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I will also give you as a light
to the Gentiles, that you should be
My salvation
to the ends
of the earth”
(Isaiah 49:6).

Piercing the Darkness
with the Light of Christ

E�it��i�l� . . .
Reaching Out to a Lost World
“Piercing the Darkness with the Light of Christ” will be the theme for the up-coming General Assembly. The
celebrated missionary and soul-winner, David Brainerd, once said, “I care not where I live, or what hardships I go
through, so that I can but gain souls to Christ. While I am asleep I dream of these things; as soon as I awake, the first
thing I think of is this great work. All my desire is the conversion of sinners, and all my hope is in God.”
I pray for this soul-winning spirit to inflame all of our ministers and members in this last days Zion, and that it
will become the driving force to propel us forward to fulfill the mission that Christ has given to us. Precious souls all
around us are perishing in sin without a Savior. God help us to grasp the imminent danger they are in, and to realize the
urgency of our mission. If we hesitate, it may be everlastingly too late.

The Finger of God
During a season of revival at a certain church several years ago, a friend was praying for one of his sinner
neighbors. After this manner he prayed: “O Lord, touch that man with Thy finger; touch him O Lord.” The petition was
repeated with great earnestness when a voice suddenly said to him: “Thou art the finger of God! Have you ever touched
thy unconverted neighbor. Have you ever spoken a single word to him about salvation and the consequences of dying
without Christ? Go thou and touch thy neighbor friend, and thy prayer will be answered.”

Africa Bound!
D. L. Moody once met a young man on a train who was bubbling over with the prospect of going to Africa and
winning the heathen for Christ. Mr. Moody asked him a very pointed question, “How many souls have you brought to
the Lord here at home---in the United States.” After a brief pause, he answered truthfully, admitting, “I don’t know of
one soul that I have won.”
Every soul in Africa is precious, of course; but so are the more than 320 million souls here in the United States.
And it is almost certain that if one cannot win a soul to Christ here in the USA, he/she will not be any more effective
and successful in Africa or anywhere else in the world.
It is easy to romanticize mission work---to think of it as some exotic venture in a far away land. But there is
no more needy place in the world today than the United States for mission work. According to the fruit that genuine
salvation produces, we judge that there is perhaps less than five percent of Americans who are truly saved. And it is
certain that there is less interest in Christ and salvation today in the United States than at anytime in its history. It is now
a land full of spiritual darkness. In fact, this nation has become one of the most desperate mission fields in the world!
I am confident that there is a genuine revival on the horizon for this nation; but it will come only through a sincere
burden for souls, and through intercessory prayer inspired by the Spirit. Soul-winning is a work of the Spirit through a
vessel who gives himself or herself up to the Lord---through someone who is able to empathize with sinners; to get in their
skin; to become “all things to all men”; to get under the spiritual burden and consecrate oneself to God in order to “beget
children” (1 Corinthians 4:15; Philemon 10) and “travail in birth” until Christ be formed in newborn babes (Galatians 4:19).

Should We Go Uninvited?
A man asked a missionary on a certain occasion why he went to a particular country to proclaim the Gospel. “Did
they ask you to come?” “No, he answered.” “Well, why did you go uninvited?” The missionary explained it this way:
“Once, when I was in college years ago, I passed by a house and saw the curtains catch on fire because the wind had
blown them too close to the gas burner. But because the family had not invited me to warn them, and not wishing to be
intrusive and create a disturbance, I went on to my house.” “You didn’t do any such thing,” said the man. “You probably
wasted no time in crying out to them that their house was on fire.” “Certainly,” said the missionary, “just as the people
in that strange land had not invited me; but I knew their danger and their end without Christ; and so I cried out to them
to accept Christ before it is everlastingly too late!”
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“Wandering Stars”
Wade H. Phillips

2:4). In the beginning “[Satan] was perfect in his ways, till
iniquity [mysteriously] was found in him” (Ezekiel 28:15).
Like Satan, rebellious men are “wandering stars, to whom
is reserved the blackness of darkness forever” (Jude 13).
These “wandering stars” are a reference to what we call
“shooting stars.” They have no fixed place; are out of order.
Unlike the sun and moon and the planets in our Milky Way
galaxy, which are fixed in their orbits; these “wandering
stars” are without government and lawless. They symbolize
disobedience and disorder!
Sinners, born with the fallen nature inherited from
Adam, and who fail to repent, are also like “clouds without
water, carried about of winds” (v. 17), that is, they are
blown here and there. Peter says they are “clouds carried
of a tempest” (2 Peter 2:17). They lack spiritual substance!
Paul said, they are “Tossed to and fro and carried about
by every wind . . .” (Ephesians 4:14). They do not have
control of their lives; are unstable and despise the moral
government of God. They are under the power of the “old
man,” their sinful nature rules them! “They walk according
to the flesh in the lusts of uncleanness.” Concupiscence
and lasciviousness reign over their wills and affections.
They cannot stop sinning! “Their eyes are full of adultery.”
“They love the wages of sin!” “Every imagination of the
heart is only evil continually.”
Like Satan, they “roam about!” because they are
infected with the same malady---sin! They are under the
government of sin---in bondage to it! The evil principle
within them will not let them rest! And so they just wander--wander in their thoughts; wander in their lifestyles; wander
from one denomination to another; from one corrupt habit
to another; from one addiction to another; and from one
fleshly desire and passsion to another!

