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“The Power and Effect of the New Birth”

“Being born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the word of God,
which lives and abides forever”
(1 Pet. 1.23)

editorials . . .
The “New Birth”
A theme that runs through this edition of the paper is the power and effect of the new birth. This is fitting, for the
present Restoration of the church, which we launched in 2004, has consistently emphasized that one cannot be truly
justified before God unless he has “received” the Son of God into His heart (Jn.1.12), and manifests the evidence that
he has indeed become a “new creation” in Christ. Jesus emphatically declared, “Ye must be born again” (Jn.3.7):
for if one is not, “he cannot see the kingdom of God” (v. 3) nor “enter the kingdom of God” (v. 5). The most obvious
evidence of this transformation is that the newborn “babe in Christ” has turned away from the works of the flesh and
stopped his sinning; and the life he now lives in Christ produces in him the “fruit of the Spirit”---“love, joy, peace,
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance [self-control] (Gal. 5.22-23). Thus, the apostle
boldly proclaims “that if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away and behold all things
become new” (2 Cor.5.17).
The new birth moreover, is the door through which the newborn saint may experience the deeper things of God--sanctification and Spirit baptism; and these experiences plunge him ever deeper into the unfathomable depths of God!
(1 Cor.2.10; Eph. 3.17-19; et al.).

Publishing the Gospel!
Part of the song that Moses and Joshua wrote says,
“Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of My mouth. My doctrine shall drop
as the rain, My speech shall distill as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers
upon the grass: Because I will publish the name of the Lord: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. He is the
Rock, His work is perfect: for all His ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right
is He (Deut. 32.1-4).
Centuries later, the inspired Psalmist of Israel wrote:
“The Lord gave the Word: great was the company of those that published it” (Ps. 68.11).
The divine commission to spread the Word of God throughout the world---to every nation on earth---has been given
to the church. Jesus said, “Go ye therefore and [make disciples] of all nations . . . Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever that I have commanded you . . .” (Mt. 28.19-20). And we know that the church’s mission will be successful:
for Jesus said, “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world as a witness to all nations, and then
shall the end come” (Mt. 24.14).
We have accepted the burden of this great responsibility in Zion Assembly. Personally, I continue to marvel at the
zeal and fierce determination our people demonstrate working in the vineyard of the Lord. Month after month and year
after year our faithful ministers and mission workers go everywhere proclaiming the true Gospel. And they publish it
with the sweet anointing of the Spirit, yet without compromise. Like a mighty army, they continue to reach nation after
nation, overcoming all opposition, and mastering every problem: going forth to sow the seed of the kingdom and to
build the house of God---“the Zion of the holy One!”
Some of course are not called to preach or teach. But all are called to witness! Some therefore go; while others
raise funds and encourage those who are called to go. We can see the evidence---especially in our World Mission Drives
in March and October---of those who labor so diligently to provide the means for our overseers and missionaries to
spread the Word of the Kingdom and plant God’s church in the nations. (See p. 7 for the results of the March Mission
Drive this year). I am moved at this moment to give a great big cheer to all of our wonderful ministers and faithful
workers! May the Lord’s favor be upon you for all your labors of love: and bless you in heavenly places in Christ Jesus!
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“Ye must be born again”
---Jesus

