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Editorials . . .
The Blessings of Getting Involved in the Work of the Church
Wade H. Phillips

It is true that getting involved in the work of the church brings happiness and
Presiding Bishop
satisfaction. I have observed this among our people for over 50 years in my capacities as
overseer and pastor. On the other hand, people who sit on the sideline seem to always feel
unfulfilled and dissatisfied, and they usually end up agitating, criticizing, and hindering those who are doing good and
endeavoring to carry the church forward; and, worse yet, they tend to slide backwards, becoming spiritually dry and
lukewarm, and finally wither on the vine. It’s called backsliding!
The Scriptures speak plainly along these lines. James, the Lord’s brother, says that “Pure religion and undefiled
before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted
from the world” (Jas. 1.27). He seems to connect getting involved in the work of the church---becoming religious
and doing good works---with keeping oneself “unspotted from the world.” For, as someone has said, “idleness is the
devil’s workshop!” And this is agreeable with Scripture. The wise man wrote, “Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep;
and an idle soul shall suffer hunger” (Prov. 19.15). This is true particularly in a spiritual sense, which is the writer’s
primary implication, that is, those who are not involved with the Lord in the church’s work “suffer hunger” spiritually.
Their souls become dry and lean. Thus, “He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand . . . and he that sleepeth in
harvest is a son that causeth shame” (10.4-5). The “virtuous woman” in 31.27 is thus commended because she “eateth
not the bread of idleness.” Again, the inspired prophet connects backsliding with spiritual laziness and idleness.
“Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, Provideth
her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest. How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? When wilt
thou arise out of thy sleep? Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: So shall thy
poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man” (6.6-11).

Groundbreaking Celebration
Our recent School of Ministry in Cleveland (May 13-25) was a great success. On Saturday, May 19th the Lord
provided a beautiful day to celebrate our Mortgage Burning and Groundbreaking for the two-story expansion of our
International Ministries Center,. The new addition will include facilities for our envisioned Bible college (see report on
pp. 8-11).
We appreciate those who have recently made good on their pledges toward this noble cause and encourage those
who have not paid their pledges to make every effort to do so. This mighty step forward for the church provides not
only much needed office and storage space: but shows also the evident favor of the Lord upon our work and progress
in Zion Assembly.

Church “Pillars” Needed
Every strong and successful church is built upon faithful men and women who are steady and unwavering in
their faith and labors---steadfast laborers upon whom the church can depend and lean upon. I thank God that we have
many of these “pillars” in Zion Assembly. Our ever increasing and growing institution owes its success to these solid
and dependable men and women. As I reminisce, the shining faces of a hundred or more of these outstanding men and
women in Zion Assembly come before me. Praise the Lord! May the Lord give us a thousand more just like them.

Emergency Dollars!
We appreciate the boost by our Shepherding Ministries director, Wilma Carter (see p. 7), particularly her zeal to
see our churches become 100% in the Emergency Fund. The plan is for every member to pay $12 per calendar year
(Jan.-Dec.). We want to recognize those pastors and leaders who succeed to get everyone of their members paid up--and be a 100% church!
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“Thus saith the Lord [to David],
thy [son Solomon] shall build
an house for My name . . .”
---2 Sam. 7.5-13

