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It’s a Command, not an Option

Mk. 16.15 and Mt. 24.14

Editorials . . .

“2020 Vision”

It is said of a person who sees perfectly through his physical eyes that he has 2020 vision. This is our aim in
Zion Assembly for the year 2020. We will call it “2020 vision.” Our aim is to pray and seek the Lord until we see things
as God sees them. The apostle Paul says this is not only possible, but it is the will of God:
“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know
what is the hope of His calling, and what is the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, And what
is the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of His mighty
power” (Eph. 1.17-19).
We know that the Lord’s eyes go over all the earth (Rev. 5.6): and what is most striking to Him are the
multitudes of His creation groping in spiritual darkness (Jn. 4.35), having been blinded by the “god of this world”
(1 Cor. 4.4). Even His “peculiar people” under the Old Covenant, Israel (“the church in the wilderness,”
Acts 7.38), has been “blinded,” their “eyes darkened that they may not see” (Rom. 11.7-10).
This is our calling brethren and our solemn commission: to go and proclaim the Gospel in all the world for
a witness to all nations (Mt. 24.14; 28.19-20). And as we go, we are to open the eyes of the blind, heal the sick, and
proclaim the glorious Gospel of everlasting life to a lost world! (Is. 35.3-6; 42.6-7; Acts 26.16-18; 2 Cor. 5.18-20). We
have been given the “keys of the kingdom of heaven” for this very purpose (Mt. 16.19). As such, we are an extension
of the very ministry of Christ in the world. The church is the light of the world---the embodiment of the light of Christ
in every nation (Mt. 5.14; Is. 60.1-5; 61.1-3; 62.1-3).
To us the mysteries of the kingdom of God have been revealed (Mt. 13.11; Eph. 3.10-11). And we have been
duly anointed and empowered with the Holy Ghost and commissioned by Christ to go into every city and community
on earth to meet the “bad news” of this world with the Good News of the kingdom of God! (see Presiding Bishop’s
message pp. 4-7, 16-17, 19). May the Lord help us to catch this vision in a greater measure than we ever have; and,
in the words of A. J. Tomlinson,
“ . . . burst forth under the power of this mighty baptismal fire and rush to every quarter of the globe
like mad men, declaring the gospel of the Son of God, until every tribe, kindred, tongue and people
[hears], and thus end this Last Great Conflict!”
VOZ and SYNC Subscription Renewals
Brother Carter has reminded us in his message on p. 13 that subscriptions for the Voice of Zion (VOZ) now run
on the calendar year: January 1-December 31. This means it is time to renew! The annual subscription price is $25.00.
Surely it is pleasing to the Lord for us to become zealous in supporting and encouraging people to become regular
readers and subscribers to our official church paper, the Voice of Zion.
The SYNC (Subscribe Your Neighbor Club) program was inaugurated in 2010 to help us increase worldwide
subscriptions to the VOZ. The single qualification to be a SYNC member to is subscribe two persons to the VOZ in
addition to being a subscriber yourself. Becoming a SYNC member can be accomplished one of two ways: convince
two new subscribers to pay for the subscriptions themselves or else pay it for them as gifts.
IYC
The dates for International Youth Camp are January 17-19. The venue is Hickory Hills Campground in Dickson, TN.
We appreciate the leadership of Camp director Kim Erwin and those who are cooperating with her in this important and
developing ministry in the church. Enthusiasm for the camp is running high, and its looks like it will be well attended.
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Proclaiming the Gospel
to Every Creature
“Go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mk. 16.15)
“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world
for a witness to all nations; and then shall the end come” (Mt. 24.14)
The “Gospel” [Greek euangelion] is the “good
news” or “glad tidings” of the kingdom of God. In a
kernel it signifies that the promised Christ has come
and has provided in His death and resurrection “the
way” to deliver men from the deceitfulness of sin and
satanic powers; and by grace through faith, redeem
believers and reconcile them to fellowship with God the
Father through our Lord Jesus Christ. In Jesus’ glorious
redemption, the sin debt is paid, guilt is removed, and
our sins are washed away in the crimson tide of Jesus’
blood! The manifest result is “righteousness, and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14.17).

Wade H. Phillips

generation since that time under the sentence of God’s
wrath and the penalty of everlasting damnation (Jn. 3.36;
Eph. 2.2-3).

Bad News of this Present Age

Good News meets the Bad News
The “good news” of the kingdom of God can
be understood and appreciated only in contrast with
the “bad news” of “this present world,” particularly
the implications for neglecting or refusing to accept
the gracious invitation of the Lord to be forgiven of
all transgressions and to be miraculously transformed
into a “new creature;” and in the same instant, to be
wonderfully “translated into the kingdom of His dear
[beloved] Son” (Col. 1.13).
The King James Version’s rendering of “this
present world” (2 Tim. 4.10; Titus 2.12; et al.) is better
rendered “this present age;” for the Greek word, aion,
more appropriately in these instances signifies “age” or
“epoch” than world. The apostle Paul further identifies
“this present age” with the intrusion of evil into the
world, saying, that Christ “gave himself for our sins,
that he might deliver us from this present evil world
[age]” (Gal. 1.4). We are made to understand further
that “this present evil age” began with the fall of Satan
and the angels in heaven, and more especially with the
fall of man in the Garden of Eden, which provoked the
judgment of God against the human race, plunging every
4

