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See Outstanding Assembly Messages, pp. 4-7, 10-11 and
last two Sections of Presidng Bishop’s Address on pp. 12-15

Editorials . . .
The Walls are Going Up!
“And [Solomon] built the walls of the house within . . .
both the floor of the house, and the walls” (1 Kg. 6.15).
It is exciting to see the foundation of our new building program completed and the walls of the first floor
in place (see pics on pp. 8-9). The elevator shaft has been built, and we expect the deck of the second floor
to be laid and the second-floor walls to be in place by the time our readers receive this edition of the VOZ.
Regular pictorial updates of the progress on the building will be given in the next few issues of the paper.
Our wonderful people are to be congratulated for their liberal giving and faithful labors to transform
this vision into a material reality. For several years many of our people have given by faith in expectation
of seeing their faith-giving materialize. Our appeal in the last Assembly was no different---our people gave
more than $80,000 in cash and pledges. This wonderful outpouring of cheerful giving made our hearts rejoice
and glorify the Lord! (So far more than $45,000 of earnest money has come into the General Treasury in
fulfillment of the pledges).
It is worth noting that in the midst of the exciting building program in Solomon’s day, the Lord reminded
him and the people of the divine purpose behind the material building: namely, that the “true tabernacle” of
God is composed of the “people of God” (Heb. 8.2-5)---a people whose hearts are fixed to live according to
“all” of the statutes and commandments of the Lord and to [“execute all of His judgments”]. We are called
and being qualified by the Spirit of the Lord to “show forth the praises [perfections] of Him who hath
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Pet. 2.9), that is, to show forth the glory of the Lord!  

“Concerning this house which thou art in building, if thou wilt
walk in My statutes, and execute My judgments, and keep all My
commandments to walk in them; then will I perform My word with
thee, which I spake unto David thy father: And I will dwell among
the children of Israel, and will not forsake My people Israel. So
Solomon built the house, and finished it” (1 Kg. 6.12-14).
The building that we are constructing is therefore in some sense only a “shadow” of our [“heavenly
nature and purpose”] in the church. Our International Ministries Complex is of course convenient and
especially helpful, but the church is essentially “lively stones . . . built up a spiritual house” (1 Pet. 2.5),
that is, it is visible and corporate, but its members [“stones”] are alive [quickened] in the Spirit and formed
together in to a “spiritual house.”  Accordingly, the apostle Paul thus says regarding the individual members
of the church, “In whom all the building fitly framed together growth unto a holy temple in the Lord. In
whom ye also are [being built] together for a habitation of God through the Spirit” (Eph. 2.21-22).
The facilities that we are building are therefore just that, “facilities!” They are material buildings to
facilitate the message that we are embodying and proclaiming to the world. These facilities will provide
space, storage rooms, restrooms, classrooms, offices, equipment, tools, technology, computer and internet
hook-ups, wi-fi, lecterns, a library, a kitchen, fellowship hall, etc. to help enable us to “thoroughly furnish”
our ministers, mission workers, support ministry directors, camp directors, etc. with the knowledge and
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---Neh. 4.6

WITNESSES OF WHO HE IS
Note: this message was delivered by Bishop Bruce Sullivan during
the 16th Annual General Assembly on September 3, 2019.

“When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom
do men say that I the Son of man am? And they
said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist:
some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of
the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom
say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered
and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God. And Jesus
answered and said
unto him, Blessed art
thou, Simon Barjona:
for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it
unto thee, but my
Father which is in
heaven. And I say also
unto thee, That thou
art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build
my church; and the
gates of hell shall not
prevail against it. And I
will give unto thee the
keys of the kingdom
of
heaven:
and
whatsoever thou shalt
bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Mt.
16.13-19).

you night and day for over 3 years. You have watched
Me and you have heard Me teach. Who do you say that
I am?]” Without hesitation Peter cried out, [“I know
who you are! You are the Christ, the Son of the Living
God”]. Jesus said, “Blessed art thou Simon Barjona,
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but
my Father which is in Heaven.” He was exhorting
Peter never to forget he had been blessed of God to
receive a spiritual
revelation of His actual
identity. Aren’t you
glad today that you
have been blessed with
a revelation of who
Jesus is?
Peter had a
spiritual understanding
of who Jesus is. He
wasn’t simply the
Messiah. He was the
“Son of the Living
God.” This was not
something the Jews
had understood about
the Messiah.
They
believed the Messiah
was the “Son of
David,” but Peter had
a spiritual revelation that Jesus was the “Son of the
LIVING God.” Notice His Father is the LIVING
God. All other gods are idols, inanimate objects,
created by man’s imaginations. However, the true
God is not inanimate; He is LIVING and Jesus is His
only begotten Son.
Jesus is more than a prophet. He is more than
a holy man. He is more than a philosopher. He is
the eternal Son of the eternal Father. He is part of
the three-in-one God which we call the “Trinity.” The
nature of the Trinity is a great mystery. It is beyond
human comprehension or man’s ability to fully explain.
There are three persons but ONE God. 1 John 5:7 says,
“For there are three that bear record in heaven, the

