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Editorials . . .
Our Hard-Working and Generous People
Words cannot fully express the admiration I have for our faithful and hard-working
people. Your labors of love and generous giving ravishes my heart. I know the Lord is pleased
with the combined efforts of all of our churches to raise funds to support our great mission
work going on around the world. Thousands of souls are being saved and thousands more
are being taught the “all things” message of Christ through the ministry of Zion Assembly.
Be assured, brethren, a record is being kept in Heaven of our faithful labors (Job 16.19; Heb.
6.10; Rev. 20.13-15). See the October World Mission results on p. 13.

Wade H. Phillips
Presiding Bishop

“Multitudes Living in Darkness”
The prophet Joel was enabled through the Spirit to peer into the last days and see the end of all things---including
the judgment of the unbelieving nations, the battle of Armageddon, and the triumph and redemption of God’s church.
Though Joel’s prophecy is often preached out of context, still his words, “multitudes and multitudes in the valley of
decision” (Joel 3.14), reflect not only God’s judgment on the unbelieving world but the fact that there are countless
millions being brought under conviction by the Holy Spirit upon hearing the last day’s message (Joel 2.13-17; see also
Rom. 10.6-17; 1 Cor. 14.22-26; Heb. 4.12); and, as such, being confronted with the awesome responsibility to either
accept or reject the Savior of the world---the Lord Jesus Christ! Accordingly, there are multitudes and multitudes now
in the valley of decision---a valley in which men will surely perish if they remain in unbelief and in rejection of the
transforming power of Christ.
But there is hope in Joel’s prophecy: for many, we are told, will respond in faith through grace and be saved;
in fact “whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be delivered: for in mount Zion . . . there shall be
deliverance” (Joel 2.32). Be assured God will restore and perfect His church! His plan has been ordained from eternity
(Eph. 1.4-10) and the prophets’ words will not fall to the ground (Joel 2:25-30; 3. 18-21).
It is incumbent upon us therefore, brethren, to reach out to the desperate multitudes---to the millions of lost souls
sitting in darkness and sinking in despair! O Zion, we have the words of eternal life---the words of deliverance and
redeeming grace! God give us a burden for the lost ones in our communities, who live in darkness, who are entangled
in sin’s power and deadly confusion. These poor souls do not know how to awaken from their slumber; they know not
the way out of their darkness. They may not even know that they are blind, and miserable, and poor, and wretched,
and naked! (Rev. 3.17-18). We must therefore speak the word of life to them---to awaken them through the power of
Christ’s redeeming Gospel! (Isa. 61.1-3; Lk. 4.18; Rom. 1.1-6, 14-17; 2 Cor. 5.18-20; 6.1-3; Heb. 4.12).

Zion Assembly Publishing Company
You may recall that two years ago we purchased some equipment and started the humble beginnings of a
publishing enterprise. Brother Neill recently came across some more printing equipment and machines and was able
to purchase them at a great discount---less than 25% of the regular cost! Accordingly, we have begun to print and
publish our own ministers and treasurers report books at almost 50% of what it cost to print them elsewhere. Praise the
Lord! We have also printed some tithing envelopes that specify our particular categories of giving in Zion Assembly.
These envelopes (see back cover) may be purchased at $25 per box [500 in a box]. This price more or less covers the
costs of printing them.
Besides our report books, we are printing our own Abstract of Faith, Assembly programs, and the Voice of Zion.
This is saving us a substantial amount of money, but it is also a great convenience to publish in-house.
Our printing equipment enables us to print materials of 60 pages or less. We are looking forward to composing
and publishing our own Gospel tracts in the very near future.
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Glorious Expectations!
As we embark upon this new year, I feel a sense of
thrilling expectations sweeping over my spirit. I believe we
are going to see the hand of God at work in miraculous ways
in the months ahead in 2016. We are about to be surprised
by some glorious interventions: doors of ministry will be
opened for the church; new missions and new churches
will be established; the “other sheep” will be “asking [and
finding] their way to Zion” and flowing into the fold; and
we expect also that there will be some financial surprises
and material blessings poured out upon the church!
We are reminded here of the words of the prophet
Habakkuk in predicting the invasion of the Babylonians
[Chaldeans] and the captivity of Israel in 606 BC.

