
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson Outlines 
 

November 1, 2020 
Topic:  Christ from the Beginning  
Texts: Jn. 1:1-3; Co. 1:17; Mi. 5:2; Ex. 3:14; Jn. 
8:58; 17:5, 24; Re. 1:8, 11; 21:6; 22:13 
Key Verse: John 17:5 
Main Point: Scripture clearly tells us of the eternal 
existence of Jesus.   

 
November 8, 2020 

Topic:  Christ in Prophecy 
Texts: Mi. 5:2; Is. 53; Ps. 16:10; Ex. 12:1-13; Ge. 
22:1-13; Ac. 3:22-26; 7:23-35 
Key Verse: 2 Peter 1:19 
Main Point: Christ can clearly be seen in the 
prophecies of the Old Testament. 

 
November 15, 2020 

Topic:  Christ in the Gospels 
Texts: Mt. 1:22; 4:14; 8:17; 4:23; Mk. 1:27; Jn. 
11:43-44; Mk. 4:41; Jn. 1:3; Mt. 3:17; Mk. 9:7 
Key Verse: 1 John 1:13 
Main Point: The Gospel writers give us a clear 
revelation of Jesus.   

 
November 22, 2020 

Topic:  Christ in Revelation  
Texts: Da. 7:13-14; Mt. 26:64; Ac. 1:9-11; Jude 14; 
Re. 19:11-16; Jude 15; Lu. 1:32-33; Re. 11:15 
Key Verse: 1 Timothy 6:15 
Main Point: The New Testament reveals the Christ of 
the future who will come again and reign in power.   
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In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we will be 
studying the revelation of Jesus Christ in the Holy 
Scriptures.  Jesus challenged the religious leaders of 
his day to “Search the scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life: and they are they which 
testify of me” (Jn. 5:39).  The writer of Hebrews 
quoted Jesus as saying, “Then said I, Lo, I come (in 
the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do 
thy will, O God” (He. 10:7).  Throughout the Bible, 
from Genesis to Revelation, we see Jesus clearly 
revealed.  In the books of the Old Testament we read 
the prophecies concerning his coming.  Some of 
these prophecies are veiled in “types” and 
“shadows.”  Some of them so clearly speak of him, it 
is hard to believe that people can read them and not 
see Jesus. 

In the Gospels we read of his appearance in 
the flesh.  His teachings helped people to understand 
what God is all about; and his loving interaction with 
the people of that day revealed the heart of God 
toward man.  He did not speak as a rabbi trying to 
interpret the Word of God; instead, he spoke with the 
authority with which only the author could speak 
(Mt. 7:28-29).  His boldness prompted the people to 
say, “Never man spake like this man” (Jn. 7:46). 

In the final book of the Bible, John was 
caught up into heaven and into the future where he 
saw the glorified Christ.  He was no longer the 
simple carpenter’s son.  He was now the victorious 
and reigning “King of kings and Lord of lords.”  
John was so overwhelmed by his first encounter with 
the glorified Christ that he fell at his feet as a dead 
man (Re. 1:17).  From Genesis to Revelation, from 
the beginning to the end, Jesus is seen clearly 
revealed in Scripture.  He is the Savior of prophecy, 
the incarnate God, and the coming King whose 
kingdom will never end! 
 

To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, you will 
also receive Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion 
Assembly Church of God, please visit our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
Every December 25th people around the world celebrate the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem some 2000 years ago.  While 
this was the beginning of Jesus’ earthly life and ministry, it would be a grievous error to think this was where his life 
began.  In this lesson, we will establish the eternal existence of Christ. 
 
Key Verse 
“And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was” 
(John 17:5). 
 
