
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction 
In today’s lesson, we will study the healing of blind Bartimaeus.  Through this healing, Jesus Christ demonstrates his power 
and ability to turn our lives in a completely different direction.  The story explains a miraculous change – a dramatic 
transformation from a blind beggar to a born again believer.  In Mark 10:46-52, we will see how one man’s healing began 
with a desperate cry. 
 

Key Verse 
“And many charged him that he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou son of David, have mercy 
on me” (Mk. 10:48). 
 

Lesson Summary 
As Jesus left Jericho, blind Bartimaeus sat along the roadside begging.  His physical impairment (blindness) kept him enslaved 
to his poverty and pitiful circumstances.  He received no government assistance each month.   No agencies provided for his 
welfare and living.  Apparently, begging was his main source of survival.  Day by day as the people passed, he sat by the highway 
asking for alms – “Alms for the poor; alms for the blind.”  Apparently, he became known by his sad condition; he was blind 
Bartimaeus.  No doubt, his emotional and social afflictions were as great as his physical illness.  He had no sense of pride and 
dignity, for he was a beggar and marked by the tools of his trade: a beggar’s garment and his beckoning cry (Mk. 10:46-47).  
Spiritually speaking, many dwell in the blindness, poverty, and misery of sin, begging for a better life.  They hope for some kind 
of temporary relief from their spiritual poverty, only to find they are trapped in their miserable circumstances, not knowing how 
to escape from their sinful imprisonment.  When Bartimaeus heard that Jesus was passing on the street, his cry suddenly changed.  
No longer was he asking for money.  He was now pleading for mercy.  “Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me” (v. 47).  
Money was not the cure for his condition.  Blind Bartimaeus needed mercy.  The Lord’s mercy and grace was the ultimate answer 
for his problems (Ps. 27:7; 33:18-22).  What had he heard about Jesus of Nazareth that moved him to cry out?  Mark recorded 
many healings and miracles in his gospel.  Perhaps Bartimaeus had heard how Jesus healed those with leprosy (Mark 1:40-42), 
healed the paralyzed (Mark 2:10-12), delivered those who were demon-possessed (Mark 5:6-8), raised the dead (Mark 5:40-42), 
healed the deaf mute (Mark 7:33-35), and especially healed the blind (Mark 8:22-25).  Clearly, he knew that Jesus was able to 
heal the sick and diseased.  When Bartimaeus cried to Jesus, many tried to discourage him, but this did not prevent him from 
crying out.  Their opposition only provoked him to cry out all the more (10:48).  In Psalm 34:15, David wrote, “The eyes of the 
Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry.”  Crying out in faith will gain the attention of Jesus.  Notice, his 
crying actually stopped Jesus in his tracks (v. 49).  Clearly, Bartimaeus would not be denied.  Knowing Jesus could help him, he 
shamelessly maintained his persistent plea until the Lord called for him.  True faith is persistent (Lu. 11:8-9; 18:5-7).  Casting 
away his beggar=s garment, an expression of his faith, he came to Jesus and asked to receive his sight (Mk. 10:50-51).  He did 
not come to Jesus clutching onto his beggar=s garment.  Instead, he cast away this hopeless garment of despair.  When he came 
to Jesus, he did not intend to return to this garment.  Figuratively, Barimaeus released the thing that held him captive, and casting 
it away by faith, he left his security blanket and came to Jesus.  Likewise, we must come to Jesus in faith with the expectation of 
healing and deliverance in our lives. 
 

