
July 2016

“And you shall teach [My Words] to your children, speaking of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up” Deut. ll:19. 
     

Child
ren’s Day Observed World-Wide 

Nigeria

Anaheim, California, USA

 South Africa



Editorials . . .
    

13th Annual Assembly 
Just Around the Corner!

          By the time our readers receive this issue of the Voice of Zion, there will be less than ten weeks until the gavel 
comes down and the 13th Annual Assembly is declared open for business. We look forward with great anticipation 
to this important and exciting event---to worship together from all over the world; to hear exciting reports from the 
overseers of the nations; to be lifted up by inspirational preaching and teaching; to have our prophetic vision expanded; 
and to fellowship in God’s love with all of our brothers and sisters in Zion from around the world.
          To help us prepare for this great conclave, and to make it the glorious and powerful meeting that it should be (see 
Gen 28.17; Acts 4. 31-32; 15.1-16.5), we must pray and consecrate ourselves to the Lord. Oh, to hear from God---to 
see His mighty hand at work; to quake under His mighty power; to see visions; to dream dreams; to experience through 
the Holy Ghost the “powers of the world to come”; to “taste of the heavenly gift and good Word of God”; and to “sit in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus!”     

Assembly Prayer Day

        We have, accordingly, designated August 14th as Assembly Prayer Day. On this day we are asking our pastors and 
mission directors to set aside time for our churches and missions to seek God together in concert prayer for mighty 
outpourings of God’s power to shower us in this Assembly; and that the preachers, singers and program directors will 
be especially anointed to proclaim the Word of God and to inspire our people with visions of prophetic victories that 
lie just ahead for Zion!       
          It will take, of course, more than a few moments of prayer on a single day to see our expectations realized. We are 
therefore encouraging our people to pray every day, and often, and to respond in faith and obedience when God speaks 
back to us. In other words, let us do whatever it takes to consecrate ourselves for this great annual meeting: so that all 
of us will be “vessels of honor, sanctified and meet for the Master’s use!”  

Assembly Dates and Location
          The 13th Annual Assembly will be held September 6-11, 2016 at the United Christian Church located at 2200 
Peerless Road in Cleveland, Tennessee. This will be the 7th time the Assembly has been held in this facility. 
 The Assembly program will open officially at 7.00 pm on Tuesday evening. The Pre-Assembly Annual Minister’s 
Meeting will convene in the International Ministries Center at 9.00 am. This will be followed by the annual Ministers’ 
and Companions’ luncheon at 12:30. The luncheon will be held this year in the Cafeteria of United Christian Church. 

    “And the Lord added to the church daily
 those who were being saved” (Acts 2.47, NKJV).

          It is true that the Lord adds to the church, but He does so instrumentally through His church. Similarly, He makes 
of two one flesh in marriage, but He does not perform the marriage, rather some duly appointed authority does. So also 
God saves, but the church baptizes; God sanctifies, but the church administers the bread and wine; etc. Thus the apostle 
Paul says to the church at Corinth, “I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin 
to Christ (2 Cor. 11.2); and the prophet: “As a young man marries a virgin, so shall Your sons marry You: and as the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you“ (Isa. 62.5, NKJV).       
  We are always delighted to get reports of our ministers receiving into the fellowship of the church new members. And 
we have noticed recently that many local churches in several states and nations have had increases. To God be all the glory! 

Wade H. Phillips
Presiding Bishop
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“You expected much, but see, it turned out 
to be little. What you brought home, I blew 
away. Why?” declares the LORD Almighty. 
“Because of my house, which remains a ruin, 
while each of you is busy with his own house.”
                                                   (Haggai 1:9 )
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Abundant Harvest But Not Enough Laborers
Bruce Sullivan 

Note: This message was preached at the Opening Service 
of the School of Ministry in Cleveland on May 11, 2016 