When Zion travails, she brings forth children
Wade H. Phillips
One of the most evident signs of the present “falling
of the Holy Ghost (like Jesus’ mother, Mary, see Luke 1:35),
away” in evangelical and Pentecostal Christianity is the lack
and travail is made, children will come forth! “Shall I bring
of spiritual conviction and sensitivity to sin in the churches.
to birth, and not cause to come forth? saith the Lord: shall I
This lukewarm and deplorable condition has not always been
cause to bring forth, and shut the womb? saith thy God.” The
the case; that is, spiritual callousness and worldliness have not
apostle Paul uses this very image---the pain of childbirth---to
always been so prevalent and widespread among evangelical
illustrate the need for the church to be reborn when she has
and Pentecostal churches. In fact, this is a relatively recent
fallen from grace and truth. Further, he saw himself a part
development. There was a time not too long ago that the
of the mother church to bring forth spiritual children. “My
atmosphere in a great many churches across the land was
little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be
charged with the convicting power of the Holy Ghost, which
formed in you” (Galatians 4:20).
produced the wonderful results of sinners being arrested by
In our rich tradition of the faith in Zion Assembly,
the Holy Spirit and brought face to face with their crimes
we have always understood that the convicting power of
against God. Under these conditions, true repentance was
the Holy Spirit is a necessary sign that a particular church
made, and many were born into the kingdom. But such is
is of God, and that a lack of conviction and revival is cause
not the case today. There is a great deal of religious activity
for great concern: for the essential and primary work of the
going on, to be sure---more
Spirit of God is to arrest and
than ever, in fact!---in which “In our rich tradition of the faith in Zion convict sinners, and to bring
thousands flock to hear some
Assembly, we have always understood that the them to a place where they
religious celebrity, or gather
can genuinely repent and
convicting
power
of
the
Holy
Spitit
is
a
necessary
for a well-planned conference
be reconciled to God. Hear
or fun-filled retreat; but sign that a particular church is of God, and Jesus: “And when he [the Holy
crystal-clear
conversions that a lack of conviction and revival is cause Ghost] is come, he will reprove
and genuine revival are
[convict, arrest] the world
for
great
concern:
for
the
essential
and
primary
seldom witnessed anymore.
of sin, and of righteousness,
We have observed work of the Spirit of God is to arrest and convict and of judgment: Of sin,
with heavy hearts and a sense sinners, and to bring them to a place where they because they believe not
of deepening grief of the
on me; Of righteousness,
can
genuinely
repent
and
be
reconciled
to
God”.
gradual diminishing of true
because I go to the Father,
spiritual power and heartand ye see me no more; Of
felt, revival in these last
judgment, because the prince
days. And what’s worse, we have witnessed the hypocrisy
of this world is judged” (John 16:7-11). And again, “This
that has filled the vacuum!---namely, the ever-increasing
is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath
influence of a social Gospel, liberation theology, political
sent” (6:29). And so God, working effectively through the
agendas, the merging of church and state, a false ecumenical
agency of the Holy Ghost in this Pentecostal dispensation
movement, humanism, humanitarianism (so-called human
of the Gospel, is seeking to draw men to Christ (6:44, 65;
rights, human development, “good works,” etc.), and any
14:16-18; 15:26; 16:13-15). Indeed, “no man can say that
number of other man-inspired ideas and man-handled
Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy Ghost” (1 Corinthians 12:3).
religious and social programs---all of which are inadequate
This effectual work of the Holy Ghost is the very
substitutes for the transforming power of the Gospel of Jesus
foundation of the church; that is, the personal and transforming
Christ!
revelation of the Spirit that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the
Will Zion make a difference? The prophet wrote,
living God! (Matthew 16:18). Where this personal revelation
“for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her
and transformation is lacking, there is no church of God! But a
false church or a church of man is always raised up in its place!
children” (Isaiah 66:8). This passage probably has a double
There are indications everywhere in the New
meaning in regard to both natural Israel (which was “re-born
Testament that Christ and the apostles encouraged and
in a day” on May 14, 1948) and the church (which has had
endeavored to cultivate an atmosphere in the church in which
more than one rebirth or restoration in history). In any case,
the convicting power of the Spirit was the prevailing factor.
the church brings forth souls into the kingdom anytime she
For authentic conversions and genuine new births cannot
spiritually travails. Once the church conceives by the power
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happen without His convicting power and miraculous ability
born into the kingdom and added to the church. This writer
to give new life- --to regenerate! We have already noticed
has witnessed great revivals. As a pastor, I experienced it
Jesus’ comments on the work of the Spirit in convicting
