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Pressing Forward to fulfill the Great Commission 

Jesus said, 

“The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are 
few; pray ye therefore, the Lord of the harvest, that 
he would send forth labourers into his harvest. Go 

your ways: behold I send you 
forth as lambs among wolves. 
Carry neither purse, nor 
script, nor shoes; and salute 
no man by the way . . . And 
into whatsoever city ye enter, 
and they receive you, eat such 
things as are set before you: 
And heal the sick .  . . and say 
unto them, The kingdom of 
God is come nigh unto you” 
(Lu. 10.2-9).  



Editorials . . .

    Glorious General Assembly

 The recent General Assembly was in many ways one of the most spiritual and uplifting Assemblies 
we have experienced since we reorganized the church in 2004. The display of spiritual gifts and talents 
and the outpourings of the Holy Spirit were exhilarating and a great blessing. Again this year the 
messages and impressions conveyed thru skits, pageantry and the support ministries programs were 
also impacting and edifying. 
 A full report of the Assembly will be featured in the November issue of the paper. I want to 
mention here, however, the praiseworthy service rendered by Bishop Anton Burnette, superintendent 
of operations, and the Assembly staff during the entire week. These included the ushers headed by 
Pastor Tod Deakle, the clerks headed by Marie Crook, the registrars headed by Renetta Kelton, 
maintenance and props in charge of Jim Orange, video and internet streaming in charge of Danny 
Shroader, Madison Kachel and America Burnette, sound equipment in charge of Jerry Pounders 
assisted by Lee Jaynes, photography in charge of Julie Steele, stage management in charge of Bishop 
Joe A. Steele, projection operations directed by Donnie Burnette, music in charge of Todd and Kim 
Erwin, and special programs directed by Wanda K. Busbee. We would be amiss if we failed to mention 
also the special contributions made by Alice Jones and Glenda Major. These ladies organized and 
sponsored in large part, respectively, the Ministers’ and Companions’ Luncheon on Tuesday and the 
SYNC Luncheon on Saturday.

‘Laboring Together with God’ to Reach the Nations:
Seeking to Excel in the October World Mission Drive

 
 It is both a privilege and spiritually rewarding to be “[laboring] together with God” in these very 
last days to fulfill the “Great Commission”. We are now fully engaged in “[Going and teaching all 
nations], baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you [always], even 
unto the end of the world” (Mt. 28.19-20).  

Our pastors, churches and mission workers in Zion Assembly are to be highly commended for 
your faithful labors in this great mission enterprise. My heart swells with gratitude and pastoral 
pride when I consider your patient labors, and your holy determination and consistency to press 
forward to fulfill the great task that Jesus gave to us before He ascended back to the Father. In the 
spirit of the great missionary apostle, I “boast of you . . . [for] your zeal hath provoked very many” 
unto good works (2 Cor. 9.2-3). I can say without reservation, that our ministers and members in 
Zion Assembly are “not a whit behind” the most zealous mission workers in the world. For you 
consistently year after year excel in this noble work, laboring tirelessly and giving liberally of 
your time and finances to please and obey the Lord “in all things”, and to be a blessing to lost 
souls and “other sheep” scattered throughout the 196 nations of the world. Through your labors and 
liberal giving in our March and October mission drives, over 45,000 souls have been redeemed and 
regenerated, and over 50,000 “other sheep” have been taught the “more perfect way” of holiness and 
the prophetic vision of the church. Praise the Lord!

      
          Continued on page 15
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 There is not a spiritual or moral attribute of 
the Christian believer that is more admirable than 
faithfulness. This praiseworthy quality is thus also 
magnified in God. The psalmist wrote a large portion 
of Psalm 89 to exalt this perfection in the Lord, saying 
“The heavens shall praise thy wonders, O Lord: thy 
faithfulness also in the congregation of the saints.” 
And in admiration of the goodness and forgiving 
nature of the Lord, 
the prophet Jeremiah 
exclaimed, “great 
is Thy faithfulness” 
(Lam. 3.23). 
          I have in mind 
here, however, a 
structured or orderly 
faithfulness, that 
is, a faithfulness in 
the context of the 
saint’s position in the 
visible and corporate 
body of the church,  
a position in which 
each member finds 
his duly-appointed 
place in the government and work of the church 
and abides and labors therein faithfully to fulfill his 
part in the body of Christ. It is indeed impressive to 
observe a faithful man or woman who is ever about the 
Father’s business, always going about steadily on time 
and consistently, to do what he or she is appointed to 
do; whether it is in reporting, in tithing and giving, 
in attendance to scheduled meetings of the church, 
or in fulfilling his/her part in duly-assigned duties in 
the context of the church’s support ministries. When 
members are totally occupied in fulfilling their own 
duties and responsibilities, the devil has little, or no, 

