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“And the . . . angel Gabriel was sent from God . . . to a virgin [whose name] was
Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou art highly favored, the
Lord is with thee. . .and when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying . . . and
the angel said unto her, Fear not: for thou hast found favor with God. And behold,
thou shalt bring forth a son. . .and He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of
the Highest . . .” (Lk. 1.26-32)

Editorials . . .

The Spirit and Power of Christmas

The day that Christ was born in Bethlehem almost 2000 years ago attracted the attention of the heavenly host;
for says the inspired narrative:
“Suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men” (Lk, 2.13-14)
That memorable event still stands as the only defense between man and his destruction. Christ alone provided the
propitiation for our sins (Rom. 3.25; 1 Jn. 4.10); that is, He alone was capable of intervening and turning away the wrath
of God from destroying the whole human race.
If it were not for Christmas and Good Friday and Easter, all men [the whole race of man that has descended from
Adam] would have inevitably been cast away from God’s presence and into the lake of fire! (Rev. 13.8; 17.8; 20.15;
21.27); for all received from Adam by transmission a sinful nature and thus “were by nature the children of wrath” and
“fitted to destruction” (Rom. 9.22; Eph. 2.2-3; 5.6-8; Col. 3.6).
But, notwithstanding, in his infinite love and great mercy, God devised a plan in Christ to save the world (Eph.
1.3-9)---that is, to save anyone who will truly and sincerely publicly acknowledge their sins and call upon the name of
the Lord to be saved (Rom. 10.13; 2 Pet. 3.9).
In the Christmas story of this edition (see pp. 8-9), the spirit and power of Christmas was manifested in the life
of Tom Galson---a man bound in a pathetic and hopeless situation. As the story unfolds, we learn once again that in
Christ all things are possible; that there is no situation nor circumstance which God cannot penetrate by His marvelous
grace and save to the uttermost! Indeed, no one is out of reach of God’s infinite love and mercy; no one has stooped so
low that God will not condescend to raise him up in Christ and rescue him through His Spirit!---if that man will humble
himself before God and repent!
This is the Good News that we are proclaiming throughout the world in Christ Jesus: “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes on Him shall not perish but have everlasting life” (Jn.
3.16). But at the same time, we are warning all men also of the Bad News---that is, “ . . . he that believes not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abides upon him” (v. 36).
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“And the Angel said unto [Mary], Fear
Not ... for you have found favor with God
... behold, you shall conceive in thy womb;
and bring forth a son; and you shall call
his name Jesus” (Lk .1.30-32).
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Zion Assembly Distinctions
Smoking and Chewing Tobacco
These Practices Do Not Please the Lord
Wade H. Phillips
Not that long ago holiness people were criticized and
marginalized for taking a stand against the use (actually the
abuse) of tobacco. In those days most Christians said that
we should not judge one another in regard to smoking and
chewing tobacco---that these practices should be left to each
person’s conscience. Consequently those who censored the
use of tobacco were accused of being bigoted, fanatical,
and narrow-minded.

9 milligrams of nicotine, and a typical cigar about 150
milligrams of the deadly chemical. There is enough nicotine
in 4 or 5 cigarettes to kill an average adult if the nicotine is
ingested whole (that is, taken as a pure drop of nicotine in
liquid form). Only the fact that most of the nicotine is burned
off rather than ingested in the process of smoking prevents
sudden death. This means of course, on the other hand, that
smoking is simply a gradual way of killing oneself.

Smoking and Chewing
are Addictive and Harmful

A Global Epidemic
It is estimated that more than 1.1 billion people today
are addicted to this corruptible narcotic, and this number is
expected to increase to 1.6 million in the next seven years.
China alone has 300 million smokers, and these smokers
consume an estimated 1.7 trillion cigarettes a year---or
4 million a minute! Globally, about 10 million cigarettes
are
purchased
every
minute--15 billion a
day! Trillions of
cigarette filters,
filled with toxic
chemicals from
tobacco smoke,
are dumped into
our environment
annually. It takes
18 months to
ten years for
these filters to
decompose,
which
creates
consequently an
environmental
hazard.
About 80,000-100,000 kids a day are becoming hooked
on cigarettes, 3000 a day in the United States. Globally, 20
percent of all teens between 13 and 15 years of age smoke.
It is estimated that 25 percent of youth in East Asia and the
western Pacific region of the world will die from inhaling
tobacco poisons. Half of all long-term smokers will die of
tobacco-related deaths.

