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Celebrating Easter
“He is Risen”
(See pp. 8-9)

“Remembrance Day” (see editorial and testimonies, pp. 4-7)

Editorials . . .
Celebrating April 20th
‘Remembrance Day’

It has been fifteen years now since that decisive moment on April 20, 2004 in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, when
eighty-five courageous men and women inspired by the Spirit of God stepped out by faith to reorganize the church under
a new administration. These brave reformers believed the new administration would faithfully yield to the Holy Ghost to
restore and govern the church on the bases of the teachings and practices of Christ and the apostles. That step required the
kind of faith and courage that comes only from God. My heart was enlarged because these ministers and members stood
with us in this momentous action; not primarily as a reaction against our former administration and fellowship, but because
they felt deeply obligated to keep their sacred covenant with the Lord and one another. We all took this stand not because
of resentment or emulation, but in order to remain blameless before the Lord. We did it because the same prophetic vision
that once had inspired our spirit and enlightened our understanding still burned in our hearts and illuminated our minds—a
vision of God’s church here on earth in power, truth, and holiness; a vision of a people committed to keep themselves
under the influence of the Spirit and the authority of the holy Scriptures; a people fully agreed to walk together as one body
under the same rule of faith, government, and discipline.
This great venture of restoration in which we are now engaged was not launched without a price to pay. Since
2004 many of our people have had to sacrifice comforts and conveniences, including places of worship, financial benefits,
ministerial positions, and social status; and, in many cases, we have had to endure ridicule, mockery, marginalization and
shunning by “friends” and families. But we have been so focused and busy in pushing the church forward and fulfilling
her mission in the world that we have hardly noticed the ridicule and slander. And even when it has been pointed out to
us, we have had pity on our critics and opponents rather than harboring any malice and resentment. In the spirit of Jesus
and Stephen, we have rather prayed, “Lord, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
I want to commend our ministers and members for being willing to pay the price to reorder the church according to
the teachings of Christ and the apostles, building again upon the foundation laid for us in old time by “holy men of God”
(1 Cor. 3.10-15; Eph. 2.20; 1 Pet. 3.3-5; 2 Pet. 1.16-21; Jude 3). Like well-trained and seasoned soldiers you have held
your ground, endured hardness and remained true to your convictions. Because of this you have within your own breasts
the witness of the Holy Spirit, and the personal satisfaction that you have been true not only to God but to yourselves.
While others have merely talked about what is right and true, you have put your faith into action, refusing to fellowship
with the “unfruitful works of darkness!” You have not, as Paul put it, merely “beat the air,” but have proven the sincerity
of your convictions by joining in this great move to restore and renew the church—to put it back on the tracks of truth and
genuine spirituality so that she might fulfill her prophetic destiny!
I want to take this opportunity also to commend not only those who were privileged to be in that historic meeting
on April 20, 2004, but those who have since united with the church and have committed themselves to the vision and
prophetic expectation that ravished the hearts of our great forefathers and foremothers in the 1880s and early 1900’s; the
same expectation that had been embraced by the prophets and apostles in the Old and New Testaments. Like Moses, you
have decided rather “to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” You have
refused to hear and support the preaching of a defective Gospel and to participate in fellowships that compromise the
teachings and practices of Jesus and the apostles. You have rather committed yourselves to “continue steadfastly in the
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship” (Acts 2.42; Acts 15.28; 16.4-5; Eph. 2.20). By uniting with Zion Assembly, you have
affirmed or reaffirmed your covenant to live by “every word of God” (Mt. 4.4), to proclaim the “[whole] counsel of God”
(Acts 20.27), and to go into every nation on earth “teaching the all things whatsoever” that Christ commanded (Mt.28.1920). You have affirmed your hope and expectation for “a glorious church, without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing,”
and in Jesus’ promise that “there shall be one fold, and one shepherd” (Jn. 10.16; 17.20-23; Eph. 4.4-6, 11-16)!
For this, you have won my admiration. You have enlarged my heart. Though we are now comparatively few, yet
we have grown from eighty-five in April 2004 to almost 90,000 in 2019. Beginning with 17 ministers we now have 11,006
ministers in 906 churches and 163 missions in 46 nations. And more encouragingly, we have our eyes set on the prophetic
promises that there is coming a massive inflow of converts into the fold! (Is.49.8-23; 52.8-15; 54.1-8; 60.1-5; Jn. 10.16;
20.20-23; Eph. 2.11-19; 4.11-16; 5.27; et al): so much so that the prophet cried out, “Enlarge the place of thy tent . . .
stretch for the curtains of thy habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes; For thou shalt break

forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles . . .” (Is. 54.2-3).
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And the angels said, “He
is not here but is risen.”
Luke 24.6

Remembrance Day . . .
Restored and Being Restored:
Pressing on to Fulfill our Prophetic Destiny
The definition of restoration is returning something to its former condition. This
demands that one search for the original characteristics of that which is being restored:
and then actually to do the restoration work. Regarding the church, the work of
restoration means returning the church to its original pattern and order of things. A
biblical imperative for this is found in Jude 3: “Beloved . . . it was needful for me to
write unto you and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was
once delivered unto the saints.”
The actions taken in 2004, under the name Zion Assembly Church of God, were
consistent with the restoration movements we see in the Scriptures. Accordingly, after
our former fellowship had been faithful to the Lord and His teachings and government for
several generations, the spirit of apostasy crept into the body. A cry against compromise
Anton Burnette
and corruption began to be heard and the faithful responded, taking decisive action on
Director of Education/
April 20, 2004. The church was reorganized and restored; but also now determined not
Media Ministries
only to reach former heights but to exceed all previous accomplishments: and to press
forward to fulfill the church’s prophetic destiny.
Since 2004, many of the “other sheep” have heard His voice thru the church and
responded. Thousands from common denominations and independent churches have abandoned their erroneous
ecclesiological systems to become part of God’s last days’ Zion. Still, the inflow to this point represents but
a small tributary; it will eventually become a mighty river. Oceans of people will pour into God’s church. As
members of Zion Assembly, we are part of what will be the most widely impacting religious movement in history.
And we will again “turn the world upside down” (Acts 17.6).
It is our responsibility to continue to take the work of restoration and perfection. We must push forward to
see endtime prophetic fulfillments and the church glorified! We are not content with the mark that had been reached in the 1920s or 1930s or even the 1990s. No, we want to restore the paths to perfection and heavenly glory.
“And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of
many generations; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell
in” (Is. 58.12).
We must be trendsetters and pacesetters. We are a counter-cultural force. We must swim against the tide of false
teaching and heresy. We cannot sit back. We must . . .
“Awake . . . and put on strength, O Zion . . . Shake thyself from the dust, arise . . . to bring good tidings
[and] publish peace and . . . salvation, [and say], Thy God reigneth” (52.1-7).
We are the church restored and yet being restored: and this restoration work must continue until we reach our
prophetic destiny. We are assured by the sacred Word that the church will “make herself ready” and that Christ
will appear in the air to rapture His bride away. Praise the Lord!
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Remembrance Day . . .
Let Us Never Forget that Day!
Zion Assembly will celebrate its fifteenth anniversary on April 20th. On that
day in 2004, eighty-five dedicated believers came forward and committed themselves
to reorganize the church and to live their lives in accordance with the government and
teachings of Christ and the apostles. The reformers proceeded from that time on under
the name “Zion Assembly Church of God.”
Restoration began the same day the people returned to the Lord, seeking
Him for direction according to His Word. Many had been spiritually torn and bruised
by the confusion and compromises; but God met them in that special meeting in 2004
in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee to bring about healing and clarity and a re-commitment to
His commandments, divine government and discipline.
Pamela Jones
The people left that meeting in Pigeon Forge with a revived spirit and a
International Youth
desire to build again the House of God. There was a shout, a joyful noise: for the
Director/General Treasurer people were assured that the future held good things to come. The favor of God was
upon them and they proceeded again with “a lively hope” to do mighty works for
God. In June, two months later, the first issue of the Voice of Zion was published. In July the first youth camp
was held. The following year mission works were established in Africa and Central America; the first School of
Ministry was conducted in Cleveland with 35 in attendance; regional conventions were held, and construction on
the International Office Building began. Zion Assembly was up and running and alive in the anointing of the Spirit.
“Come and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten, and he
will bind us up. After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in
his sight. Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth” (Hosea 6.1-3).
As each year passed, the church continued to follow on to know the LORD. Duly appointed councils and committees sought the direction of the Lord and searched the Scriptures to move forward in the anointing of the Spirit.
The Presiding Bishop, Wade H. Phillips, with a heart-felt love for God and His people, guided the flock to take
decisive actions to move the church forward. And the favor of God was evident: for the rain of His Spirit came
pouring down upon the church.
In just fifteen years the church has increased from the original eighty-five members [17 of whom were
ministers] to 1106 ministers, 906 churches and 163 missions in 46 nations, with 88,356 members. There is more
work to do and blessings to receive as we follow on to the know the Lord.
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Remembrance Day . . .
Gloriously Converted to the Church
I was eating breakfast at a Hardees restaurant in Polk county Tennessee when a
well-dressed man came to the table and sat down where I was seated with several other men.
These men sat together for breakfast regularly. The staff there called it the old-timers table.
I was the youngest there. These men talked about politics and religion and life in general. I
always tried to take every opportunity to be a bold witness for the Lord. That well-dressed
