
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
The few years that Jesus walked on the earth were the most important years in human history.  Jesus knew he only had a 
short time so he made sure he used every moment efficiently.  He had to prioritize his time to be about his “Father’s 
business.”  His example challenges us to redeem the time and focus on what is important to God.   
 
Key Verse 
“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 
manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people” (Mt. 4:23). 
 
Lesson Summary 
How do we sum up Jesus’ earthly ministry?  If you examine it closely, you will find Jesus spent most of his time on earth 
doing two things.  He evangelized and taught.  Jesus spent much of his time on earth with sinners.  He was constantly 
reaching out to the “poor” (Mt. 11:5; Lu. 4:18).  By “poor” we are not speaking of those who merely had no money, but of 
those who realized their spiritual poverty and utter dependence on the mercy of God (Lu. 18:13; Mt. 5:3).  When the 
religious hypocrites questioned why he spent time with sinners and not with them, he explained he had not come to call 
the righteous to repentance but sinners (Mt. 9:10-13).  Most of the religious people never admitted their spiritual poverty 
while the prostitutes, tax collectors, and so on, knew they were spiritually bankrupt (Lu. 7:44-47).  Still today, Jesus’ 
focus is on saving the lost, resisting the proud, and extending grace to the humble (Lu. 19:10; 1 Pe. 5:5).  As the “Great 
Physician,” he was and is constantly focused on the spiritually sick (Mk. 2:17).  Jesus also spent a great deal of time 
teaching (Mt. 5:2; 13:54; Lu. 4:15).  Much of his teaching was to explain God’s gospel plan.  He taught about the 
necessity of his death for sin (John 3:15-17), as well as the universal call to every man to come and be a part of his eternal 
kingdom (Mt. 22:9; Lu. 14:23).  Jesus taught about the conduct of the righteous.  He did this through long discourses (Mt. 
5-7) and by being a living example before their eyes (John 14:9).  He laid out new standards for those who, unlike those 
under the old covenant, would be filled with the Spirit of God.  His “born again” disciples would do good and be holy 
because it was written on their hearts and not on tables of stone (He. 8:10; Ro. 2:14; 2 Co. 3:2,3).  He taught more than 
good conduct.  He taught us good character.  He taught us to “be” and not simply to “do” (Mt. 5:3-8; 23:25-26).  Jesus 
taught us to do our deeds with God as our audience and seeking to please him in contrast to the hypocrites who did all 
their deeds to be seen of men (Mt. 23:5; 6:4, 6).  He taught about integrity and honoring one’s word through discourses 
pertaining to swearing and being faithful to one’s marriage vows (Mt. 5:33-37, Mk. 10:1-12).  He taught extensively about 
forgiveness and mercy.  He made sure his disciples understood they could not be his disciples without being merciful (Mt. 
6:15). He taught them to be ready to surrender their lives in this world for the life to come (Mt. 6:19-20).  He taught about 
servant leadership and even demonstrated the concept by washing the disciples’ feet on the night before his crucifixion 
(Jn. 13:14; Mt. 20:27).  He taught and taught and taught until he ascended to the Father!       
 
Scripture Study 
Jesus Evangelized – Mt. 4:17, 23; Mk. 1:14; Lu. 4:18; Mt. 9:10-12 
Jesus Taught – Mt. 5:2; 13:54; Mk. 4:2; 10:1; Jn. 8:2 
 
Conclusion 
Jesus worked feverishly and passionately to reach out to the lost (Jn. 9:4). He taught by word as well as by embodying his 
teachings. He demonstrated compassion for the hurting, longsuffering for the disobedient, passion for the lost, and 
servitude to the Father.  Jesus was God’s “visual aid” to help mankind understand what true godliness and holiness looked 
like.  He used every moment, every event, and every circumstance as an opportunity to pour knowledge into his disciples.  
He gave himself completely to the task of evangelizing and teaching.  He calls us to do the same. 
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Introduction 
In the last lesson, we discussed Jesus’ earthly ministry, much of which was spent evangelizing, teaching, and training.  As 
important as these activities were, they were not the primary reason for Christ’s coming to the earth.  In today’s lesson, we 
will discuss Christ’s most important purpose – his death and resurrection.   
 