But medical science gradually in the late nineteenthand twentieth century brought to light the many physical,
emotional, and mental corruptions associated with smoking
and chewing tobacco. It was discovered that this seemingly
harmless plant actually contains one of the most addictive
and destructive drugs known to man---nicotine. This
substance acts as a stimulant as well as a depressant, sending
its deceptive message to the brain rapidly (in about 10
seconds) and also repeatedly, creating the addiction and the
consequent corruption of the user’s physical and emotional
systems. Blood vessels are constricted causing various
malfunctions in the body; neurotransmitters launch a chain
of chemical reactions which send confusing messages that
eventually create havoc in the body---affecting nearly every
vital organ. There is now indisputable medical evidence that
smoking causes various kinds of cancer, heart disease, lung
diseases such as tuberculosis, and cancers of the mouth and
throat. Tobacco poisons increase morbidity, infections, and
various physical and emotional abnormalities.
Reliable medical sources report that each puff of a
cigarette supplies a dose of the poisonous nicotine; thus
the average smoker inhales approximately 300 doses of the
deadly toxin each day, which is a higher dosage than any
other known drug. Such habitual dosages make the drug
extremely addictive and destructive; for once the smoker is
hooked, his body craves the stimulant---longs for a constant
fix. Moreover, if the craving is not satisfied, the smoker
experiences withdrawal symptoms. Part of the deceptive
power of nicotine is that the smoker or tobacco chewer
refuses to acknowledge that he is addicted to dope.
A typical manufactured cigarette contains about 84

Smoking Harms Others

and women---had already become hooked on nicotine. The
majority of the men addicted smoked and chewed tobacco,
and the majority of the women used snuff---sniffing the
powder up through their noses, or otherwise lodging the
substance under their tongues and between their lips and
gums. Children also became addicted to the narcotic. The
use of tobacco was in fact a cultural norm in the Appalachian
Mountains.
As early as the first Assembly in 1906, M.S.
Lemons was assigned to speak on the subject, “The Use of
Tobacco.” Following his discourse, the Assembly agreed to
censor the use of tobacco. It was pointed out that

It has become known recently also that tobacco
smoke harms others. What is now called “secondhand
smoking” has contributed to cancer and other diseases in
unsuspecting victims. It is estimated by sources that 600,000
non-smokers die each year from inhaling secondhand
smoke. The World Health Organization has thus warned:
“There is no safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke.”
There are 69 chemicals in secondhand smoke that
are known to cause cancer. Though medical research is
not absolutely conclusive as yet, it is believed that breast
cancer, nasal cavity cancers, nasopharyngeal cancers,
leukemia, lymphoma, and brain cancers in children are
all related to some degree to secondhand smoke. There is,
morever, sufficient proof that secondhand smoke contains
2 to 5 times more carcinogens than mainstream smoke. It

“It is offensive to those who do not use it; weakens
and impairs the mind and nervous system; is a
near relative to drunkenness; bad influence and
example to the young; useless expense, the money
for which ought to be used to clothe the poor, and
spread the gospel or make the homes of our country
more comfortable; and last we believe its use to
be contrary to the Scripture, and as Christ is our
example, we cannot believe He would use it in any
form or under any circumstances.”
In addressing the issue in 1908, it was agreed that
the use of tobacco is a “filthy habit”---filthiness of the flesh
and destructive to the body---and thus unbecoming to a child
of God. It was pointed out further that it is an expensive
habit and thus a transgression against the stewardship of
our Lord’s money (Isa. 55.2; 2 Cor. 7.1; Gal. 5.19-21; Eph.
5.3-7 were cited to support the church’s position).

Smoking and Chewing
in the Light of the Bible

is known also that secondhand smoke hinders the function
of certain antioxidants that otherwise would help repair
cell damage. It is estimated that non smokers who inhale
secondhand smoke increase their risk of heart damage more
than 25 percent. And more than 45,000 heart disease-related
deaths will occur in the United States this year through
exposure to secondhand smoke.

It is true that the Bible does not mention tobacco per
se; yet the Scriptures everywhere implicitly censor smoking
and chewing tobacco and using snuff; for these practices
are contrary to scores of biblical and moral principles. For
example, those bound by tobacco habits have been brought
under the power of the corruptible nicotine substance, a
condition explicitly condemned by the apostle Paul; for,
says the apostle, “I will not be brought under the power
of any”, that is, anything that is immoderate and defile the
body for this is displeasing to the Lord (1 Cor. 6.12-15) for
the body belongs to the Lord and should be brought under
His moral and spiritual authority; that is, it should not be
abused by sexual misconduct, drugs and/or drunkenness, or
any other work of the flesh (vv. 9-18; 9.27).
Smoking and chewing tobacco, as pointed out
above, have been scientifically proven to be destructive to
nearly every organ in the body, and thus these habits break
the apostle’s commandment laid down in 1 Cor. 6.16-20;
Eph. 2.21-22; 1 Thess. 5.22-23; et al). Further, smoking

(Note: much of the technical and medical data for this
message is taken from on-line articles by Dr. Judith
Mackay and Dr. Michael Eriksen in The Tobacco Atlas;
for comparative statistics, see article by Terry Martin---“20
Facts About Nicotine You Should Know”).