Wade H. Phillips
Presiding Bishop

opportunity to tempt them with worldly attractions 
and carnal things, or to preoccupy them with judging 
what others in the church may or may not be doing.        
          I have noticed in my fifty years in the ministry and 
fellowship of the church, that in nine out of ten cases in 
which a person is criticizing another person’s work, he 
is not doing his own work. I heard of a woman some 
years ago that was always complaining to her husband 

about her neighbor’s 
wash hanging on the 
clothesline in open 
view. She kept pointing 
out and saying, “Look 
how dirty and dingy 
those clothes are.” Her 
husband finally got 
tired of her constant 
complaining and 
criticizing and took a 
cloth and wiped the 
dirt and grime from the 
kitchen window that 
his wife was looking 
through: and, behold, 
the neighbor woman’s 

wash was white and clean! 
          I recall on one occasion while working in 
the coal mines of a man complaining to his foreman 
that he had been watching a fellow miner for over 15 
minutes and that the man had been doing nothing the 
whole time except wasting the company’s money. The 
foreman then asked the tattletale, “And what did you 
accomplish in those 15 minutes?”  
          Finding our place in the organization and 
corporate work of the church is vitally important; 
and it is just as important to abide in our place in the 
church: so that we may perform our assigned duties 

Note: the following is Section VI of the Presiding Bishop’s annual address delivered 
in the recent General Assembly on Friday morning, September 7th... It seems fitting 
to include it in this mission edition of the paper: for it encourages our ministers and 
workers to discipline themselves to work together in the government and divine order 
of the church to produce the maximum yield of fruit for the harvest. If we will take 
heed to this counsel, we will surely excel in the October World Mission Drive: and 
a harvest of souls will be realized, and a stronger and more vibrant fellowship and 
union in Christ will be forged in the church. 

Seeking Excellence thru 
Faithfulness and Spiritual Disciplines

“There is not a spiritual or moral attribute of the 
Christian believer that is more admirable than 
faithfulness. This praiseworthy quality is thus 
also magnified in God. The psalmist wrote a 
large portion of Psalm 89 to exalt this perfection 
in the Lord, saying ‘The heavens shall praise thy 
wonders, O Lord: thy faithfulness also in the 
congregation of the saints.’ And in admiration 
of the goodness and forgiving nature of the Lord, 
the prophet Jeremiah exclaimed, ‘great is Thy 
faithfulness’ (Lam. 3.23).”
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and complete the work apportioned to us (cf. 2 Cor. 
8.10-15). The apostle Paul explained, “But now hath 
God set the members every one of them in the body, 
as it hath pleased him” (1 Cor. 12.18). Earlier in this 
passage he emphasized that “there are diversities of 
gifts . . .  differences of administrations . . . diversities 
of operations . . . But all these worketh that one and 
selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as 
he will” (vv. 4-11).  He then concluded his inspired 
explanation by emphasizing that not all have the same 
office, gifts, and position in the church; but all work 
together for the upbuilding of the church and toward 
the completion of her mission in the world (vv. 27-
30). In fact, he boldly points out, using again the body 
metaphor, that some members which “we think are 
less honorable” are just as important to the proper 
functioning of the body as members which we tend 
to see as more honorable (vv. 14-26). He lays out he 
same principles in 2 Cor. 9.1-13.     
            In his letter to Titus, whom he had appointed to 
oversee the churches in Crete (Titus 1.5), the apostle 
further shows the kind of conduct that is expected 
of ministers and members in God’s house. The core 
characteristics of this holy lifestyle are sobriety 
[sensibleness], dignity, wisdom, thoughtfulness, 
soundness in faith and 
doctrine, discretion 
and sexual purity at 
home and in public, 
and brotherly love and 
patience. In a word, 
all of the members are 
expected to illustrate 
“a pattern of good 
works” and to manifest 
a behavior that 
“becometh holiness” 
(2.1-9).  Significantly, 
he then sums up his 
instructions, saying, 
“showing all good 
fidelity [faithfulness]; 
that they may adorn 
the doctrine of God 
our Savior in all things” (v. 10). 