Born Again!
to be evangelicals---speaking seemingly with affection so
The Lord seems to have led us in this edition of the
often about being “born again.” These “deceitful workers”
Voice of Zion to focus on the nature and significance of the
indeed seem to speak the language of Christ and the
new birth. This may be noticed in several of the articles sent
apostles---use familiar words and biblical phrases---yet they
in by our ministers and faithful saints, in which the “new
cunningly change the meaning and effect of the message.
birth” and “new creation” are mentioned.
Accordingly, the new birth becomes nothing more than an
It is inarguably the case that Satan has managed
intellectual apprehension---confession without reception;
in these last days to blind sinners, as well as many
theory without heartfelt change; profession without
denominational ministers and members, to the significance
conviction; remorse without godly sorrow and repentance.
and transforming power of the new birth. We should not be
They thus make a pretense of salvation, for they do not
surprised, however; for, says the apostle, “But if our gospel
“turn away” from sin!
be hid, it is hid to them who are lost: In whom the god of
There is an obvious lack of sincerity and true
this world has blinded the minds of them who believe not,
conviction
today among a great number of professors.
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
People talk the talk, but don’t walk the walk. They want a
image of God, should shine unto them” (2 Cor.4.3-4).
Savior but not a Master; a loving God but not a righteous
There are indeed many today in high church
Judge; mercy without justice; kindness without truth;
traditions (Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, Anglican, etc.)
sweetness without the salt
as well as in evangelical
“Make no mistake, brethren, the devil ‘comes not, but of the earth!
circles; no less also than
to steal, kill, and destroy.’ But he works his scheme with
Make no mistake,
the Jewish church in
cunning
powers!
He
labors
to
confuse
confession
and
brethren, the devil “comes
Jesus’ day, who yet today
repentance,
penance
and
heartfelt
change,
sacraments
and
not, but to steal, kill, and
has the “veil over their
destroy.” But he works
actual
salvation,
water
baptism
and
regeneration,
the
Lord’s
face” and “upon their
heart” (2 Cor.3.13-16)---a Supper and sanctification. He schemes to breathe new life his scheme with cunning
veil that is “done away in into old lies, to get us to water-down the power and effect of powers! He labors to
Christ” when a believer is the new birth: for he knows he loses control and dominion confuse confession and
penance
genuinely transformed “by over those who become new creatures in Christ. In fact, in repentance,
grace through faith” into a the new birth Satan is immediately denounced in the heart and heartfelt change,
sacraments and actual
new creature (Eph. 2.8).
of the believer, and the loyalty of the saint is transferred in salvation, water baptism
Now, says the
that same moment to the Son of God!”
and regeneration, the
apostle, we should not
Lord’s
Supper
and
“marvel” when so many
sanctification.
He
schemes
to
breathe
new
life
into
old
lies,
“false apostles” and “deceitful workers” labor to diminish
to get us to water-down the power and effect of the new
(water-down) the effect of the new birth; “for Satan
birth: for he knows, he loses control and dominion over
himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it
those who become new creatures in Christ. In fact, in the
is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as
new birth, Satan is immediately denounced in the heart of
ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according
the believer, and the loyalty of the saint is transferred in that
to their works” (2 Cor.11.13-15). Indeed, we are warned
same moment to the Son of God!
everywhere in the sacred writings that “false teachers” and
What is the power and effect of the new birth? Not
“many false prophets shall arise, and shall deceive many”
only is the power of Satan overcome in the life of the true
(Mt. 24.4, 14). Even in the church, says Peter, “there
believer; but sin is forgiven and its power and dominion is
were false prophets among the people [of God], even as
broken. To be sure, Christ came for this very reason---“to
there shall be among you, who [secretly] shall bring in
take away the sin of the world!” And again, “For sin shall
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought
not have dominion over you” (Rom.6.14).
them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction” (2 Pet.
Let us then, brethren, in this present Restoration lift
2.1-2). And he goes on to say that “many shall follow their
up
again
the Banner of Righteousness, until we see it wave
pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall
over every nation on earth; indeed until we fulfill Christ’s
be evil spoken of . . . whose judgment now of a long time
commission to His church---until every person on earth has
lingers not, and their damnation slumbers not” (vv. 2-4).
heard the Word of Truth!
The most deceitful teachers are among those who profess
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---WHP

Byron Harris
Shepherding Ministries Director

“A new commandment I give unto you: That ye love one another;
as I have love you, that ye also love one another.” John 13:34
this zeal? Telling the world about the love of Christ burned
within the souls of our forefathers. They had the boldness
and determination to build God’s church!
We are living in a world that no longer fears God
or His Word. Africa, Mexico, Honduras, India, Europe,
Canada, the United States and many other nations all have
the same problem. It is easy to look at other countries and say
we need to reach those souls. But what about the neighbor
next door? What about the co-worker who works with you
every day? What about your family members who do not
know the Lord? Are we asking God to excuse us from this
task and hope that someone else will finish the work? God
forbid! Zion, it is time that we leave our church pews and
the comfort of our homes and start making a difference in
our communities. Brother Tomlinson was looking for fifty
souls to save the first year in Utah. What if every one of our
local churches had this same zeal to save just ten lost souls
this year? To be sure, this zeal will only come from Heaven.
It is time we get back to the altar and seek the Lord, asking
Him to renew our zeal for lost souls. “If my people, which
are called by name, shall humble themselves, and PRAY,
and SEEK my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then
will I hear from heaven, and forgive their sins, and heal
their land” (2 Chron. 7.14).
It’s time for God’s church to pray and seek the
face of the Lord. People are dying every day without the
Lord. This should grieve us! God has placed us here to
show forth his virtues or attributes that the world may see
and believe. I want to encourage you to find a place every
day to spend time with God and seek His face for zeal and
determination to reach lost souls. Brother Tomlinson wrote
in THE LAST GREAT CONFLICT, “Oh for a million men
who would fear nothing but God, filled with such holy zeal
and Godly courage, that we could all together burst forth
under the power of this mighty baptismal fire and rush
to every quarter of the globe like mad men, declaring the
Gospel of the Son of God, until every tribe, kindred, tongue
and people hear and thus end this Last Great Conflict!”

“Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the
fields; for they are white already to harvest” (John 4:35)
I’m certain that most of us have read or heard this
scripture preached at some point in our lives. Yet do we really
grasp what Jesus is saying? Perhaps A.J. Tomlinson did. He
desired to see the church established in every state in the
United States. Speaking in particular in regard to Utah, he
wrote in September 1943: “I wonder who will volunteer to
make ready and go there just after the assembly is over, and
start raising flags and never stop until there is at least one
flag floating in every one of the 29 counties representing
the same number of churches. Who would like to be among
the number going to that state soon after the Assembly and
undertake to save at least fifty souls the first year and get
them into the Church of God?” This was a part of Bishop
Tomlinson’s address to the Assembly in 1943, just before
his death. He had a zeal to go to Utah and start building
churches and was asking if anyone would volunteer for this
great venture. At 78 years old he still had the fire and zeal
to claim souls for the kingdom of God. Said he, “I do not
think I ever felt as big and more determined in all my life
than I do now. I do not mean to make any special boast
about myself, but I am thinking of the mighty God that
the Apostle Paul tells about.” And again, “I am not quite
eighty years old, but I do not feel just like it seemed Moses
did when he was eighty years old . . . Moses pleaded his
weakness, but after forty years of experience in the Church
of God, I feel so pepped up that I would rather say, ‘Here
am I, Lord, send me,’ than to try to get somebody else to go
in my place.”
Bishop Tomlinson was not confused about who he
was and what his purpose was in this world. “Go ye into
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” The
commission given by Christ to the church is still unfulfilled
today. Where is the zeal for lost souls? Where is the concern
of God’s people to reach people in places with the gospel
that have never heard it? Can we be pleasing to God without
5