Our Church Pioneers were Illuminated
After the Church of God was immersed into the
Wesleyan-holiness tradition of the Gospel in 1895-1902,
our leaders almost immediately took a stand against the
use of tobacco---being illuminated by the Holy Spirit and
the science of their day. This created quite a disturbance
and controversy, at first, for quite a number---both men
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Continnued on page 10

“Where There Is No [Government], the People Perish”
Rick Ferrell
State Overseer (KY/IN/Ill)
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the
increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will perform this” (Isa. 9:6-7)
“

“And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Mt. 16.19).
“But chiefly them that walk the flesh in the lust of uncleaness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities” (2 Pet. 2.10).
Where there is no “government” the people perish.
Looking at the characteristics of God’s government, it is
difficult not to think about governmental institutions of
this world and to make comparisons. No matter what style
or form of civil government one may choose, there is one
thing they all have in common---they are all designed and
run by MAN.
We look around and see the corruption of manmade
governments. We see the desire and actions to use these
institutions to gain and preserve power and wealth. But
whether religious or political, each government ruled by men
is destined to failure. This is a distinguishing characteristic
between man’s government and God’s government. God’s
government will never fail.
God will have a people to raise His banner. He
will have a people to lift His standards, preach His word,
and teach His doctrine. Church, you may be assured that
regardless of who may be on the membership role or
who may be in leadership within the organization, God is
going to have a people who will fulfill His call to be His
government on this earth.
In our lifetime, we have seen “members in
particular” fail, including some prominent ministers. Yet
we never have seen, nor ever will see the failing of God’s
government. It may be covered over with darkness for a
time, but it will never ultimately fail. For, as our Presiding
Bishop preached many years ago in the General Assembly,
there is a transcending essence of the church---a prophetic
destiny that will ultimately be triumphant. In this sense, the
church is who she is not because of me, but in spite of me--in spite of all of us!
I’m here to tell you today that God’s church, His
government, will reach perfection whether I am faithful
to her or whether I’m not. He will have a people who
6

will do right and be obedient! For we know that He will
be presented with a bride, a chaste virgin, who will make
herself ready (Eph. 5.27). Oh yes, that time is coming soon;
and it’s going to be a glorious time.
I’m often reminded of the old song “What a day
that will be.” And the chorus says, “What a glorious day
that will be!” So, church, let us always bear in mind that
no matter how dark the times may become, we can in spite
of the circumstances boldly proclaim, “What a day this is
today!”
There are glorious days just ahead for the church.
We can say this because we know that God’s government
will never fail, because we know that Jesus Christ himself,
the Son of the Living God, will never fail. AMEN!
The Bible says “the government is upon His
shoulders”---and that it will “increase!” You may be
saying, “But what does that mean, Bro. Rick?” This very
declaration gives foundation to Paul’s illustration of Christ
being the Head of the church, and also that His government
works in and through His body. In order for Zion Assembly
to justify her claim to be the church of the Bible, we must
exalt Christ first and foremost and show that He is indeed
the Head of Zion Assembly.
Thus the first characteristic of God’s government
is that Christ is the head of the church. The second is that
the church has been given “the keys of the kingdom.” Keys
provide access. In this case, the keys of the kingdom give
access to all the power, authority and blessings of the King of
kings. Therefore, the church will manifest and demonstrate
the supernatural authority and power of Christ---including
miraculous signs and wonders! (Mk. 16.17-20).
So everything we need to fulfill what God has
commissioned us to accomplish is given to the church
right here---divine authority and spiritual power. God’s

