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Fighting Back Against the Covid-19 Pestilence 

“Let not your
      heart be
         troubled”

—Jn. 14.1



Civil Government and “Social Distancing”

 You have become familiar by now with the term “social distancing” which is just another way of saying, 
“physical distancing” or “physical separation.” This term was coined to denote the separation that we have 
been called upon by the various civil governments in the world to help combat the deadly contagion of the 
coronavirus—Covid-19. We commend the president of the United States and his staff and all the governors, 
mayors, and medical experts who have come together to declare war on this “invisible enemy,” and for launching 
what we are sure will be a victorious counterattack. As such, we want to stand together as part of the political body 
of the United States and do our part.  
 We owe our civil leaders a great deal as “ministers of the Lord” in the realm of civil government and 
divine order (Mt. 22.21; Rom. 13.1-7; Titus 3.1; 1 Pet. 2.13-17). And we owe a great deal of gratitude to the brave 
and dedicated physicians, nurses, and hospitals and medical staffs across the country and throughout the world 
who have put their lives on the line to do their part in this war! 
 Our ministers and members in Zion Assembly throughout the world have been instructed therefore to 
submit themselves as far as possible—“to every ordinance of man”  (1 Pet. 2.13) which does not contradict our 
allegiance to Christ and His Word, and to follow the counsel of our civil rulers during this trying and critical time. 
 We are especially blessed that our International Offices in Zion Assembly are located here in the United 
States—a democratic-republic; a nation that is free and unencumbered by dictatorial and tyrannical rule—a way 
of life that we hope and pray to perpetuate. It seems God providentially ordained for His church to be restored 
in this great country—”the land of the free and the home of the brave.” This puts a great deal of burden upon us 
to help bear the infirmities of those who live in nations that are not so free and blessed as we are in the United 
States. We should never lose sight that God’s church is worldwide, and our ministers and members live and work 
and minister in many nations of the world; and we are all united together by covenant as “one body in Christ”—a 
divine body that transcends earthly kingdoms, tribes and nations of men. We are therefore ultimately, citizens of 
a heavenly kingdom; and our highest esteem and loyalties are to the King of this heavenly kingdom!   
 Our first and highest priority is therefore to Christ and His church, for Jesus is the Head and Savior of 
the body, and He is our ultimate authority for how we think and live our lives (Mt. 5.21, 27, 33; 17.1-5; 1 Cor. 
15.24-28; Eph. 1.22-23; Col. 1.17-19). Again, we are so blessed and thankful that the United States government 
does not force itself upon us, but rather, like the Lord Himself, simply pleads with us in civil matters to do right! 
Even the instructions that we have received recently from our political leaders during this national crisis have not 
been given with the “force of law,” but rather with the “force of reason.” And, therefore, we have complied and 
submitted because it seems wise and good and according to our faith.       

Maintaining our “Social Connectiveness”

 “Social distancing,” however, does not mean or equate with “social disconnecting.” The church, the 
visible body of Christ, must, despite the Covid-19 pestilence, continue to function in divine order. As such, we 
must continue to pray and worship and fellowship together; and to encourage and nourish one another and build 
one another up in the faith and in admonitions of the Lord. Thankfully we have today the mediums of cell phones, 
video phones, the Internet, and a variety of ways to communicate via electronics, all of which can assist us during 
this time of social or physical distancing. The Holy Spirit just brought to mind the apostle Paul’s words to the 
saints at Colossae: “For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding 
your order, and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ” (Col. 2.5). See, we can communicate with our hearts 
and affections in and through the Holy Ghost. 
 So, while we endeavor to maintain as far as possible “physical distancing,” we must stay connected in 
worship, affections, fellowship, ministry and mission in Zion Assembly, for in God’s church we are “members 
one of another” (1 Cor. 12.12, 20, 25-27). Indeed, we have been given the “ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor. 
5.18-20), which we must zealously pursue and fulfill (Mt. 28.18-20).  
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For as the body is one, and 
hath many members, and 
all the members of that 
one body, being many, are 
one body: so also is Christ.

–1 Cor. 12.12
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The world is in a time of crisis. The greatest economies 
and governments of the world have been crippled by 
a microscopic enemy. This unseen foe has millions of 
people more or less “hunkered down” in their homes. 
There are worries about a continued outbreak. There 
are concerns of medical supply shortages. Many are 
worried about household and food shortages.
 The dangers we feel and the challenge the 
church faces seem unprecedented. But though this 
may be the first threat of this kind we have seen in our 
lifetime, it is not the first time the church has faced a 
situation such as this.
 In 1918 at the conclusion of World War 1, the 
world was rocked with what would become known as 
the “Spanish Flu” or “La Grippe.” Over a two-year 
period, it is estimated that 500 million or one-third of 
the world’s population became infected with this virus. 
Between 50 and 100 million died, 675,000 or more in 
the United States. It was the most severe pandemic in 
modern history.
 During the horrible outbreak of 1918, the 
Church of God was on the rise. The General Overseer, 
A. J. Tomlinson, wrote in his celebrated Diary about 
the pandemic and how the church had to continue its 
great work no matter the difficulty it faced. Church 
services were cancelled and even the General Assembly 
was cancelled by the government. But the church’s 
determination, led by Bishop Tomlinson, to reach the 
world with the Gospel was never put on hold. We read 
in his Diary dated November 13, 1918:

