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Assembly Highlights Edition
Glorious Outpourings of the Spirit marked
the 2018 General Assembly

The Parade of Nations is always an inspirational highlight of the General Assembly: but
this year the program was modified to the delight and edification of all in attendance.

Editorials . . .

2018 Assembly Highlights

(See centerfold pp. 8-9 for pictorial highlights)
		
The Assembly theme, “Pressing Forward”, seemed to permeate every worship session and
sermon and program---indeed, the spirit of everyone was affected by the idea. Every aspect of what is
meant by the words “pressing forward” seemed to have been addressed by the preachers and program
directors: and everyone seemed to leave the Assembly equipped and armed to advance the mission of
the church against all opposition, human and demonic, in order to inherit the promises of God.
		
The saints were spiritually fed and edified during the Assembly week (September 4-9), and
the faith of several was restored or renewed. Others were blessed in any number of ways, including
deeper experiences in the Spirit, illuminations, and healings---physical, spiritual, and psychological. A
record-braking 200 went through the prayer line on Thursday following the healing message by Daron
Miller. Also, the Spirit moved upon two ministers to unite with the church, with the Presiding Bishop
administering the covenant.
		
Our support ministries directors did a splendid job again this year boosting and promoting
their departments. It is not perhaps too much to say that our leaders are not a whit behind the most
capable leaders anywhere in the Kingdom of God. They are indeed called and gifted and anointed by
the Lord!
		
The Assembly received the Presiding Bishop’s address again this year with much interest
and enthusiasm, and the ABC and Doctrinal Committees incorporated his recommendations into their
reports, which the Assembly in turn accepted unanimously. In closing his address, Bishop Phillips
again received pledges and contributions toward the new headquarters addition, and again our people
responded wonderfully. More than $53,000 in cash and pledges was received.
		
Our Assembly business sessions in Zion Assembly are a thing to behold. In an age of religious
and political unrest, disharmony, and division on every hand, Zion Assembly stands as a light on
a hill. Our ministers and members demonstrated in every session a marked degree of maturity and
moderation in discussing the issues and coming to agreement to more forward as one body in Christ.
Surely the Lord is glorified in the spiritual maturity and unity of His people, and the brethren are to be
commended!
		
The Parade of Nations this year was again outstanding---but also refreshing. Director Wanda
Busbee with her assistants modified the script and choreography to the delight of all. The parade
climaxed with the bride reaching out to receive the multitudes into her fold, then uniting with the
Groom at His glorious appearance.
		
Following a Spirit-filled Children’s program on Sunday morning, directed by Kayla Graves,
and an inspirational and challenging message by Bishop L. W. Carter, the Presiding Bishop proceeded
to appoint 109 men and women to international and national positions. These included nominations for
the Executive Council which were endorsed by the ABC and accepted by the Assembly, the auxiliary
directors, national and state overseers, committee chairmen and members, and general trustees.
		