Lesson Summary 
There are four accounts of the life of Christ in the New Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Mark begins 
his account of the life of Christ with Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist.  Matthew and Luke begin their accounts of 
Christ’s life on earth with his birth in Bethlehem.  John, on the other hand, is different.  He begins his account long 
before Bethlehem by establishing Jesus’ eternal existence – his identity with God before creation.  John 1:1 says, “In 
the beginning was the Word . . . .”  He then identifies the one whom he calls the “Word” by saying in John 1:14, 
“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us,” obviously referring to Jesus.  He says again in John 1:2, “The 
same was in the beginning with God.”  Through these verses, John clearly established Jesus as the “eternal” God.  
Jesus himself verified his eternal existence in the beautiful prayer he prayed in John 17:5, “And now, O Father, 
glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.”  In this verse Jesus 
plainly verified the fact that he shared the glory of the Father before the world ever existed.  We see him again 
confirming his eternal existence in John 8:58, “Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham 
was, I am.”  In this verse, he not only claimed to have existed before Abraham (who lived 2000 years before Christ) 
but also claimed to be eternal by calling himself “I am.”  To the Jews and Christ’s disciples, the inference was 
unmistakable.  By referring to himself as the “I am,” he was claiming to be the “eternal” God (Ex. 3:14).  Even the 
very prophecy which foretold of his birth in Bethlehem confirmed his eternal existence: “But thou, Bethlehem 
Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to 
be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting” (Mi. 5:2).  While the apostle John was 
on the isle of Patmos, he received a glorious revelation of the end of human history.  At the beginning of this 
revelation, he encountered the glorified Christ, who identified himself as the eternal one, “Saying, I am Alpha and 
Omega, the first and the last” (Re. 1:11).  In fact, on three other occasions in the book of Revelation, Jesus referred 
to himself in this manner.  Without a doubt, Jesus is the beginning, and as such, he existed long before taking human 
form in Bethlehem. 
 
Scripture Study 
His eternal existence confirmed by others – Jn. 1:1-3; Co. 1:17; Mi. 5:2 
Christ confirms his eternal existence – Jn. 8:58; 17:5, 24 
The eternal Christ confirmed in the Revelation – Rev. 1:8, 11; 21:6; 22:13 
 
Conclusion 
All true believers in Christ agree Jesus is alive today.  They also believe Christ will live and reign forever and ever.  
As far as you can go forward into eternity, Jesus will be there.  It is also the same in the past.  Jesus has always 
existed.  Long before Abraham, long before Adam, as far as you can go back, the Son of God has always existed. 
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Introduction 
Before Christ ever arrived on the scene in Bethlehem, his coming was foretold over the course of many centuries and 
throughout the books of the Old Testament.  In Acts 3:24 Peter declared, “Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and 
those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days.”  In today’s lesson, we will 
examine the Christ of prophecy.   
 
Key Verse 
“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in 
a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts” (2 Pe. 1:19). 
 
Lesson Summary 
In our key verse the apostle Peter is recalling his experience on the “Mount of Transfiguration” where he heard the 
voice of God the Father acknowledging Jesus as his only begotten Son.  As wonderful as this event was, Peter said 
we can be even more certain Jesus is the Christ by his clear fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies.  Jesus even 
challenged the unbelieving religious leaders of his day by saying, “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me” (Jn. 5:39).  Events such as his birth in Bethlehem (Mi. 5:2), 
his death on the cross (Is. 53), and his resurrection from the dead (Ps. 16:10) were prophesied hundreds of years 
before the fact.  Some of the Old Testament prophecies such as Isaiah 53 (written 700 years before his birth) were so 
clearly fulfilled by Jesus that it is hard to imagine how anyone could read them and not see him as the Christ.  
Besides the specific spoken prophecies, there are numerous events which foreshadowed his coming.  For example, 
we see Christ’s death as our substitute in the story of the Passover lamb in ancient Egypt (Ex. 12:1-13; 1 Co. 5:7) 
and in the numerous animal sacrifices offered throughout the centuries for the sins of the people.  We also see God 
giving his beloved son foreshadowed in Abraham’s offering of Isaac (Ge. 22:1-2) and God’s provision of a substitute 
offering, providing a ram to replace Isaac that he might live (Ge. 22:8-13).  Furthermore, we understand Christ as the 
only means of salvation in the familiar story of Noah and the ark (Ge. 6:12-18).  These, and many other Old 
Testament stories, foretold of the life and mission of the Christ fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth.  These prophecies were 
so clear that the apostles used them to preach the Gospel of Christ.  In Acts 2:22-32 Peter declared Jesus as the 
Christ by proclaiming Christ’s resurrection from the dead as a fulfillment of Ps. 16:10.  Both Peter and Stephen 
claimed that Jesus was the “prophet like unto Moses” by comparing Jesus’ rejection as Savior to the initial rejection 
of Moses as savior by his contemporaries (Ac. 3:22-23; 7:23-35).  Paul and Peter both pointed to Jesus as the 
prophesied seed (descendant) of Abraham whose life would bless the whole world (Ge. 22:18; Ac. 3:25; Ga. 3:16).  
The fact is, there are so many prophecies fulfilled by Jesus, one could spend a lifetime preaching and teaching them 
and still there would be more to preach! 
   
