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Editorials . . .
  Blessed and Glorious Promises!

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ: According as he has chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love: having predestinated us . . . according to the good pleasure of his will, to 
the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he has made us accepted in the beloved. In whom we have redemption 
through his blood the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace: Wherein he has abounded toward us 
in all wisdom and prudence: Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 
which he has purposed in himself. That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one 
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth: even in him (Ephesians 1:3-10). 

            What great comfort we receive from the inspired Word of God! In this passage we are assured by the apostle 
that God has eternally “chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world,” and that we will be made “holy and 
blameless in His sight.” For He delights to make us perfect “in love” according to His “good pleasure,” and our perfection 
will be to the “praise of His glorious grace.” Further, He delights to “abound toward us” [to “lavish on us”] His gifts 
and blessings according to the “riches of His grace.” These blessings include bestowing upon us “all wisdom and 
understanding,” that is, spiritual insight into our everlasting redemption and the “great mystery” of His church (5:29-32).   
         Now we are told that all of these glorious blessings---including the gathering together of God’s people in one body of 
Christ---will be fulfilled “in the dispensation of the fullness of times” (1:10; 2:11-19; 3:6; 4:11-16). Let us therefore remain 
steadfast, and await expectantly in faith for the glorious fulfillment of His precious promises!    

             
Gearing Up for the March World Mission Drive

            We are confident that all of our pastors and faithful workers are preparing to organize and work for the up-coming 
March World Mission Drive (see AD on p.14). We have received encouraging reports in fact that several have already 
begun. You have always been so faithful and diligent to do your best, and I’m sure that you will stir yourselves to do your 
best again in this important drive. I believe all of our ministers and faithful workers know how important these drives are. 
May the Lord bless your labors and charitable giving in this noble endeavor, and reward you “according to your works.” 

 Disciplining the Unruly and Contentious   

        We regret to announce that one of our former overseers, Joshua O. Amara, has had to be excluded from the church. 
We had notified our overseers and pastors in October that his license had been suspended, and that he had been put on 
probation, and also gave the reasons for this action.  But, sadly, Brother Amara has reacted negatively to all counsel by 
the church and those over him in the Lord, and has proceeded to try to stir up trouble in the church. It has been necessary 
therefore to revoke his license and exclude him, effective February 5, 2015. The decision was based on the counsel 
and instructions in Matthew 18:15-20; Luke 17:3; John 20:23; Romans 2:8-9; 16:17; 1 Corinthians 5:4-8, 11-12; 11:16; 
Galatians 5:20; 2 Timothy 4:2; Hebrews 13:7, 17; et al.
         We have received word (and evidence) that Brother Amara has been contacting some of our ministers and members 
in an attempt to cause further trouble---making false accusations and twisting the facts in an effort to defend himself and 
to explain away his wrongs. It is also obvious now that he’s playing on our people’s sympathies for financial gain. This is 
why we feel it necessary here to follow Paul’s instructions to mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the 
doctrine which you have learned; and avoid them (Romans 16:17). Again, we encourage you to avoid Brother Amara and 
by no means sympathize with his contentious spirit and wrong-doing: for it will negatively affect and harm you spiritually. 
Give no place to the devil! 
           If Brother Amara will humble himself and repent and acknowledge his wrongs, we will of course graciously receive 
him back into fellowship: but only on that basis. Let us pray together toward this good end.

           
Benneja Holibruce Gone to be with the Lord

             We regret having to report the passing of Pastor Benneja Holibruce, one of our loyal ministers in Haiti. He was killed 
tragically in an accident in January. Brother Holibruce was a prominent minister and a valuable assistant to Overseer Hostelus.  
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“Say not ye, There are yet four months, 
and then cometh harvest? behold, I say 
unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields; for they are white already to harvest”

                                                          John 4:35
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          In Matthew 24:41, Jesus said, “Two women shall 
be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the 
other left.” This passage is made clear in the context of the 
entire chapter: it points to the end of the age; the coming 
of the Lord; the salvation of the saints; and the judgment 
of the ungodly. It has a primary reference to the Rapture 
and particularly to individuals who are prepared to meet the 
Lord, and to others who are not. But Jesus may be alluding 
also in this passage to the existence in the last days of two 
world-wide religious systems—or two church systems---
one of which will be accepted by the Lord 
and “taken,” while the other is rejected and 
“left” behind. This interpretation seems to 
be supported by the vision that Jesus gave 
to the apostle John a little while later, while 
he was exiled on the Isle of Patmos. In this 
vision, Jesus revealed to John that the world 
in the last days would be marked by two 
great religious systems—namely, the bride 
of Christ and a great religious prostitute 
named, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH 
(cf. Revelation 17:5; see also chapters 12-
22). The name of the bride of Christ is “Zion” 
or “New Jerusalem”(cf. Psalm 48:1-4, 12-14; 
76:1-3; 84:7; 87:3; Isaiah 28:16; 60:14; Jeremiah 50:5; 
Romans 9:33; 11:26; Hebrews 12;22-23; Revelation 3:12; 
21:2, 9-12). Both women are a mystery; both are mothers; 
both are dressed in “fine linen.” However, one (the bride) is 
purified by the grace and truth of the Gospel, and “caught 
up” [raptured] in the power and glory of the Spirit; while 
the other (the great prostitute) is destroyed finally because 
of her fornication, greed, and sorcery.    
 It is further revealed that these two religious 
systems---Zion and Babylon the Great---will compete for 
the very souls of men (Revelation 18:23). Babylon is a great 
deceiver—the oracle of that old dragon, Satan; while Zion 
is the faithful companion of Christ—the oracle of the Lord 
(Isaiah 2:4). One is the instrument to save souls; the other 
the instrument to deceive and destroy souls. Babylon uses 
sorceries, enchantments, and satanic deception to seduce men 

to evil; while Zion points men to Christ through the power of 
His Word and Spirit. Both women are “grinding at the mill” 
(cf.  Revelation 18:22,23; Jeremiah 25:10; Isaiah 47:2); one 
is commissioned by Christ, the other by the devil; both are 
working to fulfill their purpose: one justified and cleansed, 
and “caught up” into “heavenly places in Christ Jesus”; the 
other is an unrepentant harlot who continues to descend 
downward, ever deeper into immorality and demonic 
deception. Thus, in regard to the fall of Babylon, the angel 
repeats the word, “fallen,” saying, “Babylon the great is 

fallen, is fallen” (Revelation 18:2)---a fitting 
description of the “falling away” of professing 
Christianity in the last days. Ultimately, this 
woman will be destroyed and burned to the 
ground, and men will behold her smoke 
ascending (18:8-21). The Bride of Christ, 
on the other hand, will emerge from the 
“wilderness” (Revelation 12:6; 17:3; Song of 
Solomon 8:5) with joy and victory: for the 
“gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  
 This beautiful Zion of the Lord, the chosen 
bride of Christ, appears in the midst of 
John’s vision dressed in “fine linen,” which 
represents the “righteousness of the saints” 
(19:7-9).  Her outward attire is “clean and 

white,” giving witness to her inward grace 
and beauty. The psalmist, centuries earlier, saw this same 
inward glory in the church, and exulted, “king’s daughters 
were among the honorable women: upon thy right hand did 
stand the queen in gold of Ophir” (Psalm 45:9). This “gold” 
symbolizes the purity and inner beauty of the church, which 
is depicted here as a “queen.” The inspired writer went on 
to say, “she is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought 
gold” (or “inwrought with gold” as the original word 
signifies); that is, her inner virtues condition her outward 
appearance (Isaiah 61:10), all to the honor and glory of her 
King and Husband. And thus, “So shall thy king greatly 
desire thy beauty: for he is thy Lord . . . worship thou him” 
(Psalm 45:11); that is, Christ governs and loves the church 
into her beauty---the “beauty of holiness” (1 Chronicles 
16:29; Psalm 93:5; Obadiah 17; Ephesians 4: 24; 5:27).  
 The great harlot also is “clothed in fine linen” 

The Great Harlot and the Faithful Bride
 Wade H. Phillips

Note: This message was preached in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee just two days before the church was 
restored and reorganized under a new administration on April 20, 2004. It has been edited to fit this 
edition of the Voice of Zion. 
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(Revelation 18:16), but her attire is gaudy and worldly—
“purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and pearls”—
which serves to flatter her pride, and to inflame her rebellious 
nature. She is “decked out” to seduce and attract naive and 
unsuspecting souls (including professing Christians) into 
her web of delusion. Her outward appearance bespeaks her 
rage and corruption within; she desires wealth and temporal 
power, and “says in her heart, I sit a queen”(Revelation 
18:7). She even succeeds for a moment to control the beast 
(17:3). Unlike the faithful bride, this harlot “has glorified 
herself and lived deliciously” (18:7); and unlike the bride, 
who by virtue of her divine calling is chosen to stand on the 
“right hand” of Christ and to share in God’s throne (Psalm 
45:6-9; Revelation 20:6), this harlot usurps power to glorify 
herself.