As per our custom, a consecration service followed the appointments, which included our
ministers and members who were privileged to attend the Assembly. Betty Holstein, Brenda Rexrod,
and Debbie Reid then led the Assembly in singing “Heaven Will Surely Be Worth It All.” The presence
of the Spirit then descended into the sanctuary like a dove and seemed to go from member to member
with His sweetness and glory: and the saints began to embrace one another in love amidst tears of joy
and tender affections. This spirit lingered in the sanctuary for some time. The Presiding Bishop brought
the gavel down at precisely 11:44 a.m. officially declaring the meeting closed. Estimated attendence
was 434.
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Pressing Forward in Victorious Faith
[Note: this message was preached in the 15th Annual General Assembly on September
5, 2018 by Ambrosio [“Roberto”] Lopez, the pastor of the church in Oxnard, California].
Pressing means to put pressure against
press of the people to get to Jesus. But they were
something; “pressing forward” therefore implies to
determined! So, at that point they climbed to the
move ahead against an object or force. These two
top of the house, ripped off the roof, and through
things, if we can get them to work together, make the
victorious faith made a way in (v. 4) laying the man
whole difference, that is, determines success or failure.
at the feet of the One who could heal and deliver him!
When you sit on your couch or lie down in your bed
Notice, Jesus saw “THEIR FAITH" (v. 5)!
the pressure of your weight will leave a “mark” in the
Evidently their faith came into the room with them.
couch or bed. It is precisely the same in the spiritual
Jesus was able to see their faith by their works (Jas.
realm. By being willing to press forward by the grace
2.17-18): and should He not be able to see our faith
of God, we will
today: particularly
make our mark for
faith to intercede
“Pressing means to put pressure against in behalf of others
the glory of God.
In
Mark
something; “pressing forward” therefore implies and to help them.
2.1-5 we have a
Jesus’
response
to
move
ahead
against
an
object
or
force.
These
perfect illustration
must have surely
two things, if we can get them to work together, caused them to
of pressing forward
in victorious faithmake the whole difference, that is, determines rejoice together
--a faith that was
with the palsied
success or failure. When you sit on your couch man. Jesus said,
beneficial for others
or lie down in your bed the pressure of your “Son, thy sins be
to receive salvation
and healing. Jesus
weight will leave a "mark" in the couch or bed. forgiven thee”.
was in Capernaum
That should stir
It
is
precisely
the
same
in
the
spiritual
realm.
By
and
everybody
in us the desire to
being willing to press forward by the grace of hear those words
knew He was there.
People came from
over
God, we will make our mark for the glory of God”. repeated
everywhere to see
again today
to
and hear Him. The
men and women
crowd packed the
that we bring
building where He was ministering; they were pressed
to the feet of Jesus; If so, then we must
so tightly together that it was impossible to get inside
act in faith as those men did in their day.
where He was. But four men of faith, who we may
What about pressing forward in victorious
assume were young and strong, made the decision to
faith to overcome the world? The apostle John wrote,
bring to Jesus a man sick of the palsy. We don't know
“[EVERYONE WHO] IS BORN OF GOD HAS
how far they walked, nor what the weather outside
OVERCOME THE WORLD: AND THIS IS THE
was like---perhaps it was a hot day or a rainy one; we
VICTORY THAT OVERCOMES THE WORLD,
don't know for sure. But we may assume they faced
EVEN OUR FAITH” (1 Jn. 5.4). Who overcomes
many obstacles along the way---before they ever
the world? Is it not the person who believes from the
got to the house where Jesus was. In any case, they
heart that JESUS is the Son of God---and through
resolved to bring the sick man to the feet of Jesus.
faith is truly born of God? (v. 5): and, consequently,
After they arrived at the house they realized it was
is translated through the Spirit into another world, a
virtually impossible to make their way through the
better world (Col. 1.13; 1 Pet. 1.22-23). He is elevated
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inability to have children
by God’s grace and power
(Rom. 4.20). In fact,
from this present world of
Abraham’s faith became
darkness into the heavenly
stronger and glorified
world of light! From a
God. He disputed not!
world of lies to the world
He didn't hold any selfof truth! From this world
consultation about it. He
of worries to the world of
didn't hesitate. Forget all
peace! From this world
that! He pressed forward
of sorrow to the world
in victorious faith with
of joy! From this world
the revelation of the
of sickness to the world
power and righteousness
of perfect health! From
of God---believing that
this temporal world to the
God was able to fulfill
ETERNAL WORLD! Faith
His promises.
is the cause of VICTORYIn the Gospel we
--that is, the means, the
are told that our Christian
instrument, and the primary
walk is revealed from
weapon of our warfare by
FAITH TO FAITH (Rom.
which WE OVERCOME!
1.17): which includes
This world obstructs
the faithfulness of God
our way to heaven. It is a
in revealing, to the faith
great impediment to our
of man in receiving;
entrance there. It must
from the first faith
be overcome! How?
through which we
“Through Jesus Christ
are justified, to the
our Lord” (Rom. 7.24“In
the
Gospel
we
are
told
that
our
Christian
faith by which we
25). By believing that
walk is revealed from FAITH TO FAITH are sanctified, and on
Jesus is the Son of God
from faith to faith and
and that He came from (Rom. 1.17): which includes the faithfulness
glory to glory till we
God to be the Savior of
of
God
in
revealing,
to
the
faith
of
man
in
receive our heavenly
the world! By pressing
crown and eternal
forward in victorious receiving; from the ﬁrst faith through which
reward. It is faith
faith to receive every we are justiﬁed, to the faith by which we are
that maintains us as
promise of God. Like
sanctiﬁ
ed,
and
on
from
faith
to
faith
and
we journey. Faith
Abraham who “went out
is all in all! From
glory
to
glory
till
we
receive
our
heavenly
[by faith], not knowing
faith to faith! From
whither he went”, we too crown and eternal reward. It is faith that
glory to glory! From
must “sojourn” by faith
maintains
us
as
we
journey.
Faith
is
all
in
victory to victory!
to receive the promises
all! From faith to faith! From glory to glory! It is increasing
of God (Heb. 11.8-9).
faith,
persevering
For God who gives life From victory to victory! It is increasing faith,
faith; faith pressing
to the dead and calls
forward!
into existence things that
Let us then PRESS FORWARD IN
don't yet exist is able miraculously to guide and direct
VICTORIOUS FAITH: 1) FOR OTHERS TO
us to our heavenly home, and to victoriously sustain
RECEIVE SALVATION AND HEALING; 2) TO
us on our journey! Abraham believed God and stepped
OVERCOME THE WORLD; 3) TO RECEIVE THE
out by faith! Neither did his faith weaken at the
REVELATION OF GOD; 4) TO RECEIVE THE
promise of God that he would reproduce in his old age
PROMISES OF GOD!
though his frail body which was close to death, nor did
he hesitate because of Sarah's great age and apparent
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International Appointments
2018-2019

