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“Holiness Becometh Thy House,
O Lord, For Ever”
Psalm 93:5

Editorials . . .
May 10-22---School of Ministry in Cleveland
Two Spirit-filled weeks were enjoyed recently in the School of Ministry in California (April
5-17)---one week in San Jose (north), and one week in Rialto (south). The highlights of these two
schools will be featured in the next issue of the paper. The staff is now preparing for the up-coming Wade H. Phillips
two-weeks in Cleveland. The post-graduate course will again be offered in the second week---May
Presiding Bishop
17-22. The church history tour is also scheduled again this year. It will be conducted on Tuesday,
May 19th. The tour bus and caravan will depart the International Ministries Center at 9:00 a.m.

June 7---Children’s Day
Children’s Day this year is set for June 7th. This is an important event and also a golden opportunity to reach out
in the community to win new people. Many parents appreciate a church that takes an interest in children, especially
their own. The theme this year is “Train Them Up.” The Children’s director, Cheryl McDonald, has laid out several
suggestions for lessons, songs, activities, etc. on pp. 10-12 of this issue of the Voice of Zion. We trust that every pastor,
church, and mission will take advantage of this opportunity to reach new people.

March World Mission Offering
I want to commend every pastor, church, and mission worker who got involved and contributed in some way to
make the March World Mission Drive a success. The effort was victorious because so many sacrificed and labored to
make it so! Some churches excelled, and I believe almost all did as well as they could. It is always heart-warming to
know that we have labored together in a special effort to promote the Gospel of the Kingdom and to spread the message
of God’s true church to the nations---to fulfill the great commission given by our Lord to His church. See particular
church stats and totals on p. 7.

“Contradiction of Sinners”
In an effort to encourage believers to be steadfast in the faith, and to endure suffering for the Gospel‘s sake, the
inspired writer of Hebrews points us to our resurrected and victorious Christ; saying, “[lest you be wearied and faint in
your minds] consider Him who endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself’ (Hebrews 12:2-3). We therefore
boldly identify ourselves with our Lord, and accept that we will inevitably suffer with Him: for Jesus forewarned us,
saying, The disciple is not above his master . . . [and therefore] it is enough for the disciple that he be as his master
. . . If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of His household?
(Matthew 20:24-25).
This is all the more true in these last days, for the spirit of Antichrist is now manifestly at work in this present
age. According to many Muslims, Christians in the western world are part of the “Great Satan,” and Christians now
throughout the world are more despised than ever before. There is a great tide of demonic forces sweeping the world
today---a universal hatred and violent reaction against the true Christian faith. But, again, we should not be caught by
surprise: for Jesus warned us that His followers would be hated:
If the world hate you, you know it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love his
own: but because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.
Remember . . . If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you (John 15:18-20).

Continued on page 15
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“Follow peace with all men, and
holiness, without which no man shall
see the Lord”
Hebrews 12:14
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Zion Assembly Distinctions
Sanctification and Holiness
Wade H. Phillips

