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Editorials . . . 

               Outstanding Sessions of the School of Ministry 
            in California and Cleveland

          This issue features the highlights of the three sessions of the School of Ministry 
conducted in April and May in San Jose (northern California), Rialto (southern California), 
and in Cleveland, Tennessee. The spiritual atmosphere in these terms of the school, and the 
quality of biblical and theological instruction, were stellar and exceptional. The attendances were also outstanding; 
in fact, the registration in the Cleveland school was record-breaking! And a large part of the student body was young 
singles and young married couples. 
                  The School of Ministry continues to be on the cutting edge of religious education and training of young people 
for the ministry. New courses and/or seminars are offered each year, and the post-graduate course is always designed 
to answer current pressing issues in the church, particularly in regard to accelerating and clarifying the church’s move 
forward to fulfill its mission in the world.     
     Contacts are being made and ways are being sought also at this time to increase the School of Ministry’s 
standing beyond the four walls of the church. For example, meetings have been held with the President of the Church 
of God’s Pentecostal Theological Seminary in Cleveland to explore ways for our graduates in the School of Ministry 
to be qualified to enroll in that prestigious institution’s Master of Divinity program. Explorations are also underway to 
put in place certain measures to jump start our own Bible College. 

Reaching out to Sinners

            Each year after completing the terms of the School of Ministry, we begin to look forward and prepare for 
the annual General Assembly. The program this year will be built around the theme of reaching out to win the lost-
--to convert sinners with the glorious hope and power of the Gospel. Our evident inability and lack of effort in this 
generation in reaching out to sinners is nothing short of reproachful---particularly here in the United States! Something 
must be done; and it seems to me that the first step is in admitting our failure in this regard. We simply have not made 
reaching out to sinners our priority! 
                Our focus of ministry therefore must be realigned and centered on evangelizing the lost. Jesus came into this 
world to die for and to save sinners! “For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost” (Matthew 18:11). “For the 
Son of man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them” (Luke 9:56). Christ “died for the ungodly” (Romans 
5:6), and “while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (v. 8). “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures” (1 
Corinthians 15:3). “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (19:10).              
           Focusing on the conversion of sinners is vitally important; indeed, it is paramount to the fulfillment of our 
mission; not only for the sake of the sinners themselves, but because the converted sinners then in turn join the church 
and increase our ability to reach the rest of the world!
           Further, those who have been recently converted and transformed by the power of God exhibit a spiritual 
freshness that renews the whole body of the church! Thus the saying, “the life of the church is in the field!” Believers 
who have become dead indeed unto sin, in turn also become “alive to God!” (Romans 6:2-11). This is Paul’s point in 1 
Corinthians 5:14-16: that as Jesus died for us, we who believe in Him are in turn dead unto sin and alive unto God; and 
thus, “they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose again.”  
New-born babes in Christ are anxious to give their testimony!            
               We must therefore refocus our ministry and mission on reaching out to the lost---instead of just swapping the 
same fish from one aquarium bowl to another! Like our Lord, we should go out “to seek and save that which was lost!” 

“And the lord said to the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come 
in, that My house may be filled” (Luke 14:23).    
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         When Israel came out of Egyptian bondage, God 
brought them to the holy mountain.  There, God called 
their leader, Moses, to the top of the mountain where He 
gave him the terms of His covenant with Israel. Among the 
other things God commanded them to do, He commanded 
Moses to oversee the construction of a tabernacle or tent 
which would be a place for God to dwell among 
His people.  Moses was given very specific 
instructions concerning the design of “God’s 
Tabernacle.”  It was to consist primarily 
of an outer and inner chamber. The 
inner chamber was referred to as the 
“Holy of Holies” or “The Holiest.”  
Inside the “Holiest” was the “Ark 
of the Covenant” which was a gold 
covered box containing the Ten 
Commandments, Aaron’s rod that 
budded, and a pot of manna that 
God had provided for the Israelites 
during their wilderness journey.  The 
lid of the Ark was referred to as the 
“Mercy Seat.” On top of this Mercy 
Seat were two heavenly beings facing 
each other with their heads bowed and 
their wings touching and extending over the 
center of the Mercy Seat. The “Mercy Seat” 
symbolized the throne of God, and the “Holiest” 
symbolized the throne room of God in Heaven. This 
inner chamber or “Holy of Holies” was separated from the 
outside world by a large veil.  No one was allowed beyond 
the veil except the high priest, and he was only allowed 
to enter one day a year. The veil symbolized the sins of 
man which separated man from the abiding presence of 
God.  Isaiah 59:2 says, “But your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God…”  Because of sin, man could 
not live in the presence of God; and, more specifically, the 
presence of God couldn’t live in man. 
          However, Scripture says, when Jesus was hanging on 
the cross, God “laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 
53:6). He took the punishment for our sins, becoming “sin 

Let Us Draw Near
Bruce Sullivan

 Principal, School of Ministry

(Note: this message was preached on the opening night of the School of 
Ministry in Cleveland, May 10, 2015).  