International Executive Council: Wade H. Phillips, Scott E. Neill, L.W. Carter,
Bruce Sullivan, Anton Burnette, Joseph A. Steele, Rick Ferrell
World Mission Director................................................Wade H. Phillips
Assistant World Mission Director......................................Daron Miller
General Treasurer..............................................................Pamela Jones
Department of Education/Media Ministries..................Anton Burnette
Assistant Publisher.................................................................Scott Neill
Executive Secretary/Receptionist.......................................Marie Crook
Shepherding Ministries Director.......................................Wilma Carter
School of Ministry Institute............................................Bruce Sullivan
Ladies Ministries Director............................................Donna Pounders
Sunday School Director................................................Donna Pounders
Sunday School Literature Editor......................................Bruce Sullivan
Voice of Zion/SYNC booster..............................................Glenda Major
Senior Ambassadors Director..............................................Ruth Tingler
Youth Ministries Director..................................................Pamela Jones
Children’s Ministries Director..........................................Kayla Graves
Camping Cordinator/Advisor...............................................Kim Erwin
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State Overseers
North Carolina, South Carolina...........................................Scott Neill
West Virginia, Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio....L.W. Carter
Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois..............................................Ricky Graves
Tennessee/Georgia.............................................................Rick Ferrell
Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana.................................Zachary Snyder
Idaho, Wyoming (Miss. Rep)..............................................A. B White
Colorado, Kansas, Missouri (Miss. Rep).........................Joseph Steele
Texas, Arizona, New Mexico..................................Samuel Hernandez
California (South), Nevada.........................................Joseph A. Steele
California (North), Oregon, Washington.............................A.B. White

Assembly Business Committee

Construction Committee

Chairman: Zachary Snyder
Ricky Graves, J.J. Davis, Tod Deakle,
Kevin Clary, Jim Orange
Elijah Wafula

Chairman: Wade H. Phillips
L.W. Carter, Anton Burnette, Jim Orange,
Cecil Pounders, Dale Phillips, Alice Jones

General Trustees

Doctrine Committee

Wade H. Phillips, Todd Erwin, Anton Burnette
Jim Orange, Rick Ferrell

Chairman: Bruce Sullivan
Trevor Graves, Joseph Steele, Tom Brown,
Jerry Reel, Yomi Adekunle,
Chase Lamour

