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Pressing on in Faith
Nothing could be plainer in the New Testament than that “this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come” (Mt. 24.14); nor the fact that 
the church was set in order by the Lord, and was personally taught, trained, and commissioned by Him to 
fulfi ll this great task (Mk. 3.13-16; Lu. 6.12-17; Mt. 4.4; 28.18-29; Mk. 16.15-20; Acts 20.27); that is, to 
proclaim in every nation the “all things” of Christ and “every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

“Let us not be weary”
It is easy to become lukewarm and weary in the work of the Lord and fall victim to a spirit of indiff erence; then in turn 
indiff erence always takes its toll on fruit-bearing: the harvest suff ers! The apostles and inspired writers of Scripture 
therefore warn us against yielding to the spirit of weariness; encouraging us rather to “gird up our loins” and press on 
to fulfi ll our divine mission. The Lord is counting on us! Hear the apostle:“And let us not be weary of well doing: for 
in due season we shall reap if we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good . . .” (Gal. 5.9-10). The 
writer of Hebrews also points us to the example of our Lord to encourage us against this evil tendency and defeatist 
attitude, saying, “Looking unto Jesus the author and fi nisher of our faith . . . lest ye become weary and faint in your 
minds” (Heb. 12.2-3).
 Notice especially that the writer emphasizes that Jesus is not only the author of our faith, but also the “fi nisher.”
Certainly, the Lord laid aside every weight and ran with patience the race set before Him and fi nished His course in 
this world with victory! So, also, we are called to follow His courageous example. We must, like Jesus, “take up our 
cross” (Mk. 8.34-38) and press on for the “joy that is set before us!” 
 We should be aware that weariness in faith and a lack of zeal for the work of the Lord is of the devil. 
We may become, of course, a little weary in body and accordingly need to get some physical rest from time to 
time, but a weariness in spirit comes from the enemy of our souls. Satan does not want Zion Assembly pressing 
on to proclaim the Gospel in every nation on earth, to baptize believers, and to teach and disciple them in the 
“all things” of Christ (Mt. 28.18-20). We must therefore know “the wiles [tricks] of the devil” and beware 
of his “snares” and “devices” (1 Tim. 3.6-7; 2 Cor. 2.11). “Neither give place to the devil” (Eph. 4.27). 
 The apostle Paul therefore says, accordingly, that He had made his way through many trials, tribulations, perils, 
imprisonments and beatings to labor for the Lord and the church (1 Cor. 11.23-26), and this includes also “weariness 
and painfulness,” by which he means persons and diffi  cult situations within the church which had vexed and troubled 
his spirit; for he had also “the care of all the churches” (vv. 27-28). 

God’s Church and Kingdom Must be First
We are taught by our Lord that the church and kingdom should be fi rst in our lives (Mt. 6.33-34; Mk. 10.28-30), and  
that following Christ is not easy—for “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head” (Lu. 9.57-58). We must be willing to leave father and mother and houses and lands for Christ 
and the Gospel’s sake (Mk. 10.29); and to “let the dead bury the dead,” giving the mission of the church our priority 
in our lives. We should sense the urgency and “go preach the [gospel of] the kingdom of God” (vv. 59-60). The Lord 
then concluded his discourse by saying to those who gave other things their priority, that “No man, having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back, is fi t for the kingdom of God” (vv. 59-62).

March World Mission Drive
Speaking of putting the Gospel and the church fi rst in our lives, it seems fi tting here to boost our March World Mission 
Drive. As most of our faithful pastors, mission leaders, and workers know, our outreach to the nations depends almost 
entirely on the fi nances raised in the October and March mission drives. With this in mind, we are counting on our 
people to labor diligently and to give liberally: and for all of us to “seek to excel” in this most worthy endeavor. Souls 
are at stake. Families and children are counting on us. Together we can go over the top! May the Lord help us and grant 
it to be so. Amen.
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     –Mt. 6.33
    

“But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness...”



A Parable of the Kingdom
The Sower, the Seed, and the Soil
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The fi rst thing to be noticed is that Jesus’ lengthy 
sermon in Mt. 13 and the sermon in the previous chapter 
were preached on “the same day.” We may elicit from 
this that our Lord was a hard worker: He labored with 
seemingly indefatigable energy in preaching the Gospel 
and explaining the principles of the kingdom of God. He 
himself was thus the perfect illustration of the Sower. 
He preached and taught “both ends of the day” and 
thus practiced what He encouraged His church to do: 
to “sow thy seed [in the morning] and in the evening 
withhold not thine hand” (Eccl. 11.6). 
          The evangelization of the world and fulfi llment of 
the church’s mission to the nations requires hard work; 
it is laborious. We are thus advised not to be like the 
“slothful servant” in Mt. 25.14-30 who had squandered 
His Lord’s time and money; but rather to redeem our 
time and resources to eff ectively spread the Gospel of 
Christ—to be about “our Father’s business!” (see also 
Prov. 15.19; 21.25; 22.13; 24.30-34; Rom. 12.11; Heb. 
6.12).      