This is the bad news! “ . . . all [men] have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom.
3.23); “Jews and Gentiles . . . are all under sin”
(v. 9): and thus “There is none righteous, no, not
one . . . there is none that doeth good, no, not one”
(vv. 10-12; see also Ps. 14.2-3; 51.5; 58.3; Jn. 3.6;
Eph. 2.2-3, 5-10). Nor can men disentangle themselves
from their sinful predicament. Every soul born into
this world---including Mary, the mother of Jesus, and
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the Twelve Apostles---“all
men” since Adam, with the single exception of Christ,
have been born in sin and committed trespasses, either
by commission or omission, or both (Rom. 5.12-14;
Ps. 51.1-5; 58.3; Is. 53.6; Lu. 15.29; Jn. 3.3-7;
Rom. 3.23; 5.19; Gal. 3.22). As such, all are born under
the “wrath of God” (Jn. 3.36; Rom. 1.18; 5.9; Eph. 2.2-3;
Col. 3.6). The descendants of Adam are bound by the
power of original sin and under the influence of the “spirit
of disobedience” (Rom. 5.19; Gal. 3.22; Eph. 2.2; 5.6-8;
Col. 3.6; Heb. 2.1-3), and are subject to the influences
of “seducing spirits” and the powerful deceptions and
temptations of “principalities . . . powers . . . rulers of
the darkness of this world . . . [and] spiritual wickedness
in high places” (Jn. 8.44; 2 Cor. 4.4; Eph. 2.2; 6.12).
Accordingly, all men live under a “sentence of
death” with the warning of eternal damnation. Christ,
the King of the kingdom, is returning with a reward
for the righteous, on one hand, and judgment against
sinners on the other (Jude 14-15; Rev. 19.11-21). He is
returning with blessings and/or wrath, with the promise
of heaven or hell! Jesus is the Lamb of God but also the
Lion of Judah. The bad news is that sinners who refuse

to repent and yield to the transforming grace of the
Lord have nothing for which to look forward but death
and everlasting damnation and torment---to “a certain
fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation,
which shall devour the adversaries” (Heb. 10.27).
Jesus Himself as much or more than any other preacher
and teacher warned of coming judgment, of torment
and eternal damnation (Mt. 8.12; 13.38-42, 48-50;
21.44; 22.11-14; 24.48-51; 25.30-33, 41-46; Lu. 13.38;
13.24-28; 16.19-31).
No one---man or demon---can thwart God’s
eternal decree for life or death, that is, eternal life for
believers and eternal damnation for unbelievers based
on the prescient mind and righteous judgment of God
(Eph. 1.4-13, 18-23; 3.10; 1 Pet. 1.2, 17-20). The
only hope for sinners is to turn to the Lord in faith
and repentance, and be reconciled to God in His
love and holiness. All men are powerless to save or
improve themselves spiritually and morally. They
cannot justify themselves nor wash away their sins!

afterward his eternal dwelling in the City of God, New
Jerusalem. Thus, says the Lord, “Fear not, little flock; for
it is the Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom”
(Lu. 12.32).
The bad news is that mankind---saints and
sinners alike---will continue to live in a world of trouble
and tribulation. Jesus forewarned that, “In the world ye
shall have tribulation,” and David declared “many are
the afflictions of the righteous” (Ps. 34.19; see also
Ps 132.1; 2 Cor. 6.4; Col. 1.24; 2 Tim. 3.11; 4.5;
Heb. 10.32-33; 1 Pet. 5.9). We are forewarned further
that wickedness will proliferate. The apostle predicted
that “evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse”
(2 Tim. 3.13). Loved ones will continue to die, and family
circles will continue to be broken. In addition, we are even
now witnessing the great “falling away” predicted in the
last days among believers. “Dangerous times
[have] come.” Many are “[departing] from the
faith” of the Gospel and descending into ruin and
perdition (2 Thess. 2.1-8).

What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
What can make me whole again?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

“For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall
they heap to themselves teachers, having itching
ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned to fables” (2 Tim. 4.3-4).

The bad news is that our age is doomed to
everlasting destruction (Mt. 23.33-39; 24.1-12, 15-21,
29-30); the good news is that the Lord “makes a way
of escape” in Christ! (Lu. 21.36; Jn. 14.6; 1 Cor. 10.13;
Heb. 2.3; 12.25). The bad news is that God has cursed man
and the physical earth itself because of man’s rebellion
and disobedience (Gen. 3.14-19; Rom. 8.18-22): and
therefore, men are subject to sickness and disease and
temporal pestilences and disasters in this present age.
The fall of man and curse of God alone explains
the misery and poverty in the world. This universal
curse will not be lifted until the kingdom of God is
manifested in the very last days when Christ returns to
the earth and sets up His kingdom in Jerusalem (Is. 2.1-4;
Zech.14.1-9; Rev. 19.11-21; 20.1-7; 21.1-2), and the
Lord finally creates “the new heavens and new earth”
(Rev. 21.1-2). Until then, men will continue to be plagued
by sin, famines, earthquakes, pestilences, and natural
and spiritual calamities. Until then, wars and rumors of
wars will continue to be the rule of this present age. Pain
and suffering, grief and sorrow will continue to abound.
The incomparable Job captured the human
condition in this present age when he said, “Man that is
born of woman is of few days, and full of trouble” (Job
14.1), and again, “. . . man is born unto trouble, as the
sparks fly upward” (5.7). The good news is that the Lord has
something better planned for His saints---namely, the glory
of the kingdom of God on earth during the Millennium and

And again,
“This know also, that in the last days perilous times
shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers, of those
that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers
of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:
from such turn away” (2 Tim. 3.1-5).
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After the rapture of the church and resurrection
of the dead in Christ (1 Cor. 15.51-54; 1 Thess. 4.16-17;
Rev. 20.5), the spirit of antichrist will begin to prevail in
the world: “then there shall be great tribulation, such
as was not since the beginning of the world to this
time, no, nor ever shall be” (Mt. 24.21). Even before
the rapture, as noticed earlier, the church will have to
endure “the beginning of sorrows” (v. 8): namely, wars
and rumors of wars between nations and kingdoms,
beatings, famines, pestilences, troubles, and earthquakes
in divers places. And the righteous “shall be hated of
all nations” for identifying with Christ, being brought
up before councils and delivered up to be afflicted and
killed (Mt. 24.3-10; 10.17; Mk. 13.4-13). Again, by all
prophetic indicators, this time is at hand. Jesus said,

heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them
. . . And many shall follow their pernicious ways;
by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil
spoken of. And through covetousness shall they
with feigned [deceitful and hypocritical] words
make merchandise of you . . . Having eyes full of
adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling
unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with
covetous practices; cursed children: Which have
forsaken the right way . . . They are wells without
water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to
whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever . . .”
(2 Pet. 2.1-3, 14-17).

“Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and
shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations
for my name’s sake. And then many shall be
offended, and shall betray one another, and shall
hate one another. And many false prophets shall,
rise and shall deceive many. And because iniquity
shall abound, the love of many will wax cold”
(Mt. 24.9-12).
The bad news is that unborn children will continue
to be aborted, and others will continue to be born with
horrible physical defects incurred as a result of Adam’s
rebellion and God’s curse upon man and the earth (Gen.
3.14-19; Eccl. 1.2-3; Is. 24.5-6; Rom. 8.20, 22-23). Freaks
and physical abnormalities will continue to mark the
race of mankind. Men will continue to be afflicted with
blindness, deafness, and muteness; and will suffer from
hateful maladies and grotesque deformities---physically,
morally, mentally, and psychologically.
Even now we see the parallel with Noah’s day
before the Great Flood. “The earth was corrupt before
God . . . and filled with violence (Gen. 6.11;
Mt. 24.37-39). We should expect therefore that crime and
immorality of every stripe will increase, both in the secular
world and in corrupt religion. The apostle Paul warned,

Jude also speaks of this apostasy saying,
“For there are certain men crept in unawares, who
were before of old ordained to this condemnation,
ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into
lasciviousness, even denying the only Lord God,
and our Lord Jesus Christ . . . [They are] filthy
dreamers that defile the flesh, despise dominion
(that is, the moral government of God), and
speak evil of dignities [angelic and God-ordained
authorities]. . . of things which they know not . . .”
(Jude 4, 8, 10).

“This know also that in the last days perilous
[grievous/dangerous] times shall come. For men
shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemous, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, Without natural
affection,
trucebreakers,
false
accusers,
[slanderers], incontinent [without self-control]
fierce, despisers that are good, Traitors, heady,
highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers
of God; Having a form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof . . .” (2 Tim. 3.1-4).

“Out of Zion shall come
forth a Deliverer”
“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of him that bringeth good tidings, that publishes
peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that
publishes salvation; that saith to Zion, Thy God
reigneth!” (Is. 52.7)
The dark backdrop of religious corruption and
moral decay in the world is the only way to fully appreciate
the “good news of the kingdom of God,” a kingdom of
power and salvific light (1 Cor. 4.20)! Christianity is
the only religion that offers a solution to the human
predicament---the soul’s bondage to sin from which man
can never deliver himself. It is the only religion that reveals
“the Way” by which the great chasm between a holy God
and unholy man can be bridged. That Way is Jesus Christ--“the Way, the Truth, and the Life” (Jn. 14.6). He provided
the sacrifice that atoned for man’s sinful condition and
opened the door for reconciliation with God. His life’s blood
was poured out to satisfy the justice of God and regenerate
sinful man in God’s holiness! His sacrifice alone was able
to reconcile sinners to a sinless and just God. Christ is our
salvation! Justification and sanctification are personified
in Him. He is not a Way but the Way! The apostle Paul

It is a fallen and cursed world, which can neither heal nor
restore itself. Again, the same apostle says,
“Now the Spirit [speaks] expressly, that in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed
to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils. Speaking
lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with
a hot iron; Forbidding to marry and commanding
to abstain from meats [food] . . .” (1 Tim. 4.1-3).
The apostle Peter also prophesied,
“But there were false prophets also among the
people [in the Old Testament], even as there
shall be false prophets among you, who privily
[secretly] shall bring in damnable [destructive]
6

declared that Christ is our justification, our wisdom,
our righteousness, and our sanctification (1 Cor. 1.30).
The bad news is man is born in sin, and incapable
of ridding himself of his corruption; and accordingly,
except for God’s infinitely wise plan and amazing grace
and mercy, men would be hopelessly lost and damned. But
God sent a Savior---a Deliverer who died for us, to free us
from spiritual bondage and corruption (Is. 59.20-21; Rom.
11.26). He alone provided the acceptable Sacrifice and is
worthy to be our Mediator (Heb. 9.7-15). God “hath made
him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5.21; see
also 1 Pet. 2.24). He is our Ransom (Mk. 10.45; 1 Tim.
2.6) and our Scapegoat (Lev. 16.8-10, 26). God “hath laid
upon Him the iniquities of us all” (Is. 53.6, 11). He bore
our sorrow and shame on the Cross. Our sins---that is, the
sins of believers who have truly repented and called upon
God---are nailed to the Cross with Him (Gal. 2.20; 5.24; 6.14).

Testament (Jude 5-16, 18-19); the good news is that as far
back as Enoch, Noah’s grandfather, a faithful remnant of
men continued to serve the Lord and to proclaim that He
would return with “ten-thousands of his saints to execute
judgment upon all [the ungodly and wicked]” and to
save and preserve true believers to His heavenly kingdom
(vv. 14-15, 20-25; 2 Pet. 2.1-22; 3.10-18). The bad news
is that in Noah’s day, “the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continually;” the good news is
“But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Gen.
6.5-8). The bad news is that “Many are the afflictions of
the righteous;” the good news is that “the Lord delivers
him out of them all” (Ps. 34.19).
The bad news is that the whole world is perishing
in sin and wickedness; the good news is that “God . . . gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life” (Jn. 3.16).
The bad news is that “the wicked shall be turned into
hell and all nations that forget God” (Ps. 9.17); the good
news is that in the midst of billions of sinners perishing in
their sinfulness, there is a remnant of “whosoever’s” that
will victoriously win eternal life through faith in Christ!
The bad news is that men are afflicted with sicknesses and
diseases and every evil malady; the good news is “But He
was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed” (Is. 53.5).
Yes, the bad news is “All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned every one to his own way;” the
good news is that “the Lord has laid on him the iniquity
of us all” (v. 6). The good news is He was beaten, bruised,
stricken, smitten and wounded for our iniquities (vv. 4-5,
10-12), and thereby won for us, as our mighty Conqueror,
everlasting life. And God, accordingly, “hath highly
exalted him, and given him a name which is above every
name” (Phil. 2.9; Heb. 1.1-8).

