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“Go. . . Teach all Nations”
---Jesus

Editorials . . .
Awesome Assembly
The 12th Annual General Assembly was awesome and marvelous! This was the sentiment on the lips of
most of the 427 “delegates” that attended. Zion Assembly is blessed with gifted preachers, singers, musicians,
dramatic performers, program planners and directors, and faithful workers of every sort. And their gifts were
in evidence in this Assembly in a most wonderful way. Literally, we stood in awe on many occasions as our
great God was revealed, and His will and power were manifested. A full report of this glorious Assembly will
be featured in the next issue of the Voice of Zion.

Our People are Hard Workers
As our ministers and workers were departing Cleveland after the Assembly, we were blessed to hear several
of them express a desire to get home and jump right into the October World Mission Drive. Those expressions
warmed my heart and made me proud to be a leader in Zion Assembly. We have such faithful and spirituallyminded people---saints with a vision of the harvest and a determination to fulfill the mission of the church!
Our people are not afraid of hard work. They pour themselves into the various ministries of the church,
and labor together to accomplish great things for the Lord---[for] the people who know their God shall be
strong, and do exploits! Even more to their credit, they do these exploits more of less inconspicuously: that is,
for the glory of God, and not for any personal glory. Their ultimate desire is to magnify the Lord, and to please
Him. I am just now reminded of the apostle’s passage in Galatians 3.7-11:
“But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things
loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of
all things, and count them but rubbish, that I may gain Christ . . . that I may know Him and the power
of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings . . . [that] I may attain to the resurrection of the
dead” (NKJV).

October Mission Drive
This issue of the VOZ features some of the nations in which God’s church is established and carrying out
Christ’s mission to the nations. Forty-one nations have been reached---including most recently Bolivia in South
America. Zion Assembly was set in order in this nation only a few days after the Assembly by the overseer of
Peru, Yum Munoz Qusipe. A report on this exciting event will be featured in the next issue of the paper.
One by one we are reaching the 196 nations in the world. Praise the Lord! We appreciate so much the
faithful labors of our people who have a vision of the great harvest of the Lord, and who are willing to labor
diligently to make the glorious vision become a reality.
As you pour yourselves into this mission drive effort, recall the apostle’s admonition in 1 Cor.14.12:
“Seek to excel!”, and the encouraging words of the writer of Hebrews: “God is not unjust to forget your labor
of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister”
(Heb. 6.10).

Paying off our Present Indebtedness
An exciting business arrangement was made in the recent Assembly---a plan to pay off the existing
indebtedness of the headquarters property; and then to proceed to make a new loan and break ground for
the addition of an impressive two-story wing onto the existing International Ministry Center. Following
through with this plan will enable us to burn the existing mortgage and break ground for the new addition in
the next Assembly.
The first step toward fulfilling our vision for a Bible college will then become a reality; and also the need
for extra space for our international offices will be met. A full report of this plan will be given in the next issue
of the VOZ; suffice it to say here that one of the things necessary to make this plan a reality is for our people to
make every effort to pay their pledges that were made in 2013-2015. There is now about $50,000 in pledges that
have not been paid. I believe everyone will do their best.
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“A Mighty Work To Do
by a Mighty People”
ED. Note. Recently I read again A.J. Tomlinson’s annual address in 1940 and found it most intriguing,
especially the Introduction. I found it intriguing because he admits that up to that time several mistakes had
been made, and in fact that “we have deviated so much that we found ourselves sidetracked from the main
line.” Yet in his typical optimistic style, he continued, “But as soon as we found we were not on the main line .
. . we backed up and shot out on the main line again.” As a leader in this very last days Zion, I identified with
his sentiments as a leader, particularly his prodding the church to press forward to “make progress,” and to
“Work! Work!” But more importantly noted his emphasis on loving people and using wisdom to win the favor
of all classes of people. He maintained firmly that we can have “the favor of all the people”, like the church in
the New Testament did (cf. Acts 2.47), yet without compromising biblical standards. I believe this also. There
is a way to present the Gospel effectively in love and wisdom to win souls without compromising!