When John Wesley and his followers in the midthe Cross: for they intimate that God changes the nature of
1700s began to proclaim the second definite work of grace in
sin rather than the sinner, that is, they say that God cannot
the heart---sanctification---and a holiness lifestyle consistent
or will not completely deliver the believer from the power
with that experience, the movement was met with a strong
of sin; and therefore He simply removes the death sentence
and sometimes violent resistance. And as the movement
of sin against the believer---which is the same thing as
advanced and proclaimed that this “second blessing,” this
saying God changes the nature of sin rather than the nature
“second grace,” could be obtained instantaneously, the
of the believer!
carnal reaction and resistance only increased. Wesleyans
In order to justify their position they pervert the
were thereafter publicly ridiculed and scorned, called
doctrine of “imputed righteousness.” In their view they
“a pack of mad men,” and every attempt was made to
say Christ’s righteousness is vicariously applied to the
squelch the movement and exterminate the “vermin.”
unsanctified believer: so that God does not see the sin of
Since that time, resistance to the Wesleyan
the believer, but only the covering of Christ’s atonement
interpretation of sanctification and holiness has never
over him. This means, in effect, that God does not change
ceased. And it is no wonder,
“It seems that many would rather settle for a “sinning the nature and character
for Wesley’s teachings on
of the believer but rather
sanctification revealed the religion” than to benefit from and glorify the work of the the nature of sin. This
core purpose of the Cross Son of God who “takes away the sin of the world.” Indeed, is truly a preposterous
of Christ and the essential many Calvinists in their confusing interpretation of salvation notion and a “damnable
and ultimate reason that unwittingly glorify sin and diminish the power of the Cross: heresy,” but nevertheless
God sent His Son into the for they intimate that God changes the nature of sin rather it is a doctrinal system
world; namely, to restore than the sinner, that is, they say that God cannot or will not that many have adopted.
fallen man in the image of completely deliver the believer from the power of sin; and
Certainly the
Christ---in perfect love and therefore He simply removes the death sentence of sin against deceptive powers and
holiness! And this restoration the believer---which is the same thing as saying God changes subtle works of the devil
necessarily includes not
inspire such denials and
only pardon of sins and
contradictions of the
regeneration of the sinner, but the cleansing of inbred sin
sanctifying power of Christ (1 Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews
from the heart of the newborn believer, that is, it “frees”
10:10). The apostle says, the god of this world has blinded
the Christian from sin; gives one full liberty and joy in the
the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the
soul. The Wesleyan movement thus recovered Jesus’ and
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should
the apostles’ doctrine of Christian Perfection!
shine unto them . . . For God, who commanded the light
Even so, we never cease to be amazed how these
to shine out of darkness, has shined in our hearts, to give
twin teachings---entire sanctification and holiness---raise
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
such ire in those who claim to be pardoned and regenerated.
of Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 4:3-5). And again, This I say
It is indeed a mystery that many Christians want to fight
therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you henceforth walk
the very means to perfect the image of Christ in them, and
not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity if their minds . . .
to give them true liberty in the Spirit and freedom from the
That you put off concerning the former conversation the old
power of sin. It seems that many would rather settle for a
man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts . . . And
“sinning religion” than to benefit from and glorify the work
that you put on the new man, which after God is created in
of the Son of God who “takes away the sin of the world.”
righteousness and true holiness (Ephesians 4:17-24). And
Indeed, many Calvinists in their confusing interpretation of
while these passages may have regeneration in view initially,
salvation unwittingly glorify sin and diminish the power of
they obviously have ultimately sanctification in view: for
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Christ (2 Thessalonians 2:13). This “second work of grace”
follows repentance, faith, and forgiveness; and sanctification
is just as complete and instantaneous as justification and
regeneration.
Many argue their case against a definite and
instantaneous second work of grace in the heart. They
publish theological papers and denounce from their pulpits
the possibility of a perfect heart---Christian perfection; and
they convince a great many others to deny the possibility.
But, still, the secret of the Lord is with that fear Him!
Experience and faith working through love bring light
and understanding on the sanctifying power of Christ,
and quicken within the believer the burning desire to
conform perfectly to the will of God---to be made holy
and blameless in His sight! A person cannot know the
highway of holiness until he has traveled it (Isaiah 35:8).
Though the way is taught plainly in the Scriptures, still,
one can know it and enter into the Holy Place except
through faith and consecration. God has designed it that
way---for His glory! It is His secret that He shares only
with those who love and adore Him, and desire to please
Him above all others, and to serve Him above all things!
Notwithstanding our faith in the power of God to
wholly sanctify the consecrated believer, and to enable the
saint to live without willful and habitual sin, we do not teach
what some call “sinless perfection.” We freely acknowledge
that a Christian may stumble, have a momentary lapse of
consecration and commit a sin. But the sanctified believer
will immediately feel the effects of the sin, namely
condemnation, and ask for forgiveness. Further, the saint
may make many mistakes and misjudgments; inadvertently
hurt someone by an unkind word or deed; or act in some
way unlike Christ and inconsistent with the law of love.
And though these errors are not sins “properly so-called,”
according to Wesley, or “voluntary transgressions of a
known law,” still they are, when we become aware of them,
cause to ask God for forgiveness, or to ask an offended
brother or neighbor for forgiveness, as the case may be. In
this way, the power and glory of sanctification is proven,
not discounted or contradicted!
Zion Assembly is committed to teach and preach
full salvation in the Wesleyan tradition of faith, which
includes entire sanctification and a lifestyle of holiness
consistent with that testimony. It is our solemn obligation
because we love lost humanity and desire to see the souls of
men freed from the power and corruption of inbred sin, and
also enabled to live victorious over temptation. But we hold
this standard also because God’s church is the pillar and
ground of the truth, and Zion Assembly has obligated itself
to teach and practice without compromise this high standard
of holiness living! Holiness becomes Your house, O Lord
(Psalm 93:5). But upon Mount Zion shall be deliverance . .
. and holiness (Obadiah 17).