The Spirit of Jezebel

 It is difficult to avoid comparison of this woman 
with Jezebel in the Old Testament, who loved power and 
would do anything to have it. The Zidonian princess, the 
daughter of Ethbaal, was an idol-worshiper and connived 
her way into the headship of the church by marrying King 
Ahab (1 Kings 16:31-33). She quickly became the power 
behind the throne, and succeeded to corrupt the worship 
and practices of God’s people. She would tolerate no 
resistance to her wicked schemes, and had the prophets of 
God killed if they withstood her. She was a false witness 
and a murderer. Her defiance against the holiness and truths 
of Jehovah colored her outward appearance and behavior; 
thus “she painted her face, and tired her head, and looked 
out a window” (2 Kings 9:30). It is no wonder that the 
apostasy of the New Testament church is marked by the 
lewdness and seductive powers of a woman named Jezebel 
(Revelation 2:20-23).   

A Vision of the Church

 It may be observed that this prophetic vision is 
disclosed to John with increasing illumination. First, in order 
to see the present struggle between this Babylonian harlot 
and the bride of Christ, John is “carried away in the spirit 
into the wilderness” (Revelation 17:3). Here, in this spiritual 
“wilderness,” the battle is raging. There will come a 
millennium of peace and rest (20:4-7), but, for the time 
being, the church is at war, and thus arrayed “as an army 
with banners”(19:14; Song of Solomon 6:4, 10). Later, 
John is “carried away in the spirit to a great and high 
mountain” (21:9, 10), and there, in that high and lofty 
place, he is able to look over into the glory of heaven to 
see the perfected bride “adorned for her husband” (21:2). 
The apostle is enabled also to behold her eternal dwelling 
place: “that great city, the holy Jerusalem” (21:10). 
 The angel said to John, “Come hither, I will show 

you the “bride, the Lamb’s wife” (21:9).  Here is clear 
evidence that the Lord desires to give us a vision of His 
church. This “vision” is needful for several reasons: 1) 
negatively, it encourages us to crucify sin and to resist evil; 
positively, it encourages us to stand and seek for holiness: 
for the bride will be presented to Christ glorious in holiness 
[Ephesians 5:27]; 2) it inspires us to go forward into the 
harvest to fulfill the great commission; 3) it gives us 
prophetic hope, enabling us to see the victorious outcome of 
our journey in this present world; and 4), it gives us a clear 
and profound sense of church identity, and the knowledge 
of why we are here; where we have come from; and where 
we are headed. 
 Some years ago, I was delayed in taking off at the 
airport in Atlanta because of bad weather. The sky was dark 
and stormy. Finally the pilot received permission to take off. 
As we began our ascent, the sky was still gloomy and dark. 
But, suddenly, as we continued upward into the heavens, we 
broke through the storm into the brightness of the sunlight 
above. It was a marvelous sight: darkness and gloom below; 
brightness above and all around. It was as if we had broken 
through an interface between light and darkness. So it is 
with things spiritual: sometimes we must travail in prayer 
through the Spirit until we break through into the blessings 
and power of the Spirit. We must climb higher—“higher, 
higher in the Spirit”---to see and experience the glorious 
things of God! 
 Many people do not see the beauty and glory of the 
church because they live too low, too shallow; they have 
not been enraptured with a vision of her glorious perfection 
and final destination. Others have become confused and 
disillusioned by listening to so many contradictory and 
baffling voices coming out of Babylon [religious confusion]. 
This is clearly why Jesus commanded “the vision” to be 
written (Habakkuk 2:2-3; Revelation 1:19): to give us 
prophetic hope and assurance of the church’s future in 
glory, and to excite our passions to militantly prosecute the 
church’s mission on earth. When we know the outcome, we 
are more likely to endure the present trials and tribulations. 
To be sure, “Where there is no vision, the people perish” 
(Proverbs 29:18).

A Vision of “Babylon”

 There is a lot of controversy over the identity 
of this woman called, “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE 
GREAT.” Is it ancient Rome, ancient Babylon, or modern 
New York City? Will it be some new or reconstructed 
city, perhaps the rebirth of ancient Babylon? While these 
concepts may be thought-provoking, they are too narrow 
in scope to fulfill what the apostle sees and describes in 
the book of Revelation of BABYLON THE GREAT: for 
this “woman” is clearly universal in nature---she “sits upon 
many waters”---and holds influence and power over the 
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whole world (Revelation 17:3,15, 18; 18:3). Moreover, she 
killed the apostles and is drunk with the blood of the saints, 
something that could not be said of New York City or of any 
relatively new or modern city in the world today. Clearly, 
BABYLON THE GREAT is identified with a religious 
system in an historical context, and with end-time events.
           It is apparent that the Lord is drawing a contrast in 
John’s vision between the City of Man (“Babylon”) and the 
City of God (“Zion” or “New Jerusalem”)---between the 
church of the world and the church of Christ. To emphasize 
this, the unlawful and illicit behavior of Babylon (who lives 
in fornication with the world), is revealed over against the 
church of God, the Lamb’s wife, who remains faithful in 
her sacred betrothal to Christ, even unto the culmination of 
her glorious and eternal union with Him in the house of His 
Father (Revelation 19:7; 21:2,3, 9, 10; 22; John 14:2,3). 
 It is clear also that this Babylonian harlot is 
possessed with an enraged jealousy against the historic 
and prophetic church, who appears as a “wonder woman” 
in heaven, “clothed with the sun and the moon under her 
feet,” and is crowned with “twelve stars” (12:1). The harlot 
has a deep hatred for the chosen Zion of God; for she is the 
mistress of Satan and seeks to destroy the woman who has 
given birth to the Son of God (12:3-17; 18:24). Apparently, 
what is in view in these passages is the church in both Old 
and New Testaments, which is restored and perfected in 
the last days, and finally “caught up” into heavenly glory. 
It should be borne in mind that the church is the “Israel 
of God” in both Old and New Testaments (Acts 7:38; 
Galatians 6:16; Ephesians 2:11-19; 3:6); thus Christ came 
in the flesh through several generations of the church under 
the Old Covenant, and then was purchased by the blood of 
Jesus under the New Covenant (Luke 22:20; Acts 20:28).
          BABYLON THE GREAT represents the religious 
system of the world, which is the manifest will of man set 
over against the will of God. She is the feminine part---the 
religious element---of the City of Man; that is, she is the 
religious order of man interwoven into the whole fabric of 
antichrist society in the last days. This idolatrous system 
of religion will be part of the “New World Order.” She is 
nothing less than the fulfillment of ancient prophecy, which 
can be traced from Babel (Genesis 11) to historical Babylon 
(Isaiah 25; Jeremiah 51) to the prophetic Babylon in John’s 
vision (Revelation 12-19). 
      Priestcraft is always mixed with statecraft in the 
Babylonian system. The marriage of “church” [Babylonian 
religion] and state [Babylonian politics] is the norm in 
this human system. Roman Catholicism and elements 
of Protestantism and Eastern religions provide historic 
evidences of the seductive and manipulative powers of this 
“MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF 
THE EARTH.”
 In Babylonian culture, the religious nature of the 
people taught them to love and embrace idolatrous images 