I admit that, a few times since 1903, we have
Mighty work to do! Mighty people to do it! Made
deviated so much that we found ourselves sidetracked
mighty by the power of God because of their faithfulness
from the main line, but singular as it was, we were still
in fulfilling prophecy. There seems to be a force actuating
going parallel with the main line, but not
these faithful men and women similar to
going so fast. But as soon as we found
the force that walked the animals into
we were not on the main line, and could
Noah’s new ship. The people I refer to
do so, we backed up and shot out on the
are so fully consecrated to God and His
main line again. In my own experience
work of the last days, that they are being
at such times I found myself operating
operated more or less by the power
in some miraculous manner that had not
of God and His providences rather
been studied out and planned, but I was
than by their own muscular force and
just doing the right thing at the right time
decisions of their own minds. This has
that saved the day, and still the Church
been demonstrated in many instances.
rolled on up the line. It is still going
They have done the right thing at the
today. And I have arrived at a state of
very right time without having had
mind that I believe God has His blessed
any time for premeditations, and for
hand on the entire machinery that was
making plans.
programmed to operate in these days,
There have been times,
and every little defect or every sidetrack
however, when these same people
will be attended to before anything
have acted quite slow because they
serious happens. I have confidence in
were not sure as to the best course to
God, that He is able to take care of His
pursue. And this is a show of wisdom,
own.
and agrees with John’s advice of “Try
I do not hesitate to declare, this
the spirits whether they are of God.”
A.J. Tomlinson
is His Church. And isn’t it true that many times
Some things have been done, and
(1865-1943)
over, through messages and interpretations, we
some things said, that just had to be done and
have been declared to be His people, and He
said to meet the requirements of prophecy and
has not been ashamed to own us as His people by saying “I
no one knew it was according to prophecy until afterwards.
am your God.” How many in this presence have heard such
We did not know in 1928, that we were following God’s
statements right here between these walls? I myself have
blueprint so closely when we instituted our Big Business
heard them repeated so much that I am believing them. And
program. But since that time the Scriptures have been
the seal of the Lord has pressed me along up the line so
unfolded in a way that makes it appear we were going along
much and with such force that I am inclined to the belief
the highway almost involuntarily because God walked us
that God is using me in this last days work because He put
along. It does not matter to us whether we study out the
me on the program somewhere back in eternity, and I just
plans or whether God walks us along according to His plan,
have to operate according to His will in order to carry on
just so we find ourselves following the plan marked out by
His work. And since I am leaning upon the strong are of
our guide Book.
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we must not undertake to put something over that would
be a detriment to our work or a hindrance to our progress.
It seems to me now that the main thing we need
is to make progress. Work! Work! Work! Every member a
worker has been our slogan for years. Let us keep on until it
is an absolute fact that every member is a worker, and every
member has his special work to do. And everything we do
must measure up to the Scriptures. God will help us to know
our place, and also we must know enough to keep out of the
place that others are to fill. I have the kindest feelings for
all of this vast multitude before me this day. We are workers
together with God to carry out His program according to
His will with no failures. Yea, we must not fail!
Please do not think we are compromising in any
way to get the favor of all classes of people. I am standing
just as firmly and solidly as ever for sanctification as a
second definite work of grace, and the baptism of the Holy
Ghost and fire with the other tongues as the evidence. And
those who know me best know this is true. But it is God that
is giving me favor with the people. In fact, this is the time
when God is favoring Zion (the Church) and I am a part of
Zion. I am only advocating and practicing the last verses of
the second chapter of the Book of Acts. Read it and put it
in practice, and thus we, and the whole Church, will soon
have favor with the multitudes as fast as we can get to them
and show them love that many of their hearts are aching
and quivering for. O, they want somebody to love them.
Now read the verses.
“And they, continuing daily with one accord in the
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat
their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,
“Praising God, and having favour with all the
people. And the Lord added to the Church daily such as
should be saved” (Acts 2:46, 47).
No, there is no compromising—no lowering the
standard. But by love the use of that wisdom that is from
above, which is peaceable and pure, the people will respect
us and show us many favors they would not if we accused
them, and ill-treated them. And we need the favor of all
men so they will lend their assistance in the great work that
God has given us to do. We must do the work, and having
the favor of all the people will be a great help to us. It does
not require compromising to win the favor of the people
we want to help us by giving them the red-hot, last-days
gospel message. We only have to love one another and love
the people and pray for them, and they will grant us favors
often to a surprising degree. At any rate, the early Church
had the favor of all the people and we must not come one
whit behind them because of certain prophecies. Indeed,
the early Church had the favor of all the people and no one
would accuse them of compromising to get it. They had
their troubles, however, but at that particular time it is said
they had favor with all the people. And at this particular
time we need favor with all the people so we can get the
last days message to them which is our imperative duty,
and this we must have in order to finish up our work in
preparation for the return of our Lord.