Scripture Study 
Blind Bartimaeus – Mk. 10:46  
Jesus, the healer – Mk. 10:47; Ps. 27:7; 33:18-22; Mk. 1:40-42; 2:10-12; 5:6-8, 40-42; 7:33-35; 8:22-25 
Crying out to Jesus – Mk. 10:48-49; Ps. 34:15; Lu. 11:8-9; 18:5-7  
Expecting to be healed – Mk. 10:50-51 
 

Conclusion 
Bartimaeus came to Jesus a blind beggar, but then he “followed Jesus in the way” (Mk. 10:52), as a born again believer and 
disciple of Christ.  When he came to Jesus and was healed, his life was radically transformed because he placed his faith in 
the One who could change his life forever.  Jesus still changes lives today.  Will you trust him and cry out? 
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Introduction 
On occasion, doctors and psychologists talk about the power of human touch.  Physical touch is a powerful influence in our 
lives.  In today’s lesson, we will consider a different kind of touch — a divine touch — when a woman touched Jesus in a 
special way, the results were powerful. 
 

Key Verse 
“And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that virtue is gone out of me” (Lu. 8:46). 
 

Lesson Summary 
In Luke 8:43-44, Jesus instantly healed a woman who was suffering a long-term illness: “And a woman having an issue of 
blood twelve years, which had spent all her living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any, Came behind him, and 
touched the border of his garment: and immediately her issue of blood stanched.”  Matthew’s gospel explains, “And, behold, 
a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: 
For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole” (Mt. 9:20-21).  On the surface, the woman’s 
behavior, that is, touching Jesus’ garment in order to be healed, may seem a little strange.  After spending all of her money 
on physicians without any cure, we see her reaching out to touch a man’s garment with the expectation of healing.  To the 
unbelieving, her actions may have seemed absurd, but they were not uncommon among those who believed in Jesus Christ.  
In Mark 6:56 the Bible explains that everywhere Jesus went, they brought the sick to be healed, and begged “that they might 
touch if it were but the border of his garment: and as many as touched him were made whole.”  Therefore, the incident of 
the woman’s healing was also experienced by many others.  The sick and suffering were reaching out to touch Jesus’ 
garment, and when they touched only the border (or hem), they were healed.  Was there some kind of healing power in 
Jesus’ clothes themselves?  (For additional discussion, consider Acts 19:11-12.)  This woman was not being superstitious 
at all.  Clearly, she believed that Jesus had so much power to heal her that she needed only to touch his clothes in order to 
be made whole.  By reaching out in this way, she was exercising and expressing her faith.  Faith moved her to push her way 
through the crowd in order to grasp his garment (Mk. 5:24, 27).  Indeed, faith moves a believer to act in faith and receive 
from the Lord (Note: Consider Abraham, He. 11:8).  When she came forward to confess that she was healed, Jesus 
responded, “Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace” (Lu. 8:47-48; Mk. 5:33-34; Mt. 
9:22).  Christ’s words reveal the power of our faith in his ability – “Your faith has healed you.”  Surprisingly, when the 
woman was healed, Jesus asked, “Who touched me?” (Lu. 8:45).  “Who touched my clothes” (Mk. 5:30).  Many people in 
the crowd were touching Jesus, but her touch was different because her faith in Christ caused his virtue to flow out of him 
(Lu. 8:46; 6:17-19).  He did not see her touching him; Jesus did not have physical perception of her touch.  Instead, Jesus 
spiritually felt her touch; he actually knew when she touched the border of his garment, because he knew when virtue moved 
out of him and into her (Mk. 5:30-32).  During Jesus’ earthly ministry, many who were sick and suffering were physically 
reaching out to touch his garment; all those who reached out in faith and spiritually touched him were healed (Mt. 14:35-
36). 
 

Scripture Study 
Reaching out – Lu. 8:43-44; Mt. 9:20-21; Mk. 6:56 
Exercising Faith – Ac. 19:11-12; Mk. 5:24, 27, 33-34; He. 11:8; Lu. 8:47-48; Mt. 9:22 
Touching Jesus – Lu. 6:17-19; 8:45-46; Mk. 5:30-32; Mt. 14:35-36 
 

Conclusion 
The woman with the issue of blood touched Jesus by faith, and, in turn, because of her faith, Jesus touched her.  The results 
were indeed powerful.  She received a divine touch from the Lord.  To be healed, we must reach out and touch Jesus in faith 
and confidence for our healing. 
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Introduction 
The world of full of suffering people –physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually.  When we see people suffering 
with great needs, what do we think in regard to their suffering?  In today’s lesson, we will gain the perspective of Christ 
and learn to minister to others in their suffering for the glory of God. 
 