In that great council meeting in heaven between
God and the holy angels recorded in the opening chapter
of the book of Job, Satan comes into the midst of the
meeting apparently uninvited. In verse 7, God says to
him: “Whence cometh thou?” that is, “Where have
you been?” Satan’s answer: “From going to and fro
on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it.”
There may be several meanings implied here. One is
that Satan’s answer may be meant to be sarcastic---“You
know where I’ve been, ‘God’: for you had me cast out of
heaven, and you know I have no dwelling place. So I just
wander about looking for a place to dwell!”
Another possible implication is that it describes the
affect of sin on angels as well as on men; for the person
infected with sin tends to wander aimlessly through life. Take
away the object of heaven and spiritual life in Christ in this
present world, and all that is left is a superficial existence.
Sinners at best set goals that have no profound meaning. Thus
says the apostle, “If in this life only we have hope, we are
above all people more miserable”---or “most to be pitied!”
Now this is especially true of one, like Satan, who
had once been enlightened and had known the way of peace
and righteousness! In regard to both fallen men and fallen
angels, there is no true peace for the backslider. He fits in
nowhere. He does not feel at home in the church nor in the
local tavern or brothel. He is no longer in fellowship with
the saints, and the haunting knowledge of his once glorious
life in Christ prevents him from truly enjoying himself even
with other sinners.
Those who have never known the way of
righteousness, however, may find some pretense of peace
and happiness in a superficial existence---and even “enjoy
the pleasures of sin for a season!” For they have been
blinded and deceived from the womb, and know not their
end. It has been said that “ignorance is bliss!” So in their
blindness and confusion, sinners live under the delusion of
a false hope; preoccuping themselves with careers, jobs,
carnal ambitions, and temporal pleasures: which end finally
in sorrow and judgment! Because they are spiritually dull
and dead in sin, they have no sober consciousness of eternal
damnation---no spiritual insight that destruction lies ahead
of them! So they go “straightway, as the ox to the slaughter,
or a fool to the correction of the stocks” (Proverbs 7:22).
Certainly we can see that Satan is a restless wanderer.
The apostle says, he “fell from his first estate” (2 Peter

“The wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot
rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is no
rest [or peace] . . . to the wicked!” (Isaiah 57:20-21).
Again, the wicked are like “raging waves of the sea, foaming
out their own shame” (Jude 13)---whose their God is their
belly . . . who mind earthly things” (Philippians 3:19).
Solomon wrote, “Enter not into the path of the
wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not
by it, turn from it, and pass away. For [the wicked] sleep
not, except they have done mischief; and their sleep is taken
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away unless they cause some to fail . . . Their way is darkness,
they know not at what they stumble” (Proverbs 4:14-21).

Sioux chief that fought with Custer in the battle of the Little
Big Horn, is reported to have said, “The white man does
not know where the center of the earth is!” Sinners have no
place in God; and sin causes them to be disoriented even
Sin transformed Lucifer---the “bright one”---into
in this present world. They have not discovered the Rock
Satan “the dark one.” Lucifer had not always been the
of life, and therefore are restless and spiritually unsettled!
devil; he had not always been “the accuser of the brethren,”
Like Satan, they just go “to and fro and up and down on the
“the liar,” “the tempter,” “our adversary.” His rebellion
earth.” Their spirits just wander; they are like a tree with no
against God, his resistance to the authority of God, changed
roots; clouds with no water!
him---transformed him into the world’s first sinner; his
In disobedience there is no rest! God’s backslidden
disobedience and rebellion mutated his original beauty and
people once cried out, “We labor and have no rest!” No,
holiness into despicable ugliness and moral and spiritual
there is only real lasting peace in the Lord
filthiness. Once clothed in glorious light, his brightness
It is true that the wicked may prosper materially for
was turned into darkness, and his loveliness into vileness.
a moment; yet says the prophet: [In] a little while . . . the
Created in peace, he became violent; created in holiness, he
wicked shall be no more . . . You will look carefully for his
became corrupt; created good, he became evil!
place [in the world] but
So it is true
it shall be no more; But
also
with
sinful
“
We
have
a
saying
for
people
who
are
walking
aimlessly
the meek shall inherit
men. Like demons,
sinners and lukewarm through life: we say they are ‘lost!’ The prophet Jeremiah the earth; and shall
“Christians”
roam said, they have forgotten their ‘resting place.’ They may delight himself in the
abundance of peace!”
about aimlessly; they
know
where
they
are
geographically,
but
they
don’t
know
(Psalm 29: 9-11). And
have no anchor, no
Rock under them. where they are spiritually. Sitting Bull, the great Sioux this peace and rest is
Listen to Jesus: “When chief that fought with Custer in the battle of the Little both now and forever!”
an unclean spirit goes Big Horn, is reported to have said, ‘The white man does Again the Psalmist says,
“I was brought low,
out of a man, he walks
not know where the center of the earth is!’ Sinners have [but] the Lord saved
through dry places,
seeking rest; and no place in God; and sin causes them to be disoriented me. Return to your rest,
finds none” (Matthew even in this present world. They have not discovered the O my soul. For the Lord
12:43; Luke 11:24). Rock of life, and therefore are restless and spiritually has dealt bountifully
with you.” “For You
The wise man wrote of
unsettled!
Like
Satan,
they
just
go
‘to
and
fro
and
up
have delivered my soul
the sinner, “whether
the fool rages or and down on the earth.’ Their spirits just wander; they from death. And . . .
I will walk before the
laughs, there is no are like a tree with no roots; clouds with no water!”
Lord in the land of the
peace”---no rest in his
living” (Psalm 116:6soul! (see Jeremiah
10).
6:16; 45:2-3; Lamentations 1:3; 5:5). The dry places refer
Hear the word of the Lord all you sinners and
to a desert condition---a wilderness where there is no water
all you “half-baked Ephraims”---you “cakes that are not
and refreshment. Seeking rest suggests spiritual torment
turned” (Hosea 7:8).
and psychological disturbance. You know the only place
an evil spirit can find rest is in a corrupt soul---a soul that
“Come unto Me, all you that labor and are heavy
is compatible with himself; a soul that is polluted like he
laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you
himself is. Like produces like, and misery loves company.
. . . And you shall find rest for your souls” (Matthew
Like pigs love mud and mire and a pig pen, so sinners love
11:28-29).
sin and love to wallow in it! Now observe; if the empty
house from whence the evil spirit departed does not get
filled with the Holy Ghost, it will become swept [“idle,”
God’s Church Provides
“empty”] and garnished [“adorned, decorated”] with silly
Order, Government, and Discipline
and frivolous things---the fashions of the world!
We have a saying for people who are walking
There is also stability and government and discipline
aimlessly through life: we say they are “lost!” The prophet
for God’s people in His church. The prophet declared, “For
Jeremiah said, they have forgotten their “resting place.”
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
They may know where they are geographically, but they
government shall be upon His shoulder (Isaiah 9:6); that is,
don’t know where they are spiritually. Sitting Bull, the great
the government of Christ is in His body, the church. We see
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Continued on page 15