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which 
he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; and having an high priest over the house 
of God; let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water (Hebrews 10:19-22).

for us” (2 Cor. 5:21); thus removing the sin which separated 
us from our God. His body took on our sins, thus becoming 
the veil.  His blood was shed for the remission of our sins and 
His body was broken or rent to remove our condemnation.  
This is why Matthew writes, “Jesus, when he had cried 
again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.  And, behold, 

the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top 
to the bottom . . . .” (Matthew 27:50-51). God’s 

rending of the veil in the Jerusalem Temple 
at the moment of Jesus’ death was God’s 

way of showing the world that the 
price for our sins had been paid, our 
condemnation was removed; and 
that those who accept Christ can 
return to intimate fellowship with 
their Creator. 
           But our forgiveness was 
not GOD’S END GAME. The 
removal of our sins was not God’s 
final goal.  Rather, the removal of 

our sins was the means to an end.  
God’s goal was to remove our sins 

so we could be reconciled to Him 
or brought back into fellowship with 

Him.  Our sins separated us from God 
and wouldn’t allow fellowship.  But now, 

all those who accept Christ, can have their 
sins removed and they can know God.  This is why 

Paul referred to our mission to preach the Gospel as the 
“ministry of reconciliation . . . to wit that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself” (2 Corinthians 5:18-
19). God’s plan has always been to bring man back into 
fellowship with Himself.  
         Now God calls each convert to a place of intimacy 
with Him.  Thus the writer of Hebrews writes, “Having 
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 
and having an high priest over the house of God; Let us 
draw near…” (Heb. 10:19-22). God is inviting you and I 



5

to go beyond the veil and draw near to Him. He wants us 
to have an intimate relationship with Him. James records 
the greatest invitation a man could receive, “Draw nigh 
unto God and He will draw nigh unto you.”  The invitation 
doesn’t say, God might draw nigh to you; it says “He will 
draw nigh to you.”
 I don’t know about you but I want to see what’s 
beyond the veil.  I have an inner drive to see God’s glory. 
Like Paul, I want to “know Him in the power of His 
resurrection and in the fellowship of His sufferings” (Phil. 
3:10). Like David “My soul thirsteth for (Him), my flesh 
longeth for (Him) . . . to see His glory and His power” 
(Psalm 63:1).
          Moses’ 
appetite was 
whet by His 
encounter with 
God at the 
burning bush.  
He turned aside 
to see this 
manifestation of 
God and His life 
was changed 
forever.  This 
began a pursuit 
of God which 
c u l m i n a t e d 
some years later 
when he spent 
40 days in such close fellowship with God that it caused 
his skin to glow with God’s glory. God wants us all to 
experience such a closeness.  God is calling every child of 
God into the Holy of Holies. Jesus said, “Behold, I stand 
at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me” (Revelation 3:20).  “Sup” means Jesus will sit 
down and eat or fellowship with those who will open the 
doors of their heart.  
  We need men and women today who will climb 
the mountain and fellowship with God until they shine 
with the glory of the Lord.  God paid a great price for us to 
draw near.  With the price paid, God calls us to dwell “in 
the secret place of the Most High” (Psalm 90:1). The call 
for us to draw near implies effort on our part.  He will not 
draw nigh unto us in deep intimacy without us making the 
effort to draw nigh unto Him...Moses climbed the mountain 
and experienced God’s presence. The climb took effort on 
Moses’ part and anyone who wants to know God must put 
forth the effort.    
 The desire to know Him must be the hunger and 
thirst of our souls. We must be like David who said, “One 
thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my 

life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his 
temple” (Psalm 27:4). This single-minded focus will lead 
us to holiness.  We must realize as Moses realized, the place 
of God’s intimate presence is holy ground, and we must “be 
holy for [He] is holy” (1 Pet. 1:16).  You cannot draw near 
to God without a dogged pursuit of holiness--- of purity and 
consecration.  Psalm 24:3-4 says, “Who shall ascend into 
the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?  
He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart . . .” To reach 
the top of the mountain of God, to go beyond the veil into 
God’s holy place, we must follow the path of holiness. Thus 
after writing “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
you,” James follows it by writing, “Cleanse your hands, 

