
“We are living in one of the most exciting 
times in Christian history. The church will 
emerge victoriously over every foe and 
will be presented to Christ without spot or 
wrinkle. She will disciple the nations and 
see the other sheep (kingdom Christians) 
come together into ‘one fold’ . . . Jesus 
prayed for it! The church will accomplish 
her prophetic destiny. You can be part of 
it. Stand with us as supporters of these 
noble aims and prophetic destinies.”

June 2020

“The Bible is the revelation of truth. It 
is the child of God’s standard of truth 
by which we measure the truthfulness of 
all other statements. I may discuss truth 
from the Bible, but I will not discuss the 
truthfulness of the Bible. The truthfulness 
of the Bible must be forever settled in 
the heart and mind of the believer.”

Bruce Sullivan
School of Ministry Institute Superintendent

Education Emphasis
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Anton Burnette
Director of Education and Media Ministries



 Editorials . . .
School of Ministry Institute

Anointed, Illuminating, Spirit-fi lled Sessions

The recent terms of the School of Ministry Institute [SMI] in Cleveland [May 3-15] were enlightening and 
charged with the anointing and approval of the Holy Spirit. Despite the threat of a lingering coronavirus and the 
fearmongering of the liberal media, twenty-eight students enrolled for SMI [fi ve audited two or more classes]. All 
of the fi rst week students [save one] remained for the full two-weeks. Twelve enrolled for the post-graduate class. 
Everyone was manifestly hungry to learn and more fully equip himself/herself with the biblical and spiritual tools 
to be more eff ective witnesses and workers for the Lord and the church.  

A special feature of the second week of the school was a well-planned seminar on the four new ordinances 
adopted by the church in the 16th Annual General Assembly (2019). The seminar was carried out each evening, 
Sunday-Thursday. from 7 p.m. to 8.15 p.m. The presenters were the Presiding Bishop, Trevor Graves, Bruce 
Sullivan, Joseph Steele, Kris Newberry, Pete Sarry, and Anton Burnette. The addresses on the four newly adopted 
ordinances will appear in up-coming issues of the Voice of Zion, beginning with Kris Newberry’s address in this 
issue (see pp. 4-7, 13).    

As per usual, the fellowship of the student body in the 2020 school in Cleveland was rich and enjoyed 
by all who were privileged to attend. Sixteen students participated in a workday on Saturday [May 9], helping 
to clean up the worksite for the various crews still working on the new addition to the International Ministries 
Complex. Lunch was provided by the International Offi  ces. See pp. 8-11 for pictorial highlights, testimonies, and 
further reports of the recent sessions of SMI in Cleveland.

March Mission Drive Final Tally

The March Mission Drive funds continued to trickle into the General Treasury until early May. The fi nal 
tally was a little over $65,000 raised by the churches. I want to again congratulate and commend all our overseers, 
pastors, church ministers, and mission workers who led their local churches in participating so faithfully and 
zealously in this much-needed fund raiser.

Camping Ministries

We notifi ed our pastors and churches via letter dated May 1st that Summer Camps were canceled for 
this year due in part to discouraging rumors that had circulated stating that camps had already been canceled. 
These rumors were infl uenced in part by the fearmongoring of the liberal media regarding the coronavirus and in 
part by exaggerated estimations of “medical experts” predicting apocalyptic numbers of deaths and devastation. 

         The letter from the Presiding Bishop should have been posted by the pastors and church ministers on a bulletin 
board or other conspicuous area for all to have access to the information in it. We suggested also in this letter that 
the overseers organize, with the assistance of the pastors, a special youth activity in their state/region to off set the 
disappointment of not having regularly scheduled summer camps. One state overseer and his camp director also 
have consulted with me in hopes that they might still be able to conduct a camp in their area in July or August.   

Wade H. Phillips

Cont’d on p. 15
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“The Mystery”

The term “ordinance” as we have come to understand 
it biblically in our tradition of the faith has an 
interesting historical background and development, 
that is, regarding how we arrived at our current 
understanding. An excerpt from our Presiding 
Bishop’s annual address to the 16th Annual Assembly 
(2019), under the heading Section II: Reflecting on 
and Reevaluating the Ordinances of the Church, notes, 

“Several terms have been used in Christian 
history to identify what we refer to now as 
‘ordinances.’ Included among these are 
‘mysteries,’ ‘sacraments,’ ‘ceremonies,’ 
and ‘witnesses.’ By the third century the 
term ‘sacrament’ became the predominant 
term in the Latin-speaking churches, 
whereas the Greek-speaking churches 
preferred the term ‘mysteries.’  Among 
the radical reformers in the sixteenth 
century the term ‘ordinance’ came to 
be preferred over against ‘sacrament’ 
because the Early Church soon after the 
passing of the apostles began to corrupt 
the meaning of a sacrament” (16th 
Annual General Assembly Minutes,  p. 77).  