Doors Opened in Canada
Mission Established
Since the restoration was launched in 2004 and
the church was reorganized under a new administration,
we have had calls from many of our brothers and sisters
from the north country---Canada. Yet, though there was
interest in the church, no substantial gains have been
made until recently.
In December 4-6, 2015, several faithful saints and
longtime friends came from Toronto and visited with the
Presiding Bishop and the church in Cleveland. This was a
pleasant visit, and everyone enjoyed fellowshipping and
worshipping together. Communications were thereafter
kept up for several weeks; and this led to a meeting in
Toronto directed by the Presiding Bishop and the overseer
of the United States, L. W. Carter, on January 9-10, 2016.
About 20-25 persons attended.
In this meeting in the home of Burel and Henrietta
McKane, old acquaintances were renewed, and the purpose
and vision of Zion Assembly were explained. Much interest

in Zion was shown and consequently a revival meeting was
set for March 20-23, 2016. The Presiding Bishop again led
in this meeting assisted by Bishop Carter and also Pastors
Zachary Snyder and Byron Harris. Sister Phillips also
made the trip from Cleveland and attended this meeting.
Brother and Sister Creary graciously opened up
their home and treated the brethren like royalty. Sister
McKane and her son, Steven, and others did everything
in their power to accommodate and make our stay
comfortable and enjoyable.
The meeting was successful and blessed by the
Lord. Sunday evening, the Presiding Bishop addressed a
crowd of about 150, most of whom had gathered primarily
to celebrate the 44th anniversary of the McKane’s. The
crusade was announced and the purpose of the meeting
explained. There was an average attendance of about 3540 including significantly Eugenia Brown and her daughter
Sonia and son, Dave. All were instrumental in making the
meeting a success.
The crusade climaxed on Wednesday evening
with the Presiding Bishop opening the doors of the church.
Three initially responded, renewing their covenant and
uniting with Zion Assembly---namely, Nevil S. Creary
his faithful wife, Ethlyn, and Henrietta McKane. Another
brother from the Toronto area, Brian McGill, who had
been a charter of the church since 2004, enrolled also in
the Toronto mission. Several others expressed a desire to
join the church in the next crusade scheduled for May 1-4,
2016. We anticipate that the church will be more properly
set in order at that time.
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March Mission Results
“Work the works of [God] . . . while it is day:
the night comes, when no man can work”---Jesus
Church

Amount

Church

Cleveland, TN
$10,003.36
Chestnut Hill, TN
5,791.62
Columbus, MS
4,500.00
Greenville, SC
4,003.76
Okolona, MS
3,849.08
Wilmington, NC
3,210.00
Anaheim, CA
3,100.00
West Mobile, AL
3,000.00
Highgrove, CA
2,200.00
Rialto, CA
2,156.10
Hesperia, CA
2,034.75
Goshen, IN
1,700.00
Taylors, SC
1,657.89
Roanoke, VA
1,443.14
Bayou La Batre, AL
1,221.48
Idamay, WV
1,085.50
Rubidoux, CA
850.00
Fort Morgan, CO
800.00
West Pelzer, SC
633.20
Columbia, SC (Field Work)
620.00

Amount

Ware Shoals, SC
Browder, KY
Jacksboro, TN
Kosiusko, MS
Arroyo Grande, CA
Dallas, OR
Lompoc, CA
Smithfield, WV
Cabin Creek, WV (Mission)
Westmoreland, TN
Pulaski, TN
Salisbury, MD
Fresno, CA
Salton City, CA
Fries, VA
Ft. Oglethorpe, GA
Madera, CA
Karns City, PA
Oxnard, CA

606.89
554.54
543.00
510.00
500.00
500.00
440.00
432.00
400.00
400.00
300.00
300.00
200.00
200.00
141.56
125.00
105.00
73.20
60.00

Total $60, 251.07
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OUTSTANDING LA
“Arise my Love, my Beautiful One, and come away with me”
(Song of Solomon 2:10).