ye sinners; and 
purify your 
hearts, ye double 
minded” (James 
4:8).
         Notice we 
cannot draw nigh 
to God while 
being double-
minded. We 
will never find 
true intimacy 
with God while 
h a l f h e a r t e d l y 
serving Him.  
We will never 
experience the 

glory of God while living worldly. Those focused on this 
world will never experience the fullness of the Spirit.  
Therefore, we must die to the flesh. This present world 
must be crucified to us. Our life must be pure from sin 
and our priorities must be focused on God. Our hands 
must be purified and our hearts must be cleansed double-
mindedness. This will require fasting: to turn our focus away 
from the fleshly and toward the spiritual. It will require us 
to untangle ourselves from the distractions of this present, 
temporary world. Such a path will only be chosen by those 
who desire God more than their “necessary food,” and 
who have an insatiable appetite to know God.  This is why 
few have ever walked its narrow course and found deep 
intimacy with God.
 We must seek the Lord as never before. This means 
we are going to have to spend time with God in prayer.  
Someone has said, “To be much for God you must be much 
with God.”  We must spend much time in our secret prayer 
closets until we emerge glowing as Moses glowed; showing 
forth that we have been with God. Being in God’s manifest 
presence is like being in the presence of radiation. You can’t 
be around something that is radioactive without becoming 
radioactive. You can’t spend time in God’s presence 
without God’s presence clinging to you.  Only those who 

“We need men and women today who will climb the 
mountain and fellowship with God until they shine with the 
glory of the Lord.  God paid a great price for us to draw near.  
With the price paid, God calls us to dwell ‘in the secret place 
of the Most High’ (Psalm 90:1). The call for us to draw near 
implies effort on our part.  He will not draw nigh unto us 
in deep intimacy without us making the effort to draw nigh 
unto Him...Moses climbed the mountain and experienced 
God’s presence. The climb took effort on Moses’ part and 
anyone who wants to know God must put forth the effort.”  

Continued on page 15
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Valedictory Address
Yomi Adekunle

Nigeria

          Let me first give honor to our Presiding Bishop, 
and also to the director of the School of Ministry and 
all of the Staff. Greetings! 
          There are not enough words to express my 
appreciation for the leaders and teachers in the School 
of Ministry---for your inspiring words and deeds. 
You have been excellent in everything 
you have done, and your actions have 
reflected the highest standards of 
spiritual discipline.
 From the depth of my 
heart allow me to express my 
appreciation for all that you have 
done for us during these three 
years of Biblical studies. A 
job well done always deserves 
appreciation. Thank you for 
your passion and excellence 
in your spirit. Indeed, you are 
true ministers of God. Your 
lives are a blessing to me, and 
your instructions and spiritual 
guidance have affected my life 
and ministry positively.
 I sincerely appreciate 
also  the way you have stood by 
me and my fellow students these 
three years---holding our hands and 
walking us through the ministry. Your 
help has been invaluable. I pray that 
the LORD JESUS CHRIST be with you 
always. Amen. 
         Now allow me to say few things about the 
school itself for a moment.

          1.     I believe the School of Ministry is distinct 
and excellent in Biblical teaching and sound doctrine.
           2.    It is not only excellent in teaching theology, 
but in striving to fulfill the biblical mandate of the 
church to reach all nations.
           3.    The school establishes not only the truth 

of The Word of God but also exposes a lot of false 
teaching and heresies.          
           4.   The school deeply affects and restructures 
the lives of the students in Christ’s image.
           5.    The school builds confidence, and equips 

the students to be able to go out and reach the world 
with the true Word of God.

          6.   Like the apostle Paul, the 
school encourages all the students to 

be faithful in their daily living, and 
in doing the work of God. 
          7.  The school cements 
together the students in the 
fellowship of the Gospel---in the 
church; teaching us to “walk by 
the same rule of faith” and to 
“speak the same thing.” 
             My fellow students, my 
question is this: Where do we 
go from here? In Mark 16:15 
Jesus said to His disciples, 
“Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every 
creature.”

             My own decision is 
to go back to my own country, 

Nigeria, and preach the Gospel 
more zealously than I ever 

preached it before. I have a vision to 
take over Nigeria for our Lord Jesus 

Christ!
 All of us need to go out and tell the 

world the truth of God’s Word---the truth that we 
have received in the School of Ministry; to proclaim 
the Word of God without fear. Our last class in the post-
graduate course revealed that we have a long ways to 
go.
 Finally, it is a great joy for me today, though 
humbling, to have been chosen as class Valedictorian. 
I love and appreciate you all. God bless you. 