 The picture Jesus is painting in this scripture is one 
of fields ripe for harvest but without enough laborers to 
reap the crops.  To a farmer, this is a very serious situation.  
All of his labor is geared toward the harvest.  He doesn’t 
plant simply to plant.  He doesn’t water, weed, and fertilize 
his fields for the fun of it.  All his efforts lead to the reaping 
of his crops.  If he doesn’t harvest, all his labors have been 
in vain. This is the scenario that Jesus is depicting in this 
passage. The farmer had done everything right up to the 
time of harvest; in fact, the crops were “plenteous.” Yet the 
laborers needed to reap the harvest were not enough. And 
if he couldn’t find a sufficient enough of workers, the crops 
would die and rot in the fields: and all his effort would have 
been for naught.  
 In this illustration, the crops represent those who are 
unsaved but are ready to hear the Gospel. The Holy Spirit 
prepares souls to be saved, but men must tell them how to 
be saved.  Paul says “we are laborers together with God.”  
One plants the word, another waters the word, another 
harvests the souls: but God gives the increase. It is the 
Gospel that produces life; but in His divine design, God has 
called men to deliver the Gospel message.  Paul explained 
that people are saved “by grace through faith” (Eph. 2:8), 
yet in another place he asks, “How shall they believe in 
him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear 
without a preacher?” (Rom. 10:14). Again, he emphasizes, 
“faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God” 
(Rom. 10:17). In other words, people are saved by faith in 
the Word of God but someone must preach to them that 
Word. Someone must tell the world---all the world---that 
salvation has come! Therefore, God has designed His plan 
to be fulfilled by a cooperative effort between Himself and 
His church.  We must work together with God to harvest 
souls (1 Cor. 3:9).  
 God has tasked us with this mission: “Go ye into 
all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mk. 
16:15).  It is our job to tell men how to be saved. Angels 

have not been assigned this task. God’s means of sharing 
the Gospel with men is other men. Those who have been 
lost must share the Gospel with those who are still lost.  
We see this clearly in Acts 10, when the angel appeared to 
Cornelius and told him to “Send men to Joppa” to summon 
Simon Peter who would in turn tell him“words whereby [he 
and his] house [would] be saved” (Acts 11:13-14). Why 
didn’t the angel simply tell Cornelius how to be saved?  
Why did he tell him to send for Peter? Because it isn’t the 
job of angels to tell men how to be saved. It is the church’s 
job. Jesus said in another place, “Lift up your eyes and see, 
the fields are white already to harvest” (Jn. 4:35). There 
are souls who right now are ready to be saved. They simply 
need someone to tell them and show them the way. What 
could be so important to prevent us from reaching out to  
save a soul that is bound for Hell?  As Paul said, we must 
be willing to “spend and be spent” (2 Cor. 12:15) in order 
to deliver this message to the world---before it’s too late!  
 The harvest is plenteous but the laborers are few.  
The fields are white.  Time is running out!  The Day of 
Judgment is drawing near. That Day is inevitable but it 
is not here yet! While it is day, therefore, we must work 
the works of Him that sent us into the fields for “the night 
cometh when no man can work” (Jn. 9:4).  The night is the 
Day of Judgment for sinners. Their eternal night is coming 
in which there is no hope. However, we are still in the 
Day of Grace and Salvation. Therefore, we must race to 
the nations! “Now is the accepted time. Today is the day of 
salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2).  
 Men take for granted that it will always be this way. 
But it won’t be!  One day soon an angel will declare “Time 
is no more” (Rev. 10:6). The opportunity to be saved from 
wrath and hell and to enter God’s eternal Kingdom will be 
over. In that day, the righteous will forever be righteous and 
the unrighteous will forever be unrighteous---and damned 
to hell!  
 We can see this “limited time offer” demonstrated 