man I mentioned was our Presiding Bishop, Brother Phillips. I found out later that he had
often come in to have a cup of coffee and biscuit with these men before he went to his office.
He would speak about the Lord and His church and the more I listened to him the more the
Holy Ghost would deal with me concerning His church.
Brother Phillips and I began to have many conversations and struck up a friendship.
He invited me to a men’s meeting that I attended at the Cleveland church. I was given the
Abstract of Faith by one of the brothers and began to study it. I was a member at that time
Daron Miller
of the Church of God (“Elders”) so I had a lot of questions. Brother Phillips graciously took
Assistant World
me on evangelistic trips with him for several months, and also took many hours out of his busy
Mission director
schedule to unravel the truths set forth by the church. Pastor Anton Burnette also would come
along at times and speak with me. I so much appreciate these men of God. So, we established
what Brother Phillips called the “University of Hardees”, teaming up together to give a unified
witness to the 15-20 men who would meet regularly at the restaurant.
Still, while I was witnessing to others about the Lord, the Holy Ghost was dealing with me day and night
about who and what His church really is. The prophet’s question, “Who is she?” rang continuously in my ears. I lost
a lot of sleep pondering over the revelation of the church. You see, I was being converted to His church. Sometimes
this process is painful, but it’s powerful. The Lord was prodding me to follow Him into greater light, and that meant
I would have to change my mind on a lot of things. But I later realized I wasn’t running from something; I was
running to something---something bigger and grander than anything I had ever experienced in my Christian life. For
years I had cried out to the Lord, “Don’t leave me out of what you are doing in these last days!” And, praise God, He
answered my cry. He put me right in the middle of His glorious church and her work in these last days. It is miraculous!
When one is converted to Christ in salvation, it’s a miracle; and when one is converted to the church it’s
miraculous and glorious. The day I covenanted with the Lord and His church is very special to me. Brother Phillips
administered the covenant to me on my birthday in the Cleveland church in 2017. Soon after that, I was able to go to
the School of Ministry and that same year I was appointed at the General Assembly as assistant world mission director.
It was a dream come true; I was fulfilling the call of God upon my life. What a mighty God we serve!
One of the major characteristics of the church has especially impacted me: the love and fellowship of the
people. “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if you have love one to another” (Jn. 13.35). The love
of God is pure and simple. The following is one example of this. Before I was even ordained to be a minister, I was
invited to sit in on the committee meetings in Pigeon Forge to get to know some of the leaders of the church and to see
how the church functions. The brethren there embraced me with the love of God, and that impacted me greatly. There
weren’t any big I’s and little you’s. They had all things in common. “And to make all men see what is the fellowship of
the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ” (Eph.
3.9). I found the fulfillment of this passage in Zion Assembly. I had found The Lost Link!
Our love, our consecration, our commitment to the teachings of Christ and our dedication to carry out the Lord’s
commands sets us apart to be His church. It is good to be the “Church of God,” walking by the same rule, speaking the same
thing, and having the same mind (Jn. 17.20-21; 1 Cor.1.10; Phil. 3.16). “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4.13).
Something in our Abstract of Faith just now came to mind: “Zion Assembly has further obligated itself to
publish and proclaim the full Gospel into all the world in obedience to Christ’s commission to the church” (Mt. 28.19).
I thank God I found the church, or just maybe it was she who found me!
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Remembrance Day . . .
Found My Restingplace
What happened in Judah, did not stay in Judah. Compromising the truth,
the Word of God, personally or collectively by a group, is sin; and sin always affects
others. Just ask Daniel and his friends: each had to pay a great price for the atrocious
sins of their nation. Judah had been God’s chosen people, protected and treasured by
the Lord; however, they were beguiled and led astray by their leaders: and the nation
fell into unfathomable depths of sin and degradation. How leadership governs really
does matter. Thus, the old saying, “like people, like priest” (Hos. 4.9), that is, “the
priests rule by their own means [power]; and my people love to have it so” (Jer. 5.31).
I thank the Lord for the solid biblical teachings of Zion Assembly and
the universal unity of the church: for all is the same everywhere---in Africa, India,
Bangladesh,
Southeast Asia, Mexico, South America, Central America, Canada,
Glenda Major
United States and throughout the world. All are governed by the same rule of faith,
VOZ/SYNC
government, and discipline. Zion does not act nonchalantly nor use theatrics nor allow
director
herself to be influenced by half-baked philosophies and a watered-down Gospel to
teach and train her ministers and people. She depends upon the anointing of the Holy
Spirit to proclaim the plain truths of the Gospel as well as the deep things of God--“the unsearchable riches of Christ”. I am enriched and sustained by the church’s ministry. The sound doctrine she
proclaims and the precious government she decrees resonates through every fiber of my being and carries over to
affect the saved and unsaved loved ones in my family.
My soul is thirsty and hungry, and I seem never to get enough of His grace and glory, nor enough of
the revelation of His church. I love being in His presence! I thank God that He allowed me to become a charter
member of Zion Assembly on April 20, 2004. I wake each morning letting Him know how much I love Him, and
am determined to do everything in my power to spread the word of His kingdom and to help build His church. I
am grateful for His incredible friendship. His faithfulness has won my admiration and worship; but I believe I am
most thankful to Him for setting me in Zion: for here I found my prophetic restingplace (Jer. 50.6).