National Overseers
Liberia..............................Mark Agbonifo
Malawi..............................Maliele Dzuwa
Mexico…...........................Danny Ramirez
Mozambique.....................Maliele Dzuwa
Myanmar (Burma)..........Sam Bureenok
Nicaragua….....................Freddy Garcia
Nigeria….…….................Yomi Adekunle
Pakistan…........................Sam Burrenok
Paraguay.…......................Jorge Estroz
Peru……...........................Yum V Munoz Quispe
Philippines…....................Domingo Resurreccion
Rwanda (Miss. Rep.)........David Gomba
Sierra Leone......................Joseph Alabi
South Africa.(Miss. Rep.).Yomi Adekunle
South Sudan......................Elijah Wafula
Tanzania…........................David Gomba
Thailand…........................Sam Bureenok
Togo...................................Mark Agbonifo
Uganda..............................Maurice Ogada Odede
Uruguay.............................Jorge Barrios
United States.....................Wade H. Phillips
Venezuela...........................Bani Rangel Jimenez
Zambia (Miss. Rep)..........David Gomba
Zimbabwe (Miss. Rep.......David Gomba

Argentina...............Jorge Estroz
Bangladesh............Suku Ranjon Sidker
Benin…..................Mark Agbonifo
Bolivia....................Yum V. Munoz Quispe
Burundi..................David Gomba
Cambodia…..........Sam Bureenok
Cameroon…..........Eyong Eric Eyong
Canada...................Wade H. Phillips
Chile…...................Javier Diaz
Costa Rica..............Eugenio Cespedes
DR of Congo..........Wade H. Phillips
Dom. Republic.......Saintaniel Hostelus
Ethiopia….............Geremew Eschete
Ghana….................David Dordah
Guatemala….........Ricardo Valenzuela Chavez
Guinea....................Philippe Seraphin Gomez
Haiti……................Saintaniel Hostelus
Honduras...............Jonatan Hernandez
India (South)….....V. Binoy Joseph
India (Mid-East)...Talari Padma Rao
India Central.........John Babu Rao Ganta
Ivory Coast............Mark Agbonifo
Kenya (North).......Elijah Wafula
Kenya (South).......Joanes Oboo
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Assembly Picto
Bishop E. A. McDonald Recognized
Embraced by the Presiding Bishop

Yomi Adekunle
Nigeria, overseer

Altar service

Healing service

Minister’s Luncheon

Kids Convention

Zion’s talent

David Gomba
Tanzania, overseer

Praise and worship

Glorious
touch
Pastor’s
luncheon
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Ordination service

orial Highlights
Joseph Binoy ,
India (South)
overseer

Assembly Business Committee

Delegation from California

Youth praise and worship

Assembly choir

Consecreation

Assembly Choir

Assembly worship

Ladies of Zion

Zachary Snyder
Overseer, Canada

Administring
the Covenant
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Prayer Line
Healing/Prayer Line

ASSEMBLY BUSINESS COMMITTEE REPORT

2018

2018 Assembly Business Committee Report

We your Assembly Business Committee, after prayerful and careful consideration,
present this report for your consideration.

Section I
Deeding of Local Church Properties
We want once again to bring to the attention of this Assembly an important resolution concerning local church properties.
The 2005 Assembly Minutes, page 16, reads as follows:
Local church properties belong to the local church. However, there are many aspects to be considered in deeding
properties to protect the local church from loss. We recommend that a standard deed from the Zion Assembly Church of God
be drafted by an attorney, and that local church property should be deeded to the local church Property Trustees of:
						

Illustration:

Zion Assembly Church of God
located at 316 Victory Lane
Sanctified City, NC 24238
International Offices at 5512 Waterlevel Highway
Cleveland, TN 37323

In regard to Local Church Trustees, the 2005 Assembly Minutes, page 16, reads as follows:
“We recommend that the local church, in a regular quarterly business meeting, select at least three local church
trustees (men or women who are familiar with and established in Biblical principles as outlined by the General Assembly).
The trustees will be authorized to endorse all legal documents pertinent to the daily operation of the local church that require
their signature. All business transactions should have the approval of the local church in business conference and be in
harmony with the rulings of the General Assembly. Those selected should be reaffirmed in the first business meeting after
each General Assembly and serve as long as they retain the unanimous approval of the local church. In the case of death or
moral failure, a new trustee should be selected at the next quarterly business meeting.”