My subject tonight is “Witnesses of Who He
(Jesus) Is.” When I first received this topic, my mind
immediately went to Jesus’ conversation with the
apostles on the road to Caesarea Philippi recorded in
Matthew 16. There, Jesus asked his disciples, “Whom
do men say that I, the son of man, am?” They
responded, [“Some say you are John the Baptist come
back to life. Some say you are Elijah, Jeremiah or one
of the prophets”]. Then Jesus said, [“I have been with
4

to the position of a philosopher, a holy man, a prophet.  
They seek a compromise with true Christians by giving
Jesus some validity, yet, at the same time purporting
He is no more than other philosophers, other holy
men, or other prophets.  However, the church knows
better, for we have received a revelation: “He is the
Christ, the Son of the Living God!” He was more
than a philosopher, more than a holy man or a prophet.  
He was God manifested in the flesh, the “express
image” or the exact representation of the Father (Heb.
1.3). In John 14.8 Philip said, “Show us the Father.”
Jesus responded, “He that hath seen Me hath seen
the Father.”
Who is He?   He is “the way, the truth, and
the life” (Jn. 14.6).  He is the way or means of gaining
entrance into the Father’s House and God’s eternal
Kingdom.  He is not one of many ways.  He is THE
way.  He is “God’s Lamb” who came to take away the
sins of the world.  He is the only means of salvation,
“neither is there Salvation in any other” (Acts 4.12).  
He is the bread which came down from Heaven of
which if a man partakes, he will live forever (Jn. 6.3335).  He is the “Rock” which was smitten and brought
forth a fountain of “living water” (1 Cor. 10.4).  Now
we simply need to ask of the “Rock,” and He will give
us living water.  He is the “Life,” meaning He is the
source of Eternal life. He is the “Truth,” the revelation
of where we came from, why we are here, and where
we are going. Therefore, Paul wrote, “In Him are hid
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col.
2.3) and again, “Christ, the power of God and the
wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1.24).    
When the writer of Hebrews wrote, “Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb.
13.8), he was saying more than that Jesus is eternal;  
He was saying, [“It has always been about Jesus.  It
was the same yesterday, it is the same today, and it
will be the same forever!”].   Jesus is the physical
and ultimate revelation of the right ways of God. As
members of the church, we have received a mutual
revelation of who He is. It is the church’s job to witness
to the world regarding who HE is.  We not only tell the
world that Jesus is the Son of God, we witness to the
world who the Son of God is. We do this by teaching
men His words. We teach what He likes and dislikes.
The church was established and designed for this
purpose.  We are a corporate, united witness for Jesus.  
Together we act as the “light of the world, a city set
upon a hill” (Mt. 5.14) and the “body of Christ” (1
Cor. 12.27). Our mission to witness regarding who

Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these
three are one.” As the Son of God, Jesus was God
manifest in the flesh.  John calls him the “Word”
in the scripture just cited and throughout chapter
one of this Gosepl. John’s Gospel is unique among
the Gospels. While Matthew, Mark, and Luke
focused on giving a narrative of Jesus’ life, John
was more focused on declaring who Jesus was and
is. Therefore John starts his Gospel by saying, “In
the beginning was the Word and the Word was
with God and the Word was God …and the Word
(God) became flesh and dwelt among us (and we
beheld His glory, the glory of the only begotten
of the Father) full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1.1,
14).  In v. 10 he says, “He was in the world, and
the world was made by him, and the world knew
him not.” This same apostle says that this man of
whom he is writing, who was born a human being in
Bethlehem, existed before that time, and therefore,  
His birth in Bethlehem was not His beginning. In
John 17.5 Jesus Himself spoke of the “glory He
shared with the Father before the world began.”
In John 8.58, He proclaimed His eternal deity when
He boldly said, “Before Abraham was I AM.”
In Philippians 2.6 the apostle Paul said, Jesus
“thought it not robbery to be equal with God.”
Jesus was no ordinary man!  A body was formed
in the womb of a virgin to house the Son of God,
the Word of God, the Lamb of God. His body was
formed so God could physically manifest Himself
in the world and die for the sins of man.  In Luke
1.35 the angel told Mary, “The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee: therefore, also that holy
thing which shall be born of thee shall be called
the Son of God.”
When Christ was born in Bethlehem, it
was God coming unto His own.  As the songwriter
said, “Mary did you know, when you kissed the
little baby you kissed the face of God.” Isaiah 9.6
says, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful
(‘filled with wonder and glory’), Counsellor
(‘Instructor and Guide’), The mighty God (‘the
Omnipotent Creator’), The everlasting Father
(‘the eternal Patriarch and source of life and all
things’), The Prince of Peace (‘Peaceful Ruler
who brings peace’).
There are those who would relegate Christ
5