The term “sacrament” is a derivative of the Latin 
word sacramentum that has in definition the idea of 
something held sacred. Historically, it stood as an 
oath or solemn pledge such as the military pledge 

of allegiance one took under the rule of the Roman 
Empire. In this sense, we may comprehend to 
large degree the amount of devotion seen in such a 
commitment. Accordingly, the word was incorporated 
in ecclesiastical use in the Early Church (2nd or 3rd 
century) to denote a sign of sacred things. Later 
sacramentum was chosen to translate and depict in the 
Latin Bible the Greek word mysterion or “mystery.” 
R.S. Wallace and G.W. Bromiley explain: 

“This usage explains why ‘sacramentum’ 
commended itself as an equivalent of Greek 
‘mysterion,’ which generally refers to the 
hidden things of God that cannot be known 
except as God discloses them. Conversely, 
‘mysterion’ itself forms the background for a 
proper understanding of the sacraments. The 
New Testament uses ‘mysterion’ in contexts 
dealing with the embodiment of God’s 
revelatory word in Christ (the Incarnation) 
and with the embodiment and growth 
of that word in believers (the Church).” 
(“Sacraments” in The International Standard 
Bible Encyclopedia, Vol. 4, pp. 256-258). 

 In fulfillment of prophecy, God’s arrival into 
human history through the birth of Jesus brought 
a full personal reality to the “mystery,” that is, “the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1.14). The 
embodiment of the Word in the person, life, and work 

“The Church as a Sacred Ordinance”

Note: This address by Kris Newberry was delivered on Monday evening, 
May 11th, during the School of Ministry in Cleveland. It was the first of four 
addresses by different speakers delivered in seminar format in the evenings 
[7:00 pm–8:15pm] on Monday-Thursday, May 11-14. The purpose of the week-long seminar 
was to explore and illuminate our ministers and students regarding the ordinances of the church, 
especially the four new ordinances adopted in the 16th Annual General Assembly on September 
10, 2019. The three other addresses will be featured in upcoming issues of the Voice of Zion. 
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of the man Jesus is what the New Testament calls the 
“mystery,” namely, “God . . . manifest in the flesh” 
(1 Tim. 3.16). Another instance of this is found in 
Lu. 17. 20-21: “And when he was demanded of the 
Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, 
he answered them and said, The kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say, 
Lo here! Or, Lo there! For, behold, the kingdom of 
God is within you.” In Jesus, the kingdom of God is 
present, and in born-again believers the kingdom of 
God abides. 
 Regarding this “great mystery,” G. W. Barker 
writes, “the New Testament ‘mysterion’ . . . in its 
fullest expression refers to the secret thoughts, plans, 
and dispensations of God, which, though hidden from 
human reason, are being disclosed by God’s revealing 
act to those for whom such knowledge is intended” 
(“Mystery,” in The International Standard Bible 
Encyclopedia, Vol. 3, pp. 451-455). Indeed, the church 
falls into this same category. Thus, the apostle Paul 
writes, “For this cause shall a man leave his father 
and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and 
they two shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery: 
but I speak concerning Christ and the church” (Eph. 
5.29-32). 
 We have noticed thus far that, though the 
term “ordinance” generally refers to a law of God 
or authoritative command, it has a specialized usage 
and meaning connected with the words mysterion 
and sacramentum.  In this sense, it refers to a sacred 
commitment and sign of sacred things and illustrates 
the hidden mysteries of God which are representative 
of the church’s most important and fundamental 
doctrines. In our tradition, these observances have 
included water baptism, communion, and foot washing. 
But in addition to these there are clearly other sacred 
institutions or “sacraments” that may be categorized 
under the umbrella of ordinances and that should be 
recognized and observed as such. In particular, the 
church itself is foremost in our thought here.

 
“Embodiment and Symbolism”

 The church, the divine institution that Jesus 
established during His earthly ministry (Mk. 3.13-16; 
Lu. 6.12-16), has an unmistakable call and witness in 
the world. In fact, the three years Jesus held company 
with the Twelve, the relationship was teeming with 
His personal ministry and examples of His humility, 