But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and 
were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly 
is plenteous, but the labourers are few; Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest. 1 And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power 
against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.  
(Mt 9:36-10:1)
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in the account of Noah and the flood. Noah was a preacher 
of righteousness who for many years warned people of 
the coming judgment of God.  He was trying to save his 
generation, but one day the offer of salvation ended. The 
Day of Judgment arrived.  Noah entered into the ark and 
God shut the door! That door was a physical door, but it 
symbolized the opportunity to be saved. God shut the door! 
God withdrew the opportunity to be saved. Jesus warned, 
“As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be [in the end].”
Men will be going about their day by day business when 
sudden destruction will come. The Day of Salvation will 
end and God will shut the door to His Kingdom---forever!  
Jesus warned, saying many will come knocking on the door 
after it’s too late: for the Master of the House will have 
risen up and shut the door (Lk. 13:25).
 I know men and women who are on the wrong side 
of the door---outside the ark of salvation. They are outside 
of eternal safety---outside the Kingdom of God. Those on 
the outside are not nameless, faceless people; they are our 
families and friends. Thankfully, the door has not yet been 
shut. But we must hurry to win them at all costs: for soon 
the door will be shut.  In many cases a prophet is not without 
honor except among his own family and friends. People 
often won’t listen to one within their own family circle who 
try to talk to them about Christ.  In those situations, we 
need laborers to whom our family members will listen. I 
have a son who needs someone to lead him to Christ.  He 
needs mercy from God and God’s people.  He works at a 
“Call Center” with hundreds of people.  I was wondering 
the other day, “Isn’t there someone at that call center who 
can influence my son to come to Christ?”  There are others 
here tonight who probably have asked that same question. 
“Isn’t there someone who works with, or goes to school 
with my loved ones whom God can use to reach them?” 
But there’s another problem: there are comparatively fewer 
true believers in the world today. This means there are 
fewer laborers for the ever-increasing harvest. We need 
some genuine believers who know God and are passionate 
about telling others.  Our family members are those “white 
unto harvest,” and we need laborers to speak to them about 
Christ.  Pray the Lord of the harvest to send laborers!  
 Many years ago I was preaching a youth camp 
service.  Afterward I was praying at the altar with a young 
man who happened to be the son of a man who had been  
my pastor when I was eleven years old. His dad had been 
influential in leading me to the deeper things of Christ.  
After the altar service, the pastor came to the podium 
(he happened to be there for the Youth Camp service that 
night). In addressing the crowd he said, “I never imagined 
when I was praying for that eleven-year-old boy many 
years ago, that he would be praying with my son in the 
altar to be saved.”  Brothers and sisters, the soul you are 
reaching today may be the laborer who harvests your family 
members tomorrow!  The soul you help to rescue may be 

instrumental in rescuing your family and friends. 
 As the old song says, “Souls are crying, men 
are dying, we must win the lost at any cost!” Paul said, 
“I became all things to all men that I by all means might 
save some” (1 Cor. 9:22).  Whether it is through personal 
evangelism, mass evangelism, missionary work, media 
ministries, drama ministries, music ministries, do what you 
can for God to save someone!  No matter the method, God 
uses men who are filled with the Spirit and the knowledge 
of the Gospel to reach other men.  
 Therefore, we must have our “feet shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace” (Eph. 6:15) and “ready 
always to give an answer to any man that may ask us the 
reason we have for the hope of eternal life” (1 Pet. 3:15).  
 We are here in the School of Ministry to prepare 
ourselves to be laborers for God, or else better laborers for 
God. Our harvesting tool is the Word of God.  We must 
become experts in the Word of God.  We aren’t simply here 
to learn more for our own benefit but we are here to learn 
more for the purpose of telling others. We must fill our 
treasure bags with the knowledge of the Word of God so 
the Holy Spirit can bring it to our remembrance in the fields 
while harvesting souls.  
 We must be consumed with the Gospel mission.  
Paul said, “I know no man after the flesh any longer” (2 
Cor. 5:16).  Everywhere Paul looked, he saw immortal 
souls.  When he went to Athens his spirit was stirred when 
he saw a whole city headed for eternity---for hell---without 
God. We can know no man after the flesh any longer. 
Everywhere we look we must not see men but souls. We 
must be stirred as we see the lost. As much as we enjoy 
these schools and the times of fellowship and refreshing, 
we cannot stay here. God needs us in the field. Over 100 
years ago a man named Charles Studd was preparing to 
go to China to serve as a missionary.  As he prepared to 
leave he penned these words: “Some want to live within the 
sound of church or chapel bell; I want to run a rescue shop 
within a yard of hell.”  We can’t stay within the sound of 
church or chapel bells, rather we must go and rescue souls 
from hell. There is no greater cause than rescuing souls 
from the judgment of God’s eternal wrath. Mr. Studd thus 
also wrote the famous poetic line: “Only one life so soon 
twill be passed, only what you do for Christ will last.”  
 Don’t be distracted!  Be about the Father’s business!  
Be about the Kingdom’s work!  Go into the highways and 
hedges and compel as many as will to come into God’s 
Kingdom!  We must prepare ourselves until we drip with 
anointing and our words are like flames of fire---and then 
we must go!  One day the sinners will wail and gnash their 
teeth bemoaning the fact, “The harvest is past, the summer 
is ended and we are not saved” (Jer. 8:20). Thankfully, at 
this moment the summer is not ended!  It’s not too late!  Let 
us go to the harvest fields!  We have heard the Macedonian 
call in our day---Send the light, Send the light!  
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   The first Sunday in June was set aside 
for Children’s Day. 