Scripture Study 
Christ’s life and ministry foretold – Mi. 5:2; Is. 53; Ps. 16:10 
Christ’s ministry foreshadowed – Ex. 12:1-13; Ge. 22:1-13 
The gospel preached using prophecy – Ac. 3:22-26; 7:23-35 
 
Conclusion 
After examining just some of the Old Testament prophecies which Jesus fulfilled, is it any wonder Jesus said in 
Hebrews 10:7, “Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God.”  The 
Old Testament clearly declares Jesus as the Christ, leaving us with a “sure word of prophecy.” 

“Christ in Prophecy” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies                   “Christ in Scripture” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Bruce Sullivan  
 

November 8, 2020 Christology Student Guide 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
In our previous lessons, we spoke of Christ’s eternal existence as well as looking at the many prophecies which foretold of 
his first coming.  Today, we will discuss the revelation of Jesus as recorded by the four Gospel writers who were inspired 
to document the events of his incarnation. 
 
Key Verse 
“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 Jn. 1:3). 
 
Lesson Summary 
There are four books in the New Testament which describe the life of Christ.  When you put all four Gospel accounts 
together, you get a clear revelation of Christ and his teachings.  Though all four gospel writers recorded the events of 
Christ’s life, they were all inspired to approach it from different angles.  Matthew, Mark, and Luke all recorded the 
miracles of Jesus, yet Matthew seemed to focus on Jesus’ fulfillment of prophecy.  He used this fulfillment of prophecy as 
evidence of Jesus’ identity as the promised Messiah and the incarnate Son of God (Mt. 1:22; 4:14; 8:17).  For this reason, 
his gospel was believed to have been written initially to the Jews who were particularly familiar with the Old Testament 
prophecies.  Today, the gospel of Matthew is an invaluable tool in showing the flow of the Old Testament into the New 
Testament.  Luke, the physician, and Mark, the evangelist, were both companions of the apostle Paul as he evangelized 
the Roman and Gentile world (Ac. 12:25; 2 Ti. 4:11; Co. 4:14).  However, Mark has often been identified with the apostle 
Peter, and his book has even been called, “The Gospel of Peter.”  While Luke and Mark recorded many of the same 
miracles as Matthew, they seemed to have been inspired to focus on the miracles themselves as evidence of Jesus’ 
identity.  Who else but the Son of God could do such wondrous works (Mk. 8:27; Lu. 8:25)?  John is different than all the 
rest.  While he wrote about some of the miracles of Jesus, he focused almost exclusively on verifying the deity of Jesus 
the Christ.  For this reason, he did not begin his gospel by recording the events of Jesus’ birth but by confirming his 
eternal existence as the Son of God (Jn. 1:1, 14).  John was not writing simply to record events, but he wrote to make sure 
that his readers knew Jesus was no ordinary prophet or teacher – he was God manifested in the flesh to “take away the sin 
of the world” (Jn. 1:29; 3:16).  All the Gospel writers worked together to confirm his identity by recording the miraculous 
nature of his virgin birth (Lu. 1:35), the witness of the Holy Spirit at his baptism (Jn. 1:32-34), and the audible testimony 
of the Father on more than one occasion (Mt. 3:17; Mk. 9:7).  They confirmed his identity by giving examples of his 
power over all sickness (Mt. 4:23), demonic powers (Mk. 1:27), death (Jn. 11:43-44), nature (Mk. 4:41), and sin itself 
(Mk. 2:9-12).  While his teachings and miracles were important, all of the gospels culminate with the death of Christ, his 
resurrection, and his ascension back to Heaven.  These four men were not simply biographers.  They were “Gospel” 
writers.  Theirs was a written revelation of God’s redemptive plan for man centered in the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Scripture Study 
Christ confirmed by fulfilling prophecy – Mt. 1:22; 4:14; 8:17 
Christ confirmed in signs & wonders – Mt. 4:23; Mk. 1:27; Jn. 11:43-44; Mk. 4:41 
Christ confirmed by the Father and the Spirit – Jn. 1:32-34; Mt. 3:17; Mk. 9:7 
 