Good News Triumphs in Heaven
and on Earth
The good news meets the bad news at every turn
in history and every corner of life---and overturns it! The
bad news is that “there was war in heaven” (Rev. 12.7);
Lucifer deceived one-third of the angels and led them in a
rebellion against God (vv. 3-4, 7-9). The good news is that
two-thirds of the angels were not deceived and remained
faithful to God. The good news is that Michael and his
angels defeated Satan and his angels and brought peace
(vv. 10-17; 20.1-3). The bad news is that Adam and Eve
succumbed to Satan’s deception and sinned and plunged
the whole human race into sin. The good news is that the
second man Adam (Christ) pleased God and suffered on
the Cross to pardon and reconcile fallen man to God (Rom.
5.12-19; 1 Cor. 15.21-23). The first Adam brought the
“offense;” Christ brought the “free gift” of salvation.
The bad news is that Cain offered an unacceptable
sacrifice [insincere worship] to God; the good news is that
Abel offered a “more excellent” sacrifice---a sacrifice
offered in faith and true worship (Gen. 4.3-7; Heb. 11.4).
The bad news is that Cain murdered Abel (Gen. 4.8-10);
the good news is that the soul of Abel was preserved alive
to God and continued “to speak” the truth of God from the
grave (v. 10), and not only so, but this same Abel will come
forth in the rapture in the first resurrection to meet the Lord
with us in the air (1 Thess. 4.16-18). Thus, like the “men of
Nineveh” and the “queen of the south” [queen of Sheba],
he will “rise up in the judgment with this generation, and
shall condemn it” (Mt. 12.41-42).
The bad news is that mankind in general continued
to degenerate after Cain, and was still apostate and
ungodly when Jude wrote his inspired epistle in the New

“He was [oppressed and afflicted], yet he opened
not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is
dumb, so he openeth not [did not open] his mouth.
He was taken from prison and from judgment:
and who shall declare [consider or speak] of his
generation? for he was cut off [from] the land
of the living: for the transgression of my people
was he stricken. And he made his grave with the
wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he
had done no violence, neither was any deceit in
his mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him;
he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make
his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed,
he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of

Continued on p. 16
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Honduras Report
under the duly authorized appointment
of Brother Nolvin. The meeting
was successful, and all went well.
The Holy Spirit moved powerfully to
bring about conviction and unity. Brother
Ramirez and I laid hands on Brother
Nolvin with the rest of the brethren and
prayed for the anointing of the Lord to
be with him in this important position.
In the services to follow, the
presence of the Lord filled the building
and ministered, and the brethren
departed with a renewed vision and zeal
to build the Lord’s Zion in Honduras and
to evangelize the nation with the full
Gospel message.
Daron Miller, reporter
Assistant World Mission Director
Honduran overseer and pastors
with Assistant Mission Director Daron Miller
Bishop Danny Ramirez, Pastor Josue
Hernandez [a native of Honduras pastoring in
Lancaster, California] and I visited the brethren in
Honduras on October 4-6, 2019. We were met by
the new national overseer, Nolvin Hernandez and his
wife. This was a joyous occasion for all the brethren.
Saturday morning, Pastor Wilmer Santos drove us to
his home in the city of Campamento, Olancho near
the church where he is pastor.
Brethren from the churches across Honduras
came together to worship and meet with us in Olancho.
We had powerful worship services: two souls were
saved, nine were healed, and testimonies were given
acknowledging miracles. More than 40 believers
were delivered, strengthened, and encouraged by the
power of the Holy Ghost.
I conducted a meeting with Overseer Nolvin
Hernandez, Pastor Santos, and the brethren. Brother
Ramirez was the interpreter. This meeting was to
help clarify some issues since the passing of the
former overseer, Jonatan Hernandez, a few months
back; and to settle and unite the brethren in the
present leadership and government of the church

Pastor Santos and family on left with overseer
Nolvin Hernandez, and wife on right

Choir leads worship in weekend service
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Report of Youth Conventions
East Coast

West Coast

The Eastern Youth Convention was held at
the International Ministries Complex in Cleveland
on November 1-2, 2019. The theme was “Rise Up
Victoriously.” Ninety-eight registered but many
more attended. The opening session featured
outstanding worship, compelling many to seek
the Lord. The Spirit of the Lord continued to
work gloriously in the remainder of the session.
The
regional/state
youth
directors--Daniel Green, Tyler Smith, Kim Erwin, Marie Carroll
---delivered exceptional mini sermons on how to “Rise
Up Victoriously” in prayer, Bible study, witnessing,
and against fear. The congregation gleaned from
each inspired topic and felt the zeal and anointing of
each speaker. Pastor J.J. Davis concluded the session
with a thought-provoking message, “Overcoming
Victoriously.” The mini-sermons and message were
all focused on the ability to overcome the devil’s
attempt to separate us from God and His church.
Saturday morning featured breakout classes.
Pam Jones directed the ladies’ class and Allen
Thompson directed the men’s. Both classes were
inspirational and instructive. Lunch was provided for
a donation, which went to support Media Ministries.
After lunch, Grace Burnette and children
under twelve blessed the convention by sharing what
they learned during Kidz Konvention. Oh! The
energy and joy our little ones have in singing for the
Lord and reciting Scripture. International director,
Allen Thompson, then blessed the convention with an
energetic and joy-filled message, titled, “Victorious in
God’s Plan.” The altar filled with youth and children
seeking and receiving the blessings of the Lord.
Exceptional music and assistance in leading
worship was provided by Kim Erwin and the youth
from Cleveland TN, West Mobile AL, and Browder
KY. The church in Cleveland did a fine job hosting the
event. We would also like to recognize the International
office staff, overseers, pastors, and evangelists who
attended the convention and supported the youth.
The convention was truly a blessing, and the
excitement was contagious. Our youth are truly blessed
with talent and an eagerness to demonstrate it. All who
attended could say, “Thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15.57).