 The theme was: “Team Zion.”
Ph. 4:13

T: 
Truth

E:
 Evangelism

 A:
 Action

 M: 
Motivation 

Z
I
O
N

Goshen,  IN

 We had a great day with our kids. They learned what it means to be a part of 
God’s team to accomplish great things for the Lord. The message was based around 
Exodus 17:11-12, showing how helpers in the church had held up the hands of Moses so 
God’s will could be fulfilled. We need to strengthen one another in the church, so that 
together we can win the fight against Satan. At the conclusion of Children’s Day, all of 
the children said that they wanted to be on the winning side---God’s victorious team! 

                                                                                            ---Kari Snyder, reporter

 The Chestnut Hill church celebrated Children’s Day. We had 22 children cheering on Team 
Zion.  It was a great day that included lunch and recreation after the worship service.    
                 
                                                                                                          ---Kara Spicer- reporter

 The Chestnut Hill church celebrated Children’s Day. We had 22 children cheering on Team  The Chestnut Hill church celebrated Children’s Day. We had 22 children cheering on Team 

Chestnut Hill, TN
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 Praise the Lord for a great kid’s day in Mobile! A total of 23 kids attended. Janie Clary organized a great demonstration 
on how to teach our children to play for the winning team! The whole church came together in a great effort that included 
a water slide, food, and games. A snow cone machine and a cotton candy machine also thrilled the children. This event 
introduced two new families to church. God is doing great things and utilizing the Children’s Ministry to win souls for Team 
Zion!

           ---Courtney Fields, reporter
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Mobile, ALMobile, AL

 Children’s Day was observed on June 5, 2016 in our church in Greenville. There were 28 youth and children under 
the age of nineteen present for this special celebration. Cindy George presented a Bible story about the prophet Elisha and 
the chariots of fire. She explained that God’s Team always wins but we must make the decision to become a part of His 
team. She also led them in a round of exciting cheers for Jesus. Becky Land directed a youth and children’s choir which sang 
praises to the name of Jesus. We completed the day with a meal together in the fellowship hall. 

                        ---Cheryl McDonald, reporter

Mobile, ALMobile, AL

Mobile, AL

Greenville, SC
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 This year we invited a Christian group called “Las Ardillitas Cristianas” (“The Christian Chipmunks”) to celebrate 
our Children’s Day. They brought games and songs for the kid’s to play and sing along. They also preached to the kids while 
in costume about God’s love and why He died on the cross. Following the message, the kids came to the altar accompanied 
by their parents to pray and experience the presence of God.         
                                                                                                                                     ---Eric Avila, reporter

What a wonderful time we had on Children’s Day! It was such a blessing to see our children growing 
in Jesus. “Team Zion” was a great theme that inspired them to worship and take part in an energetic way. They 
had a special breakfast  together, sang songs, read scriptures, received awards, and did cheers lifting up the name 
of Jesus. The children laughed and enjoyed a skit directed by the Staff. The day ended with a special worship 
service and a picnic at a local park. Thank the Lord for the opportunity to devote a day to Children’s ministries.