What Zion Assembly Means to Me

Marie Carroll
Cleveland, TN

I thank the Lord for Zion Assembly: because I know that no matter what happens my
church family has my back. I’ve been attending Zion Assembly since I was eleven and joined
the church a little over two years ago at the age of 16. I’m now eighteen. In these seven years,
I’ve learned what it means to be a true Christian and to have faith in Christ and to live for Him.
Zion Assembly has helped me put on all the whole armor of God, as well as to
teach me the truths of the Bible. Zion has helped me get through my roughest points
in life. When I’ve been knocked down by tests and hard times, Zion has helped me to get
back up! My brothers and sisters in Christ have joined with me at the altar on many
occasions to pray and seek the Lord for strength and they’ve encouraged me to keep
on going for Him. Zion has proved to me that there is no family like a true church family.
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These words recorded in Luke 24.39 were
first spoken to Jesus’ disciples, that is, to ten
of the twelve, for Judas had apostatized and
Thomas was curiously absent in their first
meeting which took place in the evening on
the day of His resurrecion. (Eight days later
in another meeting in which Thomas was
present, these same words were spoken to
him for his benefit---Jn. 20.26).
The Disciples had assembled with a few
friends and other disciples in secret for fear
of the Jews. They were discussing the reports
of Jesus’ resurrection appearance to Peter and
Mary Magdalena and the other women, and
the fascinating testimony of the two disciples
who had met Him on the road to Emmaus
earlier in the afternoon but had not at first
recognized Him (Mt. 28.1-10; Mk. 16.9-14;
Lu. 24.1-35; Jn. 20.19-20; Acts 1.1-6). These
reports created a mixture of hope, anxiety,
doubt, and perplexity. If He was indeed raised
from the dead, where was He now? Would
He show Himself again to all the brethren?
What would He look like---the Jesus on the
Cross or the Jesus of the Transfiguration?
Or yet perhaps the Jesus described by the
prophet Isaiah: the Jesus whose “visage was
so marred more than any man” so that few
would be able to recognize Him? Or would
His appearance be beatific, changed by God’s
wonderful power into unimaginable grace
and beauty?
What is most significant in His
miraculous appearance “in the midst of
them” in the enclosed chamber is that He
desired to fully convince them that He was
indeed raised bodily from the dead and
was alive forevermore!---to assure them
that He was no “spirit” nor phantom nor
figment of their imagination, nor of anyone’s
imagination! That His body had been
miraculously quickened and raised up by the
power of God. And, therefore, that the “gates
of hell” had not prevailed against Him. They
needed to know that neither the mighty
powers of the Roman Empire nor the powers
of darkness were able to hold Him down!
Jesus was intent on removing all fear, anxiety
and doubt from those whom He would send
forth to be His witnesses into all the earth.

“Behold My Hands
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s and My Feet . . .”

Thus, He says to them, “Behold
My hands and My feet, that it is I myself:
handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not
ﬂesh and bones, as ye see Me have.” And
to further prove Himself to them, He
said, “Have ye here any meat [food]”,
and He ate “a piece of broiled ﬁsh and
of an honeycomb” (Lu. 24.41-43).
Our faith stands therefore not on the
wisdom of men but on the power of God. The
church was established not on clever, mystical
notions like those represented in Eastern
religions; but on the concrete facts of history--“Behold My hands and My feet . . . it is I Myself!”
This declaration has a objective element in it:
namely, that this same Jesus whom you have
known in the flesh, whom you had touched
and handled, upon whose breast you had laid
your head, and heard His hearttbeat and felt
His warmth; this same Jesus, born of a woman,
who once lay in a manger in Bethlehem, is He
who now stands before you: a testimony of
God’s resurrecting power and justifying grace
(Rom., 4.25; 5.18)! The apostle John thus says,
“That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we have looked
upon, and our hands have handled, of the
Word of life; (For the life was manifested,
and we have seen it, and bear witness, and
shew unto you that eternal life, which was
with the Father, and was manifested unto
us;) That which we have seen and heard
declare we unto you, that ye also may
have fellowship with us . . .” (1 Jn. 1.3).
And hear the admonition of Peter:
“Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which according
to his abundant mercy hath begotten
us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, To an inheritance incorruptible,
and undeﬁled, and that fades not away,
reserved in heaven for you, Who are
kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation . . .” (1 Pet. 1.3-4).
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International Ladies Retreat
Pacific Coast