Tommy Villers Honored
Tommy Villers, 88, a member
of the Idamay church in West Virginia,
and Zion Assembly’s oldest deacon,
was honored recently by the Veteran
Administration as one of the few
remaining World War II veterans. The VA
paid for his flight and accommodations
to Washington, D.C. Brother Villers
was escorted by his grandson, Zachary
Snyder, who serves as secretary of the
Assembly Business Committee and
pastor of the Goshen Indiana church.
(The following is Brother Snyder’s
narrative of the trip).
“On May 2, 2015, we were
to leave grandpa’s house in Metz,
West Virginia at 4:45 am. But I
heard my grandpa yell for me at about 1:15 am (I had only been asleep for about an hour). Thinking that something
might be wrong, I jumped out of bed, and found him in the living room sitting in his chair already dressed, shaved, and
hair combed! He looked at me and said, “You’re gonna over-sleep. Are you gonna sleep your life away?” I told him
that we still had over 3 hours before we were scheduled to leave; he then said, “Well, then, let’s get some more sleep!”
“We arrived at the Bridgeport airport some forty miles from home, and were pleasantly greeted by several Vietnam
vets who were assisting the older veterans with wheel chairs. Their smiles and treatment made my grandfather and all the other
vets feel welcomed and appreciated. Considering the present political climate of our nation, this goodwill and attitude made
the vets feel that their service was not in vain.
“Then we divided into groups represented by a particular color. This was so that we would know what tour bus that
we were assigned to once we arrived in DC. They had a wonderful breakfast prepared for us. The gentlemen at our table were
friendly and joined my grandfather in sharing stories about their experiences in Europe during WW II.
“We boarded the plane for DC at about 7am. One vet unfortunately became sick and had to be treated and removed
from the plane. Before we departed I had the pleasure of praying the opening prayer for our safety and the day’s activities.
What an honor this was for me---to serve somewhat as the “Chaplain” of these honorable men on this special day. What
mighty acts of bravery and patriotism these men had shown. Certainly without them and the God who had empowered
and blessed them, our liberties in the United States would have been greatly diminished, if not altogether abrogated.
“The flight was only about 25 minutes long. Grandpa hadn’t flown for many years---not since he and my grandmother
and mother had come to be with me in a revival in California in 2000. But the short flight and smooth landing and gracious
attendants made it enjoyable. While in the air, we were informed that the average age of the vets being honored was 90.
“We arrived in DC at Reagan Airport and were welcomed enthusiastically. People were lined up on both sides
of the walkway thanking the vets for their service. My grandpa waved like he was riding on the prized float in a parade.
“Then we boarded buses and went first to the WW II memorial. It was beautiful. Here the vets were celebrated
by groups of cub scouts and other social organizations. A live band played the theme songs of each branch of the military.
“We then went to the FDR memorial. From there we visited the Lincoln Memorial, Air Force Memorial, Marine
Memorial, and Arlington Cemetery where we watched the changing of the guard. It was a very special moment for all the vets.
“Before we left DC, we were bused to a local church that served a nice turkey dinner. When we arrived back at the airport,
we were once again met with crowds of people that celebrated our vets. Throughout the day there were hundreds that came up to
my grandfather (including three and four-year olds) that shook hands with grandpa and thanked him for his service to our country.
“When we arrived back in West Virginia, we were greeted still again by at least 1,000 people who lined up on both
sides of the walkway giving applause and words of commendation. This trip was tiring, but it was such a great blessing to honor
and celebrate what one journalist has called the “Great Generation” in America. I was doubly blessed; for I was privileged to
celebrate not only a great veteran but the greatest grandpa who ever lived.”
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SHEPHERDING MINISTRIES
Ed. Note: I thought our readers would be blessed by this report from Cindy Dalton,
the wife of our International Director of Shepherding Ministries. Brother Dalton had
a stroke in early April, and is now recovering.
It is with great hope and a new perspective from the Lord that we write to you. God is ever present and His promises
true, even in the midst of sickness and distress. As many of you know, Brother Dalton suffered a mild stroke about ten
weeks ago. Much to our surprise, the doctors also found brain damage from several previous mini-strokes, which explains
other difficulties he was experiencing. Yet with God’s merciful healing power he is making wonderful progress. The slurred
speech has returned to normal and he is walking now with only a slight limp. He is once again able to do light yard work
and gardening, and also conducting weekly prayer meetings in homes. Some lingering memory problems affect his writing
skills, but we expect God to completely restore those abilities and his strength.
Through life’s journey together, Rocky and I have found ourselves in other adverse circumstances. Mother’s Day
and Father’s Day always remind us of the heartbreak of our parents’ deaths and a great-grandchild’s untimely birth; yet these
deep sorrows have taught us how very precious life is. We must cherish every moment spent with our loved ones. We may
grieve their absence and long for the comfort of their arms, yet the Spirit of God brings peace and the hope of a great reunion
in that City where death has no power!
As Jesus’ followers we sometimes experience harrowing trials that challenge our faith, but as we walk that straight
and narrow path we can rest assured that He is our constant Companion. Having trodden the darkest of valleys before, Christ
is perfectly equipped to serve as our Light and Guide. Throughout His trial and death on the cross, Jesus overcame every
obstacle---every fear and every foe. Momentarily alienated from His own Father because of OUR sins, our merciful Savior