-a nobility or class ruled government; and a democracy –-a
government on this earth has the power and authority to
government in which the authority rests in the majority of
proclaim the fullness of the Gospel and to execute judgment.
the people.
A lot of people don’t like to hear that. There is a
Summing up all of this, we conclude that when
mentality across the globe that says, “My morality or lack of
Christ is being exalted as the Head of the church, and we
it is none of your business---it’s my business. You shouldn’t
are using the keys to the kingdom that He has entrusted to
judge me!” But, see, God’s church is His government,
us, and are obeying our leaders---those who have been duly
and His government has the keys. And this makes it our
ordained to rule over us in the Lord---then THEOCRACY
business. The church was established by Christ in fact for
is at work.
this very reason---to establish order and discipline among
There is one more factor, however, namely, the
His people (Mt. 18.15-20), and to show men the difference
ministry of the Holy Spirit operating in and through
between good and evil, right and wrong (Lev. 10.10). How
the church. He is the oil that keeps the machine running
are we going to rule and reign with Christ in the coming
smoothly; and therefore the Holy Spirit is indispensable to
Millennium, if we are not practicing ruling here on earth
the life and work of the church, if we expect the church to
now? How will we ever make judgments there if we can’t
succeed in fulfilling her mission.
first make judgments here? Isn’t that Paul’s
The independent mindset that exists
point in 1 Corinthians 5.11-12; 6.1-6)?
in denominational Christianity today, and
Look, Zion Assembly is not a
that has flooded modern culture in general,
passive, lifeless body. It is actively engaged
is contrary to the Scriptures and the will of
in ruling and reigning with Christ in this
God. Neither Moses nor Jesus appointed
world---that is, Christ is actually here now
leaders and then said, “Go, do your own
in this present world ruling and reigning
thing!” Paul didn’t tell the church in Corinth
through His body, the church. For we are
to put away the fornicator, and then tell the
a spiritual house made up of lively stones
Galatians it’s alright to keep a fornicator.
(1 Pet. 2.5-9), that is, though the church is
No, he said “to deliver such a one to
visible and corporate, it is inwardly spiritual.
Satan … that his spirit may be saved”, for
Church, we have our constitution,
“fornicators will not inherit the kingdom of
the Bible, the written Word of God. And
God” (cp. 1 Cor. 6.9 with Gal. 5.17-19).
Jesus himself gave us the keys of the
kingdom---His power and authority--- Note: This message was preached in the God’s government operates the same in
all of the churches that truly belong to
to execute His will and judgments in
12th General Assembly on Wednesday
Him!
the earth according to His Word.
morning, September 9, 2015.
The wise man wrote, “Where
Third and finally, we are
there is no vision, the people perish”
commanded to follow them who are
(Prov. 29.18), that is, where there is no prophetic revelation
over us in the Lord as they follow Christ. It’s not a manof God’s will and purpose, and no divine government to
made thing; it’s a God thing---and we are commanded to
undergird it, the people perish. Church, I declare to you
obey. It’s an important principle in church government. This
today that if we lose the vision of God’s government, we
is where the rubber meets the road. Some within our ranks
too will perish. For you cannot have a full vision of Jesus
and possibly under the sound of my voice this morning
Christ without having a vision also of His government: for
have no problem with government---that is, until they are
the government is upon His shoulders.
confronted with it. That is when the veil is lifted and one’s
Without government, people tend to cast off all
true self becomes known.
How clear is your vision of the church? How deep
restraint and become liberal; and this in turn opens the door
does that vision run? To properly live this vision, we must
to excess and disobedience. Religious anarchy ensues and
in the words of Paul, “Submit [ourselves] one to another in
“gross darkness” envelopes the people (Isa. 60.2). This
the fear of God.” If we have a problem with this, we must
is not what Christ came into the world to establish and to
ask ourselves why? Look around. Submission to Godly
purchase with His own blood.
authority is a foreign concept in our culture. But we must
The only way to pierce the darkness of lawlessness
never let culture dictate our standards in Zion Assembly. For
and disobedience and to establish God’s will in the earth
God’s church is theocratic in nature---a government ruled
is by putting into operation His government, and for all to
by God through Spirit-filled men! God’s church is therefore
come together under the rule of the Head of the church.
a theocracy. But this does not mean me ruling for God, or
Otherwise, we’re just spinning our wheels and wasting
for that matter all of us together ruling for God, or in the
our time. May the Lord help us to get a vision of God’s
place of God; but it means rather God ruling through us!
government, put it into operation and submit to it!
Theocracy is distinguished therefore from an aristocracy-7