The West Coast Youth Convention was held
on November 8-9 at the Rialto church in southern
California. The theme was “Rise Up Victoriously.”
The Lancaster youth led in praise and worship in the
opening service. Ingrid Soto, Eduardo Perez, and
David Hernandez then delivered mini sermons on
being victorious in Bible study, prayer, and worship.
The international youth director, Allen Thompson
preached on “Overcoming Victoriously.” Multiple
moves of God then swept over the congregation.
Directed by Henry Rodriquez, Jr., the Hesperia
youth led worship the following day. Pastor Pete
Sarry preached an effective message titled, “Rise Up
Victoriously or You Will Fall.” Sermonettes were then
preached by Alex Martinez, “Victorious in His Promise”
and Jessica Meza, “Victorious over Fear.” Pastor
Jose Lozano then preached “Rise Up Victoriously
as Leaders” which was manifestly approved by the
Holy Spirit. Lunch was provided for a donation.
The money was applied to the existing youth fund.
The Hesperia youth team led in the afternoon
session of worship. Two mini sermons were delivered
by Daysi Abrego, “Rise Up over Death” and Pastor
Miguel Garcia, Jr., “Rise Up over Sin.” Following
the mini-sermons, Henry Rodriguez, Jr. preached on
“Rise Up Victoriously in the Truth.” The Holy Spirit
moved many to pray and seek the Lord at the altar.
The final service in the evening featured an
exuberant youth march. Worship followed led by Henry
Rodrigues, Jr. and the Regional Youth Music Group.
The final message was preached by Allen Thompson on
“Victorious in God’s Plan.” The Spirit moved mightily in
this message. All were blessed and a visiting couple was
baptized with the Holy Spirit. The night was immersed
in the Spirit of God. Nine testified of receiving salvation,
seven of being sanctified, three of being baptized with
the Holy Spirit, and two of being physically healed.
Over 125 registered for the convention.
We appreciate all who assisted in organizing
this event, and commend the overseers, pastors, and
evangelists who attended and supported the convention.
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Report from T. Padma Rao
Greetings to you in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. We have been receiving
the Voice of Zion magazine on a regular
basis; and we are blessed by the messages,
reports from around the world, and the
updates on what is going on in the churches
in the United States. Thank you so much for
the encouraging news.
As you can see by the pictures, we
are diligently taking care of the children
and orphans under our supervision: feeding
and clothing them, providing shelter, and
teaching them about the Christian faith and
ministry of Zion Assembly.
Thank you so much for all of
your assistance and prayerful support.
We also pray daily for you and for all
of the ministries of Zion Assembly.
Convey our regards to all the brethren and
continue to pray for us.

Provincial Overseer,
East-Central India
Scenes of daily
life and meals at
the orphanage.

Your fellow-laborer in Christ,
Pastor T. Padma Rao, East-Central India

Building Progress
The connecting corridor between the
old building and the new should be
completed by the time our readers
receive this issue of the VOZ. This will
complete the entire frame structure of the
new building. The next steps will be the
roofing and installation of the windows
and outside doors and entrance doors.
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Lifting up “the Voice”

Proclaiming the Manifold Wisdom of God
“Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice
together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye
when the Lord shall bring again Zion” --Is. 52.8

Approximately 400 years transpired between
the Old Testament and the New Testament. This
intertestamental period has been called the “silent
years” because there was no prophetic voice heard
during this time. Before and after this period there was
widespread apostasy in Israel, and the whole world
had become a “wilderness” of sin and corruption.
There were however a few devout men and women
whom “the Holy Ghost was upon” that longed for
the coming of the promised Messiah and “[waited]
for the consolation of Israel” (Lu. 1.57-80; 2.25-38).
It was in the midst of this wilderness of sin
and corruption that God raised up John the Baptist
to fulfill the prophetic vision “. . . of one crying in
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight . . . And all flesh shall see
the salvation of God” (Lu. 3.4-6). Luke was citing
here in his Gospel the prophet Isaiah at 40.3-5. But
Isaiah’s prophecy goes on to say,“The voice said, Cry.
And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and
all the goodness thereof is as the flower of the field
[that] withereth [and] fadeth.” Then the prophecy
continues, “O Zion, that bringeth good tidings, get
thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that
bringeth good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength;
lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah,
Behold your God!” (vv. 6-9).
This “Voice” is the prophetic voice of the Lord:
God speaking through His church. John the Baptist
had opened his mouth and that voice spoke through
him for a moment. Jesus was the incarnation of that
voice---”the Word made flesh!” It is not surprising
then that men said of Him, “Never man spake like
this man” (Jn. 7.46; Mt. 7.28-29). This was the same
Voice that spoke from heaven---“from the excellent
glory” at the transfiguration of Christ, saying, “This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, hear
ye Him” (Mt. 17.5; 2 Pet. 1.16-18).

Before
Jesus ascended back to the
Father, He had called out, ordained, commissioned
and empowered His church to be His voice
in the world---to proclaim the “all things”
message to every nation on earth (Mt. 28.19-20;
2 Cor. 5.18-20). Our work therefore has been cut out
for us; our task has been assigned. The voice of the
bride, the voice of Zion, must go out to all nations!
(Is. 40.6-9; 49. 1-6; 52.8; Rev. 18.23).
We are determined and committed in Zion
to proclaim “all the counsel of God” without
compromising or changing one word of the Gospel,
not even a “jot” or “tittle” of the sacred Word of God!
Our Voice of Zion magazine is playing a crucial
role in fulfilling the great commission of the church.
It is the official organ of the divine institution.
The time has rolled around to renew our subscriptions
for the upcoming year (January 1st). Please don’t
forget also the “Subscribe Your Neighbor Club”
[SYNC]. I’m in Zion today because someone paid
$25.00 for me to have a free subscription for one
year. It makes a great Christmas gift, or a great gift
for anyone anytime!
Let’s go over the top this year. Some of our
churches have sent in special offerings to sponsor and
send the Voice of Zion to ministers and congregations
in other countries (because the postage is so high in
many poorer nations). Thank you for all that you do.
I love to hear people say, “You can count on me to
do my part.” Can I count on you to do your part as
a member of God’s church? I love God’s work and
being his Voice in the world is my great honor and
privilege.
L.W. Carter
VOZ and SYNC Booster
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School of
Ministry
Institute
Malawi