Key Verse 
“Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, 
and be raised the third day.”  (Lu. 9:22). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Contrary to what some people think, Christianity is not merely a philosophy of how to treat your fellow man.  At its core, 
Christianity is about God’s plan to redeem man and give him a place in his eternal kingdom.  Jesus’ death on the cross 
was not the tragic end to the life of a good man or philosopher; rather, his death on the cross was the reason he came.  
This distinguishes Christianity from all other religions, and this is why Christianity can never be made to be one of many 
valid paths to eternal life.  Jesus is the only way (Jn. 14:6; Ac. 4:12).  If there was another means, Christ suffered in vain 
(Ga. 2:21).  Man could not save himself so God provided himself a “lamb” (Ge. 22:8).  Man’s attempts to attain 
righteousness outside of God’s provided means (the cross of Christ) is insulting to God and Christ’s sacrifice (Mt. 22:11-
14; Is. 64:6).  In 1 Timothy 1:15, Paul said, “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”  Jesus made clear his purpose for coming by telling his disciples, 
“For even the Son of man came . . . to give his life a ransom for many” (Mk. 10:45).  His very name, Jesus, means 
“Jehovah is Salvation,” and it was given to him because his purpose was to “save his people from their sins” (Mt. 1:21).  
As he faced his imminent crucifixion, Jesus embraced the destiny of the cross telling his disciples, “For this cause came I 
unto this hour” (John 12:27).  The events surrounding Jesus’ death on the cross were recorded by all four Gospel writers.  
Each described his humiliation as he was mocked, slapped, beaten, scourged, and crucified by both the Jews and Romans.  
He endured unspeakable torture, and yet he could have called a host of angels to deliver him at any moment (Mt. 26:53).  
Nails did not hold him to the tree but rather his love for you and me.  He gave his life to pay the penalty for the sins of 
man (He. 9:28; Is. 53:5-6).  Adam brought sin and death, but Jesus brought life and righteousness (Ro. 5:19).  Upon dying 
for our sins, his body was laid in a borrowed tomb.  All four of the Gospel writers give witness to the fact that three days 
later he rose again.  Jesus’ resurrection was inevitable (Ac. 2:24), and yet it gives clear evidence to the acceptance of his 
sacrifice for mankind (Ro. 4:25).  In the Old Testament, if the high priest would have entered the holy of holies with an 
unacceptable offering, he would never reemerge.  He would have died for his sacrilege (Le. 10:1-2).  Had Jesus been a 
fraud, God most certainly would not have raised him from the dead (Ac. 17:31).  However, Jesus did rise again giving 
assurance to all that his sacrifice was accepted by the Father (Is. 53:11).  When he arose he became the “firstfruits” of a 
great resurrection which the faithful will experience (1 Co. 15:20, 23).  Because he lives we will live also (Jn. 14:19).  
  
Scripture Study 
The Gospel of the cross – 1 Co. 1:18, 23; 15:3-4  
Jesus died for our sins – 1 Ti. 1:15; Mk. 10:45; Jn. 12:27 
Jesus rose for our justification – I Co. 15:20, 23; Jn. 14:19; Ro. 4:25 
 
Conclusion 
Jesus death and resurrection is the centerpiece of the Gospel message (1 Co. 1:18, 23).  We were all sinners headed for 
judgment and hell (Ro. 3:23; 6:23).  However, God intervened and sent his only begotten son to be our substitute.  This is 
the Gospel we preach, and it is the Gospel which has been preached from the beginning (1 Co. 15:1-4). 
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Introduction 
In our past lessons, we discussed Jesus’ birth, earthly ministry, and his death and resurrection.  Those events happened 
nearly 2000 years ago.  Where has Jesus been since then, and what has occupied his time?  In today’s lesson, we will 
discuss the present day ministry of Jesus. 
 
Key Verse 
“Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession for us” (Ro. 8:34). 
 
Lesson Summary 
After Jesus had risen from the dead, he appeared unto many of his disciples teaching them the principles of his kingdom 
(Ac. 1:3).  Forty days later he took them to the top of a mountain where he was enveloped by a cloud and caught up into 
heaven right before their eyes (v. 9).  Scripture confirms his arrival in heaven.  Hebrews 10:12-13 says, “But this man, 
after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; From henceforth expecting till his 
enemies be made his footstool.”  Peter confirmed this fact explaining the outpouring of the Holy Spirit as evidence that 
Jesus was in Heaven (Ac. 2:33), and further explained that Christ’s resurrection and ascension fulfilled the prophecy given 
to David hundreds of years earlier (Ps. 110:1; Ac. 2:34-35).  As Stephen was stoned to death, his eyes were opened and he 
actually saw Jesus standing at the right hand of the Father (Ac. 7:55-56).  We know that Jesus ascended to the Father’s 
right hand, but what has he been doing since then for almost 2000 years?  Multiple times Scripture confirms Jesus is at the 
Father’s right hand making intercession for all of mankind.  He is interceding for sinners who come to the Father asking 
forgiveness in his name.  Hebrews 7:25 says, “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God 
by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”  Jesus, the one who died for the sins of the world, is now at 
the Father’s right hand interceding on behalf of the repentant (Ro. 8:32)!  Not only can sinners come to Christ but if the 
Christian is overcome by temptation, he can ask forgiveness in Jesus’ name.  John wrote, “My little children, these things 
write I unto you, that ye sin not.  And if any man sin, we have an advocate [go between] with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous” (1 Jn. 2:1).  What great confidence we can have in God’s forgiveness when we realize Jesus, who died for our 
sins, is interceding on our behalf!  Paul said, “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us” (Ro. 8:34).  One of the greatest facts 
you will ever come to understand is that Jesus is deeply concerned whether you make it to heaven or not.  He is actually at 
the Father’s right hand rooting for you to make it!  In our time of need, Jesus is our one and only great high priest.  We 
can come to the Father in his name and find all the help we need to sustain us in this life.   “Seeing then that we have a 
great high priest , that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession . . . Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need”  (He. 4:14-16).  
Jesus lives forever to make intercession for us! 
 