Conclusion 
The gospels work together to give us a clear revelation of Jesus’ first coming.  They record his teachings and the 
supernatural signs and wonders which accompanied his ministry.  Having taught man, he then gave his life to take away 
our sins.  He rose from the dead and ascended to Heaven.  This is the Christ of the gospels and the gospel of Christ. 
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Introduction 
In our previous lessons, we have discussed Christ’s existence eternally in the past.  In other words, he has always existed.  
However, the Scriptures not only tell us of the Christ of the eternal past, but also of the Christ of the eternal future.  Not 
only has he fulfilled prophecy, but he will continue to fulfill prophecy by coming again to earth and reigning forever. 
 

Key Verse 
“Which in his times he shall show, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords” (1 Ti. 
6:15). 
 

Lesson Summary 
The first time Christ Jesus came to earth, he came to be our suffering Savior.  However, Scripture teaches us he will 
come again as a conquering king (Re. 19:11-16).  The return of Christ is a fundamental doctrine of Christianity.  He 
will come again in power and with great glory.  At his trial, Jesus told the High Priest, “Hereafter ye shall see the 
Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven” (Mt. 26:64).  This was a clear 
reference to Daniel’s prophecy in Daniel 7:13-14 which states the Messiah will come in the clouds and rule an 
eternal kingdom.  As Jesus ascended into heaven, two angels confirmed to the apostles the future return of Christ, 
saying, “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven” (Ac. 1:11).  How did he ascend into 
Heaven?  Acts 1:9 says, “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud 
received him out of their sight.”  He left in the clouds and he will return in the clouds.  Even Enoch, just seven 
generations after the creation of Adam, prophesied of Christ’s return in power.  It is recorded in Jude 14 where 
Enoch is quoted as saying, “Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands [myriads] of his saints.”  He goes on to say, 
he will come in power to execute judgment (Jude 15).  John also saw the Christ of the future coming in great power.  
“And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he doth judge and make war” (Re. 19:11).  He confirmed Enoch’s prophecy by saying he saw the 
saints of Heaven following Jesus on white horses (19:14).  During this second coming, his identity will not be veiled 
for “on his vesture and on his thigh [he will have] a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” 
(19:16).  In 1 Timothy 6:15, Paul wrote that even though many have doubted his identity, “in his times he shall 
show, who is the blessed and only Potentate [Supreme Ruler], the King of kings, and Lord of lords.”  At that time he 
will sit upon his throne and rule forever (Lu. 1:32-33).  The entire world will acknowledge his identity for 
Philippians 2:10-11 declares, “At the name of Jesus every knee should [shall] bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should [shall] confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.”  Every king, every demon, and even Satan himself will bow before Jesus and acknowledge his 
lordship! 
 