                      ---Amy Gregory, reporter

Scottsville, KY

Anaheim, CA



 
 Children Day in Nigeria was held on May 29, 2016. It was hosted by the national headquarters church. Services 
were held at the two branches, namely, Olodo and Amosun. All the children jointly anchored the program and the order of 
service.
 The special day commenced with the opening prayer by Pleasant Yomi Adekunle. Some of the children served as 
the choir while Promise Yomi Adekunle and Titilayo Akinleye led the congregation in praise and worship. The Bible reading 
was given by Feyikemi Alarape. Other features included Bible recitations, memory verses, choreography and a Bible quiz. 
            The message was proclaimed by Lolade Ajayi and interpreted by Titilayo Akinleye. The topic was “CHRISTIANS 
AS LIGHT.” Bible texts were Exodus 10:21–29 and Mathew 5: 14–17. According to him, the physical light is important to 
human life. He gave the illustration of thick darkness used to punish the Egyptians for three days in their own land while the 
Israelites enjoyed light in Goshen. He further declared that just as God provided light for the children of Israel in Egypt, so 
also He has provided light for men to be saved today. This light is Jesus---especially Jesus’ light now shining out through 
His church. The speaker enumerated several examples of this fact: 

1. Noah’s family---Gen. 6:9, 12–13. He said the Bible shows that Noah and his family stood as light in a corrupt generation 
2. Daniel and his friends---Shedrack, Meshack and Abednego. These Hebrews were a great light in a strange land---Babylon: 
even to the extent that a heathen king recognized their God; seeing His mighty hand in the deliverance of His children out 
of the fiery furnace. What a witness! The king confessed: “Lo, I see four men loosed walking in the midst of the fire unhurt 
and the form of the fourth man is like that of the Son of God” (Dan.3:25).  
3. Jesus. The speaker reiterated that Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12). He declared that Jesus preached the light 
and expects us to lighten the darkness of the world in which we live. He proclaimed boldly that fornicators, murderers, 
drunkards, slanderers, traitors, boasters, the proud, and the lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God are still in the 
darkness of sin, and thus of the devil and doomed to destruction. But thankfully the Son of God was manifested to destroy 
the works of the devil! (1 John 3:8). 
 In conclusion, he said everyone in sin needs to come out of darkness into light. On the final note, he proclaimed that 
every child of God has been called to dispel the darkness and illuminate men with the light of Christ. 
 The program concluded by all offering up praise and thanksgiving to God. The benediction was said, after which 
refreshments were served to all.                                        
          ---Oyediran Tunrayo, reporter

9

Nigeria



10

We had a great day celebrating “Team Zion” in Kosciusko! Our youth led the congregation in worship, including  songs 
and cheers. Allen Thompson preached a message about what it means to be a part of a team, relating it to being a part of God’s 
church. He pointed out that Jesus is our coach, the Bible our playbook, and we are the players working together towards the same 
goal. He illustrated further we each have a special position and job to do---to accomplish the goal together. After service we 
enjoyed food and fellowship and had many fun activities outside. We had two young girls attend who admitted they did not know 
Jesus. After sharing the Gospel and the love of Christ with them, they said they were very anxious to come back and be with us 
again. We thank the Lord for what He’s doing in Kosciusko!                      

Kosciusko, MS

Mandy Thompson, reporter

10

Poor children feeding program.We have a great desire to serve the children and share the love of Christ with them.

These children are growing up in Christ.

Report given by
 Overseer of Bangledash,

Suku Ranjon Sikder

Bangledash
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Byron Harris
Shepherding Ministries Director

“A new commandment I give unto you: That ye love one another; 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.” John 13:34

 What is Shepherding Ministries? This ministry 
encourages us to follow the loving example shown by 
Christ, whose life on earth was spent nurturing and tending 
His sheep.  Jesus taught His followers a great principle in 
the parable of the Good Shepherd, who left the ninety-nine 
to go and rescue the one who had strayed (Matthew 18: 
12-14). Our Great Shepherd personally demonstrated and 
fulfilled the principle of this parable by seeking the lost 
sheep, and by loving and caring for His disciples.
 After the fall of man, Cain murdered his brother, 
Abel. God inquired of Abel’s whereabouts, to which Cain 
replied with a sarcastic question: “Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” (Gen 4:9)  Many centuries later, Jesus emphatically 
answered this question in word and deed. Ultimately He 
laid down his life for the sheep! 
 Jesus always led by example, showing concern and 
compassion through His lifestyle of teaching, healing, and 
providing for and caring for the sheep.  
 Another model for Shepherding Ministries is 
found in the story of Moses, the leader of the “church in the 
wilderness.” Overwhelmed by the seemingly endless needs 
which the people daily brought to him, Moses was advised 
by his father-in-law, Jethro, to organize the church into 
groups of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens (Exodus 
18:13-27).  He further instructed him to appoint God-fearing 
and able men who love the truth and hates covetousness, to 
lead the people and to resolve the numerous problems that 
would arise. 
 This system of organization and administration 
enabled the leaders to effectively minister to all the people, 
and afforded Moses the precious time he needed for 
intimate communion with God; which he needed in order 
to better minister to the needs of the nation.  Shepherding 