and symbols, “holy” relics, priestly robes, pompous crowns, 
and the praises of men. So also, all religion that does not 
have a vital relationship with Christ invents superficial 
means of devotion, often in the form of lifeless images, 
ecclesiastical rituals, and mysterious relics. Martin Luther 
once said that if all the splinters purported to be from the 
Cross of Christ were genuine---which the Catholic Church 
historically has enshrined and displayed in vainglory in 
many of her cathrdrals---there would be enough wood to 
reconstruct Noah’s ark. It is for this same reason that the 
Shroud of Turin has created such enthusiastic interest in 
recent years. When the living (resurrected) Christ is not 
actually present in worship, religion is left only with the 
lifeless forms and symbols of His death and resurrection. 
This explains also, to some degree, the appearance in recent 
years of so-called “anointed crosses,” “holy water,” and other 
“Babylonian” foolishness which even some Pentecostal 
and charismatic preachers have adopted to trick and seduce 
naive and unsuspecting believers for profit. In a word, 
actual regeneration, and the sober commitment to keep and 
obey the teachings of Christ is supplanted in “Babylonian” 
religion with dumb idols, barren religious rites, magic (like 
“transubstantiation”), demonically-inspired mysticism, and 
silly and fruitless theological fictions.
      For the same reason that those who are tainted with 
Babylonian religion love images, relics, magic, and 
philosophical religion, they despise the righteousness 
of God and true holiness, and particularly the ultimate 
authority of Jesus Christ. Babylon says, “I am, and none 
else beside me” (Isaiah 47:8, 10; Revelation 18:7). So 
Pharaoh, under this same delusion, replied to Moses, “Who 
is the Lord, that I should obey his voice?” (Exodus 5:2). 
Again, for this same reason, they despise the true bride 
of Christ, for she proclaims with power and conviction, 
“There is none like Him.” “My beloved is . . . the chief 
among ten thousand” (Song of Solomon 5:9, 10). This is 
why Babylonian religion despises the true church: because 
it proclaims the true Gospel, and fosters true holiness and 
genuine spiritual experience; it does not need to be propped 
up by worldly gimmicks and sensual things; it is established 
rather in the grace and power of the Spirit, and committed 
to Christ under the solemn obligation to keep and proclaim 
His teachings.  
   

Mysterious Babylon 
is Identified with the Beast

         Babylon the Great in John’s prophetic vision has 
developed an illicit relationship with the world, the beast, 
and Satan. The mark of this worldly system is “666,” which, 
as the angelic messenger explained to John, is the “number 
of a man” (Revelation 13:18). It is the pretense of human 
perfection, the expression of human pride and human self-
sufficiency. It represents a system that says, “we do not need 



7

God; we are sufficient of ourselves.” It began on the plains 
of Shinar, a little south of modern-day Baghdad in Iraq, and 
is revealed by such expressions among the fallen (howbeit 
religious) race of Adam as “Let us build us a city and a 
tower,” “Let us make us a name”(Genesis 11). Being deluded 
by their own self-willed purposes, these early Babylonians 
were simply repeating the devil’s lie to Eve, “Ye shall be as 
gods.” It is the same “city”—the same system—that was 
originally established by Nimrod, and later perpetuated by 
Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar. It is the ancient heritage 
of Saddam Hussein, but spiritually it is the same system 
that harbors and even ordains homosexuals, pedophiles, and 
sexual perverts into the ministry. It is a system that corrupts  
the institution of marriage—condones and excuses [and 
thereby encourages] divorce and remarriage—for “Babylon” 
is by nature a fornicator, which defiles divine institutions! 

A Great Sorcerer

 Babylon uses sorcery to seduce the “servants of God” 
into her web of delusion and storehouse of transgressions. 
“For by thy sorceries [en tei pharmakiai sou] were the 
nations deceived” (Revelation 18:23). It is noteworthy that 
the word, “sorcery,” in this passage is derived from the 
Greek word, pharmakon, a drug, from which we get our 
English word, pharmacy. It recalls the ancient druggist, or 
mixer of drugs, who produced hallucinations, dreams and 
visions and various psychological states, giving place to 
the influence of demonic powers and the corruption of the 
flesh. Religious witchdoctors in Africa, India, and Haiti, 
and Eastern mystics (ancient and modern) have always 
used drugs to enhance their craft, which includes the ability 
to induce superficial spiritual experiences. Thereby, they 
“give place to the devil.” Roman Catholicism and many 
of her daughters in the World Council of Churches have 
incorporated into their faith and practices many of the 
magical and mystical elements of Babylonian religion. For 
Babylonian religion is by nature syncretistic. To illustrate 
and exaggerate the point, it is said that Haiti is 85% Catholic 
and 100% voodoo. Moreover, it is well known that many of 
the mainstream churches have incorporated into their faith 
and practices many of the pagan ideas and rituals of the 
countries in which they dwell.
 But this syncretistic nature of modern 
“Christianity” is no longer limited to the historic and 
mainstream churches. Many classical Pentecostal churches 
and charismatic fellowships today are now yielding to 
the same deception. Some are accepting the prevailing 
polygamy in Africa, baptizing the polygamists and all of 
their wives and children, and receiving them into their 
fellowships; others are incorporating into their faith the 
shamanism and Buddhistic elements of Eastern countries 
(the “pentecostalism” in Korea has been tainted with this 
influence). Still others in Western countries are accepting 

“Christians” into their fellowships who are living in sin with 
a partner. And many charismatics are accepting and even 
promoting the false doctrines associated with exaltation 
and worship of Mary  and the so-called “saints.” Indeed, 
there is an avalanche of pagan teachings and spiritually-
corrupt practices gradually suffocating the very life out of 
the once powerful Pentecostal movement.
 Notwithstanding, the word pharmakeus (“sorcerer”) 
may refer simply to deceivers who mix truth and error 
to seduce the people away from the true Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Many false prophets today do not use drugs, but 
have become skilled in employing psychological powers to 
seduce the minds and affections of unstable believers. They 
mimic the miraculous with magic and mystical illusion, 
like Jannes and Jambres in the court of Pharaoh (2 Timothy 
3:8; Exodus 7:11). Sincere conviction and true repentance 
are thus circumvented with shallow confessions and mere 
intellectual assent to certain sterile doctrines and spiritually-
bankrupt practices. The genuine power of God is thereby 
supplanted by the suggestions and antics of these imposters. 
They are therefore the spiritual relatives of Simon Magnus 
(Acts 8:9-20); their eyes are on the purses of the people; 
they prey on the simple.  Peter says, “And many shall 
follow their pernicious ways [‘lascivious doings’] . . . And 
through covetousness shall they with feigned words make 
merchandise of you” (2 Peter 2:2,3). Only the Lord knows 
how many pulpits today are filled with these charlatans. 
Many lukewarm ministers have been deceived and seduced 
by this last days Babylon!  

“Come Out of Her My People”

          While looking on the scene of these things, John 
heard a powerful voice from heaven, saying, “Come out of 
her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that 
ye be not partakers of her plagues” (Revelation 18:4). Time 
and again in John’s vision, we are admonished by the Lord 
to “Hear what the Spirit says unto the churches.” And since 
“the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy” (19:10), 
we should take heed to the ancient prophet, whose voice yet 
cries out to the church: “Awake, awake; put on thy strength, 
O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the 
holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into thee 
the uncircumcised and the unclean. Shake thyself from the 
dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose thyself from 
the bands of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zion” (Isaiah 
52:1-2). Certainly, it is “high time to awake out of sleep: 
for now is our salvation nearer than when we first believed” 
(Romans 13:11). 

Continued on page 20
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 A great time in the Lord was had by all who 
participated in the recent Sunday School outreach 
program “Shine.” The morning began with 
prayer and singing led by school superintendent 
Cecil Pounders. After wonderful Sunday School 
lessons, all were then brought back together for 
worship and praise. There were 76 in attendance, 
with new faces, and old faces and even some 
having not been seen for some time. There was 
anointed worship and singing from the start to 
finish. After worship and singing, some special 
presentations were made. These included singing 
by our children’s classes and a skit by our older 
youth class promoting the importance of Sunday 
School. The presentations were wonderful and a 
great blessing. Testimonies were given by some of 
the Sunday School teachers about the goodness of 
God’s grace, and what an honor and privilege it is 
to serve such a mighty God. Pastor Ricky Graves 
then preached an inspirational message. After 
preaching, nearly all in attendance gathered in the 
fellowship hall for some awesome fellowship and 
great food! The meal was provided by the Sunday 
School Superintendent and his wife, Donna 
Pounders. The whole program was a success. To 
God be the glory. Surely on this day God’s church 
did “SHINE.”