The Lord blessed us with an exceptional retreat this year. God’s Spirit was felt throughout the week-end of
January 25-26, 2019. Priscilla Pompa was used greatly, leading the women in worship in a way that was quiet and
serene yet pleasing to the Lord. Everyone was moved by His sweet Presence. Two of the sisters blessed us with their
testimonies and words of encouragement. Noemi Diaz blessed us with a special Spirit-filled song, and Maria Avila
delivered an edifying message filled with words of encouragement using Proverbs 3.5-6, reminding us not to lean on
our own understanding but to trust in the Lord with all our hearts.
Saturday morning the Lord blessed us with another inspirational service, allowing us to feel His presence
strongly. Naomi Diaz led the worship service and the Lord used her to help us open our minds and hearts to worship
with “all that is within us.” Barbara Rivera and Maribel Fermin brought words of encouragement with their messages
on being a fountain of living water and the bread of life. After the morning service we had time to fellowship with each
other and shared what the Lord has done, is doing, and will do for us if we wait upon Him. Some sisters chose to go to
the beach, or shopping or to enjoy the many good restaurants available in the beautiful town of Oxnard.
God’s beautiful Spirit accompanied us in our Saturday night service as we continued rejoicing. We all were
being edified, strengthened and comforted with Spirit-filled songs, and a message by Daisy Abrego.
During on last session on Sunday morning, one could see God’s blessings on the women’s faces. A peaceful and
loving spirit was evident because of what God had done for everyone. There was much emotional and spiritual healing
and encouragement. Everyone seemed to be encouraged to continue on in the Lord. Josefina Ortega brought a message
filled with good instruction and spiritual illumination for us to keep strong in the Lord and to continue on our journey
until the end.
We appreciate our director, Rosie Ramirez, for her willingness to step in at a time of need so that God’s work
is carried on. May the Lord greatly bless her and everyone who contributed to making this Ladies’ retreat a success!
Honoria Garavito, reporter
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International Ladies Retreat
Eastern United States