my Savior who has saved me by His grace, then I have to
continue my work in a similar manner to that of other men
of God.
It is a fact that our government is increasing at the
very time for it to increase. For years, I attended all of the
state conventions. For a few years I have had to ask some
of the Overseers to excuse me because I just could not get
around. But this year, what has happened? Most of your
know very well. I could not go the conventions in person,
but by God’s program providing for our secretaries as we
have them, I have been enabled to supply a secretary for
every state convention. And that is a wonderful satisfaction
to me. I have received good news from every convention.
They tell of the best and most successful conventions
they have ever had. And in every case, without a single
exception, the secretaries have been lauded and praised for
the wonderful work they did, and the help they were to the
Overseers. Indeed, this was good news to me. If it had been
otherwise I would have been disappointed and had cause
for many regrets. But the reports have shown that every
single convention was a success. And to help show that
God has placed His approval upon my way of managing the
government, there has been a good increase of missionary
and free literature money raised. This is indeed wonderful.
I think the Lord is still with us. I have no criticism to offer
because I believe the Lord is in the management . . . taking
the Church home to its final goal. And this is what we have
to do. God is walking us along toward the goal, even if we
do murmur and complain a little occasionally.
“As God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in
them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”
(2 Corinthians 6:16.)
Now we are here in this thirty-fifth Annual
Assembly to learn a little more, and make a long leap in the
right direction, making triumphant strides toward the goal.
I do not want anybody to pull back or raise any question
because something may happen that you do not understand.
All these years there have occasionally been operations that
I did not understand. But just so God directs all, it satisfies
me. We may have many questions to consider and many
problems to master, but there is always that wonderful
dependence we have for consolation. Read it from our
Book.
“Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the
multitude of counsellors there is safety” (Proverbs 11:14).
“For by wise counsel thou shalt make thy war: and in
multitude of counsellors there is safety”(Proverbs 24:6).
While these Scriptures are true, and we have depended upon
the multitudes of counsellors for safety, yet in spite of all,
we deviated from the true line a few times, as already stated,
but almost every time, if not every time, it has proven to be
on account of somebody having some wrong theories they
wanted to develop, or pure ignorance, or a failure to give
God a chance to make us walk the chalk line. But we are
getting so far along now, and the time is so short in which
to get our work done, and we know what we have to do,
that I do not believe God will allow us to go wrong. In fact,
we do not have time to back up anymore, so we must not
make any more mistakes. We simply do not have time, and
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FIRST WOMEN’S CONVENTION IN NIGERIA
The first women’s convention of Zion Assembly in Nigeria was held July 24-26, 2015. The Friday program opened
with praise and worship. Then a film titled “The Spell” was shown. The film centered around a Christian family that was a
target of the kingdom of darkness. The main character was a career woman with a busy schedule who initially managed to
combine the dual role of her job and home. Then a change came over her. As it turned out, a spell had been cast upon her,