Scripture Study 
Jesus ascended to the Father’s right hand – Mk. 16:19; He. 10:12-13; Ps. 110:1; Ac. 2:33-35; 7:55-56 
Jesus intercedes for the repentant sinner & backslider – He. 7:25; Ro. 8:32; 1 Jn. 2:1-3; Lu. 22:31-32 
Jesus intercedes for those in need – He. 4:14-16 
 
Conclusion 
Jesus did not die for us and leave it there.  He ascended to the Father’s right hand where he is constantly making 
intercession for us.  He interceded for us when we came to be saved, and he continues to intercede on our behalf.  Do you 
need forgiveness, restoration, or strength for the journey?  Take it to the great high priest! 
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Introduction 
Throughout Scripture there are many titles given to Jesus.  He is our Savior, Lord, King, Master, Bridegroom, and so on.  
Today we will be discussing another one of his titles.  He is Christ – the “Head” of the church. 
 

Key Verse 
“And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might 
have the preeminence” (Co. 1:18). 
 

Lesson Summary 
There are many passages of Scripture which refer to Christ as the “head” of the church, but what does this title mean?   
Although the term “head” is used in a variety of ways, all usages refer either literally or figuratively to the human body.  
In the human body it is the head that rules.  Though each member of the human body has a specific ability and 
responsibility, it is the head which sends the signals to the entire body telling it what to do.  In the same way, the Bible 
teaches that the church is the “Body of Christ” and Jesus is the head of that body.  As such, Christ instructs the church 
(both corporately and individually), and the body moves and acts in submission to his will (Ep. 4:15-16; Co. 2:19; Ep. 
5:24).  As his body, the church physically represents Christ on the earth.  It is our responsibility to present his plan of 
salvation and his teachings to the world (Mk. 16:15; Mt. 28:19-20).  Because we are his body, and not the head, we have 
no right to make up our own doctrine.  Thus, the church is not a legislative body, per se, but essentially a judicial body 
only.  We do not make the laws, but we simply receive instruction from the head and then clearly convey those 
instructions to the world.  We “bind on earth what has been bound in heaven” (Mt. 16:19, literal Greek translation).  The 
foot or hand does not control the body.  Only the head controls the body.  The head does the thinking and the body simply 
obeys.  In secular society, the term “head” is commonly used to convey the idea of being in charge (for example, 
“corporate head” or “head of state”).  When society uses such terms, they are acknowledging the one who is called the 
“head” as the ruler or leader.  In the same way, Christ is the “head” of the church and we are forever subject to his rule.  
As ruler of the church, he taught us about true leadership – servant leadership.  He rules with absolute love.  1 Corinthians 
13:5 teaches that love is always looking out for the best interest of the object of affection.  Thus, Christ rules the church 
with our best interests in mind as the motivation for his actions (Ep. 5:25-27).  Those whom he sets as leaders in the 
church or in the home must lead in the same loving manner (Ep. 5:25, 28; Mt. 20:27).  Because Christ gave himself for the 
church and purchased the church with his own blood (Ac. 20:28; Ep. 5:25), we owe everything to him.  We are who we 
are and have what we have because of our connection or relationship to the head.  We have no standing outside of him 
and nothing to glory in outside of our connection to him.  Let me give you an example.  In Great Britain, Kate Middleton 
sits in an exalted position.  She may one day be queen but it will only be because of her relationship to her husband, the 
soon to be King William.  In the same way, the church is only honored because of our relationship to Christ.   We will one 
day reign with him (2 Ti. 2:12) but only because of our relationship to him.  It is his kingdom and his throne.  The head 
alone bears the crown!  Knowing this, the body exalts the head at all times.  “Unto him be glory in the church by Christ 
Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.  Amen” (Ep. 3:21). 
 

Scripture Study 
Christ is the head – Ep. 1:22-23; 4:15-16; 5:23-27; Co. 1:18; 2:10, 19 
Christ reigns supremely – Ep. 5:24; Re. 11:15 
Christ receives all the glory – Co. 1:18; 1 Ti. 6:15; Re. 5:11-14; Ep. 2:6-9 
 

Conclusion 
Christ is the head of the church instructing his body and reigning over his body with love.  He has exalted his body to sit 
with him in heavenly places (Ep.2:6-9), but he is and always will be the only head – the Savior of the body.   
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