what else could the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ signify, or the apostle’s plain
and explicit command to put off the former conversation
the old man (compare Romans 6:3-11; 1 Peter 4:1-4).
Still, notwithstanding, since man is a free moral
agent, the ultimate responsibility must lie with the individual
Christian, not the devil. The man himself, not the devil,
chooses to resist the full work of the Cross in his heart,
and reclines himself to live with the “old man”---with the
depravity and corruption inherited from Adam! Observe;
the apostle says that the corrupt nature itself is full of
deceitful lusts. And the prophet says, The heart is deceivable
above all things, and desperately wicked, who can know it?
(Jeremiah 17:9). This is why the believer must go beyond
the veil---beyond pardon and regeneration---into the Holy of
Holies (Hebrews 9:8-14; 10:9-14; 13:10-13); into the more
intimate and hallowed presence of God: for God has called
us to purity of heart and life. Blessed are the pure in heart
(Matthew 5:8). The soul that sins it shall die (Ezekiel 18:4;
see also for incontrovertible proof of Wesleyan holiness:
Romans 6:1-7, 11-23; 7:13; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Ephesians
2:1; 4:24; 5:3-11; Colossians 2:10-12; 3:1-6; 1 Thessalonians
4:7; Titus 2:3; Hebrews 12:10, 14; James 1:15; et al).
See here; holiness is not common to all, but it is
possible for all! The secret of the Lord is with them that fear
Him; and He will show them His covenant (Psalm 25:14);
and again, He shall hide me in . . . the secret of His tabernacle
(27:5), and again, He that dwells in the secret place of the
most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty
(Psalm 91:1). Perfect liberty and perfect holiness come
only to them who are willing to fully consecrate themselves
to the Lord; those willing to give up all in order to gain
all! If the Lord would not allow a priest with an unclean
habit to enter the Holy of Holies under the terms of the Old
Covenant, surely He will not allow a carnal believer now to
enter the Hallowed Place in God since it has been sanctified
by the blood of Christ! Be not deceived, brethren: a man
may be gifted, educated, admired for many reasons, and
hold a high office in a church or religious organization; but
these things do not qualify one to come within the sacred
veil, into the secret place of the Most High. Do not mistake
religion for holiness; nor think that God is pleased for a
believer to remain in an unsanctified state of grace---to take
up housekeeping with the “old man.” No, a thousands times
no! For this is the will of God, even your sanctification (1
Thessalonians 4:3). God wants us to be perfectly pure in
Christ Jesus! Thus, Cast out with the bondwoman and her
son! (Galatians 4:30). Be holy for I am holy!
Sanctification---the crucifixion of the old man, the
removal of inner depravity---is the aim of the Cross, the
purpose of Jesus’ death. For . . . God has from the beginning
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of the truth: whereunto He called you by our
Gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus
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profiles of bible men and women
Naomi: A Woman of Persistent Faith
Cheryl McDonald
Children’s Ministries Director
After the death of her husband and two sons, Naomi
demonstrated her persistent faith by leading her daughterin-law to trust in God. Once she endured this unfortunate
sequence of events, Naomi decided to leave her bleak
situation in Moab and return home to Bethlehem for she
had received word that “the Lord had visited his people
in giving them bread” (1:6). Good news had arrived just
in time for the three widows who were now vulnerable
without male protection and companionship. The famine
was finally over, and the Lord had again delivered His
people by providing them physical nourishment. The word
“Bethlehem” actually means “house of bread” so it is only
fitting that Naomi would return there for food. She longed
to be back in her homeland where the people worshipped
a God who responded to the cries of His people. As the
women prepared to leave Moab, Naomi realized that her
daughters-in-law would be better off if they would return to
the home of their mothers. She was unable to provide for
them, and she was too old to birth more sons to whom they
could marry. Naomi explained to the women how bitter
the entire situation was for her. At that moment, she felt
as if the Lord’s hand was against her (1:13). After much
persuasion and tears, Orpah decided to remain in Moab.
The other daughter-in-law, named Ruth, would not hear of
it. Instead, she was determined to accompany Naomi, and
she boldly declared, “for whither thou goest, I will go; and
where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my
people, and thy God my God” (1:16). Surely, there was
some assurance in Naomi’s voice that encouraged Ruth.
For she felt a camaraderie with her mother-in-law that there
was hope in Bethlehem.
Finally, upon returning to the land of Judah,
Naomi received restoration from her loss. Naomi had been
away from home for ten long, painful years. During this
time something had changed in Naomi. As she arrived,
the entire town was disturbed and asked if this could
possibly be the same Naomi. Perhaps she had aged with
a few wrinkles and gray hairs, or maybe something was
different in her demeanor. She had left her homeland
with a husband, two sons, and the expectation of a better

