not return unto me 
void, but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it” (Is. 55.11). 

Ultimately, “God requires that which is past” (Eccl.  
3.15), that is, God has laid in history the foundation 
of His eternal plan for His church and, accordingly, 
we need to “take heed how [we build upon that 
foundation]” (1 Cor. 3.10; see also Eph. 1.4-14). 

The idea that a new foundation may be laid with 
every generation is an old error that goes back 
to the heretics in the second- and third centuries. 
The Protestant reformers in the sixteenth- and 
seventeenth centuries were also seduced by this 
error, and consequently, each visible denomination 
tended to see itself as a spontaneous combustion 
of the New Testament church. More recently 
this corrupt idea has been championed by many 
Pentecostals, Charismatics, and Evangelicals. 
Pentecostal-charismatic scholar, Jon Ruthven, in his 
On the Cessation of the Charismata (1993) denies 
that the apostle Paul’s words in Eph. 2.20—“built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone” 
are meant to be understood in an historical sense, 
and thus that the foundation of the church was laid 
once and for all by the apostles and prophets in the 
New Testament.  He advocates rather that the offices 
of “apostle” and “prophet” are valid today and, 
accordingly, the church is being built anew in every 
generation upon these modern-day apostles and 
prophets (see Appendix II, pp. 213-220). As such, 
the very foundation of the church is being pulled 
out from under contemporary believers, leaving 
them subject to the whims of men and without an 
inerrant and infallible foundation!    
 

Where’s the Witness of the Holy Spirit?

Again, if the modernists’ ways are better and truer, 
why is there no Holy Ghost witness upon them? Why 
are their services dry and empty of spiritual power 
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and divine energy? Why are they more humanistic 
than divine—more man-centered than God-
centered? It is because their faith stands more in the 
wisdom of men than in the power of God. Where is 
the conviction for sin? Where are the manifestations 
of deep repentance and spiritual transformation? 
Where is the image of Christ upon the people? 
Obviously lost in the maze of forms of godliness 
and denials of His power! Their churches are more 
akin to societies than ekklesias [divinely ordained 
assemblies]. Where are 
the visible and spiritual 
signs of the approval 
of God? Where are the 
anointed and powerful 
proclamations of the 
Word of God? Where 
are the mighty Spirit-
baptisms? Where are 
the shouts of victory? I 
have attended many of 
their meetings and felt 
like crying out, “Where 
is the Lord God of 
Elijah!” Obviously, He 
has been pushed  aside 
in favor of dead forms, 
empty rituals, and the suffocating traditions of men.  

We should not be surprised to learn therefore that 
almost all liberal ideas are hatched in so-called 
“think tanks” in liberal universities. Look, it is 
dangerous to think on your own without weighing 
your thoughts against the living witness of the 
Holy Ghost, the Word of God in Scripture, and the 
government of the church; for the Holy Ghost and 
the Scriptures and the divine government of the 
church are given to lead and guide us into all truth 
and righteousness. Look at what is happening in 
so many liberal universities today—sex scandals, 
extortion, fraud, and moral corruption, besides the 
doctrinal corruptions and heresies. This is the reason 
we need our own Bible college and seminary!  

It may be helpful here to pause and reflect on our 
experience in our former fellowship, particularly 
when the liberals got into positions of leadership. 
There were calls for rethinking everything our 
fathers and elders had established and understood 

as revealed truth. The new leaders called for a 
“new paradigm” and succeeded to shift everything 
according to the new way that seemed right to 
them! The new assistant publisher, not long after his 
appointment, said his goal was to get rid of every 
book and piece of literature written by Church of 
God authors (I was there and heard him say it!). 
They had convinced themselves (or were convinced 
by the devil) that the only way to accomplish their 
goal was to take out the old guard and put in new 

leaders that would carry 
forward the liberal 
agenda. Several of the 
teachers at Tomlinson 
college were moved 
over to fill strategic 
positions in the general 
leadership of the church,  
for it was assumed 
that formally educated 
men and women were 
better qualified to lead 
the church over against 
the “uneducated old 
heads.” As a result, an 
intellectual arrogance 
permeated the church 

and replaced the anointed and powerful proclamation 
of the Word of God by the more sober, discerning, 
and spiritually-minded ministers!  
 