therefore, to be tested and tried. There will be struggles
and difficulties---spiritually, physically, and emotionally.
We will indeed have to press our way through hard times.
Thus, we should not be surprised to find ourselves on
occasion in the midst of tribulation, affliction, and demonic
opposition.
The child of God is thus encouraged always to “look
up” and “look ahead”---for through eyes of faith he will see
his conquering Lord in the midst of the storm---treading
upon the waves of the sea (Job 9.8)! Jesus warned us that
there will be in the last days persecution and difficult times;
yet, in the midst of it all, He encouraged the saints to look
up, lift up your heads: for the distress of nations and days
of vengeance and persecution indicate that the church’s
redemption is drawing nigh (Lk. 21.5-28).
The prophecy of Habakkuk is typical of many of
the prophecies in the Old Testament. What is clear in all of
the prophetic Scriptures is that our God is in control under
all circumstances. The Lord is in fact guiding world history--manipulating the actions of world leaders and nations in
every generation to serve and fulfill His ultimate purpose.
It should be borne in mind, moreover, that the
church is His special instrument to fulfill His aims
and purposes. He has ordained and will enable her to
accomplish all of His bidding, to have all things ready in
preparation for His coming, including doing her part in
perfecting herself (Eph. 4.11-16; 5.26-27; Rev. 19.7-8).
Again, according to Habakkuk, the church is to “write the
vision” and “make it plain” (2.2-4), that is, to proclaim and
embody the whole Gospel, the whole biblical worldview
laid out so wonderfully and clearly in the prophetic
Scriptures. And we have this assurance, that at the very
end it shall speak, and not lie; for . . . it will surely come!
The ultimate fulfillment of many of the things that
we teach and preach in Zion Assembly in fact will not be
realized until the very end---including the gathering of the
other sheep into one fold, and the perfection of the church
(cf. Jn. 10.16; 11.49-52; 17.20-23; Eph. 1.10; 2.11-19; Isa.
60.1-5; et al). This is why the Lord says through the prophet,
“But the just shall live by his faith” (Hab. 2.4)
Let us then, brethren, be faithful in 2016, and be
diligent in our labor for the Master. Let us not waver nor
be tossed about like a weathervane: but be steadfast and
sure. Let us live and work with full assurance of hope in
His blessed promises---promises that cannot be broken.
Promises that will surely come to pass! Our message and
commission in Zion Assembly has been ordained by the
Lord. Yea, in the end it shall speak, and not lie. It will surely
[be fulfilled and come to pass]!

“Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and
wonder marvelously: for I will work a work in
your days, which ye will not believe, though it be
told you” (Hab. 1.5).
While this prophecy has an immediate fearful tone, yet
its more far reaching implications point in the end to
victory for God’s church. Thus in spite of divine judgment
and chastisement, the people of God are encouraged to
persevere: for in the end they will be purified and perfected.
In fact, God chastises and punishes His people ultimately to
save and bless them! The prophecy of Habakkuk thus ends
on a triumphant note.
“Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither
shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive
shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat;
[though] the flock shall be cut off from the fold,
and there be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice
in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.
The Lord God is my strength, and he will make
my feet like hinds’ [deer’s] feet, and he will make
me to walk upon mine high places” (3.17-19).
In the midst of God’s judgment against His people,
in which He used the more wicked Chaldeans [Babylonians]
to punish them for the evil they had committed, the Lord
called upon His people to live by faith, to trust in the
ultimate judgment and goodness of God: for in the end
there is salvation! Thus Habakkuk 2.4 is cited in the New
Testament on at least three occasions (Rom. 1.17; Gal.
3.11; Heb. 10.38) to encourage believers always and under
all circumstances to trust in the promises of God---to live in
expectation of the ultimate intervention of the Lord to bless
and save His people!
The principles laid down in Habakkuk’s prophecy
hold true also under the New Covenant. We may expect,
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“PIERCING THE DARKNESS WITH COMPASSION”
Pam Jones
Note: This message was preached during the
12th Annual General Assembly on September 10, 2015
3:16), and the compassion for lost souls so engulfed Him
that He was moved to action. He ultimately offered Himself
as the lamb of God to bring redemption to the lost; and to
heal the sick.