“The Seed is the Word of God”
The second thing to be noticed is that the seed of the 
kingdom is the Word of God. This is stated plainly in 
the parallel passage in Lu. 8.11: “The seed is the word 
of God” (Lu. 8.11). It is peculiarly the word of the 
King, and thus, it is the law of the Lord that we must 
allow to rule and govern our lives! The Word of God 
has a powerful dynamic within itself to bring sinners 
to repentance and to cleanse and transform the lives of 
believers—to renew and restore souls. “For the word 
of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 

and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4.12; see also Eph. 
5.26), and ‘Being born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever” (1 Pet. 1.23), and again, “Faith 
cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God”
(Rom. 10.17). 
         The true Word of God is the “good seed” that 
is sown (Mt. 13.24, 27): only the pure Word of God 
can produce the desired results that please the Lord–
lives transformed by the Holy Spirit into the image 
of Christ; believers elevated and translated into the 
kingdom of God  (Rom. 8.29; 1 Cor. 3.18; Col. 1.13; 
3.10). The Word of God “convicts,” “converts,” 
“justifi es,” “regenerates,” “saves,” “sanctifi es,” 
“cleanses,” “heals,” “delivers,” “guides,” “instructs,” 
“orders,” “ordains,” “discerns,” “divides,” “cuts,” 
“burns,” “hammers,” “breaks,” “crushes,” “corrects,” 
“reproves,” “creates,” “quickens,” “renews,” 
“restores,” “comforts,” “delights,” “encourages,” 
“strengthens,” “imparts knowledge, wisdom, and life,” 
“illuminates,” “enlightens,” “inspires,” “rejoices the 
heart,” “endures forever.” It is “faithful,” “unfailing,” 
“unmovable,” “righteous,” “true,” “pure,” “good,” 
“sweet,” “wonderful,” “a lamp,” “a light,” “a shield,” 
“a sword,” “powerful,” “settled,” “established,” 
“exceeding broad,” “delightful,” “perfect” (Ps. 19.7-8;
102.12, 26; 119.9, 11, 14, 16, 18-20, 27-28, 54-55, 
71-72, 81-82, 89-96, 98, 102-107, 123, 129-130, 133, 
136-140, 143-144, 149-151, 154, 160-164, 169-172; 
Is. 40.8; Jer. 23.29; Mt. 8.16; Lu. 4.18-19; 16.17; Jn. 
1.1-5; 8.9; 17.17; 2 Tim. 2.15; 3.15-17; Acts 8.9; Rom. 10.
8-11; 15.4; 2 Cor. 6.4, 7; Heb. 4.12; 1 Pet. 1.23, 25;
2 Pet. 1.19-20; 2.2; 3.5-7; Jas. 1.18, 21-23; 1 Jn. 1.10; 
2.14; Rev. 1.2; 3.8-10; 20.4).             

Wade H. Phillips
The text for the parable of the Sower is Mt. 13.3-9, 
18-23. Parallel or corresponding passages are found in Mk. 
4.3-9, 14-26 and Lu. 8.4-15 which off er some slight 
variation in the details. Together we gain a complete and 
more insightful picture of our Lord’s teaching on the subject. 

This message is an excerpt from Bishop Phillips’ upcoming book, The Gospel of Kingdom of God.
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“Corrupt Seed”
On the other hand, there is “corrupt seed” sown by 
cunning and crafty teachers, men who “handle the word 
of God deceitfully” and “corrupt the word of God” (2 
Cor. 2.17; 11.13-15; 1 Thess. 2.3-8; 2 Pet. 2.3). They 
speak a vision of their own corrupt mind and heart and 
misinform and misguide the people—“and cause my 
people to err” (Deut. 18.20-22; Jer. 14.14-15; 23.14-
18, 28, 30-32; Mk. 7.13; 2 Cor. 4.2; Eph. 4.14). The 
apostle Paul thus commended the Thessalonians for 
receiving his and his fellow laborers’ preaching “not as 
the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God” 
(1 Thess. 2.13).                                       
           It is of paramount importance to grasp the fact 
that the seed does not sow itself. Nor does the Lord do 
what He has called and commissioned His church to 
do. Churches do not just spontaneously combust and 
appear on their own. Souls are begotten by ministers 
and faithful witnesses of the Lord. Ministers and 
believers are soul-winners (Mt. 13.15; 28.19-20; Prov. 
11.30; Acts 3.19; 16.30-34; 2 Cor. 5.18-20; Jas. 5.20), 
and ministers set churches in order and build them up 
(Acts 18.1-11; 1 Cor. 2.1-2; 3.4-15; 16.1; Col. 25-8; et 
al). Thus the apostle writes to the Corinthians, “For in 
Christ I have begotten you through the gospel” (1 Cor. 
4.15), and again, in reference to Onesimus, an escaped 
slave whom Paul had met in prison, he says, “whom I 
have begotten in my bonds” (Philemon 10).        
          The third thing to be noticed is that the seed of the 
Gospel should be spread indiscriminately. The mission 
of the church is to “every creature” (Mk. 16.15): men 
and women of every nation, tribe, people and language 
(Dan. 7.14, 27; Zech. 8.20-22; Mt. 24.14; 28.19-20). 
Believers in general and the church especially are 
commissioned, anointed, and empowered to “Preach 
the word” (Mk. 3.14; 16.20; Acts 1.8; 2 Tim. 4.2). We 
are all called to be sowers—to scatter the seed of the 
Gospel! 
            It is true that Jesus first offered the Gospel 
to the Jews and commanded His church to go first to 
the “lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mt. 10.1-7; 15.
21-28; Acts 13.46-48), but afterward—after the Jews 
had rejected Him (Mt. 21.33-42; Jn. 1.11), He opened 
the door of the kingdom to all and commanded His 
church to do likewise (Mt. 28.18-20; Jn. 4.5-42; Acts 
13.46-48; 18.4-6; Rev. 22.17). Jesus enabled the church 
by giving her the “keys of the kingdom” to evangelize 
the world (Mt. 28.19). This was done in divine order 
according to God’s prophetic plan, for the Lord had 
planned before the foundation of the world that the door 
of salvation would be opened to the Gentiles—believers 
of every nation and tribe and language (Gen. 3.15; 12.3; 
18.18; 22.18; 26.4; 49.10; Ps. 72.1-17; Is. 2.2-4; 60.
1-5; Amos 9.11-12; Lu. 2.25-32; Acts 15.1-31; 16.4-5; et 
al. and compare Gal. 4.27 with Is. 54.1-2) which affirms 