The Spirit and Po

“Tom Galson and

Some years ago while conducting a series of meetings in
Michigan City, I was asked to preach to the inmates of the prison.
Sitting there on the platform with the Governor I watched 700
men, young and old, march in.
They marched in lock-step---every man’s hand on the
shoulder of the man before him. At the word of command, they
sat down. Seventy-six of these men were “lifers,” committed to
prison for life for the crime of murder.
After the singing, I arose to preach but could hardly
speak for weeping. Disregarding all rules of the prison, in my
earnestness to help, I left the platform. I walked down the aisle
among the men, taking one, and then the other by the hand and
praying for him.
At the end of the row of those committed for murder sat
a man who, more than his fellows, seemed especially marked by
sin’s blighting curse. His face was stitched and rigid with scars
and marks of vice and sin. He looked as if he might be a demon
incarnate if aroused to anger. I placed my hand upon his shoulder
and wept and prayed for him.
When the service was over, the Governor said to me,
“Well, Kain do you know you have broken the rules of the prison
by leaving the platform? “Yes, Governor, but . . . I wanted to get
up close to the men to pray for them, and tell them of the love of
Jesus the Saviour.
“Do you remember, “ said the Governor, “the man at the
end of the line in the lifer’ row that you prayed with? Would you
like to hear his history?”
“Yes,” I answered gladly.
“Well, here it is in brief: Tom Glason was sent here
about eight years ago for the crime of murder. He was without
doubt one of the most desperate and vicious characters we had
ever received. And, as was expected, he gave us a great deal of
trouble.
“One Christmas Eve, about six years ago, duty compelled
me to spend the night at the prison instead of at home. Early the
next morning, while it was yet dark, I left the prison for my home,
my pockets full of presents for my little girl.
“It was bitter cold morning, and I buttoned my overcoat
up to protect myself from the lake. As I hurried along I thought
I saw somebody sulk in the shadow of the prison wall. I stopped
and looked a little more closely, and then I saw a little girl,
wretchedly clothed in a thin dress. Her bare feet were thrust in a
pair of worn-out shoes.
“In her hand she held, tightly clasped a small paper
parcel. Wondering who she was and why she was out so early,
and yet too weary to be interested, I hurried on. But I soon
heard that I was being followed. I stopped and turned around, and
there stood before me the same wretched-looking child.
“What do you want?” I asked sharply.

“Are
you
t h e

Governor of the prison, sir?”
“Yes, who are you, and why are you here?”
“Please sir, I have no home; Mama died in the poorhouse
two weeks ago, an’ she told me just before she died that Papa
(Tom Galson) was in prison; an’ she thought maybe he would
like to see his little girl when she was gone. Please, can’t you let
me see my Papa? Today is Christmas, and I want to give him a
present.’
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ower of Christmas

d His Little Girl”

girl came to see me, and I was the Governor an’ you asked me to
please see papa to give him a Christmas present, don’t you think
I would say yes?”
“By this time a great lump was in my throat and my eyes
were swimming in tears.
“I answered, ‘Yes, I think you would, and you shall see
your papa,’ Taking her hand, I hurried back to the prison thinking
of my own fair-haired little girl at home.
“Arriving in my office, I had her come near the warm
stove, while I sent a guard to bring No. 37 from his cell. As soon
as he came into the office and saw the little girl, his face clouded
with an angry frown, and a gruff, savage tone snapped out:
‘Nellie, what are you doing here? what do you want? Go back
home to your mother.’
‘Please, Papa,’ sobbed little Nellie, ‘Mama’s dead. She
died two weeks ago in the poorhouse, an’ before she died she
told me to tell you she loved you, too---but Papa,---and her voice
broke in sobs and tears---‘Jimmie died too, last week, and now I
am alone, Papa, an’---an’ I thought maybe as you loved Jimmie,
you would like a little Christmas present from him.’
“Here she unrolled the little bundle she held in her hand
until she came to a little package of tissue paper from which she
took out a little fair curl of hair, and put it in her father’s hands,
saying as she did so, ‘I cut it from dear little Jimmie’s head, Papa,
just before they buried him.’
“No 37 by this time was sobbing like a child, and so was
I. Stooping down, he picked up the little girl, and pressed her to
his breast while his great frame shook with suppressed emotion.
“The scene was too sacred for me to look upon. So, I
softly opened the door and left them alone. In about an hour I
returned. No. 37 sat near the stove, and his little girl on his knee.
He looked at me sheepishly for a moment, and then said,
‘Governor, I haven’t the money’---then suddenly
stripping off his prison jacket, he said, ‘For God’s sake don’t let
my little girl go out this bitter cold day with that thin dress. Let
me give her this coat. I’ll work early and late. I’ll do anything. I’ll
be a man. Please, Governor, let me cover her with this coat.”
“Tears were streaming down the face of the hardened
man.
“No, Galson,” I said, “keep your coat, your little girl
shall not suffer, I’ll take her to my home and see what my wife
can do for her.”
“ ‘God bless you, ‘ sobbed Galson.
“I took the child to my home, she remained with us a
number of years. She became a true Christian by faith, in the
Lord Jesus Christ. God’s Book shows man’s need and God’s
remedy (cf. Romans 3:9-24; John 3:1-6).
“Tom Galson also became a true Christian and gave us
no more trouble. (cf. Luke 8:35)

