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Editorials cont’d from p. 2

 Who can deny or argue with any conviction and effect that this generation is rapidly becoming a fitting 
picture and manifest display of these prophetic predictions? The floodgates have been opened and the spirit of 
Satan and antichrist is pouring into every facet of society.  The “spirit of disobedience” is now running with 
an unbridled confidence rampant throughout the land.

Living by Faith
“Feeling no Alarm”

 We should not be alarmed or fearful, therefore, because “the enemy [has come] rushing in like a 
flood” (Is. 59.19); indeed, our hearts and minds should have been prepared for this lawlessness and violence 
that has so quickly filled the earth: for God’s prophetic Word has plainly predicted it in prophecy. It was thus 
that the apostle wrote to the Thessalonians, 

“But ye brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are 
the children of the light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of the 
darkness. Therefore let us not sleep as do others; but let us watch and be sober . . . let us 
who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith, and love, and for an helmet 
the hope of salvation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ . . .” (1 Thess. 5.4-9).   

 See, we should have been expecting the apostasy, with all of the lawlessness and violence that is now 
sweeping the world. And even more so now, we should be aware that the inspired Word of God has also 
predicted a continual increase of this lawless and antichrist spirit from now till Jesus comes (Mt. 24.36-44; 2 
Tim. 3.1-9, 13; 2 Pet. 2.1-22; Jude 3-16)!  Yet still, we should feel no alarm!  

“I care not today what the morrow may bring, 
If shadow or sunshine or rain,

The Lord I know ruleth o’er everything, 
And all of my worry is vain.

Living by faith, in Jesus above,
Trusting, confiding in His great love;

From all harm safe in His sheltering arm,
I’m living by faith and feel no alarm.”

 Eight hundred years before Christ appeared on the scene in this world, the prophet Isaiah envisioned 
and described through the Spirit the great apostasy now covering the land. He described the prevailing 
darkness and spiritual blindness and an ever-increasing state of lawlessness and violence (Is. 59.2-11) with 
“multiplied transgressions,” “falsehoods,” “revolts,” “riots,” and “iniquity” (vv. 12-13). He wrote,

“And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in 
the street, and equity cannot enter. Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth from evil maketh 
himself a prey: and the Lord saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgment (vv. 14-15). 

Cont’d on p. 15
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KJV: “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that 
ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light:”

NKJ: “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people,
that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light;”

NASB: “But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE 
FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;”

NIV: “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

1 Pet. 2:9Worth thinking about: 
Phonetic Pronunciation: per-ee-poy-AY-sis

Greek Word:  περιποίησις (peripoiésis)

Knowing the right meaning of a word is crucial to 
correctly interpret scripture, as well as to discover new 
points of view that brings greater light to the subject. 
The word ‘peculiar’ in the KJV may sometimes 
leave the reader scratching his head, as this word is 
most often used today in a negative sense to express 
something as “odd,” “strange,” or “unusual.” Is 
God’s church, therefore, to be eccentric or bizarre? 
To an ever-darkening world, we may be regarded as 
such when we don’t share the interests and values 
of the world. What excites and impresses the world 
doesn’t excite or impress God’s “peculiar people.” 
 But this is not what the biblical writer had 
in mind. When other translations are examined, it 
becomes evident that a positive connotation was 
being expressed. We know that words have more than 
one meaning, as with “peculiar,” which also means 
“special,” that is, “characteristic of only one person, 
group, or thing:” distinctive, as in the sentence, 
‘Frank spoke in a fervent manner peculiar to him.’
 To  glean  yet  a  more in-depth understanding, 
we look to the Greek word used in the original text: 
Peripoiesis is a compound word meaning “all around” 
and “to make;” signifying, to make something one’s 
own; to completely obtain, i.e. to fully possess.
Looking to this Greek word truly gives us something 
worth thinking about, as we begin to realize the degree 
of God’s investment in forming His church: God 
fully gave of Himself by giving “his only begotten 

Son” (Jn. 3.16), not only to redeem man, but also 
to purchase the church of God with the blood of 
His precious Son (Acts 20.28). The church is His 
possession, and the investment was costly, which 
is why it is a great off ense to God to reject His Son.  
 Isaiah also writes, “This people have I formed 
for myself; they shall shew forth my praise.” This 
priceless possession is special (only one), and no 
other but God formed it and owns it. To emphasize 
the priceless quality and beauty of the saints of God, 
Malachi referred to them as “jewels” (Mal. 3.17). To 
accentuate intimacy, Solomon wrote of the church as 
“My dove, my undefi led is but one; she is the only 
one of her mother, she is the choice one of her 
that bare her. The daughters saw her, and blessed 
her; yea, the queens and the concubines, and 
they praised her” (Song 6. 9). This scripture also  
witnesses to monogamy, as doves have only one mate 
for life, and Jesus has only one bride (His church).
 Contemplating the words of Scripture with 
prayer truly has its eff ects. God’s Word excites “His 
peculiar people” and compels them to action. The sofa 
can’t hold a believer down when there is work to do! We 
are to be “zealous of good works” until Christ returns: 
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2.13-14). 

Wanda Busbee
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Editorials cont’d from p. 13

All is working toward our Perfection and Eternal Glory
 Surely this prophecy in Isaiah, though describing primarily conditions in other ages, describes more 
perfectly, present conditions here in the United States and throughout much of the world.  Yet, again, we should 
not be surprised nor alarmed. For the apostle Peter says, “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fi ery 
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you” (1 Pet. 4.12). Rather, he says, “But 
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s suff erings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be 
glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory 
and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorifi ed”  (vv. 13-14). 
 We should therefore “rejoice” and be “happy” says the apostle, that we are counted worthy to suff er for 
the name of Christ. Our Lord says the same thing, having warned us that we will indeed be hated throughout 
the world for identifying with Him and acting in His name (Mt. 24.9). Again, He says, 

“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the 
world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you” (Jn. 15.18-19).   

 Therefore, rather than being surprised by the rising tide of ungodliness and lawlessness in the world 
today, and the ever-increasing spirit of antichrist, we should readily expect it; and we should be now preparing 
ourselves for an onslaught of animosity and hateful persecution. Recall the words of James, the Lord’s 
brother: “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing this, that the trying of 
your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, and 
wanting nothing” (Jas. 1.2-4). 
 It was from the perspective that our former general overseer, A. J. Tomlinson, under the weight of 
trials and tribulations and sometimes the duress of persecution, would often say, “This is doing me good.” 
He knew that the trials and affl  ictions of this life were working in him a “perfect work,” that he was becoming 
through adversity “perfect and entire, wanting nothing,” that is, he was being molded by grace and spiritual 
power into the perfect image of Christ (Rom. 8.29; 2 Cor. 3.18; Col. 3.10). We should all know that all the 
“suff erings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us,”
when we are raptured up to meet the Lord in the air and caught away into eternal and heavenly glory (1 Thess. 
4.16-18; 1 Cor. 15.53-55). This is our hope and fi rm expectation!      

Editorial Correction
Please Note

In the last issue of the In the last issue of the VOZ,VOZ, the dates for the  the dates for the 
17th Annual General Assembly were mistakenly 17th Annual General Assembly were mistakenly 
announced for September 8-13. The dates for theannounced for September 8-13. The dates for the
 up-coming   General    Assembly  are   rather   up-coming   General    Assembly  are   rather  September  1-6.September  1-6.
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