We recommend the following replace the former statement
Local church property is to be held in trust by at least three members (“trustees”— men and/or women) established
in biblical principles as outlined by the General Assembly. The trustees shall be nominated by the pastor and appointed by
the local church in regular business conference. The trustees will be authorized to endorse all legal documents pertinent to
the daily operation of the local church that require their signature. All business transactions should have the approval of the
local church in business conference and be in harmony with the rulings of the General Assembly. Those selected should be
reaffirmed in the first business meeting after each General Assembly and serve as long as they retain the unanimous approval
of the local church. In the case of death or moral failure, a new trustee should be selected at the next quarterly business
meeting.
In the event, for various reasons, that the church is diminished to two members or less, the International Presbytery
of the church [i.e., the Presiding Bishop and national, state, or regional overseer] in counsel with the remaining members is
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hereby authorized to disband the church at its discretion. The members who remain shall be transferred (enrolled) to the nearest
or most convenient local church, and the International Offices [Central Offices] of the church, located at 5512 Waterlevel
Highway, Cleveland, TN 37323, shall have the option to assume or not to assume ownership of that property. If the decision
is made to sell the local property, any indebtedness shall be settled before any funds are distributed for other purposes.

Section II

Irreconcilable Factions and Local Church Property
Be it further resolved, that in cases in which the members of a local church become visibly and irreconcilably
divided in opinion over an issue regarding the doctrine, government, or discipline of the church, the members remaining
faithful and consistent with the rulings of the General Assembly, and in harmony with International Presbytery of the church
[i.e., the Presiding Bishop and the national, state, or regional overseer] shall be considered the rightful owners of the local
property and the funds in local church treasury.

Section III

Social Media Platform
In order to maintain our intrinsic unity and united message to the world we recommend that our members and
ministers use wisdom and discretion when utilizing social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc. Posts,
tweets and such like that deal with doctrine and/or spiritual matters should be in harmony with the rulings set forth by the
General Assembly. If an individual feels he has received additional light that has not been ruled upon by the Assembly, he
should put his opinion in writing for the Assembly Business Committee (ABC) to review; and if the ABC agrees that the
opinion is sound and beneficial to the church, it may be presented to the Assembly for consideration. Controversial and/or
offensive subjects that do not relate to biblical truths should be avoided. Though our proclamation of Bible truth may offend,
our attitude and conduct should not. It seems wise to follow the counsel of Solomon in regard to this matter: “Without
counsel purposes are disappointed: but in the multitude of counsellers they are established” and “Where no counsel is, the
people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety” (Prov. 11.14; 15.22).

Section IV

Ministers and the General Assembly Rulings
We feel it necessary to remind the ministers of two important rulings of the Assembly from 2008 and 2011.
“Since the underlying purpose of the General Assembly is to promote unity and understanding among the saints
and throughout the whole church, we recommend that special care be taken by each overseer, pastor, and local church
to operate within the guidelines and recommendations of the General Assembly. We further recommend that each local
church be informed of the business acts of the General Assembly immediately following the annual event. (Local churches
having questions or concerns regarding the actions of the General Assembly should be directed to the Assembly Business
Committee for review and clarification)” (2008 Assembly Minutes, p. 18).
“We recommend that each pastor read the Assembly resolutions to the local church in order to keep those not able to attend
the annual gathering informed of the business acts of the church. It is not necessary, however, for the business acts to be
ratified: for the Assembly is the “highest tribunal of authority in the church” (2011 Assembly Minutes, p. 43).
The General Assembly is an extraordinary event because 1) it represents the universal [or catholic] expression of the
church in worship, fellowship, and decision- making; and 2) it is the church’s highest tribunal of authority on earth under
Christ in matters of faith and spiritual government.
In the General Assembly the ministers and members meet together with God in a decision-making capacity in order
to determine the will of God, to seek His light and guidance for the future course of the church, and to commit themselves
to live and work by the resolutions adopted by the Assembly. The Assembly represents the one time of the year that the
ministers and members gather together in His name from all over the world to bind and loose in the earth what God has
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bound and loosed in heaven (Matt. 16.19). They consecrate themselves to understand the will of God---to find the perfect
mind of Christ. This is why in Jacob’s words the church is a dreadful place (Gen. 28.16, 17): for it is at this special time
that the church acts in its official capacity as God’s ekklesia, having been ordained and authorized by Christ to do so (Matt.
16.19; 18.17; Mark 13.34; Luke 19.13; John 20.23; Acts 1.13-21; 6.1-6; 15.1-29). Here in this special meeting, the church
reasons together with God (Isaiah 1.18; Acts 15.6-19, 28), and the ministers and members look judiciously into the Holy
Scriptures (Acts 15.15-18 and compare with Amos 9.11, 12) seeking at the same time for the Spirit’s illumination until an
understanding is reached with God and one another on what is precisely the will of God (vv. 28-29). Then, having come
to this understanding, all agree to “walk by the same rule” and “mind the same thing” (Philippians 3.16), that is, we bind
ourselves to live and walk as one body by the decisions agreed upon in this sacred meeting.
Therefore, we strongly recommend that each pastor abide by any and all Assembly rulings and inform the local
church of any and all Assembly rulings and declarations after each Assembly. This will help maintain unity and mutual understanding within the church’s fellowship.