God’s eternal plan to unite Jews and Gentiles together 
in one body of Christ—Eph. 1.1-10; 2.11-22; 3.6; 4.
11-16; 5.25-32). “Behold, all souls are mine,” saith the 
Lord (Ezek. 18.4), and there is now no difference in the 
context of the kingdom of God and salvation between 
Jew and Gentile believers (Rom. 10-12-23; Gal. 3.28). 
The Lord invites into His kingdom all sinners who will 
repent and call upon His name (Rom. 2.4-6; 10.12-13; 2 
Pet. 3.9; Rev. 22.17), and Jew and Gentile believers are 
called to unite together with the Lord and one another 
on the basis of the New Covenant (2 Kg. 23.1-3; Jer. 
31.31-34; 33.14-16; Heb. 8.8-12; 10.16-17; Mt. 4.4; Jn. 
17. 6, 8, 14; Acts 20.27; 1 Tim. 3.15-17).     

Types of Soil
The focus of the parable now moves to the objects of 
the Sower and the seed—the people with their various 
qualities and responses (Mt. 13.19-23). Just as there 
are various types of soil in agriculture, so there are 
various types of people who are variously disposed: 
and, accordingly, the influence and effect of the Word 
of God is received with varying degrees of affection, 
joy, sincerity, soberness, zeal, and fruit. 
           The ground in which the seed is sown is the hearts 
of men (v. 19), all of which, like different kinds of soil, 
are capable of being improved, which in turn determines 
the quality and quantity of the fruit produced. The 
believers who receive the seed are like plants in a field 
or garden, their hearts must be prepared to receive the 
seed. The fallow ground first must be plowed [broken 
up] and the rocks and stumps removed (Jer. 4.3; Hos. 
10.12). The ground must then be cultivated, and the 
clods broken up so the soil can breathe (Job 38.38; Is. 
28.24-29; Hos. 10.11-12; Joel 1.17). The seed is then 
sown and watered so that it can more easily germinate 
and extend its roots deeper into the soil to draw moisture 
and nourishment from the minerals. Then, behold, the 
plant appears above ground, but then it must continue 
to be cultivated, watered, pruned, and nourished to 
produce the maximum output of fruit.
          Jesus did not elaborate to the extent that we 
have here in His parable of the Sower, for apparently, 
He knew His listeners were intimately familiar with 
farming: Palestine was an agricultural society. He 
thus focused simply on the foregoing types of soil to 
illuminate the minds of His listeners to the mysterious 
workings of the kingdom of God; namely, way side 
soil; stony soil; thorny soil; good soil. 
           It seems apparent that each of these types of soil 
represent believers who have heard the “word of the 
kingdom” and “received the seed . . . which was sown 
in his heart” (vv. 19-20). The fact that each “heard the 
word” and “received the seed sown in his heart” is a 
clear indication that the various types of soil represent 
believers: “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
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the word of God” (Rom. 10.17), and again, “That if 
thou confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and  . . . 
believe in thine heart . . .thou shalt be saved. For with 
the heart man believeth . . . and confession is made 
unto salvation” (vv. 9-10). We therefore disagree with 
those under a Calvinistic persuasion, who in order to 
be consistent with their doctrine of perseverance—
”eternal security”/“once in grace always in grace”—
deny that the first three types of soil—wayside, stony, 
thorny (vv. 19-22) represent persons who were saved: 
for then they must admit that one can lose his salvation; 
that in fact the “wicked one” can indeed “[catch] away 
that which was sown in his heart” (v. 19). Or, again, 
how could it be said that others “endure but for a 
time” and then “because of the word are by and by 
offended” and “wither away” (vv. 20-22; Mk. 4.15-19) 
if they had not been converted. How else indeed are we 
to understand this parable since the words of our Lord 
are made so plain? The believers “heard the word . . .
received the seed of the kingdom into their hearts” 
and “endured for a time.” Further, it was only after 
that they had “received the seed sown in [their] heart” 
and allowed affliction, persecution, and the cares of 
this life to “enter in” and “choke the word” that, alas, 
they “[became] unfruitful”.