The old saying, “You cannot get blood out of a 
turnip!” seems fitting here. Certainly, one cannot 
get spirituality and divine truth out of anyone who 
is not consecrated in the Spirit (1 Cor. 2.7-14; 2 Cor. 
5.17). Replacing the old guard with shallow and 
unconsecrated “new faces” reminds us of Hosea’s 
description of backsliding Ephraim. The prophet said 
he was “a cake not turned,” that is, “a half-baked 
cake” (Hos. 7.8). When Adam fell in the Garden, he 
did not lose his ability to think, but rather his ability 
to think rightly and with a godly, discerning mind. 
See, true knowledge comes through the Holy Spirit, 
not men’s cerebrums. Without the Spirit of Christ, 
you cannot see [perceive/discern] the truth nor enter 
the kingdom of God. It doesn’t matter how big your 
head is, nor what’s in it: spiritual truth is discerned 
not through your brain but through the Spirit of 

“When Adam fell in the Garden, he did 
not lose his ability to think, but rather his 
ability to think rightly and with a godly, 
discerning mind. See, true knowledge 
comes through the Holy Spirit, not men’s 
cerebrums. Without the Spirit of Christ, 
you cannot see [perceive/discern] the 
truth nor enter the kingdom of God. It 
doesn’t matter how big your head is, nor 
what’s in it: spiritual truth is discerned not 
through your brain, but through the Spirit 
of God illuminating your inner man.”

Cont’d on p. 12
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“Rouse, ye people! The battle is on! Rush into it to win or die on the 
field! Look ahead! See the red flag as it waves in the breeze! Behold 
the enormous possibilities lying unused within your own breast!” 

 

       

“There are gigantic possibilities within our reach in the vast, illimitable, immeasurable realm of grace, if we 
will only put forth as much energy and effort to explore and search after them as men do in the physical and 
scientific world . . .

“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen” (Eph. 3.20-21). 

“If people would engage themselves in constantly moving on to these higher plains of experience there would 
be less time for criticism, faultfinding, backbiting, caviling over doctrines, and division. It is always those 
who are behind in the race that can see the mistakes, missteps, and faults of others who are ahead of them. 
Those who are ahead are so bent on winning the prize that they have no time to look at the faults and mistakes 
of others, and they are so far ahead in the race that they do not feel the coldness that surrounds the lukewarm 
and faultfinder in the rear. 

“This world must be evangelized. ‘This gospel of the kingdom must be preached in all the world’ in our 
day. We must not shift this responsibility to a future generation as all other generations have done. There is 
enough latent power now in men and women, if brought into use, to evangelize this world in five years and 
usher in the coming of our King . . . 

“Oh for a million men and women to burst forth, with such holy ambition, with every unused power in full 
use, like mad-men to strike terror and fear to all halfhearted religionists of the day! . . . Now while we are in 
this last great conflict can we be satisfied to remain behind where we can see others trudging on in advance, 
or rushing heedless and reckless into the thickest of the fight? Rouse, ye people! This is the last great conflict! 
The battle is on! Rush into it to win or die on the field! Look ahead! See the red flag as it waves in the breeze! 
Behold the enormous possibilities lying unused within your own breast!”

                                                                                     —The Last Great Conflict, pp. 51-55

“Rouse, ye People!”

Oh, that our people might catch the fire for evangelism that burned in the soul of our former general overseer, 
A. J. Tomlinson (1865-1943)! His vision of the church and the lost seemed to inflame every fiber of his being 
to reach every nation with the message of the Gospel and the great Church of God. “Grant it Lord, that that 
vision might burn also within us!”
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“But [the Lord], being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and destroyed them not: yea, 
many a time turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his wrath. For he remembered 
that they were but fl esh; a wind that passes away, and cometh not again.”  

“Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and purge away 
our sins, for thy name’s sake . . . So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thanks for 
ever: we will shew forth thy praise to all generations.”

There are seven and a half billion [seven and a half thousand million] precious souls living in the world 
today, and the great majority of them are lost and facing eternal damnation! The thought of lost people 
stirred the spirit and compassion of Jesus and our heavenly Father: for every lost soul is precious in 
the sight of the Lord (Ps. 78.31-39; 86.15; Ezek. 34.2-6, 12-16).

“How think ye? If a man have a hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he 
not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains and seeketh that which is gone 
astray? And if so be that he fi nd it, verily I say not you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than 
of the ninety and nine which went not astray. Even so it is not the will of your Father which 
is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish” (Mt. 18.12-14).      

Now since we have the Spirit and Mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2.1-16), we should have the same desire and 
compassion for the lost that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have; and, as such, we may be sure that we will 
fi nd some of the lost sheep scattered on the mountains and in the marketplaces of this world, and we will 
rejoice together in their restoration. Oh brethren, think of the multiplied millions perishing without having 
heard the glorious Gospel of Christ preached to them! Think of Bishop Tomlinson’s stirring exhortation: 
“Rouse ye people! The battle is on! Rush into it to win or die on the fi eld! See the [blood-stained banner 
of Christ] waving in the breeze! . . . Oh, for a million men who would fear nothing but God, fi lled with 
such holy zeal and Godly courage, that we could all together burst forth under the fi re of this mighty 
baptismal fi re and rush to every quarter of the globe like mad men, declaring the gospel of the Son of 
God . . .” 