“We were deprived of having the Assembly 
on account of the Influenza epidemic that 
has been raging for more than two months. 
Thousands and thousands have died of the 
plague. Some of our people succumbed, but 
not many. We are printing 10,000 Evangels 
every week. We held the Council October 22-
29. The Church work is going right on as if 
we had the Assembly. Overseers appointed, 

pastors appointed, and no block in the way. 
The Bible school opened November 11 with 
five scholars. Many having been kept away 
on account of the influenza and will be in 
later. We have had cases in our own home for 
about six weeks. Only Iris and Milton been 
down of our family, but six or more friends 
who came in took down with it. I have prayed 
for them at their homes as high as 30 a day. 
Many handkerchiefs have been prayed over 
and anointed and sent to the sick. Telegrams, 
telephone messages, letters have come in 
by the score calling for prayer. We have 
never known such an awful time before. 
The government closed all churches, and 
public gatherings of every kind. We missed 
four Sundays but commenced again last 
Sunday. The announcement came the World 
War has closed and preparations are being 
made for terms of peace. We don’t know 
what will be next.”

 In times of world crises, there may 
be uncertainty of what the world and its 
governments may do, but we know our prophetic 
destiny as God’s church, and nothing will 
keep us from fulfilling the Great Commission. 
Presiding Bishop Wade H. Phillips, like Brother 
Tomlinson, has admonished us to comply with 
the regulations of the government that may keep 
us from holding public meetings, but we can 
still use all aspects of technology to continue 
to spread the Gospel of the Kingdom and the 
message of the church.
 Again we read in Bishop Tomlinson’s Diary, 
dated December 27, 1918:

“Many things have transpired since I last 
wrote. A few more students entered the Bible 
School. One of them, Mrs. Bennie Terrill, was 

  
The Crisis caused by the Spanish Flu in 1918-1919
compared with the present Coronavirus Pandemic

Anton Burnette
Cleveland, TN
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taken sick about a week ago and only lived 
four days. She died in our home. Three sick 
at one time, Blanche Koon and Mary Howell 
were the other two. The town authorities 
have closed all public services again, so we 
cannot have Sunday school or meeting. It 
is reported there are a thousand cases of 
infl uenza in town now. Many dying. Whole 
families sick and in some cases no one to 
wait on them. Public schools shut down. 
Our offi  ce work much hindered because 
most of the staff  have to be out so much, 
either sick, or have to wait on the sick, or 
help bury the dead. I ordered machinery 
a week ago to equip a bookbindery, also a 
fi ne typesetting machine, at a cost of $3,700. 
The Church is growing and the work is 
spreading in spite of all oppositions and 
discouragements. I am convinced now that 
I had a case of the infl uenza. I was very sick 
and went down to the house and lay down, 
but was called up in about fi fteen minutes to 
attend to some business. The second time I 
went to bed, and I had to get up again in a 
few minutes. I thought, well, if I haven’t time 
to be sick, I’ll just stay up. So, I never went 
to bed any more only at night. But I had the 
same symptoms and was aff ected just like all 
that have the disease. I was sick about two 
weeks, but God held me up. Thanks be unto 
Him. I never missed a time of going to the 
table, but several times I could scarcely eat, 
and several times I only ate apples. While I 
was sick, I prayed for many sick. I never told 
anybody how I suff ered until after it was all 
over. I have preached many funerals, prayed 
for hundreds, and on the go day and night, and 
all times of night. This has been an awful 
time and not over yet. Homer has been in 
France for some time, but since the war has 
closed we are looking for him to come home 
soon. We are anxiously awaiting his return. 
The year has nearly come to a close, but it has 
been a great year in many respects. My dear 
wife has never taken the infl uenza, although 
she has had the care of fourteen or more cases. 
God has sustained and held her up. Thanks 
to His name. He is so good to us.”

 As one reads through Bishop Tomlinson’s 
Diary, he is met with the juxtaposition of the dire 

situation of the pandemic over against the bishop’s 
faithfulness, positive attitude, and thankfulness. 
We should be encouraged that or headquarters and 
international offi  ces, much like the church’s in 1918-
1919, is continuing to carry forward the work. We 
receive reports from around the world that new 
churches are being established, and new ministers, 
new members and more souls are being won to the 
Lord and the church. We can say confi dently with A.J. 
Tomlinson that “The church is growing, and the 
work is spreading in spite of all oppositions and 
discouragements.”
 Once again from his Diary, dated December 
31, 1918, we read:

“I have surely done my best the past year. 
I do not know how I could have done any 
more unless my capacity could have been 
enlarged. I have strained and forced myself 
to accomplish what I have. But with all this I 
feel that what I have done has been too little 
for my Lord. I fi nished the year by preaching 
the funeral of Lee Stanley, a promising 
young minister in the church. The infl uenza 
epidemic is still raging, and quite a number of 
the church people are dying, but not so many, 
it seems, in proportion as others. Our offi  ce 
work is getting to be enormous. We now print 
11,000 Evangels every week and we expect 
to have it increase rapidly the coming year. 
Goodbye to the old year.”