                   Chase Larmour, reporter

Columbus, Mississippi

“Let your light so shine that the world may see
How to come to Christ who will set them free

Let its rays gleam bright when the darkness falls,
Till each sinful soul for the Savior calls.

Let your light shine, let your light shine,
Let your light so shine before men;
That they your works beholding . . . 

May glorify the Father’s name in heaven.”
                                               Barney E. Warren
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Hilarious Comments Made in Court

Attorney: What did the doctor tell you was the condition of the body when he performed the autopsy? Witness: 
He described it as dead.
Prosecutor: Do you see the defendant in court today? Witness: Yes, I do. Prosecutor: How is he dressed? 
Witness: He looks pretty sharp.
Prosecutor (addressing the court): The People have evidence that the life of the witness is in jeopardy, and it 
is reasonable to apprehend he will not be able to attend the trial if he is not alive at that time.
Attorney: Can you explain what “State-dependent memory” refers to? Witness: Yes. If a law student is drinking 
while studying for exam, he would do well to bring beer into the examination, because he’ll be better able to re-
create whatever it is he studied if he’s in a similar state of intoxication. Court: That’s a novel thought. Witness: 
You see why I’m no longer teaching at the law school.
Prosecutor: How fast was the car coming toward you? Witness: I am not a thermometer, so how can I tell you that.
Counsel (to man in hallway): Are you a witness, victim, or defendant? Man: I’m the guy who did it.
Q: Were you involved in a romantic relationship with her? A: I ain’t involved in no romantic relationship with 
her. I’m married to her.
Counsel (to witness): Are you telling the truth? Prosecutor: Objection; irrelevant.
The defendant said that prior to the offense, he’d hoped to become a physician. But he believes that with 
a felony conviction, he will be precluded from achieving that goal. So he is now considering becoming a 
lawyer.

Tabernacle Zeal!
  We appreciate Keith and Mallory Powell of the 
Goshen, Indiana church donating $1000 recently toward 
the construction of our Assembly Tabernacle. Pastor 
Zachary Snyder has been boosting this offering since 
the Assembly and these two members caught the vision 
and responded---desiring to be a part of the progress 
of the church worldwide. Pictured below are Brother 
and Sister Powell presenting a check to Pastor Snyder. 
 We trust that many others will follow the example 
of Keith and Mallory and help us to build an Assembly 
Tabernacle for the Lord’s work and for His glory!     

The  Lighter Side 

Julie Steele
“ A merry heart does good like a medicine.”
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Argentina/Uruguay

 Brother Jorge Estroz Perez, the overseer of Argentina, 
is much enthused and expecting a glorious youth camp and 
national convention in late February. He hopes to report that 3 
missions will have become fully organized local churches by 
that time. Brother Estroz is planning also to visit the saints in 
Uruguay soon as funds become available for him to travel. 
 He has felt inspired to build the national convention 
around the theme, “Marching Forward,” using Exodus 14:15 
for a text. He expects a mighty outpouring of the Spirit on the 
convention.
 Brother Estroz had an accident several months 
ago that totaled his vehicle. He is in a controversy with his 
insurance company and desires prayer that everything will 
turn out in his favor. In completing his report, Brother Estroz 
testifies that he wants to be found always faithful and “to 
learn how to be a good soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Liberia/Ivory Coast

 Bishop Agbonifo reports that the border crossings into Liberia and Ivory Coast have been closed due to the Ebola 
epidemic---only doctors and a few trained personnel are being allowed to enter these countries. Yet a minister was received 
into the church two months ago and was ordained, the Presiding Bishop issuing his license. This minister, Pastor Samuel 
David, has a great deal of potential and is expected to bring forth much fruit for the Lord.
 Brother Agbonifo concluded his report by mentioning the many financial and material needs in these countries, and 
also in Togo and Benin. He says that many are in need of the basics---food and shelter---and begs for assistance in behalf of 
our ministers and members in these nations.   

Ghana
           Overseer David Dordah reports that God had blessed the work in Ghana in 2014, but that there were many hardships in 
regard to finances and health issues, and also the Lord spared his life on two occasions in motor bike accidents. He is looking      

forward to divine interventions and blessings in 2015.  

                      

Nicaragua
       The focus was on Children’s Ministries in January in 
Nicaragua. The director, Eugenia Quintana did a fine job 
preparing the program and activities. The Lord is using 
her to build up this ministry in our country. The activities 
included classes centered in the Word of God, fun times, 
delicious meals, and piñatas.  
                                              
                       ---Overseer Ivan Freddy Garcia, reporter           
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Nigeria National Convention 
2030 Register

           
    Paulina Folasade Osobu, general 
secretary for the church in Nigeria, 
reports that 2030 registered for the 6th 
annual national convention in Nigeria--
-348 of this number being children. The 
“attendance was so great that tents had to 
be erected to accommodate the overflow.” 
The convention was held November 24-
30, 2014 in the city of Ibadan, and was 
organized and moderated by Bishop Yomi 
Adekunle, the national overseer. The theme 
of the convention was “The Second Coming 
of Christ.” 
        A special blessing to the convention 
was the presence and ministry of David 
November, the overseer of South Africa 
(the International offices had arranged for 
his flight fare and travel expenses). 
    The pastors, choir directors, 

committeemen, and department leaders all did a good job in directing their programs and business sessions, and there were 
special outpourings of the Spirit throughout the week of the convention. Several of the pastors and guest ministers preached 
powerful and illuminating messages that blessed the people. Many were saved and healed, and several were baptized in water. 
           A highlight of the meeting was the Holy Communion service. Bishop Adekunle led the delegates in a consecration 
service, in preparation to receive symbolically the body and blood of Christ. The bishop “pleaded for mercy, healing, 
deliverance, salvation and redemption for everyone participating!” In response, many cried out for forgiveness, cleansing, 
and renewal.     
           Another highlight was the graduation service for students of the 
Zion Institute of Theology. This was the first graduation ceremony and 
it was put over in grand style. Seventeen students graduated and four 
received special recognition and awards for outstanding achievement. 
These included the overseer’s wife, Sister Adekunle, and the church’s 
general secretary, Paulina Osobu. Also Olagunji Isaac and Tunde 
Aderibigbe were honored. 
          Overall the convention was well organized and Spirit-filled. 
Bishop Adekunle is to be commended for his leadership and zeal for 
Christ and the church.                
      ---Paulina Folasade Osobu, reporter
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The last words of Mark 
in his Gospel is that 
the believers “went 
forth and preached 
everywhere, the Lord 
working with them and 
confirming the Word 
with signs following.” 
These words are fitting 
also of our young 
people in India under 
the leadership of Pastor 
John Babu Ganta in the 
Godavari District of 
Southeast India. They 
are going everywhere, 
reaching out in street 
services and going from 
house to house and from 
business to business to 
tell the Good News of 
God’s plan of salvation 
in Jesus Christ. In one 
campaign, they covered 
4 villages and two out-
of-the-way areas in two 
days. 
 This outreach ministry 
has been wonderfully 
successful. Many have 
been saved and healed 
by the power of God, 
and several have united 
with the church. The 
effort has also deepened 
the spirituality and 
commitment of the 
members of Zion 
Assembly, and enriched 
their lives. Praise the 
Lord!  

Gondavari
 Region

“And They Went Forth and Preached Everywhere”

Outreach in India
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“And They Went Forth and Preached Everywhere”

 Southeast Region
 Pastor John Wesley Janga, who serves in another region in India, 
reports that he and his wife, Margaret, are expecting great things from 
the Lord in 2015. They believe it will be a year abundance for outreach 
and the churches in 
their region. This 
couple has a great 
desire to reach the 
millions of Hindus 
and unsaved souls 
in India---feeling 
the impact of Jesus‘ 
command to “go 
make disciples in 

all nations, and to baptize the believers in the name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit.” They testify that they have a vision of the church, 
and are working to evangelize the lost and plant churches. They are 
teaching and promoting “intimate relationships with God,” “servant-
hood,” “Christian unity in the visible body of Christ.”   

