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The Rising Tide of Lawlessness
“. . . and the earth was filled with violence” —Gen. 6.11

“But as the days of 
Noe were, so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be”
                —Mt. 24.37

“. . . in the last days perilous 
[dangerous] times shall come. . . 
men shall be . . . fierce, despisers of 
those that are good” —2 Tim. 3.1-3

“. . . beware lest ye [be] . . . led 
away with the error of the wicked 
[lawless]” —2 Pet. 3.17
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The Rising Tide of Lawlessness
“. . . and the earth was filled with violence”

It is difficult to imagine that a discerning and wide-awake Christian would be surprised and alarmed by the 
floodgate of lawlessness and ungodliness now covering the land. For Jesus and the apostles warned us of this 
very day, and the Old Testament prophets did also. In reference to the Rapture, the apostle Paul said, “That 
day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed . . .” (2 Thess. 
2.3). The apostle then went on to point out that before the Antichrist—”the lawless one,” “that Wicked,” 
“the son of perdition”—is fully revealed, there would be a great “falling away” among believers, and in the 
vacuum of an evaporating righteousness, even among professing “Christians,” there would be a universal 
increase in lawlessness and wickedness throughout the land: “For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: 
only he who now letteth [restrains] will let [restrain], until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that 
Wicked be revealed . . . (vv. 7-8).  And why such severe judgment against this lawlessness and apostasy? 

“. . . because they received not the love of the truth that they might be saved. And for this same 
cause God shall send them strong delusion. That they should believe a lie: That they all might 
be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (vv. 10-12).        

 The same apostle says in another place,  

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils [demons]; Speaking lies in hypocrisy 
. . .” (1 Tim. 4.1). 

 And again,

This know also, that in the last days perilous [dangerous] times shall come. For men shall 
be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof . .  .” (2 Tim. 
3.1-5).   

 When the apostles asked Jesus “what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” 
(Mt. 24.1-3), He listed a number of things that He classified as the “beginning of sorrows.” Among these  
were widespread spiritual deception and religious confusion (vv. 4-5, 11); wars and rumors of wars among 
nations and kingdoms; and pestilences [diseases], famines, and earthquakes throughout the earth (vv. 6-7). 
Then He warned that true believers would be persecuted, afflicted, and hated throughout the earth for His 
name’s sake (vv. 8-9), and a great many would be offended and begin to betray one another: and their love 
for God and the things of God would grow cold (vv. 10-12).  
 Again, Jesus warned in v. 37 that “as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be.” Now recall Moses’ account in Genesis of the days of Noah leading up to the Great Flood: there was 
universal moral decay, corruption, and violence. The divine record says, “. . . the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and . . . every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only continually evil” (Gen. 
6.5), and again, “The earth . . . was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence” (v. 11). 



3

Editor in Chief/Publisher: Wade H. Phillips
Layout and Design: Wanda Busbee
Printer: Voice of Zion Publishing House, Cleveland, TN

The Voice of Zion is the official publication of Zion Assembly 
Church of God. The purpose of the paper is to provide a channel 
through which the inspiration of the Spirit can flow to and from 
the field; to evangelize the lost; to disciple believers; to feed and 
nourish the church in the Word of God; to enhance fellowship 
between the members and ministers throughout the world. 

Subscription Rate: $25.00 per year. 
Send subscription requests or materials for publication 
along with your name, address, telephone number 
and e-mail address to the following: 

Voice of Zion, 
P.O. Box 2398,

 Cleveland TN 37320-2398
Telephone: 423-476-3337

zionchurch11@bellsouth.net

In This Issue . . .

Editorials ......................................................................................................2, 13, 15

Proclamation and Public Reading of the Word of God................................4-5, 10
Pete Sarry

Mission Outreach & Food/Clothing Assistance..................................................6-9

Senior Ambassadors on the Move.........................................................................11

Construction Update..............................................................................................12

Worth Thinking About...........................................................................................14
Wanda Busbee

Scripture quotations are taken from the King James 
Version unless otherwise noted.

“And judgment is turned away backward, 
and justice standeth afar off: for truth is 
fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter”
   —Is. 59.14



4

“Proclamation and Public Reading of the 
Word of God”

Note: this address was delivered by Pastor Pete Sarry during the seminar 
session of the School of Ministry Institute in Cleveland on May 13, 2020. 
The subject was the ordinances of the church. The address has been edited 
for this edition of the Voice of Zion.