 As we face the current Coronavirus Covid-19 
pandemic, each of us should have the sense of duty and 
zealous dedication of Brother Tomlinson to accomplish 
all we can for the Church of God. This current pestilence 
will come to an end. We need to be busy working for 
the Lord now and in the days to come. Don’t allow fear 
to creep in and stop you, nor even slow you down. Be 
encouraged; we are the church. We have been through 
hard times before, and we will go through hard times 
again. Either way, God will be with us no matter what.

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid”
(Jn. 14.27).
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It is my desire to encourage our members and 
especially our ladies around the world.  Facing the 
crisis of the coronavirus [Covid-19] pandemic, it is of 
upmost importance for us to be “Women of Valor.”  I 
often think about the theme of our Ladies Retreats in 
February based on Ruth 3.11, recalling the different 
devotions on “Becoming A Woman of Courage, 
Strength, Ability, and Wisdom.” My prayer is for God 
to overflow us with courage in the face of tribulations 
and troubling times just as He did Esther.  For “who 
knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this … I also and my maidens will fast 
likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is 
not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish” 
(Esther 4.14-16). 
 For God to stretch us in His strength, we must 
be willing to risk all for Him as Ruth did. “. . . but 
Ruth clave unto her (Naomi)  . . .  Intreat me not to 
leave thee  . . . When she (Naomi) saw that she was 
STEDFASTLY minded to go with her; then she left 
speaking unto her” (Ruth 1.14-18). God has called 
and anointed us for a purpose greater than ourselves, 
just as in the case of Deborah. “And Deborah, a 
prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel 
at that time . . . for the LORD shall sell Sisera into 
the hand of a woman, and Deborah arose, and went 
with Barak to Kedesh” (Judg. 4.4, 9).  Lastly, the Lord 
desires for us to be women with sound understanding 
of the things of God and a gracious appearance, just as 
Abigail exhibited. “. . . and the name of his wife was 
Abigail: and she was woman of good understanding, 
and of a beautiful countenance” (1 Sam. 25.3).  I 
want to encourage all our ladies to reach out to other 
sisters to encourage them. We need each other during 
these difficult times. 
 I want to encourage the church as we go through 
this pandemic. A song has been on my heart this week 
continually; I have found myself singing it over and 
again. This song is so timely and encouraging:

In times like these you need a Savior, 
In times like these you need an anchor; 

Be very sure, be very sure, 
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock!

This Rock is Jesus, Yes He’s the One, 
This Rock is Jesus, the only One; 

Be very sure, be very sure, 
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock!

In times like these you need the Bible, 
In times like these, O be not idle; 

Be very sure, be very sure, 
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock!

This Rock is Jesus, Yes He’s the One, 
This Rock is Jesus, the only One; 

Be very sure, be very sure, 
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock!

 I understand the importance of needing 
an anchor. During my childhood, my family went 
camping and boating often.  On one vacation my father 
and I went early to set up camp and secure the boat on 
the lake. Because we left the boat in the lake for a 
week instead of pulling it out each night, it was a must 
to anchor it. My dad always anchored the boat away 
from the shore so if a storm came, the boat would not 
beat against the rocks and be damaged.  But this time, 
dad said it was my time to learn how to secure the boat 
with the anchor.  We swam out into the lake from the 
shore with a long stake (dog-tie stake) with a rope tied 
to it.  I was given instructions to dive to the bottom 
and bury the stake. It took a few attempts to get it in 
the ground to the handle. Dad dove down inspected it 
and said to me, “Now, go down and bury the handle 
in the ground.” After that he handed me a concrete 
block with instructions to wrap the rope through the 
block and place the block on top of the stake. It was 
completed and ready for the test.  A storm came up 

In Times like these—What shall we do?
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that week and everyone’s boat at the campground 
came loose except ours. My anchor held in the time 
of storm. The boat was steadfast and unmovable, and 
accomplished the purpose it was made to do. Just 
as the song reads, “Be very sure, be very sure your 
anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock (Jesus)!” 

 “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of LORD, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 
LORD” (1 Cor. 15.57-58).

In times like these—What shall the church do?   BE 
YE STEADFAST! Settled! Unmovable! “ . . .  for I 
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day” (2 Tim. 1.12). We must be 
like the early church as seen in Acts 2.41-47: 

1. They gladly received the Word: and were 
baptized and added to the church.

2. They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine. So, let us continue to teach the Word.  
In times like these, we are experiencing the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and the winds of heresy 
are blowing strongly; but those who are diligent 
to study the apostles’ doctrine will be enabled 
to distinguish truth from error, and to avoid 
pitfalls of heresy.

3. They continued in fellowship and in breaking 
of bread. In times like these, fellowship is 
much more than a church service, for we are 
“members one of another” (Rom. 12.5). Social 
media and phones during this time of social 
distancing are our mediums for togetherness 
and our means to encourage one another. The 
key to fellowship is: “If we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another” (Jn. 1.7).