Scripture Study 
Christ will return in the clouds – Da. 7:13-14; Mt. 26:64; Ac. 1:9-11 
Christ will come as conquering King – Jude 14; Re. 19:11-16 
Christ will judge the world and reign forever – Jude 15; Re. 19:11; Lu. 1:32-33; Re. 11:15 
 

Conclusion 
Christ is coming again and he will reign forever in power and glory (Re. 11:15).  He will judge the world (Jude 15) and 
cast out all that offend (Mt. 13:41).  “Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Mt. 
13:43).  Every eye shall see him, and all will acknowledge Jesus as the eternal king! 
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Introduction 
Today’s lesson discusses the “Incarnation.”  The word “incarnation” means to become flesh, and it refers to the fact that 
God took on flesh and dwelt among men.  Jesus was not simply another prophet, another philosopher/teacher, or another 
good man.  He was God who came in the form of man to fulfill a specific mission.   
 
Key Verse 
“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1:14). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Who was Jesus of Nazareth?  Was he an ordinary man or was he God?  There can be no question as to Jesus’ claims.  In 
John 8:58, he identified himself as the “I am.”  This was clearly a reference to the statement by God in Ex. 3:14, “And 
God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM . . . .”  Though the Jews saw this as blasphemy, Paul wrote in Philippians 2:6-7 
that Jesus “thought it not robbery to be equal with God . . . and was made in the likeness of men.”  The apostles saw Jesus 
as God, for John said in John 1:1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  
He then wrote in verse 14, “And the Word [God] was made flesh, and dwelt among us.”  In 1 Timothy 3:16, Paul wrote, 
“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh.”  Clearly, God the Son became 
flesh and dwelt among man.  Why did he do it and why is the doctrine of the “incarnation” so important?  There are three 
main reasons.  First, God became flesh and dwelt among us so that God could reveal himself more clearly to mankind.  
After all the prophets had written, the Jewish people still did not understand God’s personality, his motives, or his 
intentions for man.  For this reason, God came and dwelt among us so we could clearly see who he really is.  Jesus was 
the last and greatest revelation of God.  The writer of Hebrews called Jesus, “the express image of his [the Father’s] 
person” (He. 1:3) or, in other words, the exact representation of the Father.  In fact, Jesus told Phillip, “He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father” (Jn. 14:9).  Therefore, God came in the flesh so that we could know him.  The second reason 
Scripture gives for God becoming flesh is that we might know we have a God who understands our temptations and 
frailties.  The writer of Hebrews stated, “Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest” (He. 2:17).  Though God always understood our troubles, by becoming a 
man, we can have even more confidence our Creator understands our needs (He. 4:15).  The final and most important 
reason God came in the flesh was to give his life for mankind (Mt. 20:28).  Some ancient false teachers tried to say Jesus 
had only appeared to come in the flesh.  John called these men “deceivers” and “antichrist” (2 Jn. 7), for if God had not 
come in the flesh then he could not have died for our sins.  In fact, we can rest assured that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross 
was sufficient for our sins because of who he was.  He was no ordinary man.  He was the Son of God, manifested in the 
flesh, who gave his life for our sins.  It was enough! 
 
Scripture Study 
God came in the flesh – Jn. 1:1, 14; Ph. 2:6-7; 1 Ti. 3:16 
Christ became flesh to reveal God – He. 1:3; Jn. 14:9 
Christ became flesh to be a faithful high priest – He. 2:17; 4:15 
Christ became flesh to die for our sins – Mt. 20:28; 1 Ti. 1:15; 2 John 7 
 
Conclusion 
Jesus was God in the flesh.  He came to reveal himself to man.  He came to show his understanding and compassion.  
Most importantly, he came to give his life for our sins.  When we could not get to him, God came to us!   
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