Naomi is an often overlooked Bible character.
Her life’s story is contained in an Old Testament book of
only four chapters. In fact, this small book does not bear
the name of Naomi but that of her daughter-in-law, Ruth.
Importance is generally placed on Ruth due to her position
in the Davidic family tree. Upon taking a closer look at this
Bible passage, it was Naomi who played a significant role
by displaying courage and devotion to her family and her
God. She was a woman of unusual strength who overcame
tragedy in order to lead her daughter-in-law to faith in God
and receive personal healing and restoration.
Naomi experienced a lifetime of loss in a few brief
years. Without any details of her birth or childhood, the
narrative jumps right into the story of her adult life. Naomi’s
life is nestled between the era of Israel’s great conquests
in Canaan and the early rule of the monarchy. She lived
during the period of the Judges which was one of the
darkest times in Israel’s history. After the death of Joshua,
Israel was without strong, Godly leadership so the nation
as a whole fell into a cycle of disobedience, rebellion, and
idolatry. As recorded in Judges 21:25, “In those days there
was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in
his own eyes.” Over and over again, Israel was attacked by
enemy nations. Each time, the Israelites cried out to God
for deliverance. God would raise up a leader to deliver the
people and bring an degree of peace and revival. During
this unstable time, Naomi’s hometown of Bethlehem was
struck by famine. Her husband, Elimelech, took control of
the adverse situation and relocated his family to Moab for
survival. Although Moab had food, it was an idolatrous
land. Soon after moving to Moab, Elimelech died. There
is no explanation as to why her husband died. But the result
was that Naomi was now left with her two sons in a foreign
land (Ruth 1:3). Most women would have returned home
for reprieve but Naomi’s persistence and courage caused her
to remain in her current location. She had an ardent faith
in God which carried her in the face of adversity. Both of
her sons, Mahlon and Chilion, found a wife while living in
Moab. The family continued to reside in Moab for the next
ten years. Then tragedy struck again. Naomi’s two sons
died and she was left helpless with her two daughters-in-law.

Continued on page 15
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March World Missions Results
We are told in a prophecy concerning the last days’ church, “but the people that do know
their God shall be strong and do exploits” (Daniel 11:32). The desire to see the world reached
with the message of Christ and His church is burning in the hearts of the ministers and
members in Zion Assembly---and this passion for missions is being translated into fruitful
works. Our faithful pastors and wonderful people have excelled again in the March World
Mission Drive. “Now he who plants and he who waters are one . . . For we are laborers
together with God: you are God’s husbandry you are God’s building.”

Church
Cleveland, TN
Columbus, MS
Chestnut Hill, TN
Van Nuys, CA
West Mobile, AL
Greenville, SC
Wilmington, NC
Rialto, CA
Anaheim, CA
Hesperia, CA
Roanoke, VA
Goshen, IN
Bayou La Batre, AL
High Grove,CA
Idamay, WV
Okolona, MS
Ware Shoals, SC
Lompoc, CA
Oil City, PA
Taylors, SC
Scottsville, KY

Church

Amount

Pelzer, SC
Colton, CA
Browder, KY
Kosciusko, MS
Fort Olgethorpe, GA
Dawes, WV
San Jose, CA
Pulaski, TN
Salisbury, MD
Salton City, CA
Smithfield, WV
Dallas, OR
Jacksboro, TN
Fort Morgan, CO
Madera, CA
Fresno, CA
Fairmont, WV
Karns City, PA
Mesquite, TX
Fries, VA

15,335.00
9,108.60
6,626.93
6,000.00
4,230.00
4,000.00
3,424.00
3,043.00
2,800.00
2,378.44
2,350.00
2,005.00
1,694.25
1,655.00
1,587.00
1,400.00
1,196.58
800.00
785.00
746.99
738.86

Total:
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Amount
692.09
600.00
528.50
520.00
500.00
356.60
350.00
300.00
300.00
300.00
240.00
218.30
200.00
157.00
137.30
121.00
110.00
76.64
30.00
18.00
$ 77,660.08

Retreat H
Ladies Retreats
Snow, ice and frigid temperatures could not keep
us away! The 6th Annual Western Ladies Retreat
was held in Pigeon Forge, February 28-March 1. In
attendance were 78 beautiful (hermosa)
(
women of
God. Our schedule included a class held by retreat
director, Rosie Ramirez, on ‘True Fasting.’ She
stressed its necessity for our Christian walk. A craft
class conducted by Alice Jones and helpers. This
session was to help us ‘get crafty for missions’.
Devotion on Psalm 91 was given by Marie Llaneza
of Wilmington, NC. She encouraged us to get
so close to God, to stand even in the shadow of
our Lord. Sermons were delivered by Evangelist
Barbara Hargraves. She shared her personal
testimony, and that God has a plan, purpose, place,
and time for each of us (Ecclesiastes 3:11) For
the blessings in abundance throughout that special
weekend, we give God all praise and honor.
Hettie Dodson, reporter