building dedicated to the worship of a Jesus who saves
the unrepentant.  However, the Jesus of the Bible said,
“Except you repent, you will all likewise perish”
(Lu. 13.3). Don’t assume therefore that just because
someone says he worships “Jesus” that he is talking
about your Jesus, the Jesus of the Bible.
The world is filled with false Jesuses.
Protestantism was built on creating unity based upon
tolerating anyone who professes faith in JESUS.  This
has created an environment conducive for the creation
of false Christs. Children of God cannot have unity
with “idols” even if those idols are called Jesus. 2 Cor.
6.16-18 says, “And what agreement hath the temple
of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living
God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk
in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be
my people. Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”
In Rome, there are the remains of a temple
called the “Pantheon.”  This word means “all gods.”  
Thus, the building is a place dedicated to the worship
of   all gods. No matter what god you worship, you
could worship it at the Pantheon. I’m afraid many
congregations have become pantheons instead of
churches. Their buildings are filled with people
worshipping their own custom-made Jesus. Whatever
beliefs your “Jesus” stands for, it is welcomed at their
pantheon. Because these so-called churches are built
on tolerance, with no clear declaration of who Jesus
is, every week their worship services are filled with
worshippers of the true Jesus alongside those who
worship an idol called “Jesus” created out of their
own imagination. They build “Pantheons” because
it is much easier to grow a “Pantheon” than it is to
grow a true church of God! After all, when building
a “Pantheon” you need not limit your membership to
the worshippers of the ONE TRUE JESUS!  You can
open your membership up to those who worship any
Jesus.   However, the true church is not a Pantheon
created and conditioned by tolerance.  It is the House
of the ONLY LIVING GOD!   The real church is
not a Pantheon filled with worshippers of various
“Jesuses” with various belief systems, but the true
church is filled with people who have a MUTUAL
UNDERSTANDING of the Divine revelation of who
He is. This is the ROCK on which the true church is
built.

He is, is vitally important because there is so much
deception in the world today. The world is filled with
people who have created what Paul called, “another
Jesus” (2 Cor. 11.4) and by doing so have fulfilled
prophecy by filling the world with “false christs” (Mt.
24.24).  
In our mall in Greenville, South Carolina,
there is a store called “Build a Bear.” You can take
your children to this store, and they can design their
own “Teddy Bear.” You choose the fur and the clothes
you want it to have. You then stuff it and take it home
as your own personal custom-made “Teddy Bear.”
Many people today have built their own personal,
custom-made Jesus. To do so, they simply take the
name “Jesus” and stuff it with whatever doctrines
that suit them. They treat the doctrines of Jesus as a
smorgasbord, saying, “I’ll take this and leave that.”  
They then take their custom-made Jesus with them
and worship it.
According to Acts 17.29, this is the very
definition of idolatry.  It is a “god” created out of man’s
art and imagination.  Any Jesus which does not match
the Jesus of the Bible is a false Jesus. It is an idol!  It
is our job to warn people about creating a false Jesus
or following a false Jesus someone else has created.  
We must warn them that when they appear before the
judgment seat of the Christ, they won’t stand before a
“Build a Jesus.” They will stand before the real Jesus.  
In Mt. 7.22-23 Jesus warned, “Many will say to me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in
thy name done many wonderful works? And then
will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity.”
Today, we are surrounded by idol temples
where false Christs are worshiped. In fact, some
churches have a BYOJ policy, that is, “Bring Your
Own Jesus.”  They don’t tell you who Jesus is.  They
let you tell them who your Jesus is.  Down the street
you may find a building dedicated to the worship of
a Jesus which embraces homosexuality as righteous
behavior sanctioned by Christ.  However, that isn’t the
real Jesus. Paul says the real Jesus will not allow them
to inherit the Kingdom of God unless they repent (1
Cor. 6.9).   Down the street you may find a building
dedicated to a Jesus who doesn’t have a problem
with divorce and remarriage. However, the New
Testament Jesus said if you divorce your spouse and
marry another, you commit adultery (Mk. 10.11-12).
You must repent. Down the street you might find a
6