wisdom, and strength, as well as His miracles, 
prompting the apostle John to write, “there are also 
many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they 
should be written every one, I suppose that even the 
world itself could not contain the books that should 
be written. Amen” (Jn. 21.25). He poured Himself into 
the disciples whom He had appointed as “apostles” 
and through whom He formed the very foundation of 
the church under the New Covenant. (Lu. 6.13; Acts 
2.42; Eph. 2.20). These Twelve were instrumental in 
formulating the church’s body of doctrine and were 
commissioned to carry it forward into every nation: 
and to proclaim with power the Gospel of Christ and 
to teach believers to “observe all things” which He 
commanded (Mt. 28.19-20). Specifically, Luke records 
the words of Jesus preceding a miraculous act that 
would deepen the Apostles conviction and help them 
with their witness, “And he said unto them, These 
are the words which I spake unto you, while I was 
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which 
were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, 
and in the psalms, concerning me” (Lu. 24.44). 
“Then opened he their understanding, that they 
might understand the scriptures” (v. 45). Even more 
impactfully, Jesus further ensured the church, saying, 
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient 
(advantageous) for you that I go away: for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but 
if I depart, I will send him unto you” (Jn. 16.7). And 
again, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, 
he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak 
of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall 
he speak: and he will show you things to come. He 
shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine and 
shall show it unto you.” (16.13-14). 
 The church was called and ordained also to 
embody the Word and accordingly to represent and 
reenact the Gospel before the world (2 Cor. 3.2-3), 
and so, fulfill its purpose in being “the church of the 
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 
3.15). As such, we begin to see that the church exhibits 
all of the characteristics of an “ordinance”. As we have 
previously seen, one of the marks of an “ordinance” is 
rooted in the term “mystery,” that is, the hidden things 
of God that cannot be known except as God discloses 
or reveals them. Our Presiding Bishop has stated “the 
church owes its life and being to the mystery of 
the incarnation of Christ: for as Eve was formed 
from the rib of Adam, so the church came from the 
broken side of Christ and was purchased with His 
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own blood.” The “mysteries” of the Gospel, which is 
the full Gospel itself is thus embodied in the church. 
The apostle Paul explains, 

“In whom we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to 
the riches of his grace; Wherein he hath 
abounded toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence; 9) Having made known unto 
us the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure which he hath purposed in 
himself . . . That the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto 
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of him: The eyes of your 
understanding being enlightened; that ye 
may know what is the hope of his calling, 
and what the riches of the glory of his 
inheritance in the saints, And what is the 
exceeding greatness of his power to us-
ward who believe, according to the working 
of his mighty power, Which he wrought in 
Christ, when he raised him from the dead, 
and set him at his own right hand in the 
heavenly places, Far above all principality, 
and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to come: 
And hath put all things under his feet, and 
gave him to be the head over all things to 
the church, Which is his body, the fullness 
of him that  filleth all in all” (Eph. 1.7-23).  

 The observance of the “mysteries” 
(ordinances) of the Gospel in the church is thus to 
re-tell the story of the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus, and to exemplify these events in the life and 
experiences of the church; but also to proclaim the 
Gospel through anointed and dynamic preaching, so 
that the listening and watching world can connect 
personally with God through the church. The church 
becomes, according to our Presiding Bishop “a visible 
sign and witness to the world of the grace of God 
and His transforming power.” Not that the church 
has the power to save, that is, to spiritually transform 
the believer, this can only be accomplished through 
personal faith in the Lord Jesus; but just as the signs 
of Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and Footwashing 
continually convey the “mysteries” of the Gospel 

that were present in Jesus, so also the church itself, as 
she embodies the life of Christ, is a visible sign and 
witness of the incarnate, crucified and risen Lord, and 
His on-going ministry in saving, reconciling, healing, 
and uniting His sheep together in one fold (Jn. 17.6-8, 
14; 20-23; 2 Cor. 5.18-20). 

“Nature and Symbolism”