The Western Ladies retreat was held
in Ontario, California on February 6-10. There
were 97 beautiful women in attendance. The
theme was, “He has made everything beautiful
in His time” (Ecclesiastes 3:11). Church minister,
Fatima Valadez, of Salten Sea preached Friday
night. Saturday morning Sister Rosie taught
a class on “women and fasting,” emphasizing
how important our daily walk with the Lord is.
Region overseer, Bishop Miguel Garcia, gave
us words of encouragement. After a wonderful
lunch our regional directors were given time to
announce upcoming activities. We heard from
the School of Ministry director, Norie Garavito;
Women’s Ministry director, Maria Avila; Voice of
Zion booster, Glenda Major; and Sunday School
director, Priscilla Pompa. Saturday evening
worship service was led by Sister Norie and Sister Lupe Jaramillo. This was followed by message by Neomy Argueta,
Church minister of Saticoy. Sunday morning worship was led by Sandy Garcia and Neomi. “In his time he has made
everything beautiful” was led by Priscilla Pompa; and Barbara Rivera presented the Word of God. There were 27 beautiful
women who attended for the first time; 3 received sanctification; 3 baptized with the Holy Ghost speaking in tongues; and
8 that received divine healings. We give God all the honor and glory for what He did in this retreat. He was surely in His
sanctuary!
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Rosie Rameriz, reporter

Highlights
Couples Retreat
“Love For A Lifetime”
Couples Retreat for the Mideast Region was held April 17-19, 2015 in Sevierville, TN. The theme for the retreat
was, “Love for a Lifetime.” Total attendance was 28 with representation from Virginia, West Virginia, South Carolina
and Alabama. Friday night service was opened with a skit and worship service led by Dave and Deanna Sanner. This was
followed by a message from retreat director, Dewey Gibson. After service, we had a great time of fellowship and fun under
the direction of Gloria Harris. Saturday morning, devotion and worship was led by J.J. and Ashley Davis, and a class on
marriage vows was given by Julia Massey. Recognition gifts were given to L.W. and Wilma Carter for being married the
longest (52 years); our “newlyweds” were Bill and Susan Jones married 6 years; and the couple with the most children were
Michael and Cindy George. Brother Massey then delivered a timely message on marriage. Saturday evening was free time
to spend with spouses. Sunday morning: worship was led by the Davis’s and Brother Massey delivered another outstanding
message. We were blessed to have our Regional Overseer, Tom Brown and US Missions and New Field director, L.W. Carter
to address the couples. We all left the retreat with a desire to see our marriages last for a lifetime.
Dewey and Paula Gibson, directors
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Holiness Classics for Sale!
We are committed in Zion Assembly to restore and publish the holiness way of life. In this regard, we
identify more or less with the Wesleyan tradition of faith and practice. The books offered here and many others
are used in our School of Ministry as supplementary texts. Most were written in the late nineteenth- and early
twentieth century by leaders in the Holiness Movement, and were promoted by our forefathers in the Church of
God in the early twentieth century. It would be good for our ministers and teachers to stock their personal libraries
with these holiness classics, and use them to enhance their preaching and teaching.

3.95

6.50

7.95

6.95
10

7.95

9.95

(two vols.---16.95)

9.95

7.95

6.95

6.95

15.95

9.95

6.95

9.95
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Children’s Day Ideas - June 7, 2015
Theme: “Train Them Up!”
Scripture: “Train up a child in the way he should go and
when he is old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6).
Lessons:
“Gospel Train” (Luke 10:25-37)
“On the Right Track” (Psalm 119:105)

Tickets Please: Cut paper into strips to create train
tickets. On each ticket, print a name for your railroad such
as “Heavenly Railways.” Number each ticket; then list the
date and time of departure. Stamp each ticket with a
rubber stamp and ink pad. Provide a decorated box where
the tickets can be collected.

Songs:
Get On Board, Little Children
I Am a C-H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N
I Feel Like Traveling On
This Train Is Bound for Glory
Train Up a Child (Tune: “We’re on our Way to Grandpa’s
Farm”)
Train up a child, train up a child,
In the way that he should go
Train up a child, train up a child,
The Bible tells us so.
And when he is old, he’ll not depart from it.
And when he is old, he’ll not depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6 (Choo - Choo!)
Proverbs 22:6 (Choo - Choo!)

Train Frame: To create a Children’s Day keepsake, glue
foam or wood pieces together to create a rectangle shaped
picture frame. Add black pompom wheels, a foam square
cab, and cotton balls of smoke. For a simplified version,
purchase small plastic frames from a dollar store and
decorate with train stickers.
Train Ride: Arrange chairs in two rows like the seats on a
train. Write numbers on note cards and tape one card to
the back of each chair. As the children enter the
classroom, give them a numbered ticket to match a seat.
Take a pretend train ride. Discuss the sounds that the
wheels make on the tracks and the sights you might see as
you head toward your destination. Sing songs about a train
ride such as: “This Train Is Bound for Glory” or “Get on
Board Little Children.”