The Word of God, the Bible, is inspired, inerrant, 
infallible, and unchangeable: and as such is the 
objective authority of the church.  The apostle Paul 
says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3.16). And 
again, “Till I come, give attendance to reading, to 
exhortation, to doctrine” (1 Tim. 4.13). 
 Why did the apostle write to Timothy regarding 
the importance of giving attendance to reading, to 
exhortation, to doctrine? Notice 1 Tim. 4.1: “Now 
the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to 
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils . . .” This 
verse rounds out the rationale of the apostle and serves 
as the context for what he writes in the following 
verses. “Expressly” signifies clearness and a definite 
manner. “Depart” means to be led away, to cause to 
withdraw. “The faith” means God’s divine plan and 
persuasion: and implies in this context the revelation 
of the Scripture. “Give attendance” means to turn 
to; to give heed to; to focus mentally on the subject. 
“Seducing spirits” tells us that there are opposing 
forces—“lying spirits” at work to deceive and mislead 
us. “Doctrines of devils” means the teachings and 
instructions and “damnable heresies” of demons intent 
on deceiving and destroying souls. 
 The Holy Spirit thus prophesied in the days 
of the apostles in the first century, warning us that 
“in the latter times,” which includes this present 
generation, that many will be led away from “the 
faith,” withdrawing themselves from God’s divine 
love and grace and His revelation in the Scriptures. In 
other words, they will stop believing the truth of the 
Word of God and will believe lies (2 Thess. 2.7-12). 
These evil spirits will convince many of their false 

teachings and damnable heresies and lead them away 
into a lifestyle that defies and contradicts the holiness 
of God and His standards in the Word of God.

 “For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places” (Eph. 6.12).

 “In whom the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ, who is the image of God, 
should shine unto them” (2 Cor. 4.4). 

 “To open their eyes, and to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance 
among them which are sanctified 
by faith that is in me” (Acts 26. 18). 

 Now we can see why the apostle Paul wrote 
to young Timothy, “Till I come, give attendance to 
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.” Attendance 
implies “the action or state of doing something regularly; 
to be engaged in; to be dedicated to.” Again, it was the 
apostle Paul who said, “Study to show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2.15).
 Study means “to make haste; to act fervently; 
speedy commitment; to accomplish all that God 
assigns through faith; to think a subject through.” The 
palmist said, “I will meditate in thy precepts, and 
have respect unto thy ways” (Ps. 119.15), and again, 

Pete Sarry
Highgrove, California
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“O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the 
day” (v. 97).    
 Jesus emphasized on many occasions in His 
ministry the importance of reading the Scriptures. 
When there was a question about the sabbath, His 
response was, “have ye not read in the law, how 
that on the sabbath days the priests in the temple 
profane the sabbath, and are blameless?” (Mt.12.5); 
and again when He was tempted by the Pharisees 
regarding divorce and remarriage, He replied, 
“Have ye not read, that he which made them at the 
beginning made them male and female, And said, 
For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, 
and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be 
one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, but 
one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, 
let not man put asunder . . .” (Mt. 19.4-6). Jesus again 
answered in the same way about proper worship in the 
temple and about the resurrection, saying “HAVE YE 
NOT READ . . .”
 Remember, reading and studying the Scriptures 
in faith and with a right attitude brings understanding 
(revelation). “And they said one to another, Did not 
our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by 
the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?” 
(Lu. 24.32). 
 As for the Public Reading of the Word of God, 
we find its occurrence for the first time on Mt. Sinai 
in the book of Exodus. “And Moses came and called 
for the elders of the people, and laid before their 
faces all these words which the Lord commanded 
him. And all the people answered together, and said, 
All that the Lord hath spoken we will do. And 
Moses returned the words of the people unto 
the Lord” (Ex. 19.7-8). God’s church is bound by 
a sacred covenant to read, study, and obey “every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” The 
significance of the act of public reading is a corporate 
acknowledgment of the sacred Word of God, even as 
it was written in stone at Mt. Sinai. The result was 
the revelation of God and the bonding together of His 
people in corporate union. This holy union was to God 
a “special treasure” upon the earth (Ex. 19.5-6; Deut. 
4.20; 7.6; 14.2; 26.18; 1 Pet. 2.9). 
 In 2 Kings 23:2-3, we read, “And the king 
went up into the house of the Lord, and all the men of 
Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, 
and the priests, and the prophets, and all the people, 
both small and great: and he read in their ears all 
the words of the book of the covenant which was 