                        



7

Thank you for the honor of being chosen 
Salutatorian for the School of Ministry class of 2015.
         My, what a time we have had in the School of 
Ministry this year! In the living room over the front 
door of Sister Alice Jones’ house is an inscription 
which says; “Bless this home with love and laughter.”  
I have experienced this blessing throughout this term 
of the school: for there has been much love and 
laughter.  My sister and brothers, I love you, 
and I have felt that same love from you; 
and the joy we have shared these past 
two weeks is priceless.
         I have been both blessed and 
challenged. I arrived two weeks ago 
with great expectation to receive 
knowledge and understanding, in 
order to be equipped to minister 
for our Lord. Tomorrow I will 
return to the field as “a new 
sharp threshing instrument, 
having teeth,” for the harvest is 
ready and I desire to work in the 
field. I have been changed on the 
inside. In my heart there is new 
compassion for the lost who have no 
shepherd. Also, I have a compassion 
for my brothers and sisters in the Lord 
who have not found there place within 
the body of Christ. Zeal has consumed me: 
for there are people all around me who need a 
Savior, and Deliverer who can set them free. 
         I want to give thanks to the School of Ministry 
instructors: 
        Thank you Brother McDonald, better known as 
“Brother Mac,” also known as our Physical Ed teacher 
because of all the exercises we did last week in his 
class; and I must say I believe He could put us all to 
shame running a race. Your passion for the Word of 
God is inspiring and has deeply stirred me to study 
God’s Word more. Brother, you have ignited a desire 
in me to know God’s Word.
        Thanks Sister Wanda Busbee, better known as 
our Greek Teacher “Sister Vanda.”  My kardia thanks 
you.  I look forward to using Greek to help me better 

understand God’s Word.   
        Thank you, Brother Todd McDonald, for 
pouring out your heart to us through the study of the 
New Testament and emphasizing godly living. I have 
grown in the knowledge of God’s Word these past 
two weeks.  Also, you have, along with Sister Cheryl, 
inspired us to have praise and worship in our services-

--to make these services to be truly spiritual 
worship experiences.  

          Then there is Brother Phillips. 
Thank you for your sound teaching on 

the Doctrine of the Church. There 
was never a dull moment in the 
class. Laughter, love, anointing, 
inspiration, and an excitement in 
learning are just some of the things 
we experienced in this class. 
         The following old hymn 
has more meaning than ever 
before and has become my new 
anthem: 

Deeper, deeper in the love of 
Jesus

Daily let me go; 
Higher, higher in the school of 

wisdom, 
More of grace to know.

Refrain:
Oh, deeper yet, I pray,

And higher every day,
And wiser, blessed Lord,
In Thy precious, holy Word.

Deeper, deeper, blessed Holy Spirit,
Take me deeper still,
Till my life is wholly lost in Jesus,
And His perfect will.

Deeper, deeper! though it cost hard trials,
Deeper let me go!
Rooted in the holy love of Jesus,
Let me fruitful grow.

Salutatory Address
Pam Jones

                                       Indiana 

                  Continued on page 15
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School of Ministry Highlights 2015
Cleveland,TN
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School of Ministry Highlights 2015
San Jose, CA
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San Jose School Report
Jorge Carrasco