‘No,’
I
replied
g r u ff l y,
‘you will
have to wait
till visitors’
day.’ I had
not gone many steps when I felt a pull at my coat, and a pleading
voice said, ‘Please don’t go.’ I stopped once more, and looked
into the pinched beseeching face before me. Great tears were in
her eyes, and her little chin was quivering.
‘Mister,’ she said, ‘if your little child was me, and her
mama had died in the poorhouse, an’ her papa was in prison an’
she had no place to go and no one to love her, don’t you think she
would like to see her papa? If it was Christmas, and your little
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Smoking.and Chewing Tobacco
Continued from page 5

Zion Assembly is committed no less so than the
church in the New Testament to “continue steadfastly in
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship” (Acts 2.42). Hear the
apostle Paul:

and chewing tobacco come under the Scriptural category
of “filthiness of the flesh” and thus break the apostles’
commandments laid down in 2 Cor. 7.1-2; 1 Thess. 5.2223; 1 Pet. 1.13-16; 2.21-22; et al. It is also an abuse of our
stewardship of the Lord’s money (Isa. 55.2): for money that
could be used to feed and clothe widows and orphans, and
to evangelize the lost, is rather used to gratify the flesh and
defile the body.
In regard to secondhand smoke, the abuser of
tobacco breaks two of God’s cardinal commandments,
namely, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Mt.
22.39), and “As you would that men should do unto you,
do you also to them likewise” (Lk. 6.31). Harming others
with secondhand smoke also transgresses against the
corresponding responsibilities to be our brother’s keeper,
and to look out after our neighbor’s interests (Gen. 4.9;
Lev. 19.18; Mt. 5.43-44; 1 Cor. 12.20-25; Gal. 5.14; et al).
Hear the apostle: “Let no one seek his own, but each one
the other’s well-being” (1 Cor. 10.24 NKJV). Simply put,
indulging the habit of smoking negatively affects those
around us---including our companions and children!
In light of all the plain facts about smoking and
chewing tobacco, we conclude that one who indulges the
habits cannot please God. After all, we are admonished by
the apostle,

“Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that
ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield
ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness
unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those
that are alive from the dead, and your members
as instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin
shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not
under the law, but under grace. What then? Shall
we sin, because we are not under the law, but under
grace? God forbid. Know ye not, that to whom ye
yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye
are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death,
or of obedience unto righteousness? But God be
thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which
was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye
became the servants of righteousness. I speak after
the manner of men because of the infirmity of your
flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants
to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even
so now yield your members servants righteousness
unto holiness. For when ye were the servants of sin,
ye were free from righteousness. What fruit had ye
then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed?
For the end of those things is death. But now
being made free from sin, and become servants to
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life” (Romans 6.12-22).

“That we might walk worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and
increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened
with all might, according to His glorious power,
unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness.
Giving thanks unto the Father, which has made us
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints
in light: who has delivered us from the power of
darkness, and has translated us into the kingdom of
His dear Son” (Col. 1.10-13).

Who can deny that what the apostle says here is
as applicable to one
bound by nicotine
as to one bound by
pornography or any
other sin that has
dominion over one’s
life? Smoking and
chewing
tobacco
and using snuff are
degrading practices
and lethal habits.
Certainly
these
practices
come
under the heading
of what the apostle
calls in another
place
“snares”
and “foolish and harmful lusts which drown men
in destruction and perdition” (1 Timothy 6.9).
Now we have given sufficient proof that, according

Zion Assembly’s Message and Ministry
Shedding light on the corruptible practices of
smoking and chewing tobacco is part of our message in Zion
Assembly; and laying hands on people bound by tobacco
habits and praying for their deliverance is an essential part
of our ministry! Christ came in the flesh and offered Himself
as a sacrifice to God to free people bound by the powers of
sin---including those enslaved to the deadly nicotine habit
(Isa. 61.1; Lk. 4. 16-19). Before Jesus ascended back to
the Father, He authorized and commissioned His church
to proclaim this same good news (Mt. 28.19; Mk. 13.34;
16.20), and empowered us to cleanse the lepers, cast out
devils, and break the chains of sin that bind believers (cf.
Mk. 16.17-19; Jn. 5.12-21).
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law of God after the inward man”, but he was not wholly
sanctified and the “old man” would not let him fully enjoy
his new life in Christ (cp. Rom. 6.1-6; Eph. 4.22-24; Col.
3.5-10). He was therefore not completely free (Jn. 8.31-36);
had not received the fullness of the promise---the second
blessing! He needed a deeper and fuller deliverance---to be
set free from the old nature, the body of sin, that had been
passed on to him through Adam (Rom. 3.23; 5.12-14).