Ninety ladies from fourteen local churches came together in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee where theaters, shows,
restaurants, and retail stores abound. Though many of the local attractions were enjoyed, including the breathtaking scenic
views of the Appalachian Mountains, these ladies came seeking something better, and were not dissappointed. From the
opening service on Friday to the concludion on Sunday morning (March 1-3), the Spirit of the Lord moved mightily. No
one could deny the presence of the Lord, for each one felt Him and saw Christ in the glowing countenances of the other
retreaters. Even the instruments and the singing rang out for the glory of God.
The theme of this year’s retreat was taken from the real-life experience of two sisters, Mary and Martha, as recorded
in Luke 10.42, “. . .and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” In her mini sermon
Friday night, Wilma Carter from Roanoke, VA got everyone’s attention by referring to a disease she called “Martha-itis.”
She defined it as an ailment that causes one to focus on the lesser things in life. Sister Carter encouraged the ladies to do
as Mary and avoid the disease by maintaining a humble position before Christ--- “at His feet!” Following Sister Carter’s
message, Mandy Thompson of Okolona, MS delivered a thought-provoking mini sermon on the danger of a bad or negative
attitude, again referring to Martha in her complaints to the Lord. In contrast to Martha’s negative attitude, she encouraged
all to take the high ground, of Mary “the good part” that Jesus said, “shall not be taken away.”
After enjoying a lumberjack breakfast Saturday morning, Stephanie Ferrell of the Crossville church in Tennessee
blessed the ladies in telling a portion of the story of Christian, the main character in Pilgrim’s Progress. She gave us all a
huge helping of courage in telling what Christian did when he heard the roar of vicious lions coming from the direction
in which he was headed. Did he cower? You will have to read the book or ask any lady who attended the retreat. After the
devotion centered on courage, it was easy for Alice Jones of the Cleveland, TN church to lead us in an entertaining activity
in which we learned unusual facts about each other. Truly, our “mouth was filled with laughter” (Ps. 126.2). Immediately
following, Wanda Busbee taught a class on “the good part,” emphasizing that “We’re Better Together.” She spoke on what
it means to be the “light of the world” and a “city set on a hill.”
The Presiding Bishop, accompanied by Bishops Lanny Carter, Joseph Steele, and Scott E. Neill, greeted the ladies
in the evening service. He then preached under a mighty anointing, proclaiming that Christ forgives but also delivers;
stressing the point that there is in fact no true forgiveness where there is no expectation of His deliverance (Jn. 8.36). The
message brought on a strong desire for the ladies to seek God for deliverance. A healing line was formed, and young and old
went through the line crying out to God. A young sister prayed intensely for over an hour with others gathered around to
help her pray as she sought deliverance unto salvation. Encouraging testimonies about God’s healing touch were given by
Ruth Tingler and Ruth Smith. Dale Phillips had earlier addressed the ladies and gave encouraging words.
Before leaving for home on Sunday morning, the sisters of Zion anointed more than 100 handkerchiefs, believing
and expecting to hear wonderful praise reports of healings and wondrous deliverances. We are thankful to our dear sisters,
Kim Erwin and Pam Jones, for directing such a wonderful retreat.
Wanda K. Busbee, reporter
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International Youth Camp
It was a great blessing to participate in the first-ever International Youth Camp [IYC] in Zion Assembly Church of
God. The camp was conducted at Camp Hickory Hills in Dickson, Tennessee on January 25-27, 2019. Fellowship with the
staff and leadership of the church was rich; and witnessing what God is doing among our young people was amazing. How