found in the house of the Lord. And the king stood 
by a pillar, and made a covenant before the Lord, to 
walk after the Lord, and to keep his commandments 
and his testimonies and his statutes with all their 
heart and all their soul, to perform the words of this 
covenant that were written in this book. And all the 
people stood to the covenant.” 
 It may be asked, “How could the book of the 
law be lost in the temple of God?” God’s laws lost 
in His own house! At this time, Israel had a form of 
godliness but denied the power of God and His Word. 
They were worshipping false gods and placed idols 
in the temple. However, after the book of the law 
was discovered again, King Josiah publicly read the 
book to the people of God. The result was a cleansing 
of the priesthood and the temple. The people of 
God consecrated themselves and began to edify one 
another and to again give due worship to the Almighty 
God. They celebrated their reunion by keeping the 
Passover, which had not been celebrated in years. Oh, 
how transforming is the powerful Word of God when 
publicly read! Israel was comforted by the renewal of 
the sacred covenant they had violated.
 Another example in the Old Testament is in 
the book of Nehemiah. Ezra the priest read the book 
of the law before all the assembly, or congregation 
of God (Neh. 8. 1-12). The result was that the people 
responded by shouting, “Amen, Amen” (v. 6). They 
lifted their hands and bowed their faces to the ground. 
Israel wept when they heard the words of the law and 
its meaning was revealed to them (vv. 6, 12). Here 
is a clear demonstration of a sober reverence for the 
written Word of God and its effect on His people.
 This leads us to the New Testament. In Luke 
4, Jesus is being tempted by the devil. The Lord 
resisted the seducing spirits and doctrines of demons, 
not only by the power of the Spirit but by the power 
of the written Word of God. He rebuked the devil, 
stating, “IT IS WRITTEN… IT IS WRITTEN . . . IT 
IS WRITTEN . . .” The Word was as a powerful sharp, 
two-edged sword in His hand. He stood the test of 
temptation by the sacredness and power of the WORD 
OF GOD! “And he came to Nazareth, where he had 
been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went 
into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood 
up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the 
book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened 
the book, he found the place where it was written, 
The Spirit of the Lord 

Cont’d on p. 10
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Our worldwide mission work and outreach has continued without ceasing during the 
coronavirus pandemic, with all its attending economic and social problems—famine, 
hunger, political unrest, lawlessness, economic depression, rioting and violence. In 
fact, our mission giving has increased and our care for one another in Zion Assembly 
throughout the world has been especially manifested. We have been able to give 
assistance to our overseers and churches in several nations, and we have received 
reports and evidence of the proper distribution of food and material assistance. 

Assistance has 
been sent to 

overseer Bani Rangel and the saints in 
Venezuela on more than one occasion in 
recent weeks and months. This country has 
been reeling under corrupt government 
and economic depression for decades. 
Many of the people are on the verge of 
starvation, including some of our members 
in Zion. It is extremely difficult to navigate 
our way through the political corruption 
in this nation to help supply the needs 
of our people there, but we have thus far 
managed by the Providential Hand of the 
Lord. Brother Bani and the people there 
send greetings to all our people here in the 
United States and their heartfelt thanks 
for the prayers and financial assistance. 

Mission Outreach and Food/Clothing Assistance

Venezuela
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Overseer Suku Ranjon 
Sikder in Bangladesh 

[located northwest of India] reports that our financial 
assistance and prayerful support during the Covid-19 
epidemic in his nation has been a lifesaver and much 
appreciated. The photos below represent phase one 
and two of the relief plan to assist 100 families in 
several of our churches located in this poverty-ridden 
nation. Thus far forty-five families have been assisted. 

Before the distribution was made, the overseer shared 
the Word of God with the people, and the saints prayed 
together and gave thanks to the Lord for the provisions. 
Psalm 18 and Matthew 20.1-16 were read, and hymns of 
praise were sung.

Then in an orderly manner the food was distributed 
to each family. Each package had 2 kg of flour, 1 kg of 
beans, 1 kg of potatoes, 1 kg of salt, and 2 pieces of soap.   