E
A
S
T
E
R
N

Eighty-four beautiful ladies made their way to the Oak Tree Lodge in Sevierville, TN for the Eastern
retreat. They came with great expectations and were not disappointed. The ladies from Wilmington, NC came to
the retreat with power-packed cheers and praises of victory, being led by their captains---Marie Llaneza and her
mother, Virginia. All of the ladies joined together in worship and the presence of the Lord came down in the very
first session. Kari Snyder delivered an empowering message titled “Straighten Your Crown.” She emphasized
that we must remember who we are---DAUGHERS of the KING! The altar was filled and many were blessed.
We enjoyed a special time of fellowship following the opening service, and the spirit of
unity continued throughout the retreat. There were heartfelt devotions, thought-provoking skits, and
times of worship. Donna Pounders got the attention of the ladies, with an insightful skit, showing the
faithful journey of the Bride of Christ. It was an encouraging reminder for us to stay on course in Zion
Assembly. Wanda Busbee’s class on Consecration was inspirational, refreshing, and instructive. Saturday
evening, we were greeted with words of encouragement by our Presiding Bishop, Brother Phillips,
and also the World Missions director, Scott Neill, and Joseph Steele, the overseer of Tennessee. Meta
Clark ministered through powerful songs and words. She and three other sisters came from Scottsburg,
Indiana to be with us, and then returned home to their denomination with joyous reports. Many of the
ladies are already making preparations to attend Zion’s Ladies Retreat next year. PRAISE THE LORD!
Sunday morning, our first lady, Dale Phillips, and Wilma Carter, the wife of our United States
Overseer, spoke words of zeal and determination, motivating the ladies of Zion Assembly to move forward
in the Lord and to fortify the work of His church. Throughout this retreat, many received healing, strength,
deliverance, and restoration: and all returned home consecrated and anxious to work for their Master.

Fun Times
Oh what talents we have in Zion! Dorothy Clardy was crowned the Hula-Hoop Queen. How beautiful is the
fellowship of God’s people!

8

ADIES RETREATS
“For thou art my lamp, O Lord: and the Lord will lighten my darkness.
For by thee I have run through a troop: by my God have I leaped over
a wall” ( 2 Samuel 22:29-30).

W
E
S
On February 12th, 79 beautiful ladies gathered together at the Double Tree Hotel in Ontario,
California, anticipating a blessed time in the Lord. The ladies’ faithful expectations were rewarded. God
was present during the retreat, and many were illuminated by His light. From the opening statements on
Friday evening, to the last amen on Sunday, the presence of the Lord was felt and manifested. Anointed
messages were delivered by Maria Avila, Jovania Garcia and Kimberly Erwin. The ladies enjoyed a time
of laughter, fellowship and much-needed encouragement and instruction during Noemy Argueta’s class
on Saturday. We were blessed to have several younger women in attendance this year, all of whom were
blessed by Sandy Garcia’s class.
Such beautiful unity was felt in our worship. Songs sang were in both Spanish and English.
Altars were filled and many testified to receiving healing, encouragement, instruction, deliverance, and
inspiration to move forward in the Lord and His work. We left this retreat with the assurance that God
will light our paths with His truth and empower us---the Ladies of Zion---with strength to run through any
troop and leap over any walls of resistance to fulfill the great commission that Christ gave to His church.
What a wonderful job Sister Avila and her staff did in putting together this retreat. Mention should be
made of the special assistance of our former director, Rosie Ramirez. She managed to juggle caring for
her husband to help tend to the needs of this retreat. We love and appreciate her continued dedication to
ladies’ ministries.

TESTIMONY of DIVINE HEALING
“I give thanks, and all glory and honor to God because he healed me on Saturday. I lost my hearing in my
right ear five years ago and the Otolaryngologist said that I would lose my hearing permanently. But God
did a miracle in my life and gave me the ability to hear once again. I give thanks to God for this Ladies
Retreat.”
Samantha Moreno, Van Nuys, CA
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Power and Dominion
Glorious Retreat in Alabama

The 2016 Winter Retreat in Navoo, Alabama was
inspired by the song, “The Same Power!” The words read,
“The same power that [raised] Jesus from the grave, LIVES
IN US, LIVES IN US!” The power given to the New
Testament church is the same power we have today. But
we can hinder the Gospel by not trusting and accessing this
“Same Power” to break the
hold of the enemy upon our
lives, and upon our churches.
We cannot effectively declare
the power of God if have so
little knowledge of it and fail
to actually demonstrate it.
This retreat helped
us to grasp the magnitude of
the power of God. A quote
from Leon Lamb Morris
says, “The same power that
brought Christ back from
the dead is operative within
those who are Christ’s. The
resurrection is an ongoing
thing.”
The event was held
January 29-31 with forty-nine
in attendance. Friday night
opened with Spirit-inspired
worship, which drew many
to the altar for prayer. Some
testified of receiving Christ
as their Savior. Then Allen
Thompson preached: “We
have Power and Dominion
over this World.” The Lord
moved in a marvelous way,
and again the altar was filled
with souls seeking to be filled
with God’s power.
On Saturday the retreat started with another
amazing worship service. Then, Pastor Byron Harris
preached, “The Word has Power.” This message spoke to
all in attendance and several retreaters testified of receiving
a special blessing.
The weather was beautiful; and consequently before
lunch we had a time of prayer and consecration outside on
the campground. Everyone found a quiet place to have time
alone with God. The afternoon was filled with laughter and
fellowship. The Mobile church choir then led in a time of
Spirit-filled worship, which inspired many to seek for grace,