I. JESUS WAS MOVED WITH COMPASSION
C. H. Spurgeon stated in a sermon in 1914 the following:
“If you would sum up the whole character of Christ in
reference to ourselves, it might be gathered into this one
sentence, ‘He was moved with compassion.’”

When Jesus was moved with compassion, things
happened!
The compassion of Jesus brought forth deliverances,
healings, salvation, and redemption. Nothing could stop
the miracles that Jesus did as He spoke the Word. And what
moved him to speak was compassion.

In the following scriptures we see the compassion of Jesus
and what the result of that compassion was.
Matthew 14:14 - Jesus saw a great multitude, and was
moved with compassion toward them and he healed
their sick and then he fed them. (The feeding of the five
thousand).

The compassion of Jesus pierced the darkness and LIGHT
came forth and the result was manifested in the forms of
glory, mercy, and grace.

Matthew 15:32 – Jesus stated, “I have compassion on
the multitude, because they continue with me now three
days, and have nothing to eat.” (The feeding of the four
thousand)

John 8:12 “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am
the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life.”

Mark 1:40-41 - A leper came to him, beseeching him, and
kneeling down to him, and saying, “if thou wilt, thou canst
make me clean. And Jesus, moved with compassion, put
forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto him, I will;
be thou clean.”

II. COMPASSION RECEIVED - - - COMPASSION
GIVEN
“Flow through me, Holy Spirit, flow though me,” This was
part of a song that came out a few years back that speaks a
prayer concerning the Lord reaching out to others through
us. The prayer is offering ourselves to be a vessel that the
Holy Spirit can flow through to reach out to others.

Luke 7:13 – Jesus came upon a funeral of a dead man, the
son of a widow, her only son. And when the Lord saw her,
He had compassion on her and said, “Weep not.” And He
came and touched the boy, and said, “Young man, I say unto
thee, Arise.”

“Touch Through Me” by Darlene Beckett
Touch through me, Holy Spirit, touch through me
Let my hands reach out to others, touch through me
There’s a lonely soul somewhere needing
just one friend to care
Touch through me, Holy Spirit, touch through me
Love through me, Holy Spirit, love through me
I will be my brother’s keeper, love through me
Hearts are bleeding deep inside,
love can dry the weeping eye
Love through me, Holy Spirit, love through me
Flow through me, Holy Spirit, flow through me
Like a river in the desert, flow through me
Springing power and healing strength, living water so
pure and clean
Flow through me, Holy Spirit, flow through me

What is compassion?
What is this compassion that so moved our Lord so that the
people were fed and healed, and even the dead were made
alive again.
Webster’s Dictionary states compassion is “a feeling of deep
sympathy and sorrow for another who is stricken by
misfortune, accompanied by a strong desire to alleviate
the suffering.”
The Greek word for compassion is:
Splagchnizomai - to be moved in the inward parts;
to have pity on, to be moved.
Compassion driven by love took Jesus to the Cross. Because
man in his sinful state was separated from God, Jesus came
to this earth. Jesus was on a journey, a commission (John

Continued on page 6
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“Piercing the Darkness with Compassion”
Continued from page 5

Compassion is what it takes to pierce the darkness!
HE HAD COMPASSION
Luke 10:33-37

My hands will be Your hands reaching out to others
My lips will not be slothful, Lord, to speak
And I will be a good Samaritan to someone else in need
I will be Your house to dwell in, live through me
Flow through me, Holy Spirit
Flow through me, Holy Spirit
Touch through me, Holy Spirit, touch through me
Flow through me

Note: The man was in a dark place, for he was stripped
of everything, wounded, and dying. This is also how we
can describe the people everywhere without Christ! They
are stripped, wounded and dying. They are in living in
darkness. The devil comes to steal, kill, and destroy (John
10:10).
In this story the ones who came by the wounded man had
no compassion, no desire to pierce the darkness. The priest
and the levite, supposed to be servants of
God, yet proved not to be!.