Section V

Ministerial Allotment
The last time the Assembly adjusted the “full-paying” allotment of the ministry was in 2014. Inflation has increased
the cost of living by approximately 4%. The current weekly allotment is set at $935.00. This committee recommends that
we increase the weekly allotment by $40.00, bringing the amount to $975.00 per week, or $4,225.00 per month, which represents a 4% increase since 2014 (a bit less than 1% per year). This applies only where funds are available.

Section VI

In the Event of the Death of the Presiding Bishop
Section I, page 43 of the 2017 Assembly Minutes, titled “The Simultaneous Death and/or Moral Failure or Physical
Incapacity of the Presiding Bishop and World Mission Director,” states:
“The Assembly has decreed that in the event of the death and/or moral failure or physical incapacity of the
Presiding Bishop (PB) the World Mission Director (WMD) will fill the office of the PB until the next Assembly.
However, no procedure is in place in the event that both the PB and WMD should die or become incapacitated
at the same time.
We recommend, therefore, that in the event of the death and/or moral or physical failure of the PB and WMD at
the same time, the secretary of the International Executive Council (IEC) call a meeting of the Council and preside
over the selection of a moderator for the meeting. The selection of moderator should be accepted unanimously.
The meeting will then proceed to select an interim Presiding Bishop to fill the position until the Assembly. Then
that Assembly will follow the normal procedure of selecting the Presiding Bishop.”
We recommend the following changes be made:
“In the event of the death and\or moral or physical failure of the Presiding Bishop, the secretary of the International Executive Council (IEC) shall call a meeting of the Council and preside over the selection of a moderator for the meeting. The selection of moderator should be accepted unanimously. The council will then proceed to select an interim Presiding Bishop to
fill the position until the Assembly. Then the Assembly will follow the normal procedure of selecting the Presiding Bishop.”

Section VII

Zion Assembly Bible College and Seminary
We recommend that the name of the future Bible college be named “Zion Assembly Bible College and Seminary”
barring any legal issues that may arise.
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Section VIII

School of Ministry Institute
We fully support Section IV of the Presiding Bishop’s Annual Address titled, “School of Ministry Institute.” It is
apparent that the School of Ministry has played an active role in the development of our ministers and members as well being the primary seed for envisioning our future Bible College. We recommend, therefore, the name of the school be changed
to School of Ministry Institute (SMI).

Section IX

International Properties Building Fund (IPBF)
We fully support Section III of the Presiding Bishop’s annual address, titled “Go Up . . . Bring Wood and
Build the House: Pressing Forward with our Vision to Expand our International Ministries Complex”. He states that
the importance of this endeavor is seen in three primary reasons: 1) the current facilities are not adequate for the day
to day operations of the International Offices and more space is desperately needed; 2) in order to plan for the future
growth of the church it would seem wise that while we expand the facilities for more office space we should also include
adequate space and facilities for our envisioned Bible college; and 3) the headquarters addition and Bible college will
serve as a visible marker that Zion Assembly is a fellowship that knows where it is going and is determined to get there.
Accordingly, we recommend also that the current “Tabernacle Offering” received monthly in the local church
toward a future tabernacle and sent in to headquarters with the treasurer’s monthly report, be continued but now be called
International Properties Building Fund (IPBF). This monthly contribution from the local churches will help with the monthly
mortgage payment on the International Ministries Complex expansion and upkeep. We recommend also that the funds
currently held in the “Tabernacle Fund” ($12,806.19) be transferred to the IPBF.
In addition to the funds transferred from the “Tabernacle Fund,” we recommend that the funds held in the “Bible
College Fund” ($22,237.46) also be transferred to the IPBF.
Further, since the International Offices and the envisioned Bible college are (and will continue to be) the most
formidable and utilized facility for teaching, training, and “sending forth” of laborers to the mission field, we recommend
that 20% of the funds received for World Missions be placed into the “International Properties Building Fund” toward
financing the expansion of the International Ministries Complex.