mercy, and the love of God. What joy it is to know that
God is real! That evening Kim Erwin preached a dynamic
message: “We have Power and Dominion over death
and sin.” This message encouraged the retreaters to seek
deliverance from torment and anything that was hindering a
victorious life in Christ. And the Lord showed up, delivering
and transforming many!
Lee Jaynes taught the
Sunday school lesson on
Sunday
morning---the
July 8, 2012 lesson, titled
‘Unity of Believers.”
This was a blessing to
all. Overseer Joel Brooks
preached the final message:
“Let Us Quench Not His
Power and Authority!” He
spoke about the misguided
principles of many who
will roll back the stone
without the Lord telling
them to do so; that is,
some get caught up in
“zeal without knowledge”
and try to push salvation
on people. He also taught
us that without a personal
revelation of Christ, a
soul will not be able to
stand. The church may
try to carry them, but the
effort will end in failure.
The altar was open and
many sought after God,
some being delivered and
healed!
There was a young
man in attendance unsure about a lot of things. He didn’t
understand what he felt and even questioned if God was
real. In a testimony service on Sunday morning, he stood
up with the joy of the Lord shining on his face and said,
“I found God.” It was obvious to all that he had been
overshadowed by the grace and power of God! Three souls
testified of receiving salvation during the retreat. Others
testified of receiving deliverances and special blessings.
And all left with the desire to trust and please God more
fully, and to fulfill His purpose in them in these last days!
---Allen Thompson, reporter
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“Restoration of Entire Sanctification
and Spirit Baptism and Fire”
William “Bill” James
After His post-resurrection appearances, Jesus led His disciples (the church) out to Bethany, and said: “And behold
I send the promise of the Father unto you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye be endued with power from on high.
And it came to pass, while He blessed them, He was parted from them and carried up into Heaven. And they worshiped Him
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy [evidence of sanctification]. And they were continually in the temple praising and
blessing God” (Lu. 24: 49-53). Their “great joy” and the “praising and blessing God”, that came after Jesus’ blessing, were
convincing signs that they had been fully sanctified! But then according to Jesus’ instructions, they tarried in Jerusalem to
be endued with power from on high.
I see a pattern here. After the new birth, the disciples were sanctified, and then subsequently were endued with
power from on high---baptized fully with the Spirit. In the glorious atmosphere of joy and praise in the temple, it was not
hard to receive the promise of the Father. “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you and to your children, even as
many as the Lord God shall call” (Acts 2:38-39). We may conclude, then, that Zion needs to worship, praise, and bless God
in His house to see and experience the more glorious things of God.
Former General Overseer Billy Murray in his last Assembly address in 2000, expressed concern about the diminishing
evidence of tongues-speaking and Spirit manifestations in the churches. Now in regard to speaking in tongues, it is the Spirit
who gives the utterance, not man. Brother Murray recognized that without the Spirit we can do nothing. He must be the head
and have preeminence in all things in the house of God. The apostle felt the same way (cf. 1 Cor. 2.1-5). Why? That your
faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God” (v. 5).
“And Isaac digged again the wells of water, which they had dug in the days of Abraham his father, for the
Philistines had stopped them after the death of Abraham, and he called their names after the names which his
father had named them” (Gen. 26.17).
In our continuing restoration program in Zion, we need to dig the wells again that were dug in the days of the
apostles in the New Testament church, and that were dug again by our forefathers in the late 1880s and early 1900s. John
the Baptist said, “[Jesus] will baptize you with the Holy Ghost and fire” (Mt. 3.11); and we know this heavenly baptism is
not just with emotional outbursts, but with real, powerful, FIRE! Remember Jeremiah’s prophecy: “…but His word was in
my heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones.” Zion Assembly needs this powerful, burning fire in these very last days!
The same fire that came upon the apostles on the day of Pentecost and upon our fathers and mothers in the late nineteenthand early twentieth century! The FIRE must be restored in the house of God---a burning, anointed witness subsequent to
instantaneous and entire sanctification. This is the work of God! JESUS said to WAIT (TARRY) until you be endued with
power from on high! That is, don’t go forward until you are endued with power from on high. Amen!