Ministries is designed on this same model, so that the 
church can be self-edified and  fulfill its universal mission 
in the world.  We should view Shepherding Ministries 
therefore as a critical part of the government and discipline 
of  the church today which was divinely instituted for the 
edification of all the members (1 Cor. 12:27-28). When fully 
operational, the pastor will appoint a leader to assist him in 
the care of the sheep, just as the presiding bishop appoints 
state and national overseers, and the overseers appoint 
pastors. The small group leaders (or under-shepherds) in 
the local churches are appointed to oversee “bands” (cells) 
of approximately ten members.  The under-shepherd should 
always encourage and instruct the members of  his/her cell 
group to support and love one another (Ephesians 4:3). 
Monthly meetings provide each cell group special time 
and opportunity to care and share with each other. This will 
enable the church to more effectively make every member 
feel needed, accepted, and loved, and to help each of them 
to “grow up” in Christ. 
  Paul compares the church to the human body 
(1 Cor. 12:12-16).  In this way be shows that each member 
of the church is dependent on the other members for strength 
and sustenance, just as all the members of the human body 
are interdependent.  This illustration shows also that every 
member is important.  How beautiful is the body of Christ 
in which the members are fitted together by “joints and 
bands” (Colossians 2:19; Ephesians 4:16), and thus move 
and cooperate in love and unity. Shepherding Ministries  
helps the church fulfill Jesus’ commandment that “ye should 
go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain” 
(John 15:16), and Paul’s goal to “present every man perfect 
in Christ Jesus” (Colossians 1:28)
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Sunday School = a strong church.” AMEN! 
 It would be irresponsible of me to end this article 
without mentioning how the Sunday School ministry 
outreach benefits the six orphanages Zion Assembly 
operates. When we reorganized the church in 2004 we 
remained committed to the caring of orphans and needy 
children. In 2008 our people agreed to give fifty-percent 
(50%) of all Sunday school offerings monthly to minister 
to these orphans and needy children. The money helps 
to provide food, shelter, and  schooling, and also meets 
various other needs. While all those things are a blessing 
in themselves, even more importantly is the fact that these 
children are being brought up in the ways of the Lord! 
Like those mentioned in the beginning of this article, many 
then invest their lives in the lives of those around them---
preaching and teaching the all things message of our Lord 
and Savior in their particular country.  
 So as you ponder on how much to give in the 
Sunday School offering each Sunday, remember your 
giving is helping to raise up future bishops, deacons, 
pastors, evangelists, teachers, missionaries, Sunday school 
teachers and worship leaders whom God will use to help 
the church fulfill the Great Commission. 
 The investment concept of this world (stock divides 
and high yield notes) will profit us very little, but when we 
invest in the lives of others the payoff is immeasurable! I 
can’t imagine a greater treasure than being part of a lost 
soul coming to Christ, and who in turn commits himself to 
the work of the church. Let us continue to be faithful to the 
work that is before us, laying up treasures in heaven where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do 
not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also (Matthew 6:20-21)
           

  

