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editorials . . .
Zion Assembly Launches its Second Decade
January 1st will mark the first day of a new year in world history, but also the second
decade (in calendar time) since we stepped out by faith and inaugurated this great restoration
movement in Zion Assembly. It is almost incomprehensible that more than ten years have Wade H. Phillips
passed since we first launched this mighty move of God. And we rejoice for all that has Presiding Bishop
been accomplished in reaching out to the nations and rebuilding God’s house. The Bible
church has been established or reestablished in 40 nations of the world and 19 states here in
the United States, and a great deal has been accomplished also in organizing and developing the government and
support ministries of the church.
Notwithstanding all of the mighty exploits that our faithful ministers and members have accomplished, and all
of the marvelous works that God has performed for us, our sights remain on fulfilling the prophetic picture of the
church---the vision of the prophets and apostles recorded in the prophetic Scriptures. I believe there are thousands,
yea millions, that are waiting (either consciously or subconsciously) for us to show them the vision that God has
revealed to us in Zion Assembly. And according to the prophetic Word, they will shout and sing with us when they
receive the vision and become a part of this end times move of God.

“Glorious Things Are Spoken of Thee, O City of God”
Zion Assembly is progressing in the apostolic and prophetic spirit. We are now on the precipice of fulfilling
glorious and thrilling prophecies; entering into the wonderful and marvelous works of God which He ordained from
eternity---moving into the revelation of the “hidden mysteries” which He has kept reserved to be fulfilled in these
very last days. Yes, “Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God,” for “The Lord loves the gates of Zion more
than all the dwellings of Jacob” (Psalm 87:2-3). The Lord has determined to “exalt [His house] above the hills” and
that “all nations shall flow unto it” (Isaiah 2:2). And we may be sure that His prophetic Word and eternal purpose
will not fail. Yes, He has a “set time” to favor Zion: and at that time He “shall arise and have mercy upon Zion: for
the time to favor her, yea, the set time, is come” (Psalm 102:13).
Do not doubt, brethren, the Word of the Lord! Not one “jot or tittle” shall fail of His prophetic purpose for the
church. Personally, I live moment by moment in thrilling expectations of His propmises. I don’t know if I will live to
see them all fulfilled, but even now I constantly gaze upon the horizons expecting to see the multitudes of Gentiles
and the elect Jews coming together in this “one new man” (Ephesians 2:15; 3:6). Yes, even now, I am “lifting up
[my] eyes round about [to] see: [for] all they gather themselves together, they come to you [the church]: your sons
shall come from far, and your daughters shall be nursed at your side. Then you shall see, and flow together, and your
heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea shall be converted unto you, the forces of the
Gentiles shall come unto you” (Isaiah 60:4-5).
We are ridiculed for believing the prophetic vision of the church, particularly because we believe and preach
that God is going to bring about the union of all of His people in one visible body of Christ, and because we labor
with God toward this end. Our critics say that Christian union it is a pipedream, and that we have misunderstood and
misinterpreted the Scriptures to support our vision. But we believe the vision is so plain that even Christians with
just one eye open should be able to see it. It is as plain as the doctrine and experience of holiness, which the prophet
says leads to Zion (Isaiah 35:8 and cp. 11:16; 40:3-9).
We proclaim in Zion Assembly that God will perform these miraculous endtime events according to the plain
revelation of His Word---namely, the gathering together of His people into one visible body and government, and the
perfection of this body for the glory of God. The evidence in Scripture to support our proclamation is overwhelming.
“In the dispensation of the fullness of times He might gather together in one all things in Christ . . . Who works
all things after the counsel of His Own Will” (Ephesians 1:10-11). “And that He might reconcile both [Jews and
Gentiles] unto God in one body by the Cross . . . ” (2:16). “There shall be one fold, and one Shepherd” (John 10:16;
see also John 11:49-52; Isaiah 60:1-5; et al.).
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Pressing in all Gentleness
Bruce Sullivan
Director of the School of Ministry