4. They continued steadfastly . . . in prayers . The 
New Testament church was a praying church: 
prayer was high priority! Prayer makes a 
diff erence between barrenness and fruitfulness. 
Yes, “PRAYER CHANGES THINGS.”  In 
times like these, we must keep PRAYING! 
“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and 

shew thee great and mightly things, which 
thou knowest not” (Jer. 33.3). 

5. They had all things common. In times like 
these, we should have genuine concern for 
others and help to meet the needs of our brothers 
and sisters.  “Look not every man on his own 
things, but every man also on the things of 
others” (Phil. 2.4). 

6. They worshipped.  “And they, continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple . . . praising 
God.”   Because we know “He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him against 
that day”, we will praise our LORD and 
continue to worship Him.  Our God still sets 
upon the throne.  “The LORD hath prepared 
his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom 
ruleth over all” (Ps. 103.19).  

7. They gave. They “sold their possessions and 
goods, and parted them to all men, as every 
man had need.”  In times like these there are 
more needs than ever!  When we are generous 
and joyful in tithing and giving, we show 
and prove our love for God and others.  An 
individual or local church that is faithful in 
tithing and giving will have God’s favor; but a 
church which neglects this Christian discipline 
will invariably be sickly and diseased.   

a) Tithing and giving bring about Unity. We 
are in this together and will go forth strong 
together. 

b) Tithing and giving bring about Joyfulness.  
There is no better feeling than to know 
you have helped your brother and sister 
overcome obstacles in their way. “Rejoice 
with those who rejoice . . .” (Rom. 12.15).

c) Giving and tithing brings about 
Evangelism. Especially in times like 
these we should have a drive to fulfi ll the 
Great Commission—to Go and Give (Mt. 
28. 19-20.  If a church loses its vision and 
compassion for the lost and for discipling 
believers in the “all things message,” it 
will lose also the favor of God.  
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About ten weeks ago our nation and several other 
nations were attacked by an “invisible enemy.” It was 
“a sneak attack.” The world was unprepared. President 
Trump said, “the coronavirus snuck up on us.” A 
leader in Italy said, “we were caught by surprise.”
 The Covid-19 enemy was soon invading 
many nations and making strategic advances here in 
the United States. Within a few days it was declared 
a “pandemic.” The United 
States was unprepared.  When 
Covid-19 first hit on the West 
Coast and then successfully 
invaded several other states, 
it caused a great deal of 
confusion. The leaders at first 
didn’t know what to do: for 
the CDC [Center for Disease 
Control] had been working 
under an obsolete system. 
Accordingly, the mixed 
signals by various leaders 
caused fear and panic to 
sweep the nation, as well as 
the world. 
 It wasn’t until 
President Trump and some of 
his staff woke up to the fact that we were unprepared 
for this invasion and the profound threat facing the 
nation, that a plan for a counterattack began to unfold. 
The plan called for 1) starving out the enemy [“social 
distancing”], 2) blowing up the enemy [“discovering 
a treatment”], and 3) killing the enemy [“producing a 
vaccine”]. At that point, only a couple of weeks ago, 
our leaders became more confident and launched a 
full-blown counterattack. We are now about 7 days 
into this counterattack.
 We don’t know all that lies ahead of us as 
citizens of this nation nor for our fellow members 
around the world who are citizens of more than 46 
other nations. But we do know what lies ahead of us 

as “children of God” and in whose hands we are in as 
members of His church. As such, we feel secure in the 
“arms of God,” being reminded of the apostle Paul’s 
words to young Timothy: “For God hath not given 
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of 
a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1.7 and vv. 8-9).  
 Remember what the apostle John said: 
“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth 

out fear: because fear 
hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made 
perfect in love” (1 Jn. 
4.18). So, the more we 
love God and the more 
intimate we are with 
Him through prayer and 
faith and holy living, 
the more we will be at 
rest in Christ!   
 King David said, “The 
Lord is my shepherd. I 
shall not want . . . yea 
though I walk through 
the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil: for thou 

art with me” (Ps. 23.1-4). Again, when backslidden 
King Saul was laying plans to kill David [because of 
jealousy and hatred] and Saul’s men had David and his 
men trapped in the mountains, David’s men advised 
him to “Flee as a bird to your mountain.” (Ps. 11.1-
2). “For,” they reasoned, “if the foundations be 
destroyed, what can the righteous do?” (v. 3). But 
they evidently forgot for the moment who they were 
talking to—David, a young man who had slain a bear 
and a lion on two separate occasions with his bare 
hands! 
 And on another celebrated occasion, he killed  
Goliath, a giant who stood between nine and ten feet 
in height, the champion of the Philistines, Israel’s 

The Covid-19 Crisis
Note: This address by the Presiding Bishop was delivered to the whole church via
Internet [live stream] on Sunday March 22nd. It is available on DVD. Contact the
International Offices at (423)-476-3337 or email zionchurch11@ bellsouth.net.   Wade H. Phillips