 The word “nature” is defined as “the intrinsic 
or essential qualities of somebody or something.” 
In this regard, we are centering our attention on the 
church as God’s special dwelling place. The church 
is not, therefore, merely a human institution that has 
been set in order to serve an imperfect purpose and 
function according to human design and reasoning; it 
is rather divinely and perfectly designed by the Lord. 
But it was not only established by the Lord himself: 
it was purchased by His life-giving and sealing blood, 
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to feed (shepherd) the church of God, which 
he hath purchased with his own blood” (Acts 20.28).
 The church is also betrothed to the Lord by 
a sacred covenant and “made flesh of his flesh and 
bone of his bone” in sacred union with Him in the 
image of marriage (Ex. 19.5-8; 2 Cor. 11.2-3; Eph. 
5.29-32; 1 Pet. 2.9). This solidifies her special 
relationship with God through Christ. Thus, the very 
presence of God abides within the church through 
Christ and His indwelling Spirit; “But Christ as a son 
over his own house; whose house are we, if we hold 
fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm 
unto the end” (Heb. 3.6). This intimate relationship  
empowers the witness of the church to the nations 
of the world; “But ye shall receive power, after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me (Jesus) both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth” (Acts 1.8). 
 The nature of the church is visible which is 
of paramount importance when considering the nature 
of the ordinances, of which the church itself is one. 
To clarify, the ordinances embody the mysteries 
of the Gospel in demonstrating her fellowship with 
the crucified and resurrected Jesus. When the Lord 
ascended back to heaven, His personal\natural body 
was no longer here, but His church, the “body of Christ” 
remained here, which in some sense is an extension 
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of the incarnation and the very on-going ministry of 
Christ. “Now ye are the body of Christ, and members 
in particular” (1 Cor. 12.27): and again, “To wit, 
that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself . . . and hath committed unto us the word 
of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 5.19); even appointing 
and enabling us to act “in Christ’s stead” (v. 20). 
 Jesus is the head of the church, indeed the 
governor of the body of Christ. “For the husband is 
the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
church: and he is the savior of the body” (Eph. 5.23). 
As such, the church is the fullness of Christ: “And . . . 
gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 
Which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all 
in all” (1.22-23). Our Presiding Bishop has thus said, 
“For the very life of Christ is reenacted through 
the life and experiences of the church, that is, the 
church is dead [crucified] with Christ; suffers 
with him; is resurrected with him; labors together 
with Him in the ministry; will ascend with Him in 
the Rapture; will return with Him in the second 
coming; and will rule and reign on earth with 
Him in the Millennium” (Annual Address 2019, 16th 
Annual Assembly Minutes, p. 85). The nature of the 
church is thus not only visible, it is also prophetic. 
The church thus forges ahead to fulfill the prophetic 
Word of God but also to reenact before a watching 
world the very Gospel of Christ in her life and 
experiences (Mt. 5.13-16; Jn. 17.6-8, 14, 20-23; Rom. 
6.3-14; 2 Cor. 3.2-3; Gal. 2.20; Col. 1.24-25; et al). 
 Unity is another characteristic or quality of the 
nature of the church and, in fact, provides a powerful 
witness to a watching world. Jesus thus prayed as 
recorded in Jn. 17.21-23: 

“That they all may be one; as thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may 
be one in us: that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou 
gavest me I have given them; that they may 
be one, even as we are one: I in them, and 
thou in me, that they may be made perfect 
in one; and that the world may know that 
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as 
thou hast loved me.” 

Unity is the very nature of God and therefore division 
has no place. As God is one in the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, so also accordingly should the church be 

one. Denominational divisions and schisms are thus by 
the very nature of God reproved and denounced. But 
they are also explicitly denounced in the teaching of 
Jesus and the apostles. “Now I beseech you, brethren, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 
1.10; see also Jn. 10.16; 11.49-52; 17.20-23; Eph. 
1.10; 2.14-16; 4.11-16; et al.). Clearly, unity is an 
identifying mark of the church, which is symbolized 
in the observances of the divine ordinances (e.g., 
Lord’s Supper, Footwashing, Marriage, Ministry/
Ordination, etc.). This indeed is an important aspect 
of the church in her role as a sacred ordinance, that 
is, she is called, ordained, and commissioned to 
exemplify and maintain a visible as well as spiritual 
union before the world. Hear the apostle: 

“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called, 
With all lowliness and meekness, with 
longsuffering, forbearing one another in 
love; Endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called 
in the one hope of your calling, one Lord, 
one3 faith, one baptism, One God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all” (Eph. 4.1-6).     

 Time and place will not permit here further 
explanation of the dynamic nature of the church in 
its holy, theocratic, and universal aspects. I think, 
however, the church’s very nature as an ordinance is 
clearly recognizable by comparison with how we have 
understood and observed our traditional ordinances—
Water Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, and Footwashing; 
for our understanding of them is perfectly consistent 
with the deeper meanings connected with the 
words mysterion (“mystery”) and sacramentum 
(“sacraments”). The same marks that we find in the 
observances mentioned above are the same marks and 
characteristics we find in the church itself as a sacred 
ordinance. The church is accordingly an ordinance 
in the plain sense of the term. The observances of 
our traditional ordinances—Baptism, Lord’s Supper, 
Footwashing—affirm our faith and fellowship in 
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School of Ministry
SMI2020

Abounding Talent 

Greek Choir

Spanish Choir

All ages participated in the morning
devotions and evening events.

Your “times-up take-down”

Tests and Trials

Teaching, Equipping, Establishing in the Faith

Back row: Joseph Llaneza, Joseph Steele, John Bolin, Danny Wilson, 
Donna Pounders, Marie Llaneza, Robert Llaneza, Renetta Kelton, Parker 
Harris, and Byron Harris.
Middle Row: Donnie Burnette, Becky Land, Mandy Thompson, Cindy 
George, Jonathan Burnette, America Burnette, Victoria Burnette, Rosa 
Nicholson, Glenda Major, and Pete Sarry.
Front Row: Pam Jones, Bruce Sullivan, Wade H. Phillips, Anton Burnette, 
and Wanda Busbee.