Recall the apostle Paul’s mission strategy: “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God giveth the increase”
(1 Cor. 3.6). Some are called to “Go” and some are called to send them (Rom. 10.14-16): and all of us are 
called and encouraged by the Spirit to be “laborers together with God” to spread the word of His kingdom 
and to build His house—”the church of the living God!”
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God illuminating your inner man. “The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God . 
. . because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 
2.7-14). And this is true even if the man has a dozen 
doctorate degrees. Head knowledge and book 
learning cannot save nor change you spiritually, nor 
illuminate you regarding the things that eternally 
matter. Naked intellect and cold-blooded reason end 
in despair and meaninglessness. Men must have the 
“mind of Christ” (v. 16). 

Unless theology brings you to a saving knowledge 
of Christ, it has failed and betrayed its purpose. It is 
not how much you know but Who you know! (Jn. 
16.12-15; Phil. 2.5; 3.9-15). What is most important 
to know is not the age of rocks but the Rock of Ages! 
This is the very “Rock” upon which the church is 
built (Mt.16.13-18). For even without Christ one 
may count the number of seeds in an apple, but only 
the Lord knows how many apples are in a seed! 
And He shares His secrets only with His prophets 
and peculiar people (Ps. 25.14; Prov. 3.32; Dan. 
2.18-22 [cp. Job. 15.8-22]; Amos 3.7; Mt. 6.6, 18; 
13.35; Rom. 16.25-26; Eph. 3.9-10). We cannot 
allow secular and worldly trained professionals to 
supersede a God-called and God-ordained ministry. 
This would be a fatal error, and soon the church 
would be labeled, Ichabod!   

            
Bewitching Deception

Liberal “Christians” always end up wedding 
themselves to the secular state and the world 
around them, and in the process compromise the 
Gospel. They end up finally preaching “another 
gospel” (Gal. 1.6-10). In such a politico-religious 
atmosphere, it is hard to distinguish the politicians 
from Gospel ministers or determine who converted 
whom? This was the religion of the Dark Ages, and 
behold, a new Dark Age is now upon us!  

It is not too much to say in fact that liberalism is 
essentially a revolt against the true Christ and His 
Gospel, for it stresses human goodness and the 
ability and capability of man over against the fall 
of man in Eden and his utter need for a Savior and 
Lord and Redeemer. They say that man is essentially 
good and thus ever evolving and progressing, and 
ever making the world a better place in which to 

live. But history and human experience has on 
every hand proven this to be false, for hate, racial 
and tribal prejudices, war, immorality, and violence 
have filled the earth for over six thousand years and 
continues to do so today. Witness John Wesley’s 
book, Original Sin, which we use as a subtext in our 
School of Ministry. Paul said, “but evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse.” Indeed, the 
apostles warn us in their inspired writings that false 
prophets and teachers will multiply and abound in 
the very last days (2 Pet. 2.1-22; Jude 3-21). But it 
was Jesus who gave us the most defining sign of 
His second coming. When asked by His disciples, 
“what shall be the sign of thy coming, and the end 
of the world,” He said, “Take heed that no man 
deceive you. For many shall come in my name, 
saying I am Christ, and shall deceive many . . .” 
(Mt. 24.3-5). And a few verses later, He added, 
“And many false prophets shall rise, and shall 
deceive many . . .” (v.11),  and again, “For there 
shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and 
shall shew great signs and wonders; inasmuch 
that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very 
elect” (v.24). Then He concludes with this solemn 
warning, “Behold I have told you before” (v. 25). 
So the most outstanding sign of Jesus’ coming and 
the end of the world will be great deception that will 
sweep across the world: an evil so strong that even 
the very elect, if it were possible, will be deceived. 
Even as we pen these words, many are becoming 
offended and denying the true faith of the Gospel.  
 

Science and “Scientism”
For more than a century now the great majority of 
liberal “Christians” have gradually moved over to 
the “science” side of various issues over against 
the revelation of God in the holy Scriptures. But, 
see, faith trumps the “scientific process” and brings 
to light a true interpretation of empirical evidence. 
Biblical faith and revelation is more trustworthy 
than human experience (2 Pet. 1.16-21). It has been 
said, “Truth is stranger than fiction.” This is often 
the case. Some three centuries ago, missionaries 
in the Windward Islands were telling the natives 
about snow and ice in North America. The natives 
did not believe it because it was beyond their 
experience and seemed incomprehensible to them.  

Cont’d from p. 9
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Three Men were walking on a wall, 
Feeling, Faith, and Fact, 

When Feeling got an awful fall,
And Faith was taken back. 

So close was Faith to Feeling, 
He stumbled and fell too,

But Fact remained,
And pulled Faith back

And Faith brought Feeling too

I heard of some naughty kids years ago who played a 
trick on their old country preacher. During the break 
between Sunday school and morning worship, they 
glued together some of the pages of his Bible at the 
same place he had announced for his text—Gen. 
4.1. The glued pages made his text jump from Gen. 
4.1 to 6.15, so the text read: “And Adam knew 
Eve his wife; and she [was] . . .  300 cubits long, 
50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high.” Puzzled for 
the moment, the old preacher said, “Well, brethren, 
some things we just have to accept by faith.”  