Activities/Crafts:
Candy Train: Assemble a variety of candies to create a
train engine such as: a roll of Life Savers for the body,
wrapped peppermints as wheels, a square caramel for the
cab, and a chocolate Hershey’s kiss as the smoke stack. An
adult should use hot glue to connect the pieces. For
instructions, go to www.jelleyjar.com/recipes/candy-train.html.

Whistle While You Work: Group children in pairs.
Give each pair a coloring sheet and crayons. Allow the
children to begin coloring a picture together. Tell them to
listen for the train whistle. When the whistle sounds, they
must stop the activity and find a new neighbor to help.
Sound the whistle to resume the activity. Repeat several
times. At the end of the activity, allow the children to
display their final picture.

Cardboard Train: Gather several cardboard boxes
which are large enough to fit around a child’s waist.
Remove the flaps from the top and bottom of the box. Cut
small openings on opposite sides of each box to create
handles. Paint the boxes. When the paint is dry, glue on
black paper circles as wheels. Decorate one box with a
smoke stack and cow-catcher to resemble an engine.
Allow the children to walk in a line holding the boxes at
waist level.

Internet Helps:

www.daniellesplace.com/html/hat-crafts.html (hat pattern)
www.orientaltrading.com (costumes, crafts, and decorations)
www.puppetresources.com (puppet scripts)

Conductor Contest: Ask each child to participate in a
contest to determine who would be the train conductor.
Each child can give his best whistle and then shout “All
Aboard.” Give a prize or ribbon to the loudest, funniest,
quietest, sweetest, etc.

Costumes:
Dress children as train engineers. Wear engineer hats,
bandanas, and overalls. An older child or teacher may
dress as the conductor with a vest, hat, pocket watch,
lantern, and whistle.

Gospel Train:
A few weeks before Children’s Day,
assign the children a new Bible verse to memorize each
week such as: Ps. 119:105; Pro. 22:6; Luke 10:27; Jn.14:6;
etc. Cut colored paper into the shapes of train cars. On
each shape, write the Scripture reference which was
memorized along with the child’s name.
Tape the
cut-outs to the walls of the classroom to form a long train.
During the Children’s Day service, allow the children to
quote the verses.

Decorations:
Create railroad tracks by adhering strips of duct tape on
poster board. Make several poster board tracks. Lay
poster boards end-to-end down the hallway. Every
railroad crossing needs a signal. Cut and glue a poster into
a large X and print the words “Railroad Crossing” on it.
Attach red paper circles underneath to complete the signal.
Paint a large refrigerator box to resemble a train. Cut-out a
window in the cab of the cardboard train. Take a photo of
each child standing behind the opening as a keepsake for
the special event.