The overseer had appointed a team of workers to 
package and distribute the food and encourage the 
people. He rewarded the team with a special time 
together, including sharing and enjoying tea and biscuits. 

The overseer and the people could not say 
enough to express how deeply they appreciated 
the food and manifest brotherly love and care.

Bangladesh
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Pastor Kenneth Otiego 
rises early in the morning 
[before 5 a.m.] to prepare 
mandazis [biscuits/fried 
dough] to eke out a living 
for his family and to help 
sustain his ministry. He 

sells the biscuits at a roadside kiosk [food stand] to 
men and women on their way to work in “the region 
of Sori and the larger region of Migori [a region that 
borders Uganda and Tanzania]. 

Besides the problem of dealing with the coronavirus 
and government restrictions and regulations because 
of the pandemic, the region has been flooded by 
rains and the overflow of Lake Victoria. It has made 
life extremely difficult, including the destruction 
of crops. Members have been displaced and life in 
general has been upset. But the saints led by faithful 
courageous leaders press on against all odds and 
opposition, man-made and demonic.

The churches have been forbidden by the government 
to meet in their regular places of worship, so Pastor 
Otiego [who also serves as secretary for South Kenya 
under Bishops Elijah Wafula and Joanes Oboo] 
ministers to them in house gatherings and their places 
of work. In this way the congregations stay connected, 
but it has strained the order and general gatherings. 
The people are learning through all the trials and 
tribulations to trust and depend upon the Lord.     

Mission funds have assisted the churches both in 
North and South Kenya during the pandemic, famine, 
and flooding in the last three months. The brethren 
in Kenya send their regards to everyone who helps 
support World Missions in Zion. 

Pastor Otiego writes: “Though we have been 
suspended from having regular services since 
February 23rd, nothing can take away our joy (Jn. 
16.22-23). There are some things that bring sorrow to 
our lives, and makes life almost unbearable, but the 
Lord is ever present to encourage and lift us up. And 
we appreciate the regular care and correspondence 
with Brother Miller, the assistant mission director, and 
the presiding bishop and all the international staff. 
We send greetings to all the brethren and appreciate 
so much the financial and prayerful support.     

South Kenya
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Special assistance has also been sent recently to 
Nepal and India. There are many basic needs among 
our people in less developed nati ons that do not 
ever go away; sti ll we do our best to meet the most 
desti tute and desperate needs, keeping in mind what 
Jesus said, “For ye have the poor always with you” 
(Mt. 26.11; but see also Mt. 19.21-24; Lu. 6.38), and 
James’ admoniti on in his epistle, “If a brother or 
sister be naked and desti tute of daily food, And one 
of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed 
and fi lled; notwithstanding ye give them not those 
things which are needful to the body; what doth it 
profi t?” (Jas. 2.15-16), and John’s words in his epistle, 
“But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his 
brother have need, and shutt eth up his bowels of 
compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God 
in him?” (1 Jn. 3.17; see also Ps. 41.1; Prov. 29.7).    

We appreciate the love and liberality of our people 
here in the Unites States, especially regarding  mission 
giving and the material care extended to our less 
fortunate ministers and members everywhere in Zion 
Assembly. May the Lord conti nue to richly bless those 
who give so that they may be a blessing to others.

Nepal/India

Raju Pariyar of Nepal delivers food on foot.

Overseer Raju Pariyar and wife Sumitra of Nepal

Overseer Talari Padma Rao of India

Congregati on in Nepal

with orphans during meal ti me
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is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach 
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord” (vv. 16-19). Then “He began to 
say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfi lled in 
your ears.” Jesus’ custom was to open and publicly 
read the Bible, the “book of the law.” In these specifi c 
verses, He was confi rming that He himself was the 
very Word of God made fl esh and dwelling among 
the people (Jn. 1.1-4, 14, 17-18). He was the glory of 
God as the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth. “In Him was the life: and the life was the 
light of men” (v. 4).  

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life: and they are they which 
testify of me” (Jn. 5.39).

“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the fl esh 
profi teth nothing: the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” 
(Jn. 6.63). 

“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and 
to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly” (Jn. 10.10).

“That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 
and our hands have handled, of the Word 
of life; (For the life was manifested, and 
we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew 
unto you that eternal life, which was with 
the Father, and was manifested unto us”  
(1 Jn. 1.1-2).