and she became the object of manipulation
and demonic control.
The second day of the convention
was a vocational training program, tagged
“Let’s go to the Kitchen.” A professional
caterer from Paradise Catering Services,
Mrs. Eunice O. Adewuyi was invited.
She led the women in health talk, prayer
and admonition before commencing the
vocational training.
On Sunday, the grand finale was
a glorious and colorful day. The women
anchored and conducted the program from
start to finish. They came in their white
and blue attire, and looked beautiful and
radiant with the glory of God about them.
The auditorium was charged with the
glory of God! The women’s choir led the
convention in praise and worship, and the
glory of the Lord was manifested.
Other
activities
included
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choreography, drama, special numbers, and a question and answer time, all of which were mighty blessing to the
“delegates.”
Another powerful and intriguing aspect of the program was the message delivered by the guest minister, Mrs.
Taiwo. Her message titled “Storms in Homes” was taken from Ephesians 4:20-32. According to her, God established the
home for companionship, and for the wife also to be a helpmate for the husband and care provider for the children. She
emphasized further that the home is constituted by God to be a place of rest, peace, and spiritual fulfillment. For any home
to fulfill the purpose of God, it must therefore be in line with the Word of God. Jesus in the home will insure that whether
the storm is external or internal, it will be subdued.
Mrs. Taiwan stressed that storms could also be catergorized as spiritual or physical. She then proceeded to highlight
some of the causes of storms in homes as follows:
1. Faulty foundations; 2) Misunderstandings; 3) Lack of communication; 4. Delay in child bearing; 5. Economic issues;
6. Failed expectations; 7. Too high expectations; 8. Lack of appreciation; 9. Forces of darkness; 10. Corrupt Family
Traditions.
In concluding her message, she said Jesus is the only one that can still every storm. He is the wisdom of God and the
solution to all problems. Old habits and the old nature must be crucified and a new man born. She admonished the women
never to give place to the devil; and that they should learn to forgive each other and pray together regularly. She then gave
some tips on how the couple should relate and interact with each other with understanding and in love. Other scripture
references were Eph.5:8; Eph. 4:22-24;1 Pet.5:8.
The other invited female ministers in attendance were Mrs. Omidiran and Mrs. Oguntoye, the latterhaving come
with her husband, Pastor Oguntoye.
The women were filled with a heart of gratitude to God, and joy illuminated them. The program concluded with a
special time of fellowship and food. Everybody found the whole program inspiring, interesting and fulfilling.
Two souls were saved and added to the church.
Mrs. Yomi Adekunle Olajumoke, reporter
National Womens Ministry Director
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Mission Accomplished
Honduras Trip
August 12-18, 2015
The purpose of our trip to Honduras was to reorganize the work in the wake of the failures of the former
overseer. The Presiding Bishop sent Bishop Miguel Garcia, Sr. and me to fulfill this important assignment.
On August 12th our plane landed in San Pedro Sula in northwest Honduras. Pastor Jonathan Hernandez
met us there and we began our journey to Le Ceiba. We rented a four-wheel drive pick up to help us navigate the
rugged mountain roads. This trip took four hours, for some of the road was washed away. It was very hot and
dusty. We had four pastors and two small boys riding in the bed of the truck. There were no gas stations or stores
along the way. The night before we left on the trip, the battery of the truck blew up, causing us to be delayed on
our mission for about a day: for it was difficult to get a replacement.
We had a service in Le Ceiba with the saints on Tuesday night, followed by a question and answer session
concerning certain doctrinal issues. We were surprised to learn that the church was in disarray there, for it had been
reported that it was well organized and flourishing. The meeting lasted late into the night---and finally yielded the
desired results. The brethren were satisfied and reconciled with the church’s teachings, and encouraged to begin
again on a more stable foundation.
The Honduran government had turned the power off so we only had the lights on our cell phones. When
we got ready to go to the hotel, some of the brethren reported that there was trouble in town. Some protesters were
blocking the streets, burning tires and looting the stores. We could see the fires burning in several places. The next
day we gathered the brethren together and had another good meeting.
The services at Orlancho were very good (Orlancho is about an eight-hour trek through the mountains).
We preached, had altar services, and answered questions. The next day we explained all we could about Zion
Assembly. Following this we were able to get a good night’s rest.
We obtained the names, addresses, and some telephone numbers of the pastors, ministers, churches, and
missions. We now have an accurate account of members and churches.
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We visited the families of members and ministers and also some non-members, and were well received. After
consulting with the Presiding Bishop via phone, Jonathan Hernandez was appointed to oversee the churches in
lieu of the failures of the former overseer.
We departed satisfied that the church is now on a good foundation. To God be all the glory!
---L.W. Carter, reporter
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ensenada, mÉxico celebrates first ladies’ day
“He has made everything beautiful in His time”