Pastor, San Jose, CA

 The one word that best describes the recent term 
of the School of Ministry in San Jose is “Refocusing.” This 
was my third year, but the first time we had the school at my 
local church in San Jose. Being that I am the local pastor, it 
seemed to have much more depth and meaning. As pastor, 
one places much emphasis and focus on certain areas in 
working with his/her congregation. If you’re a leader or a 
pastor today, you have to deal with many challenges that 
relate to being pressed from all sides by society. Paul wrote 
of this situation in 2 Corinthians 4:8-12. Indeed, some of 
our own members get caught up in this worldly spirit---
of coming and going and ending up nowhere. But after 
our school sessions in April, I am more convinced and 
determined than ever before, with God’s help and wisdom, 
to steer the ship in a different direction---with a new focus.  
 From the first service on Easter Sunday to the last 
session Friday evening, it was confirmed through some 
amazing teaching and Spirit-filled classes that our focus must 
be to teach and illuminate our people, for God is restoring His 
house and we are His instruments in this restoration process.         
 Every class session and worship service, and even 
the breaks and evening meal time was organized and well 
thought out. The administration and orchestrating of all 
was done with reverence and skill. Thanks to Sister Glenda 
Major, our first year in San Jose set the standard for years 
to come! 
 Bishop Phillips, Bishop Sullivan, and Sister Wanda 
Busbee personified the “DNA” of God and the teaching of 
Christ. As Sister Busbee so well said, “We must become 
diligent in understanding the Bible and the meaning of 
the original Greek words so that we can be a church that 
greatly fears and loves the Lord---and knows what it’s 
talking about.” She was right also in explaining that one 
meaning of worship is to blow kisses to the Lord. Indeed, 
He is worthy of our love and praise!  
 How we were blessed as Brother Sullivan expounded 
the Word!  Both the Sermon on the Mount and the Doctrine 
of Salvation were illuminating. What a visualization of the 
Word was brought to life by his teaching.  He emphasized 
that as we learn and understand the Word of God that each 
“t” will be crossed and every single “i” will be dotted; and 
this in order for God’s entire plan to be fulfilled!  
 Last, but not least, Bishop Phillips’ inspiring, 
illuminating and Spirit-provoking messages were impactful 
and a blessing.  Just when we thought that our hearts and 
minds could not be moved any deeper, each of his classes 

proved differently. They were spiritually captivating. 
He made us to see that the restoration of God’s house is 
happening right before our very eyes today. Bishop Phillips’ 
statement couldn’t be ever truer than for all us in Zion 
Assembly today---that is, “we must recapture the prophetic 
vision of the church, and labor to fulfill its mission in these 
very last days!” He made us to see that every Christian has 
within them the divine DNA that will eventually bring all 
believers altogether in one visible body of Christ---and 
make all of us “see eye to eye” and “walk by the same rule 
of faith” under one divine government!
          Praise God for our gifted teachers who bring new 
meaning to the Living Bible! Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and finisher (perfecter) of our faith! (Hebrews 12:2) 
 

If the Master Teacher, our Lord 
Jesus, sent forth His disciples to 
teach all nations (Matthews 28:19); 
exemplified the power and effect 
of teaching in His own ministry 
(Matthew 7:28-29; John 18:20); 
and His apostles spent their lives 
in a teaching ministry (Acts 5:12-
42); and the Scriptures explicitly 
declare this same manifest truth--
-to go teach all nations (2 Timothy 
2:2 Titus 1:9; Jude 3); and the 
world so plainly needs to be taught 
(Acts 8:27-38; Galatians 6:6)---
then certainly the church in this 
present hour needs to equip and 
prepare itself for a more dynamic 
and effective teaching ministry!

                                                               
                                         WHP
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Report on the Cleveland School

“Growing in Knowledge” was the theme for the 
school this year, and truly this theme was experienced by 
the fifty-six students who enrolled or attended the Cleveland 
school. From the opening service on Sunday evening, May 
10th, to the close of the last class on Friday, May 22nd, the 
atmosphere was filled with enthusiasm, and the instructors 
led us in discovering the deep riches in God’s Word.  All of 
the students were eager to learn, so as to be equipped and to 
be able to give an answer to those who ask about our hope 
in Christ; and to be involved in the ministry of the church, 
including reaching out into our communities to share the 
Gospel of Christ. 

Among those who enrolled in the school this year 
were five national overseers---Yomi Adekunle (Nigeria); 
Boone Bureenok (Bangladesh, Cambodia, Myanmar 
(Burma), Pakistan, Thailand); David Gomba (Zimbabwe, 
Zambia); Domingo Resurreccion (Philippines); and Elijah 
Wafula (Kenya, South Sudan).  Also attending were three 
regional overseers in the United States---Joel Brooks 
(South-Central), Rick Ferrell (Mid-Central), Miguel Garcia, 
Sr. (Pacific Coast South). Many pastors, evangelists, and 
faithful workers attended; all of whom were eager to learn 
and Grow In Knowledge of our Lord.  