Outreach in India



14

“Preach the Gospel in the Regions Beyond” 
(1 Corinthians 10:16) 

March Mission Drive
The Fields are Ripe---Ready for Harvest

“The Spirit of Christ is the spirit of missions, and the nearer we get 
to Him the more intensely missionary we will become.”

“There are many religions . . . but only one Gospel!” 
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Now Available!
Quest to Restore God’s House:

A Theological History of the Church of God

The first volume of Bishop Phillips’ three-volume history of the Church of God (Cleveland, 
TN ) has been published and is now available. This first volume is 663 pages with full 
bibliography and with Scripture and name/subject indices. It also has more than 120 
historical photographs, many of which have never been seen, and more than 1500 footnotes 
supporting and documenting the writer’s interpretation of the church’s history.

The book is being promoted by several of the professors in Lee University and the Church 
of God’s Theological Seminary in Cleveland, and will be used also as a textbook in the 
School of Ministry in Zion Assembly Church  of God.

The first volume is available in paperback ($29.95) and hardback ($39.95) and may be 
obtained from the International Offices (call Marie at 423-476-3337 or Dale Phillips 423-
650-8270). It is also available at Amazon.com.
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Application Form

First Term
& 

Post-Graduate

Name______________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________

Phone Number_____________________E-mail_____________________

Local Church________________________________________________

Pastor’s Name_______________________________________________

The School of Ministry will be offering One-Week and Two-Week Tracks in Cleveland. 
Also  Post-Graduate Courses are Being Offered at all Schools.

Check One

  O   One Week Track              Tuition: $75.00
  O   Two-Week Track           Tuition: $125.00
  O   Post-graduate                   Tuition: $50.00

Enclosed with my application is a check or money order for $25 toward my tuition. I will 
pay the balance when I register. Students may pre-pay tuition in full: this will save having 
to stand in line during registration.

School of Ministry
2
0
1
5

2
0

1
5
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 Cleveland School-- Week 1--2015

Fundamental Doctrines - Doctrine of Salvation – Bruce Sullivan
This class will cover God’s Plan of Salvation, God’s Nature, Adam’s Sin, 

The Terms of Salvation, & The Gospel Message

Greek – Wanda Busbee
OT Prophets – Todd McDonald
New Testament - E.A. McDonald
Ecclesiology - Doctrine of the Church  II– Wade Phillips

Cleveland SOM – Week 2 – 2015

Abstract #4 - “Godly Living” (Living Unto God and Before Men) – Todd McDonald 
This class will cover “Illicit Relationships, Being Unequally Yoked, Sabbath, 

Meats & Drinks, Drugs & Alcohol, Profanity & Swearing, & Worldly Entertainment”

Doctrinal Distinctives - Marriage & Sexuality - Bruce Sullivan
This class will go in depth to discuss God’s design for marriage and sexuality.

Fundamentals of Greek – Wanda Busbee
Doctrine of the Church II – Wade Phillips 
Praise, Worship, Spiritual Order – Todd & Cheryl McDonald

This class will cover the purpose and meaning of Praise and Worship including the terms and actions.  
It will also cover the practical side of preparing for the Worship Service,

 Order in the church, Following the Spirit, etc.  

CALIFORNIA SCHOOL OF MINISTRY
2015

California (North)

Fundamental Doctrines (Doctrines of Salvation) – Bruce Sullivan
Fundamentals of Greek – Wanda Busbee
Ecclesiology “Doctrine of the Church” II– Wade Phillips
Sermon on the Mount – Bruce Sullivan

California (South)
Sermon on the Mount – Bruce Sullivan
Fundamentals of Greek – Wanda Busbee
Ecclesiology “Doctrine of the Church” II– Wade Phillips
Fundamental Bible Doctrines (Salvation) – Bruce Sullivan

California (South) Graduate Class

Wade Phillips –Doctrine of the Church III
 Bruce Sullivan – Sermon on the Mount
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 THE DEATH of the Savior bridged the chasm 
between a righteous God and an unrighteous world. As the 
Christ He felt the unspeakable repulsiveness of sin; as a 
man He felt the unutterable condemnation of sin. Yet there 
was “laid on Him the iniquity of all,” and the overwhelming 
horror crushed His heart. No other died as He, because 
no other lived as He---perfect, upright, sinless---and 
no other bore to the Cross the sins of the world, and the 
unrighteousness of all evil crimes of a fallen race. “Christ 
crucified for our sins, Christ risen from the dead, Christ 
ascended on high, is the science of salvation that we are to 
learn and to teach.”
 There is no other name because there is no other 
life. “I am come that they might have life” John 10:10. He 
was given “a name which is above every name” because 
of a life which is above every life. He “did no sin, neither 
was guile found in His mouth” ( I Peter 2:22). He was the 
only sinless being that ever lived upon earth.  There never 
was another, and there never will be. All who are redeemed 
are sinners “saved by grace”---saved by grace upon earth, 
then saved eternally in heaven. “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life.” John 14:6. For Jew and Gentile, white and black, 
slave and master, peasant and noble for all races of men 
from the polar regions to the line that belts the globe, there 
is no other way to heaven. For Pharisee and publican, for 
church-goer and non-churchgoer, for the moral man and the 
outcast, for the law-abiding citizen and the criminal, there 
is no other life. Everyone whose life the Judge of all the 
earth shall approve stands guiltless before the great tribunal 
because  of Jesus’ life, a greater than any other. 
 Peter, thou who didst walk and talk with the Master 
during the years of his earthly pilgrimage, what sayest thou 
about the name?
 “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12).
 “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him and 
given Him a name which is above every name; that at the 
name of Jesus every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth; and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father” (Philippians. 2:9-11).

 Some other name might fill the longing for 
friendship; but to meet the heart’s desire for completer 
companionship there is no other name.  Some other name 
might satisfy our need in the hour of trial; but to satisfy the 
hunger for salvation there is no other name. Some other 
name might soothe the ruffled spirits; but to heal the wound 
that sin has made there is no other name. Some other name 
might comfort us in the hour of sadness; but to fill the void 
that the overwhelming sorrow has left, there is no other 
name.
 There is no other name because there is no 
other hope. The “hope of the world” is Jesus. Above the 
paganism of the heathen and the modernism of civilized 
lands there towers the “name which is above every name”-
--the matchless name of Jesus. The sciences of the world 
may satisfy the mind; but only the science of salvation can 
satisfy the heart.
 There is no other name because there is no other 
love. The love in the name is what thrills the heart. “Greater 
love hath no man that his,” but though it is so lofty and so 
wonderful, it comes to human hearts in waves of salvation. 
In a flood tide of blessing, it brings with it abundant 
peace and joy and hope and faith. Received into the life, 
it transforms it into the likeness of its Divine Source. This 
love is to human love as heaven is to earth---“the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”---so boundless that 
within the far-flung boundaries of life and death there is 
nothing that can separate us from it; so measureless that the 
unlimited dimensions of height and depth cannot contain it; 
so fathomless that throughout an eternity with God we shall 
never exhaust the wealth of its transporting theme.
 Is the Son of God the Supreme Being in your life 
today? From the unsounded depths of your innermost heart 
to the loftiest height of adoration and worship, can you 
truly say, “There is no other name”? Those in whose lives 
He is now supreme will be among that great multitude, 
“numberless as the sands of the seashore,” “of all nations, 
and kindreds, and peoples, and tongues,” who ascribe 
“blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and 
honor, and power, and  might” unto Him “who sits upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb.”