Do we really feel this prayer? I identified with it!
Compassion pierced the darkness where I sat,
bound in sin, lonely, weeping, and miserable.
What am I now going to do with the great
compassion that I was shown? How can I not
pass this compassion on to others around me?

Levite – teacher & spiritual example to
serve God in the Holy Temple
Priest – person authoritatively appointed
to offer God a sacrifice, to bless, to peach,
to sanctify.

I John 3:17 “…seeth his brother hath need,
and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from
him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?”

But the Good Samaritan was on a journey;
he had purpose and when he saw the one
stripped, wounded and dying, he had
compassion.

Remember the Greek word for “bowels of
compassion” is splangkhnon. In the bowels of
compassion is where mercy resides.

V. 33: “But a certain Samaritan, as he
journeyed, came where he was: and when
he saw him, he had compassion on him.”

If we have no mercy, no compassion, then how
can there be love?

We must go there and reach out to those who are
stripped, wounded and dying! Where are they? In the
highways and hedges (Luke 14:23). In the DARKNESS!
COMPASSION WILL DRIVE US TO THOSE WHO SIT
IN DARKNESS.

“Love lifted me, when nothing else could help, love lifted
me! Compassion penetrates the darkness and love lifts the
soul out of the darkness.”
Jesus tells of one who had no compassion even though
he was given compassion by Christ (Matthew 18:23-35).

The rest of the song:
And I will be a Good Samaritan to someone else in need
I will be your house to dwell in, live through me
Flow through me, Holy Spirit
Flow through me, Holy Spirit
Touch through me, Holy Spirit, touch through me
Flow through me

Note especially the following verses:
“Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion,
and loosed him, and forgave him the debt...Then his
lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou
wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou
desiredst me: Shouldest not thou also have had compassion
on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee?”
(vv. 27, 32-33).

The following is part of a poem that I wrote when I found
myself sitting in the darkness, needing someone to pierce
that darkness for me---someone with compassion who would
allow God’s love to come forth to bring deliverance to me.

We must never allow ourselves to lose compassion!
(Compassion has two parts – the pity [a feeling of deep
sympathy and sorrow]; and the concern [strong desire to
alleviate]. For those who call themselves Christians, having
no compassion is like one standing in the darkness without
a light, or sitting in a boat in the middle of the sea without
a sail; or like a king sitting upon a throne without his crown
--- no purpose, no hope, no direction, no power!

“I hurt, as I sit here in this dark place and the tears begin
to flow, in this deep, dark place where it is so cold . . . So
do I keep the pain, hurt, and crying inside, I guess so, until
someone cares enough to know?”

Let us, CHURCH, this year be found PIERCING
THE DARKNESS WITH COMPASSION!
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Fervent-- Ignited--Revived--Evangelistic
September & October 2015
Our introduction meeting was held September 26,
2015 during the Kentucky/Indiana leaders meeting.
Everyone was excited about the Fire Teams. Several
voiced that they would be available to serve on the
Teams. The teams are formed with those who are
available to attend the meetings, and are willing
to do that which they are asked to do, Conducting
Church Revivals, Children’s Revivals, canvassing,
playing music, conducting VBS and Outreach
Campaigns, etc.
October – A Fire Team conducted a Children/Youth
Revival on October 22-24, 2015 at our church in Fort
Oglethorpe, Georgia. The report for this event has
been submitted. This event was advertised on Face
Book and in the community of Fort Oglethorpe.
Thank the Lord for 3 souls saved and one healing.
Future Planning – A letter will be sent to all pastors
and overseers located in the eastern part of United
States with information concerning the Zion Fire
Teams.
Pam Jones, director of Zion Fire Team
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Youth Convent
Eastern Region

“That they all may be one; as thou, Fathe
may be one in us: that the world may beli