Much praise was given by the student body to 
the instructors for their in-depth teaching. The content of 
each class was taught with such anointing that all students 
received a better understanding of each subject.  Each 
instructor brought a deeper insight into the understanding 
of the hope of His calling, and ignited in the students a 
hunger for more of the knowledge of God and His Word. In 
turn, the student body provoked the instructors with their 
eager and enthusiastic reception of the Word of God. This 
in turn caused the instructors to pour out their wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of the Lord which they had 
received from the Holy Spirit, just as Peter and John did in 
Acts 3:6: “Then Peter said, silver and gold have I none; but 
such as I have give I thee . . .”. The instructors were as follows: 
Bruce Sullivan, E.A. McDonald Jr., Todd McDonald, 
Cheryl McDonald, Wanda Busbee, and Wade H. Phillips.  
 One of the special events during the School of 
Ministry is the Church History Tour. Again this year, the 
tour did not fall short of being excellent.  Special thanks 
to Brother Lynn Jones for sponsoring the tour this year. 
Tour day began by boarding a beautiful tour bus. First 
stop was Hardee’s Restaurant in Ducktown, Tennessee 
where Bishop Phillips, our tour guide, gave a lecture on 
the church’s history and development in the mid- and late 
1800’s. Next stop was Turtletown where we visited the site 
of R. G. Spurling’s grave and his old home-place. From 

there we traveled on to the beautiful 216 acre biblical theme 
park known as “Fields of the Wood.” This site was where 
A.J. Tomlinson joined the Holiness Church at Camp Creek 
on June 13, 1903.  The church was set in order in the home 
of W. F. Bryant in May 1902, who was then a lay leader of 
the holiness movement in the Camp Creek area.  
         During a special service on Prayer Mountain in the 
Fields of the Wood, Sister Faye Bouknight, a student of the 
school this year, joined the church by covenant.  The next 
stop on the tour was near Barney Creek, in the home of Ed 
and Mary Etta Hawk. They provided a delicious meal. They 
have made their cottage home a retreat center for Christian 
groups. After the meal we met in the chapel for a time 
of praise and worship. The Holy Ghost fell and all were 
blessed; and many were prayed over for special needs to be 
met. Such a wonderful blessing was felt by all. 
        The last place that was visited was Barney Creek, 
where R. G. Spurling and his father set in order the original 
Christian Union congregation on August 19, 1886. As 
always the Church History Tour was a great blessing.
 This year will be a year to remember, especially 
in regard to the sound doctrine taught by the School of 
Ministry’s anointed instructors. The 2015 student body 
went forth after graduation with the goal of living out the 
theme, “Growing In Knowledge,” and with the following 
scripture written in their hearts and minds: “Hold fast the 
form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith 
and love which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 1:13).
  
                                                            Pam Jones, reporter

The function of the church is plain in 
Jesus’ teaching---“As My Father has sent 
Me, even so send I you” (John 20:21). 
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever that I have commanded you” 
(Matthew 28:19).

     WHP
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when he received a revelation of the Bible church on the 
mountain behind Bryant’s cabin, and then descended the 
mountain and joined the church on that historic day.    
 Less than a mile west of Fields of the Wood is the 
cottage home where the First Assembly was held in January 
1906. (This cottage was owned by two of the church’s 
members---J. C. and Mellissa [Shearer] Murphy). This 
house and property was purchased by the church in 1941 
to memorialize the institution of the General Assembly: for 
the first General Assembly marked the restoration of the 
church’s apostolic form of government (Isaiah 2:2-3; 9:6-7; 
Acts 15-16:5).                 
 Down the road a little farther (about one-fourth of a 
mile) are the markers memorializing the outpouring of the 
Spirit at Camp Creek and vicinity in 1896-1901, including 
a large painting (about the size of a billboard) of the 
Shearer schoolhouse on the site where it stood in the 1890s 
(a great Spirit-baptized revival took place here in 1896-
1897), and another marker made of beautiful white marble 
across from the road from this marker. Here the revival 
continued in a make-shift log house after the saints had 
been refused further use of the Shearer schoolhouse. These 
markers also recall the severe persecutions that the Spirit-
baptized saints endured between 1896-1902 at the hands of 
common churchmen and community leaders in the region.  
 Going on west from these sites and then turning 
north on Hwy. 68 for about 10 miles, the tour then covers 
the sites connected with the original Christian Union church 
set in order by R. G. Spurling and his father on August 19, 
1886 at Barney Creek. (This small creek flows east about 
a mile and empties into Coker Creek, which in turn flows 
south and empties into the great Hiwassee River). Several 
other sites connected with Spurling’s ministry in this area 
between 1884-1886 are visited and lectures are given 
explaining their significance in regard to the restoration and 
development of the Lord’s Zion in history and prophecy, 
including the old Methodist church site where Spurling 
“took refuge” in 1884-1886, and the holiness revival in 
1895 that was ignited through the efforts of Billy Martin, 
Joe Tipton, Milton McNabb, Billy Hamby, et al.                
 As mentioned above, included on the tour is a 
visit to the rustic cottage home of Ed and Mary Etta Hawk 
who each year prepare a bountiful and delicious meal for 
the staff and students. Ed and Mary Etta live near Barney 
Creek and operate a retreat for Christian groups. In addition 
to the meal, they provide a chapel that seats about 65-70 
persons and is suitable for lectures and worship services. 
On the way back to Cleveland, the tour (on occasion when 
time allows) stops at Turtletown to visit the site of R. G. 