We are called to be a corporate body with a mutual
understanding of the Divine Revelation of God. We
are to be “Perfectly joined together, speaking the
same thing, having the same mind, and the same
judgment” (1 Cor. 1.10). The revelation of the “True
Christ” is forever recorded in the New Testament, and
we are dedicated to that Jesus. Our revelation of the
true Jesus of the Bible doesn’t change with changing
times and changing societal norms and morals.
It is forever built on God’s Word. The church is a
corporate fellowship that has a mutual understanding
and shines a corporate light to the world. Only united
together, with the Bible as our only source, can we
reveal to the world the true Jesus. Therefore, we are
witnesses TOGETHER OF WHO HE IS.
To present a mutual revelation of Christ to
the world, the church must have corporate, universal
government and must hold its members universally
accountable to the biblical standard of Christ
(Eph. 4.11-14). We can’t have ROGUE members
and ROGUE congregations teaching their own
understanding of Jesus. We must be ONE with a
MUTUAL understanding.
The church will accomplish its goal. It cannot
be stopped. God has declared it indestructible.
Jesus has already declared “The gates of Hell shall
not prevail against it” (Mt. 16.18). That is the
unchangeable Word of God. You can blow the church
into a million pieces and scatter those pieces to the
wind, but those pieces will come back together, for
He is going to “present [the church] to Himself a
glorious church without spot or wrinkle” (Eph. 5.27).
You can scatter the sheep to the four winds, but they
will hear the Shepherd’s voice and “there shall be one
fold, and one Shepherd” (Jn. 10.16). The members
of the body can be as scattered bones, but they will
hear the Word of the Lord and feel the wind blowing
and come together (Ezek. 37).
We thus cry out to every saint of God “Come
out from among them.” This is what the “ekklesia”
of God is. It is those who have been “called out of
their individualism into a single body with a mutual
understanding of Christ,” declaring to the world who
Christ is! Join with us in witnessing to the world the
divine revelation of Christ!

Eastern International
Women’s Retreat
February 21-23, 2020
Contact: Pamela Jones
812-620-0052
Application available on website:
zionassemblychurchofgod.com

Embrace
the
Experience
A weekend of fun,
joy, and spiritual
renewal for the
ladies of Zion

Western International
Women’s Retreat
January 10-12, 2020
Contact: Rosie Ramirez
951-966-7862
Application available on website:
zionassemblychurchofgod.com

“O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt
His name together” (Ps. 34.3).
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Witnesses Through Education
Note: this message was preached by Anton Burnette, director of Education, in the
16th Annual General Assembly on September 6, 2019.
“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Mt. 28.18-20).
not preaching doctrine, you are not really preaching
anything. The experiences of the Holy Ghost are
understood according to the doctrine of Christ.
Preaching and teaching work together
in the administration of the church. When the Bible
talks about pastors and teachers, it is referring to
pastor-teachers. If you are a pastor, you should be
teaching. One of the biblical
qualifications of pastors and
overssers is that you must be
“apt to teach.” I’ve heard some
preachers tell me, “I’m not really
a good teacher.” Well, you may
not really be a good preacher
either. I don’t mean academic
professor-type teaching, I’m
talking about taking a principle
or doctrine from the Word of
God and then being able to
deposit that into somebody else.
Biblical pastors and overssers
should be able to make and train
disciples.

We see in the Great Commission a task
assigned to God’s church particularily, though other
Christians have assisted in its fulfillment. It’s God’s
expressed will and purpose for the church to fulfill
this sacred commission---to go out and do what He
ordered to be done. In His commission we see the
message, authority, and geographical scope of what
the church is to complete. We see
in the education department,
including our Bible college,
a mighty ministry and force
to help complete the Great
Commission.