The 2015 Cleveland
Youth Convention was an
awesome experience; we
had wonderful singing and
worship, great fellowship
preaching.
and
timely
The convention began in
a different way this year.
Starting on Friday afternoon
an outreach event was
conducted with the help of
the Tennessee FIRE team.
We went into the community
and spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. It was encouraging to see our young people involved in outreach.
That Friday night a special concert was held with talented singers from Alabama, South Carolina, and
Kentucky. Mary Crum, Chrystal Martinez, the Mobile Youth Choir and a young man whom God is using
and raising up in his own right, Trevor Graves, were all a blessing.The theme was “ONE” from John
17:21. We were all encouraged to love one another, and to look beyond ourselves to fulfill His will. That
night our international youth director, Miguel A. Garcia Jr., shared the message the Lord had given him
with us. He challenged us to “love our brethren; for we are going to need each other more than ever in
these last days.”
Saturday morning we heard short messages from Corey Hall and Chase Crum from Alabama,
followed by breakout sessions. Adults, young people, and kids attended appropriate and relevant classes
according to age. We thank the Lord for teachers like Bishop Rick Ferrell, Pastor Byron Harris, Gina
Brooks and Cheryl McDonald who shared their hearts and were a blessing to those who were there. The
afternoon session was changed due to the weather. We ended up having an extended time of fellowship.
Our people came back refreshed and ready to praise God in the evening session. We were treated to an
inspirational skit from our Mobile, Alabama youth group. It was enjoyed by everyone. This was followed
by a wonderful message by Lee Jaynes of Columbus, Mississippi. The altar was flooded with people
seeking more of God, and we saw many lives blessed and changed. Sunday morning was a first for our
annual conventions. We extended the convention into Sunday. There was a sweet spirit of praise, and as
the singing continued young people came to worship at the altar. A group of talented musicians delighted
us with their instruments and singing. This was followed by a timely message by Bishop Joel Brooks
of Alabama. What a convention! What a wonderful time! Praise the Lord! The attendance was 240. We
praise God for what he is doing in the lives of our young people.
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The convention in
California was held on the
heels of the Spirit-filled
convention in Cleveland,
TN. It was no different in
California as we gathered
the weekend of November
13-14, 2015 in Rialto.
Many came expecting
an outpouring of God’s
Spirit---and they were
not disappointed. The
convention started in the
streets as the California
FIRE Team reached out
and invited young people
in that community. It was a blessing to go out and let them know the joyful news of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. That was followed by the Friday night session. A concert was held and many of the churches
participated in glorifying our God. We heard a wonderful message from our California state youth director,
Sandy Garcia. She spoke on the importance of unity among our young people. After that the altar was full
of people crying out for unity and more love. Saturday morning we began by singing and praising God.
This was followed by a couple of young preachers from Anaheim and Rubidoux. They were anointed and
preached inspirationally. Breakout sessions were then provided for all ages. We thank God for the teachers:
Pastor Jorge Carrasco, Daisy Abrego, Alex Jaramillo, and Noemi Diaz. This was followed by a time of
fellowship. Food was provided and a time of games and getting to know each other ensued. It was great
to see how everyone, not just young people, got into the spirit of what we were trying to accomplish. To
God be the glory! When the evening service began, our young people were anxious to get it going. They
marched around the auditorium and sang and worshipped. What a beautiful sight! The young people from
the church in Hesperia performed a skit that brought us all to our feet in praise. As our convention drew
to a close, our international youth director, Miguel A. Garcia Jr. preached a message that challenged us to
love each other more today than ever before. We are living in perilous times and we are going to need the
power of the Holy Ghost and each other. The attendance was 220. Praise the Lord!

“Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same
love, being of one accord, of one mind.” Philippians 2:2
9

Youth Conventions in Pictures

10

Zion Assembly Church of God
Sion Asamblea Iglesia de Dios

2016 Ladies Retreat
Región Oeste Retiro de Damas / Western Region Ladies Retreat
12 al 14 de Febrero 2016 / February 12-14 , 2016

Double Tree Hotel, Ontario, California

Para mas información llame Hna. Maria Avila (714) 860-9632
“Tú eres mi lámpara, oh Jehová; Mi Dios alumbrará mis tinieblas. Contigo desbarataré
ejércitos, Y con mi Dios asaltaré muros.” “For thou art my lamp, O Lord; and the Lord
will lighten my darkness. For by thee I have run through a troop: by my God have I
leaped over a wall” ( 2 Samuel 22:29, 30).