          This was the eighth year in a row that the School of 
Ministry sponsored the Church History Tour. Narrated and 
guided by the Presiding Bishop, the tour traces the steps 
of our illustrious pioneers in the Church of God in the late 
nineteenth- and early twentieth century. 
          The tour each year varies somewhat, because it is 
impossible to cover all of the sites in one day. Thus, each 
year the tour covers a specific number of sites; so that 
during the students’ three years in the School of Ministry all 
of the sites are visited. This plan thus gives the students a 
comprehensive view of the origins and early development of 
the church in the late nineteenth- and early twentieth century. 
         This year Lynn Jones, a prominent member of the 
Cleveland church, arranged for the students and staff to travel 
in a modern commercial bus. This luxurious coach was much 
appreciated; however, the coach was so large that the tour 
had to be rearranged because the bus could not navigate its 
way on some of the narrow trails and out-of-the-way roads.  
        During the meeting at Ed and Mary Etta Hawk’s 
retreat center near Barney Creek, the Spirit was poured 
out upon the students and School of Ministry staff in the 
chapel service following a wonderful dinner. It was indeed 
a great refreshing from the presence of the Lord. Many 
were especially blessed and lifted up---and some received 
special guidance in regard to their ministries. 
 There are basically three routes on the history 
tour, which include visits to the most important sites 
where special events took place in the church’s early 
history, including Culberson, North Carolina where 
Tomlinson established an orphanage and children’s 
home and a mission in 1900 proclaiming radical 
holiness. His ministry there prepared him and the 
Church of God for the special events that were to follow. 
 Fourteen miles west of Culberson in the same 
county---Cherokee---Tomlinson joined the Holiness Church 
at Camp Creek on June 13, 1903. (This church served as 
a bridge between Spurling’s Christian Union organization 
established in August 1886 in Monroe County, Tennessee 
and the establishment of the church in Cleveland, Tennessee 
in October 1906). The church was established in the home 
of W. F. Bryant, who was the lay leader of the holiness 
movement in the area, and most prominent member of the 
Holiness Church at Camp Creek when it was organized by 
Spurling on May 15, 1902. This site was later memorialized 
and today the 216 acre biblical theme park is known as 
“Fields of the Wood.” This unusual name is taken from 
Psalm 132:4-6, for it was believed by Tomlinson and his 
followers that he had fulfilled several biblical prophecies 
(including Isaiah 25:6-7; 60:1-3; Jeremiah 30:21; et al.) 

Church History Tour
68 Participated
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Spurling’s grave and his old home-place. The tour takes in 
the day, leaving the International Ministries Center about 
9:00 a.m. and returning to Cleveland about 6:00 p.m.   

   
 Other tours are being planned for the sites in and 
about Cleveland connected with the church’s history and 
development between 1899 and 1975. The first one is set 
for next year in the School of Ministry (May 2016). It will 
be enhanced with historical video footage and narrative by 
the Presiding Bishop.   



14

Report on the Rialto School

14

Our 2015 School of Ministry for Southern California was held on April 11-17 at the Rialto church. We 
had a total of 45 registered students. Our staff consisted of the following: Teachers: Bishop Wade H. Phillips, 
Bishop Sullivan and Sister Wanda Busbee. Kitchen Staff: Neto Ramirez, Lupe Jaramillo, Limpy Colunga 
and Becky Adame The Lord blessed us greatly with solid, interesting and edifying lessons each day, and a 
delicious meal every evening provided by our local churches in the region. It was a great blessing to have our 
Presiding Bishop, as one of our teachers again this year, and also a special blessing having Brother Sullivan, 
our new International Director of the School of Ministry teaching us also. The students really enjoyed their 
Greek class taught by Sister Wanda  Busbee, and agreed to try hard to retain what was presented. We had 
a total of five students who graduated. The Lord blessed us with a beautiful graduating ceremony. Brother 
Eswin De Leon, from the Van Nuys church, was our Valedictorian. We give God all the honor and glory for 
what was done in our 2015 S.O.M.!