suffered sorrow, pain, sickness and deprivation. He came forth a victor from the grave, however, to show that death itself
cannot separate us from the love of God. Long before the promised Messiah came to purchase salvation and everlasting
life, faithful Job trusted God. Even in the midst of profound loss, illness, distress and grief Job declared: “Though he slay
me, yet will I trust him” (Job 13:15). Through trial and tribulation, this mighty overcomer learned that no circumstance on
earth could hinder the fulfillment of God’s master plan. He grasped a hope to which we must also cling—that in this everchanging world, we must always look to the immutability of God’s Word and His promises to His children. We must never
allow the bad things happening around us to dim our Heavenly vision. Just as God later blessed Job with health, happiness,
more children and earthly goods, He will also grant the desires of our hearts according to our unwavering faith in Him:
When once His word is past, when He hath said, “I will,” (Hebrews 13:5;
The thing shall come at last; God keeps His promise still (2 Corinthians 1:20).
“And God said . . . and it was so” (Genesis 1:9)
God said it, and that settles it;
But we must also believe our Heavenly Father’s promises.
Dear friends, thank you so much for your kind words and thoughts expressed through phone, letter and Internet.
We greatly appreciate you and your continued prayers for our ministry and wellbeing. Know that we are also praying for
God to bless you with health, strength, faith, hope, and provision every day. If you need fellowship, comfort or counsel,
please feel free to call our new phone number (276)-699-0024.
All our love in Christ Jesus,
Rocky & Cindy Dalton
622 Powder Mill Road
Ivanhoe, VA 24350
bishoprock2014@gmail.com
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Mission Trip to Kenya and Uganda
to witness what was taking place under the new leadership.
World Mission Secretary, Scott Neill, and Bishop
And, before the weekend was over, Brother Gwara and the
Ricky Graves boarded a United Airlines flight on April 8th
18 churches under his supervision were expressing their
headed to Amsterdam, then on to Nairobi. From there a
desire to once again be a part of Zion Assembly.
domestic flight was arranged to go on to Kisumu, then by
Praise the Lord for healing hearts and changing
automobile on to their final destination in Migori, Kenya.
lives. Brother Oboo preached a powerful sermon on Saturday
When they arrived in Kisumu, they were greeted by Bishop
afternoon, which prompted a powerful altar invitation;
Elijah Wafula and his brother Peter. When they arrived in
everyone including the children rushed to the altar to seek
Migori, they were joyfully greeted and joined by Brother
the Lord. On Sunday morning, Bishop Neill delivered a
Joanes Okal Oboo. Everyone felt that something exciting
powerful message which was followed by a special service
was going to take place before the weekend was over.
to appoint Brother Oboo as
Bishop Neill knew
the district overseer for that
that the purpose of the trip
area under the new order.
was to reorganize Zion
Joyous shouts of praise were
Assembly Church of God
witnessed by everyone in
in Kenya, and to install
attendance.
new leadership for the
When Bishops Neill,
church in the southern part
Graves,
Wafula, Gomba and
of the country. A wonderful
Agar were leaving Migori,
welcome was extended by
the saints had been settled,
everyone who attended the
and there was an assurance
reorganizational meetings,
that Zion Assembly Church
including the village chief
of God is alive and well in
who is a personal friend of
Kenya. Over 40 churches
Brother Joanes Oboo, the
are now firmly established
pastor and district overseer
in the fold. Praise the Lord!
of the churches south of
As already mentioned,
Migori. (Brother Oboo had
one reason for the trip was to
communicated with our
Anniversary Celebration of the Establishment
apply for a new government
Presiding Bishop in March
of
God’s
Church
in
Uganda
church registration. The
and expressed his concern
registration papers were
about the circumstances in
drawn up and have been signed and everything is in place
southern Kenya. After some consideration and counsel with
for the submission. The submission will take place within
Bishop Neill, the Presiding Bishop agreed that the mission
a few weeks.
trip and special meeting was necessary, and plans were made
At that point, Brother Graves returned to the United
for the meetings in April).
States,
and
Brother Neill and Brother Wafula flew on to
A preliminary informational meeting was conducted
Uganda for the national convention in that country. This was
by Brother Neill which included Bishop Ricky Graves, Bishop
the first time that headquarters’ representatives had attended
Edward Agar (National Overseer of Tanzania), Bishop Elijah
a convention in Uganda. National Overseer, Maurice Ogada,
Wafula (National Overseer of Kenya), Bishop David Gomba
moderated the convention. More than 200 attended. Brother
(Mission Representative), and Brother Joanes Oboo (District
Wafula and Brother Neill each ministered the Word during
Overseer, Kenya). The reorganizational meeting began with a
the convention. The presence of the Holy Ghost was greatly
question and answer session, followed by an official business
manifested during the services. The convention ended on
meeting to select new officers for the purpose of obtaining a
Saturday evening with a mighty celebration of what God is
new church registration (due to the confusion that had been
during through Zion Assembly in Uganda.
created by the former administration). The ministers and
Thank the Lord for all that was accomplished during
members were thrilled to have in place a new direction in
the
trip.
The Lord blessed in Kenya and Uganda in mighty
leadership. Shouts of praise could be heard throughout every
and
powerful
ways. Bishop Neill made several contacts that
session. Services were conducted on Friday morning and
are
being
followed
up. God is working in the hearts and
Friday afternoon, April 11th, and continued on Saturday
minds of individuals, and new doors are expected to open in
and Sunday morning. During the meetings on Friday and
the
months ahead.
Saturday, Brother Gwara Bodo, a minister with 18 churches
who had previously been a part of Zion Assembly, came back
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Scenes from the meetings in Kenya