to reason and the Scriptures, smoking and chewing tobacco
and using snuff displeases the Lord, and also reproaches
the persons who are bound by the addictions. But besides
the reasons already offered, smoking and chewing manifest
spiritual weakness, and in many cases, if not most cases,
indicate a lack of genuine salvation. Those who indulge the
practices leave the distinct impression that they lack moral
strength, which in turn weakens their Christian testimony
and reflects negatively on the dignity of God’s grace. They
find themselves also constantly in embarrassing situations
and awkward moments---for example, having to excuse
themselves in non-smoking areas to go elsewhere to get
their fix. And it is common among tobacco users that the
smoke and juice of the weed stains their teeth and fingers,
and their clothes often wreak with the smell of smoke.
I am reminded here of Bishop Dorlan Queener who
was asked by a member of a certain religious denomination
if he thought a man could go to heaven if he chewed
tobacco. Bishop Queener said in his typical country-style
humor, “Well I don’t know; but if he could get into heaven
where would he spit!”

Note: sinners are never sanctified; they are first
justified and regenerated; then standing before God
in that grace, as Christians, they may be sanctified
(1 Thess. 5.23-24; Heb. 13.12-13). So we speak of
two works of grace---justification/regeneration and
sanctification. Both are received by faith definitely
and instantaneously as distinct experiences. In
the first work of grace, believers, having become
knowledgeable of the evils of smoking and chewing
and that these habits displease the Lord, lay down the
practices in obedience to the Lord. Notwithstanding,
the desire for tobacco may still linger and war against
the new believer’s peace and joy. In the second
work of grace, the desire in the believer for tobacco
is removed! In the first work, the ‘new man’ is born;
in the second work, the ‘old man’ dies! In the first
work, the guilt and penalty of sin is removed; in the
second work, the inclination to sin is removed. In
the first work, sin is suppressed; in the second work,
it is crucified. In the first work, the commission
of sins are forgiven; in the second work, the root
of sin is removed. In the first work, sin no longer
reigns over the believer; in the second work, sin no
longer exists in the believer!---his soul is sanctified
and made holy; and he is freed and victorious!

The Good News
Thanks be unto the Lord, there is a remedy in Christ
Jesus! God has provided in His Son the means to set the
captives free! Millions in fact have been delivered from the
power of the addiction, including this writer. Zion Assembly
is filled with sanctified men and women who were once in
bondage to this destructive substance. Testimonies abound
among the children of Zion of how God broke the chains
of the addiction and disentangled them from the snare of
nicotine. No less so than the apostle Paul, they cried out in
their desperate state to be set free!

Paul’s conclusion is that “For as by one’s disobedience
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall
many be made righteous . . . that as sin reigned unto
death, even so might grace reign through righteousness
unto eternal life” (vv. 19-21; and see 1 Thess. 5.23-24; 2
Thess. 2.13-14; Heb. 10.14, 19-22; 13.12-13). Recalling
his spiritual warfare and his need to be set free from very
nature of sin [to be sanctified!], the apostle cried out: “Who
shall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord!” Accordingly, believers
must simply “yield [themselves] unto God, as those who
are alive from the dead, and [their] members [mind, mouth/
tongue, hands, etc.] as instruments of righteousness unto
God” (Rom. 6.13).
“Let us [then] hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God and keep His commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man” (Ecc. 12.13). In the name of Jesus Christ, be
made whole! Cry out to Him!---and be delivered from the
power of destructive tobacco habits!