Key Verse 
“Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be manifest in him” 
(Jn. 9:3). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Jesus’ disciples saw a blind man, a beggar, and quickly jumped to an erroneous conclusion, thinking that he or his parents 
must have sinned in some great way that resulted in his blindness (Jn. 9:1-2, 8).  The disciples were thinking along the lines 
of the Hindu concept of karma: By doing enough good deeds, good things will happen to you; but doing too many bad 
deeds will result in bad things happening in your life.  So if you are blind, you must have done something really bad to bring 
blindness on yourself; or perhaps, if you were born blind, then your parents must have done something really evil that caused 
you to be blind.  However, “good” things sometimes happen to sinful people; and “bad” things sometimes unfortunately 
happen to righteous people, take Job for example (Job 1:1).  Therefore, we sometimes suffer not necessarily because we 
have committed some great sin, but rather due to the fall of humanity in the Garden of Eden, the results of a sin-cursed 
world, and our spiritual adversary Satan (Ge. 3:15-19; 1 Pe. 5:7-11).  Of course, this point does not preclude the rebellious 
actions and sinful lifestyle that may result in natural, negative consequences or God’s judgment: for we reap what we sow 
(Ga. 6:7).  God is a just God in all his ways.  Nevertheless, the bottom line is that both the righteous and the wicked suffer 
in this fallen world.  Many people suffer in various ways beyond their ultimate control.  Therefore, we simply should not 
judge one another when suffering adversity, because God is judge.  In fact, passing judgment on others and their families 
will not help them or benefit us in the least (Mt. 7:1-2).  Since suffering is unavoidable in this world, Jesus does not want 
us to focus on why we suffer adversity as much as he wants us to see how God can work through our needs and suffering, 
and, in turn, draw us near to himself.  Jesus wants us to see how our needs can actually serve to glorify God in our lives (Jn. 
9:3).  Certainly, none of us desire adversity, sickness, or afflictions, but from a divine, eternal perspective, can anything 
good come from our suffering?  How can we make sense of our suffering?  Jesus is the answer for humanity’s needs – he 
is the light in a dark world (vv. 4-5).  Only the Lord can take a bad situation and turn it for good (Ro. 8:28).  Only the Lord 
can take a person’s greatest weakness and turn it into their greatest strength (2 Co. 12:10).  Only the Lord can demonstrate 
his power and grace through our suffering and frailty (2 Co. 12:9).  Only the Lord can take the trials of our lives and use 
them to perfect our faith (Ja. 1:3-4).  Therefore, human adversity is a divine opportunity for Christ to work in and through 
our lives.  The disciples were focused on the man’s human condition, that is, the cause of his blindness and suffering.  
However, Jesus was focused on the divine opportunity – what God could do through this unfortunate situation.  After Jesus 
spat in the dirt and made clay, he smeared it on the eyes of the blind man, and then sent him to wash away the clay from his 
eyes.  The man washed in the pool of Siloam and received his sight (Jn. 9:6-7, 10-11). 
 

Scripture Study 
Suffering: the human condition – Jn. 9:1-2, 8; Job 1:1; Ge. 3:15-19; 1 Pe. 5:7-11; Ga. 6:7; Mt. 7:1-2 
Suffering: the glory of God – Jn. 9:3-5; Ro. 8:28; 2 Co. 12:9-10; Ja. 1:3-4 
Suffering: divine opportunity – Jn. 9:6-7, 10-11 
 

Conclusion 
Jesus miraculously healed the blind man.  At that point, the cause of his blindness was irrelevant and immaterial.  All that mattered 
was that he was healed and could glorify God in his healing.  Indeed, healing serves an even greater purpose than obtaining 
wellness.  When we are healed from sickness and suffering, it serves to glorify and exalt the Lord and his mighty power. 
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Introduction 
If Jesus walked the streets of your city today, what kind of ministry would he have?  No doubt, he would do the same kind of 
works he did in Galilee.  His ministry was one of “teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing every sickness and every disease among the people” (Mt. 9:35).  He did this in homes, in the temple, in synagogues, on 
the hillside, and in the streets.  He used every available opportunity to fulfill his mission.  But Jesus is not physically walking the 
streets of our cities today; instead he is fulfilling his mission through you and me.  Lost and hurting people are looking to us.  
 