for three years without ceasing in one church, and for two
and drawing men to God. The apostle Paul encouraged the
years without ceasing in another church. During these times,
church at Corinth to function in an orderly and proper way
the spirit of revival tarried, so that almost every meeting
so that the proclamation of the Word of God could do its
and worship service was an adventure in God. During
convicting work. He emphasized the point that the purpose
those great times, we never knew quite what to expect---of prophesying is to “convince” and “judge” the sinner, and
the Lord was always surprising us with souls being saved,
reveal to him “the secrets of his heart,” so that he will “fall
sanctified, baptized with the Holy Ghost, and healed. People
down on his face and worship God” (1 Corinthians 14:24were saved even in business meetings! The supernatural
25); see also John 6.7-9.
and miraculous power of God was expected! Spiritual gifts
It is evident in Jesus’ and apostles’ writings, and in
were in operation on a regular basis. All of these things
the writings of the Old Testament prophets, that outward
happened because there was a right relationship cultivated
manifestations of the Spirit were expected in genuine
with the Holy Ghost, and He was free to do His work!
conversions, in the lives and actions of those truly
In reflecting on these times, we can see that the keys
transformed by the power of God, having become “new
to open the kingdom’s power were prayer and consecration.
creatures” in Christ. Indeed, it is inconceivable that such a
We may expect the same results today, if we pay the price for
wonderful and glorious transformation could happen without
revival. “For as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her
outward evidence. Genuine regeneration and the personal
children!” Once an atmosphere of holiness and reverence has
revelation of Jesus Christ
been cultivated in the church,
through the power of the Holy “We have seen some resist the call to repentance the stage is set for revival.
Ghost are precisely what the until their knuckles turned white as they clinched Sinners will be drawn to
church “fell away” from in ever more tightly to the back of a pew as the Word the atmosphere, and, once
the early centuries, which
there, the Spirit will do
of God was preached and the Spirit hovered over His work in conviction and
eventually sealed its apostasy!
Religious forms and rituals- the congregation. We have seen countenances regeneration. We have seen
--and “doctrines of devils!”- stricken with horror, as convicted souls were sinners arrested by the power
--supplanted the essential
of God; their countenances
sobered
up
to
the
realities
of
hell
and
eternal
work of God through the Holy
changed, as they listened
Ghost. This was anticipated damnation, and were brought into judgment to the discerning and
by the Holy Ghost, and the by the Holy Ghost, and heard their eternal penetrating Word of God--church was warned. Hear the sentence pronounced. O how we need Him “for the Word of God is quick
apostle Paul: “Now the Spirit
and powerful, and sharper
speaketh expressly, that in the again to do His convicting and saving work!” than any two-edged sword”latter times some shall depart
--and so,
having been
from the faith, giving heed to
unable to resist further, they
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in
rushed to the altar to make peace with God, and to be delivered
hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron
from the power of sin! We have seen some resist the call to
. . .” (1 Timothy 4:1), and again, “This know also, that in
repentance until their knuckles turned white as they clinched
the last days perilous times shall come, For men shall . . .
ever more tightly to the back of a pew as the Word of God
[have] a form of godliness, but [deny] the power thereof . .
was preached and the Spirit hovered over the congregation.
.” (2 Timothy 3:1-6).
We have seen countenances stricken with horror, as convicted
It was the restoration of God’s glorious powersouls were sobered up to the realities of hell and eternal
--the power to convict sinners!---that ignited the great
damnation, and were brought into judgment by the Holy
Wesleyan-holiness revivals in the eighteenth- and nineteenth
Ghost, and heard their eternal sentence pronounced. O how
centuries in the United States and England. And this laid
we need Him again to do His convicting and saving work!
the groundwork for the holiness-Pentecostal movement in
What a mighty force we have in our midst, if only we
the late nineteenth- and early twentieth centuries; which in
will activate it! “Arise, shine!” “Awake, awake, O Zion!”
turn animated and empowered the last days church of God.
Consecrate yourselves! Pray for the effectual fervent
We have heard the stories and seen the reports of the great
intercession of the Spirit! Pray for revival! Seek for the deep
revivals spawned by the Holy Ghost in the early days of our
stirrings of the Spirit. “Grant, our humble petition, O God.”
illustrious fathers and mothers, as the church gave itself to
“Send down the power, O Lord, send down the power!”
prayer and yielded to the Spirit until it came into a consecrated
state, and thus became “meet for the Master’s use!”
We have seen it for ourselves. We have seen the
church travail, and thousands of sons and daughters were
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Thankful for Zion Assembly
Michael George
Greenville, SC