“So, let me encourage you, “Have 
no fear. . . the Lord is on His throne.” 
He is in charge—not Satan, not 
Covid-19, and, ultimately, not even 
President Trump and his staff and our 
national political leaders. Perhaps it 
would be good here to remind all of 
us, including our leaders, that not 
only is our enemy “invisible,” but so 
is our Savior. We will be saved by the 
intervention of our invisible God!” 
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arch-enemy. He was a fearsome sight and formidable 
warrior! In any case, David’s answer to his intimidated 
men was: [“the foundations of this world may be 
removed”] yet “the Lord is in His holy temple, the 
Lord’s throne is in heaven: His eyes behold, His 
eyelids try the children of men” (v. 4).  So, David 
concluded, “In the Lord put I my trust” (v. 1); and 
again, the Lord trieth the righteous; but the wicked 
and him that loveth violence His soul hateth” (v. 5). 
 See, this whole ordeal that has suddenly 
confronted us, on one hand, is just the Lord trying 
His people—purifying us: molding us more perfectly 
in His image. For “we know that all things work 
together for the good to them that love God, to them 
that are called according to his purpose” (Rom. 
8.28). We will accordingly come out of it “like gold 
and silver tried in the fire” (Mal. 3.2-4). The wicked 
and sinners who refuse to repent and serve the Lord 
will not profit from it, but the righteous will be purified 
and perfected by it! 
 So, let me encourage you, “Have no fear. . . the 
Lord is on His throne.” He is in charge—not Satan, 
not Covid-19, and, ultimately, not even President 
Trump and his staff and our national political leaders. 
Perhaps it would be good here to remind all of us, 
including our leaders, that not only is our enemy 
“invisible,” but so is our Savior. We will be saved by 
the intervention of our invisible God! “Now unto the 
King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, 
be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen” (1 Tim. 
1.17). And again, “Which in his times he shall show, 
who is the blessed and only Potentate [Ruler], the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords” (6.15).
 I mention this because there is an impression 
being made that it is America and the great minds and 
scientists that will pull us through this pandemic; that 
the secular state is the head and the church and saints 
of God are the tail: and we are totally dependent on 
the state to see us through this crisis. But, see, it is 
the church and saints of God who are the ultimate 
cause of God’s gracious attention and salvific grace 
poured out upon the world. America is not pulling the 
church along and saving it; rather it is the church—
through prayer and righteousness and the anointing 
of God—that will pull America through. “To God be 
the glory!” For as the Lord looks down upon this vast 
multitude of humanity across this world [seven and 
one-half billion souls], what does He see. What is the 
“apple of His eye” or rather who is it that is reflected 
in the very “pupil” of His eye? It is believers who 

love and adore Him! It is the relatively small fraction 
of 71/2 billion souls that has repented and called upon 
the name of the Lord! Recall what the Lord said to His 
people in Egypt, “When I see the blood, I will pass 
over you.”  
 This term “fear not” or its equivalent is used 
about 400 times in the Bible. So, let’s get the message: 
“Fear not!” I love that old hymn, Living by Faith: 

I care not today what the morrow may bring, If 
shadow or sunshine or rain,

The Lord I know rul-eth o’er everything, And all of 
my worry is vain

The tempest may blow and storm-clouds arise, 
Obscuring the brightness of life,

I’m never alarmed at the overcast skies, The Master 
looks on at the strife

I know He safely will carry me thru, No matter what 
evils be-tide

Why should I then care tho’ the tempest may blow, If 
Jesus walks close to my side.

Our Lord will return to this earth some sweet day, 
Our troubles will then all be o’er,

The Master so gently will lead us away, Beyond that 
blest heavenly shore.

-Chorus-

Living by faith in Jesus above,
Trusting confiding in His great love;

From all harm safe in His sheltering arm,
I’m living by faith and feel no alarm.

 This is important to grasp, for fear can cause 
our imagination to run wild, and we will begin to 
think like unbelievers and old pagans who “imagine 
vain things.” The devil plays tricks on the fearful. 
I’ve heard in recent days absurd things said by certain 
preachers and teachers on television. Many of them—
for the sake of gain—seem to be trying to create a 
state of panic in order to sell their deceptive products. 
Some are interpreting this pandemic as one of the 
plagues in the Apocalypse—and therefore making it 
to be part of God’s judgment and indignation being 
poured out upon the world. These are false prophets! 
This pandemic is no such thing. Rather it is one of the 
“pestilences” [diseases/plagues] that Jesus predicted 
in Mt. 24.7 and Lu. 21.11. 

Continued on p. 11
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As you are now well-aware, we are facing a dilemma—”an enemy” that 
we have never before faced in this generation. The COVID-19 coronavirus 
is attacking the world, and before long, unless God undertakes, it will 
move closer to God’s church. We are not immune to it! Yet, despite the 
current crisis, Zion Assembly is still moving forward and will continue 
to do so. Souls are still being saved and added to the church. We are 
forging into new nations and penetrating deeper into the nations we 

have already reached, where the government and discipline of the church has been established. We 
must evangelize the world; we must reach “every creature” with the glorious Gospel (Mk. 16.15)! 
 In the book of Acts, which indeed is the acts of the Holy Spirit and the church, we are told 