Memory Verse Match-Up: Print the memory verse on
small boxes, wooden blocks, or empty milk cartons to
represent train cars. Ask the children to place them in
order.
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Lesson: Gospel Train
Text: Luke 10:25-37
Key Verse: “And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself” (Luke 10:27).
Activity #1: My Train Is Loaded with Love
In today’s story, we will learn that we must link our love for God with our love and service to others. Play
this fun game to get started. Sit in a circle. The first student says, “I’m taking a trip and my train is loaded
with ________!” The student must fill in the blank with a word that begins with the first letter of his name.
For example, if the student’s name is Luke, he might say, “I’m taking a trip and my train is loaded with
love!” The next child in the circle will repeat what the first student says and then add a word which begins
with the first letter of her name. Continue around the circle. The last student should be able to tell what
each person’s train is loaded with and finally add his/her own cargo to the list.
Bible Story: Luke 10: 25-37
One day, an expert of the law of God wanted to put Jesus to a test. The man stood up and said, “Teacher,
what must I do to receive eternal life?” Jesus answered, “What is written in the Law? How do you read
it?” The expert replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus told him, “You have
answered correctly. Do this and you will live.” In order to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “Who is my
neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. On his journey, he was
attacked by bandits who stripped him of his clothes. They left him to die. A priest just happened to be
traveling on that same road. When the priest saw the wounded man, he passed by to the other side of the
road. Later, a Levite who served at the Temple came along. After the Levite considered the situation, he
too passed to the other side of the road. At last, a Samaritan man arrived on the scene. The Samaritan was
moved with compassion. The Samaritan bandaged the man’s wounds. Then he put him on his own
donkey and took him to an inn. The Samaritan paid the innkeeper to allow the injured man to stay until he
recovered. Finally, he assured the innkeeper if there was anything else the man needed he would pay for it
when he returned. Then Jesus added, “Which one of the three men was a neighbor to the man who was
beaten by the robbers?” The expert of the law replied, “The one who showed mercy to the man.” Finally,
Jesus said, “Go and do likewise.”
Activity #2: Role Play
(Supplies: robes, towels, sandals, bandages or strips of cloth, coins)
Allow the children to act out the Bible story using props which have been provided.
Discussion Wrap-Up:
What questions did the expert of the law ask Jesus?
How did Jesus answer him?
In the story, what did the priest and Levite do?
How does the story of the Good Samaritan apply to us today?
Prayer Time: Lead the children in a time of prayer. Be attentive to the needs of each child.
Activity #3: The Gospel in One Word is Love
Divide the children into two groups. The first group begins to sing the song, “Gospel in One Word is
Love.” After they sing the first stanza, the second group will begin the song to create a round.
Love, love, love, love.
The Gospel in one word is love.
Love your neighbor as your brother.
Love, love, love.
[For a demonstration, go to Angels-Gospel in 1 word is love-YouTube]
Closing Activity: Train Them to Love
(Supplies: Paper, train-shaped paper cutouts, glue, crayons, and heart stickers)
Allow children to glue the train-shaped cutouts on a piece of paper. Have them to decorate the train with
crayons and heart stickers.
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Lesson: On the Right Track
Text: John 9:1-41
Key Verse: “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).
Activity #1: A Light on Our Path
(Supplies: A variety of light sources, a Bible)
Display a variety of light sources such as: a flashlight, candle, lamp, book light, or lantern. Hold each item
up and ask the children, “What is this and how is it used?” Allow the children to explain how each object
produces light. Now, hold up a Bible. Read the key verse aloud. The Bible is compared to a light which
illuminates our path. When a train is traveling down the track, the crew depends on various signals which
inform them of how to proceed. Each signal provides special information. A red light might warn the
driver of danger to prevent a collision. A green light might signal to the crew that the track is clear and
ready for passage. Just as signals give trains permission to travel safely on the track, God’s Word displays
the path we must follow to reach Heaven.
Bible Story: John 9:1-41
One day, Jesus walked by a man who was blind. The man had been blind since birth. Jesus’ disciples
asked, “Why was this man born blind? Was he born blind because of his sins or of his parents’ sins?”
Jesus answered, “Neither one, he was born blind so that the power of God could be displayed in his life.”
Jesus told the disciples, “We must work quickly to accomplish the tasks which God has set for us. Night
will come and no one can work. While I am here on the earth, I am the Light of the World.” After this
discussion, Jesus spit on the ground and made mud. He smeared the mud on the blind man’s eyes. Jesus
told him, “Go wash in the pool of Siloam.” The man did exactly what Jesus told him to do. Then the man
went home seeing. The neighbors who knew the blind man could not believe what had happened. A
group of religious men, who were referred to as Pharisees, questioned the blind man about who had given
him sight. He answered the group of men by saying, “A man named Jesus put clay on my eyes, I washed,
and now I can see.” The Pharisees asked, “Who is he?” The man answered, “He is a prophet.” He went
on to tell them, “One thing I know, I was blind but now I can see.” The Pharisees became so angry with
him that they threw him out of the synagogue. Jesus heard what had happened. He found the man and
asked him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” The man asked, “Who is he, sir? I want to believe in
him.” Jesus answered, “You have seen him and he is speaking to you!” The man responded, “Yes, Lord,
I believe!” The man began to worship Jesus.
Activity #2: Follow the Light
First, turn off the lights in the room. Next, ask a student to walk from one side of the room to the other.
Now, turn on a flashlight. Allow the student to complete the task again while using the flashlight. Jesus
said, “I am the Light of the World” (John 9:5). As sinners, we walk in spiritual blindness. When we
believe on Jesus and ask Him to be our Savior, it is as if a light is turned on so we can clearly see and
understand God’s Word.
Discussion Wrap-Up:
How did it feel to be in the dark?
How did the flashlight help you?
What was the physical problem of the man in the Bible story?
What helped the man to believe in Jesus?
Prayer Time: Lead the children in a time of prayer. Be attentive to the needs of each child.
Closing Activity: Stay on Track
(Supplies: Poster, markers, colored paper, scissors, tape or glue)
On the poster, begin on one end and draw train tracks which reach to the other end. At the end of the track,
write the word, “Heaven.” Cut out several basic train shapes from the colored paper. Ask the children,
“What can we do to help us stay on track with Jesus?” (Read the Bible; go to church; pray; etc.) Write
each response on a train shape and tape it on the track. Now ask the children, “What things cause us to
derail and get off the right track?” (Lying, cheating, peer pressure, negative influences, etc.) Write the
answers on a train shape and tape it somewhere on the poster away from the track. Throughout our lives,
we may go through dark tunnels, steep hills, or rocky terrain, but as long as we follow Jesus and live
according to His Word, we will make it to Heaven someday.
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Naomi: “A Woman of Persistant Faith”