I cannot remember a time that I didn’t have a knowledge of people. Forty years of working for the public has only
heightened my ability to study the characteristics and habits of people. I’ve never been one to take a person at face value.
I get to know them . . . feel them out. And, consequently, over the years I’ve learned that people aren’t always who they
say they are. A person who claims to love children, doesn’t always love children. A “family man” it turns out isn’t always a
family man. Unfortunately, the same is true with professing “Christians” today. Everyone who professes Christ isn’t always
a true Christian. I observe the ones who claim that title, and then judge their testimony on the basis of their fruits. In that
way, I’m able to see if they really know the same Christ I know. I’m not claiming to be perfect, but a person’s life and actions
tell so much about him or her.
Everything that glitters is not gold, and what seems to be a spade isn’t always a spade. I don’t know why God
chose to place me into a church fellowship that understands what God’s church is---its true nature and character. But I’m
so glad He did. I wouldn’t want to be searching for truth in today’s “church” world: for in general it is filled with chaos and
confusion and untruth. In such a state, except by the grace of God it would be futile to attempt to discover the truth.
We live in a time when “Christianity” is merely a title---a profession without spiritual substance and evidence. This
trend is so powerful that the stability and salvation of our young people is at risk. Even some whom we have considered
seasoned Christians are being swept into the tide of “anything goes.” A wind of change is blowing across our nation and the
world, bringing with it a dust cloud that’s stinging the eyes and darkening the vision of God’s people, and choking the life
out of some who once knew the truth.
Many of today’s denominal and independent churches meet only once a week for about an hour and a half on Sunday
morning. Sunday school lessons and good solid mid-week Bible studies have been replaced with vacuous sermonettes,
enhanced with power point technology on a computer screen that outlines merely the highlights.
Recently, my wife and I attended our oldest son’s church on the occasion of our granddaughter’s dedication. The
building was probably built in the 60s or 70s, and apparently, at one time, had a thriving church family. Today, it stands
as a shell of yesteryear. The pews have been ripped out and the pulpit done away with. Pianos and organs—a thing of the
past. The stage was lined with a spider web of cables connecting the instruments for the performance of a concert, known
as worship. Paper plates, cups, and napkins lined the chairs. Why is it that we know we should eat breakfast before we go
to work or to school, but don’t know any longer that we should eat before rather than during worship? Some have virtually
converted the sanctuary into a restaurant.
Where is the respect for God’s house? Not that the building is holy in and of itself: but it should be a place set aside
to worship the “most high God” . . . the Creator of the universe, the Giver of life, the One who gave His Son to redeem fallen
man! It is obvious to many of us that the present state of things in popular Christianity lacks spirit, lacks truth, and lacks
wisdom and divine direction. In short, it lacks the God its proponents claim to worship.
The preacher at my son’s church missed his cue to come to the stage. His excuse was that he was “twittering.”
Then he talked his way through forty minutes of study which contained so many untruths and misguided notions that it was
hard to keep up with them all. Then communion was served at the front of the sanctuary where the altars used to be. There
was no place given for self-examination and prayer before receiving symbolic elements. The people just came up as they
were and partook. And you were given the choice between two goblets . . . one containing fermented wine the other juice.
Never had I witnessed a more blatant display of disrespect for what our Lord commanded of us: “This do in remembrance
of me” (1 Cor.11.24). Where was the remembrance? The sacredness? The whole scene was surreal and handled lightly and
flippantly. Then afterwards, the pastor fled or disappeared---no time to meet the parents of one of his members and to invite
them back.
I want to take this opportunity and medium to publicly thank God for Zion Assembly Church of God: where truth
is still taught, and the fellowship is real and true. We hear the Bible preached unapologetically in our pulpits, and if toes are
stepped on it might be time to examine ourselves to see if we are as close to God as we would like to think we are.
God’s church is like the old lighthouse on the hill, shining her light to give direction to a world that is increasingly
becoming darker. But we believe genuine Christians are seeking for biblical truth and illumination, and even in this present
darkness God is opening their eyes to see His true church---“the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3.15). As men-made
churches around God’s church become entangled in the web of new age worship and an ever-increasing number of false
teachings, Zion Assembly’s beacon will shine brighter and brighter until those who are sincerely searching will be guided
safely into the harbor.
“Desiring to lower her standard, they watch every move that she makes. They love to find fault with her
teaching, but really they find no mistake. She is spreading her wings for a journey, she is going to take by and by.
When that last trumpet sounds in the morning, she will meet her dear Lord in the sky.”
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Shepherding Ministries
It hardly seems possible that we are approaching the end of the 2017-2018 Assembly year and the
2018-2019 one is around the corner. The older I get makes me wish I had a pause button to push! God is a
good God and we need to be thankful for His grace and the health He gives us each day.
The shepherding ministry is not foreign to many of us, but, as of late, it seems foreign in some
local churches. We are living in a cruel world and our members need love and concern shown to them as
never before. In a quote from the General Overseer of our former fellowship when he first inaugurated the
provisions to give better care and protection to our members, he referred to them as “Little Lambs.”
Our present Presiding Bishop is concerned likewise about our members with whom we have lost contact
or who have moved away; and, also, those who may have become cold and indifferent in their soul. Let’s be
diligent in our care for them as a shepherd does his sheep; and, also, to boost and raise material support for our overseers and pastors.
We have had in recent months overseers and pastors who have needed assistance from our emergency fund due to deaths
in their families. Pastors, if you have not appointed a local Shepherding Ministries director for your local church, please seek the
Lord and do so. These “under shepherds” can be of great help and assistance in boosting emergency dollars, which is only $12.00
per member per calendar year (January-December). They can also keep in touch with the members who have moved away, not
attending church regularly, are sick, or just in need of a compassionate word or friendly visit.
Church, we have work to do to build God’s church the way He desires it to be built. In Nehemiah we see how it took all
of them working together to build the wall. In 4.16 it tells us half wrought in the work, and the other half had the spears, shields
and the bows. There is something that all of us can do if “we have a mind to work.” Let’s do what we can and the Lord will help
us with the strength and ability to get the job done.
Let’s excel and be 100% in the Emergency Fund for 2018. God bless each of you is my prayer.
Wilma J. Carter, Shepherding Ministries Director