 Someone once said, “In Sunday School we invest  
our lives in the lives of others; they in turn invest their lives 
in still other lives.” As I pondered this thought, I couldn’t 
help but think of many whose lives are a testimony of that 
statement. Corey Hall and Lee Jaynes have testified of the 
impact that Sunday School had on their decision to give 
their hearts to the Lord. Both are now evangelists in the 
church, Corey also serves as a Sunday School teacher.
 Reagan Pounders (Columbus, MS church) once 
testified that the Lord prompted her heart during Sunday 
School that, as a new convert, she needed to be baptized. 
She has since joined the church and is now a Sunday School 
teacher and assists with Children’s Church and Gleaners. 
 Cecil Pounders often gives account of how he grew 
as a young convert many years ago through Sunday School. 
His memory is of a compassionate teacher who taught with 
such zeal that the Word of God became alive to those under 
the sound of his voice. Cecil has faithfully served God for 
34 years, and is serving in the church now as a deacon and 
Sunday School Superintendent.
 No doubt Zion Assembly has many more 
individuals with wonderful testimonies like the ones just 
mentioned. 
 To be sure, vibrant, evangelistic Sunday School 
ministries which passionately pursue and minister to 
individuals will change lives! And once those lives have 
been changed, they in turn will become part of a “Great 
Commission Team” committed to outreach, teaching, and 
investing in the lives of others.  The impact that is created 
is immeasurable and beneficial to the entire church. Men’s 
and Women’s Ministries are strengthened; Youth groups and  
Children’s ministry begin to grow; members become more 
mission-minded and work to promote mission offerings. A 
vibrant Sunday school ministry also promotes evangelism 
and will help to perfect and mature individuals in preparing 
for the coming of the Lord!  As one writer put it, “a strong 

Sunday School Outreach -- An Investment That Keeps on Giving

Donna Pounders
Sunday School Director
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              Lyrics to Encourage the Soul

“No tears in heaven, no sorrows given, all will be glory in that land. 
There’ll be no sadness, all will be gladness when we shall join that happy band.
No tears (in heaven fair), no tears, no tears up there; 
Sorrow and pain will all have flown. 
No tears (in heaven fair), no tears, no tears up there;
 No tears in heaven will be known.”

                  “No Tears In Heaven”

Devotional Reflections

Zachary Snyder

“And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.”  
              Revelation 21:3 

 The past few years have been some of the most trying years of my life. I have been eye-witness to my 
dad going from death’s door, then progressing slowly back to stability by the grace of God. I have witnessed 
my grandmother’s mind taken from her by a most vicious disease---Alzheimers. I’ve seen the terrible effects of 
a stroke take my great-aunt’s mind, rendering her unable to reason and communicate. I’ve seen my grandfather 
grieve over the changes in his life and his wife’s mental and physical diminishing health.  I’ve also conducted the 
funerals of two adopted “aunts” that I miss terribly. 
 To say that some days have been filled with tears and sorrow would be a understatement. I 
have to be frank and admit that I’ve had times when a song of joy was the last thing on my mind or 
lips. However, when the situations would bring me to my knees in prayer, and I would cry out in my 
anguish and confusion, the Lord always confirmed this simple truth to my spirit---”No tears in heaven.”
 The short expanse of time between eternity past and eternity future that we call life isn’t always filled 
with happiness and prosperity as some would have you to believe! Yet we are told that if we do endure and 
persevere to the end we will receive our reward (Matthew 24:13). Friend, if tears have filled your eyes today 
and sorrow and despair have filled your way, remember we serve a God who is faithful---One who has promised 
to wipe every tear from every eye. As David declared, “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning (Psalm 30:5)!” I would say this is why Mr. Arnold wrote as a closing verse to his song: “Some morning 
yonder we’ll cease to ponder ore’ things this life has bro’t to view. All will be clearer, loved ones be dearer, in 
heav’n where all will be made new.”

   

Until the next time, keep singing the Gospel!

