
 

 
Theme: Judges of Israel 

Lesson: Samson’s Strength 
Text: Judges 16:1-31 

Date: December 2, 2018  
Writer: Alicia Harris 

Lesson Summary 

We learned from the lesson on Samson’s birth that he was to be a Nazarite all the days of his life.  God gave him 
great strength and used him to bring deliverance to his people. But he was never to cut his hair, or his strength 
would leave him.  For 20 years, he was the judge for God’s people when the Philistines were in power. No one knew 
where Samson’s strength came from except Samson. Eventually he fell in love with a woman named Delilah. The 
Philistines desired to find a way to defeat Samson. They had to find out where his strength came from. So they 
promised to pay Delilah a large amount of money to get the answers. Although Samson avoided telling her at first, 
eventually he gave in to her evil desires and told her everything. While Samson was fast asleep, Delilah called for a 
man to come and cut Samson’s hair. When he awoke, his strength was gone. He was no longer able to withstand the 
enemy. The Philistines blinded him, put him in chains, and worked him like an animal.  But his hair began to grow 
back!  Then the Philistines made a great sacrifice to their false god, and they called for Samson to make fun of him 
before the people.  Samson knew that his only help was God. He repented and asked God to restore his strength. 
God did as Samson asked. God allowed Samson to regain his strength for one more victory over the Philistines. He 
destroyed more Philistines that one day than in all his battles. Even though Samson made a terrible mistake, God 
was faithful when he repented, and God restored what the enemy had stolen. Let’s learn from Samson’s mistake. 
We should pray that God will help us to resist the temptations that we face. We can be victorious through Christ! 
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     Ideas to Illuminate: Ten Finger Prayer 
Have the children to trace both hands. Then cut them out and glue the 

hands to another piece of construction paper. Write the memory verse, one 
word at a time, on the fingers. Remind the children that with God all things 
are possible. 

Questions for Class Discussion: 

1. Why couldn’t Samson cut this hair? 
2. How did the Philistines find out where Samson’s strength came from? 
3. What happened to Samson when Delilah cut his hair? 
4. After his hair grew back, what happened when Samson repented and 
asked God to restore his strength? 
 

 

Teacher Preparation 
Readings: John 15:5; 2 Corinthians 3:5; James 4:7; Ephesians 6:11 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn the importance of resisting the enemy.  
 
Materials:  construction paper, pencil, colored markers, glue, scissors 
 
Memory Verse:  “I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). 
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Theme: Judges of Israel 

Lesson: Jephthah, Mighty Man of Valor 
Text: Romans 8:28; Jeremiah 29:11  

Date: December 9, 2018 
Writer: Mandy Thompson 

Lesson Summary 

Joshua led the Israelites into the Promised Land after Moses died. After Joshua died, there was no one to lead Israel, and they soon 
began to do evil things. For some 400 years, God used judges (people inspired by God to do His will) to lead the Israelites. One of 
the judges was a man named Jephthah. Now Jephthah’s dad was Gilead, and he and his wife had many sons. But because 
Jephthah had a different mother, his brothers ran him off. He went to the land of Tob and became the leader of a gang of bad 
people. Today, there are similar situations happening. People are not serving God, families are being torn apart, and gangs are 
being formed as a substitute for family, safety, and security.  But the real truth is they don’t offer these things at all. Jephthah 
probably thought this was going to be his way of life forever, but God had other plans. Jephthah was a mighty warrior. When Israel 
was under attack from the Ammonites, the elders from Gilead came to get him. They wanted him to come home and be their leader. 
They said he would be the leader over all of Gilead if he would come home and help them fight. Jephthah went back home, became 
their leader, and with the Spirit of the Lord defeated twenty towns. The Lord gave us the story of Jephthah’s harsh life and his rise to 
leadership in order to show us what He can do in our lives. Romans 8:28 tells us “that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” If you are looking for love, hope, peace, and safety, you won’t find it 
in the things of this world. However, you will find these and so much more when you give your heart to Jesus. You can be born again 
as a son or daughter of the King and receive a royal inheritance that can not be taken away. You may be in a situation where you 
feel like this is your way of life forever, but the Lord has other plans. He has a place for you in His family and has a purpose for your 
life. Surrender yourself to the Lord, seek God’s plan in your life, and you will have victory in Jesus. 
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Ideas to Illuminate: All Things Work Together 
Write the memory verse on a piece of paper and cut it into puzzle pieces. Have the 
children work together to put the memory verse puzzle together. Split into teams to 
see who can solve it the fastest. 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. What is valor? 
2. How did Jephthah have valor? 
3. How can you have valor? 

 

Teacher Preparation 
Readings: Judges 10:6-18; 11:1-11, 29, 32-33; Jeremiah 29:11 
 
Lesson Objective: The children will learn that we are victorious when we live for Jesus.  
 
Materials: Bible,  paper, markers, scissors, stop watch  
 
Memory Verse: “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). 
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Theme: Judges of Israel 
Lesson: Samuel - Given to the Lord 

                                 Text: 1 Samuel 1:1-28; 2:18-21, 261 Sam 1:1-28; 2:18, 21 
Date: December 16, 2018 
Writer: Mandy Thompson 