 1. “Wayside Christians” are the weakest and 
most questionable of the four types of hearers who 
“received seed . . . which was sown in [their] hearts” 
(Mt. 13.4, 19; Mk. 4.4, 15). For almost as soon as the 
seeds were sown, “the fowls [birds] of the air came 
and devoured them up” (v.4). These believers are very 
shallow: they take little heed to what they’ve heard, 
and most of what they heard was not understood or 
spiritually discerned. They are men and women along 
the highways and byways of life: people referred to 
today as “drive-bys.” Their assent to the Gospel is rather 
casual, if not superficial; their conversion is performed 
hastily and without much forethought, conviction, and 
gravity. They only faintly grasp the mystery of the 
kingdom. They give a nod to the Gospel, but it makes 
no deep impression upon them. “They hear thy words, 
but they do them not” (Ezek. 33.32); and thus they 
produce little or no fruit: and make little or no effort to 
follow through to confirm their faith (Acts 14.21-22; 
1 Cor. 1.6) or to go on with the Lord. “Then shall we 
know, if we follow on to know the Lord” (Hos.6.3). 
For after one hears the Gospel, he must “give the more 
earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at 
any time we should let them slip:” that the word of the 
kingdom might be “confirmed unto us” (Heb. 2.1-3),
and pressing on still in Christ to “[Receive] the end of 
your faith, even the salvation of your souls” (1 Pet. 1.9). 
 Wayside Christians are thus prime targets and 
easy prey for Satan to steal away the word of the Gospel 
sown in their hearts before it is truly understood and 

takes root and is strengthened; lest that which is sown 
in the heart is cultivated and springs up to eternal life 
(Mk. 4.15; Lu. 8.12; 22.31; Jn.10.10). See, it is one 
thing to be born again, it is quite another to persevere 
in faith to be finally saved (Mt. 24.13; Lu. 22.28-30; 
Jn. 8.31; Col. 1.23). Wayside Christians usually fall 
quickly by the wayside.
 Finally, we should learn by the example of the 
Wayside believers how gracious and patient our Lord 
is and seek to imitate Him, especially to imbibe His 
soul-winning spirit and methods, and His tender way 
of dealing with New-born babes in Christ and young 
beginners. The prophet Isaiah eight hundred years 
before our Lord appeared in flesh spoke of His meek 
and wise and loving tenderness toward men (Is. 42.3): 
a passage that is repeated in Mt. 12.20.

“A bruised reed shall he not break, and the 
smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall 
bring forth judgment unto to truth.”

Jesus indulged the sinfulness of men so that at last 
He might win them and increase the realm of His 
kingdom (Mt. 9.10-13; 11.19; Rom. 15.1-3; 1 Cor. 
9.19-23). He sought first to gain their attention through 
compassionate and merciful gestures—kindnesses, 
graciousness, humble condescending, forgiveness, 
healings, etc.—then unraveled for them the mysteries 
of the kingdom of God, and thence gently walked them 
through the steps of salvation. And after some received 
the “word of the kingdom . . . which was sown in 
[their] heart,” He was patient with their weaknesses 
and shortcomings, careful not to break a reed already 
bruised, nor to quench the slightest evidence of any fire 
behind smoking flax; for though smoking flax puts off 
an offensive odor, yet it is capable of producing light 
and being especially useful.
           For clear evidence of our Lord’s patience and love 
and wisdom in soul-winning and discipleship, we need 
to look no further than the apostles who formed with 
Him the very foundation of the church (Mk. 3.13-16;
Lu. 6.12-17; Eph. 2.20). We learn a great deal about 
discipleship and churchmanship in His three years 
with them, for much of the time they were carnal 
and unsanctified. Yet He patiently guided them in the 
paths of righteousness and holiness, teaching them 
the principles of the kingdom and leading them into 
a deeper spirituality; maturing their minds and hearts, 
and grooming them for leadership in the church, after 
His departure to the Father.