SMI this year was as usual rich in Bible study, worship, and fellowship. Our SMI this year was as usual rich in Bible study, worship, and fellowship. Our 
instructors are God-called and anointed and eloquent in the knowledge of instructors are God-called and anointed and eloquent in the knowledge of 
the Lord and His blessed Word. The courses—the Lord and His blessed Word. The courses—The Gospel of the Kingdom The Gospel of the Kingdom 
of God, the Abstract of Faith, Kingdom of God and the Church, Life of of God, the Abstract of Faith, Kingdom of God and the Church, Life of 
Christ, Greek, Spanish, Holiness History and Doctrine, and Doctrine of Christ, Greek, Spanish, Holiness History and Doctrine, and Doctrine of 
the Holy Scripturesthe Holy Scriptures—were timely and illuminating. The evenings of the —were timely and illuminating. The evenings of the 
second week were filled with a special seminar on the four new ordinances second week were filled with a special seminar on the four new ordinances 
of the church adopted in the 16th Annual Assembly on September 7, 2019.  of the church adopted in the 16th Annual Assembly on September 7, 2019.  
Twenty-eight students enrolled and participated in the school. At the Twenty-eight students enrolled and participated in the school. At the 
closing of the school, everyone seemed anxious to return home to put into closing of the school, everyone seemed anxious to return home to put into 
practice all they learned, and to fulfill the vision and mission of the church. practice all they learned, and to fulfill the vision and mission of the church.       
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School of Ministry Institute
SMI2020

“Girls just wanna
 have fun”

Students helped
with the new building.

Catching the Wave

Donnie Burnette
bearing his cross

Moving testimonies

Beautiful Worship

Food & Fellowship

Teaching, Equipping, Establishing in the Faith

Tears, Laughter
& Precious
 MomentsBack row: Joseph Llaneza, Joseph Steele, John Bolin, Danny Wilson, 

Donna Pounders, Marie Llaneza, Robert Llaneza, Renetta Kelton, Parker 
Harris, and Byron Harris.
Middle Row: Donnie Burnette, Becky Land, Mandy Thompson, Cindy 
George, Jonathan Burnette, America Burnette, Victoria Burnette, Rosa 
Nicholson, Glenda Major, and Pete Sarry.
Front Row: Pam Jones, Bruce Sullivan, Wade H. Phillips, Anton Burnette, 
and Wanda Busbee.

SMI this year was as usual rich in Bible study, worship, and fellowship. Our SMI this year was as usual rich in Bible study, worship, and fellowship. Our 
instructors are God-called and anointed and eloquent in the knowledge of instructors are God-called and anointed and eloquent in the knowledge of 
the Lord and His blessed Word. The courses—the Lord and His blessed Word. The courses—The Gospel of the Kingdom The Gospel of the Kingdom 
of God, the Abstract of Faith, Kingdom of God and the Church, Life of of God, the Abstract of Faith, Kingdom of God and the Church, Life of 
Christ, Greek, Spanish, Holiness History and Doctrine, and Doctrine of Christ, Greek, Spanish, Holiness History and Doctrine, and Doctrine of 
the Holy Scripturesthe Holy Scriptures—were timely and illuminating. The evenings of the —were timely and illuminating. The evenings of the 
second week were filled with a special seminar on the four new ordinances second week were filled with a special seminar on the four new ordinances 
of the church adopted in the 16th Annual Assembly on September 7, 2019.  of the church adopted in the 16th Annual Assembly on September 7, 2019.  
Twenty-eight students enrolled and participated in the school. At the Twenty-eight students enrolled and participated in the school. At the 
closing of the school, everyone seemed anxious to return home to put into closing of the school, everyone seemed anxious to return home to put into 
practice all they learned, and to fulfill the vision and mission of the church. practice all they learned, and to fulfill the vision and mission of the church.       

He finally got it!
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It was an honor to be in the School of Ministry. I truly was blessed. The love of God in Zion Assembly 
was evident from the moment I arrived. I was particularly ministered to during the evening seminars on 
the ordinances of the church, being reminded of how the church embodies these important 
Bible truths. The post-graduate class was edifying and thought-provoking. I came away 
stirred in my spirit and with a concrete desire to spread the Good News of the Gospel and 
of God’s glorious church. It is great to be home!