The Authority of the
Great Commission--“All Power”
Prior to the Great
Commission, Christ proclaimed
and exemplified the authority
involved. He said He had been
given “all power in heaven
and earth.” The authority to
complete the Great Commission
therefore resides wholly in Jesus
Christ. But He has equipped,
empowered, and mandated His
church [us!] to fulfill it. It is our solemn duty therefore
to fulfill the great task that He has given to us.
There is an educational component in the
Great Commission. When I was in the independent
Pentecostal world, I heard many times someone say,
“I don’t want to hear about doctrine.” But I would
think, then what are you preaching every Sunday?
The word doctrine means teaching. What we’re told
to preach is the doctrine of God, meaning if you are

The Scope of the
Great Commission--“All Nations”
The church’s designated scope is all nations. It is
therefore a worldwide commission. We have a hub
(headquarters) of operations in Cleveland, Tennessee,
but we have local centers around the world (churches
and missions). The education department of the
church must equip ministers to go into all the
world with the same rule of faith and discipline.
As the military trains men prior to sending them
to the battlefield, the church must train ministers
10

We are developing a worldview within the
students. The dominant culture of this land has become
Antichrist in nature and unholy. We are therefore
countercultural in nature. We are light in the darkness,
lifting up the standard of holiness in an unholy world.
We are not interested in trying to compete with others
in our educational endeavors. The message that we
teach and preach is in many respects peculiar. In this
sense, we don’t have any competition. I am not saying
that our Bible college is going to be in every way better
than other colleges. I’m saying that we are different.
The academic objective and rigor of the first
classes of the Bible college will be similar to an
The Message of the
Associate Degree from a secular university, but the
Great Commission--- “All Things”
spiritual rigor and doctrinal content will be much
different. We will stay consistent with the Word of
The message that we are teaching is the “good
God and under the direction of the Holy Ghost.
news of the kingdom,” but this includes “all things
And we are determined to stay different. We are
whatsoever I have commanded you,” not just some
not building a liberal arts university to work separately
things that Jesus said, but “all things.” We are thankful
from the church, but rather consistent with it. Our
for Holy Ghost-filled men
Bible college is part
and women in the kingdom “We are thankful for Holy Ghost- of the educational arm
of God for what they are
of the church and will
teaching and preaching, filled men and women in the kingdom always work under the
but they cannot fulfill all of God for what they are teaching authority of the church
that the church is called to
and its leadership,
teach and to do; for the Lord and preaching, but they cannot fulfill and
be
consistent
prepared and commissioned all that the church is called to teach with the rulings of the
His church specifically to
General Assembly and
complete the task. Only this and to do; for the Lord prepared the guidance of the
specially covenanted body
and commissioned His church Presiding Bishop.
is therefore fully qualifed to
I believe we are
do it. “Other sheep” cannot specifically to complete the task. raising up a generation
do it unless they become
Only this specially covenanted body right now that is going
part of the church, for it is
to preach and teach the
the church’s mandate given is therefore fully qualifed to do it.”
same Gospel. We are not
by Christ to fulfill.
going to compromise;
Our educational view is not one of neutrality.
we’re not going to go some other way. The Education
God is the starting point of education, and the Bible is
Department of Zion Assembly is not going to fall into
the textbook for all of life. The beginning of wisdom
some sort of academic click or separate entity that will
is the fear of the Lord. The beginning of knowledge
attempt to change and water-down the Gospel.
is the fear of the Lord. Without Christ we can do
We don’t want to build a distinct educational
nothing, but with Christ we can do all things.
class within the church; rather, we want to establish
The Word of God is our standard of truth. We
ministers in the truth and power of the Gospel, to
do not attempt to teach the Word according to our
thoroughly equip and settle them in the Word of
opinions, but rather we operate under the divinely
God and give them a global vision of the work of the
authorized teaching of the General Assembly (Acts
Lord. We want to fulfill the Great Commission, and
15.1-16.5). Outside of this God-ordained system
our Education Department and Bible college will be
is a world of chaos, confusion and a mass of selfinstrumental in accomplishing these noble goals.
contradictions.
prior to sending them forth into the harvest fields.
Zion Assembly ministers cannot teach all nations
unless they themselves have been thoroughly taught.
The church’s educational center here in
Cleveland needs to be built up so that from here
the powerful arm of our educational program can
go out to the nations. We are not interested in just
impacting a small group of people; our prophetic
vision is that the educational arm of the church will be
instrumental in fulfilling the Great Commission---in
reaching “all nations” with the true Gospel of Christ.
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Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address
September 7, 2019

Section III
Future Ministers and Leaders
Zion Assembly is blessed with enthusiastic
and vibrant children and youth ministries. We can be
thankful for every hour spent working with our young
people and for every dollar invested in the education
and training of the next generation. It is impossible to
quantify the impact that these outreaches will have on
the future of Zion Assembly.

face of the frame as it entered. In the same instant a
strong and majestic voice declared, “The quality goes
in before the name goes on!”
The quality of the church in the next generation
depends almost entirely on the quality of the young
men and women we are training today for future
leadership in the church. A.J. Tomlinson wrote in his
1912 annual address:

“Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace
that is in Christ Jesus.
And the things that thou
hast heard among many
witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who
shall be able to teach others
also” (2 Tim. 2.1-2).

