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The Wonder of
Christmas

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth,
peace, goodwill toward men”

Editorials . . .
The Wonder of the Christmas Story
Christmas! What is it all about? It is a day set aside by Christians throughout the
world to recognize and celebrate the saving act of God to rescue fallen mankind from the
curse and power of sin and the wiles of Satan. It represents the day when Life and Light
descended from heaven in the form of a tiny baby---”God’s only begotten Son” to deliver Wade H. Phillips
sinful men from the abyss of gloom and darkness: a condition that enshrouded the world
the moment Adam and Eve plunged the human race into bondage and divine judgment in
the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3.1-19; Rom. 5.12-19).
As a result of Adam and Eve’s act of rebellion, all men are born in sin and darkness, and remain blinded
to the glorious Gospel of Christ by sin and the devil (2 Cor. 4.3-6). All men are weighed down by the infectious
disease of sin and deprived of the life of God by “the spirit of disobedience.” Adam’s act crushed the human
spirit and left men spiritually naked and impoverished. From thence men have been unable to walk uprightly,
incapable of saving themselves or even improving themselves spiritually and morally. They are ever stumbling
and faltering, with no remedy in sight for the human condition. The mystery of sin and its remedy are unknown to
the greatest men in the fields of science, medicine, psychology, philosophy, or any other field of human knowledge
(1 Cor. 1.18--2.16). It is the anointed proclamation of the Gospel that reveals it, and points men to the way out.
The only solution, the only remedy for the human condition was there in that little babe of Bethlehem. “In
Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness . . .” Even so, “the darkness
comprehended it not” (Jn. 1.4-5). But the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is rich in love and
mercy, “gave [sacrificed] His only begotten Son” to redeem men from their sinful predicament (Is. 53): and
He continued thereafter to seek for and woo the race He had created in His image; to bring them to the saving
knowledge of Christ---the Wonder of Christmas on Calvary---through the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. Yes,
even “while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.”
Christmas brought the “Light” to this dark world, and the Light redeems and transforms everyone who
opens his/her heart to His grace and radiant power!
I love to tell the story . . . of Jesus and His glory,
It satisfies my longings As nothing else can do.
I love to tell, the story, It’s done so much for me;
And that is just the reason I tell it now to thee.

Churches Excel in October Mission Drive
The churches excelled again in the recent October Mission Drive [see results and totals on p. 7]. The
pastors, missionary leaders and our faithful and zealous workers and members are to be highly commended for
their untiring and faithful labors of love to reach the entire world with the full Gospel message, including the
message of the church. In addition, several friends of Zion Assembly helped to swell our total mission offering
for October, some of them linked to Zion Assembly through our Voice of Zion magazine, and others connected
through our live internet services.

Outreach to the Nations
Our world outreach continues ever-expanding into the world. We have reached 48 of the 196 nations of the
world, and the prospects are brighter than ever for reaching the other 148 nations in the days ahead. The assistant
mission director, Daron Miller, has just returned from Malawi. He taught and trained the ministers and leaders
of Malawi and Mozambique [and at least two ministers also who attended from Zimbabwe]. A full report of this
trip will be featured in the next issue of VOZ.
Continued on page 11
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“. . . after that the Holy Ghost
has come upon you . . .”
Acts 1.8; Mt. 3.11

Note: this message was preached on Saturday, September 7, 2019, at the General Assembly.
We in Zion Assembly have been in a
reconstruction program for 15 years. By the grace
and provision of God, we have been endeavoring
consistently to restore the doctrines and governmental
structure of the church that had been forgotten, or else
so radically redefined in our former fellowship that they
were no longer recognizable. I will never forget the
feeling of excitement that overwhelmed me on April
18-20, 2004 in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee when we had
gathered to consider our present condition in the church,
especially the moment when the decision was made
to reorganize the church under a new administration.
Important doctrines that had been compromised and
redefined such as divorce and remarriage; moderation
in dress; the use of cosmetics; sanctification as the
second definite work of grace; and the identity, glory,
and purpose of the church---the body of Christ---were
brought back to the forefront of importance in our
considerations. Also, the “helps” and “governments”
of the church under new names such as the School
of Ministry Institute and the Voice of Zion were
once again given prominence and priority among us.
I rejoiced (along with many of you in Zion
today) that the chains that had prevented or hindered us
for many years from declaring freely the whole counsel
of God were loosed! I was no longer encumbered with
the threat that at any instance my license might be
revoked because I dared to preach against the newly
developed status quo of right and wrong, truth and
error. Oh, the freedom that I felt in the revivals held