Letter from Joanes Okal Oboo
Overseer of southern district,Kenya
Note: This letter came to the office of the Presiding Bishop following the meetings by

Bishop Neill and his team in April in Kenya. We thought our Voice of Zion readers and
mission workers would enjoy reading it.

My dear precious Bishop Phillips:
Praise the Lord!
In the mighty name of the Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, I greet you together with the entire International
Staff. The church in Kenya sends to you her warmest regards.
The experience we had in Kenya will go into the history of Zion Assembly Church of God as one of meetings in
which the Holy Spirit took over and ministered to His people. I love Bishop Scott and Bishop Graves. I love Bishop
Wafula. I love Bishop Gomba. I love Bishop Agar. I love you, Bishop Phillips. I love the church. I love God, my creator.
He has blessed me to witness all this.
I lack words to describe the many tears shed when Zion was finally restored and the ministers of God exhorted
us. Love touched every soul and praises were on everyone’s lips.
I vividly recall your prophecy, Bishop Phillips, in your last email to me. You said, “The church will come out of
her persecutions shinning as a star.”
I owe the Lord and His church a huge debt that I can’t hope to repay. I am acutely aware of my personal inadequacies
and bankruptcies, but I will gladly embrace the challenges of God’s work, in the Holy Spirit and in the fellowship of
men and women of God.
I recall the promise that I made, namely, that I will sacrifice everything that can be sacrificed to make sure the
church is restored. I still ask for the Lord’s grace to be steadfast. Thank you very much for your prayers. I believe God
had called me for a time such as this.
May the Lord love and keep you. Amen
Joanes Okal Oboo
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Mission Trip to Togo

Field Secretary, Bishop Amos Agbonifo, visited the churches in Togo on April 29-May 5, 2015. He reports that he
spent the night in Cotonou, Benin before going on to Lome, the capital city of Togo. These cities are located on the Gulf of
Guinea.
A powerful revival broke out during his visit with Pastor Israel and the saints in Lome. There were signs and
wonders and the power of God moved among His people. Hands were laid on the people as they came forward to receive
their needs from our Lord; several testified of what God had done in their lives during these meetings. Those who had
eyesight problems were healed, and others testified of being delivered from severe pain. Eight gave their life to Christ.
Forty-two attended the opening service and there were many children. Glory to God in the highest! Zion Assembly is well
and blessed in this small West African nation.