Eastern Region Ladies Retreat
February 26-28, 2016

Oak Tree Lodge, Sevierville, TN
For

more information please contact Kim Erwin (270) 977-6772

“My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one,
and come away” (Song of Solomon 2:10).

Note: Applications are available on Zion Assembly website

The

Bottom of the Barrel
A C-141 transport aircraft was preparing for
departure from a base in Thule, Greenland. They had
been waiting for the truck to arrive to pump out the
aircraft’s sewage holding tank.TheAircraft Commander
was in a hurry, the truck was late in arriving, and the
Airman performing the job was extremely slow in
getting the tank pumped out.The Commander berated
the Airman for his lack of speed and promised to pursue
punitive action.The Airman responded, “Sir, I have no
stripes, it is 20 below zero, I am stationed in Thule,
Greenland, and I am pumping sewage out of airplanes.
Just what are you planning to do to punish me?”

Lighter
Side
Julie Steele
Everybody knew the roof was leaking, but the
church kept putting off repairs. Finally some areas of
the ceiling in the sanctuary began to sag. They called a
congregational meeting. A very wealthy member rose
and pledged $300 toward fixing it.
Just then a small piece of the ceiling fell and hit
him on the head. Somebody in the back of the church
said, “Hit him again, Lord!”
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the Chalkboard
A Quarterly Publication of Children’s Ministries
Zion Assembly Church of God

TEAM UP

To successfully play any team sport, each
member must fill his position to the best of his ability.
The team as a whole must know the rules and strictly
adhere to them. Every successful team requires a
dedicated coach. It is the coach’s job to organize the team
by placing each member in the position where he shows
the greatest potential. The coach also gives the players
proper training and constant feedback. When the morale
of the team is running low from exhaustion or defeat, it is
the responsibility of the cheerleaders to rally the players
on to victory.
Think of Children’s Ministries as a sports team.
Many of our local churches are blessed with a good team
of children. These little ones approach life with loads of
energy, but they are in need of dedicated adults who will
coach them to reach their personal best. Achieving their
full potential can only come through direct instruction
from the Rule Book. Training children in God’s Word is
the only way to help them live a consistent life of victory.
It takes patience, effort, and repetition to shape a group of
rowdy young ones into a winning team.
I do realize that every adult in a local church does
not feel a direct burden to train or coach children. On the
other hand, I do believe that every adult can become a
fantastic cheerleader. Please understand. I am not
referring to girls in short skirts with shiny pompoms. On
the contrary, the individuals who gave me the most
support throughout my life were the seasoned saints of the
church who spent time in the altar praying me through to
victory. They also shared words of encouragement with
me and were truly interested in my personal success.
Great coaches build winning teams, but successful teams
also have a group of cheerleaders who cheer them on to
championships.
Every child wants to be a winner. It is
important to help each one become a significant
contributor to the team. Children are active learners and
enjoy participating in the worship. They want to move,
sing, shout, stomp, and clap their hands for Jesus. They
are always observing and imitating what they see. I have

been humbled while watching little girls pat their
songbooks to mimic me. We are training them by our
examples, just as much as we are by what we say.
As we encourage them to participate in the adult worship
services, we are validating them as team mates. Children
do not want to sit on the bench and wait until they are
grown-ups before making a vital contribution. They want
a turn at bat. They want an opportunity to run with the
ball. Let’s show them how and then cheer them on.
At this year’s General Assembly, the children’s
theme was “Team Zion.” I was so blessed by the
statement of a young five-year-old girl. As soon as the
children’s program had ended, the little girl and her
mother met with me in the hallway. The mother
explained that as she was helping her daughter get dressed
for church that morning, her daughter made a precious
statement. She said, “I like today. It’s the day I get to do
my part.” This young girl realized that the teaching she
had received throughout the week of the Assembly was
preparing her and the other children for their part on the
Assembly program. As the children sang, recited their
memory verse, and cheered for Jesus, this was their time
to make a vital contribution to the church.
Most of the time, we are guilty of teaching
children for the sake of who they will grow up to become.
In other words, we are preparing them for the future.
Many times, I have said, “One day, this child will be a
pastor or the next presiding bishop.” With all these lovely
thoughts and intents in mind, I want to keep myself aware
that these talented little ones play an important role in the
church today. Not only do they breathe life into the adult
services with their innocence and candor, but they also
“keep it real” by reminding us that their simple faith is
what it takes to come to Jesus. Indeed, our children are
vital contributors to Team Zion, but they require positive,
ongoing Christian leadership to help them achieve
success. They need adults who will not only train them
but coach them to victory. They need adults in the church
who will cheer them on until they make it across the goal
line for the touchdown.