(Note: this message was preached on September13, 2014 in the
General Assembly in Knoxville, Tennessee.)
And when the scribes and Pharisees saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they said unto his disciples, How
is it that he eats and drinks with publicans and sinners? When Jesus heard it, he saith unto them, They that
are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance (Mark 2:16-17).
But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherishes her children: So being affectionately desirous of you,
we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were
dear unto us (1 Thessalonians 2:7-8).
The message of eternal judgment and hell must be preached
with gentleness, understanding that God’s desire for them
is not to go to hell but to repent and be saved (1 Peter 3:9).
I heard a story once about a church which was
seeking a new pastor. It was one of those
churches which auditioned the candidates
and arranged for two prospective pastors
to preach on successive Sundays.
Interestingly, they both chose to preach
on hell. Afterwards, the committee chose
their man. One of the members asked a
committeeman, “How did you decide
between the two men? After all, they
both preached on the same subject.” The
committeeman replied, “Yes, but one
preached hell like it broke his heart, and the
other preached it like he was glad people
were going.” We must preach the Word of
God with compassion and gentleness. If
you encounter my lost child, please don’t
speak or preach to her like you’re glad
she is going to hell. It breaks my heart. It
breaks God’s heart. Preach like it is breaking your heart.
As Jesus prepared to enter Jerusalem a week before His
crucifixion, He stopped on a hill overlooking the city and
began to weep. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee,
how often would I have gathered thy children together, even
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye
would not!”(Matthew 23:37, KJV). Imagine, God incarnate
looked down on the city which had abused His prophets,
ignored His attempts to save them, and would soon crucify
Him: yet He wept for them! Such is the gentle and patient

The subject I have been given is “Pressing in all
Gentleness.” The commission of the church is to go into
all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature.
In 2 Corinthians 5:20, Paul calls us
“ambassadors” for Christ. An ambassador
is one who is sent by a ruler with a message
to a group outside of his kingdom. We have
been sent by our King to declare His offer of
salvation and eternal life to every creature
in the world. As ambassadors our success is
not judged based on whether people receive
the message but whether we deliver it. We
are then not to be RESULTS oriented but
MISSION oriented. Jesus made it very
clear that some will believe and be saved
and some will believe not and be damned
(Mark 16:16). So then, our success is not
based on how many respond positively to
what we are saying, but whether we have
faithfully delivered the message to those to
whom we have been sent. Therefore, our
commission is not to win a million or even
a billion people but it is much grander. It is to “Go into all
the world and preach the Gospel to every creature” (Mark
16:15).
Having said that, our mission is not simply to declare
the message, but to declare it in the manner in which it was
intended. An ambassador does an injustice to his master if
he doesn’t declare the message in the right way or in the
right spirit. In our case, we must declare His message in the
“meekness and gentleness” of Christ. For example, you can
angrily tell a sinner, “YOU’RE GOING TO HELL!” The
statement may be true but the way it was said was wrong.
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nature of our God, and such should be our attitude toward
sinners.
Jesus didn’t come to condemn the world but to
save it (John 3:17). On one occasion Jesus sought to pass
through a Samaritan village on His way to Jerusalem, but
the town refused Him entrance. In response, James and
John asked, “Do you want us to call fire down from heaven
and destroy them?” Jesus responded, “Ye know not what
manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son of man is not come
to destroy men’s lives, but to save them” (Luke 9:55-56).
The message of Christ is not a message of
condemnation, but of mercy and forgiveness. Are you
saying we shouldn’t declare judgment? No. I’m saying
judgment isn’t the whole Gospel. If you tell the sinner,
“You’re going to hell!” That isn’t the Gospel. The Gospel
is, “You’re going to hell, but God sent His Son to save
you!” I’m a big believer that we should be preaching about
hell and judgment, especially in a society which practices
Epicureanism and hedonism, whose philosophy is “let us
eat, drink, and be merry for tomorrow we die.” We must
preach it, and we must preach it firmly; but we must also
preach it with the gentleness and compassion of Christ.
God help us to preach with tears.
Many times I’ll finish a sermon and ask my wife,
“Did I sound right?” I’m not asking her about the content
but the delivery. Did I say the right thing the right way? Did
I communicate the message of God with the heart of God?
No doubt you have heard people say, “The church
is a hospital.” Without question, some have misapplied that
analogy to justify taking members into their churches which
are in open sin and unrepentant. They say, “We’re a hospital
and we shouldn’t refuse membership to anyone.” Such an
application is foolish. However, the hospital analogy is
true if it is applied in the correct sense. While we do not
accept unrepentant sinners as members, we do want our
local churches to be places where sinners feel welcome to
attend and where they can find HEALING. The unrepentant
should never be made to feel comfortable in their sins, but
they should feel welcomed to attend in a loving and caring
atmosphere.
Jesus was the great physician. He spent His time
with sinners because as He said, “They that are whole have
no need of the physician, but they that are sick . . .” (Mark
2:17, KJV). A doctor’s job is to treat the sick; and sinners
have a deadly, spiritual illness which must be treated before
it is too late. I’m sure doctors are sometimes disgusted
by some of the diseases which are brought to them for
treatment; however, they don’t avoid the diseased. The
diseased are their job! In the same way, we don’t avoid
sinners or seek to close our services to sinners. Sinners are
why we are here. We want the sinners to attend so they can
find spiritual healing.
Doctors see a lot of illnesses and wounds which
are no doubt difficult to look upon or touch; however,