Report of Pastor Babu in India
Pastor Babu reports that special services were conducted in open air meetings during Good Friday and Easter. The
people were called to prayer and fasting and many responded. Some were move deeply by conviction of the Holy Spirit and
confessed their sins. He also visited the leprosy colony and conducted services. Some received Christ as their Savior.
The living conditions in this region are deplorable, which can be seen plainly in the photos below. There is much
poverty, disease, misery, idolatry and spiritual darkness. Pastor Babu and his wife, Helen, are pleading for prayer and
counting on the intercessions and assistance of the saints here in the United States.
The most valuable treasure that we possess in Zion Assembly is the hope and power of the glorious Gospel of our
Lord; and we must herald His message to the ends of the earth---to every nation and tribe and tongue and people. God give
us more compassion, and help us to be more sensitive to the plight of lost souls---men and women and little children under
the cloud of satanic darkness and bound by the chains of sin.
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Progress in Mexico
National Overseer, Danny Ramirez, has made
many trips to various cities and pueblos in Mexico
this year, and has established several churches and
missions. Several ministers have also united with
the church, and many contacts have been made
with other ministers who are “asking their way to
Zion.”
In the first photo below are members of
the new mission in Union Agraristas located in
the southern part of Mexico. Brother Francisco
Gonzales Lopez is the mission pastor. The members
and workers are making their own brick to build a
meetinghouse for worship and outreach ministry
(see photo below). The property was donated by
one of the mission workers, and also funds are
being received to build the house of God.
The second photo shows Brother Danny
receiving into the church by covenant several
believers in the town of Morelos. Several of
these believers had been members in our former
fellowship for over twenty years. Brother and
Sister Pineda oversee this mission. Sister Alejandra
Espinoza and her mother, Guadalupe, were able
to attend this organizational meeting. They are
members of the Iztapalapa church in Mexico City.
About thirty attended this meeting.
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Presiding Bishop Addresses Historical Society
The Historical Society of Church of God Movements built its program this year around Bishop Phillips’ new book,
Quest to Restore God’s House. He was invited to be the guest speaker for the annual event, and was asked to elaborate upon
the many new ground-breaking insights into the history of the church, and to entertain questions.
The book has generated a great deal of interest among the several groups that trace their roots to R. G. Spurling and
the organization of Christian Union in 1886 in Monroe County, Tennessee. More than fifty scholars and denominational
leaders attended the meeting, including all of the commissioners of the Church of God Historical Commission.
Robert L. George, the president of the Historical Society of Church of God Movements, stated, “Our society is
pleased to be opening venue for the introduction of such an historic work. Much historcial material has been uncovered in
the last few years and Brother Phillips has done a superb job integrating the new findings into the Church of God narrative.
From this day forward, this work will be the starting point for historians doing resaearch into the Church of God.”
The following is the script that Bishop Phillips presented at the meeting.
Marie (Spurling) Crook, reporter
was not inerrant and infallible, I agreed to delete three of the
paragraphs, to modify another, and to rewrite still another
and put it as a footnote. He also suggested the subtitle---A
Theological History of the Church of God.
I have been asked what has driven me to do all of
the painstaking research and laborious writing to make this
history possible?
What
has
possessed me to
travel two thousand
miles to obtain a
single historical
document or a
photo of some
early pioneer that
had never been
seen by recent
generations
of
the church? What
has moved me
to travel over
several states [and
spend hundreds of
dollars] merely to
gain some tidbit
of knowledge of a
pioneer’s religious
background and
social connections?
I suppose the primary motivation has been my belief
that our pioneers in the Church of God had their thumbs
on the pulse of prophetic revelation; and that they were in
their day on the precipice of understanding certain divine
mysteries that had until that time remained a mystery to
most Christians; particularly in regard to the doctrine of
the church and the deeper experiences in God through the
renewal of the Pentecostal baptism. This is not to say that