Cheryl H. McDonald
International Children’s Ministries Director
1010 Blythwood Drive
Piedmont, SC 29673
423-716-8322

childrensministries@zionassemblychurchofgod.com
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October Mission Drive Report
Note: We appreciate so much the hard work and generosity of all our faithful people.
Zion Assembly’s mission spirit is inspiring and fruitful.

Amount

Church
Cleveland,TN
Van Nuys, CA
Chestnut Hill, TN
Columbus, MS
Greenville,SC
West Mobile, AL
Okolona, MS
Hesperia, CA
Wilmington, NC
Goshen, IN
Rialto, CA
Anaheim, CA
Idamay, WV
Highgrove, CA
Bayou La Batre, AL
Roanoke, VA
Pelzer, SC
Lompoc, CA
Oil City, PA
Scottsville, KY
Ware Shoals, SC
Kosiusko, MS
Rubidoux, CA
Colton, CA
Browder, KY
Mexico
Salisbury, MD
Cabin Creek, WV
Salton City, CA
Pulaski, TN
Fort Oglethorpe, GA
Fries, VA
Smithfield, WV
Dallas, OR
Oxnard, CA
Madera, CA

9,000.00
7,000.00
6,840.17
6,100.52
4,242.25
4,208.33
3,624.80
2,562.97
2,454.00
2,400.00
2,018.50
2,000.00
1,943,00
1,700.00
1,392.40
1,237.00
801.04
800.00
700.00
600.00
503.00
500.00
500.00
450.00
347.75
323.00
300.00
275.00
200.00
179.80
125.13
100.00
100.00
80.04
70.00
37.00

TOTAL

$66,001.21
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Devotional Reﬂections
Lyrics To Encourage The Soul

Zachary Snyder

“I don’t regret a mile I’ve traveled for the Lord. I don’t regret the times I’ve trusted in His
Word. I’ve seen the years go by, many days without a song. But I don’t regret a mile I’ve
traveled for the Lord.
I’ve dreamed many a dream that’s never come true; I’ve seen them vanish at dawn. But enough
of my dreams have come true to make me keep dreaming on
I’ve prayed many a prayer that seemed no answer would come though I’d waited so patient and
long. But enough answers have come to my prayers to make me keep praying on.
I’ve sown many a seed that’s fallen by the wayside for the birds to feed upon. But I’ve held
enough golden sheaves in my hands to make me keep sowing on.
I’ve trusted many a friend that’s failed me and left me to weep alone. But enough of my
friends have been true-blue to make me keep trusting on.
I’ve drained the cup of disappointment and pain, and gone many a day without song. But I’ve
sipped enough nectar from the roses of life to make me want to live on.” *

“ Keep Pressing On!”