they don’t point at their patients’ wounds and say, “Eww,
you’re nasty get away from me!” They have to overcome
their natural aversion to the unsightly and treat them with
compassion. By the same token, there are going to be times
that you and I are going to have to deal with sins which we
find personally disgusting. We must be able to separate the
sickness from the poor person who is sick and treat them
with the gentleness of Christ.
Again, doctors don’t get angry with the sick for
being sick. Instead, they treat them. As workers in God’s
spiritual hospital, we must remember that sinners are not
our enemies but our patients. There are times when patients
get confused and fight their caregivers because they think
they are trying to harm them, when actually they’re trying
to heal them. Sinners are going to sometimes strike out at us
not realizing we are here to help them. We must not respond
with harshness but with gentleness, realizing they are not
opposing us so much as they are “opposing themselves.”
“And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but
be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in
meekness instructing those that oppose themselves;
if God peradventure will give them repentance to
the acknowledging of the truth” (2 Timothy 2:24-25,
KJV).
Sometimes doctors have to deliver difficult news.
For instance, they may have to tell their patient they have a
serious illness. In those times, it is especially important for
a doctor to have what is called “Good Bedside Manner.”
This means he must deliver the negative news in a positive,
compassionate and sensitive way. He must inform the
person as to his dire situation while always pointing to the
course of action which will bring about his cure. Jesus had a
good bedside manner. The repentant loved Jesus not because
he condoned them but because He treated their sickness
with gentleness and compassion. In the same manner, a
good minister and a good church will speak the truth with
gentleness, compassion, positivity, and sensitivity.
Some
people
confuse
gentleness
with
permissiveness. Ministers and churches excuse themselves
from dealing with sin by claiming that dealing with sin
is mean-spirited, judgmental and harsh. To these people,
avoiding dealing with a person’s sin is the sensitive and
caring thing to do. However, it would be irresponsible for
a doctor to shun his responsibility by being silent about a
person’s illness or by lying and telling the sick they aren’t
sick. This is especially true if he knows there is a cure. How
is it loving and gentle to not tell a person with treatable
cancer, he has cancer? Is letting them die in ignorance a
better alternative than making them uncomfortable by telling
them the truth and then curing their disease? Gentleness is
not avoiding telling the truth but telling the truth with
sensitivity. You can be firm without being harsh.
Jesus wasn’t silent about sin. He dealt with sin but
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He did it with gentleness, longsuffering and sensitivity. He
what Jesus says in John 16:12-13: “I have yet many things
was gentle with the “woman caught in the act of adultery”
to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit
while at the same time calling her to repentance (John 8:3when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into
11). He was gentle with the “woman at the well.” Though
all truth . . .”
Jesus made her confront her sinful past, he did so while
One thing I have learned from years of pastoral work
offering her “Living Water” (John 4:6-29).
is you can’t get carnal people to do spiritual things. You
The church is indeed a spiritual hospital. Like all
can’t get people who haven’t put God first to do what only
hospitals, the church is a place where spiritual babies are
people who have put God first will do. You can’t “drive”
born and newborn Christians are cared for and nurtured. As
people to do what is right. “Drive” implies reluctance.
we care for these “newborn” Christians, we must be careful
You have to lead them to the Holy Spirit and then He will
to do so in the fear of God. They are God’s babies and they
teach them. 1 John 5:3 says, “For this is the love of God,
are dear to Him. Jesus said in Matthew 18:6, “But whoso
that we keep his commandments: and his commandments
shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it
are not grievous. When they love God above all and have
were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his
surrendered to the Holy Spirit then they will listen to you
neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.”
talk about the things they need to change. They will then
Babies must be handled gently and not roughly. My
willingly give them up, counting them but dung because
nephew’s daughter is just learning to talk. She had said very
their love for Christ far outweighs their love for anyone or
few words, but one day she startled her mother as she was
anything else.
being changed by saying, “EASY.” I guess it was her way
Finally, we must remember that when a baby is learning
of telling her mother to be gentle. Babies must be treated
to walk, it may
with gentleness. How
stumble. Be gentle
you say something is “...we must remember that when a baby is learning to with those Christians
as important as what walk, it may stumble. Be gentle with those Christians who stumble. Don’t
you say. If a newborn
kick them while they
isn’t
dressing who stumble. Don’t kick them while they are down are down, but pick
appropriately, there but pick them up and help them along. Galatians 6:1 them up and help
is a way to deal
them along. Galatians
with him and there says, “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, 6:1 says, “Brethren, if
is a way not to deal ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the a man be overtaken in
with him. Telling
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou a fault, ye which are
a young lady, “You
spiritual, restore such
look like a prostitute” also be tempted.” Some may need simply a gentle an one in the spirit of
or “You look like
helping hand. Some may need to be disciplined. meekness; considering
a clown” would be
thyself, lest thou also
counterproductive However, even when we are forced to discipline it be tempted.” Some
and nothing like should be done in the Spirit of Christ with gentleness may need simply a
Christ. I have seen
gentle helping hand.
some foolish church remembering our goal is always restoration.”
Some may need to be
people handle God’s
disciplined. However,
children roughly, and some of it caused the newborns to
even when we are forced to discipline, it should be done in
become discouraged. Be easy while you are changing
the Spirit of Christ with gentleness remembering our goal
newborn Christians.
is always restoration.
Paul was well aware that you have to give babies
Abortion clinics and hospital nurseries deal with
small portions and simple food before they are mature
babies. One nurtures life and the other harbors death. Our
enough to digest stronger food. In 1 Corinthians 3:2 he
churches will be nurseries or abortion clinics depending on
wrote, “I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for
our attitudes and actions toward newborns.
hitherto ye were not able to bear it . . .” Jesus even spoonfed the apostles because He was sensitive to what they
“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that
could bear at the time. “I have yet many things to say unto
ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,
you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he, the
with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering,
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth . .
forbearing one another in love”(Ephesians 4:1-2, KJV).
.” (John 16:12-13a). A wise pastor or church will not try to
shove a steak in a baby’s mouth. Start by leading them to
sanctification and the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Notice
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Pressing in the Power of His Light
Joseph Steele

Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia
Note: this message was preached on September10, 2014 in the
General Assembly in Knoxville, Tennessee.
And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising (Isaiah 60:3).
Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle,
and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it gives light unto all that are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven (Matthew 5:14-16).
Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that follows me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life (John 8:12).
The people that sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of
death light is sprung up (Matthew 4:16-17).

We already have kings and princes coming to the
brightness of our rising. Just look at these 19 overseers that
are sitting among us here this evening from the nations!
These men are the “cream of the crop” in
their countries, royalty if you will. Light
springing up in many places seems to be in
proportion to Zion Assembly springing up.
We know that Jesus is the Light
that sprang into this world. Not only that,
but He is the Light of Life expressed by
God the Father, having brought this world
into existence and having given the breath
of life to every living creature. We also
understand that He is the only spark of
Eternal Life whereby men may be saved.
Jesus said, Whosoever will, let him come.
It is even more amazing to
consider the following: we are His called-out people,
His vessels, gloriously regenerated and transformed
by the power of His Gospel to show forth His light
in this world! Thus, we are not only the beneficiaries
of this “shining light,” we are the conveyers of it!
“Let your light so shine before men . . . And the
Gentiles shall come to thy light . . . The people
which sat in darkness saw great light; and to
them which sat in the region and shadow of death
light is sprung up.”