“Sheep Need A Shepherd”
I have often heard that sheep are among the simplest of livestock; that is to say, they are quite vulnerable without a shepherd, especially to their enemies such as the “wolves” and “thieves” mentioned in John 10. They are also vulnerable to themselves
as they tend to wander from the flock.
Although I have limited knowledge of sheep, it seems that a sheep that ventures from the watchful eye of the shepherd is
bound for trouble. As dependent as they are on a watchful shepherd, I seriously doubt that sheep realize how dependent they are.
They probably do not notice the shepherd’s presence until they feel the pull of the staff to save them from danger.
At the other end of the spectrum, human beings are creation’s most complex thinkers. We have the capacity to understand
and process amazing quantities of facts and information. We can make complicated decisions. In that sense, we are not very much
like sheep. Yet, Jesus uses the parable of the good shepherd to teach His followers about the relationship offered and sought by
God with His creation. Jesus recognized an important tendency of humanity. Perhaps we are more like sheep than we realize.
As you can imagine, the religious authorities did not respond well to Jesus’ depiction of Himself as the “good shepherd”
who has come to lay down life and take it up again for His sheep. Although some were challenged to believe on Him, others
thought He was crazy; worse yet, some thought He was blasphemous. I imagine there was another facet of His metaphor that
Jesus’ listeners found difficult to accept. We are accustomed to the concept of the Lord as shepherd and us as sheep; but His listeners in the New Testament were less accustomed to this idea, and further, unlike modern men, had firsthand knowledge of the
shortcomings of sheep. For Jesus to describe Himself as the shepherd of a sheep-like people was therefore probably difficult for
the people to accept. They probably mistook His wise teaching for egotism. We have the advantage of historical perspective. We
can see the gentle wisdom in Jesus’ teaching. We know that He did just what He said, choosing to lay down and then take up His
life for us.
I will admit, however, there is something a little disillusioning about being described as sheep. It is difficult to admit our
likeness to animals that depend so much on a shepherd for survival. We are much more accustomed to being shepherds in control
than sheep in need of leadership. Yet, when it comes to our relationship with God, Jesus understands our human tendencies better
than we understand ourselves. When it comes to our faith, we are very much like sheep in need of a shepherd. Like sheep, we have
the tendency to follow. Like sheep, we often confuse true leadership with the kind offered by hired hands (“shepherds” who are in
it for the wrong reason). Like sheep, we are endangered by those who prey on our vulnerability, like grievous wolves. Like sheep,
we are prone to wander away from the care of the shepherd and the safety of the flock. Thus, we certainly need a good shepherd,
like Jesus, who is willing to care and sacrifice for us. Accepting that we are indeed like sheep is the hardest part for many people.
It is our human nature to want to be in control of our lives. Yet, to be a follower of Christ, we must accept our characteristic
likeness to sheep and our need for a good shepherd. As we continue to ponder the great plan of salvation, may we be ever
aware that to fully experience Christ, we must allow Him to be the shepherd of our lives.
---Tracey Allred
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Mortgage Burning and