Section X

General Funds
We recommend that we continue to operate the same financial system for this upcoming Assembly year, and that
funds be transferred between accounts to bring all funds into a positive balance.

Section XI

Endorsements for International Executive Council
We fully endorse the nominations of the Presiding Bishop to serve with him on the International Executive Council
for the year 2018-2019: Scott E. Neill, Bruce Sullivan, Joseph A. Steele, Rick Ferrell, L.W. Carter, and Anton Burnette.
Respectfully Submitted,
Scott Neill, Chairman
Zachary Snyder, Secretary
Elijah Wafula, Anton Burnette, Tod Deakle, L.W. Carter, Jim C. Orange, Pete Sarry
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Doctrine Committee Report to General Assembly

2018

The Committee has been asked to clarify the significance and importance
of Communion and Feet Washing, and also the office of “evangelist” .

Lord’s Supper/Communion
Communion was instituted by Christ on the night of his betrayal (1 Cor. 11.23) and was practiced regularly by the early
church (Acts 2.46; 1 Cor. 11.20-29). Communion served 3 important purposes.
1.
Communion was implemented to serve as a reminder of Christ’s sacrifice as the means for man’s
righteousness (1 Cor. 11.26; 2 Cor. 5.21). Jesus commanded that this sacred meal be observed “in remembrance
of me” (1 Cor. 11.24). The broken, unleavened bread represents His body; the fruit of the vine (unfermented grape
juice) represents His blood. It is significant that Jesus implemented “Communion” immediately following the
Passover meal. Just as Passover was commemorated by the Jews to remind them of their deliverance from Egyptian
captivity and protection from death, Communion was instituted by Christ as a reminder of our deliverance from
sin and death, through the sacrifice of the Lamb of God - Jesus Christ (Jn. 6..53-56).
2.
Communion was implemented to remind the members of the family of God of their “common
salvation” (Jude 3). “For (we) are all children of God by faith in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3.26; see also 1 Cor. 10.7).
Therefore, Communion is meant to be celebrated with one’s brothers and sisters in Christ as a reminder of our
spiritual unity (Eph. 4.3).
3.
Communion gives the opportunity for self-examination and personal cleansing. Communion provides
the child of God an opportunity to seek the Lord in self-reflection, to actively and intimately look upon his or her
life to make sure there is nothing causing a separation between them and the Lord. This reflection in prayer and
seeking the Lord, allows one to not only be assured of their right standing with God, but also with their fellow
man. It is therefore, imperative to remaining in the center of God’s will. One should never partake of Communion
without reflecting on the sacredness of its symbolism or without examining one’s self for any offenses against
Christ (Ps. 139.23; 1 Cor. 11.28; 2 Cor. 7.1; Col. 3.8; Matt. 6.12). “But let a man examine himself, and so let him
eat of that bread, and drink of that cup” (1 Cor 11.28).