The apostle Paul said, “We walk by faith, not by 
sight.” The inspired writer of Hebrews says, “By 
faith we understand that the worlds were framed 
by the Word of God.”  See, faith is a category of 
knowledge! “By faith we understand . . .”  Faith 
is not opposed to science, but it often transcends it 
and is always ahead of science. True science always 
comes around in the end to agree with Scripture. 
And until it does, we must always stand boldly on 
the Scriptures.    
  
I heard of a little Pentecostal lady conversing with 
a young seminarian about Jonah and whale. As she 
spoke, the young man often interrupted her with 
jeers and critical remarks. When she spoke about 
the whale swallowing Jonah, he quipped, “We now 
know through science that a whale’s throat is not 
large enough to swallow a man.” She said, “Well 
when I get to heaven, I’ll just ask Jonah about that.” 
He said, “How do you know that Jonah is in heaven?” 
She said, “Well, if he’s not, then you ask him.”  

Liberals despise the idea of supernatural or spiritual 
revelation, and passionately deny the reliability 
of the Bible and its superiority in deciding moral 
issues, e.g., divorce and remarriage, homosexuality, 
abortion, God-ordained gender distinctions and 

scores of perverted practices done in the name of 
Christ, but also issues related to God’s revealed 
will in nature; for example, choosing to believe in 
evolution rather than the account of creation in the 
Bible. The wonderful book of Genesis—which gives 
the true account of the beginning of everything—
the world, man, marriage, the Great Flood, the 
ark, the restoration of man, etc. is categorically 
denied and contradicted by liberal scientists and the 
liberal world at large. Bible-believing Christians 
are now a small minority in the world. But God’s 
church, nevertheless, stands unapologetically on 
the inspired and infallible record of the Bible, for 
it is only on the pages of the Bible that we can see 
plainly the revealed will of God and His eternal 
plan of redemption and glorification.   

We can see a clear demonstration of what we are 
talking about here in the current Presidential race in 
the United States. One party claims that their point 
of view is based on scientific evidence and accuse 
the other party of rejecting science. They say, “we 
are following the science.” But they are obviously 
ignorant of the difference between science and 
“scientism,” between proven, concrete facts and 
scientific speculations. They fail to take into account 
that “science is always striving but never quiet 
arriving,” that scientists are ever changing their 
views as new evidence is discovered. Often scientists 
are forced to completely reverse their opinions. And 
they do this in every field of knowledge and study—
astrophysics, physics, geography, climate, geology, 
history, biology, zoology, chemistry, physiology, 
medicine, psychology, and so on. This could not 
have been made clearer than the so-called experts’ 
speculations about Covid-19 and how to deal with 
the pandemic. In the name of science, they have 
reversed their opinions on almost everything—the 
lengths of social distancing, first 4-6 ft., then 10-
12 ft., then 16-20 ft. First masks were not good 
for you, may even kill you, then they became 
indispensable—you may die without them. First, 
we were admonished to stay at home, then to get 
out and breathe some fresh air. First isolate yourself, 
then take a walk in the park or the woods, and so on.          

Look how the scientists and college textbooks lied 
about Piltdown man, Java man, and Lucy to support 
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their prejudiced view of evolution. On more than 
one occasion scientists even conspired to present 
false information regarding the fossil “evidence.”   
They discovered a fossilized bone or two and 
then jumped to the conclusion that the features on 
this one fossil were typical racial characteristics 
for a whole tribe of people. Many Christ-haters 
and Christ-rejecters do with the Bible what some 
geologists and archaeologists do with fossils—twist 
the evidence and force interpretations to support 
“the lie” they are telling! (2 Thess. 2.11). And 
“because they received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved [changed/converted] . . . 
God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe [the] lie” (vv.10-11). Yes, most of 
the world is already under this delusion. 

The liberals’ contradictions of historical and well-
established truths were [and are] conceived and 
fertilized in the minds of men by demons and 
hatched in the womb of the Great Whore of Babylon. 
Our eternal redemption hinges on distinguishing 
between the doctrines and seductions of demons 
and knowing the voice of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 
true church knows Him and His words (Jn. 8.31-
32; 14.26; 15.26; 16.12-15; 1 Tim. 3.15; 1 Thess. 
2.14)! It is probably no stretch to say that millions 
of doctors of science, physics, chemistry, medicine, 
psychology, as well as the doctors of theology and 
religion and other so-called disciplines of “higher 
learning,” have been seduced by evil spirits during 
their studies in liberal universities and seminaries; 
and many have been possessed by these demons (2 
Thess. 2.7-10; 2 Pet. 2.10-22; Jude 6-8; Rev. 13.11-
15; 16.13-14), and as such, serve as advocates 
and mouthpieces for Satan and his bewitching 
enchantments. 