blessed we are to have young men and women in Zion Assembly who are willing to use their talents and gifts in the work
of the Lord. It was encouraging also to see a group of leaders being raised up by the Lord: young men and women willing
to accept instruction and to step out of their comfort zones to fulfill their callings.
We had sixty-seven in attendance, 42 of whom were ages 12-35. One was saved and one sanctified. Several testified
that they felt a special calling on their lives including a desire to work in the camping ministry. Praise the Lord! Campers and
staff came from Alabama, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and West Virginia. Psalm
133.1 is a fitting description of IYC 2019. “Behold, how good and how pleasant [it is] for brethren to dwell together in unity!”
Campers were divided by age groups into classes focused on the theme, “Higher Ground.” Hettie Dodson was the
teacher for campers 16 and older. She steered her classes toward training youth for the camping ministry. Each camper
was given a goody bag filled with random items ranging from chocolate bars to fairy wings. The campers were instructed
to come up with a devotion or scripture related to their items. In this way they were challenged and inspired to become
effective cabin leaders. Campers testified that this class was one of the best they had experienced in camp! The younger
campers (ages 12-15) were in a class under the direction of Stephanie Ferrell and Kara Spicer. The theme was built around
the activity of hiking. Students not only learned spiritual concepts related to hiking but participated in an actual hiking event
on the beautiful property of Camp Hickory Hills. Pam Jones provided “Staff Training” for our adults, and worked with our
IYC director, Kim Erwin, to compile policies and procedures for our camping ministry.
IYC was a time of encouragement, fellowship, unity and instruction in the work of the Lord. The presence of
God was felt and manifested richly in our services. The leadership challenged our young people to learn to serve through
camping ministries and to share personal testimonies of what God is doing in their lives. There are many different roles
and responsibilities in the camping ministry. We are confident that our interactions with the campers will leave a good and
lasting impression upon them. We always want to be good representatives of Christ, showing forth His love and grace and
truth. Praise God for what He is doing in the camping ministry!

Kara Spicer, Stephanie Ferrell and Hettie Dodson, reporters
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The Work Advancing in Costa Rica
The work in Costa Rica led by Overseer Eugenio Cespedes is
advancing by focusing on evangelism and outreach, and by
boldly teaching the “other sheep” the whole “counsel of
God” (Acts 20.27)---“the all things” that Christ commanded
(Mt. 28.19)---“every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God” (Mt. 4.4). Our churches in this beautiful island nation are
also reaching out to those in our former fellowship, who once
knew and stood for the truth. In a sense they are endeavoring
again to “show the house to the house” (Ezek. 43.10).
Brother Cespedes writes, “Our strategy is to focus on love
for the lost, and to endeavor to heal wounds among Christians
caused by divisions and false teachings, and to bring fresh hope
to those who have suffered hurt and disillusionment. We are
motivated by the Spirit and by a vision of the church of the
Bible to restore God’s house, and to reconcile believers in the
“church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3.15).
Zion Assembly now has three churches and five field works in Costa Rica. We appreciate the leadership of Brother
Cespedes and the faithfulness and hard work of the brethren there. May the Lord continue to bless and increase His
government in Costa Rica and throughout Central America.
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Senior Ambassadors Alive and Well
“They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat [plump] and ﬂourishing [green]” (Ps. 92.14).