 2. “Stony-Ground Christians” penetrate 
further into the mystery of the kingdom than Wayside 
Christians: and, thus, they receive the word of the 
Gospel with much joy and exuberance (Mt. 13.20). 
They thus have been “enlightened and have tasted 
of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the 
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Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to come” (Heb. 6.4-5). 
Still, they seem to be like the stumbling people under 
the Old Covenant, who according to the prophet, 
“seek me daily, and delight to know my ways . . . and 
take delight in approaching to God” (Is. 58.2), yet at 
the same time were being rebuked for their sins and 
transgressions (v. 1); or, again, they remind us of the 
followers of John the Baptist who “were willing for a 
season to rejoice in his light” yet soon afterward faded 
away (Jn. 5.35; note also Jesus’ parable of the two sons 
in Mt. 21.32). 
 A Stony-Ground Christian “endures for a 
while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth 
because of the word: by and by he is offended” (Mt. 
13.21; Mk. 4.17); Matthew Henry says, “. . .they first 
quarrel with their profession, then quit it; first find fault 
with it, then throw it off.” They endure for a while, but 
do not endure to the end (Mt. 10.22; 24.13). Under the 
heat of the scorching sun, they “wither away” (v.6). For 
the word of the kingdom penetrates only the surface of 
their understanding and their affections. The tale of the 
rabbit (hare) and tortoise is applicable here: the rabbit 
shoots out ahead of the tortoise and extends his lead 
far out front of the seemingly dawdling tortoise; yet by 
and by the rabbit’s energy and wind runs down, and it 
struggles to put one foot in front of another. Meanwhile 
the slow-moving but relentless tortoise pushes forward 
ever gaining strength and ground on the rabbit and 
finally surpasses him to win the race.
 We are reminded of the apostle Paul’s analogy 
in 1 Cor. 9.24-27 of the Olympic runner who severely 
disciplines himself for the race in order to outrun his 
opponents and win the crown and prize. The writer 
of Hebrews likewise encourages believers to be like 
marathon runners which “lay aside every weight, and
 . . . run with patience the race that is set before [them]” 
(Heb. 12.1).  Again, Matthew Henry reminds us that “A 
ship without a ballast, though she may at first out-sail
the laden vessel, yet will certainly fail in stress of 
weather, and never make her port.”
 Stony-Ground believers are described as having 
“no deepness of earth” nor “root in [themselves]” 
(vv. 5, 21): and thus, under pressure their spiritual 
shallowness and lack of commitment is exposed. For 
though they receive the Gospel of the kingdom without 
hesitation—“immediately and with gladness” (Mk. 
4.16), yet it is without much forethought, sobriety and 
gravity. They do not “sit down first and count the 
cost” (Lu. 14.28). They are swift to hear and to receive 
the Gospel but equally swift to become offended by 
it and to go back on their profession and testimony. 
They “swallow without chewing;” regurgitate without 
digesting. They fail to “prove all things” before 
submitting wholeheartedly to the rule and governance 
of Christ, and thus fail also to realize that being yoked 

with Him in the proclamation and ministry of the 
Gospel means rejection by the world and suffering, 
afflictions, and persecution at the hands of evil men 
and demonic principalities and powers: for “we must 
through much tribulation enter into the kingdom 
of God” (Acts 14.22), that is, we will enter into the 
glory of paradise and the age to come only through 
a sacrificial life dedicated to the Lord and willing to 
suffer with Him in the prosecution of the Gospel (Rom. 
8.17; Phil. 1.29; 2 Tim. 2.11-12; 3.12; Heb. 11.25; 1 
Pet. 3.14, 17; 4.1-2, 16-17; Rev. 2.10-22).

 3. “Thorn-bound Christians” are those who 
hear and receive the word of the kingdom, but are 
not fully delivered and set free by the Gospel, that 
is, they carry over into their new life in Christ the 
“cares of this world” and allow the “deceitfulness of 
riches” to entangle them in the affairs of this life (Mt. 
13.22). The apostle thus admonishes us: “Love not 
the world, neither the things that are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him” (1 Jn. 2.15). Riches cast a snare; they can be 
treacherous and deceitful. For one “cannot serve God 
and mammon” (Mk. 6.24). The testimony of believers 
is thus shaded and discredited by worldliness: and 
their service to Christ and His kingdom is hindered 
and stunted. Eventually, if they do not fully surrender 
all to the Lord, their testimony and service fades away 
to nothing: they “become [altogether] unfruitful” (v. 
22). See here; thorns must be removed: for they will 
“grow up” and “choke the word” (vv. 7, 22; Mk. 4.7). 
“Thorns” represent the burdens of worldliness and 
cares of this life, and John Mark equates “the lusts 
of other things” also as “thorns” (Mk. 4.19). These 
“lusts” tend to inflame our passions for things here 
below; whereas we are rather admonished to “set our 
affection on things above . . . where Christ sitteth on 
the right hand of God” (Col. 3.1-2). If worldliness and 
the cares of this life are allowed to “enter in” the heart 
of the believer they will surely hinder his dedication, 
consecration, and single-minded focus on the things 
of the Lord; worse yet, they are deadly; they will 
eventually strangle the very life of Christ out of the 
believer!
 Thorn-bound Christians are those who by God’s 
grace obtain justification and regeneration in Christ but 
do not follow on to be consecrated and sanctified in 
Him. They cannot say with the apostle Paul, “the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world” (Gal. 6.14); 
and again, “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless 
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God . . .” (2.20).   
           Thorns hinder spiritual progress and freedom 
in Christ, both the individual’s and the whole church’s 
progress and freedom. They “choke the word”, draw 

Continued on p. 12
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The opening service was received with much anticipation, 
and the Holy Spirit ministered through the worship and 
during the message by Isabel Urcadiz. The message was 
based on Is. 55.6: “Seek the Lord while He may be found, 
call upon him while He is near.” Many were blessed by 
this beautiful message.
 Saturday morning, Barbara Rivera taught a 
lesson entitled, “Teach us to Pray” (Mt. 6.3-18). We were 
reminded to pray with a humble attitude, not pretending 
to know all things, and to pray in secret, not as hypocrites 
who “love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the 
corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men.” As 
the evening service progressed, the International Women’s 
Director Pamela Jones brought forth a mighty word of the 