Feet Washing
Feet Washing was also instituted by Christ on the night of his betrayal (John 13.1-11). The timing of its implementation
serves to emphasize its importance. Though providing water for one to wash their own feet was commonly practiced in
ancient times, it was highly unusual for anyone, except a servant, to wash another’s feet. Therefore, Christ’s actions and
commandment to wash one another’s feet instituted a new practice which served to graphically teach His followers important
kingdom principles. Feet washing was instituted by Christ to remind the child of God of three important principles.
1.
Feet washing was instituted to encourage each member of the body of Christ to have the mindset of
a servant (Phil. 2.5-7). As Children of God, we are to be guided by two commandments (Matt. 22.40). We are
to love God above all others (Matt. 22.36-37; Matt. 10:.37) and we are to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matt.
22.39; John 13.34). Love is selfless, always seeking the betterment of the object of its affection (1 Cor. 13.5).
Therefore, love causes us to serve God (Matt. 4.10) and serve others (Gal. 5:13). In feet washing Jesus graphically
taught the principle of servant leadership. Whether in the home or at church, Christian leaders are to rule with a
servant mindset always putting the will of God and the needs of others above their own will and own needs.
2.
Feet washing serves to remind the participant to maintain a humble spirit. Just as today, feet washing
in ancient times, was considered a lowly task. It is very difficult for the proud to literally wash the feet of another.
Therefore, Feet Washing was instituted as a means of graphically reminding one “…not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly . . .” (Rom 12.3; See also James 4.6; 1 Pet. 5.5).
3.
Feet washing is also a time of personal cleansing. In ancient times, a person’s feet were usually covered
with sandals. Therefore, while the rest of the body remained relatively dirt free, the feet usually became covered with
dirt and filth simply by traveling the ancient roads. Similarly, the child of God has been cleansed by regeneration
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(Titus 3.5), but is susceptible to unintentional defilement of their actions and attitudes simply by living in a world
of sin (2 Pet. 2.8). Therefore, the child of God must maintain a constant vigilance and take time for personal
cleansing (2 Cor. 7.1; Matt. 6.12). For this reason (among others) Christ instituted feet washing as a time of personal
examination. We do not need a total regeneration but to cleanse ourselves from individual actions or attitudes which
may have unwittingly entered our lives. “Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but
is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all” (Jn. 13.10).

Evangelist
In the early years of the New Testament church, it is clear the apostles of Jesus Christ traveled to various cities and
villages evangelizing (Acts 10.34-44; 11.20) and establishing churches as necessary (14.23). The establishing of churches
necessitated the appointment of local church pastors to oversee the spiritual wellbeing of the local membership as well as to
continue the evangelistic outreach in their specific region.
While the apostles of Christ were heavily involved in evangelism, it is also clear, there was another office which
shared this trans-local ministry, namely, the evangelist. The word evangelist means “a proclaimer of the Gospel.” Therefore,
an evangelist is one who is specifically called, and uniquely gifted, to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Though the Bible
lists evangelist as one of the five ministry gifts given to the church (Eph. 4.11), there is only one mention of a person
specifically called an “evangelist” in the New Testament and that was Philip (Acts 21.8). Therefore, in seeking to understand
the ministry of “evangelist”, it is critical to examine both the meaning of the word and the ministry of Philip. Acts 8 gives
the account of Philip’s outreach to Samaria (vv. 5-12) as well as his call to personally evangelize the Ethiopian eunuch (vv.
26-40). These accounts demonstrate the proper focus of an evangelist.
While the pastoral ministry is local in a strict sense, the evangelist’s ministry clearly transcends the local arena.
Perhaps this is the reason “evangelist” is listed before pastor and teacher in Eph. 4.11.
While the ministry of the “apostles of the Lamb” was vital, it also seems to have been limited to a particular time
and for a particular purpose (Eph. 2.20; 2 Pet. 3.1). This makes the outreach ministry of the modern “evangelist” even more
crucial today. Though the ministry gift of evangelist is mentioned in scripture, the modern ministry of “missionary” is not.
This committee believes it very likely that the ministry of “missionary” is encompassed in the ministry of “evangelist” and
gives further clarification to this office.
This committee recommends therefore the church recognize the unique, trans-local ministry of evangelist and
encourage all evangelists to be keenly focused on their calling and make every effort to “make full proof of [their] ministries”
(2 Tim. 4.5). Each evangelist should follow the example of Philip and be looking for opportunities to share the Gospel
especially in “new fields.” We also recommend the evangelists to work under the authority of the overseers of each region
in the establishment of churches through evangelistic efforts.
Respectfully Submitted,
Bruce Sullivan, Chairman
Yomi Adekunle
J.J. Davis
Rick Ferrell
Byron Harris
Jimmy Johnson
Tom Brown
Jerry Reel, Alternate
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