under the new order! Oh, the boldness, vision, and
rejoicing that were experienced in our conventions
and Assemblies! Certainly, we can say that it has been
an exciting and inspiring 15 years building again the
church of the Bible. God’s hand has been upon us in
Zion and His blessings have been obvious.
Notwithstanding, we must be careful lest we
get caught up in an attitude that we have done all that
needs to be done in order to please the Lord. Let us
understand clearly: it is the will of God that we not
ONLY restore the peculiar doctrines and practices
of the church, along with its governmental structure
and authority, including the proper understanding
and function of the General Assembly and respect
for leadership, but just as importantly, we must take
this message to the ends of the earth with urgency and
conviction. This has been divinely appointed to us in
Zion Assembly as a sacred trust!
Jesus spent three and a half years teaching the
doctrines and principles of the kingdom of God to His
newly organized church. He spent day after day with
the twelve apostles revealing deeper truths to them.
He preached, taught, healed, corrected, and loved
His church and the “other sheep.” Yet He interjected
on many occasions that, after His work on earth was
completed, He would go back to His heavenly Father
and send forth “another Comforter.”
Now regarding the term “another,” there
is an important underlying truth that may help us
understand more about the Holy Ghost. The Greek
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word used here for “another” is not “another of
them, carrying out the will of God. The church, filled
a different kind.” The word is allos, and rather
with the Holy Ghost, would give them the power
means “another of similar or identical nature.”
and wisdom needed and the anointing to cause the
Thus, Jesus is saying in essence, “When I depart,
message of Christ to be accepted by the multitudes. It
I will send another in my place who is identical in
would not be in their own proficiency to declare “the
substance and authority with Me and My Father.”
doctrine” that would win souls, rather it would be the
Therefore, this Comforter will teach all
proficiency of the Holy Ghost himself! The church
things that the Father has said, and bring all things
was simply to be the God-ordained vehicle for Him!
to our remembrance; He will convict the world of
I am probably one of the most traditional and
sin and unrighteousness; guide into ALL truth; speak
“legalistic” pastors you’ll come across in Zion. There
exclusively the Word of God; disclose what is to come
are many things that people wear, squeeze into, paint
in the future; glorify Jesus; pray and intercede for us;
and “Jezzie up” that really “bug” me. I can lay out a
give wisdom to those who ask; and give us the words
fairly good argument in a sermon regarding biblical
to speak when we stand before the enemies of God.
and holiness principles being compromised today. But
I can imagine that after being eyewitnesses
if the Spirit is not actively at work with me in what
of the resurrection and the ascension of our Lord,
I am preaching, and not ministering to the hearts of
that the ministers and churches supposed themselves
my hearers, my message will not be effective! Only
ready to go out and preach the Word of God to all
if the Spirit is given the opportunity to work within
nations. Armed with a bottle of oil, the Voice of Zion,
us as individuals and as a body will we be effective
the Abstract of Faith and the
“change agents” for the
Bible, and preaching about a
Lord. Moreover, we
risen Savior, it may seem to “If Jesus were here today among us like will find that if we will
us today in Zion that we are He was in the New Testament, I believe be simply instruments
impossible to stop. Yet Jesus in my heart He would tell us the same for the Spirit, we will
said it was imperative for His
not have to lambast,
followers to go to Jerusalem thing that He told the church then: ‘Go to ride some hobbyhorse,
where they would steal away the Upper Room!’ If we get too far away or “clothesline preach”
in a room apart from the from the Upper Room, that is, from the to achieve our Godcrowds of travelers to seek
ordained purpose: for
the face of the Almighty: and power that makes us effective witnesses the Holy Ghost will
there “wait for the Promise for the Lord, we will inevitably begin to do the essential work,
of the Father!” Jesus knew adopt the ways of the world.”
using us to minister
the road ahead would be
His
perfect
will.
spiritually and sometimes
If Jesus were here today among us like He was
physically treacherous, even the hatred of the church
in the New Testament, I believe in my heart He would
by political and religious groups would be almost
tell us the same thing that He told the church then:
unbearable to endure. In many cases, the shunning
“Go to the Upper Room!” If we get too far away from
by one’s own family and even a companion in
the Upper Room, that is, from the power that makes
marriage would be heartbreaking enough, besides the
us effective witnesses for the Lord, we will inevitably
common severity of sinful conditions in the world.
begin to adopt the ways of the world. We will be affected
They would need a special anointing and power
by the ways of the “Egyptians” and “Canaanites”
from on High! A simple confession or testimony
rather than affecting them with the true Gospel! You
of personal faith wouldn’t be sufficient to get the
see, the original understanding of the word “witness”
work accomplished. For God had called the church
means one who gives solemn testimony to that which
to venture out from their small radius of familiarity
he knows to be true and offers evidence of the same.
and go into all the world among the Gentiles. The
The genuine Christian is one who testifies of Christ
Lord knew their peculiar Jewish background and
and gives evidence of His grace and power in his/her
traditions would fly in the face of traditions held dear
life. So, it’s not just that we witness in word for Christ
to Samaritans and Gentile peoples. He knew that the
with our lips, but what we do with our lives under the
Promise of the Father would be needed to act through
influence of the Holy Ghost!
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We should be thankful for religious and
well-organized programs; for exciting institutional
campaigns; and thought-out theological formulas;
but IT IS faithful children of God, united by covenant
in the visible body of Christ, full of Holy Ghost
power and anointing that makes the difference---that
truly fulfills what it means to witness for the Lord!
Let’s look at it this way: we see today multimilliondollar public schools with expensive gymnasiums,
swimming pools, science labs, computer labs, and
athletic programs, some of which put most statesponsored colleges to shame. Yet in many of these
schools, which are sponsored by huge amounts of
government money and programs, the quality of
education continues to decline.
This very same philosophy and strategy is used
today to promote “Christianity” around the world.
Multitudes of “ministers” are preaching a “prosperity
Gospel” and denigrating the poor; and goodwill
organizations are throwing money at impoverished
communities; yet the quality of worship, godly
spirituality, and holy living continue to decline. We
see everywhere today on the “Christian” landscape
multimillion-dollar buildings under construction,
$50,000 signs, Hollywood lighting and effects, costly
TV and Internet programs, golden chandeliers, and
paid musicians from the world of entertainment. But
in most cases these things are substitutes for the lack
of Pentecostal power and conviction which is most
needed to “win” people to the true Gospel.
May the Lord help us in Zion Assembly to know
that the Truth is not dependent upon a multimilliondollar facility, the latest marketing techniques, or
some learned statement of faith that is merely recited
in a vain attempt to claim converts. In fact, the very
essence of soul-winning is not something that can be
humanly facilitated or manufactured! It is wholly the
dynamic work of the Holy Ghost witnessing through
His church and saints.
We can know “the doctrine” like the back
of our hand; we can have the purest set of teachings
this side of heaven; but for the church to effectively
minister the precious truths of the Gospel, we must
have old-time Pentecostal power! We can have an
accredited Bible college, but we have nothing if we
don’t have the Holy Ghost! We can have a tabernacle
that can seat 25,000 people, and every seat be filled,
but if we don’t have the Holy Ghost, we will be
spiritually empty, poor, blind, and naked. We can
have five hundred books and tracts written about