the churches were persecuted: the saints were driven out of Jerusalem into every part of the known 
world. But wherever they landed, new churches of God were planted. The point is no persecution 
has ever stopped God’s church from going forward. In fact, the Early Church Father, Tertullian said, 
“The blood of martyrs is seed,” by which he meant that persecution and even death only inspired the 
followers of the Lord to witness and reproduce and bring forth fruit! Certainly, then, Covid-19 will 
not stop us; neither affl  ictions, pestilences, nor anything of the like will stop us if we will allow God 
to direct us and be with us as we go forward to fulfi ll the mission He has given to us (Mt. 28.18-20).
 As I thought about how this virus might aff ect our March World Mission drive, international 

offi  ces and operations, and our local church funds, including our pastors’ tithes and support, my heart 
ached; but I’m especially concerned about the immediate need in the March World Mission drive, for 
as you all know, we greatly depend on our March and October Mission off erings to support our eff orts 
to reach every nation and fulfi ll the Great Commission. About this same time is when I heard that our 
government was planning a stimulus plan which would include sending checks to our families who 
qualify (those who make less than $75,000 per year). Most of us in the church therefore qualify. My 
mind immediately began to race with possibilities; so, I shared my thoughts with my wife, Wilma. We 
mutually agreed right then and there that if we receive a check, we will send it to our general treasurer 
to apply it to our World Mission drive and the indebtedness on the international building program. 
 Cheerful giving has been taught and exemplifi ed before me since my childhood.  Let me tell 

you from where I fi rst learned to trust God and have a generous heart. My mother, 
Vina Mae Carter,  worked untiringly on an assembly line in 100-degree heat at a 
paint factory. Daily she would come home with paint all over her clothes, the result 
of cans exploding that had fallen off  the assembly belt. When the church was in 
revival or involved in a special project, she never missed the opportunity to attend 
or help with an event. Even after working all day, she would fi nd the energy to make 
herself presentable in a change of neat and colorful attire to go to the house of God.
 Being employed at the paint factory, however, wasn’t my mother’s only job: 

she was also a homemaker, having a husband and four boys at home. She made sure 
we always had our evening meal and clean clothes. And being that she never missed 
church, we boys also never missed church. I remember asking mom why she always went to church—and 
made us go!  Her answer was always, “Put God fi rst and he will take care of you.” And this is where I am today.

Dear Friends and Readers of the VOZ:

Vina Mae Carter
1925-2007



The Word of God is certainly true and powerful: 
“Train up a child in the way he should go: 
and when he is old, he will not depart from it”
(Prov. 22:6).
 At her funeral a church member 
approached me and said, “I think you ought 
to know this about your mom. On more than 
one occasion, both my wife and I have seen 
your mother take her Friday paycheck out
of her purse, sign it, and drop it in the off ering 
plate. She had no idea other people were 
watching her. Her testimony was always 
this: ‘Put God fi rst, and he will take care of 
everything else.”  
 I would like to challenge every member 
and reader: If you receive a stimulus check, cash 
it and prayerfully consider sending all or part 
it to the General Treasurer of Zion Assembly. 
Let’s see what God will do through us. Prove 
the Lord and watch Him “open the windows 
of heaven” and bless your substance so “that 
there shall not be room enough to receive it!”
(Mal. 3.8-11). 
 Some of you have heard me say the 
following in recent years: “You may not believe 
what I say, but you will have to believe what I 
do.” Peter and John said to the lame man at the 
gate of the temple, “Look on us” (Act 3.4). The 
apostle Paul said, we have made “ourselves an 
example unto you to follow us” (2 Thess. 3.9). 
Wilma and I are giving our stimulus money 
to the Lord and His church, and we want to 
encourage others to consider the work of the 
Lord in this way. The world is looking for 
stability and godly examples in these unstable 
times. Let’s open our purses to the needs of the 
ministry and the Lord’s work.  We have a great 
opportunity in this crisis to let God use us for 
his glory!

Trusting in God,

L.W. Carter,
VOZ B ooster
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Continued on p. 15

The Covid-19 Crisis

 It is an evil that has come up from beneath, 
not a plague come down from the Lord [though He 
has allowed it]; it is one of many pestilences that has 
come and gone this century and that will come and 
go in the years ahead if the Lord tarries; it is a sign 
of the “beginning of sorrows,” not a sign of the end. 
Plainly Jesus said, when you see “these things come 
to pass . . . the end is not yet” (Mt. 24.6).  In fact, in 
this regard, Jesus said in the same breath when you 
see these things, “see that ye be not troubled.”  We 
should be wise therefore to listen to Jesus and the 
apostles, not these false preachers and teachers. Paul 
counseled us under the anointing of the Spirit, saying, 
“Casting down imaginations [false reasonings] 
and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10.5).    
 I want to commend the President and his staff  
for their leadership and courage during this crisis, 
and the governors and mayors across the land, and 
especially the medical professionals and hospital 
staff s---the doctors, nurses, and medical personnel.  
Let’s all stand and give them a cheer. 
 Finally, I want to talk to you for a moment 
about the administration of the church [government 
and daily operations], and the spiritual and appointed 
responsibilities of all of us during the outbreak of this 
pestilence and attack of evil upon the land. 

First, again have no fear and do not be alarmed. 
Continue to trust in the Lord and His promises! 