What are the characteristics of light? First of all,
light is very fast. What it does, it does quickly. Its effects
are sudden. It strikes abruptly, penetrates deeply, and dispels
entirely that which is unlike itself. It is impacting
and initially disabling. It stops whatever was
happening in darkness in its tracks. It can even
be painful, disrupting and frightening.
One of the initial effects of the explosion
of an atomic bomb is the burst of super intense
light. When this occurred in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki in August 1945, images of people and
objects were superimposed onto flat surfaces
such as the walls of buildings left standing some
distance from ground zero.
The products of light and darkness are opposites
of each other. Whereas darkness generates fear,
despair, doubt, deceit, disorientation, disaster and
chaos; light chases these away and fills up that space with
peace, hope, promise, joy, righteousness, and abundant life.
Hell is a dark place except for the impure glow of burning
sulfur. Heaven, on the other hand, is full of light.
And the city had no need of the sun, neither of
the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And
the nations of them which are saved shall walk
the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring

Continued on page 14

Zion Assembly Ministers
The Mississippi Sportsman
magazine recently recognized
the professional fishing skills of
Jerry Pounders of the Columbus
Mississippi church. The popular
magazine featured Jerry in its
November issue, labeling him as
a “catfish pro” and underscoring
some of his “secrets” toward
winning fishing tournaments
across the region with his brother
Joey.
But more importantly the
magazine recognized that Jerry’s
Christian faith and church
commitment comes first in his
life. On the cover page of the
article, the Sportsman noted,
“Jerry Pounders of Columbus
is a man of God first and
catfisherman second.” Later the
three-page story acknowledged
that “[Jerry’s] first calling is
in the service of the Lord as a
youth pastor at Zion Assembly
Church of God . . .”
Jerry and his wife, Nicole,
are faithful and active in the
church in Columbus. Jerry
teaches the adult Sunday School
class and is involved in outreach
ministry; Nicole leads in singing,
and is involved in Children’s
ministries. Both are completely
immersed in the ministry and
mission of the church, both
locally and internationally. They
have two lovely children, Lane
(7) and Lillie (4).

This photo of Jerry holding a 40-pound catfish appeared on the front
page of the article that featured him in the Mississippi Sportsman.
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Recognized and Honored
Trevor Graves, one of our well-known evangelists
and musicians from the Scottville, Kentucky church,
entered a song that he had written in the songwriting
category of Embassy Music’s “Ultimate Talent Search.”
He was contacted soon thereafter by a representative
of that prestigious Institution and encouraged to enter
also the artist category of the competition. He ended
up winning both categories. We rejoice with Trevor in
these achievements, and feel honored with him because
we are “members one of another” in Zion Assembly.
This achievement has opened up several opportunities
for Trevor. As a result of winning the artist category,
he will be able to record his original song “Carry On’’
without it costing him anything. And he will receive
consultation from the president of Embassy Music, and be
able also to co-write with some experienced writers. As
Trevor Graves performing in Nashville
a result of winning the songwriting category, “Carry
On” will be sent to major publishers who will decide if it should be played on Christian radio stations. God has opened
these doors for Trevor; and he has committed himself to honor God at every opportunity, and to be a blessing to others!
Trevor and his wife, Shanda, are faithful workers for the Lord in the church at Scottsville. They have labored also in youth
camps and youth conventions in several states throughout the United States. They have two sons, Asa (6) and Abram (3).

“Carry On”