Tithing and Giving

           While it is not explicitly singled-out in this 
specific passage in Titus; yet being a faithful tither 
and generous giver is implied in the commands to be 
“a pattern of good works” and “showing all good 
fidelity . . . in all things.” Tithing and giving are core 
principles in God’s Word and constitute essentially 

His financial plan for His church. To be negligent or 
slothful in this spiritual discipline is called robbery 
by the Lord, provokes His displeasure and places the 
disobedient member under a curse. On the other hand, 
to obey this ordinance invokes the Lord’s spiritual and 
material blessings. Listen to the prophet: 

“Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone 
away from mine ordinances and have not kept 
them. Return unto Me, and I will return unto 
you, saith the Lord . . . Will a man rob God? Yet 
ye have robbed Me . . . in tithes and offerings. 
Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed 
Me . . . Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in mine house, and prove 
Me now herewith saith the Lord . . . if I will not 
open the windows of heaven, and pour you out 
a blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for 
your sakes . . . And all nations shall call you 
blessed . . .” (Mal. 3.7-12).      

     
           We have mentioned the importance of tithing 
and giving several times in recent years because it is 
so essential to the mission and successful operation 

of the church, besides 
being a plainly-stated 
commandment of 
the Lord. When a 
few members fail to 
do their part in this 
important discipline, 
others must give more 
to make up for those 
who do not give their 
part. This ought not 
to be so. Ministers 
especially should be 
an example of this 
spiritual discipline: 
for as the apostle says 
in another place: “be 
thou an example of the 
believers, in word, in 

conversation [conduct], in charity, in faith, in purity” 
(1 Tim. 4.12). Accordingly, counsel and reproof are 
in order when ministers preach one thing and live 
another, and discipline is necessary when they fail to 
respond in faith and humility to good counsel from 
those over them in the Lord. We simply cannot have 
ministers not reporting and not setting a good example 
in the spiritual disciplines of the church, including 
tithing and giving.   
           Let me encourage all of our people to be 

“The core characteristics of this holy lifestyle 
are sobriety [sensibleness], dignity, wisdom,  
thoughtfulness, soundness in faith and doctrine, 
discretion and sexual purity at home and in 
public, and brotherly love and patience. In 
a word, all of the members are expected to 
illustrate ‘a pattern of good works’ and to 
manifest a behavior that ‘becometh holiness’ 
(2.1-9).  Significantly, he then sums up his 
instructions, saying, ‘showing all good fidelity 
[faithfulness]; that they may adorn the doctrine 
of God our Savior in all things’ (v. 10).” 



faithful in the commandment and discipline of tithing 
and giving: and then behold the Lord do His part and 
fulfill His promise: “[I will open to you] the windows 
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the 
devourer for your sakes . . .” 

Teamwork
Every member abiding 

in his/her place and doing his/her part

           It is a beautiful and pleasant sight to see 
brethren manifesting holiness and godly living and 
working together in unity and harmony (Ps.133.1), 
with each member functioning according to his/her 
God-given gifts and 
abilities. Let’s think for 
a moment of the church 
in terms of a “team” 
such as a football or 
basketball team. What 
immediately comes 
to mind is teamwork. 
The success or defeat 
of the team is largely 
dependent on the 
coordination and 
cooperation of the individual players for the sake of the 
team. There are many teams that have an outstanding 
player or superstar, yet never seem to bring home a 
trophy: because their players don’t work together 
to achieve the maximum production collectively. 
On winning teams each player uses his abilities and 
skills to advance the objectives of the whole team. 
There is no room for slackers, nor selfishness and 
vainglorious conceit on the part of any individual 
player; each one does his part in coordination with 
other players to achieve the goal of the team---that 
is, to defeat the opposition and win! Then all may 
glory in the victory achieved by the whole team.  
            Behold how much can be accomplished when 
everyone abides in his place in the church and pours 
himself into his work for the glory of God and the 
church! On the other hand, the apostle warns against 
being disorderly and “busybodies in other men’s 
business [matters]” (2 Thess. 3.11; 1 Tim. 5.13; 1 
Pet. 4.15): for busybodies inevitably gender strife and 
spread discontent and discouragement throughout the 
body of Christ. Thus, the apostle Paul exhorts and 
commands “that ye study to be quiet, and to do your 
own business, and to work with your own hands, as we 
command you” (1 Thess. 4.11).   
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Busybodies and Disorderly Members