Allow me to say, first of all, that my comments here this
morning would have been shaped and worded differently if I
were addressing a larger and more ecumenical audience. But
since most of here are either in one of the several branches of
the Church of God tradition or otherwise familiar with our
tradition, I will take the liberty to be a little free-and-easy
with my remarks
and overview.
But before I
begin, I want to
thank President
Robert L. George
and the officers
of the Historical
Society
of
Church of God
Movements for
arranging
this
meeting
and
allowing
me
the
privilege
to
introduce
and offer some
explanations on
Quest to Restore
God’s House. I
want to take this
opportunity also
to thank Dr. Chris
Thomas and Dr. Lee Roy Martin for their encouragement
and critique, and for their willingness to publish this first
volume via CPT. Both of these reputable scholars and
authors made some helpful recommendations; Dr. Thomas
even suggested that I might consider deleting five of
the paragraphs which in his opinion took away from the
historical narrative. After some consideration, and forgiving
him for his unmitigated gall of implying that the manuscript
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they did not confuse certain fleshly and prejudiced notions
with the divine revelations; but still, notwithstanding their
imperfections, there was something divinely peculiar
underlying their worship and search for truth---namely,
a more penetrating theological insight and experiential
illumination in contrast to the common churches and static
religious movements that competed with their interpretation
of the Gospel in the early twentieth century.
I had had a personal experience in the months
leading up to my conversion in November 1967 that may
help further to explain my deep interest and zeal to research
and write about the theological perspectives and spiritual
experiences of our early pioneers. Part of the reason, at least,
was the fact that they had incorporated and institutionalized
their revelations and experiences, and had claimed to have
restored the apostolic church.
In the months leading up to my new birth and
spiritual transformation, I had consulted with many
ministers and people of various Christian faiths and
traditions; but I had been left always unsatisfied in general
with what they had to say about their teachings and reasonfor-being. Among these were quite an array of religious
traditions, which included several varieties of Baptists,
several varieties of independent Holiness groups, Holiness
denominations like the Pilgrim Holiness Church, Apostolic
(Oneness) groups (including serpent-handlers), Church of
Christ, Presbyterians, Methodists, and Roman Catholics.
I had even consulted with some of the elders in Jehovah
Witnesses.
While descending ever deeper under conviction for
my sins, I attempted on one occasion in the summer of 1967
in Chicago to break into an independent “Church of God”
to pray (I suppose the name “Church of God” had for some
reason come to mean something to me); but I especially
wanted to get to the altar in that old building. But, alas, I
was not able to enter without creating a disturbance and
breaking the law, so I allowed that moment of conviction to
leave me. For several months, in anguish and desperation I
prayed, “Lord, if you will show me the way, and I will walk
in it.” Then in answer to my heart’s desire, the Lord led me
providentially in November of that same year to a revival
meeting then going on in Elyria, Ohio in the Church of God
of Prophecy [my aunt and cousins were members there].
The second night that I attended (November 8, 1967), I
surrendered my heart to the Lord and subsequently (about
three weeks later), was sanctified and then a few days later
Spirit-baptized.
Then about two months later in February 1968
[after reading three articles by A.J. Tomlinson that had
been reprinted in the White Wing Messenger on the subject
of the church] I was administered the sacred covenant and
united with the church. The three articles by Tomlinson
not insignificantly were: “The Church before the Day of
Pentecost,” “The Church on the Day of Pentecost,” and
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“The Church after Pentecost.” I read Tomlinson’s messages
in one sitting, and immediately received a revelation of the
church that has remained with me to this day.
Now I have told you this story to emphasize the
point that I believe joining this particular church [i.e., this
tradition of the faith] was providential; that the Lord had
guided me in 1966-1967 from Vietnam to Chicago to West
Virginia to the church in Elyria, Ohio because He wanted
me to join this particular body of believers. Gradually I
came to understand that He had guided me in this direction
not just for my personal salvation, but to be immersed into
the ecclesiological mystery and experience of this tradition--to enter into the prophetic vision that had illuminated and
captured the imagination of the pioneers of the Church of
God in the late nineteenth- and early twentieth century;
to feel the pulse of prophetic revelation like they did; in a
word, to have my consciousness awakened to the doctrine
and nature and purpose of the Bible church that God had
revealed to them.
But again, this is not to suggest that our “founders”
and pioneers did not confuse divine revelation with some
misguided concepts and even fleshly notions---they plainly
did; but I became convinced (and am still convinced today)
that within that confusion, or underlying it, were the core
truths and principles of the church revealed in the Bible.
Accordingly, it gradually dawned on me---as I grew as an
elder and became more learned in the Word of God---that
the Lord had drawn me to the Church of God of Prophecy
not only to enter into the prophetic vision of the church
that He had disclosed to our pioneers, but to discriminate
and separate the core truths of that revelation from the
misconceptions and aberrations that had over time grown
up around it.
This is not to imply that I was alone in seeing the
shortcomings and aberrations in our government, polity,
and teachings: but I was a principal leader. Feeling the
weight now of apostolic commands to adhere soberly to
sound doctrine [Colossians 2:6-8; 2 Timothy 3:16; 4:13; Titus 1:9, 14], I began to call attention to the need to
qualify and modify some of our teachings and institutions,
and even to abrogate altogether some of the traditions and
support ministries. This eventually caused no small stir, and
gradually divided the church internally with cross opinions.
More seriously it gave occasion for cross spirits to be
manifested, and this opened the door for the demonstration
of the works of the flesh.
Unfortunately this situation in the church continued
to degenerate. Finally in April 2004 it occasioned an outward
division in the church between those, like me, who desired
to hold on to what we believed were the core truths of the
original doctrine of the church, and those who believed
they had received new light that contradicted those core
truths. Intriguingly, we all agreed that some things needed
modified or qualified; but the crux of our differences, that

was ecclesiological in nature. Spurling’s and Tomlinson’s
burden was to discover (or rediscover) the truth and
whereabouts of God’s church. Spurling had prayed in 1886:
“Oh God where is thy church!” And just before Tomlinson
joined the church in 1903, he wrote, “I had already searched
and investigated many movements until my faith in them
had completely exhausted. I seemed to be like a ship at sea
with no rudder by which it should be controlled.”
These sentiments were shared by thousands in those
first two generations of the church. They were seeking
to restore and rebuild God’s house upon the Rock which
Jesus had at first established the church (Matthew 16:18).
Consequently, a great number of believers found their
resting place in the Church of God!
Ironically, though our forefathers grasped many
profoundly important biblical truths and divine mysteries
through the Spirit,
yet they had a disdain
for deep theological
reflection. This mindset opened the door for
error and fanaticism to
enter---and confusion!
which in part explains
the several disruptions
in the church in the
twentieth century.
Here then is
our purpose in Zion
Assembly: namely, to
discriminate between the
core truths rediscovered
by our pioneers in the
Church of God in the
late nineteenth- and
early twentieth century
and the aberrations and
errors that arose later
to confuse those profound truths. It is our aim and vision
to reestablish what it means to be “the church”; to build
again God’s house upon the foundation of the core truths
mentioned above; and thus to be a truly biblical ecumenical
movement in the twenty-first century (Isaiah 2:2-3; 60:1-5;
John 10:16; 11:49-52; 17:20-23; Ephesians 1:10; 2:11-19;
4:11-16; et al).
Following in the steps of our illustrious pioneers,
and pursuing the apostolic vision that inspired their zeal and
that had illuminated their way in all those early years, we
are seeking again to awaken in believers an ecclesiological
consciousness; or perhaps to increase that consciousness, in
order to bring about Christian unity and a genuine visible
union of God’s people in doctrine, worship, fellowship,
discipline, and mission.