Fifty-eight Ladies

Embrace It!
Ladies

Western region: oxnard, Ca
January 10-12, 2020

Lord based on Ruth 3.11: Thou Art a Virtuous Woman: 
encouraging words to remind us that we all should be 
women of courage, strength, ability, and wisdom in 
the Lord.
 Sunday morning, the Lord’s blessings continued to 
flow as our worship leaders, Priscilla Pompa and Renetta 
Kelton, opened our last service. All participated in a joyful 
march around the room as we praised the Lord. The final 
message was given by Ofelia Martinez who based her 
message on Prov. 31.30: “Favour is deceitful, and beauty 
is vain; but a woman that feareth the Lord she shall be 
praised.” A fitting ending for a wonderful retreat!
 Rosie Ramirez was recognized for her hard work 
in moderating and organizing the retreat.

Ruth 3.11

Sally J. Carrillo, reporter
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Embrace It!
Retreat

eastern region:  Pigeon forge, tn
February 21-23, 2020

This year we were encouraged to become women of 
courage, strength, ability, and wisdom in the Lord. 
National Women’s Ministry Director Pam Jones opened 
Friday night with a powerful message on drawing near to 
the Lord. She highlighted the relationship between Ruth 
and Boaz and related it to the relationship between Christ 
and His church. 
 Saturday morning Alicia Harris gave an anointed 
devotion about Ruth being a woman of valor and worth, 
emphasizing that when Ruth put her hope in the Lord and 
her hands to work, her deliverance came. Marie Carroll  
Ally Thompson, and Stephanie Ferrell also blessed the 
ladies with devotions on courage, strength and wisdom. 
Saturday night we enjoyed a Mission presentation by 

Daron Miller, Assistant Mission Director. He highlighted 
mission endeavors for which the ladies of Zion worked 
diligently in raising funds. Before the end of the service, 
we heard powerful testimonies of God’s healing touch, 
both physically and spiritually, by Dorothy Clardy, Deanna 
Sanner, and Ashley Davis.  
 The retreat ended Sunday morning with prayer 
and the anointing of prayer cloths, as well as a dynamic   
message by Kim Erwin. Each lady was encouraged to take 
the prayer cloths and make a connection to at least one 
soul for the Lord. Throughout the weekend we enjoyed 
fellowship, good food, and interesting classes. Pamela 
Jones is to be commended for her diligence in work and 
prayer in overseeing the ladies’ ministry and directing the 
eastern retreat.  Mandy Thompson, reporter

Ninety-five Ladies

Sixteen
First-timers!

Ruth 3.11
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West Coast School April 5-10, 2020

Week one: Greek - Wanda Busbee
  Gospel of the Kingdom of God - Wade H. Phillips
  Doctrine of the Holy Scriptures - Anton Burnette
  The Epistles of Paul - Bruce Sullivan
Post Grad: Gospel of the Kingdom of God - Wade H. Phillips
  The Epistles of Paul - Bruce Sullivan
  

Cleveland School May 3-15, 2020

Week one: Greek - Wanda Busbee

  The Kingdom of God & the Church - Wade H. Phillips

  Abstract of Faith 1: Illicit Relationships, Unequally Yoked, Alcohol and Drugs,
   Profanity & Swearing, Worldly Entertainment - Anton Burnette

  Abstract of Faith 2: Sabbath & Meats & Drinks, Personal Prayer, Personal Bible   
  Study, Church Attendance & Worship, Walking Circumspectly - Bruce Sullivan 

  Life of Christ - Bruce Sullivan

Week Two: Greek - Wanda Busbee

  Doctrine of the Holy Scriptures - Anton Burnette
  Abstract of Faith - The Sanctity of Life, the Human Body, and Marriage - 
   Bruce Sullivan
  Holiness/Pentecostal History & Theology - Bruce Sullivan

Post Grad: Gospel of the Kingdom of God; Abstract of Faith—The Sanctity of Life, Human   
   Body, and Marriage - Wade H. Phillips  

Application is found on website: 
  zionassemblychurchofgod.com

Application Form
First & Second Term & Post Graduate

Theme: Equipped to be His Witnesses
Name ________________________________________________

     Address _______________________________________________

Phone Number_______________E-mail _______________________

Local Church____________________Pastor ___________________

Phone number where you will be staying or your cell number
_________________________________

The School of Ministry Institute off ers a One-Week and aTwo-Week Tract
Also a Post-Graduate Course

CHECK ONE

School of Ministry Institute
Location_________________
Year_____________________

Zion Assembly Church of God

          One-Week Track

          Two-Week Track

          Post Graduate

Tuition: $100.00

Tuition: $150.00

Tuition:  $75.00

Date _________________
Date _________________
Date _________________

I am a 1st year student_________2nd year student__________Post-Graduate________

Payment: Cash__________Check#_____________

CALIFORNIA: APRIL 5-10, 2020
CLEVELAND: MAY 3-15, 2020

SMI2020

School of Ministry Institute
SMI2020SMI

Equipped to be His Witnesses
Th eme
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March World
Mission Drive

Reaping the Harvest

God help us to hear and feel the desperate cries of the 
lost of this world, and also to hear the voice of the Lord 
saying, “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers 
are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
will send forth labourers into his harvest” (Mt. 9.37-38).
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away the moister and nutrients which are meant to feed 
and water the good seed sown in the believer’s heart, 
which in turn dwarf the believer and makes him weak 
and unfruitful.