          No one likes to think of himself/herself as a 
busybody or disorderly person; but as the old saying 
goes, “If it looks like a duck, walks like a duck, and 
quacks like a duck: it is probably a duck.” There is 
another old saying, “If the shoe fits wear it.” If this be 
the case with any of our people, we exhort you rather 
to be wise, “consider your ways” and be converted to 
the “more excellent way!” 
 We read in Judges in the “church in the desert” 
the repeated observation, “In those days there was 
no king in Israel: and every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes” (Judg. 17.6; 18.1; 21.25). It 
is a reminder that where there is no government nor 

visible governor, the 
people go astray and 
are scattered, and the 
whole nation suffers 
from the disorder 
and apostasy. On the 
other hand, when each 
member of the church 
abides in his calling (as 
a janitor, usher, singer, 
musician, treasurer, 
support ministries 
director or worker, 

teacher, evangelist, deacon, bishop, pastor, overseer, 
or general executive) and accepts his responsibilities 
and duties in the church, applying himself zealously to 
fulfill his particular position, the whole church is blest 
and benefits from his/her faithfulness and self-giving. 
Thus, says the apostle:

“We then [who] are strong ought to bear 
the infirmities of the weak, and not to please 
ourselves. Let every one of us please his neighbor 
[and fellow member in the church] for his good to 
edification. For even Christ pleased not himself: 
but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that 
reproached thee fell on me” (Rom. 15.1-3).  

Surely we can all see that disciplining ourselves to 
abide in our own calling and position in the church, and 
minding our own business and faithfully performing 
our appointed duties is the only way to edify and 
advance the church---I mean, the Lord’s church which 
we all profess to love; and it’s the only way that we 
will be able to see the rapture of “a glorious church, 
without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing . . .”!   

“On winning teams each player uses his abilities and 
skills to advance the objectives of the whole team. 
There is no room for slackers, nor selfishness and 
vainglorious conceit on the part of any individual 
player; each one does his part in coordination with 
other players to achieve the goal of the team---that 
is, to defeat the opposition and win! Then all may 
glory in the victory achieved by the whole team.” 
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The Work in Mideast India
Report on Orphans and Children’s Home  

  By the grace of God, we now have twenty 
orphans in our Zion Children’s Home, providing food, 
shelter, education and the spiritual counsel and nurturing.  
Our children are happy and blessed. Girls and boys of 
different ages dwell together as brothers and sisters in 
our children’s home. Every child belongs to a family and 
grows with love, respect and security. We are praying that 
their lives will be transformed into the image of Christ and 
they will become ideal witnesses for the Lord and better 
citizens for the country. We have received these children 
from remote areas of the country and from the streets of 
the city. Some have no living parents and were virtually 
on the brink of starvation and total deprivation when we 
discovered them. Others were existing on one meal a day. 
We adopted these children and are now giving them free 
food, free accommodation, new clothes, and a Christian 

education. Some parents are very poor and don’t have the resources to feed their children, so we take them into our 
Children’s Home. The children go to school every day from morning to evening. They are divided into various class levels 
according to age and academic abilities. My wife and I teach them Bible stories and lead them in worship and spiritual 
disciplines.
 Some of the children are very dedicated in their love and service to the Lord; while others are being evangelized 
and discipled. Please pray for our outreach and growth in Mideast India and the success of our work with orphans; that 
everything will take care in the future. We have a God-given burden and mandate to take care of these children (Is. 1.17; 
58.6-7; Jas. 1.27). Pray for us in India.                                                   

 Orphans and  Children’s Home was founded for the church in 2010. 
Zion Assembly is committed to helping orphans. Our children’s home 
has been growing with the heartfelt support of the mission department 
of our International headquarters in Cleveland, TN, USA. We are so 
thankful to our Presiding Bishop, Wade H. Phillips, and all our supporters 
in the United States. We appreciate your love and care and generosity 
towards our children in India. May our God richly bless you all. 
                                                        

Talari Padma Rao, reporter                 
Provincial overseer
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Focus on Southeast Africa
(Tanzania, Burundi, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Rwanda)

They were dedicated on August 26, 2018 
as shown in photos on pp. 12-13.
 Bishop David Gomba is the 
overseer of Tanzania and Burundi, and 
the mission representative for Rwanda, 
Zimbabwe, and Zambia. He has become 
a faithful and qualified ambassador for 
the church throughout southeast Africa. 
He and his family reside in Dar es Salaam, 

the capital city of Tanzania, where he has 
also established new churches.   