 “No Tears In Heaven”
* Words and Music by Robert S. Arnold
1935 by Stamps Baxter Music Company
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         Another daughter of Zion has gone to Heaven.  
Josefa “Frances” [Ramirez] Contreras (1938-2016) was a 
faithful member of the church in Rialto, California. She 
was the natural sister of “Neto”, “Josie”, “Norie”, Robert, 
“Zeke”, “Lupe”, and “Danny”, all of whom are members of 
Zion Assembly in southern California. (Note: though Josie 
is a member of another religious organization, she has been 
especially supportive of our work in Zion Assembly).        
       More than 200 friends and family members attended 
Frances’ funeral from all over California and other states, 
including several pastors and ministers from other 
religious organizations. Her brother Danny, a 
prominent minister in Zion Assembly and also 
her former pastor, officiated the services. 
 Since God called Frances home 
to Heaven during the School of Ministry 
in southern California in April, it 
allowed several of the International 
Ministry directors to attend and 
participate in the funeral, including the 
Presiding Bishop, Wade H. Phillips; 
World Mission Secretary, Scott E. 
Neill; Overseer of the United States, 
L.W. Carter; and School of Ministry 
Superintendent, Bruce Sullivan. Class 
instructors, Wanda K. Busbee and Donna 
Pounders also attended. 
 A theme that ran through the joyous 
celebration of Frances’ life was the “Grace of God.” 
It was acknowledged by all who participated and spoke in 
her behalf, that Frances’ conversion was miraculous, and 
that her life in Christ was a day by day testimony of  God’s 
power to transform sinners into saints! 
 It was appropriate then for the Presiding Bishop to 
title his sermon, “The Triumph of Grace.”  He took for 
his primary text a scriptural thought first applied to the 
patriarch Noah in a day when God judged the earth and 
poured out His wrath. He drew attention to the fact that the 
destruction of all flesh had come before the Lord; But Noah 
found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”---and thus through 
Noah and his family the Lord replenished the earth and 
spared the fallen race of humanity, anticipating the coming 
of our glorious Redeemer! 
 Brother Phillips pointed out that God’s grace 
was magnified first in Frances’ life through His great 
longsuffering; for she had lived the first half of her life 

in spiritual darkness and in rebellion against God’s call to 
repentance and holiness of life. But the Lord was patient 
and gentle with her and continued to call and guide her 
until she was redeemed and reconciled to Him. Under 
deep conviction, she recalled the grace that she had seen 
upon her father and mother, and in the lives of her natural 
brothers and sisters who had given their hearts to the Lord. 
And she remembered the scenes of glory in her childhood 
experiences in her church at Riverside, where the saints of 
God at one time had shouted and praised God and danced 

in the Spirit! It was then that she bowed in repentance 
and gave her heart to the Lord---being immersed 

into the Fountain of Redeeming Grace!   
 Second, God’s grace was magnified in His 

subsequent work of sanctifying power. 
Through faith, Frances was crucified 
with Christ and delivered from the 
“old man”---the old sinful nature---
which had troubled and defeated her 
so often in her struggle to serve God. 
Included in Satan’s deadly grip on her 
life was a powerful addiction to drugs. 
Indeed, she freely admitted that she 

had been bound in a prison of carnality, 
unable to free herself from the chains of 

fleshly desires that continued to rob her 
of perfect peace and holiness, and which in 

turn had prevented her from being formed more 
perfectly in the image of Christ. She thus emerged 

from that second trip to the Fountain of Grace glistening 
in the glory and whiteness of God’s purging fire! She was 
able then to declare with the apostle Paul in answer to the 
rhetorical question, “Who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death?” “I thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.”
 Finally, God’s grace was magnified in Frances’ 
life through His sustaining grace. After her new birth and 
sanctification experiences, she served the Lord faithfully 
for thirty-two years. In 2005 she united with Zion Assembly 
and remained faithful until the Lord called her home on 
April 16, 2016. Frances’ coffin was borne to the gravesite 
by several of her children and grandchildren, her body being 
laid to rest in its intermediate state in Hermosa Gardens 
Cemetery in Colton, California, there to await the glorious 
day of the first resurrection when the “dead in Christ shall 
rise first!”         
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 The following poem was a fitting tribute to Frances’ life 
 

“I’M FREE”

Don’t grieve for me for now I’m free,
I’m following the path
God laid out for me.

I took His hand when I heard Him call.
I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day.
To laugh, to love, to work or play.

Tasks left undone must stay that way.
I found that peace of close of day.

If my parting left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joy,

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Ah yes these things I too will miss,

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,
I wish you the sunshine for tomorrow,

My life’s been full,
I’ve savored much,

Good friends, good times,
A loved one’s touch,

Perhaps my time seemed too brief,
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief,
Lift up your hearts and share with me,

God wanted me now, He set me free.
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