We therefore boldly “preach Christ!” for He is 
“made unto us wisdom, and righteousness and 
sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1.30). We 
say to all what Meshach, Shadrach, and Abednego, 
said to the king of Babylon, 

“O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to 
answer thee in this matter . . . our God is 
able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace, and he will deliver us out of 

your hand, O king. But if not, be it known 
unto thee, O king, that we will not serve 
other gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up” (Dan. 3.16-18).      
 

Back to History again 
Now let us further discover how the foundation 
of truth was laid down in history. For this is what 
the Bible is all about—the origin and historical 
development of God’s revealed truth and His 
redemptive plan in Christ for a fallen world. This 
plan was established in the mind of God “before 
the foundation of the world” and unfolded through 
history according to God’s wisdom and plan of 
redemption (Eph. 1.4-9; 1 Pet. 1.2; Rev. 13.8). 
And the church was a vital and integral part of 
that historical development—both as the recipient 
and proclaimer of that truth! The church is itself 
an historical institution, and as such, the “pillar 
and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3.15). It was 
so ordained by the Lord. As such, the church, did 
not just pop-up on the scene in recent years, nor 
even in the New Testament. The foundation was 
laid in concrete terms first at Mount Sinai under 
the Old Covenant, being prefigured by Moses and 
the “church in the wilderness” (Ex. 19.5-8; Acts 
7.38; Heb. 3.1-6). Before that, it was typified in 
Adam and Eve [Christ and His bride] (2 Cor. 11.2-
3), and afterwards in the experiences of Abraham, 
Isaac, Eliezer, and Rebecca, all of whom prefigured 
respectively God the Father, God the Son, God the 
Holy Ghost and the bride of Christ (Gen. 24.1-67). 
A little later the church was typified in Jacob’s 
dream and experience at Bethel (28.10-22), and 
after that with Boaz and Ruth, Boaz prefiguring 
Christ, the kinsman-redeemer, and Ruth the Gentile 
bride; and they together pictured the union of Jews 
and Gentiles in one body in Christ (Ruth 3.1--4.22). 
But before Adam and Eve and before Abraham and 
Isaac and Rebecca and Jacob, and Boaz and Ruth, 
yes, and even before the foundation of the world, 
the church was in the mind and plan of God (Eph. 
1.4-14; Rom. 8.28; 1 Pet. 1.2-12). 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who . . . according 
as he hath chosen us in Him before the 
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foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and without blame before Him in 
love” (Eph. 3-4). 

Jesus and the apostles brought the church under the 
terms of the New Covenant, and it continued as such 
for three centuries before it finally apostatized. But 
the Lord had promised that “the gates of hell [hades] 
shall not prevail against it,” and so He moved upon 
godly and consecrated men to restore the church 
in the late nineteenth- and early twentieth century 
on the original apostolic foundation. And we are 
building today on that same prophetic foundation 
(Is. 2.2-4; 28.16; Acts 3.21; 1 Cor. 3.9-15; 10.1-
11; Eph. 2.20; Jude 3). In this sense, the church is 
the new “Israel of God” (Gal. 6.16). It was thus 
established with twelve Jews, the “twelve apostles 
of the Lamb,” chosen by God the Father and 
appointed by Christ (Mt. 10.1-8; Mk. 3.13-16; Lk. 
6.12-16; Jn. 17.6-12; Acts 1.13-26). These Twelve 
show the continuity of 
the church under the 
New Covenant with 
the church under the 
Old Covenant (Jer. 
31.31-36; 1 Cor. 10.1-
11; Heb. 8.8-12; 10.16-
17).  The “twenty-four 
elders” in the book of 
Revelation is the very 
symbol of the twelve 
patriarchs in the Old 
Testament church, the 
heads of the twelve 
tribes of Israel, and 
the twelve apostles in the New Testament. This 
image is explicitly depicted in the four-square city 
of God, the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21.12-14). The 
continuity of the old church and the new may be 
also seen clearly in Rev. 12. The “woman clothed 
with the sun, and the moon under her feet . . .” is 
indisputably a picture of the church at Mount Sinai 
in Ex. 19.58—“the church in the wilderness,” Acts 
7.38; Rev. 12.5-14, and the same church that Jesus 
set in order on Mt. Hattin under the terms of the 
New Covenant (Mk. 3.13-16; 13.34; Lk. 6.12-16). 
So, we can see the corruptible and dangerous practice 
of rewriting history. We must not allow it in God’s 

house, for history is one of the most distinguishing 
and important ways to identify God’s church. I will 
get back to this thought yet again in a moment. But 
here, it is important to emphasize another serious 
error of liberalism; namely, unbridled personal 
freedom, autonomy, and lawlessness.    