 The saints in Tanzania are rejoic-
ing over the four new church buildings they 
have built since the 2017 General Assembly 
(see pp. 12-13). The Lord has been faithful, 
and our ministers and members have been 
dedicated to this good work. They made 
the bricks, fetched the water, and supplied 
all the labor to accomplish these great ex-
ploits. The new buildings and churches are 
located in Gibeni, Nyabikondo, Miluma, 
and Kyariko, the latter being still under 
construction at the time of this writing. 

David Gomba,
 National Overseer/Mission Representative
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Pressing Forward to fulfill 
the “Great Commission” 

 “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness 
to all nations; and then shall the end come” (Mk. 24.14).

  I’m confident that our overseers and pastors are “taking the oversight” of the October 
World Mission Drive in their respective regions and churches. The March and October drives 
and the second Sunday mission offerings are the major sources of finance to enable us to con-
tinue to “stretch forth the curtains of [our] habitations” throughout the world. The nations of the 
earth “sit in darkness”, having been blinded by the “god of this world” and bound by the chains 
of sin and spiritual depression. The people are crying out deep in their souls for the Light of the 
World to make her appearance in their lives (Is. 49.6-18). “And he will destroy in this moun-
tain [i.e., in the government and discipline of the church] the face of the covering cast over all 
people, and the vail that is spread over all nations” (25.7; see also 2.2-3; Dan. 7.14, 22, 27). 
 Jesus called His church “the light of the world” (Mt. 5.13); and thus, even while still under 
the Old Covenant, the prophet cried out, “And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to 
the brightness of thy rising . . . Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall fear, 
and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the 
Gentiles shall come unto thee.” And again, “The isles shall wait for thee . . . and thy sons shall 
come from far . . . Because [the Lord] hath glorified thee” (Is. 60.4-5).   
 These prophetic passages are being fulfilled in Zion Assembly even as we write. We have 
seen the Gentiles come to Christ and into the church from 45 of the world’s 196 nations since the 
restoration and reorganization of the church in 2004. More than 45,000 have been converted un-
der the preaching of the Gospel by our ministers, and more than 50,000 of the “other sheep” have 
been taught the more perfect way of holiness and the prophetic vision of the church revealed in 
the Bible! Yet, still, we long to see the exciting fulfillment of the glorious promise: “the abun-
dance of the sea shall be converted unto thee [the church]” (v. 5). 
 What a thrilling time to live and work for God. In the not-to-distant future, we (or our chil-
dren or our children’s children) will witness more fully the prophet’s vision: “[the church’s] 
gates shall be open continually; they shall not be shut day nor night; that men may bring unto 
thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that their kings may be brought” (v. 11). These prophecies 
encourage us to firmly commit ourselves to “go into all the world” with the “all things” mes-
sage (Mt. 28.19-20). 
 As we work together---some going, others supplying the means to go---our seemingly im-
possible task to evangelize and disciple all nations will be accomplished! Despite the spirit of 
antichrist and  hellish opposition, we will overcome and fulfill our mission in the world. Amen! 
For it is written, “the people that do know their God shall be strong and do exploits” (Dan. 
11.32). And Jesus said, “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world”. Funds raised 
for the October World Mission Drive are a vital part of our united effort to see these glorious 
prophecies fulfilled. 

                                                                                                                                ---WHP                   



11

The Lord wanted a tongue one day,
To speak a message of cheer

To a heart that was weary, worn and sad,
And weighed down with vainglory and fear.

He asked for mine, but I was busy quite,
With my own affairs from morn till night.

The Lord wanted a hand one day
To do a loving deed.

He wanted two feet to run an errand for Him,
With determination and gladsome speed,

But I had need of my own that day;
So, to His gentle pleading I answered, “Nay”

Then all that day I used my tongue,
My hands and feet as I chose;
I said some hasty, bitter words

That bruised some hearts, God knows.
I busied my hands with worthless play,

And my willful feet went a crooked way.

The Lord was grieved, for His work undone,
And for lack of willing hearts!