“[The ministry] is the most
important part of [our work]
and should be guarded
the most carefully. In the
ministry is vested the very
life of the church---a straight
ministry, a straight church; a
crooked ministry, a crooked
church; an unwise ministry,
an unwise church. Like
priest, like people. A stream
can never flow higher than
its source. A church can
never advance higher than its
ministry.”
Since the enemy has not
been able to weaken the resolve
of us older ones here today who
have taken a stand for the truth
and refuse to compromise or give
any ground to the adversary, he is
turning his attention to the youth of this generation in
an evil attempt to sidetrack the future course of the
church.

We need a long-term
plan of training and education to
develop in our young people the
fundamentals of our faith and
especially an ecclesiological
[“church”] consciousness, for
many of the future ministers
of Zion Assembly are currently
in our youth and children’s
ministries. The Sunday School
students of today will be our
Sunday School teachers in the
next 5-10 years. The young
people testifying in services today will be pastoring
churches in the next 10 years.
I recall a commercial on television that ran
for several months about sixty years ago. It was
promoting the superiority of Zenith television sets.
That one-minute commercial burned its way into my
mind and has stayed with me through all these years.
In the concluding few seconds of the commercial a
powerful bolt of lightning shot in a flash and entered
the television, branding the name “Zenith” onto the

“There arose another generation after them
which knew not the Lord, nor yet the works
which he had done for Israel” (Judg. 2.10).
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We must commit ourselves therefore to
thoroughly acquaint and instill in this generation of
young people sound biblical doctrine and a genuine,

transforming experience in the Holy Spirit. We need to
breathe into our young people the spirit of courage and
a resolute determination to continue to build the house
of God according to the “blueprint” of our glorious
Architect! (Heb. 8.5; 1 Cor. 3.10-15; Eph. 2.20). For
God desires true worshippers who will worship Him
in Spirit and in truth. The devil thinks we will fail to
train and inspire the next generation. He thinks he can
wait out the old guard and lay claim to our children
and grandchildren. But he is self-deceived. For we are
bound and determined to train up our children in the
way that they should go; for we have been promised that
when they are old, they will not depart from the basic
teaching and training they have received (Prov. 22.6).
We are confident that our sons and daughters
in this last days Zion will arise and prophesy (Joel
2.28-29; Acts 2.17-18). They will continue the
restoration vision that we began in 2004, and that our
fathers and mothers had dug out and established in
the late nineteenth- and early twentieth century, on
the very   foundation by Jesus and the Apostles laid
in the New Testament (Acts 2.42; Eph. 2.20). This
generation may well fulfill the great commission
and be living witnesses of the Rapture, “caught
up” together with the “dead in Christ” to meet
the Lord in the air---“a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and without blemish!”

planning the glorious venture, including collecting
and preparing the building materials and raising funds
for the massive project (1 Chron. 28.11-21; 29.1-9).
We have done no less in principle than David and
Solomon, and in some sense our project is more
grandiose and significant than the building of the
Old Testament temple: for the church under the New
Covenant is the true temple of the Lord---the very
dwelling place of God (Jer. 31.31-34; 32.40; 33.1416; 2 Cor. 3.2-3, 6-9; Eph. 2.19-22; Heb. 8.6-13; 9.115, 23-28). Still we have followed a similar pattern
as the Old Covenant church in the sense of casting
a vision, collecting materials, and raising funds and
making financial arrangements for our noble project
in this last days Zion. In fact, in the truest sense of
meaning, we are involved in something much more
glorious and significant than the building of the
old Temple: we are building God’s house on the
foundation of Christ and the apostles and the terms
of a “better covenant” and a “better sacrifice” with
“better promises” (Eph. 2.20; Heb. 7.22; 8.6; 9.23-26).
Remember Jesus’ words to His disciples regarding
the “buildings of the temple:” “See ye not all these
things? verily I say unto you, there shall not be
left here one stone upon another, that shall not be
thrown down” (Mt. 24.1-2).
On the other hand, this last days Zion shall
be under the terms of the New Covenant gloriously
“caught up” to meet Jesus in the air and dwell eternally
with Him in the New Jerusalem. The glorious visioncasting that we will be doing in the facilities of our
International Ministries Complex and the doctrine
that we will be teaching will give life and spiritual
power first to thousands around the world and then
to millions and then to tens-of-millions. We will be
teaching in the apostle words,