every subject under the sun, but if we don’t have the
Holy Ghost active among us we have nothing! We can
have a new church building, more members and more
finances, BUT we must have the power, presence,
demonstration, and witness of the Holy Ghost to be
truly successful in fulfilling the mission of the church!
Our Presiding Bishop stated during an
inspiring message to the General Assembly in our
former fellowship that the church is a “Divine
Institution,” but the world has begun to see too much
of the institution and not enough of the Divine. I say,
“Amen!” We urgently need the witness of the Triune
God to speak on behalf of His people. A godly man
or woman that presents himself/herself in modesty,
with the joy and victory of the Lord, does not need an
outward sign to prove his testimony and convince the
world to Whom he/she belongs! I sometimes wonder
what Jesus would think of all the WWJD bracelets,
necklace-bearing crosses, and pull-over shirts that
say, “I love Jesus!” I don’t think any of those things in
and of themselves are necessarily grotesque to Him,
but I believe He would stress to us fervently, “Why
not get a good dose of the Holy Ghost and let Him
shine His light through you!”
Modern Christianity focuses largely on size,
numbers, facilities, and finances. Entire retreats are
geared toward how to become a “mega church” and be
“successful.” Pastors spend countless hours stressing
over how to relax and make everyone comfortable
with plush seating and surroundings. They are trying
to create a “feel good” atmosphere with a motive
to increase attendance and finances. Their sermons,
music, lighting, and programs in general are riddled
with compromises, and amount to little more than
seeker-friendly social clubs. Don’t misunderstand me:
We should be aware of the tone of our services, and
our people and our facilities should be inviting, clean,
and well organized; however, as pastor I should be
primarily concerned about whether or not the Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost feel welcome and will find a
pew to sit in!
Brethren let us leave this Assembly and
go back to our fields of labor wih the desire and
conviction to make eery effort possible to have Upper
Room experiences in our local churches. Nothing will
bring revival but the Hoy Ghost being active among
us and present to minsiter to the people. Pray until He
comes!
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October World Mission Report
“O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the
voice of triumph. For the LORD most high is terrible; he is
a great King over all the earth (Ps. 47. 1-2).
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Star of
Wonder
A