Second, do not let the devil cheat you out of your 
spiritual and materials blessings by failing to continue 
faithful in your tithing and giving. We are on the 
brink of great things for the Lord in Zion Assembly 
and will see them fulfi lled if our faith fails not—if we 
continue steadfast in the promises of the Lord. 

Third, “social distancing” does not mean or equate 
with “social disconnecting.” Understanding this is 
very important, for we must stay connected as the 
church. During this crisis, our overseers and pastors 
must fi nd innovative ways to “feed the church of 
God” (Acts 20.28) and minister to our members and 

Continued from p. 9 
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The photos below show that the work on the new building is progressing well. The external decor 
and finishes—brick, textures, windows, doors, etc., should be completed in the next three weeks. 
The outside of the building will match the existing building, except the center piece will feature a 
dove rather than the Cross. The insulation, sheetrock, and installation of the AC units will commence 
beginning next week; then the workers will move on to the installation of the interior doors, etc. We 
are hoping the project will be completed in the next three months or so—mid July, hopefully! Please 
make every effort and sacrifice to continue to support the expansion of our International Ministries 
Complex. It is strategic to our on-going progress and vision of restoration throughout the world.

Construction Update
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The Missionary Heart of L. W. and Wilma Carter

We mentioned in a recent letter to our pastors and churches that in spite of the battle we are facing with the 
coronavirus, we must not lose sight of the need to care for our brothers and sisters in other countries and our 
responsibility to publish “this Gospel” to every nation on earth (Mt. 24.14): for after all, these are commandments 
not options (Mt. 28.18-20; 1 Cor. 12.12.31). Shortly after sending out this letter, I received a call from Bishop 
L.W. Carter, the overseer VA, WV, MD, and PA and pastor of the Roanoke church, stating that he and Sister Carter 
had been impressed by the Lord to give to World Missions the “stimulus money” that the government is promising 
to individual families in America. That especially blessed me: for I was feeling somewhat burdened that there 
might be a “let down” in our March mission giving. Brother and Sister Carter’s love for souls and the Church of 
God throughout the world warmed my heart and encouraged me. 

“You cannot out-give the Lord”

I mention the liberality of Brother and Sister Carter here in hopes that it may provoke others to consider giving 
all or some portion of this “stimulus money” to missions, for the needs around the world are much greater and far 
more desperate than they are here in the United States. The Lord had already moved upon my wife and me in the 
same way that He had Brother and Sister Carter. We too felt impressed to give this money to help swell the March 
Mission Drive offering, for we have learned through the years that “You cannot out-give the Lord.” And we 
know also that “God loveth a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9.7). How many times have we proven the Lord regarding 
this sacred “ordinance”—that is, of bringing all our tithes and offerings into “the storehouse” of the Lord, the 
treasury of the church (Mal. 3.7-12; Josh 6.24; 1 Chron. 28.11-12; )? And true to His unbreakable promise, He 
has never failed to “open . . . the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it (v. 10).” Again, the apostle admonishes us:

“But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity . . . And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound in every good work” (2 Cor. 9.6-8).       

 Easter (Resurrection)
 We do not want to get so distracted by the Covid-19 pandemic that we fail to recall and celebrate the greatest 
event in history—the resurrection of our blessed Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Indeed, His birth [incarnation] and 
death on the Cross would be meaningless without His resurrection from the dead. The resurrection is, after all, the 
very capstone of the Gospel. The resurrection gives reason and life to our faith; so much so that the apostle says, 

“And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, and we are 
found to be false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God that he has raised up Christ: 
whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then is Christ not 
raised: And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are 
fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable” (1 Cor. 15.13-19).         

 Having said this, the apostle then concludes with the following cheerful words: “But now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept” (v. 20). Even now our spiritual transformation and 
sanctification prove the resurrection of Christ, for if Christ had not died and came forth again on the third day, we 
would be yet in our sins and at the mercy of Satan. So, then, the very power of righteousness and holiness within 
us proves that our Lord was raised from the dead: for we who were dead in sins and trespasses have been delivered 
from the power of darkness and are alive in Christ (Rom. 6.3-12; Col. 3.1-4). Our freedom from sin and the joy 
and holiness we feel in our hearts says loud and clear: “He is risen!” 

Continued on p. 15

Continued from p. 2
Editorials
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Writers make use of varying grammatical means to 
bring emphasis to text, such as underlining text, using 
all caps, or putting text in bold or italics.  Emphasizing 
a point gives added signifi cance to what is being stated, 
which is why the second portion of Heb. 13.5 in the 
NASB translation reads in all caps.  Also, someone 
may unknowingly use what is known as a double 
negative to emphasize a point, as in the declaration, 
“I will ‘not never’ eat Spinach,” while in fact, he is 
saying just the opposite: “I will eat Spinach.” 
 A point about not eating Spinach: Those of 
us who are old enough, know that Popeye the sailor 
man would never have said that; he knew Spinach 
gave him strength, often needed to beat up Brutus and 
rescue his beloved Olive Oil (“toot toot!”)  
 English grammar regards double negatives 
as improper, but not in the ancient writings of Koine
Greek, which is the language in which the New 
Testament was written. The use of double negatives 
was proper and the most emphatic way to negate 
something, as to say there is no degree of probability 
that it will happen.  
 As we press on in these last days—currently 
dealing with the coronavirus pestilence with the 
crippling eff ect on our economic aff airs, both 
nationally and globally, and for many, personally—
let us not forget the words of our Lord, “I will never 

KJV: “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such 
things as ye have: for he hath said, ‘I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.’“

NKJ: “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things 
as you have. For He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you.’”