Much Good Accomplished

Memory Jandura
Bishop Dzuwa, the national overseer, is a man
highly favored of the Lord. He has a humble spirit
and is committed to the work of the church. The Lord
gave him grace to convince the community and village
residents to come to the Lord and the school. He also has
favor with the chiefs in the communities and with the
government officials of Malawi. It is exciting that they
are cooperating with Bishop Dzuwa to build a school for
the children, a national office, and a mother church for
Zion Assembly. The government of Malawi has never
built a school in that area or a training center for the
youth, and now has mandated Zion Assembly to do the
job! Zion Assembly has taken the lead in this godly role.
Thank you, Bishop Phillip and Bishop Scott
Neill, the former mission director; and Brother Miller for
your faithfulness and hard work, and for the support you
are giving in the churches of Malawi and Mozambique.
Thanks for the bicycles for some ministers who have
been walking more than 20 kilometers (about 13-14
miles) to fulfill their ministry appointments.
Thank you, Bishop Dave Gomba, national
overseer of Tanzania, for inspiring us in Zimbabwe
and encouraging us to go forward in the Lord.
Bishop Gomba works hard and is strong, courageous,
and determined. He is making Zion Assembly strong
and prominent in East Africa.
Thank you, Bishop Phillips, for granting me
and my son permission to attend the School of Ministry
Institute in Malawi. It was indeed a blessing and
transforming experience. We will never be the same
again. God bless you.
I want to thank Brother Miller for taking
good care of me and my son, Godwin. We both were
accommodated with food and a good room during the
school. Brother Miller is blessed and led by the Spirit of
God. He loves without discrimination. Surely the Lord
has sent him to Africa. He does not represent himself
as a white man. He makes us all feel that we are one

Dear servants of God: greetings in the precious
name of Jesus Christ! I would like to give thanks to God
Almighty for the School of Ministry recently conducted
in Malawi, which included ministers and visitors from
Mozambique and Zimbabwe. Everything about the
school was appointed and ordained by the Lord and
seemed to be sealed by the Holy Spirit.
Zion Assembly Church of God is led by the
Spirit of God and Bishop Wade H. Phillips. The church
is blessed with many great leaders, men and women of
God, who are true visionaries of restoring the church of
the Bible with its government and teachings.
When Brother Miller started to teach and
minister the true doctrine of Christ, the Holy Spirit
showed up with power that led many to break into
tears. The Word of God is true and sets us free. That’s
exactly what happened in the Malawi school. The truth
of God’s Word brought down the high places of devil,
and exposed heresies and spiritual perversions of many
sorts. Glory to God!
More than 70 pastors attended the school every
day and desired to go on with the school because they
were so hungry and thirsty for the Word of God. Pastors
consecrated their lives and ministries. Some testified of
living wrongly, and others of teaching false doctrine.
Others had been claiming to be apostles and prophets,
and so on. Several of these brethren testified in tears that
they had been desiring titles more than focusing simply on
being servants of the Lord and the church. After one lesson
by Brother Miller, some of the brethren admitted that they
had not denounced the “hidden things of dishonesty”
and repented under the influence of the Holy Spirit.
All the ministers and students began to see
the vision of the church as Brother Miller expounded
and explained the Word of God: especially the distinct
identity and prophetic vision of Zion Assembly and her
mission in the world.
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family in Christ. He greets with his hands and embraces
with hugs without respect to persons. And though he
was severely bitten by mosquitoes and had to endure
severely hot weather, which turned his skin red, he
pursued his mission, taught and preached the Word of
God, and fought the good fight of faith!
God bless him and his wife, Kim, and their
family. We pray for him.

Yours in the service of Christ,
Memory D. Jandura, Church Minister
Zimbabwe

Left to right: Sam, Godwin, Daron Miller, National
Overseer Maliele Dzuwa, and local pastor

Roda Mbewe (left with bike) and Martha Jumbe (right with bike) have traveled extensively on foot to preach
the Gospel. Martha often travels carrying her infant. They were presented the bicycles in the recent meeting.

Classroom
Scenes

Student Body
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of the Spirit,” “born of God” (Jn. 3.3-8; 1 Pet. 1.23; 1 Jn.
2.29; 3.9; 4.7; 5.1, 4, 18).
In Christ sins are forgiven, and the sin nature is
crucified and removed (Ps. 103.2-3; Rom. 6.6; Gal.2.20;
5.24; 6.14; Col. 2.11-13). The bad news is we yet live
in a cursed world and are subject physically to sickness
and disease (Gen. 3.14-17; Rom. 8.19-23); the good news
is Jesus “[heals] all thy diseases” (Ex. 5.26; Ps. 103.3;
147.3): for “by His stripes we are healed” (Is. 53.5;
Jer. 17.14; 1 Pet. 2.24-25). Further, in the new heavens there
will be universal healing and a new earth (Is. 65.17-25;
Rev. 22.2). The bad news is that there is presently a devil
on the loose, “seeking whom he may devour;” the good
news is “ . . . greater is He that is in you, than he that is
in the world” (1 Jn. 4.4).
The bad news is that Satan deceived one-third of
the angels in heaven and subjected them to his evil scheme
to rebel against God and His expressed will; the good news
is that Michael and his angels waged war in heaven against
the old dragon and his angels, and Satan and his demons
were defeated and “prevailed not; neither was their place
found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast
out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth,
and his angels were cast out with him” (Rev. 12.7-12;
Eph. 6.10-12). This good news was loudly and joyfully
announced in heaven by an ordained angel, saying, “Now
is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our
God, and the power of his Christ” (v. 10).
Again, the good news is that Satan and his angels
[“the stars of heaven”] were cast out of heaven; therefore,
“rejoice ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them” (v.12).
The bad news is that they were cast out into the earth to
deceive and tempt men, and to persecute the church and the
saints of God (vv. 12-17): and thus “Woe to the inhabiters
of the earth and of the sea!” (v. 12). For Jesus said the
devil has no other purpose but to steal, kill and destroy
(Jn. 10.10). This is bad news: the devil “knows his days
are short” and he has “great wrath” against mankind
created in God’s image, and especially for God’s
church and His saints everywhere. His intent and desire
is to destroy the church and to devour her children
(Rev. 12.12-17). The good news is, “And they [God’s
faithful, determined people] overcame him by the blood of
the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony . . .” (v. 11).