“Members one of another . . . 
one mind . . . one body”

The essential idea and spirit of liberalism is a 
“damnable heresy,” for it postulates unbridled 
personal freedom and the exaltation of man at the 
expense of God’s glory and sovereignty and His 
plan of redemption through His church. A poet once 
wrote, “Man was not born to himself alone but to his 
country.” But it is truer to say, a man is not born again 
to himself alone but to fulfill his part in the body of 
Christ! For in the new birth one is conceived as an 
eye, ear, arm, leg, etc., and, as such, is then fitted 

into the body as “it 
hath pleased [God]” 
(1 Cor. 12.12-28; see 
also Rom. 12.3-8). 
Oh, that every member 
would recognize his/
her part and function 
in the church and do 
his part accordingly! 
Oh, that everyone 
would simply abide 
in his/her calling and 
not be busybodies in 
other men’s business! 
Nor should one “think 

of himself more highly than he ought to think” 
so as to perform “according as God hath dealt 
to everyman the measure of faith” (Rom. 12.3). 

If we could only learn to be “fitly joined together 
and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure 
of every part,” we would then see an “increase of 
the body [the church] unto the edifying of itself in 
love” (Eph. 4.16).   

Why is it that we can see the need for order, 
cooperation, and submission to supervisors 
in the secular world, but when it comes 

“Why is it that we can see the need for 
order, cooperation, and submission to 
supervisors in the secular world, but when 
it comes to religion, everybody seems to 
want to do his/her own thing? The mindset 
in the old church that caused ‘every man 
[to do] that which was right in his own 
eyes’ can have no place in this last days 
church if we are to fulfill our mission in 
the world (Judg. 17.6; 18.1; 19.1; 21.25).”



16

to religion, everybody seems to want “[to
do] that which was right in his own eyes” (Judg. 
17.6; 18.1; 19.1; 21.25). But see, there is no room 
for this old church mindset in this last days church if 
we are to fulfill our mission in the world. God help 
us not to behave like wild people—undisciplined, 
unruly, and unmanageable children. Jesus said, “For 
the children of this world are in their generation 
wiser than the children of light” (Lk. 16.8). At 
least one meaning of Jesus’ words here must be 
that there is wisdom in men working together and 
cooperating to accomplish a common goal. Team 
work is indeed required in sports, in factories, in 
assembly plants, in the management of great ships, 
the building of railroads, and the building of cities 
and empires. It is no less so in God’s church.

Corporate Conscience

The church was established and designed by the 
Lord for the development of a corporate conscience 
among believers (Acts 15.1--16.5), and to teach 
and train the individual person to submit to the 
corporate counsel of the church. For how else can 
believers “speak the same thing,” “walk by the 
same rule,” “glorify God with one mouth,” and “be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment” (Rom. 15.6; 1 Cor.1.10; Phil. 
3.16)? We are “laborers together with God,” and as 
such, mutually dependent upon one another in the 
ministry and mission of the church.

Look here; God has not called nor ordained anyone 
to be free of His government and discipline, either 
His direct governance through the Holy Spirit, or 
His indirect rule through the government of His 
church—to think and act outside the corporate 
conscience and decrees of the church always leads 
to idolatry and every kind of sin and wickedness 
(Judg. 17.1-13; 18.1—19.30; Mt. 16. 19-20; 18.15-
20; Acts 15.1—16.5; Gal. 6.1-3; 1 Cor. 1.10-13; 
3.6-9; 10.1-22, 32-33; 12.12-31; 2 Cor. 11.2-3).
 
English poet, John Donne, wrote more than four 
centuries ago that “No man is an island,” a truth 
that is well founded in the Holy Scripture and in the 
nature and experience of man. Men were created to 
live together in covenant communion with Christ 

and one another, and He has even ordained civil
 government so that all men might live in peace and 
safety (Rom. 13.1-7). The apostle Paul wrote “no man 
liveth to himself nor dieth to himself” (Rom. 14.7).  
As already pointed out, it was the exaltation of the 
individual person that marked the apostasy of the 
church in the days of the Judges. Four times it is said 
or implied, “In those days there was no king [i.e., 
no government] in Israel: but every man did what 
was right in his own eyes” (Judg. 17.6; 21.25; see 
also 18.1; 19.1). Solomon wrote, “The backslider 
in heart shall be filled with his own ways: and 
a good man shall be satisfied from himself [that 
is, from above himself or from outside himself]” 
(Prov. 14.15; see also Job 20.4-29). The meaning is 
that a “good man” takes counsel from the Lord and 
those over him in the Lord; whereas the “backslider 
in heart” is warned and counseled against 
individualism, self-sufficiency, and lawlessness; 
and this warning is no less emphasized in the New 
Testament (Rom. 13.1-7; 16.17-20; 1 Cor. 5.9-13; 
9.19-23; 12.12-31; 2 Cor. 3.5; Heb. 13.7, 17; 2 Pet. 
2.10; Jude 8). 