 Jesus Christ is the incarnate WORD OF GOD. 
Every born-again believer is a new creation through 
this incorruptible seed, the Word of God (2 Cor. 5.17; 
1 Pet. 1.22-23). The apostle Paul said, “Ye are our 
epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all 
men: Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to 
be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not 
with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in 
tables of stone, but in fl eshy tables of the heart” (2 
Cor. 3.2-3). In other words, the Word of God written 

in fl esh is just as sacred as the Word of God written 
in a book. Your new life in Christ is a letter of Christ 
written in human hearts and, as such, read by all men. 
How powerful is the Word of God!
 The writer of Hebrews states that the fi rst 
covenant had ordinances of divine service and a worldly 
sanctuary (Heb. 9.1-6). There were many things within 
the tabernacle that were representative and symbolic 
of Jesus Christ—lampstand [candlestick], shewbread, 
pot of manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, tablets of 
the covenant, mercy seat. These material things did 
not have life in them but were symbolic of the life 
and ministry of Christ. In verse 8 the Holy Spirit is 
referred to as signifying the way into the holiest of all 
was not yet made manifest while the fi rst tabernacle 
was still standing. And in verse 11 Christ is again in 
focus as the true High Priest of good things to come in 
the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made by 
hands.
 We see then that under the dispensation of 
the New Testament, Christ himself is the perfect 
tabernacle, and the law is written in the hearts of 
men through the Holy Spirit. God has given us of 
His Spirit and the Spirit causes us to keep the law of 
God. But also, the church through the indwelling of 
the Spirit is the instrument and embodiment of Christ 
(2 Cor. 3.2-3; 5.18-20; Eph. 3.9-10). IT IS BY THE 
LIFE OF GOD that we are now lively stones built up 
a spiritual house (Eph. 2.19-22; 1 Pet. 2.5-9), with 
Jesus Christ serving as the Chief Cornerstone. We 
are members of His body, incorporated together by 
covenant agreement to walk together according to His 
commandments and ordinances. The church becomes 
the visible body of Christ and, as such, re-enacts the 
life and ministry of Christ before the watching world.
 It was the church that Christ commanded 
to go into all the world to preach and publish the 
Word of God, and to baptize and make disciples of 
believers. Included in the Great Commission is the 
command to teach and establish men in the Word of 
God (which includes the public reading of the Word 
of God). What a great privilege to be in Christ and 
in His church. We must hold to the sacredness of the 
Word of God. As we proclaim the Word, it transforms 
lives! It convicts, converts, justifi es, regenerates, 
saves, sanctifi es, cleanses, heals, delivers, guides, 
instructs, orders, ordains, discerns, reproves, corrects, 
quickens, renews, comforts, inspires, enlightens, 
imparts knowledge, wisdom, and life; it is powerful, 
unfailing, and perfect . . . ALL FOR THE GLORY OF 
GOD! 

Cont’d from p. 5
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Psalm 91.1-16: “He that dwelleth in the secret place 
of the most High shall (will) abide under the shadow 
of the Almighty...”
God is a refuge, a shelter when we are afraid; we can 
have faith in God as our Savior and Protector. He will 
carry us through all the dangers and fears of life.
This psalm should be a picture of our trust in the Lord. 
We should trade all of our fears for faith in Him no 
matter how intense our fears.
To do this we must “dwell” or abide in Him.
Seniors should encourage one another and stay 
connected in worship services and by phone, cards, 
letters, and zoom.
August 21 is Senior Appreciation Day for all our 
churches.
Recognize your seniors in a special way.
We are in this together.
Turn your eyes upon Jesus—Look full in His 
wonderful face, in the light of His glory and grace: 
and the things of this earth will grow strangely dim. 
Leaders should keep their seniors involved in the 
ministry of the church.
The Senior Ambassadors brochures are available now 
at headquarters. Call (423-476-3337).
Please send me your reports; I’m ready to help if 
needed.

Ruth M. Tingler
Senior Ambassadors Director

The Prayer of the Golden Years

Blessed are they who understand,
my faltering step and palsied hand.

Blessed are they who know that my ears today,
must strain to catch the things you say.

Blessed are they who know,
that my eyes are dim and my wits are slow.

Blessed are they with a cheery smile,
who stop to chat for a little while.