Donna Pounders (Columbus, MS)

I was fortunate to attend the School of Ministry this year, despite the threat of the 
coronavirus, and am thankful for a prayer-answering God who goes before us and makes 
the impossible, possible! It was wonderful to see friends I have not seen in a while. I 
was blessed by the wonderful instructors of the postgraduate class: Brother Phillips and 

Brother Sullivan are anointed of God and especially knowledgeable of the Bible and the doctrines of 
Christ. They are such a blessing and encouragement to me. Because of this experience, I have a better 
understanding of endtime events and have been challenged in my walk with Christ. I desire to portray 
His characteristics in my daily walk and on my job in a greater way so that others may come to know 
Christ as their Savior. What a mighty God we serve. The instructors shared the Word, not the virus!

Becky Land (Greenville, SC)

This was my first year attending SMI. The knowledge of God and the anointing in the 
church are truly amazing. I gained a deeper understanding of God’s Word. The school 
challenged me and provided great strength and encouragement. I enjoyed studying 

and learning everything taught, especially the courses in Greek and Spanish. Also, I appreciated the 
fellowship and getting to know the other students. Our theme was “Spread the Word, not the virus,” 
and I’m encouraged to do just that and go out and spread God’s Word to a lost and dying world.

SMI2020

Testimonials

Mindy Newberry (Crab Orchard, TN) 

My time at School of Ministry was a challenging, yet fun experience. Being taught by some of the great 
pillars of the Church was an invaluable resource of information on a wide array of topics. It was my 
first time in the Post-Graduate classes and I really enjoyed the courses that Bishop Wade H. Phillips 
and Brother Bruce Sullivan taught. In short, there was a lot of reading, many late 
nights, loads of fellowship and, most of all, a glorious time with the Lord and His 
Word. I plan on attending in the coming years and I would recommend everyone 
reading this to attend also.   

Donnie Burnette (Cleveland, TN)
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This was my first year of attending the School of Ministry. It was probably the most fun I have 
ever had while learning. The classes are knowledge-filled and entertaining, and you can truly feel 
the Holy Ghost in every lesson. Brother Phillips, Brother Sullivan, and Brother Burnette’s classes 
made me want to read so much more of God's Word. They taught big ideas in simple terms so 
everyone could understand! I really enjoyed learning and singing in new languages 
like Spanish and Greek. I'm still singing the songs I learned in Sister Renetta’s and 
Sister Wanda’s classes. I will always remember these two weeks of fellowship and 
learning at the School of Ministry!

Victoria Burnette (Cleveland, TN)

Attending SMI helped to refresh me in the Lord and give a clearer vision of 
the mission of the church in the context of contemporary issues. The morning 
devotions encouraged me, and the sound teaching from the instructors gave me 
a greater appreciation of the Word of God. Being together with my brothers and 

sisters in Christ was a breath of fresh air to my soul and was much needed. I am thankful to the 
Lord for His goodness and faithfulness and to those who made it possible for me to attend.

Cindy George, (Greenville, SC)

Mindy Newberry, Crab Orchard, TN
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This has been my 14th year to attend SMI, and my 2nd time in TN. The 
school is always educational, and I am reminded that I have much to learn. 

the Spirit revealing, convicting, and inspiring the depth of the Word of God. Learning this 
week about the whole plan of the Kingdom of God was very exciting and encouraging.

Pete Sarry ( Highrove, CA)

This year was my first year of School of Ministry, and it was great! I 
loved the fellowship and the deep, helpful classes. My favorite class 
was the sanctity of life taught by Brother Sullivan, specifically the 
sanctity of marriage lessons. My second favorite class was Greek 
taught by Sister Wanda; it was really fun to learn all the words and the songs. And 
lastly, I enjoyed talking to friends and being with people of the same mindset.

Jonathan Burnette (Cleveland, TN)  

Cont’d on p. 15
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Construction Up-date

Work is progressing well on our new  
addition to the International Ministries 
Complex. We look forward to having 
a special ribbon-cutting ceremony 
in the upcoming General Assembly. 
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Christ and one another: for they function as such as 
symbols and pledges of our Christian testimony. So 
also, in the visible union and harmony of the church, 
we serve as witnesses by proclaiming and living out 
(and reenacting) the mysteries of the Gospel of Christ. 

“Sacredness”

As a divine institution, the church is “sacred” 
and should be highly esteemed especially by those 
who make up her ranks. As we have noticed in our 
assessment of the church as an ordinance, it rests 
upon the understanding of two words mysterion and 
sacramentum.  As such, her being and purpose is both 
sacred and hidden in a mystery—in the personal and 
corporate revelation of Christ! (Mt. 16.17-18; Eph. 
1.3-9, 17-23; 2.5-7; 3.9-10). We enter it upon a sacred 
covenant and solemn commitment to be faithful and 
obedient. Our commitment to the church should be 
held no less sacred than those who pledged obedience 
to the commanders of the Roman armies. Perhaps it 
would be good to recite here one version of the pledge 
made by young recruits to come under the authority of 
the Roman commanders. 