Youth Rally---Goshen, IN
On March 19, 2016, a Youth Rally was held in Goshen, IN. The rally
began on Saturday morning with Pam Jones enthusiacally greeting the
congregation and addressing the rally’s theme---”Amen- So Be It!” Alex
Drake led in worship on Saturday morning and throughout the rally. Isaac
Dement, Danny Schroader, and Jack Ferrell all spoke, each using a word
from the theme---”So Be It.” Each message was challenging to us: calling
us to be personally responsible and also collectively
responsible as members of God’s church! Kari
Snyder ended the afternoon session with a message
about how each of us has a calling, even though we
may not have to be fully equipped at the moment to perfectly fulfill that calling. God has a plan and purpose
for each of us. There was also a short pep rally to get the congregation excited about Jesus. Sister Jones
also had great visual examples to go along with the theme. These were presented at different times during
the rally. On Saturday evening, Trevor Graves, gave a musical concert and afterwards the youth had a jam
session. Praise the Lord for all the talent we have in Zion Assembly! We give praise to God for the presence
of His Spirit! and for the wonderful sessions and fellowship we had at this youth rally. Amen! So Be It!
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T.E.A.M. Zion
generation” and “peculiar people” (1 Peter 2 :9).
E is for Evangelistic. Teaching God’s Truth is not
enforcing a list of dos and don’ts to adhere to. Instead, we
should lead children to Christ. As teachers of the Truth, we
must help our students to apply what they know in their daily
lives so they can grow in a personal relationship with Jesus. We
must give our students the opportunity to make a public
declaration of their faith and commitment to Christ. Often
times, it seems as if the children are not listening when an altar
call is given. After teaching one night, I gave the children in
my class an opportunity to make the decision to give their heart
to Jesus. I did not think the Lord was at work, but I made the
offer. I was thrilled when a little girl raised her hand to
acknowledge that she had given her heart to Jesus during my
prayer. As children’s ministers and teachers, we can never
underestimate the power of God’s Spirit drawing souls to
repentance.
A is for Active. I am not referring to the active nature
of the children but rather helping them put their faith in action.
Children should not only sit on the bench and listen to a pep
talk. They want to be in the game. Provide them with loads of
opportunities to share their faith at church and in their
community. Children need a chance to sing, testify, and witness.
For example, take them to a local nursing home to deliver
homemade cards and crafts to the residents. It will be an
unforgettable experience!
M is for Motivation. Give me an M! Our actions
must flow from an inner motivation. When Jesus was
questioned about the greatest commandment, he replied. “Love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind” (Mt. 22:37). Love should be the motivation
for all that we do. Jesus also said, “By this shall all men know
that you are my disciples, if you have love one to another” (Jn.
13:35). Our love and commitment to work together to build
God’s church is a banner to the world that we belong to Him.
Let’s begin now preparing for our upcoming
Children’s Day. God will do great things if we will stir up our
spirit and work together as T.E.A.M. Zion!

Each year Zion Assembly sets the first Sunday in the
month of June as a special day of ministry to children. This
year Children’s Day will be observed on June 5, 2016. Our
theme is “Team Zion.” This sports theme is kid-friendly and
should create excitement in your local church. If your ministry
morale is running low, it is time to get out those pompoms and
stir up some T.E.A.M. spirit. In order to build a thriving and
exciting children’s ministry, we will have to work together as a
team. As we pray and prepare ourselves for this upcoming
event, let’s think about what makes a great ministry T.E.A.M.
T: Truth
E: Evangelistic
A: Active
M: Motivation
T is for Truth. There are so many social organizations
whose goal is to shape and train children to become future civic
and political leaders.
However, in Zion Assembly the
distinguishing mark which sets our children’s ministries apart is
teaching the truth of God’s Word. We cannot shy away from
this responsibility. As children’s ministers, we must hold up the
standard of truth (Ps.60:4). In today’s world, children need to
know what they believe and “be ready always to give an answer
to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear” (1 Peter 3:15). A couple of years ago,
I was the lead teacher for a children’s Bible class during a
summer youth camp. As I was teaching about sin, I made a
general reference to cursing and lying. I opened the discussion
for the students to add to the list of sins. I was humbled when a
young boy raised his hand and said, “Adultery!” He was so
confident in his answer that I felt more like the student than the
teacher. Knowing that he had not come to this understanding
on his own, I realized the importance of teaching children the
weighty truths of the scriptures such as the sacredness of
marriage. Of course, I not only want to display the ten
commandments as a negative list of don’ts, but also as a
positive reminder of how we should live as God’s “chosen

Cheryl H. McDonald
International Children’s Ministries Director
1010 Blythwood Drive
Piedmont, SC 29673
423-716-8322