Roanoke, VA Church
Here we are in 2019. Our seniors have been through much in their lifetime and even in this past year: including
enduring a lot of pain and suffering and hardships, even the loss of family members and loved ones. But as we look back on
2018, we can still say the Lord has been faithful and mindful of His Senior Ambassadors, having sustained us through all.
In Jeremiah 29.11 we read: “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace and
not of evil [calamity], to give you an expected end [a future and a hope].”
We are always encouraged by a leader who will stir us to move ahead, someone who believes we can do the task the
Lord has given to us and that He will be with us always on our journey.
Honoring God is not limited to young people who seem to have unlimited strength and energy. For even in old age,
devoted believers can produce spiritual fruit (Ps. 1.1-3; 103.5; Is. 40.31). There are many faithful seniors who have a fresh
outlook on life in Christ and can teach us a lot about serving the Lord. Seek out an elderly friend or relative to tell you about
their experiences with the Lord, and they will challenge and lift you to new heights of spiritual growth.
Overseers check with your regional leaders to see if the Senior Ambassadors work is going well with your pastors.
Pastors check with your leaders and give them special time to put across this program. Leaders encourage your seniors and
provide programs and activities for them. Visit nursing homes and hospitals; send cards and make phone calls. Provide
fellowship times and plan field trips. Seek God for inspiration.
We recently had a Senior Ambassadors meeting and luncheon at Roanoke on February 16th. I opened the meeting.
Pastor Carter greeted the group and blessed the meal. I gave a talk about the heart set apart for God. Vernon Johnson sang,
“When I Cry.” And a visitor sang, “Open the eyes of my heart, Lord.”
I gave a short reading titled, CRAMMING for FINALS, about a ninety-six-year-old lady who was a faithful attendant
at a woman’s Bible studies. She came to the meeting with her lessons prepared and knew all the answers. One day a tactless
member asked her, “Why do you work so hard on these lessons when you’re so old and it doesn’t matter?” Grandma Bess
Elkins looked up and said confidently, “I’m cramming for my finals.”
We should be ever mindful that we are on a short journey thru time to eternity.
Check with the following for helps and materials to use for Senior Ambassadors programs:
www.yestoserve.org---Half-Two author Wes Wick---Yes! Young enough to serve.org.
Thanks to all who are working to minister to seniors and to grow our churches.
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Ruth M. Tingler
International director
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Theme:
“A Biblical Revelation”
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School of Ministry Course Schedule
California
The Kingdom, the Church, and God’s Divine Government --- Wade H. Phillips
Greek & English Pronunciation --- Wanda Busbee
End Times --- Anton Burnette
Perseverance and Eternal Security --- Bruce Sullivan

Post Graduate
The Kingdom, the Church, and God’s Divine Government--- Wade H. Phillips
Water Baptism, Communion, Feet Washing, Church Membership & Discipline---Bruce Sullivan

Cleveland (Week 1)
Epistles of Paul --- Bruce Sullivan
Evangelism --- Bruce Sullivan
Kingdom of God/Millennial Reign --- Wade H. Phillips
Bible Church --- Anton Burnette
Church vs Independent Ministries & Denominationalism --- Anton Burnette

Cleveland (Week 2)
Perseverance and Eternal Security --- Bruce Sullivan
End Times --- Anton Burnette
World Religions & Christianity --- Bruce Sullivan
Kingdom of God/Millennial Reign --- Wade H.Phillips
Greek --- Wanda Busbee

Post Graduate
The Kingdom, the Church, and God’s Divine Government --- Wade H. Phillips
Perseverance and Eternal Security --- Bruce Sullivan

Note: Applications for the School of Ministry can be obtained from the church website
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“. . . and nothing shall be
impossible unto you.”
---Jesus

The 2018 Annual Assembly
Minutes available by April 8, 2019

Special price for the complete set
2004-2018 is $75.00 (a savings
of $30.00)