“

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33 KJV).
This song for several days has stirred in my heart. It was written by a hero and friend of mine. It speaks so clearly of
the way I feel in the depths of my soul. I personally can attest that since I gave my heart to the Lord in September 1995, there
Zachary
have been many days when I have wondered where the Lord was, and even questioned if He would come to my rescue. But
He has always been faithful! He has never allowed more to come upon me than I could bear.
In our Scripture reference we find that Jesus was teaching an important lesson that would benefit His disciples in
every generation. That lesson is that life will be filled with troubling situations; stressful moments, and temptations from the
enemy. No matter what a modern “name it and claim it” preacher might say, life is never promised to be a “tip toe through
the tulips” experience. This isn’t to say that we should expect nothing but sadness or unsettling situations, but rather that we
shouldn’t be surprised or disheartened when they come.
When Jesus spoke of tribulations, I am sure His disciples must have had a look of disappointment on their faces.
I am sure they were thinking that the way Jesus was teaching didn’t fit their idea of the Messiah, that He would be a
valiant, war-like hero, and that He would take back their land and give them freedom from the Romans (perhaps even
totally obliterating the Gentile race from the face of the earth)! But Jesus didn’t leave them disappointed for long. For He
emphatically declared that He had total power over the entire world. There wouldn’t be ONE situation that they would face
that would be insurmountable! There wouldn’t be ONE valley that they would have to go through alone. There wouldn’t be
ONE trial that He wouldn’t intercede on their behalf. He was giving them a glorious promise--- “Remember who I am and
remember whose you are! Remember that I have been given all power in Heaven and on earth--- I am ‘He who was, and is,
and is to come!’”
This was a promise of deliverance and victory! It was a promise of divine proportion! Jesus was declaring that no
matter what we are faced with, He has it already under control. Also notice that the word “overcome” is in past tense. Thus,
Jesus was saying that our victory and protection has already been provided for! As one old holiness song says, “There’s no
need to worry, there’s no need to cry, God’s gonna bless you bye and bye. You’ll be glad when the Lord gets through. I’ve
found out if you’ll take one step He’ll take two.”
Perhaps at this very moment you feel as if you are caught in the middle of a spiritual, emotional, and/or physical
tsunami. The feelings of anxiety, worry, fear, hurt, depression, abandonment, and such like have overwhelmed you. We all
have at one time or another faced circumstances where we felt we would never get through. But we did! And we surmounted
the problems by the power, protection, and provision of the One who said, “I have overcome the world!” Let us then look to
Him, ask of Him, depend on Him, serve Him, love Him, sing to Him, and worship Him!
Until next time, keep singing the Gospel!
“Keep Pressing On!”
*Howard Goodman
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World Mission Update
Scott E. Neill
World Mission Director

Reports of Great Things Happening Around the World
India - John Babu Rao Ganta - Overseer.
The woman being baptized in a barrel, (right) is from the
Lakshmaneswaram church. She was a Hindu and accepted Jesus
Christ as her personal savior. Brother Ganta writes, “People are
being saved and baptized in India.”
First Name: JOHN
Middle Name: BABU RAO
Last Name: GANTA
Birthdate: MAY 10, 1964
Wife’s full name: JHANSI RANI
GANTA

Wife’s Birthdate: JULY 11, 1967

Names of children:
1. JYOTHSNA TERESA GANTA, 22 YEARS ( JUNE 4, 1993)
2. JOSHUA SAMUEL GANTA, 21 YEARS (JANUARY 25, 1995)
3. JOEL PAUL GANTA, 15 YEARS (JULY 29, 2001)
Address: KOTHAPETA, LAKSHMANESWARAM VILLAGE, NARSAPUR MANDAL,

W.G.DT-534275, ANDHRA PRADESH, S.INDIA. Phone #: +919440197013. or +919491012212
Email address: jbrganta@gmail.com

Nicaragua---Freddy Garcia, Overseer
New church with Pastor Henry Cuadra & wife Mariela 29 new
members were received in the fellowship in the city of Lomitas.
Five saved in Matapalo. To reach this church is a 22 mile walk round
trip. In Tastasli, five were baptized and several added to the church.

Chile- Javier Diaz Perez- Overseer
New Church in Araucania Lizuine, Chile
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Tithing Envelopes are available at International Office
500 for $25.00
Zion Assembly Church of God
Tithes & Offerings
Please Print
First Name:___________________________________Last Name____________________________
Address:_______________________________________Cell Phone__________________________
City_____________________________State______________________Zip____________________
E-Mail Address_____________________________________________________________________

Tithe
General Exp.
Youth
Sun. School

$________
$________
$________
$________

Missions
$_______
Building Fund $_______
$_______
Pastor
Tabernacle
$_______

Overseer
$______
School of Min. $______
Emergency ($5) $______

Other (Describe Here)_______________________$_______Total $_____________