 4. “Good-Ground Christians” are self-
evident: they are they who “hear the word, [receive 
it], and understand it; which also beareth fruit, and 
bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty” (Mt. 13.8, 23; Mk. 4.8, 20). Luke adds 
that these believers have “an honest and good heart”
(Lu. 8.15). They are sincere and transparent; like 
Nathanael, they are “Israelites indeed in whom are 
no guile” (Jn. 1.47).

There are always in every generation those 
that hear the Word of the kingdom and receive the 
grace of God into their hearts with a settled and 
fi xed disposition, even an unmovable resolution to 
serve God and to run the race and cross the fi nish 
the line triumphantly. The apostle Paul was such a 
one. Chained in Roman bondage and facing death, 
he could yet write young Timothy with a sense of 
victory and even cheerfulness. He did not fear death 
but welcomed it, knowing he was but a “sting” away 
from that glorious crown of life that shortly would be 
placed upon his noble head. He wrote, 

“For I am now ready to be off ered, and the 
time of my departure is at hand. I have fought 
a good fi ght, I have fi nished my course, I 
have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them that love his appearing” (2 Tim. 4.6-8; 
see also 1 Cor. 9.24-27). 

Jesus admonished and pleaded with the believers in the 
church at Philadelphia to “hold that fast which thou 
hast, that no man take thy crown” (Rev. 3.11). His 
brother, James, also admonished the church, saying, 
“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, for 
when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promised to them that love 
him” (Jas. 1.12).                         
         Good-ground believers “hear the word” of 
the kingdom “and understand it” (Mt. 13.23), that 
is, they remain steadfast in the faith and cling to the 
hope of the Gospel and so grasp little by little an 
understanding of the kingdom and the glorious plan 
of God. And the more they understand it, the more 
fi xed they become to stand fast in the hope of it. Their 
hope in the promises of God in turn creates in them 

a desire to work for the Lord and to bring forth fruit, 
and to continue to increase their fruitfulness, “some 
thirty, some sixty, some a hundred” (Mk. 4.8). 
 Luke adds that these Good-ground believers 
“bring forth fruit with patience” (Lu. 8.15); that 
is, they fi ght their way through affl  ictions, trials and 
tribulations to steadily and patiently bear fruit for the 
glory of the Lord, laboring tirelessly to win souls, 
edify the church, and fulfi ll its mission in the world. 
 It is diffi  cult to know perfectly what is meant 
by the various degrees of fruitfulness among the 
Good-ground believers, that is, some producing 
thirtyfold, some sixtyfold, and some hundredfold. In 
view of the “fruit of righteousness” and holiness, all 
are “made righteous” by faith (Rom. 5.19) and are 
“made free from sin” (Jn. 8.32; Rom. 6.18) through 
“sanctifi cation of the Spirit” (1 Thess. 4.3-7; 5.23; 
2 Thess. 2.13; 1 Pet. 1.2) and thus all have their 
“fruit unto holiness” (Rom. 6.19-22). But regarding 
soul-winning and spiritual reproduction, there are 
diff erences of abilities and gifts: for certainly in the 
kingdom and the church in this dispensation there 
are those who are more gifted than others: and some 
gifts are more excellent than others (Lu. 12.48; 1 Cor.
12.4-11, 23-30; 13.2, 11-13). Then again, soul-winning 
to some degree is a learned skill as well as the “fruit of 
the righteous” (Prov. 11.30; 1 Cor. 9.1, 16-23; 1 Pet.
3.1-2). It may be, however, that in some regions of the 
world, people are more receptive to the Gospel than 
in other regions, just as the Jews in Berea were noble 
than the Jews in Thessalonica, who “received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
scriptures daily” to prove the message that Paul and 
Silas had preached to them (Acts 17.11). Or, yet, it 
may be that some believers live longer than others and 
so longevity enables them to produce more. Whatever 
the case may be, we may be sure that once we put 
our hand to the plow, we must not look back, for in 
so doing we become “unfi t for the kingdom of God”
(Lu. 9.62). We should therefore fi x our hearts on the 
task, set our eyes on the mark, and seek to “increase”
our fruitfulness for the Lord and the church. For Jesus 
said, “Herein is my Father glorifi ed, that ye bear 
much fruit, so shall ye be my disciples” (Jn. 15.8), 
and again, “ . . . I have chosen you, and ordained 
you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, and 
that your fruit should remain . . .” (v. 16). 

“He that hath ears to hear, let him hear”
(Mt. 13.9; Mk. 4.9, Lu. 8.8)

The Sower, the Seed, and the Soil
Continued from p. 7 
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Int’l Offices Complex Update

The International Offices Complex is 
coming  along despite setbacks from 
inclement weather.  Brick is being laid 
and windows installed, along with roofing 
and interior work. Electrical work and 
plumbing are nearly complete. Kitchen 
appliances have been selected and 
preparation has been made for installation 
of the fireplace in the banquet room.