“Ye shall not do after all the things that we 
do here this day, every man whatsoever is 
right in his own eyes. For ye are not as 
yet come to the rest [place of rest] and to 
the inheritance, which the Lord your God 
giveth you. But when you go over Jordan, 
and dwell in the land . . .” (Deut. 12.8). 

Again, why this warning? It is because we have not 
yet been perfected; we have not entered into that 
perfect rest in glorification—in the resurrection and 
in the new heavens and new earth. Until then we need 
government and counsellors to guide and direct us. 
We need God and His church (see Deut. 12.10-32). 
Once the church was set in order at Mount Sinai and 
the tabernacle built and the priesthood and ministry 
and ordinances given, there was a whole new way 
of living and interacting together to be learned. The 
children of Israel were now incorporated together 
as a nation by a covenant to accomplish a common 
goal.  They had to learn government and to function 
as one man under divinely ordered rules and 
regulations which God had designed for them.
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Lessons learned from some of our
faithful denominational brethren

One of the stalwart giants among our denominational 
brethren who stood up against the liberal movement 
in the 1920s was John Gresham Machen, professor 
of Greek and New Testament theology at Princeton 
University. His book Christianity And Liberalism,
published in 1923, became a standard text for 
sober-minded, Bible-believing Christians. But a 
great price was paid for sticking to the Bible as 
the revealed standard for truth and moral right and 
wrong. He was shunned, mocked, derided, and came 
into confl ict with contemporaries in his Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. and with Protestants in general. 
In 1936 he was forced with others in sympathy 
with him to separate from his denomination for 
conscience sake and became the theological 
leader of a reform movement, and instrumental in 
founding the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. Once 
the conservative believers were severed from the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., the majority 
who remained continued to degenerate and 
gradually accepted many forms of ungodliness and 
spiritual corruption, including sexual immorality—
fornication, unnatural aff ections, homosexuality, 
radical feminism, lesbianism, gender confusion 
[liberals now hold to several types of “queers”], 
and innumerable perversions of traditional biblical 
standards of faith and common moral decencies. 

“God requires that which is Past”

I bring up Machen and his ministry because what 
he and his friends went through a hundred years ago 
is a pattern that has been played out over and again 
through the centuries. In this generation, we are yet 
again being challenged with a surge of liberalism 
that is now sweeping the western world, including 
its stated aim to rewrite history. 

Many caught up in the current of liberalism today 
have a satanic aim; namely, to make God out to be 
a liar (Gen. 3.1-7; Jn. 8.44). Solomon wrote, “The 
thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and 
that which is done is that which shall be done: 
and there is no new thing under the sun” (Eccl. 

1.9) and again, “That which hath been is now; and 
that which is to be hath already been; and God 
requires that which is past” (3.15). See, just as 
apostate thinking and corrupt practices formed a 
pattern throughout history, that is, happened over 
again in a similar manner throughout history, “for 
there is nothing new under the sun;” so also, 
God’s government, divine order, and discipline 
have formed a pattern throughout history. Men 
change and, under the infl uence of Satan, seek 
to change the truth of God and make it a lie. But 
“God requires that which is past!” Just as His 
government and laws for the stars, planets, and 
galaxies do not change, neither do His moral and 
spiritual laws. Whenever there is apostasy and His 
truths are driven by liberals into the past and out of 
the sight and mind of man, God always brings them 
back; for He “requires that which is past!” And the 
Lord and the church will have the last word!

Whenever and wherever men under demonic 
suasion succeed for a season to eclipse the light and 
glory of God, and to bury His truth under the rubble 
of liberalism and apostasy, the truth of God always 
comes roaring back to take its rightful place among 
men as well as among demonic principalities and 
powers, being always established and reestablished 
at the pinnacle of power in both heaven and earth 
(Is. 59.19; Rev. 11.15; 12.7-11).
    
Even as we pen these words, liberals are helping to 
lay the foundation for the beast and his diabolical 
system that the apostle John envisioned through the 
Holy Spirit rising up out of the sea! The term “sea” 
here is a metaphor for the corrupt world of lost 
humanity (Rev. 13.1). But we are assured that the 
beast system will be short lived and will give way 
to the Lion of the tribe of Judah who will suddenly 
descend from heaven with His church and all the 
saints and holy angels and will slay the beast and 
the false prophet with the “sharp sword . . . that 
proceedeth out of His mouth” and will “smite the 
nations” and subdue His enemies under His feet 
and establish His throne in Jerusalem; and He will 
reign with His people on earth for a thousand years! 
(Rev. 19.11-20; 20.3-7; 1 Cor. 15.24-28).   
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Phonetic Pronunciation:  mono-ga-NACE 
Greek Word:  μονογενής  (monogenes)

Wanda Busbee

Meaning matters, and applying the right meaning can 
make a world of diff erence for a correct understanding 
of Scripture. In English, the term ‘only begotten’ 
is commonly understood to mean the only child of 
one’s  father and mother. 