“Proclaiming the Gospel...”
Continued from p. 7
the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shall see
of the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied: by
his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify
many; for he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore
will I divide him a portion with the great, and he
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he
hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was
numbered with the transgressors; and he bare
the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors (Is. 53.7-12).
The bad news is there is trouble and tribulation in
this world (Job 14.1; Jn. 16.33); the good news is Jesus has
overcome the world, and through our new birth in Him we
are empowered also to overcome world, the flesh, and the
devil (Jn. 16.33; 1 Jn. 2.14-17; 5.4-5; Rev. 2.11, 17, 26; 3.5,
12, 21; 21.7). The bad news is that the end-times “beast”
will be given power to kill the two anointed witnesses
of the Lord, and in defiance of God will leave their dead
bodies on the streets of Jerusalem to mock them and their
God (Rev. 11.7-10); the good news is that “after three and
a half days the [spirit] of life from God [enters] them, and
they [stand] on their feet; and a great fear [falls] upon
them which [see] them.” And the followers of the beast
will hear “a great voice from heaven” speak unto the two
witnesses, saying: “Come up hither. And they [will behold
them as they ascend up to heaven in a cloud].” The bad
news is that in the same hour a great earthquake will shake
Jerusalem and kill seven thousand men; the good news is
that many will react in “great fear” and repent and “give
glory to the God of heaven” (Rev. 11.11, 13).
The bad news is that human beings are a cursed
race; the good news is that Christ is the beginning of a
new race---“the first born of all creation” (Col. 1.15;
2 Cor. 5.17-19); “the beginning of the creation of
God” (Rev. 3.14); and “the first born from the dead”
(Col. 1.18). Thus, He, not Mary, was immaculately
conceived without sin by the miracle-working power
of the Holy Spirit and is the beginning, “the Alpha
and Omega” of the new creation of God (Mt. 1.20-23;
Lu. 1.30-35). Sin was miraculously by-passed in the
incarnation of Christ (“Immanuel”) in Mary’s womb
(Mt. 1.20-23; Phil. 2.5-8). Again, Jesus, not
Mary, is the beginning
of a new race! In
Christ we are
a chosen
generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation (Gr. ethnos, “race”)
(1 Pet. 2.9). We are the true “seed of Abraham,” and that
seed is Christ, and we are the offspring of Christ (Gal.
3.16, 29), “born again . . . by the Word of God”, “born

“The Little Apocalypse”
Isaiah 24.1–27.13 is a section of prophecy that has
been called the “Little Apocalypse” because it typifies
God’s end-times judgment of the world, looking beyond
the judgment of the Gentile nations and Israel’s redemption
in Isaiah’s day to the last days’ “Great Tribulation” period;
the triumph of Christ’s second coming; and the
16

This means that both the proclamation of the
kingdom of God and its transforming effect upon the hearts
of men will continue to spread and prevail throughout
the world. This is good news! And when the mission of
the church to the nations is fully completed (Mt. 24.14;
Eph. 1.10; 5.27; Rev. 19.7-8), she will be caught up
in a moment to meet the Lord in the air (Jn. 14.1-3;
1 Thess. 4.16-17; 1 Cor. 15.51-53). The marriage between
the bridegroom and bride will then be consummated
and the saints will rejoice together at the “Marriage
Supper of the Lamb” (Rev. 19.6-8; see also Mt. 22.2;
25.10). Then, following the Great Tribulation and
indignation of God’s wrath poured out upon the earth
(Rev. 14.9-13; 18.2-21), Christ will return with His saints
to the earth, defeat the antichrist and his armies of rebels
at the Battle of Armageddon (Is. 13.9-11; Joel 2.31-32;
3.9-17; Zech. 14.1-4, 12-15; Rev. 16.16; 19.19)
and establish His kingdom upon earth in righteousness and
justice forever (Is. 2.2-4; Zech. 14.16-21; Rev. 20.3-7).
Then will be fulfilled the long-awaited and glorious
prophecies:

inauguration of the Millennial Reign of Christ and the
saints on earth. It is therefore a perfect picture of the good
news of the kingdom of God overturning the bad news
of satanic oppression and the corruption of the world,
including the spirit of antichrist and man’s rebellion in
the very last days; all of which give way to universal
blessings upon those who turn to the Lord in the midst of
the outpouring of His wrath and indignation (25.1-26.3).

The Glory of Heaven Opened
“Strive to enter in at
the strait gate . . .” (Lu. 13.24)
The “good news” of the kingdom is that God’s
grace and goodness is now accessible in Christ “in this
present world” to “whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord.” There is indeed a greater glory to come
(1 Cor. 3.18; Heb. 6.3-5), but the glory of heaven is even
now open in part to men through faith and the operations
of the Holy Spirit---to those who truly desire to see and
enter into it. God enables the faithful to press into the
kingdom---to “take it by force” (Mt. 11.12-13;
Lu. 16.16). Ask! seek! knock! press! strive! fight! wrestle!
(Mt. 7.7; Eph. 6.12; 1 Tim. 6.12; Rev. 2.16-17; 19.11-21).
God inspires willing men with a holy determination to
overcome everything that opposes Christian progress and
the extension of His grace in the world. We can thus say, like
Paul, “I can do all things through Christ [who] strengthens
me.” A person of faith is an unstoppable force in this
present world, for he can say to a great mountain, “Be thou
removed and cast into the sea and it shall come to pass,”
and again, “All things are possible to him that believeth.”

“I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like
the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven,
and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought
him near before him. And there was given him
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom that all
people, nations, and languages, should serve him:
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which
shall not be destroyed. (Dan. 7.13-14)
“Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment
was given to the saints of the most High; and the
time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.
(v. 22).

God’s Kingdom will Prevail!

“And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness
of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be
given to the people of the saints of the most High,
whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all
dominions shall serve and obey him. (v. 27).

This Gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed in all
the world for a witness to all nations. This is the promise of
God (Mt. 24.14). The progress of the Gospel will continue,
and its purpose will not be overturned; it will prevail!
For Jesus said the good news of the kingdom “is like unto
leaven [yeast], which a woman took, and hid in three
measures of meal [mixed into a large amount of dough], till
the whole was leavened” (Mt. 13.33). What does this mean
but that the Gospel will little by little fill the earth. Again,

Universal Illumination
The good news is that all of creation---physical
and spiritual---will be cleansed and restored
(Is. 30.23-26; 32.15-18; 33.20-24; 35.1-2, 6-10;
Ezek. 47.1-12; Joel 2.18-26; 3.18; Zech. 14.8; Acts
3.21; Eph. 1.10; Rev. 20.3-7; 21.1-7), and there
will be a universal illumination of the mysteries of
God---an illumination of the nature of God and
His eternal purpose that will continue to increase
throughout eternity (Is. 9.7; 11.1-10; 30.26; 60.19-20).

“the kingdom of God is like a tiny grain of
mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in
his field: Which is the least of all seeds: but when
it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and
becometh a tree, so that the birds of the air come
and lodge in the branches thereof” (vv. 31-32).
17

Continued on p. 19

Sam Carrasco Called Home
“Precious in the sight of
the Lord is the death of His
saints” (Ps. 116.113)

Samuel Morales Carrasco, Sr.
March 1938 - November 2019

of how many hairs each of us have on our head.
The life and ministry of our beloved Samuel
Morales Carrasco [“Brother Sam”] was precious to
the Lord: and his death was also
precious in His sight. He watched
over him while he was in this
world, and for His own infinite
reasons called him home on
November 26, 2019. He blessed
him throughout his life, enabled
him to be a good husband and
father and friend to his extended
family. He was a devout follower
of Christ and faithful minister
[deacon/servant] in God’s church.
Brother Sam was born in Madera,
California on March 31, 1938 and lived his early
life there. He moved to San Jose in 1957. There he
met and wed the love of his life, Mollie Gutierrez
[married for 61 years]. Three sons were born to their
union---Sam. Jr., Jorge, and Albert. He was successful
in secular-related executive and managerial positions
which enabled him to provide for his family; but
his heartthrob was his faith and church-related
work. He loved the Lord and His church, serving
as a teacher, deacon, and treasurer to the best of his
God-given abilities for many years---until his health

The Lord is keenly mindful of His people;
He carefully watches over them: for together they
are the “apple of His eye.” Just as the Lord is
cognizant of each seed
in an apple, so is He
aware of each one of
His sons and daughters.
Jesus illustrated the love
and care that the Father
has for His children by
comparing them to the
relatively insignificant
little “sparrows.” He
said, “Are not two
sparrows sold for a
farthing? And one of
them shall not fall to the ground without your
Father [without the Father’s knowledge and eternal
purpose being served]. But the very hairs of your
head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are
of more value than many sparrows” (Mt. 10.29-31).
His point is that sparrows are
considered relatively worthless: for two of them
were sold in New Testament times for two pennies,
and a fifth one was often thrown in for the price of
four (Lu. 12.6-7). By comparison God’s children
are so valuable to Him that He is mindful even
18

“Proclaiming the Gospel ...”
Continued from p. 17

This increase of the knowledge of the Lord is thus
qualitative rather than quantitative:
“. . . the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea!” (Is. 11.9).
There will be a universal, even cosmic,
consciousness of God’s glory in the coming
manifestation of the kingdom on earth and in the
new heavens and new earth (Rev. 21.1-7). What has
been hidden from our understanding shall be fully
illuminated: for now

failed him late in life. Brother Sam was friendly and
fun-loving and a lively asset to his church and
community.
Brother Sam’s son, Jorge, pastor of the local
church in Zion Assembly in San Jose, officiated and
directed the funeral. The following is an excerpt from
Presiding Bishop Wade H. Phillips’ tribute to Brother
Sam which was read at the funeral:

“we know in part, and we prophesy in part,
but when that which is perfect is come,
then that which is in part shall be done
away . . . For now we see through a glass
darkly; but then face to face: now I know
in part; but then shall I know even as I am
known” (1 Cor. 13.9-12; see also Rom. 11.33;
1 Cor. 8.2; 2 Cor. 3.18; 5.7; Phil. 3.12;
Job 11.7-9; Eccl. 3.11).

“Brother Carrasco was grounded and settled in ‘the
faith.’ He loved the church! It was impossible to
move him from his confidence in the Lord and His
teachings. In the word of the apostle, he was simply
‘unmovable.’ He was a pillar in the house of God in
this world, and now he is, according to the promise of
the Lord, a pillar in the city of God in glory---in the
new Jerusalem! That promise is worth quoting here in
full. Jesus said,

O happy day!
In addition to the prevailing righteousness and
peace and joy in the earth, God will wipe away from
His saints all tears and sorrow. There will be no more
hospitals, convalescent homes, and prisons. It will
be a glorious time---a happy day, a Golden Age for
the saints of God! And in the “new heavens and new
earth” there will be no more grief, no more dying,
no more sickness, no more disease, no more sin,
no more trials, no more temptations for the blessed
saints of the Lord, no more poverty, and no more
sadness; for the former things shall all pass away.
Listen to Him who “[sits] upon the throne:”

‘Him that overcometh will I make a pillar
in the temple of My God, and he shall go
no more out: and I write upon him the
name of My God, and the name of the city
of My God, which is new Jerusalem, which
cometh down out of heaven from My God:
and I will write upon him My new name’
(Rev. 3.12).
We are confident that Brother Sam is more alive now
than the day he died; Jesus said, ‘And whosoever liveth
and believeth in me shall never die’ (Jn. 11.26).”

“Behold I make all things new . . . and He said . . . It
is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the
fountain of water of life freely. He that overcometh
shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and
he shall be my son” (Rev. 21.5-7).

Our thoughts and prayers are with Mollie and the
family. Brother Sam will be missed by all who were
acquainted with him, and especially by those who
knew him well including those who were in covenant
fellowship with him in Zion Assembly.
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