Lesson Summary 

In 1 Samuel we read about a woman named Hannah who was married to Elkanah. She was very sad because she didn’t have any 
children. Every year, they traveled to the house of God in Shiloh to worship and to make a sacrifice to the Lord. One year, while 
praying at the house of God (temple) at Shiloh, she was so bitter in her soul that she wept and prayed from her heart that God 
would give her a son. She promised that she would give him back to the Lord for God’s service all the days of his life. When she 
finished praying, she was no longer sad. She woke up early the next morning and worshipped the Lord before returning home. 
Now in time, God answered Hannah’s prayer, and she had a son.  She named him Samuel, meaning “asked of God.” When 
Samuel was a little older, Hannah took him to the priest Eli at the temple in Shiloh. Hannah explained that she had prayed for a son 
and promised him to the Lord; and the Lord had answered her prayer. Therefore, she was keeping her promise and giving Samuel 
back to the Lord for his service. Samuel remained at the temple to live with the priest and to serve God. Today, you may be 
praying for God to change something in your life. You may not be seeing the change you want to see right now. Commit yourself to 
serving God anyway. Find that place with God that Hannah found. He took away her bitterness and sorrow before he answered 
her prayer for a son. Hannah was committed to worshipping and serving God no matter what. She gave herself to God first, and 
when she received a son in answer to her prayer, she then gave him to God’s service. So Samuel began serving under Eli the 
priest at God’s house from a really young age.  The Lord honored Hannah for her giving, and God blessed Elkanah and Hannah 
with three sons and two daughters.  What can we learn from the story of Hannah and Samuel?  Don’t hold back, but give yourself 
and all your gifts and abilities to the Lord.  He will bless you when you give yourself to him. 
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         Ideas to Illuminate: 

 
Have the children to draw a picture of the gift/talent the Lord has given them and 
how they can use it to serve Him. 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. What did the Lord do for Hannah before he gave her the son she desired? 
2. How did Hannah give her son back to the Lord? 
3. How did God bless and honor Hannah for her giving? 

 

Teacher Preparation 
Readings: 1 Samuel 1:1-28; 2:18-21, 26 
 
Lesson Objective: The children will learn to give themselves to the Lord for his service.  
 
Materials: Bible, paper, colored pencils 
 
Memory Verse: “But Samuel ministered before the Lord, being a child, girded with a linen ephod”   
(1 Samuel 2:18). 
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Theme: Christmas 

Lesson: Good Tidings of Great Joy 
Text: Luke 2:10-11 
Date: December 23, 2018 
Writer: Mandy Thompson 

Lesson Summary 

The night Jesus was born, an angel of the Lord came to the shepherds who were watching their sheep. 
The presence of the Lord shined all around them, and they were very afraid. “And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). The angel was telling 
the shepherds to rejoice because of the good news of God’s grace. God sent a Savior, which is Jesus 
Christ! “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). The angel told the shepherds that this grace is for 
everyone in the whole world. “For whosoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 
10:13). This is the good news of God’s grace! God gave us the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ. That is the 
greatest gift you will ever receive. The greatest gift you could ever give someone is to tell them about the 
good news of God’s grace in Jesus. “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” 
(Mark 16:15). He is the gift that keeps giving! 
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    Ideas to Illuminate: 

 
Give each child a piece of paper, pencil, and crayons. Create the front page 
of a newspaper with the headline, “The Good News of God’s Grace.”  Then 
let the children draw pictures and write the story of Jesus’ birth.  

 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. What is the good news of God’s grace? 
2. Have you received the greatest gift of all (i.e. Jesus as Savoir)? 
3. What is the greatest gift you could ever give? 
4. How can you give the good news of God’s grace to others? 

 

Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Luke 2:1-14; John 3:16; Romans 10:13; Mark 16:15 
 
Lesson Objective:  The children will learn the good news of God’s grace. 
 
Materials:  Bible, paper, pencil, crayons 
 
Memory Verse: “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:11). 
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 Theme: Judges of Israel 
Lesson: Samuel Answers the Call of God 

Text: 1 Samuel 3:3-10; 7:15-17 
Date: December 30, 2018 
Writer: Mandy Thompson 

Lesson Summary 

Samuel’s parents served the Lord. His mother passionately prayed for a child, and Samuel was the answer to her prayer. 
She dedicated him to the Lord before he was even born and took him to live at the temple with Eli the priest, so that he 
could learn how to serve the Lord.  Like Samuel, you are here at church today because someone loves you and has a 
strong desire to see you learn how to serve the Lord.  Even though Samuel’s parents knew God and he lived with Eli at 
the temple, he still needed to have his own relationship with the Lord. One night, as he lay in bed, he heard a voice 
saying, “Samuel, Samuel!” This happened three times; and every time he ran to Eli, thinking he was the one calling him. 
But Eli realized it was the Lord trying to get Samuel’s attention. He gave Samuel instructions on how to answer God. The 
fourth time the Lord called out, “Samuel, Samuel,” Samuel then answered back, “Speak; for thy servant hears.” From that 
day until Samuel died, he had a strong relationship with God. He listened to God’s Word; and God used him to Judge 
Israel. In John 10:27, Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” Just like Samuel, you 
can know the voice of the Lord. Will you be like Samuel and listen to God’s Word? 
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         Ideas to Illuminate: 

 
1. Play a game of “Jesus Says” where one person gives commands and the rest of 
the children do what he/she says. 
 
 2. Write on little pieces of paper things that God would say and things that the devil 
would say. Have the children take turns pulling the pieces of paper out of a bowl and 
reading them out loud. Let the children decide if it’s something God would say or 
something the devil would say. 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. How do we know God’s voice? (Through the Word of God – 1 Samuel 3:21) 
2. Can we make it to heaven without a relationship with God?  
3. Can our parent’s or our pastor’s relationship with God get us into heaven? 
4. Did Samuel rely on other people’s relationships with God or did he have his own? 

 

Teacher Preparation 
Readings: 1 Samuel 3:1-21; 7:15-17 
 

Lesson Objective: The children will learn that they can hear God’s voice by listening to God’s Word. 
 

Materials: Bible, paper, pen, bowl, scissors 
 

Memory Verse: “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). 
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