“Step forward recruit and swear by the gods 
of Rome, the names of your ancestors, and 
your own honor and unbreakable oath that 
you will follow your commander wherever 
he may lead you. You will obey orders 
enthusiastically and without question. You 
relinquish the protection of the Roman 
civil law and accept the power of your 
commander to put you to death without 
trial for disobedience or desertion. You 
promise to serve under the standards for 
your allotted time of duty and not to leave 
before your commander discharges you. 
You will serve Rome faithfully, even at 
the cost of your life, and will respect the 
law with regards to civilians and your 
comrades in camp. Congratulations. 
You are now a soldier of Rome!” 

The idea I am trying to convey here is the 
solemn sense of the word sacramentum, particularly 
as it relates, not to the military, but to the sacred 
commitment we make upon uniting with the church 
and promising to labor together to fulfi ll her divine 

commission in the world. We commit ourselves 
supremely to the Head of the church, Christ Jesus, but 
also to the appointed leaders and theocratic system 
of the church. Again, we refer to the words of our 
Presiding Bishop in this instance. In refl ecting on 
the sacred and solemn pledge of allegiance made by 
Roman soldiers, he notes,  

“In those days it signifi ed a solemn 
pledge to duly appointed authority and 
principles, and in that sense was an 
appropriate and fi tting term to encourage 
a sober and sacred pledge of consecration 
and commitment to the government of 
Christ and His church in the observances 
of baptism and the Lord’s supper.” 

It is in this sense that we may look at the church itself 
as an ordinance. As we have historically seen in our 
tradition of the faith, we have observed Baptism, the 
Lord’s Supper, and Footwashing with a certain gravity 
and solemnity, and with the purpose of renewing and 
consecrating ourselves. And this was based upon 
the plain admonitions of Jesus, the holy Scriptures, 
apostolic counsel and commands, and the practice of 
the church in the New Testament (Mt. 28.19-20; Mk. 
16.15; Jn. 13.4-16; 1 Cor. 11.23-30; 1 Tim. 5.10). 

It is through the divine teaching and examples 
just mentioned that we understand our covenant 
relationship with the Lord and as “members one of 
another” in the “body of Christ.” The church is set 
apart as a holy and sacred institution, and it should be 
entered only upon a sacred and solemn pledge of love 
and obedience and heartfelt cooperation. In the church 
we share as believers a common vision, ministry, and 
mission, and pledge ourselves to walk by the same 
rule of faith, government, and discipline (1 Cor. 1.10; 
Phil. 3.16; et al). This understanding and commitment 
brings the church as a sacred ordinance into plain view. 
It is indeed perhaps the most fundamental ordinance. 
May the Lord help us to grasp the “fellowship of the 
mystery” and commit ourselves anew “to make all 
men see” the prophetic vision that hath been “hid in 
God” since the foundation of the world, but is now 
in these last days revealed to His church (Eph. 3.2-5, 
9-10).
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KJV: “Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.“
NKJ: “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.”
NASB: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;”
NIV: “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.”

Mt. 5.14Worth thinking about: 
Greek Word:  Humeis (Ὑμεῖς)

Phonetic Pronunciation: (hew-MACE)

Wanda Busbee

The above translations read pretty much the same, but 
note the King James Version which identifi es the plural 
form of the pronoun ‘you’ (ye). If the singular form 
were used, it would read, “thou.” Unlike old English 
and other current-day languages, modern English 
has no plural form of “you,” thereby obscuring the 
meaning that is evident in the Greek.

In this passage, Jesus is addressing the house 
of Israel, the church, not a single person. This is made 
more evident in the next sentence where Jesus calls 
them a city. A single individual cannot be a city, for if 
he were the governor, whom would he govern? If he 
were the teacher, who would be the student?  

As a saint of God, I am one little light; 
I grew up singing that very thing: “This little 
light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine . . .”. 
But understand, it takes more lights to light up a city 
and to create a greater light. There is nothing that 
equals the infl uence and power of a body of believers 
who are unifi ed in the Spirit. This is the idea depicted 
in Jesus’ statement: “A city that is set on a hill cannot 
be hidden.” It’s worth thinking about. If anything can 
“turn the world upside down” for Christ, it’s God’s 
church, but only if the saints of God are united and 
pooling their spiritual resources to accomplish a 
single purpose. We must walk together “by the same 
rule” and be “of the same mind” (Phil. 3.16). 

This is not to imply that we should denigrate 
the power of one little light.  Consider Elijah who 
told the fearful Obadiah that “I will surely [show] 
myself unto [Ahab].” When Elijah appeared before 
the wicked Ahab, it was apparent to Ahab that 
Elijah came on God’s business. He thus responded, 
“Is that you, O troubler of Israel?” (1 Kgs. 18.17).