There Is No Other Name…
because there is no other Atonement

This message and the one on the next page were written by A.D. Evans in 1941. Evans was a prominent leader in the 
church in the 1920s through the 1940s. He was the son-in-law of A.J. Tomlinson and was serving in 1941 as editor 
of the Joyful News magazine, a monthly publication that complemented the White Wing Messenger.   
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 The world will never be better than the men who 
inhabit it. Everything begins and ends with the individual. 
One man living a good life is worth a thousand lectures 
on good living. Men can make many things by wholesale, 
but great souls, faithful and generous hearts are made one 
by one. This may be a commonplace statement and yet it 
contains a wealth of meaning. Bread, meat, sunlight, night 
and day are commonplace, but by such things men live. 
The difficulty with the most of us is that we fly so high that 
we frequently overlook what is nearby. We build air castles 
without foundation.
 Once for all time the greatest man who ever trod 
this earth set forth this fact with unforgettable vividness in 
a story that one can read in two minutes. He told of a certain 
man ---it might be any man of any race---who went down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and was set upon by thieves who 
robbed him, beat him, and left him half dead. One can see 
the hard faces of the robbers silhouetted against the rocks-
--low-browed, dark faced, with cruelty in their eyes---the 
plagues of society, desperadoes by calling, murderers by 
vocation.
 There are the priest and the Levite who journey 
that way. They pass by the man in his distress. They are 
not hypocrites. They are simply men who separate religion 
from human service. Many do that today. They thought 
God lived in the temple, listening to songs and prayers, 
not knowing that He is out on the highways of life where 
men faint and fall. It is the old atheism which divides piety 
from humanity, and thinks of religion as a sweet, dreamy 
emotion, rather than a matter of practical service. 
 There is the Samaritan---an outcast---with divine 
instincts, quick and keen sympathies, responsive to human 
need, asking no questions, but doing the thing that needed 
to be done. He gave him temporary relief by applying first 
aid remedies and then placed him on his beast of burden 
and arranged for his care at the tavern. There is the inn-
keeper, kindly but business-like, glad to welcome the 
man who has been unfortunate, but glad also to have a 
paying guest, and happy to be assured that everything 
will be settled on business principles. It is an immortal 
picture of human society, and in the living wisdom of the 
world there is nothing to surpass it alike in vividness and 
comprehensiveness.
 It was a daring thing on the part of Christ to bring 
into His story as its hero a good Samaritan. The Jews 
and the Samaritans thoroughly and unsparingly hated 

one another. Here was race hatred burning with all of its 
unquenchable fires. Here was racial antagonism that was as 
wickedly persistent as cancer. Here was a condition wherein 
neighborliness between the two races was as remote as 
signaling Mars. But the great-hearted and broad-minded 
Christ, the universal man brings a neighborly Samaritan into 
the story just at the point where the climax is overwhelming 
and capturing and unescapable.
 The men from whom the world has every right to 
expect the milk of human kindness, looked upon these poor, 
unfortunate victim and described the arch of a large circle 
in their effort to get by and went on into the everlasting 
contempt of all who love their fellow men. From the most 
unexpected quarter came the help that the robbers’ victim 
so sorely needed.
 What a stinging rebuke was this to the lawyer’s 
narrow-mindness! What a pulverizing blow to racial 
hatred! What a keen thrust at exclusiveness. No wonder the 
lawyer could not flee from the pitiless logic and the sunlight 
obliviousness of the story. No wonder that the lawyer gave 
the answer that he did to the question of Jesus! No doubt 
he gave it grudgingly and haltingly. It is human nature not 
to confess to one’s utter defeat. But when there is no other 
way out, then we go that way limping and with drooping 
spirits and possibly thinking deep down in the secret places 
of our souls that we are not half as anxious to know the 
truth as we tried to make it appear we were. Our doing not 
unfrequently comes trailing far behind our knowing.
 The story of the Good Samaritan is a constant 
rebuke to mere religiousness, to that cold and formal 
professionalism that is bare of heart and helping hand on 
the great highways of life. It is a story that should send the 
religion of the temple, warm with the love of God, out into 
the everyday  of life as a minister of mercy and kindness 
to all that are in need. It is a story whose fine spirit should 
capture the mind and heart of the twentieth century with 
the hatreds and racial antagonisms it is one of those stories 
that should make our sympathies as broad as human need 
and as deep as the heart of Jesus and as high as the limits of 
heaven. It is a story that should find for us a neighbor across 
the continent. It is a story that reveals our neighbor, not in 
race, not in color, not in social standing, but in real human 
need. It is a story that is so universal in its application that 
it rises above time and place and peoples. It is needed here 
in America, in far Africa, and China, and Japan, and India, 
and Arabia, and other countries.

THE GOOD SAMARTIAN
A.D. Evans
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are in-breathed with the very life and power of Christ, in 
order to be a light and a witness to the nations! This is 
her calling: she proclaims and manifests the “difference 
between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean  
(Leviticus 10:10); she allows the holy presence and power 
of Christ to rule and reign freely and fully within her, for she 
is “the body of Christ.” Accordingly, one of the remarkable 
signs of the true church is that she is “subject unto Christ 
in everything” (5:24), which is to say, Jesus is Lord, even 
now, in His own house. Thus the popular Gospel song some 
years ago declared, “if He is not Lord of everything, He is 
not Lord at all.” 

The Vision of Our Fathers

 Now, let me take you back in history for a moment 
to a discovery made by our great fathers and mothers in this 
last days Zion. They finally came to realize that the headship 
of Christ and the Babylon of denominationalism (so-called 
“Christendom”) were not compatible; that Christ cannot be 
at the same time the head of so many different doctrines 
and belief systems, some of which hold to fundamental 
differences in faith, government, and discipline. And, thus, 
they rejected the Protestant idea that the headship of Christ 
was somehow mystically present in the midst of all the 
confusion and inherent contradictions between the hundreds 
of different belief systems and religious communions that 
the great Reformation spawned beginning in the sixteenth 
century. And they rejected also the notion that the church 
itself was somehow a mystical presence in the midst of all 
this confusion. 
    Our illustrious forefathers and foremothers felt 
compelled, therefore, by their fresh revelation and vision of 
the church, to distinguish themselves from the confusion of 
denominationalism and the hundreds of independent groups 
and organizations then multiplying in the late nineteenth 
century. They thus agreed to “sit together as the church of 
God,” acknowledging the living Christ as their Lord present 
in the Holy Ghost, and publicly confessing the Bible to 
be their objective authority. They came together under a 
solemn covenant to act in one accord, with one mind and 
one purpose, and agreed to walk together according to one 
rule of faith, government, and discipline. And, above all, 
they came to realize that this could be accomplished only 
by genuine spirituality and a true judicious nature in the 
church, which included the manifest presence and witness 
of the Spirit in the midst of their councils and decision-
making events. They concluded therefore that “God’s 
church only existed where His law and government was 
observed by His children.”

“The Great Harlot and the Faithful Bride”
Continued from page 7   
 

“Babylon Sits Upon Many Waters” 
        

 As we have seen, “Babylonian” religion permeates 
every nation and every people of this world. The harlot 
“sits upon many waters,” which the angel explained 
are “are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and 
tongues”(Revelation 17:15). She represents the universal 
apostasy of man, the City of Man---human government, 
religion, and culture—which stands over against the City 
of God. She seeks to overthrow and supersede God and 
His design for world order. BABYLON THE GREAT 
is not America or New York (as some assert), but rather 
is in America and in New York, as well as in Rome, in 
Paris, in London, in Baghdad, and in Salt Lake City. And 
Cleveland, Tennessee is not immune to her deceptive and 
seductive powers. Recently a so-called “adult bookstore” 
was established in Cleveland under the name, “Babylon.” 
It is advertised on a large billboard sign, with an image 
of a seductive woman who is painted red and has horns 
coming out of her head. To be sure, Babylon’s presence and 
influence are universal.
          