nd so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should
be deliered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the lord came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.
And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, good
will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see
this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they
came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And
when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told
them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had
heard and seen, as it was told unto them. --Luke 2:6:20.
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Merry Christmas from the
International Offices
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“Can I Get a Witness?”
Note, this message was preached by Pam Jones, International Youth director [2017-2019], during the 16th
annual General Assembly on September 6, 2019. It was inspired by the Assembly theme, “Ye are My
witnesses, saith the Lord [Jehovah].” Sister Jones was on September 8th appointed director of International
Ladies Ministries. Allen Thompson succeeded her in the position of International Youth director.
“And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came
forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that
the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to
day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace . . .
And Elijah said unto [Elisha], Tarry, I pray thee, here;
for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As
the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave
thee. And they two went on. And fifty men of the sons
of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and
they two stood by Jordan. And Elijah took his mantle,
and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they
were divided hither and thither,
so that they two went over on
dry ground. And it came to
pass . . . that Elijah said unto
Elisha, Ask what I shall do for
thee, before I be taken away
. . . And Elisha said, I pray
thee, let a double portion of
thy spirit be upon me. And he
said, Thou hast asked a hard
thing: nevertheless, if thou
see me when I am taken from
thee, it shall be so unto thee
. . . And it came to pass, as
they still went on, and talked,
that, behold, there appeared a
chariot of fire, and horses of
fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went
up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and
he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel,
and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more:
and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in
two pieces. He took up also the mantle of Elijah that
fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank
of Jordan; And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell
from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the
LORD God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten
the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha
went over” (2 Kg. 2.3-14)

In v. 9 the motive and heartthrob of Elisha,
the servant of Elijah, is revealed---a desire which very
much pleased the Lord: Elisha desired to have a “double
portion” of the anointing that was upon his master: “Let
a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.” Elisha
knew that without the Spirit of God, nothing can be
accomplished! It reminds us of the prophecy of the angel
of the Lord unto Zerubbabel during the rebuilding of
the temple in Jerusalem: “Then he answered and spake
unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord unto
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but
by my spirit, saith the Lord of
hosts” (Zech. 4.6).
It is important to notice,
however, that in v. 10, there is a
big “if” regarding the granting
of Elisha’s request: “And
[Elijah] said, Thou hast asked
a hard thing: nevertheless, if
thou see me when I am taken
from thee, it shall be so unto
thee; but if not, it shall not
be so.” If you want a double
portion of the Spirit, you’ve got
to be a witness, and that will
cost you something---indeed
everything! Jesus said,
“Whosoever will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it;
but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the
gospel’s, the same shall save it. For what shall it profit
a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for
his soul? Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed,
when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels (Mk. 8.34-38).
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tidings another day: but this day thou shalt bear
no tidings, because the king’s son is dead. Then
said Joab to Cushi, Go tell the king what thou
hast seen. And Cushi bowed himself unto Joab
and ran. Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok yet
again to Joab, but howsoever, let me, I pray thee,
also run after Cushi. And Joab said, Wherefore,
wilt thou run, my son, seeing that thou hast no
tidings ready? But howsoever, said he, let me run.
And he said unto him, Run” (2 Sam. 18.19-23).