So I will take up the cross

V1) There are days that I just want to cry

As God gives grace to carry on

Giving up has sometimes crossed my mind

Repeat Chorus

But when I fall down upon my knees

Bridge

I find grace sufficient for every need

If you are weary and faint in your mind

With my faith placed in Christ

Consider the Shepherd who laid down His life

I can press toward the prize

Endured the cross and the weight of our sins

Ch) Carry on, I’ll carry on

Knowing that He would rise again

By the power of God I can carry on

To be our Priest at the Father’s right hand

Carry on, I’ll carry on

Giving us strength to endure to the end

Looking to Jesus, I’ll carry on

Revised Chorus- So carry on, just carry on
By the power of God you can carry on

V2) When the persecutions pierce my soul

Carry on, oh carry on

When I feel betrayed and all alone

Looking to Jesus, carry on

I remember God is on the throne
And He gives joy to those who are His own
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Cleveland Youth Convention
On November 7-8 2014 we celebrated the 10th anniversary of Zion Assembly in our Youth Convention in Cleveland,
Tennessee. Approximately 200 attended the event and the presence of the Holy Spirit was greatly felt. Some had come tired
after traveling all day, particularly four young people from Pennsylvania who drove 12 hours to be in the convention and
receive a special blessing from the Lord.
God blessed every session in such a marvelous way, and the youth worshipped in Spirit and truth. The song service
was beautiful, and energetic tag-team messages preached by Kari Snyder and Derrick McBride stirred the people. According
to Sister Snyder’s message, sometimes we get weary in climbing the mountain, but if we press on and set all else aside God
will always bless our spiritual determination. Praise the Lord! Pam Jones also preached about not “drawing back but moving
forward and focusing on Jesus.” During that Friday night service, the Spirit began to move so strongly and marvelously that
Sister Pam’s message was delayed. We simply allowed the Spirit of the Lord to do what He wanted; and, accordingly, chains
were broken and heavy hearts were turned into joy. A young man by the name of Josh Vaden testified that he was instantly
sanctified! After Sister Jones’ message on Friday night, young people were still at the altar seeking more and more of the
sweet presence of the Lord.
The following morning we enjoyed a wonderful worship service, and heard a powerful testimony from Lee Jaynes
of how God had transformed his life; then after Brother Lee’s testimony, Tom Brown, the overseer of the Mideast region
testified that his son had called him the previous night to tell him that he had repented and gave his life over to God again. A
father’s prayer was finally answered! Brother Brown then exhorted all under a powerful anointing to prove the faithfulness
of God, that is, to trust God in interceding for others, believing that God will answer prayer and bless those who “diligently
seek Him.” As Brother Brown shared this testimony, the house erupted in praise and worship: people shouted, prayed, spoke
in tongues and glorified the Lord. When some of the leaders who were in another part of the building in a business conference
heard the “commotion” in the sanctuary, they said it reminded them of the day of Pentecost in the book of Acts. Praise the Lord!
A powerful drama emphasizing going forward in the Lord was presented by the youth of Columbus, Mississippi. That
was followed by inspirational and informative classes taught by Allen Thompson, Kim Erwin, J.J. Davis, and Cheryl McDonald.
These classes focused on understanding the “Millennial Generation” and knowing how to reach them for Jesus Christ.
After a lunch break we came back for the final session of the convention. It was joyous and the worship was
beautiful. A special presentation by the “FOUR POPS”---a puppet show--- brought smiles to the convention. Then our
International Youth Director, Brother Miguel Garcia Jr., preached on commitment and being Spirit-led in the ministry. He
said we must make the decision to go and do what the Lord has called us to do. His message inspired the youth once again
to come to the altar and seek for divine strength. A beautiful spirit hovered over the saints during entire convention, and we
glorify God for it. Praise the Lord! Zion Assembly’s youth are moving forward.
Courtney Fields, reporter
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Pacific Coast Youth Convention
The 10th Annual Youth Convention for the Pacific Region was held November 14-15, 2014 in Rialto, California.
The young people were edified and challenged to move FORWARD in our salvation and in our work for the Lord. A total
of 356 attended the convention. The hearts of many were touched---three came forward and repented. One man came into
the convention under the influence of alcohol and confessed that “he had lost his family because of his addiction to alcohol.”
He was led to the Lord and repented. Praise the Lord! He said he wanted to move on in his life with the Lord. One received
sanctification; three others testified of being divinely healed; and many more were baptized with the Holy Spirit. God spoke
clearly to our young people in many ways on that glorious weekend.
Tag-team sermons were delivered Sandy Garcia, Erick Avila and Fatima Valadez, the latter being a new minister
from southern California. After the key message was preached on Friday night, the presence of the Holy Spirit began to
bring people to the altar to seek God’s face.
On Saturday morning classes were taught by Daysi Abrego and our International Youth Director, Brother Miguel
Garcia Jr. These classes were focused on reaching our generation---the Millennial Generation”--- and more particularly on
how to reach them. Also our regional overseer, Bishop Miguel Garcia, Sr., taught a class to the adults.
The Saturday afternoon was also filled with the presence of the Lord. Our people came ready to hear the Word of
God and expecting a great move of God. The song service was beautiful and packed with adoration to our King. A drama
was presented showing the young people that the torch is now being handed down to our generation, and that it will be up
to us to keep the Gospel moving “FORWARD!” During his annual address to the young people, Brother Miguel Jr. stirred
and challenged us to leave all behind and pursue Christ, and to push forward against all odds to reap His great harvest. And
the youth seemed ready to go!
During the last session of the convention, we were witnesses to a great Youth March. Our young people came ready
and energized to march and show their allegiance to God. They displayed banners representing their churches---banners
of all colors and sizes demonstrating that our young people are not afraid to move FORWARD. We thank God for His
presence; the convention was a wonderful celebration of God’s love and power. The youth then prepared to return to their
homes and communities saying, “Let’s go for the Lord!”
Noemi Diaz, reporter
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“Pressing in the Power of His Light”