“The Filthiness of Her Fornication” 

          This political-religious system is poised in these last 
days to form itself into a global superpower without equal 
in the earth. It will become the hold of homosexuals and 
pedophiles (many who are ordained as priests and ministers 
in the common churches) who hide under the skirts of this 
“mother of prostitutes” (17:5). The angel in John’s vision 
cries out, Babylon is “become the habitation of devils, and 
the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird” (18:2). It is a vile system of religion that 
protects and justifies fornication and adultery in the name 
of “grace” and “love” and “humanism”—even in the face 
of the apostle’s cry, “Let every one who names the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity!”
 What is at stake in this cosmic war between Babylon 
and the Lord’s Zion is the very headship of Christ. To be 
sure, Jesus’ headship over the world will not be established 
fully and freely until His second coming, at which time 
He will establish His thousand-year reign on earth. He 
will take this in hand Himself, and “every knee shall bow 
and every tongue confess” that He is Lord. Meanwhile, 
however, the headship of Christ is already established as a 
present reality in His church. This is, in fact, a distinctive 
mark of the true church: it is a regenerate and disciplined 
body of believers (notwithstanding present imperfections) 
covenanted together with God to espouse and practice “the 
faith” before the watching world. These covenant believers 
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always stood (and always will stand) against divorce and 
remarriage. (The writer himself a few years ago engaged the 
enemy in a violent struggle in regard to the divine sanctity 
of marriage. He emerged from the battle more convicted 
than ever that marriage is indissoluble while both covenant 
partners are living).
           The same is true with many other important Bible 
truths. Sanctification, for example, either can be obtained 
and experienced here and now by faith in the blood of Jesus, 
or it cannot. It cannot be both ways, that is, He cannot be 
the inspiration behind two contradictory positions; one 
which says sanctification is obtainable now by faith in the 
blood of Jesus; the other holding that it cannot be obtained 
fully in this life. Further, foot washing, is either a New 
Testament ordinance or it is not. If it is, and a church fails 
to observe and administer the ordinance, it is omission! If 
the profane use of tobacco is forbidden by the principles 
of Scripture (as “filthiness of the flesh,”e.g.), and a church 
fails to instruct its members and friends in this regard, it 
is omission, and even deception!  And so with many other 
doctrines and practices. 
          Certainly, Jesus does not have one standard for 
one person and another standard for another. Even more so, 
He does not have one standard for one church and another 
standard for another church. His church—His covenant 
bride—is distinguished therefore from men-made religious 
organizations by her acceptance, proclamation, and practice 
of His law and discipline (John 10:4, 16; 13:35; 17:6-18). 
For “out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:4). On the other hand, 
the “abominations and filthiness” of Babylon are poured 
forth from her golden cup (Revelation 17:4). This shows 
that she is a great deceiver; for the “golden cup”—which 
symbolizes purity and dignity—is used rather by Babylon 
to conceal her spiritual deceit and moral corruption. False 
churches invariably hold out the “golden cup,” but they 
practice deceit and actually serve the purpose of the devil! 

  Behold, What Different Mothers!
 

 Like the Bride of Christ, Babylon is a mother 
(17:5). But unlike the heavenly Zion—who is called 
meter hemon (“our mother,” Galatians 4:27)---Babylon 
is the mother of harlots. She cannot help but pass on to 
her offspring her own corrupt nature. She teaches her 
daughters to be prostitutes because she is herself a great 
prostitute! Sheep reproduce sheep, goats reproduce goats, 
and a corrupt church reproduces corrupt children. It is the 
law of things natural and spiritual. A corrupt mother says 
“Don’t do as I do, do as I say.” But children are taught more 
by example than precept. Thus, the great apostle was able 
to say, “Follow me as I follow Christ.” And again, “But 
continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and has 

The Lordship and Authority of Christ

        Even so, some today are so amazingly ignorant of the 
great legacy bequeathed to us that they are beginning to 
say again, “These different doctrines and standards do not 
matter, as long as Christ is confessed as savior of all.” They 
are apparently blind to the fact that one cannot genuinely 
confess Christ and, at the same time, ignore and pervert 
His teachings. The lordship of Christ is dependent on the 
authority of His doctrine. Jesus himself put great emphasis 
on obedience to His teachings (Matthew 7:21-29; Luke 
6:46-49). And, thus, He spoke with simple clarity on what 
is right and wrong, showing clearly the difference between 
truth and error. In regard to marriage, for example, He 
declared: “Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry 
another, commits adultery against her. And if a woman 
shall put away her husband, and be married to another, 
she commits adultery” (Mark 10:11,21), for “What God 
hath joined together, let not man put asunder”(v. 9). He 
reminded us that it is sinful for one to “covet his neighbor’s 
wife.” And thus it is a greater sin to actually marry the 
wife or husband of one’s neighbor, that is, to solidify and 
perpetuate the illicit relationship. Moreover, this sin and 
deception is only compounded when ministers claim that 
God has somehow sanctioned the unlawful relationship. Do 
not be deceived!  Civil states and religious organizations 
often contradict God’s laws and “sanction” what He has 
forbidden.            
          Now marriage is either between one man and one 
woman for life, or it is not. It is either for better or for worse, 
or it is not. One cannot have it both ways, and, to be sure, 
Christ does not recognize it both ways. While the Lord 
may forgive divorce and remarriage, he cannot sanction 
the practice; thus when believers are enlightened to the sin, 
they must then depart from it through repentance; for, as 
God is the third party in the holy union (Proverbs 2:17; 
Malachi 2:14-16), He cannot contradict His own holiness 
and the steadfastness of His own Word. 
          Christ is the author of marriage, not confusion; He 
instituted the holy ordinance in the Garden of Eden, and He 
declared unequivocally that it is ordained unto the death 
of one of the partners. So also proclaimed the apostle Paul 
(Romans 7:2,3). Jesus further declared that remarriage, 
while one’s partner is still alive constitutes a state of 
adultery, and that “whosoever marrieth her that is put away 
from her husband, commits adultery” (Luke 16:18). The 
so-called “exception clause” in Matthew 5:32—which 
was written primarily to the Jews in regard to fornication 
(porneia), not adultery---is clearly a reference to a marriage 
that has not (and could not) be recognized and ordained by 
God (cf: Leviticus 18). And even if Jesus was in reference to 
adultery in this passage, He still clearly forbids remarriage. 
So say almost all the early church fathers (Clement, 
Irenaeus, Tertullian, et al). This is why God’s church has 
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Raggedy Ann doll. The child, however, became fascinated 
with dolls created by modern technology; dolls which 
could talk, walk, shed tears, and wet their diapers. In a 
dramatic moment in one scene, the little girl threw her little 
Raggedy Ann into the trash, and talked her parents into 
purchasing one of the new sophisticated dolls. What was 
lost in this exchange was the deep emotional attachment—
the meaningful relationship—that she had developed with 
her little Raggedy Ann. 
 The course went on to suggest that the answer to 
this impending “global crisis” was in developing a whole 
new (updated) moral system in the world. But how could 
this be accomplished? And by whom? After guiding the 
students through the maze of this developing crisis, it 
concluded that religion was the instrument to create this 
new value system—a new morality---in the world. And 
thus, religion itself would have to be united and updated to 
meet the needs of this predicted “future shock.” Craftily, it 
suggested that this was the prophetic call of the WCC.
 Since that time I have watched the unfolding of this 
“global crisis” and the developing influence of the World 
Council of Churches. This great council (now composed 
of over 330 religious denominations and organizations) 
has become increasingly integrated into world politics, 
professing a vision for world peace and prosperity, while 
at the same time subtly corrupting the Gospel of Christ and 
masquerading as an agent of God to bring about Christian 
unity. Christian unity! Nay rather this organization 
compromises and perverts the truth in order to bring about 
the superficial unity of man! Its ultimate standards for right 
and wrong are not found in the Bible but in her own councils. 
Indeed, this great harlot rejects the Bible as the inerrant 
Word of God, and has opened the door to pluralism—to 
the idea that all great religions of the world have a unique 
revelation of God, and that Jesus Christ is merely one face 
on the cosmic God of eternal mystery! 
 In recent years (since Vatican Council II, 1962-
65) the WCC has formed a close alliance with the Roman 
Catholic Church; together they are working toward a “New 
World Order.” These two organizations represent together 
about 2 billion professing Christians. Their explicit desire is 
to unite humanity, but not through true spiritual regeneration 
and God’s plan revealed in the Bible. It is a scheme based 
on lies born in hell! These lies, however, are couched in 
familiar religious language, designed to deceive. And they 
are succeeding! Many evangelicals, and even holiness-
Pentecostal people, are being drawn back into the dead 
forms of creedal and sacramental religion. There is an evil  
renaissance at work, seeking to revive the corrupt church 
of the “dark ages,” along with her old damnable doctrines 
and heresies. Be not deceived and seduced by this Babel 
of the last days! Whether the Roman Church and the WCC 
will fully unite and represent the final ecclesiastical form 
of this great prostitute is difficult to tell at this point, but 