And who would know that better than the
apostle Paul who wrote to Timothy, saying, “For the
which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I
am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and
am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have
committed unto him against that day” (2 Tim. 1.12).
Now back to our text passage. Notice v. 12.
Elisha saw the rapture of Elijah in the chariot of fire--caught up in a whirlwind to heaven! “He cried, My
father, my father . . . And he saw him no more; and
took hold of his own clothes and rent them in two
pieces.” This demonstrated his deep sorrow for Elijah’s
departure. But then he took up the mantle of Elijah
that had fallen from him while being caught up in the
whirlwind. This represented that an ordained authority
came upon Elisha, but also, it signified the burden of
the ministry. See, you must “take up your cross to
follow [the Lord].” Jesus said, “Take My yoke upon
you!” Adorned with the mantle of the Lord, Elisha was
now prepared for the ministry, for the anointing was
upon him. He was now ready to be an effective witness:

Can I Get a Witness?

Editorials

Continued from page 3

New Book by Presiding Bishop
Bishop Phillips is writing a new book that is
expected to be ready for publication sometime in
February. The title is The Gospel of the Kingdom
of God and will be used as a textbook for Zion
Assembly Bible College and Seminary as well as
the School of Ministry; it will also be well-suited
for Bible studies in the local churches throughout
the church worldwide. We expect also the book to
be used by other Christian fellowships and kingdom
saints. We know of several Christian groups now
that are using Bishop Phillips’ books---The Bible
Church, Mystery of Sin, Quest to Restore God’s
House, et al.---for Bible studies as well as sources
for formal academic achievement.
The Gospel of the Kingdom of God is divided
into twelve chapters covering the entire spectrum
of the doctrine of the Kingdom of God, including
chapters on the “Parables of the Kingdom,” “Keys
of the Kingdom,” “Millennial Reign of Christ
and the Saints,” and the “New Heavens and New
Earth.”

“But ye shall receive power after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall
be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1.8).
The mantle of Elijah signified he authority of
God. Elisha went back to the Jordan River and stood
upon the bank. There he “smote the waters” and said,
“Where is the LORD GOD of Elijah? And when he
had also smitten the waters, they parted hither and
thither” (2 Kg 2.13-14). The sons of the School of
the Prophets witnessed the miraculous scene which
confirmed Elisha’s divine leadership and anointed
ministry: they “bowed themselves to the ground before
him” [a gesture of submission to the government and
ministry of Christ and the church in the person of Elisha!]
A witness says what he knows
and knows what he says!

Progress on New Addition to
International Oﬃces

Runners with no message are not Witnesses!
“Then said Ahimaaz (A-him-a-oz) the son
of Zadok, Let me now run, and bear the king
tidings, how that the Lord HATH AVENGEd HIM
oF HIS ENEMIES. And Joab said unto him, Thou
shalt not bear tidings this day, but thou shalt bear

The construction of the new addition to the
International Ministries Complex is progressing
well. The walls for the second floor are now
complete, and the roofline and impressive front
look of the building is now underway [see progress
in pictures on p.13].
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Embrace
the
Experience
A weekend of fun, joy, and spiritual
renewal for the ladies of Zion

Eastern International
Women’s Retreat

Western International
Women’s Retreat

February 21-23, 2020

January 10-12, 2020

Contact: Pamela Jones
812-620-0052

Contact: Rosie Ramirez
951-966-7862

Application available on website:

Application available on website:

zionassemblychurchofgod.com

zionassemblychurchofgod.com
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Up! Up! Up!

Interior

Side View

Back View
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Report of Building Progress
in Sierre Leone
Greetings in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. I am glad to inform
you that the work of God in Sierre
Leone is progressing by the grace
of God. The servants of God, Pastor
Joseph Alabi and wife, and the
ministers and workers of the church
have been laboring together to
build a beautiful sanctuary that will
accommodate a seating capactiy
of 3,000. The members have been
using their finances and working
diligently to finish the building by
early 2020.				
		
Overseer Mark Agbonifo
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International Youth Camp

Dickson, TN ................. January 17-19, 2020

Ladies Retreat

Ontario, CA ....................... January 10-12, 2020
Pigeon Forge, TN .............. February 21-22, 2020

School of Ministry Institute

Rialto, CA ................... April 5-10, 2020
Cleveland, TN ............. May 3-15, 2020