it and rebuilding firmly upon it. Getting back on the solid
rock has largely been vertical---looking upward to God.
And now, at the 10 year mark, it seems like the Holy Ghost
is indicating it’s time for a new thrust.
Taking our bearings from that vertical plumb-line
and launching forth from here, it seems now there is much
work to be shouldered in a horizontal direction. The nations
must be evangelized, here in this nation and throughout
the world. We’ll be hearing from Brother Carter in a little
bit about the mission work in this country. He will almost
certainly tell us that we’ve got to find a way to get out of
our four walls and take this life changing Gospel to where
the lost are.
The basic element of the horizontal thrust is personal
evangelism, getting under a burden for the perishing and
craving revival above all else. And this comes out of the
context of understanding the Gospel and what salvation
really is.
The second question that Brother Phillips posed
is, “How do we go from here?” Since the convention in
Mississippi in July which I was privileged to attend, the
Holy Ghost has been dealing with me about the men with
whom I work on a public job in Chattanooga. The Lord
gave me this job during the Assembly last year. About 50
men work out of this truck terminal on the north side of
town. A few of us wanted to start having a devotional there
on a regular basis to give others an opportunity to hear the
Gospel. I’ve felt a burden for these guys for some time. But
lately I’m feeling urged by the Lord to walk circumspectly
and redeem the time. So I asked the terminal manager and
he granted permission to have the devotionals.
At Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia where I pastor,
it seems like most of the time we’re just preaching to
ourselves. We know that a multitude of people around us
is sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death. And the
message we have is exactly what they need, and desperately
so. We’ve got to find a way to get out of our four walls
because they’re not coming in to us. If we’re not careful we
become isolated in our church experience. Let’s find a way
to witness, preach, and reach out to sinners; perhaps even
carry our services out to them on occasion.
Pastor Pete Sarry shared with me during the
luncheon yesterday that doors are opening for them in
southern California. Through patience, their witnessing and
house to house visitations have turned into prayer meetings
and Bible studies, and in some cases into regular services.
This Light that dwells in us is not of us. It is far
more powerful than anything we can generate. But, still, it
is ours, given to us by God as a gift. And now it’s up to us to
use it. We may be sure that this divine light and life will not
fail to produce according to its inherent properties. We we
simply have to bring the two elements together--- the Light
and the lost. God will do His part if we will do ours!

Continued from page 7

their glory and honor into it. And the gates of it
shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be
no night there (Revelation21:23-25).
The divine light of Jesus Christ which now shines
in us is converting. It changes the quality of whatever it
envelops or fills. The very nature of it generates, realigns, and
redirects according to the purpose and righteousness of God.
And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey,
and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon,
suddenly there shone from heaven a great light
round about me . . . And now why tarriest thou?
arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord (Acts 22:6, 16).
What I want you to notice here about Paul’s personal
testimony is that the light came first, then the cleansing. My
life took an ‘about face’---an abrupt turnabout---when the
light of Jesus Christ struck me. I was in college in Daytona
Beach, Florida in 1981, and after His light shined upon
me a realignment occurred over the next few months. This
generated some conflict with my father, my roommates,
and my life’s plans. The field of aviation was no longer the
spark in my life, but Christ and His great harvest was.
So what about PRESSING IN THE POWER OF HIS
LIGHT? What seems to be the message of the Spirit to the
church in this Assembly? It seems to me that we must arise
and wake up to this Light that we have already in us!
“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are
ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather reprove them. But all
things that are reproved are made manifest by the
light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.
Wherefore he says, Awake thou that sleeps, and
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee
light. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as
fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, because
the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise,
but understanding what the will of the Lord is”
(Ephesians 5:8, 11-17).
Brother Phillips posed two questions in his Welcome to
the Assembly delegates in the front of the program. First,
“Where do we go from here?” What a tremendous 10 years
we have had! A core element of what has been accomplished
during this time is the restoration and reestablishment of
our faith, vision, confidence, and spirit concerning Christ
and the church. Getting the doctrine right has been a major
emphasis. The focus has been on the foundation:
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TOO BAD THEY NEGLECTED JOE!