Elijah seemed to never show up anywhere without 
something eventful happening. Elijah told Ahab to 
gather the prophets (plural) of Baal and meet him 
(single) on Mount Carmel for a showdown between the 
gods (plural) and the Lord God (singular). God used 
one person to triumph over 850 wicked prophets. Read 
the exciting story (1 Kgs. 18). It is amazing what God 
can do through a single individual (light) if he or she
lets Him.

Still, it is the corporate light of the church that 
will fi nally impress and convert the nations (see Is. 
60.1-5; Mt. 5.14-16). A few years ago, I was driving 
to a law enforcement meeting and had four police cars 
behind me. As I turned right, I veered into the left lane 
and then swung back into the right lane to complete the 
turn. I then looked in my rear view mirror and noticed 
that each of the four offi  cers did not swerve, but 
completed the turn without veering into the left lane. 
By witnessing this, I knew I had made an improper 
turn. They didn’t have to give me a ticket or cite the 
law, I read the law in their unifi ed actions. It could 
not be hidden. Had just one strayed, I may not have 
noticed the law, and it would have remained hidden. 
What a powerful visual, to see each of them driving 
by the same rule (law) and being of the same mind. 

God’s church is the same way. There’s nothing 
more powerful than believers who are unifi ed in 
the Spirit and brought into the unity of the body by 
covenant to fulfi ll the great commission. This is why 
Jesus prayed for corporate unity: “I in them, and thou 
in me, that they [His disciples and other believers] 
may be made perfect in one; and that the world may 
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, 
and thou hast loved me (Jn.  17.23).
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State Conventions

All our state and regional overseers in the 
United States are planning at this point [in counsel 
with the Presiding Bishop] to go ahead with one-day 
or two-day conventions in their various states and 
regions—barring any unforeseen new outbreaks of 
the coronavirus and government restrictions. Most 
are scheduling their conventions in July (check with 
your state overseer for the convention date or call the 
International Offi  ces for the schedules). 

New Brochure

A new brochure promoting Senior 
Ambassadors Ministry has been published by the 
International Offi  ces (available upon request). This 
brochure was written by the international director, 
Ruth Tingler, and edited for publication by the 
Presiding Bishop and his offi  ce. The new emphasis 
is a timely reminder of the importance of our seniors 
and the enormous resource they represent to grow our 
churches.  Do you know that there are more seniors 
(62 and older) than youth (18 and under) in the world 
today; and these statistics are expected to widen in 
the next generation. Enough said. Let us then reach 
out to the seniors in our churches and communities 
and incorporate their numbers and wisdom in our 
fellowship.   

General Assembly

There are now (June 1st) only 99 days before 
the Presiding Bishop drops the gavel to declare the 
17th Annual Assembly “open for all business that 
may properly come before it.” The dates: September 
1-6. The venue: United Christian Church (2200 
Peerless Road, Cleveland, TN).   

The Gospel of the Kingdom of God

The Presiding Bishop’s new book, The 
Gospel of the Kingdom of God, has underwent its 
final edit and has been sent to the press. It will be 
available in hardback as well as soft cover by June 
15th. Order now through the International 
Offices: Hardback: $20. Soft Cover: $16.   

Editorials
Cont’d from p. 2

I am thankful to have attended 
SMI this year. I received 
enlightenment from God’s 
Word and a fresh zeal for His 

church. SMI has certainly been instrumental in 
my growth as a Christian over the years. It’s where 
I learned how to study the Bible, where I received 
the revelation of water baptism, and where I felt 
the call into the ministry. The teachers and staff  
go out of their way to make sure you receive all 
you need. For example, the year I received the 
revelation of baptism, I felt an urgency to be 
baptized. Even though the week was already 
planned, arrangements were made for a baptism 
service in which I and three other students were 
baptized. SMI has equipped me for my position as 
a church minister. It’s a blessing to share what I’ve 
learned with my family and local church body.

Mandy Thompson ( Okolona, MS)

During the weeks leading up 
to School of Ministry, I was 
unsure whether the school 
would take place because of 
Covid-19 issues. I was very 

excited to learn that the school would be taking 
place with social distancing and protective 
measures. SMI was an extensive two-week 
experience that helped me to grow spiritually. 
Every class was intentional and directed towards 
the stage of life that I’m currently in, which 
was a blessing. The morning devotions were 
powerful. I particularly liked the structure of 
the disciplined devotions, singing songs in 
Greek, the fellowship (from a distance), taking 
pages of notes,  and staying up late to fi nish 
exams. SMI 2020 was two weeks to remember.

America Burnett e (Cleveland, TN)
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