Mortgage Burning Celebration

Groundbreaking Ceremony
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Groundbreaking Celebration
On Saturday May 19th the Lord provided a beautiful day for the celebration of our Mortgage burning and
Groundbreaking ceremony for the two-story 10,000 sq. ft. expansion of our International Ministries Complex. The
new addition will include also facilities for our envisioned Bible college. Many faithful and dedicated ministers
and members gave liberally and sacrificially to make that day possible. More than two hundred members and
friends contributed a $1000 or more to the pay-off of our indebtedness and the vision of the new addition. The
following gave $10,000 or more to these noble causes: Mary and James Orange; John and Carol Reed; Derrick
and Jennifer McBride; Gavan McDonald; L.W. and Wilma Carter; Wade H. and Dale Phillips; Sid Whitlock;
Jeanette Surratt; Jerry and Nicole Pounders; Chase and Terry Lamour; and Steve and Glenda Major. More than
20 members and friends have contributed $5000 or more to make our dream for this expansion become a reality.
It should be noted also that the local church in Cleveland has given over $120,000 toward the International
properties.
The mortgage burning represented the pay-off of accumulated loans of over 1.3 million dollars [with
interests] since 2004. It was agreed in the General Assembly to pay off the old indebtedness before making the
new loan to construct the two story 10,000 sq. ft. expansion.
Special guests for the event included the next sheriff of Bradley County, Steve Lawson, whose mother, Faye
Lawson, attends our Cleveland church. The event opened with special music and singing by the Erwin family,
Danny Shroader, Renetta Nichols, and Daren Childers. The Presiding Bishop gave a short history of the amazing
progress of the church since 2004, then proceeded to lead in the mortgage burning [see pic upper left]. Anton
Burnette, minister of Education and pastor of the Cleveland church, then gave a fiery exhortation on the theme
“Let us rise up and build.” Following Bishop Burnette’s message, five persons were selected to ceremoniously
break ground for the new facilities [see pic lower left]. The Presiding Bishop represented the church as a whole;
L. W. Carter represented the financial contributors; Alice Jones represented the Construction Committee; Anton
Burnette, the youth and department of education; Yomi Adekunle, the world mission department. About 6070 attended the event including a few from the community. Refreshments were served in the vestibule of the
International Ministries Center following the closing prayer.

About 60-70 attended the Event
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Cleveland School of Ministry
Spirit-Filled Classes

Many new faces in class this year

First Week Students

Second Week Students
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Student Testimonies
I was especially blessed in the School of Ministry this year in Cleveland. The classes included New Testament
Survey, Greek, “Converted to the Church,” “Works of the Flesh”, and “Mystery of Sin.” All the classes were uplifting and
very instructive.
New Testament Survey explored the theology and interpretation of the New Testament, giving clarity to its overall
purpose. Following the first class, nightly readings of a few chapters were assigned to discuss the next day. The General
Assembly and the revelation of the church were just a few of the subjects covered. The purpose when studying the New
Testament is observation, Interpretation, and application.
Greek was a class that surprised me. I was amazed at how quickly I understood and pronounced the language. I am
a graduate student and had taken the class before. I’m glad I took it again because it sunk in more the second time around.
“Works of the Flesh” was a class I really liked. Brother Sullivan obviously put in some time in preparation for this
class. He gave an extensive explanation of the works of the flesh. The topic of drunkenness was intriguing. He answered
thoroughly the explanation how those in Bible times made strong drink. Also, he helped answer the question whether Jesus
turned the water into alcoholic wine. Well, did he? Take the class and you’ll find out.
Converted to the Church was taught by Brother Phillips. We had to take an open book test from his book “The Bible
Church”. During this class he covered topics such as the prophetic name of the church, invisible church myth, and church
spiritualism.
Last of all, “The Mystery of Sin” was taught by Brother Phillips. I loved this class! He covered the sin of Adam,
a God consciousness, and how views from the reformers influenced America. He required an open book test for this class
from his book “The Mystery of Sin.” I thought the illustrations in the book covering the deceitfulness of sin and the body of
sin were great examples of sin’s consequences. It even covered the differences between the soul and spirit which was very
interesting.
I have no regrets returning to the school for the seventh time this year. Like previous times I learned something new
concerning the faith and that is priceless. I can’t wait till next year rolls around so I can attend again.
			