For only thru men does God speak to men
Dumb must He remain apart.

I do not know, but I wish today,
I had let the Lord have His way.

                                                          ---Anonymous
                                                             (edited by WHP)

 Regretful Messengers
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Still, it is good to be reminded of the apostle’s further 
admonition in 2 Cor. 9.6-12:

“But this I say, He which soweth sparingly 
shall reap sparingly; and he which soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every 
man according as he [purposes] in his heart, 
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: 
for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is 
able to make all grace abound toward you; 
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good work: (As it 
is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath 
given to the poor: his righteousness [remains] 
forever. Now he that [ministers] seed to the sower 
both minister bread for your food, and multiply 
your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your 
righteousness; Being enriched in everything to 
all bountifulness, which [causes] through us 
thanksgiving to God: For the administration 
of this service not only [supplies] the want 
of the saints, but is abundant also by many 
thanksgivings unto God” 

The upcoming October World Mission Drive provides 
a timely opportunity to fulfill every aspect of the 
apostle Paul’s admonition in 2 Cor. 9.6-12, including:

1) Raising mission money to help supply the want 
of the saints in other regions (vv.1-5)

2) To sow bountifully [rather than sparingly] and 
thus to reap bountifully (v.6)

3) To give cheerfully rather than grudgingly or of 
necessity (v.7)

4) To abound by the grace of God unto “every 
good work” (v. 8)

5) To disperse your money and give to the poor 
(v. 9) 

6) To enjoy spiritual as well as material blessings 
thru liberal giving (vv. 10-11)

7) To be thankful for the manifest blessings of the 
Lord for giving liberally and cheerfully (vv. 
11-12)

Finally, brethren, recall the words of our Lord:

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, 
and running over, shall men give into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that ye 
mete withal [that you give] it shall be measured 
[given back] to you again” (Lu. 7.38).

 Editorial page continued
Simplicity of Salvation

 Salvation is too simple for some people. There 
is nothing in it to appeal to our pride. There is nothing 
that promises satisfaction in the sense of having done 
a great work or some difficult thing. We hear a good 
deal today about religion as appealing to the spirit of 
adventure in man; but that is not the gospel appeal. The 
gospel is simpler than that. It is easier. It is so simple, 
so easy, that a little child can have it all. In fact, those 
who are unwilling to become as little children cannot 
have salvation.
 The Lord Jesus Christ once taught his disciples 
in a forcible way what salvation really was. When they 
wanted to know who would be greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven they were startled when Christ said nothing 
but called a little child unto them and set him in the midst 
of them. Then when all eyes were turned upon Him 
He told them that unless they became as little children 
they could not enter into the kingdom of heaven.
 Not the ability to do great things, but the 
willingness to admit one’s littleness and helplessness. 
That is the key to salvation. Almost a thousand years 
before Christ’s time the same lesson was brought out 
by Elisha.
 There was a military commander of deservedly 
great reputation. He had proved himself great by his 
achievements and courage. But he was a leper.
 He was commander in-chief of the Syrian 
armies, and they had defeated Israel and brought 
away among the captives a little girl who waited on 
Naaman’s wife. She told her mistress that there was a 
prophet in Israel who could heal her husband.
 The king of Syria became interested and sent 
his general with princely presents and a royal letter of 
introduction. He came with his horses and chariot to 
the door of the house of the prophet and expected that 
Elisha would come out to meet him. But he did nothing 
of the sort. He simply sent a messenger to Naaman and 
told him to go to the river Jordan and wash seven times.
 Naaman was enraged. The Jordan was an 
insignificant, muddy little stream and he was about 
to turn away when his servants humbly told him to do 
as the prophet had said. He went and his flesh became 
again like unto the flesh of a little child.
 It is a dramatic story, but it is more than that. 
It is a true story of the way of salvation, and the only 
way. No man is saved from the leprosy of sin until he 
has abandoned all pride, all satisfaction in self, all idea 
of doing something great, and has come in confessed 
impotence to God, and in readiness to do the simplest 
thing that God may ask.
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Up-Coming Events

Youth Conventions

Rialto, California
Pacific Coast Youth Convention---November 2-3, 2018

Cleveland, TN
Eastern Youth Convention---November 9-10, 2018

Dickson, TN
International Youth Camp---January 25-27, 2019

(includes winter retreaters)