Left Side View

Left side view of staircase leading to balcony 
in front entrance

Corridor now connects existing building to new 
Int’l Offices Complex
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KJV: “For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour 
them that are tempted”
NKJ: “For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid 
those who are tempted”
NIV: “Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help 
those who are being tempted”

Heb. 2:18Worth thinking about: 

Greek Word:  Boēthéō (βοηθέω)

Phonetic Pronunciation: (ba-a-theh'o)- -

In the above translations, the words “succour,”  “aid,” 
and “help” are used to convey the idea that Christ 
provides help during a time of temptation.  Though each 
of these words is correct, the English equivalent does 
not carry the depth of meaning that may be gleaned 
from the original text. The Greek word boetheo is 
actually made up of two words meaning “a shout or 
cry” and “to run.” When put together, it conveys the 
idea that one comes running with a sense of urgency 
upon a cry for help. Further, this ancient word was 
originally a military word in response to a critical or 
urgent need.
 In Matthew’s writings, we are told to be “wise 
as serpents,” and not to be naive concerning the devil’s 
schemes. Peter also admonished to “[be] sober, be 
vigilant; because your adversary the devil walketh 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” 
There are times, however, that the enemy may catch us 
“unawares,” but that doesn’t mean we are stranded. 
God knows the cries and tears of His children, and He 
certainly knows the sound of a sincere cry for help, as 
in a distress signal—“mayday, mayday, mayday; I’m 
going down; help me Lord!” The Lord doesn’t turn a 
deaf ear, nor does He have a heart of stone. He comes 
running to rescue. Praise the Lord!
 Crying out is the second point worth thinking 
about: a cry for help must be made. The Lord Himself 
beckons us to call upon Him: “And call upon me in 
the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorify me” (Ps. 50.15). If we’re at work, in our car, 
at a friend’s house, and find ourselves in a potentially 

compromising situation, or perhaps sinking in 
discouragement and feeling overwhelmed, there’s no 
time to waste; cry out to God! We don’t have to sink 
further in despair and perish, for it is not God’s will 
that anyone should perish. If an earthly father would 
dive in to save a drowning son, how much greater will 
our heavenly Father take action to rescue His children 
from the clutches of the enemy. He is ready and willing 
to rescue those in distress. 
 There’s no limit to what God can do when we 
call upon Him. He can change the course of an event 
that would otherwise ensnare a child of God. I know 
that for a fact as He has gloriously done it for me. 
The Holy Spirit can help us recall a deadline which if 
missed would put our job in jeopardy and damage our 
reputation. I know that for a fact, too; He’s done it for 
me. Rather than lighten our load, the Lord may choose 
to strengthen our shoulders. He’s done it for me, and 
He’ll do it for you.
 If we find ourselves in a situation similar to 
the one the apostle Paul related to Timothy, “no man 
stood with me, but all men forsook me,” let us not 
sink in pity and give the devil yet a greater foothold. 
Rather reflect on what he further told Timothy: “And 
the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and 
will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen” (2 Tim. 4.18).
 In contrast, a lesson can be learned from the 
church in the wilderness for not crying out to God, 
but instead turned to murmuring and complaining 
about God’s seemingly lack of provision (Ex. 16.3).

Wanda Busbee
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God knew they needed food and water in the desert, 
but He wanted them to call upon Him so they could see 
His marvelous handiwork and glorify Him. The Lord 
did eventually provide food and water in spite of their 
ungracious attitude, but their hardened hearts were not 
changed. Yet again, they murmured and complained, 
this time about the manna—the very thing that God 
had provided. God brought judgment and sent serpents 
to help them realize their sin:

“And the people spake against God, and against 
Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out 
of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is 
no bread, neither is there any water; and our 
soul loatheth this light bread. And the LORD 
sent fi ery serpents among the people, and they 
bit the people; and much people of Israel died. 
Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, 
We have sinned, for we have spoken against the 
LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, 
that he take away the serpents from us. And 
Moses prayed for the people” (Num. 21.5-7).

 Had the children in the wilderness not hardened 
their hearts, their songs and worship would have been 
much sweeter—sung not just from their lips, but from 
their hearts. Consider a song we sing today. How 
appropriate the words to refl ect an almighty God:

Look what the Lord has done
Look what the Lord has done
He healed my body
He touched my mind
He saved me it was just in time
I’m gonna praise His name
Each day He’s just the same
Come on and praise Him
Look what the Lord has done

 Finally, there is no greater action God could 
have taken to rescue mankind than to do what he did:  
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3.16). There 
is no one like Jesus, and He is there for us if we will cry 
out to Him: “Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he 
shall sustain thee: he shall never suff er the righteous 
to be moved [or shaken]” (Ps. 55.22).  Also, “For we 
have not an high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infi rmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4.15.)(Heb. 4.15.)

Zion Assembly
2019 assembly minutes

Ordering Information
16th Annual General Assembly Minutes

Minutes have gone to the press.
You can order now.

Make checks payable to Zion Assembly
P.O. Box 2398

Cleveland, TN  37320-2398

or

Pay online at website:
zionassemblychurchofgod.com

$7.00 plus $2 shipping

Complete Set of Minutes
(2004-2019)

$72.00 plus $7 shipping
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