The word ‘begotten’ in and of itself may mean 
“generated” or “brought into existence.” But the 
apostle John in the text passage is not suggesting that 
Jesus was generated or created by the Father. For the 
Scriptures teach that Jesus is co-equal and co-eternal 
with the Father (Jn. 1. 1-3, 10.30; Phil. 2.5-8; 1 Tim. 
1.17). A key to understanding what John means is 
found in the original word, monogenes: a compound 
word formed from monos, meaning one-and-only, 
and génos, meaning off spring, family, race, nation, 
or kind. (Incidentally, we derive our English words 
‘gene’ and ‘genetics’ from génos). What John means 
more specifi cally is that Jesus is the “only one of His 
kind.”

You and I are begotten of our parents and are like 
others in the same family and race. We are all human 
and therefore of the same kind. However, there is no 
one like Jesus. He is unique, the one-and-only of His 
kind. There is no kind like Him; He is both God and 
man in one person (theanthropic). It’s impossible to 
defi ne or identify all that Christ is in a single word, 
which perhaps is why in Lk. 1.35, He is, while still 
in Mary’s womb, called “that holy thing” (KJV) or 
“holy one” (NIV). 

“And the angel answered and said unto her, 
The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 

KJV: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life”

Worth thinking about: Jn. 3.16

power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”

Here, priority or emphasis is given to Jesus’ nature, 
for it is on the premise of His holiness that He loves, 
obeys, forgives, judges, etc. Though Christ was fully 
man, and therefore subject to be tempted like all men, 
He was “yet without sin” (Heb. 4.15).

Jesus is Jehovah God and thus we sing, “There’s 
no God like Jehovah!” He is everything and in 
everything: “And he is before all things, and by him 
all things consist” (Col. 1.17).

For who else can forgive sin? Who else can redeem 
man? Medical professionals, law enforcement 
offi  cials, and others should be commended for 
off ering the supreme sacrifi ce (loss of their own life 
to save another), but the blood of man has no salvifi c 
power. It is only the blood of Christ that redeems 
man. And we sing about that too:

What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Oh! precious is the fl ow
That makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.



19

Editorials
Cont’d from page 2

Effi  cient Staff 

The divine order of the Assembly was outstanding. The entire staff  of workers—clerks, ushers, registrars, stage 
manager, food preparers and servers, bookstore attendants, maintenance/props workers, video and live stream 
operators, sound equipment personnel, photographers, special programs directors, etc. were all effi  cient and 
well prepared to do their jobs. 

The saints were blessed and strengthened throughout the week by the worship, fellowship, and ministry of the 
Word, and emboldened to go forward in the Lord.  

Those who had worked so diligently and tirelessly on the original building 
program back in 2005-2006 could not help but to refl ect on those days during 
a 15-minute pictorial presentation put together by Julie Steele for the recent 
General Assembly. We took a stroll through memory lane that began from the 
very beginning of remodeling the old IGA supermarket in 2005-2006 to the 
grand opening of the new Educational wing on Tuesday morning of the General 
Assembly. Some in the presentation, who had given so liberally and worked so 
faithfully, had gone on to be with the Lord; while others were not at fi rst glance 
recognizable, for their hair had changed from black or dark brown to silver and 
white. “God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love” and 
neither should we forget those who have went before us in preparing the way for 
the blessings we are enjoying today. 

No one back in 2005-2006 was more identifi ed with the building program than Bishop E. A. McDonald, Jr., 
aff ectionately known as “Brother Mac.” Though at that time nearing seventy years of age, he labored like a 
man of forty. He worked with the Presiding Bishop throughout the monumental task. Since he was familiar 
with construction, knowledgeable, and skillful (having built several church buildings), the task of generally 
supervising the construction seemed to fall on him.  He was so earnest in supervising the work, the workers 
nicknamed him “Pharaoh” teasingly comparing him with the king of Egypt and his “taskmasters” who pressed 
God’s people unmercifully in slavery (Ex. 5.4-19).    

It is probably not too much to say that Brother Mac’s health was broken somewhat 
during that time. On one occasion he fell headlong from atop a ladder onto a 
concrete fl oor with jagged plumbing. Only the Lord spared him from a tragic end 
at that moment. 

During that building program, Brother Mac also served as Assistant Presiding 
Bishop and was active in all phases of the work, laboring closely with the Presiding 
Bishop to restore the church and build the house of God. 

Brother McDonald retired from appointment in 2015, and has been since 
then pretty much homebound caring for Gloria, his wife of nearly sixty 
years. They reside in Cleveland and I’m sure would enjoy a phone call or 
card expressing the church’s gratitude for their faithfulness and labor of love. 

Alias “Pharaoh”
Tribute to Bishop E. A. McDonald, Jr.
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