The

W. L. Castlen

Lighter

Recently I chanced to read this statement, “Drop
a coin on a sidewalk and almost every eye will follow,
but drop a needy child in a community, and very few
will pay any attention.” It should make us weep.
Here is a tragic supportive story. A little guy
named Joe had polio and was left crippled. No one paid
any attention to him until one day someone took him
to Sunday School where the teacher neglected him,
other children made fun of him, and some avoided him
because he was crippled.
Because of this, little Joe soured on the church--and later became bitter toward the Lord Jesus Christ and
all Christians.
Joe was determined to succeed and continued in
school, finally earning his doctorate from Heidelberg
University.
One day a man with a Charlie Chaplin mustache
and delusions of grandeur put his arm around the shoulder
of little Joe and said, “Joseph, I think a lot of you.
You and I could do much together.” The young fellow
responded warmly to this attention and encouragement.
In time, Joseph Goebbels became the propaganda
minister for Germany under Adolph Hitler.
I wonder what might have happened if that
Sunday School teacher had shown love to little Joe and
led him to a saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. You
know, almost any child can be won to the Lord if we
get to him in time---and love him. If this had happened,
Joseph Goebblels might have become a minister of the
Nazarene rather that of the Nazis!
What about the “little Joe’s” in your community?
in your city? Let’s get them in our Sunday Schools and
love them to Jesus Christ.

Side
Julie Steele
“A merry heart does good like a medicine...”
The Hotel is Full
A Jewish lady by the name Rosenberg was
stranded late one night at a fashionable resort – one
that did not admit Jews. The desk clerk looked down at
his book and said, “Sorry, no room. The hotel is full.”
Mrs. Rosenberg said, “But your sign says that
you have vacancies.”
The desk clerk stammered and then said curtly,
“You know that we do not admit Jews. Now if you
will try the other side of town…”
Mrs. Rosenberg stiffened noticeably and said,
“I’ll have you know I converted to your religion.”
The desk clerk said, “Oh, yeah; let me give you
a little test. How was Jesus born?”
Mrs. Rosenberg replied, “He was born to a virgin
named Mary in a little town called Bethlehem.”
“Very good,” replied the hotel clerk. “Tell me
more.”
Mrs. Rosenberg replied, “He was born in a
manger.”
“That’s right,” said the hotel clerk. “And why
was he born in a manger?”
Mrs. Rosenberg said loudly, “Because a jerk
like you in the hotel wouldn’t give a Jewish lady a
room for the night.”

Facts About Christmas Reindeer

_____________________________________________

According to the Alaska Department of Fish
and Game, while both male and female reindeer grow
antlers in the summer each year, male reindeer drop
their antlers at the beginning of winter, usually late
November to mid-December.
Female reindeer retain their antlers till after
they give birth in the spring. Therefore, according to
EVERY historical rendition depicting Santa’s reindeer,
EVERY single one of them, from Rudolph to Blitzen,
had to be a girl.
We should have known that ONLY women
could really drag a fat man in a red velvet suit all
around the world in one night and not get lost.

Your Sins Can Be Forgiven
God loves you and wants to forgive your sins and
give you peace of mind. God has never turned anyone
away who came to Him in earnest, seeking salvation.
The way has been made for you to be saved.
Christ died in your place on the Cross, but you must
accept the salvation He provided by faith.
Admit you are a sinner. “All have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). “All
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way” (Isaiah 53:6).
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Upcoming Events
Western Region Ladies Retreat
February 6-8, 2015
Double Tree Hotel, Ontario, Calfornia
Eastern Region Ladies Retreat
February 27-March 1, 2015
Oak Tree Lodge, Sevierville, Tennessee
School of Ministry
Cleveland
May 10-22
San Jose, California
April 5-11
Rialto, California
April 12-18
General Assembly
September 8-13