                                 Norie Garavito, reporter
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“Let Us Draw Near”
Continued from page 5

have spent time in secret prayer will be rewarded openly 
(Matthew 6:6). Deep intimacy won’t be discovered by little 
prayers. You won’t discover the glory of God if your 
prayer life consists of asking God to bless your food. You 
must enter your prayer closet---and pray without ceasing.  
Your prayers to know God must be persistent.  You must 
ask and keep asking. You must seek and keep seeking. You 
must knock and keep knocking until God answers your 
prayer to see His glory.  
          In Isaiah 64:1, the prophet prayed, “Oh that thou 
wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, 
that the mountains might flow down at thy presence . . .” He 
longed for the glory of the Lord. In verse 7, he explains why 
it hadn’t happened as yet: “ . . . there is none that calleth 
upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee 
. . .” If we are going to see God’s glory, we must stir up 
ourselves to take hold of God.  James said, “The effectual, 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much…” (James 
5:16). He uses Elijah as an example stressing that he was 
“a man subject to like passions with us” (v. 17). How did 
an ordinary man experience such manifestations from God?  
He knew how to pray!  
 Elisha saw the anointing on Elijah and he wanted 
to experience it himself.  He wasn’t satisfied with an 
ordinary portion, so he asked for a double portion.  We need 
men and women who are not satisfied with what others 
have experienced. In fact, it is certain; you will never do 
extraordinary things by striving to be ordinary. You must 
strive to know God in a way few have ever known him. 
Respect men but don’t limit yourself or measure yourself 
by others. Every good father wants their son to excel them. 
They don’t compete with them but they cheer for them. In 
Zion, we need men and women to excel what any of us 
have ever been.  We encourage you, “Draw nigh to God.”  
           Too many have adopted an Old Covenant way of 
serving God. They want a “Moses” to climb to the top of the 
mountain, get to know God, and come back and tell them 
what God is like. They depend on their pastor, overseer, 
mother, or father to climb the mountain and tell them about 
God. But under the New Covenant we are all called to the 
top of the mountain to know Him.  Hebrews 8:11 says, 
“And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and 
every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall 
know me, from the least to the greatest.” Under the New 
Covenant, no man’s knowledge of God should be second 
hand information. Every person must know God!  Every 
man and woman must climb the mountain!   Every man 
must go beyond the veil! Don’t be satisfied until you are 
living in the cloud of God’s glory.  Take ownership of 
your relationship with God. Set your sights to climb the 
mountain. Determine to know the God who was beyond the 
veil. Draw nigh to God and He will draw nigh unto you! 

        What would we do without Sister Marie, our little 
“Baptist sister” who kept all of us in line; and the church 
history tour could not have happened without her.
 Sister Phillips, thank you for just being you. Your 
hospitality, love, compassion, and humbleness have been 
felt by all. We love you
 Brother Scott Neal, also known as the “time 
keeper” and “coat puller.” Thanks for waking us up and 
setting the tone for the day.  Each morning the service was 
a time of praise and worship and such joy was felt by all as 
we started the classes. I was truly blessed
 Last, I want to thank Brother Bruce Sullivan, the 
principal and an instructor in the School of Ministry. But 
I must tell that Brother Sullivan did not start out on his 
journey as a great instructor as we now know him to be: for 
He was once known as “Wiesel.” So Brother Wiesel, our 
leader, we love you.    My, how far the Lord has brought 
you, my brother. 
 Seriously, the Word that was shared and taught by 
Brother Sullivan was invaluable. I was hungry and God 
fed me. Each class starting with the prayer from Ephesians 
1:17-19: “ That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of him: the eyes of your 
understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what 
is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory 
of his inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according 
to the working of his mighty power.”
 This prayer is now written in the front of my Bible; 
for this has become my prayer when it is time to search the 
Scriptures. I want to be enlightened, and to find the riches 
of the glory of the inheritance, and to discover the greatness 
of His power. 
 The teaching that I received in the School of 
Ministry has definitely enlightened me.  I have found 
riches in God’s Word that I never knew was there. The 
understanding I received has filled me up and I am ready to 
pour it out to others.   
 So, I go forward from here with more understanding 
of God’s Word; with a stirring in my heart to do all I can 
for the glory of the Lord; to build the Kingdom of God, and 
God’s Zion, His ekklesia, the ekklesia tou theou.

Salutatory Address
Continued from page 7

“But speak thou the things which become 
sound doctrine. That the aged men be sober, grave, 
temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience...
Young men likewise exhort to be sober minded”
                                                      (Titus 2:1,2,6).
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