On June 20th Ensenada, Mexico celebrated their first Ladies Day with an attendance of 30 ladies from
three denominations. The morning opened with a warm welcome from Rosie Ramirez and Martha Aviles. A
glorious time of worship was led by Sary Luna Agundez who also provided the music with her guitar.
Isabel Urcadiz preached the first sermon on “He has made everything beautiful in his time.” The role of
the single mom was presented by Daisy Abrego, from the Hesperia church in California. Her class was on target
in view of the needs of some of the ladies present.
This special day included a time of fellowship providing a hands-on experience of making personal
invitations. Sister Rosie posed the question to the group, “Where is your talent that God has given to you?”
Women’s Ministry National Secretary, Ofelia Arcos Montejo, traveled from Frontera Corozal Chiapas.
She greeted the ladies and gave them encouraging words to serve the Lord and finish the race.
The day was finalized with a session of prayer for all. The men were invited to be in this last session
increasing the attendance to more than forty. The Lord was present in the altar service and the women expressed
a desire to have another Ladies’ Day soon.
---Rosie Ramirez, reporter
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Outreach in Anaheim

The outreach work that the Anaheim church in southern California is doing is outstanding. Santos Pereira
goes to the food bank to get food to distribute to needy families. They also have home services to minister in Word
and praise; and always take time for prayer requests. Pastor Juan Avila is very supportive. He has three groups
operating in this outreach. Aside from having services in the local church three times a week, the Anaheim church
is reaching out through this means.
The brother in blue is Pastor Juan Avila. The lady in pink came asking for prayer for her son who is
addicted to drugs.
---Danny Ramirez, reporter
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Praise Report from India

We are doing awesome ministry by the grace of God and through the prayers of the saints! We conduct Sunday services,
Sunday school, Wednesday Bible study, Friday women’s fellowship and Saturday fasting and prayer. Once a month we
spend a whole night in prayer. My wife Margaret and I have a great zeal, passion, and hunger to spread the Gospel to sinners.
Still, I feel that whatever we have done so far is only a drop in the ocean compared to the great harvest before us.
We have prepared ourselves and are praying that God will empower us to do much greater things for His kingdom and for
the up-building of His church.
We are praising God for the privilege of being a part of Zion Assembly. He is due all the glory and honor for planting
us in this great move of God to carry His Good News of salvation to idol worshippers in this country. Thank you, Lord!
I appreciate each and everyone who is praying for our work in India. Please keep us in your prayers.
Pastor Janga John Wesley, reporter
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Orphanage Report
Many orphans and poor children in India have
found a home in Zion Assembly. Our churches in the
United States are illustrating James’ definition of “pure
and undefiled religion” (James 1.27). The orphans and
children are being cared for and ministered to with the
heartfelt support of our people.
We are so thankful that our Presiding Bishop is
leading the way in this ministry. Our staff and the children
are thankful to all the donors and well-wishers. You are
appreciated so much. May God richly bless all of you!
Under my supervision 20 orphans are being
provided food, shelter, clothing, and Christian education.
And they are indeed happy and blessed. Girls and boys
of different ages live together as brothers and sisters in
our children’s home. Every child belongs to a family and
grows with love, respect, and security. We are praying
that their lives will be transformed to enable them to
become good citizens of their country, and most of all to
be fit for the Kingdom of God.
We have brought these children from remote
areas in India, from off the streets, and most of them are orphans. Some of the children have parents, but the parents are
too poor to care and provide for them---lacking the basic necessities of life.
The children go to school every day. They are studying their academic subjects. My wife and I teach them the Bible
stories and Christian songs and subjects. Some of the children are very interested in serving the Lord.
Ten dollars support per child is not sufficient nowadays, because food and other material goods are constantly rising
in cost. So our humble request is for a little more help. Our children are very glad for their Zion Assembly family. Every
day they pray for you and the church worldwide. They convey their warm and loving wishes to you. Continue to pray for
us, and the children’s future.
Pastor T. Padma Rao, reporter
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Devotional Reﬂections
Lyrics To Encourage The Soul
Zachary Snyder