Editorials...

life where there was plenty of food to survive. Now she
returned to Bethlehem empty and bitter. As the townsfolk
questioned her, she responded, “Call me not Naomi, call
me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with
me” (1:20). The name “Naomi” means “pleasant” so she
asked her extended family and friends to call her by the
name “Mara” which means “bitter.” Every time they would
speak her name, she would be reminded of her heartache
and bitterness. But the Lord had pleasant things in store
for Naomi. Through an appointed turn of events, Naomi’s
daughter-in-law began to glean in the fields of a land owner
named Boaz. Naomi realized that Boaz was a near relative
of her husband, Elimelech. As the story unfolds, Naomi
gave Ruth practical advice on how she should approach
Boaz in order that he might fulfill his role in redeeming
the property of Elimelech. Since Boaz was a man of good
standing in the town, he followed the necessary protocol
for acquiring the land, as well as, taking Ruth as his wife.
All of the folks in town gave their blessings upon the
marriage of Boaz and Ruth by saying, “The Lord make
the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and
like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel” (4:11).
The Lord did exactly that. He blessed the home of Boaz
and Ruth with a son. As Naomi held the tiny babe in her
arms, she must have reflected on how God was at work in
her life every step of the way. Surely it was a beautiful
occasion as those who had been appalled at Naomi’s return
now gathered to welcome the new little one. Now all the
women of Bethlehem-Judah acknowledged God’s blessings
on Naomi. They said, “Blessed be the Lord, which hath not
left thee this day without a kinsman, that his name may be
famous in Israel. And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy
life, and a nourisher of thine old age” (4:14-15). Naomi
had a daughter-in-law that was better than seven sons, and
she had given birth to a son who would carry on the family
legacy. The culmination of these events provided Naomi
with complete healing from her bitterness and loss.
At some point in time, Naomi must have asked
the question, “Why Me?” It is difficult for one’s human
nature to comprehend God’s ultimate plan. Given the
choice, Naomi would have never selected this difficult path
for her life. But her persistent faith in God through all
of life’s heartaches led her back to Bethlehem where she
received the reward for every hardship she had endured.
What a pleasure it must have been to hear her neighbors as
they said, “There is a son born to Naomi” (4:17). God had
removed every ounce of bitterness and made her life more
pleasant than she had ever known. Each time Naomi held
the child against her chest, she was reminded that her God
was the true restorer of life.

Conscientious Christians---particularly sober-minded
and biblically-based Christians---are nowadays having to
endure also the contradiction of other “Christians,” most
of whom are manifestly apostate: for they deny and live
contradictory to the most fundamental teachings of the
Holy Scriptures. Jude’s prophecy is being reenacted in
our day: namely, that certain men . . . who were of old
ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the
grace of God into lasciviousness, and denying the only
Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ . . . giving themselves
over to fornication [like the men and women in Sodom and
Gomorrha], and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire (Jude 4-7).
We might well expect that in these last days men
will also once again “creep into” the church “unawares,”
bringing with them “damnable heresies,” seeking to corrupt
God’s people with lascivious teachings and practices
(Galatians 2:4; Jude 4). We should therefore prepare and
arm ourselves. Be ready to resist the devil! Put on the
whole armor of God! Do not be alarmed or surprised. Stand
fast! Remain established and firm in the Gospel faith. Be
unmovable!

Continued from page 6
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Julie Steele
The Journal of the Massachusetts Bar recorded
this exchange between an anonymous attorney
and a pathologist in a recent murder trial:
“Doctor, before you performed the autopsy, did
you check for a pulse?” “No.” “Did you check for
breathing?” “No.”
“So then, is it possible that the patient was
alive when you began the autopsy?” “No.” “How
can you be so sure?”
“Because his brain was sitting on my desk in
a jar.”
“Is it possible the patient could be alive,
nevertheless?”
“I suppose it is possible that he could be
alive,” said the pathologist, “and even practicing
law somewhere.”
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Tennessee/Georgia Convention---July 17-19, 2015
Mid-East Convention---June 26-28, 2015
South-Central Convention---July 24-26, 2015
Mid-Central Convention---July 17-19, 2015
South-West Convention---TBA
South-Atlantic Convention---July 24-26, 2015
North-West Convention---June 20, 2015
Pacific Coast Convention---June 5-7, 2015
2015 General Assembly---September 8-13, 2015
Cleveland, Tennessee
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