childrensministries@zionassemblychurchofgod.com
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Tribute to George Miller
It is with great joy, mixed with sadness, that we report the Lord has taken George Miller home safely. He was
born April 3, 1925 in Knoxville, TN; but his real life began in Christ in February 1961. In a glorious moment the Lord
wonderfully transformed him into a new creation---“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor. 5.17).
As children we attended church via a bus ministry. I remember hearing our Sunday school teacher say, “when you
pray you must believe the Lord will answer your prayers.” We therefore would request prayer faithfully for dad. The Lord
heard our prayers and after a little while dad was saved. It wasn’t the usual way one would get saved: he was home alone,
getting ready to go out and do what he normally did---get drunk! He had tried many times to quit drinking on his own, but it
just didn’t hold. “The Lord works in mysterious ways, His wonders to perform.” It is true this saying isn’t in the Bible, but
it true nonetheless in regard to dad’s conversion. With his hand on the door knob, getting ready to leave the house, the Lord
reminded him of what he was doing to his wife and children. He began to sob and fell on his knees: and there in the living
room repented in godly sorrow, asking the Lord to forgive and save him. He started attending church with us. His friends
said it would never last. They mocked saying, “I’ll give him two weeks.” But by the grace of God he never returned to
drinking. Praise God! What a transformation!
“A new heart also will I give you, and a new
spirit will I put within you: and I will take
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I
will give you a heart of flesh” (Ezek. 36:26).
He went on to receive sanctification and was
baptized with the sweet Holy Ghost with the
evidence of speaking in tongues.
the very day he was saved. From 1961 to 2016
Dad was delivered from alcoholism
he never touched another drop of alcohol. He
didn’t want anything to do with it. He became a
better husband and father because of what the
Lord had miraculously done in his life on that
wonderful day. The lives of everyone in our
family were consequently changed for the better.
We moved across town to a better house; we
had food on our table and shoes on our feet,
and better still a new dad. We began singing
in the area churches and wherever else the Lord
would lead us. What a work the Lord did in
dad. He boldly proclaimed what the Lord had
done for him. He was never ashamed to testify
to anyone. He would get emotional and excited
every time he would tell of the Lord’s
goodness and how he had been delivered.
Dad lost the love of his life in 2006---Lil, his companion of 62 years. He struggled for a while thereafter, and was
lonely. But he trusted God and knew the Lord would take care of him, learning in the process to “cast all of [his] care upon
Him” (1 Pet. 5.7).
We kept dad busy doing fun family get-together fishing, traveling, etc.. He also turned more intensely to his love of
music and singing for the Lord. He loved being with his family and sharing stories of growing up. His greatest desire was
to see all of his children and family saved. He requested prayer for them faithfully. I told him not to worry, the Lord heard
him the first time. He believed the Word of God and fully trusted the Lord for everything.
As we watched dad during the last 5 days of his life, he began to transition to a place that we could not go. We went
as far as we could, however, singing to him every night. We witnessed the calm presence that came over his face. It was as if
a smile or praise would break forth at any moment. They say a dying person in dad’s condition can hear, though he may not
be able to respond. It is true, because after we finished singing his signature song---“I’m Using My Bible for A Roadmap”--there was a brief silence and he suddenly began singing this song. All I can say is that God is so good, and He was there
with dad when his spirit took its flight at 5:10 a.m. on January 28, 2016. He went home safely in the arms of Jesus: to the
place he had sung and read about---Heaven! His Roadmap (Bible) had shown him the way. “Then shall the dust return to
the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it” (Ec. 12.7).
Dad fought a good fight, finished his course, and kept the faith (2 Tim. 4.7-8). He saw the face of Jesus, the One
who died for him and kept him by His grace. What a reunion he must have had on the other side!
Dad was a gentle giant with a humble spirit. He was a prayer warrior and a strong pillar in the church. He loved the
church and was excited to attend the General Assembly for the first time a few years ago. He met a lot of wonderful saints
of God and enjoyed being there. He felt the Spirit of God moving and it thrilled him. He loved everyone. Dad never liked
to say “goodbye,” so he would just say “I’ll see you later.” Yes, I will see him later. There is now more for us kids to go to
heaven for. One day…what a reunion that will be! I miss my prayer warrior.
Mollie (Miller) Hayward
13

Devotional Reﬂections
“Like a bird out of prison that’s taken its flight. Like a blind man that God gave back
his sight. Like a poor wretched beggar that’s found fortune and fame. I’m so glad that I
found out He would bring me out through His holy name.”

“Thank God I Am Free”
Written by James McFall, 1989
1969

Zachary Snyder

“And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”
1 Corinthians 6:11 KJV
evil. We learn this from Paul’s words and actions in his
Corinthian letter. He denied that their tolerance was inspired
by grace, and rather chastised them for being arrogant and
cowardly---for not having a zeal for righteousness and
holiness! He showed also that tolerating immoral behavior
causes it to spread like a cancer through the whole church--like fermented yeast that permeates the whole batter of
dough (vv. 6, 7).
The only thing that could be done to correct this
offense was for the church to act decisively with disciplinary
action, namely, to rebuke and exclude the unrepentant
offender. For this was the only way to preserve the purity
of the church, and to wake up and save the offending party
(v.5). Paul continues to admonish them to remain spiritual
by maintaining a strict discipline among the members. If
perchance a member was found guilty of committing sins
that were visible and deliberate and that were made public,
he was reproved, and if necessary excluded.
The apostle’s overarching objective in his reproof
of the Corinthian church was to preserve the freedom of
believers---a freedom that is enjoyed only in vital holiness.
What Paul couldn’t comprehend was that the leadership
and members of the church failed to understand their
freedom was actually in “freedom from sin” (Rom. 6.7-22).
Paul reminded them of their soul’s condition before their
conversion, namely, bondage in sin and the works of the
flesh. And thus he pointed to the fact that they had been
at one time (PAST TENSE) fornicators, idolaters, thieves,
adulterers, effeminate (feminine men/masculine women),
etc. but now they were washed in the blood of Jesus and
were free! And this freedom wasn’t just a “covering” of
sins, but a transformation of their character. They were not
“sinning Christians,” but rather believers created anew in
the image of Christ!
Everyone who has experienced this awesome work
of redemption through Christ will attest to its power and