Blessed are they who never say,
“You’ve told that story twice today.”

Blessed are they who know the ways
to bring back memories of yesterday.

Blessed are they who make it known
that I’m loved, respected, and not alone.

Blessed are those who ease the days
on my journey home, in loving ways.

                                       Author unknown

Roanoke Senior Ambassadors

Senior Ambassadors on the Move
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Construction Up-date

This project has been an adventure: This project has been an adventure: 
surprises seemed to be around surprises seemed to be around 
every corner. But the Lord has every corner. But the Lord has 
enabled us for the task, and by enabled us for the task, and by 
His strength and wisdom we have His strength and wisdom we have 
prevailed. We can now see the light prevailed. We can now see the light 
at the end of the tunnel. We are at the end of the tunnel. We are 
on the home stretch! Through His on the home stretch! Through His 
sustaining grace, the job should be sustaining grace, the job should be 
completed by the General Assembly.completed by the General Assembly.

Sidewalks Poured

Granite Window SillsDoors & Trim
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Editorials cont’d from p. 2

 Who can deny or argue with any conviction and effect that this generation is rapidly becoming a fitting 
picture and manifest display of these prophetic predictions? The floodgates have been opened and the spirit of 
Satan and antichrist is pouring into every facet of society.  The “spirit of disobedience” is now running with 
an unbridled confidence rampant throughout the land.

Living by Faith
“Feeling no Alarm”

 We should not be alarmed or fearful, therefore, because “the enemy [has come] rushing in like a 
flood” (Is. 59.19); indeed, our hearts and minds should have been prepared for this lawlessness and violence 
that has so quickly filled the earth: for God’s prophetic Word has plainly predicted it in prophecy. It was thus 
that the apostle wrote to the Thessalonians, 

“But ye brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are 
the children of the light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of the 
darkness. Therefore let us not sleep as do others; but let us watch and be sober . . . let us 
who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith, and love, and for an helmet 
the hope of salvation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ . . .” (1 Thess. 5.4-9).   

 See, we should have been expecting the apostasy, with all of the lawlessness and violence that is now 
sweeping the world. And even more so now, we should be aware that the inspired Word of God has also 
predicted a continual increase of this lawless and antichrist spirit from now till Jesus comes (Mt. 24.36-44; 2 
Tim. 3.1-9, 13; 2 Pet. 2.1-22; Jude 3-16)!  Yet still, we should feel no alarm!  

“I care not today what the morrow may bring, 
If shadow or sunshine or rain,

The Lord I know ruleth o’er everything, 
And all of my worry is vain.

Living by faith, in Jesus above,
Trusting, confiding in His great love;

From all harm safe in His sheltering arm,
I’m living by faith and feel no alarm.”

 Eight hundred years before Christ appeared on the scene in this world, the prophet Isaiah envisioned 
and described through the Spirit the great apostasy now covering the land. He described the prevailing 
darkness and spiritual blindness and an ever-increasing state of lawlessness and violence (Is. 59.2-11) with 
“multiplied transgressions,” “falsehoods,” “revolts,” “riots,” and “iniquity” (vv. 12-13). He wrote,

“And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in 
the street, and equity cannot enter. Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from evil maketh 
himself a prey: and the Lord saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgment (vv. 14-15). 

Cont’d on p. 15
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KJV: “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that 
ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light:”

NKJ: “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people,
that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light;”

NASB: “But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE 
FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;”

NIV: “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

1 Pet. 2:9Worth thinking about: 
Phonetic Pronunciation: per-ee-poy-AY-sis

Greek Word:  περιποίησις (peripoiésis)

Knowing the right meaning of a word is crucial to 
correctly interpret scripture, as well as to discover new 
points of view that brings greater light to the subject. 
The word ‘peculiar’ in the KJV may sometimes 
leave the reader scratching his head, as this word is 
most often used today in a negative sense to express 
something as “odd,” “strange,” or “unusual.” Is 
God’s church, therefore, to be eccentric or bizarre? 
To an ever-darkening world, we may be regarded as 
such when we don’t share the interests and values 
of the world. What excites and impresses the world 
doesn’t excite or impress God’s “peculiar people.” 
 But this is not what the biblical writer had 
in mind. When other translations are examined, it 
becomes evident that a positive connotation was 
being expressed. We know that words have more than 
one meaning, as with “peculiar,” which also means 
“special,” that is, “characteristic of only one person, 
group, or thing:” distinctive, as in the sentence, 
‘Frank spoke in a fervent manner peculiar to him.’
 To  glean  yet  a  more in-depth understanding, 
we look to the Greek word used in the original text: 
Peripoiesis is a compound word meaning “all around” 
and “to make;” signifying, to make something one’s 
own; to completely obtain, i.e. to fully possess.
Looking to this Greek word truly gives us something 
worth thinking about, as we begin to realize the degree 
of God’s investment in forming His church: God 
fully gave of Himself by giving “his only begotten 