became increasingly apparent and problematic, were over
the core principles of the original doctrine of the church
itself---particularly, 1) that the church is strictly visible and
corporate, not spiritual and invisible, nor that it is somehow
both visible and invisible; 2) that it is formed on the basis
of a church covenant, not the new birth nor baptism nor
Eucharist nor any means other than a church covenant; 3)
the church is therefore distinguished from the kingdom of
God, the latter being spiritual and entered through the new
birth (John 3:3-8); whereas the church is a visible body and
joined through a verbal covenant (Exodus 19:5-8; 24:7-8;
John 17:6, 8, 14; Acts 2:47; see also 2 Kings 22:8-13; 23:23). Thus one is “born” into the kingdom but is “added” to
the church (Acts 2:47); 4) it follows then that the church is
God’s government in the earth, ruled instrumentally through
Spirit-filled men (Isaiah 2:2-4; 9:6-7; Acts 1:14-19; 6:6-7;
15:1-16:5; 20:28; 1
Corinthians 12:28; 2
Corinthians
11:2-3;
Ephesians 4:8-16; et
al); 5) the church is
thus considered to be a
theocracy in form and
function,
signifying
that it is ruled
principally by God
through His Spirit, and
instrumentally through
Spirit-filled men. And
since every member
in good standing is
Spirit-filled (as far
as the church may
discern), then these
members have a voice
in the decision-making
process of the church.
For Jesus said that the
Spirit is given to every believer to “teach [us] all things” and
to “guide [us] into all truth” (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13-17).
There were other divisive issues, of course, that
led to our division, including the exalted office of General
Overseer and a denial of the restoration view of the church
in history and prophecy; but the differences laid out above
were some of the fundamental and important issues that had
stirred up controversy in the Church of God of Prophecy
between 1985 and 2004.
Unable to reconcile our differences, nor to discover
some middle ground upon which we could continue to
fellowship and operate as one visible body, I with other
likeminded brethren separated ourselves on April 20, 2004
and reformed the church on the basis of the principles
marked out above.
Our Church of God movement from the beginning
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“Wandering Stars”
Continued from page 5

The

this government operating throughout the New Testament
(cf. Matthew 16:19; 18:15-20; Acts 1:13-26; 1-7; 15-16:5).
The church was established by Christ to provide
order and stability for believers. Its government helps train
us in Christian disciplines.We learn best under the “yoke
of Christ,” that is, under the government and discipline of
the church. It is in and through the church that we become
fully “rooted and grounded in love” and in the Gospel faith
(Ephesians 3:17). In the intercommunion and fellowship of
the saints, we learn to comprehend the unfathomable depths
of Christ (v. 18). And thus the apostle concludes, “Unto
Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus . . .” (v. 21)
Now observe further; the prophet says, “Of the
increase of His government and peace there shall be no
end, upon the throne of David, and upon His kingdom, to
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice
from henceforth even for ever” (Isaiah 9:7); and the apostle
says, “But now has God set the members every one of
them in the body as it has pleased Him” (1 Corinthians
12:18); and again, “God has set . . . in the church . . .
[ministry gifts] and helps and governments” (v. 28).
T he officers and governments in the church
are for the members’ edification and discipline---to
help us all to “grow up into Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-16),
to mature, to be perfected in Him (5:24-27, 32; Philippians
3:12-17). Our experiences in the church---the positives as
well as the negatives---teach us to be patient, longsuffering,
forgiving, and cooperative; and that we shouuld labor
together to fulfill the church’s mission in the world (cf. 1
Corinthians 3:9-11; 2 Corinthians 5:17-19; 6:1; Ephesians
4:11-16; et al.) .
We should be especially thankful that there is a
remedy for sin and human disorder in Christ and His church--a restingplace for the people of God; a foundational Rock
upon which to build a firm church structure, an eternal city
for the glory of God! There is no good excuse for Christians
to be “wandering stars,” just “roaming about” outside the
yoke of Christ. Each believer is called by the Lord to be an
“eye” or “ear” or “hand” or “foot” or some other part of
the body (1 Corinthians 12:12-28); and thus every believer
needs to be incorporated into the body of Christ both for
his own sake and for the edification of the whole body
(Ephesians 4:11-16; Colossians 2:19).
There is forgiveness and peace and joy in Christ
and His church. Thus the plea of the Psalmist: “Rest in the
Lord, and wait patiently for Him . . . For those who wait on
the Lord shall [prosper].” And again, And I lay in Zion a
chief cornerstone, elect, precious: and he that believes on
Him shall not be confounded” (1 Peter 2:6).

Lighter

Side

Julie Steele

Newspaper Bloopers
“ Teen Named Mistress of the Universe”
“Self-Proclaimed Invisible Man No-Show at
Court Hearing”
“Police Charge One-Armed Man with Unarmed
Robbery”
“Man Sues Wife for Being Ugly … and Wins”
“Astronaut Takes Blame for Gas in Spacecraft”
“Missing Woman Unwittingly Joins Search Party
Looking for Herself”
“Man Executed After Long Speech”
“Worker Suffers Leg Pain After Crane
Drops 800-Pound Ball on His Head”
“Caskets Found as Workers Demolish
Mausoleum”
“Hospitals Resort to Hiring Doctors”
“Red Tape Holds Up New Bridge”

Overheard in the Doctor’s Office
As I leaned in to check her eyes, my older patient
got a little frisky. “You remind me of my third
husband,” she said coyly. “Third husband?” I
asked. “How many have you had?”
“Two.”
—Submitted by Leon Pendracky, OD,
Avella, Pennsylvania
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