Freedom---what a beautiful word! As
soon as Americans hear the term, we immediately
reflect upon the freedoms afforded to us by our
Constitution. And when we see “Old Glory”
wave, floods of patriotic emotions sweep over
us and freedom seems to ring in our hearts. Our
freedom is all the more illuminated over against
the tyrannical and fascist regimes that darken
and bind the majority of peoples in the rest of the
world. Reflecting on just the last century or so,
we rejoice with thankful hearts that we resisted
and overcame the evil of Nazism in Germany,
fascism in Italy, communism in China and the
USSR, and religious and political fanaticism
espoused by many Islamic nations
Of course, it was neither political nor
social freedom that Paul was speaking of when
he wrote to the church of God at Corinth. To be
sure, he was rather focusing on spiritual freedom--freedom in holiness, freedom from sin! His
letter intended to reprove and correct believers
who were becoming lenient toward the works of
the flesh, particularly sexual immorality (1 Cor.
5). Feigning to be merciful and compassionate,
the church at Corinth was allowing gross sins
to work within their fellowship. Blatant and
habitual fornication in particular, especially on
the part of a certain member of the church, was
being tolerated. And thus the apostle passionately
rose up against it.
Though it is unpopular today, our
ministers and members in Zion Assembly must
preach and teach that true repentance requires
confession AND “turning from” the sin! And
when a member persists in sin, the church must
reprove the brother or sister and denounce the
14

glory. It is true freedom! Oh what glory it brings to the
soul! To illustrate the transforming power of this freedom,
Jesus likened believers to “sheep” who were at one time “
goats!” (Mt. 25:32); that is, they had been “born again” and
had become a “new creation” (Jn. 3.3-8; 2 Cor. 5.17). And
to magnify the mystery and uniqueness of spiritual freedom,
Jesus said, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, you
shall be free indeed (Jn. 8.36).
Oh, dear friend, has your life been changed into the
likeness of Christ? Are you bound by habitual and willful
sin? Are you the same type of person you were in B.C.
(“Before Conversion”)? Is your confession of Christ only
verbal, rather than truly experiential and transforming?
Have you not tasted and proved the Christ of Calvary. His
physical body was mutilated and murdered, and His spirit
separated from His Father in order that we might have
life and have it more abundantly. He gave His life as an
Atonement so that the sins we committed may be pardoned
and fully eradicated and removed in His sanctifying power!
“The Son of God became the Son of man so that the sons of
men might become the sons of God.”

The

Lighter

Side

Julie Steele

The 7 Deadly Sins
As Explained by Real News Stories
Lust: When their pet tortoise, Boris, escaped through a
fence, the frantic owners searched YouTube for tortoise
romantic inclinations. But apparently Boris had not
traveled far: for soon after hearing his owners’ YouTube
videos of tortoise mating habits, Boris appeared home
again full of curiosity.
Source: theweek.co.uk
Greed: A North Carolina college student was arrested
for using counterfeit money. What gave her away was
the signature on the bill. It was supposed to be the name
of the Secretary of the Treasury. Instead, it was signed
“Moe Money.”
Source: myfox8.com

“Thank God I am free, free, free from this world
of sin. I’ve been washed in the blood of Jesus,
I’ve been born again. Hallelujah I’m saved,
saved, saved by His wonderful grace. I’m so glad
that I found out he would bring me out and show
me the way!”

Anger: A Miami Beach thief snatched a necklace from
a tourist and took off. He was arrested when he returned
to berate the victim for her “fake” jewelry.
Source: nbcmiami.com

Until the next time, keep singing the Gospel!

Sloth: When a British woman texted a baker to make
a cake for her daughter’s 21st birthday, she requested
a “wee blond figure” on top. Thanks to autocorrect, the
figure adorning the cake was rather a “wee blind girl.”
Source: telegraph.co.uk

Children’s Day
June 5, 2016

Pride: A thief on the lam was arrested soon after
licking a copy of his Wanted poster on a Crime Stoppers
Facebook page.
Source: Great Falls Tribune (Montana)

Theme:

Envy: Envy and Ineptness. After spotting the car of their
dreams, two Houston teens pointed a gun at the owner
and made him hand over the keys. One problem—the
car had a manual transmission, and neither teen knew
how to drive a stick. The cops soon showed up and
arrested them.
Source: Associated Press
Gluttony: A burglar broke into a house in Petaluma,
California. He might have gotten away with his loot
except for the fact that he stopped to heat up some
Tater Tots. Even more bungling, when the homeowner
returned she found him snoozing on the couch.
Source: Associated Press

Scripture:
“I can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me”
(Phil. 4.13).
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Upcoming Events
Conventions:

Tennessee: July 15-17--- Cleveland, TN
Kentucky, IN, IL: July 22-24---Shepherdville, KY
North & South Carolina: July 8-10---Greenville, SC
Mississippi; South AL; LA: July 15-17---Bayou Batre Civic Center
California, Nevada: June 10-12---Rialto, CA
Virginia, WV, Ohio, PA, MD: July 8-10--- Idamay, WV

Camps:

Kentucky & Tennessee: June 20-24---Westmoreland, TN
North & South Carolina: July 24-28---Batesburg, SC
Mississippi, S. Alabama, LA: June 12-15---Jasper, AL
Virginia, WV, Ohio, PA, MD: June2 0-24---Camp Hosanna
California, Nevada: TBA