Son” (Jn. 3.16), not only to redeem man, but also 
to purchase the church of God with the blood of 
His precious Son (Acts 20.28). The church is His 
possession, and the investment was costly, which 
is why it is a great off ense to God to reject His Son.  
 Isaiah also writes, “This people have I formed 
for myself; they shall shew forth my praise.” This 
priceless possession is special (only one), and no 
other but God formed it and owns it. To emphasize 
the priceless quality and beauty of the saints of God, 
Malachi referred to them as “jewels” (Mal. 3.17). To 
accentuate intimacy, Solomon wrote of the church as 
“My dove, my undefi led is but one; she is the only 
one of her mother, she is the choice one of her 
that bare her. The daughters saw her, and blessed 
her; yea, the queens and the concubines, and 
they praised her” (Song 6. 9). This scripture also  
witnesses to monogamy, as doves have only one mate 
for life, and Jesus has only one bride (His church).
 Contemplating the words of Scripture with 
prayer truly has its eff ects. God’s Word excites “His 
peculiar people” and compels them to action. The sofa 
can’t hold a believer down when there is work to do! We 
are to be “zealous of good works” until Christ returns: 
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2.13-14). 

Wanda Busbee
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Editorials cont’d from p. 13

All is working toward our Perfection and Eternal Glory
 Surely this prophecy in Isaiah, though describing primarily conditions in other ages, describes more 
perfectly, present conditions here in the United States and throughout much of the world.  Yet, again, we should 
not be surprised nor alarmed. For the apostle Peter says, “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fi ery 
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you” (1 Pet. 4.12). Rather, he says, “But 
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s suff erings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be 
glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory 
and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorifi ed”  (vv. 13-14). 
 We should therefore “rejoice” and be “happy” says the apostle, that we are counted worthy to suff er for 
the name of Christ. Our Lord says the same thing, having warned us that we will indeed be hated throughout 
the world for identifying with Him and acting in His name (Mt. 24.9). Again, He says, 

“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the 
world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you” (Jn. 15.18-19).   

 Therefore, rather than being surprised by the rising tide of ungodliness and lawlessness in the world 
today, and the ever-increasing spirit of antichrist, we should readily expect it; and we should be now preparing 
ourselves for an onslaught of animosity and hateful persecution. Recall the words of James, the Lord’s 
brother: “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying of 
your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, and 
wanting nothing” (Jas. 1.2-4). 
 It was from the perspective that our former general overseer, A. J. Tomlinson, under the weight of 
trials and tribulations and sometimes the duress of persecution, would often say, “This is doing me good.” 
He knew that the trials and affl  ictions of this life were working in him a “perfect work,” that he was becoming 
through adversity “perfect and entire, wanting nothing,” that is, he was being molded by grace and spiritual 
power into the perfect image of Christ (Rom. 8.29; 2 Cor. 3.18; Col. 3.10). We should all know that all the 
“suff erings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us,”
when we are raptured up to meet the Lord in the air and caught away into eternal and heavenly glory (1 Thess. 
4.16-18; 1 Cor. 15.53-55). This is our hope and fi rm expectation!      

Editorial Correction
Please Note

In the last issue of the In the last issue of the VOZ,VOZ, the dates for the  the dates for the 
17th Annual General Assembly were mistakenly 17th Annual General Assembly were mistakenly 
announced for September 8-13. The dates for theannounced for September 8-13. The dates for the
 up-coming   General    Assembly  are   rather   up-coming   General    Assembly  are   rather  September  1-6.September  1-6.



Voice of Zion
P.O. Box 2398

Cleveland, TN 37320-2398

NONPROFIT
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 5

CLEVELAND TN

Notice!
 Assembly Date
September 1-6, 2020

Cleveland, TN