Section IV
Finishing what we have Started
“So Solomon built the house [temple],
and finished it.”
We rejoiced in announcing in the July
edition of the Voice of Zion that the new addition to
the International Ministries Complex was finally
underway after many years of dreaming, planning,
and preparing. The construction crews had begun to
move dirt and lay out the foundation of the building
on June 19th. This was the fulfillment of a vision that
had been first cast in 2009 and more precisely planned
out and perfected in the following years.  
The building of God’s house in Solomon’s day
was first cast in the mind and spirit of King David
and was finally constructed under the oversight of
Solomon. David had spent many years dreaming and

“ . . . the mystery which hath been hid from ages
and from generations, but now is made manifest
to his saints: To whom God would make known
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles [nations]; which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach,
warning every man, and teaching every man
in all wisdom; that we may present every
man perfect in Christ Jesus” (Col. 1.26-28).
Solomon had been called and consecrated for
the special task of building God’s house and began
the work 480 years after the children of Israel had
13

come out of Egypt (1 Kg. 6.1; 1 Chron. 28.9-10,
20; 29.10-19). The house of God was seven years in
construction. It’s intriguing to note how many times
the phrase, "So Solomon built the house, and finished
it” is repeated (1 Kg. 6.9, 14, 22, 38). The significance
seems to be that Solomon and the children of Israel
were diligent to finish what they had started, and
what God had inspired and commissioned them to do.
Recall Jesus’ admonition and warning in Lu. 14.28-30
in which He counsels us to [“sit down first, and count
the cost, to make sure we have sufficient to finish what
we have started.”] A careful study of the Lord’s words
here, however, shows that He has reference more to a
heartfelt and willful commitment to the work of the
Lord than to financial costs: the main point being that
we must be fully committed to make the prophetic
vision of the church become a reality: “for where your
treasure is, there will be your heart also.” If your
treasure is truly centered on fulfilling the church’s
God-ordained mission in this world, then there will
be your heart also---and your money!   
It was this glorious vision of the church--inspired and articulated by King David---that created
the positive and cheerful attitude in the people of God
to make the vision become a reality. He first passed
on the vision and zeal for the house of God to his son,
Solomon, and then to the people. He admonished
Solomon, saying,

of gold and silver” (1 Chron. 29.3) which he had
accumulated during his 40-year reign as king. It was
an enormous fortune---a 100 tons of gold and 250
tons of silver, equivalent to about 10 billion dollars
in today’s currency! His offering thus equated with
his devotion to God a sincere and heartfelt expression
of his love and adoration for the Lord and His house.
And the leaders and people of God followed
his example. Everyone gave liberally in proportion to
how God had blessed them. David had admonished
and encouraged the people, saying, “the work is
great, [and I have done all in my power to prepare for
the building of God’s house] . . . who then is willing
to consecrate [himself and his service] this day to the
LORD?” (vv. 1, 5). Then [the overseers and leaders of
the people] “offered [themselves] willingly [and gave
of their talents and material wealth---gold, silver,
jewels and precious stones into the treasury of the
house of God” [vv. 6-8].    
Now notice carefully v. 9. This was the key
to the success of building God’s house under the
Old Covenant, and it is the key today under the New
Covenant.

“And thou, Solomon my son, [know God and
serve Him with a perfect heart, and with a
willing mind: for the Lord searches all hearts,
and understands all imaginations of the
thoughts . . . Take heed now; for the Lord has
chosen thee to build a house for the sanctuary:
be strong and do it. Then David gave to
Solomon . . . the pattern of the house . . . of
God” (1 Chron. 28.9-12).

King David’s exaltation of the LORD and
prayer of thanksgiving in vv. 10-19 is amazingly
insightful and worth quoting here in full, for it reveals
more plainly the key that opened the door to God’s
favor and blessings on that building program. And
since we are assured that these things were written
and recorded for our learning and example (Rom.
15.4; 1 Cor. 10.6; Heb. 8.5) we may be assured that
the same Jehovah who was with the people of God
in the glory days of David and Solomon will enable
us to build His house in these last days and reach the
whole world [every nation] with the glorious Gospel
of Christ. We just need a joyful attitude and a perfect
and willing heart to serve Him and build His house.
May the LORD grant it to be so!