been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them” 
(2 Timothy 3:14). In fact, the apostle encourages believers 
to be “followers of the churches of God” (2 Thessalonians 
2:14). For, like the virtuous woman in Proverbs 31, the 
faithful bride of Christ is worthy to be emulated. “Her 
children call her blessed....and her husband praises her . . . 
[for] a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.”
 On the other hand, an immoral mother invariably 
rears wayward children. She reproduces in them her nature. 
She cannot prevent it; for sin has dominion over her, and 
her children follow her example. In like manner, a corrupt 
religious denomination will reproduce corrupt ministers 
and congregations. “Blind lead the blind”; “like priest, 
like people.” Few indeed escape the generational pattern, 
for, overwhelmingly, sons and daughters grow up into the 
moral and spiritual image of their mother. It is a powerful 
force in nature! Only the grace of God can break the chains 
of sin and recreate a soul in the image of Christ. The greed, 
sorceries, pride, and murderous spirit of Babylon naturally 
show up in her seed. Her children are carnal and mimic 
her lust for the things of the world! They live under her 
spell; are captivated by her worldly charms and seductive 
powers. They marvel at her, saying, “Alas, alas, that great 
city Babylon, that mighty city!” And “What city is like unto 
this great city!” (Revelation 18:10, 19). And when divine 
judgment finally falls upon this Great Prostitute, they weep 
and wail and mourn for her, like children who have lost 
their mother. Martin Luther is reported to have said that the 
Roman Church in his day was a whore, but that she was still 
his mother. Likewise, these deluded souls cleave to this last 
days Babylon, and have believed her lie---“I shall see no 
sorrow” (18:7) and know not “the loss of children” (Isaiah 
47:8). Nevertheless, according to the vision, “in one hour 
she [will be] made desolate!” 

Babylon the Great 
and the Imminent Global Crisis

 I remember about twenty-five years ago taking a 
course in college called “Global Crisis.” The course materials 
were in large part derived from information supplied by the 
World Council of Churches (WCC). The course projected 
that the world in the near future would be drastically 
transformed---politically, economically, and religiously. 
It predicted a “future shock.” The course focused on the 
overlapping problems between the “have” and “have not” 
nations, which were increasingly becoming complicated 
by industrial problems, multinational corporations, 
environmental pollution, the population explosion, food 
shortages, and so on. It foresaw technology displacing 
traditional lifestyles, causing sociological and psychological 
problems. A film called, Future Shock, illustrated the point 
by featuring a child who was emotionally attached to a little 
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the essential nature and character of these organizations are 
becoming more and more visible and consistent with the 
woman in John’s vision.  
 In any case, this great harlot in John’s vision is a 
powerful force in re-creating the world in the image of man. 
She is the religious instrument of Satan, giving birth to the 
vulgar culture of the world in these last days. It is a culture 
created by, and permeated with “unclean spirits”---spirits 
which like frogs proceed out of the mouth of the dragon, 
the beast, and the false prophet (Revelation 16:13). These 
evil spirits find their dwelling place in “Babylon.” John 
described them as “frogs” to picture  the ugly and sickening 
spiritual and moral corruption that comes from the belly 
of the dragon! When we think about ugly, we think about 
frogs. So the prince in the medieval myth is turned into a 
frog by a witch, and is returned to normal only by the kiss 
of a beautiful maiden. 
 T h e s e 
unclean spirits 
possess men and 
influence all of 
humanity. They 
degrade the human 
race and corrupt 
society and culture. 
They also seek to 
distort the Christian 
faith, and to 
deform lukewarm 
Christians into 
“natural brute 
beasts” (2 Peter 
2:12). Under the influence of these “principalities and powers” 
men become clamorous, heady, high-minded, incontinent, 
unholy, disobedient, blasphemers, slanderers, truce-
breakers---faithful to nothing, including the sacred vows of 
marriage. They influence men to become disobedient, to act 
in rebellion against the moral government of God. Through 
their seductive powers they cause men to be filled with 
hatred and malice, and excite their mindless passions against 
“those that are good” (2 Timothy 3:3), especially those 
who proclaim life and liberty in the name of Jesus Christ! 

Zion Assembly—
A Counter-Culture Movement

  
 Here, then, is our calling in Zion Assembly: the 
church has been empowered through the Spirit to be a 
counter-culture movement for Christ in the world. Unlike 
many evangelicals who envision a world transformed and 
perfected by the church before the Rapture, we teach in 
Zion Assembly that we are set apart within the world and 
“called out” (ekklesia) to be a “city on a hill”---to be a light 

to the nations (Isaiah 60:1-3). We teach this present world 
will be destroyed and only those who truly believe and are 
transformed by the Holy Spirit into new creatures in Christ 
will be saved and caught up in the Rapture.
           We are not isolationists but separatists: called out 
to be different, ordained to be “a peculiar people!” We are 
set apart in the midst of a perverse generation! So the great 
apostle declared, “Be not conformed to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind.” And again, 
“Come out from among them, and be ye separate, says the 
Lord . . . and I will receive you.” Jesus said to His new bride, 
“If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but 
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world, therefore the world hates you” (John 15:19). 
          We are called to echo the voice of  the Bridegroom in the 
world in these last days, saying, “Come out of her my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins.” John’s vision clearly 

reveals that 
in the very 
e n d - t i m e 
such perfect 
unity will 
exist between 
Christ and the 
church that 
her voice will 
be simply His 
voice---“the 
voice of the 
b r i d e g r o o m 
and the bride” 
(Reve la t ion 

18:23). For this reason, Babylon’s hatred for the true 
church all the more rages. She is the mistress of the devil-
--“the accuser of the brethren”---and thus, with him, she 
is our adversary! She is the instrument of deception and 
corruption in the world, a prostitute; whereas, the faithful 
bride is the voice of regeneration and holiness. Let us 
therefore be bold to proclaim, “Come and stand with us in 
the City of God!” “Come and unite with this last days Zion, 
and prepare yourselves as a “bride adorns herself for her 
husband.” Amen! 
 The glorious wedding of the Lamb is fast 
approaching; it is time for the bride to adorn her wedding 
garments! Hear the prophet: “Awake, awake; put on thy 
strength O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, 
the holy city: for henceforth there shall no more come into 
thee the uncircumcised and unclean” (Isaiah 52:1). Listen 
to the heavenly messenger: “Come up  hither . . . I will 
show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 
 Wise souls take refuge in this City of God! For 
“there is a river that shall make glad the city of God, the 
holy place of the tabernacles of the most high. God is in the 
midst of her; she shall not be moved” (Psalm 46:4-5).   

The glorious wedding of the Lamb is fast approaching; it is 
time for the bride to adorn her wedding garments! Hear the 
prophet: “Awake, awake; put on thy strength O Zion; put on thy 
beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for henceforth 
there shall no more come into thee the uncircumcised and 
unclean” (Isaiah 52:1). Listen to the heavenly messenger: 
“Come up  hither . . . I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 
Wise souls take refuge in this City of God! For . . . “God is in the 
midst of her; she shall not be moved” (Psalm 46:4-5).   
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 Attention Pastors and Church Leaders

 In keeping with our emphasis for a new impetus in our ministry and outreach efforts, 
we want to remind our pastors, treasurers, officers and members to send praise reports, 
pictures and prayer requests to the Voice of Zion, P.O. Box 2398, Cleveland, TN 37320-
2398. Each pastor should appoint a reporter and a photographer to cover the activities 
of your local church: conventions, camps, retreats and auxilary events: so they can be 
published in the VOZ. 

 All pastors, ministers and local treasurers please send in with your monthly reports 
a total of your Sunday School and worship attendance.
 Also please let us know as soon as possible if you change your address, phone number 
and e-mail addresses.

 A reminder to SYNC members---always send in name and address of your Voice 
of Zion subscribees each time you renew them, and be sure the addresses have not 
changed. 