NASB: “Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, 
being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, ‘I WILL 
NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,’” 

NIV: “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you 
have, because God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’”

Heb. 13.5Worth thinking about: 
Emphatic Negation

leave thee, nor forsake thee.” These words were 
written in emphatic negation to declare in the most 
pointed  way that it is absolutely impossible for God 
to forsake His people; it will never happen! In fact, 
in the original text, there are fi ve negatives to make 
this point. The reason we don’t see fi ve negatives in 
the English translations is because it doesn’t translate 
properly.
 Also implied in this scripture is that not only 
will God never leave us nor forsake us, but He is also  
intervening for us: 1) building hedges of protection: 
“The angel of the LORD encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth them”
(Ps. 34.7); 2) going with us: “...I am with thee, and 
will keep thee in all places whither thou goest” 
(Gen. 28.15); 3) and meeting our earthly needs: 
“Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the fi eld, 
...shall he not much more clothe you” (Mt. 6.30).
 It is comforting to know that God wants 
to provide for His people and will be as close to 
us as we let Him.  This is certainly an opportunity 
to depend on God for His grace and providence. 
Let us be mindful of the goodness of the Lord 
and sing forth His praises as the psalmist did: 
“Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefi ts” (Ps. 103.2).

Wanda Busbee



Remembrance Day

We agreed together in the General Assembly in 
2011 [Assembly Minutes, p. 39] to recall and 
celebrate each year on or about April 20th the 
restoration of the church that happened on April 
20, 2004. Since we are preoccupied temporarily 
with the Covid-19 pestilence, we thought it 
appropriate to compare what the church went 
through in 1918-1919 during the outbreak of 
Infl uenza that upset the world and took the lives 
of tens of millions. Brother Anton Burnette 
has written on this subject, helping us to see 
that the Covid-19 “pestilence” is nothing new 
(see pp. 4-5) . Sister Pam Jones has written an 
inspirational message encouraging the church to 
press on during this war with Covid-19, assuring 
us that the Lord will see us through this trying 
time (see pp. 6-7 ). And the Presiding Bishop has 
addressed the subject from a couple of angles in 
the Editorials and his address to the churches via 
Internet on March 22nd which is also featured in 
this issue pp. 8-9.    

Now Available!
2017-2019 Bound Editions of the VOZ

The 2017-2019 bound editions of the Voice of 
Zion have arrived at the International Offi  ces 
and may now be purchased. In addition to 
the 2017-2019 edition, we have redone the 
2004-2005 and 2006-2007 editions with this 
same company. You may recall the 2006-2007 
volume was original done by another company 
and the bindings did not hold well. So, now, 
this problem has been eliminated. Also, we had 
run out of the premiere 2004-2005 edition and 
have replenished our stock. 

The cost for individual volumes is $27.50, but 
all eight volumes—2004-2005, 2006-2007, 
2008-2009, 2010-2011, 2012-2013, 2014-2015, 
2016-2017, 2018-2019 may be purchased for 
$176.00—a savings of $44.00. 
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friends. We must fi nd ways to “stay connected” 
in the Spirit, in fellowship, in worship, in 
ministry, and in mission. (see the Editorials
in this issue regarding using the internet, cell 
phones, video phones, and various mediums of 
electronics. The church must carry on! 

Fourth, our building program: We have made 
a big commitment and we must continue to be 
faithful in our support. The project should be 
completed in the next three months or so—Lord 
willing! There has been unprecedented amount 
of rain that has hindered progress, but we are 
trusting the Lord will keep His promise and not 
destroy again the earth with water. Pastors do 
not forget that the Second Sunday night off ering 
has been designated by the Assembly for the 
IPBF [International Properties Building Fund]. 
Since we are not presently having regular 
services, you should make special arrangements 
to receive this off ering each month and send in 
with the monthly treasurer’s reports 

Fifth, World Missions: maintaining our 
responsibilities. Since we are under the rule 
presently of social distancing, it will require 
some special eff ort and ingenuity to get our 
people involved in raising our March World 
Mission off ering. To help us not fall behind in 
this worthy and important off ering, we have 
extended the deadline to April 15th.  

 I’m confi dent that our pastors and leaders 
will zealously cooperate with us in this endeavor 
through prayer and a sense of responsibility and 
love for souls. Brother and Sister Carter felt 
impressed to donate their government stimulus 
money toward the March World Mission Drive: 
and they’re hoping others will follow their 
example and contribute all or part of this money 
toward World Missions. Sister Phillips and I felt 
impressed to do the same. May the Lord bless 
and keep you safe and well!

Continued from p. 11 
The Covid-19 Crisis
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“And declared to be 
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resurrection from the 
dead”

–Rom. 1.4