Key Verse 
“And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us” (Ac. 3:4). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Not long after the Day of Pentecost, Peter and John were going to the temple for prayer around 3:00 pm.  A beggar, a lame 
man since birth, stopped them at the Beautiful gate as they entered the temple.  When the man asked for money, Peter said, 
“Look on us” (Ac. 3:4).  The man expected to receive money, but he received so much more than he could have imagined.  
Although Peter gave him no silver or gold, he did give him an invaluable possession; Peter shared the power of Jesus Christ 
with this poor, pitiful soul.  He said, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk” (v. 6).  When Peter took the 
man by the right hand and pulled him up, then his feet and ankles were strengthened.  Peter declared that faith in Jesus’ 
name had healed the lame man – “And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and 
know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all” (3:16).  Do we really 
have what it takes to minister to hurting people?  As Christ’s representatives in the world, being his church, we must 
encourage the lost and hurting to look on us for their answers.  If they cannot look to us and find Jesus, then where will they 
go to find the Lord?  We must reach out and give Christ’s strength to the weary and weak.  No longer was this man laying 
and begging at the gate of the temple, but now he “entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising 
God” (vv. 1-8).  God used Peter, an ordinary fisherman, to bring forth this life-changing transformation.  How?  When Jesus 
commanded his disciples to go and preach the gospel to all nations (Mt. 28:19; Mk. 16:15), he empowered them to 
accomplish this mission by baptizing them with the Holy Ghost (Lu. 24:48-49; Ac. 1:8).  With the power of the Spirit, he 
sent them forth to continue his ministry of preaching the gospel and healing the sick (Mt. 9:35; Ac. 4:29-30).  In other words, 
Jesus gave them his authority and his power.  By this same authority and power, the church must be spiritually prepared 
and ready to administer healing in the name of Jesus (Ac. 3:4, 6; Mk. 16:18; Ja. 5:14-15).  Christ is the one and only Savior, 
and there is none other (Mt. 11:1-6; Ac. 4:12; Ep. 5:23).  Likewise, the church is authorized and empowered by Christ to 
carry out his mission, and there is none other.  Should the world then look to another besides the church for their healing 
and deliverance when the Lord has sent the church into the world with the good news of salvation and healing through Jesus 
Christ (Jn. 17:18)?  When we see the poor, oppressed, sick, and suffering, we must not turn aside and ignore their needs, as 
if God has commissioned another in our place (Lu. 10:30-32).  Rather, we must look them in the eyes and say, “Look on 
us.”     
 

Scripture Study 
Healing through faith in Jesus’ name – Ac. 3:1-16 
Authorized and empowered – Mt. 28:19; Mk. 16:15; Lu. 24:48-49; Ac. 1:8; Mt. 9:35; Ac. 4:29-30 
Look on us – Ac. 3:4, 6; Mk. 16:18; Ja. 5:14-15; Mt. 11:1-6; Ac. 4:12; Ep. 5:23; Jn. 17:18; Lu. 10:30-32 
 

Conclusion 
Today, the mission of Christ is incumbent upon us; there is still much work to be done.  The Lord is counting on the church 
to accept our responsibility in fulfilling his Great Commission (Mt. 24:14).  The world desperately needs the salvation and 
healing that come through Christ alone, and people are looking to the church for the answers.  We must share the hope of 
Christ with the lost, sick, and oppressed, declaring, “Look on us.”  Indeed, hurting people are depending on the church, and 
we must be spiritually prepared to minister to their needs. 
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