“Then the people rejoiced, for that they
offered willingly, because with a perfect heart
they offered willingly to the LORD: and
David the king also rejoiced with great joy.”

And he encouraged him again,
“Be strong and of good courage, and do it:
fear not, nor be dismayed: for [Jehovah] God,
even my God, will be with thee; He will not fail
thee, nor forsake thee, until thou hast finished
all the work for the service of the house of the
LORD” (v. 20).

“Wherefore David blessed the LORD before
all the congregation: and David said, Blessed
be thou, O LORD God of Israel our father, for
ever and ever. Thine, O LORD, is the greatness,
and the power, and the glory, and the victory,
and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven

It should not be overlooked that David had
“set [his] affection” [his delight/pleasure] for the
house of God so much so that he gave of his “own
proper good,” that is, his “own special treasure
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and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom,
O LORD, and thou art exalted as head above
all. Both riches and honor come of thee, and
thou reignest over all; and in thine hand is
power and might; and in thine hand it is to
make great, and to give strength unto all. Now
therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise
thy glorious name. But who am I, and what is
my people, that we should be able to offer so
willingly after this sort? For all things come of
thee and of thine own have we given thee. For
we are strangers before thee, and sojourners,
as were all our fathers: our days on the earth
are as a shadow, and there is none abiding.
O LORD our God, all this store that we have
prepared to build thee a house for thine holy
name cometh of thine hand and is all thine
own. I know also, my God, that thou triest the
heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. As for
me, in the uprightness of mine heart I have
willingly offered all these things: and now have
I seen with joy thy people, which are present
here, to offer willingly unto thee. O LORD
God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our
fathers, keep this forever in the imagination
of the thoughts of the heart of thy people,
and prepare their hearts unto thee: And give
unto Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep
thy commandments, thy testimonies, and thy
statutes, and to do all these things, and to build
the palace [temple], for the which I have made
provision” (vv. 10-19).

Editorials

Continued from page 3
skills to reach the whole world with the
glorious Gospel of Christ in the twenty-first
century. Praise the Lord!
But the facilities will not [and cannot] provide
spirituality! We will get that only on our knees
before the Lord, and by diligent study and
personal consecration. Only in that way---by
way of the altar and holy meditations before the
Lord will we become “...vessels unto honor,
sanctified, and meet for the Master’s use, and
prepared unto every good work” (2 Tim. 2.21).

Zion Assembly Bible College
and Seminary
Courses now available Online
One of the exciting new prospects in Zion
Assembly is the development of our Bible
college and seminary. Though it is now in its
infancy, we envision that it will make a great
impact on the church and help lead the way
to evangelize and disciple believers in every
nation on earth.

This whole prayer is an acknowledgement that
all we have materially, as well as spiritually, comes
from the Lord and belongs to Him; and that He has
given it all to us in expectation that a liberal portion of
it be given back to Him---“for all things come of thee
and of thine own have we given thee.” In other words,
we have nothing to boast of in our liberal giving, for
all that we have has been given to us graciously by
the LORD, that is, it all really belongs to the LORD.
It is only fitting therefore that we give back unto the
LORD cheerfully out of the abundance that He has
given to us. Or to put in the words of David, to “offer
willingly” with [“a perfect and affectionate heart and
mind”] and to “rejoice with great joy” for the privilege
of giving of our means to build God’s house (vv. 5-18).

Our first ever online course is now available
under the field of study of Ecclesiology
[“Doctrine of the Church”]. The course title is
“The Bible Church.” We will be introducing
a new online course approximately every two
months, so that when a student completes one
course, he/she can move on to the next one.
The first step one needs to take is to register
as a student. Go to zionassemblybiblecollege.
com and click the “Register Now” button and
fill out the form. If you have any questions or
issues with registration, just give us a call at
(423)-476-3337.

15

Voice of Zion
P.O. Box 2398
Cleveland, TN 37320-2398

NONPROFIT
US POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NO. 5
CLEVELAND TN

VOZ
Makes a great
gift for the
holidays!
Christmas is less than two months away.
Subscriptions for the VOZ would make
a great gift for family and friends. That’s
why I’m in Zion now: a good member
sent me a subscription for a year. Also
consider becoming a SYNC member
by subscribing two or more individuals.  
Think about it!
L.W. Carter,
Voice of Zion/SYNC Booster