--- Daren Childers, KY

I am grateful for the opportunity to have attended the School of Ministry this year. It was a blessing to sit beside
my husband and learn together in class. I cannot say enough about the quality of teaching I experienced. I would whole
heartedly encourage everyone to take the time to read “The Mystery of Sin”, along with the scriptural references, it offers
such clarity on the deception of sin and left me with a deeper desire to share the gospel.
										

---Stephanie Ferrell , TN

The School of Ministry was a life change for me. As a college student, it was refreshing for me to study and receive a
deeper understanding of the church and its teachings. I enjoyed each and every class that I attended. Communications taught
by Wanda Busbee was quite informational as we learned how to pronounce all of those harder Bible words that most people
skip over. Old Testament taught by Anton Burnette, my father, was a class that the spirit of the Lord flowed through every
class. I learned that the Old Testament isn’t just a book of children’s stories, but life lessons we can glean from even today.
“Mystery of Sin” taught by Wade Phillips was an awesome class that was full of descriptive lectures on why dealing with sin
should be a vital part of a believer’s life. Greek taught by Wanda Busbee was one of the most fun classes during School of
Ministry. Who knew that learning Greek could be so much fun? I loved Wanda’s teaching style and the way she incorporated
games into teaching us how to write and recognize the Greek alphabet. “Fruits of the Spirit” taught by Bro. Sullivan was an
excellent class that taught me about how I should properly conduct myself as a Christian while exhibiting each fruit in my
daily life. Spanish taught by Sis. Renetta was an elective and everyone had a great time in that class. I retained much of the
information from that class because of all the fun ways we learned the language. I especially liked learning worship songs
in Spanish. I thoroughly enjoyed each class as they taught me more and more about my spiritual walk as a Christian.
										
										
---America Burnette, TN
My first term at the School of Ministry was a delightful experience. The school was well put together in organization
and presentation. The classes were enlightening and the teachers were well prepared. The brief, disciplined devotionals each
morning prepared us for our studies during each day. These devotionals also helped us to know how to carry out these types
of services at our local church. Overall, my first term was a rewarding and enlightening experience.

								

---Sandra Moore, SC
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Church History Tour

Place of Prayer

Bishop Phillips lectured

First Assembly House

Daron Miller preached
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Pacific Coast South School of Ministry
The recent term of the Pacific Coast South School of Ministry in held in Rialto, California was a tremendous
blessing. The presence of the Holy Ghost was evident throughout the week. The Lord used the teachers in a powerful
way. It was wonderful to see the staff work together in unity as one. We had a record-breaking attendance of 92 brothers
& sisters! Six became members of God’s church! And it was wonderful to see the interest of the youth in continuing to
get rooted in the Word of God and the ministry of the church. The following students graduated:
We had three graduates:
Ydandi Garcia – Hesperia church
Rafael Martinez – Rubidoux church
Ricardo Galvan – Anaheim church
We are beyond grateful for all the teachings and everything each individual has learned this year at the SOM.
Here are the Highlights of the SOM 2018
Total attendance: 92 (including visitors)
Total Students: 63 (includes both full time & part time students)
Total New Students: 14
Total Staff: 15
6 Brothers & Sisters became Members of the church
The Lord truly blessed us once again this year. The testimonies of some of the students that attended stated that
they had a powerful & blessed learning experience. The feedback I received from many of the students was once again
very positive and they will make plans to attend next year & try to encourage others to come along with them.
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Receiving New Members into the Church
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General Assemby
September 4-9

Assembly Day of Prayer
August 12th

Note: Regional Convention date changes:
West Virginia, Virginia, Pennsylvania, Maryland is: July 13-14
California North: June 15-16