Zachary Snyder

The Love of God *

“Could we with ink the ocean fill, and were the skies of parchment made; were every stock on earth a
quill, and every man a scribe by trade; to write the love of God above would drain the ocean dry; nor
could the scroll contain the whole, though stretched from sky to sky.”
“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8 KJV)
I have probably sung this song in my lifetime as much, if not more, than any other song. To me the words
are beautiful and powerful---words that grip and melt a heart that has been calloused over by sin! It is most
interesting, however, that the particular verse quoted above was not written by F.M. Lehman. In fact, it
wasn’t even written by a well known psalmist or poet, but rather by a unknown man who had written it on
the wall inside of his cell in an asylum. He had been admitted there by physicians who said he was demented.
The deeply poetic and spiritual truths were discovered after his death.
I believe, however, that it is obvious these words did not come from a man who was demented or psychotic,
but rather by a man who had become captivated and transformed by the precious love of God of which he
wrote! Certainly God’s love has been the force that has caused this world and its inhabitants to not devour
one another with hatred! His love allowed His only Son to become our Savior and our Lord. His love has
caused the most hardened heart, full of sin and rebellion, to be convicted, melted, and molded into a new
creation through faith in Jesus Christ. God’s love reaches down to each of us through multiplied grace and
blessings each day.
When I begin to consider the love of God that He has shown to me, I can’t help but say, “O love of God, how
rich and pure! How measureless and strong! It shall forever more endure, the saints and angels song.”
Until the next time, keep singing the Gospel!
*Copyright 1917, renewed 1945
F.M. Lehman
Assigned to Nazarene Publishing House
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World Mission Update

The
Lighter
Side

Scott E. Neill
World Mission Director
Julie Steele

For which cause we faint not; but though our outward
man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.
17
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;
18
While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the
things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal 2
Corinthians 4:16-18 (KJV).

Church League Football

“

As we look around, what are we seeing? If we look
through our physical eyes we may see nothing but difficulties
and challenges everywhere; but if we look through spiritual
eyes, we see exciting times and opportunities. Yes, God
is filling us with a great desire to do everything that we
can in these last days to further the mission outreach and
endeavors that we, the Body of Christ, have before us. As
was reported in the General Assembly, progress is being
made as we spread the message of Christ and the Church.
The month of October is World Mission Month. Let us
keep in mind that every effort and sacrifice is noted, and
our rewards will be eternal. As we labor for Missions, we
will be renewed day by day. Hebrews 12:1 encourages us
to “ lay aside every weight…and let us run with patience
the race that is set before us.” As we work to raise money,
please pray for our national Overseers and mission workers
around the world. God is blessing our efforts. Praise the
Lord for He deserves all the glory!

Assembly CD’s Available
Tuesday Evening: Message -Joel Brooks
Wednesday Evening Program-L.W. Carter
Thursday Morning Message-Pete Sarry
Thursday Evening: School of Ministry-Bruce Sullivan

Halftime - the period between Sunday School and
worship when many choose to leave.
Benchwarmer - those who do not sing, pray, work, or
do anything else but sit and look on.
Draw Play - what many children do with the bulletin
during worship.
Backfield-in-Motion - making trips to the restroom or
water fountain after the service has started.
Staying in the Pocket - what happens to a lot of money
that should be given to the Lord’s work.
Two-minute Warning - the point at which you realize
the sermon is almost over and begin to gather up your
children and belongings.
Instant Replay - the preacher loses his notes and falls
back on last week’s illustrations.
Sudden Death - what happens to the attention span of
the congregation if the preacher goes “overtime.”
Trap - you’re called on to pray but are asleep.
End Run - getting out of church quickly, without
speaking to any guest or fellow member .
Flex Defense - the ability to prevent anything in the
sermon to affect your life.

Thursday Evening: Healing Message-Danny Ramirez

Halfback Option - the decision of 50% of the
congregation not to return for the evening service.

Saturday Morning: Presiding Bishop’s Annual AddressPart 1

Blitz - the rush for the restaurants following the closing
prayer.

Saturday Morning: Songs-Cox/Presiding Bishop’s
Address - Part 2
Saturday Evening: World Mission & Parade of Nations
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