“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwells
no good thing: for to will is present with me; but
how to perform that which is good I find not. For
the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I
would not, that I do. Now if I do that I would not,
it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwells in me.
I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil
is present with me. For I delight in the law of God
after the inward man: But I see another law in my
members, warring against the law of my mind, and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is
in my members. O wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7.18-25).
In this passage, the apostle is quite apparently
reflecting on his state of being as a Christian before he
was wholly sanctified. His “new man” was at war with the
“old man.” He was regenerated and now “delighted in the
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Field Reports
Progress in Nicaragua
We are rejoicing with the national overseer, Freddy Garcia, and the saints in Nicaragua for the progress
made in recent months. The photos below show the new building erected in Rivas near Managua, the capital city
of Nicaragua. The construction project was promoted by Church Minister, Justa Pastora Gonzales (behind pulpit
in photo). The building was dedicated on October 18, 2015; the church was organized in 2010.
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Church Established in Bolivia
Bolivia represents the 41st nation reached with the whole truth of the
Gospel as we understand it in Zion Assembly. The national overseer of Peru,
Yum Munoz Quispe, made arrangements to go to Bolivia a few days after the
General Assembly to consult with a group of believers who had been “asking
their way to Zion.” The trip was worth the effort. Brother Yum received two
families into the church by covenant and set the church in order in this nation
on September 20, 2015 with nine members. The pastor is Eugenio Juan
Condori. We are expecting that this will be the first of many churches to be
established in this predominantly rural and mountainous country.
Bolivia is located in the center of five South American nations--Peru, Brazil, Chile, Argentina, and Paraguay. Zion Assembly presently has
churches in all of these nations except Brazil. Bolivia has a population of
about 8 million people. Sucre, where
the Supreme Court meets, is the
official capital; but the actual capital
is La Paz, the nation’s largest city
(about a million people). Most of
the government offices are located
in La Paz. Bolivia is a relatively
poor country with one of the lowest
standards of living in the Western
Hemisphere.

Mission Established in Costa Rica
Evangelist Eugenio Cespedes Unites with the Church
The Presiding Bishop and Field Secretary, Miguel Garcia Sr. have been
communicating with a minister in Costa Rica for over a year. In the course of our
communications, the church’s government and polity had been explained thoroughly,
which led finally to Brother Cespedes’ satisfaction that Zion Assembly is indeed in line
with the government and doctrine of the apostles revealed in the New Testament.
Pastor Cespedes was received into the church by the Presiding Bishop via telephone
on October 15, 2015. This was witnessed by Bishop Neill, our World Mission director,
and Bishop Garcia, General Field Secretary through a conference call---a three-way
telephone hook-up. It was also witnessed on the other end by Brother Cespedes’ son
and others in the city of San Jose (see photos to left).
After being administered the sacred covenant, Brother Cespedes in turn received
several others into the church and established a mission. Pastor Cespedes is well
known in the region and has many connections. He believes he will be able to establish
several churches in the months ahead. To this exciting expectation, we say, Amen--may the Lord grant it to be so!
Costa Rica (Spanish for rich coast) is a small mountainous country in Central
America, bordered by Nicaragua on the north, Panama and the Caribbean Sea on the
east, and the Pacific Ocean on the south and west. This nation is a democratic republic
with a written Constitution; the population is a little over 4 million. A president serves
as chief executive and head of state. The nation has also a powerful Central Council
which conducts foreign affairs and enforces federal laws. The nation has beautiful
scenery and lush tropical rain forests which are home to colorful birds, monkeys, and sandy beaches; consequently, a thriving tourist
industry exists in Costa Rica which increases the national income. However, the country’s primary source of income is derived from its
farming industry, which takes advantage of its fertile soils and rich forests of tropical hardwoods.
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Devotional Reﬂections
Lyrics To Encourage The Soul

Zachary Snyder

“My name is in the book of Life, oh, bless the name of Jesus,
I rise above all doubt and read my title clear.
My name once stood with sinners lost, and bore a painful record.
But by His blood the Savior crossed, and placed it on His roll.
Yet inward trouble often cast a shadow o’er my title.
But now with full salvation blest, Praise God! it’s ever clear.
While others climb through worldly strife to carve a name of honor.
High up in heaven’s book of Life, my name is written there.
I know, I know, my name is there; I know, I know, my name is written there!”

“I Know My Name Is There” *
“And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination,
or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”
Revelation 21:27 KJV
In these days when men desire temporal titles and worldly fame more than the honor of God, the saints of God
need a revival that will deepen their faith and give them the calm assurance that their names are written in the “Lamb’s
Book of Life!” We all at one time were lost in sin and thus our names were missing in that sacred book. But now having
repented and been received into the life of God through Christ, our names have been recorded. As one writer has written,
“My deed was both signed and recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life safe within!”
Although the doctrines of sin, eternal judgment and hell are unpopular today, the Bible is clear that they are real.
It is the reality of sin in fact that will cause all sinners to be judged unworthy to inherit a home in Heaven. Sin and its
consequences are clearly revealed in the holy Scriptures---sexual sins, mental sins, verbal sins, all sins. The glorious news,
however, is that Christ came to forgive all sin and all people---whomever will call upon the name of the Lord! Further, Jesus
did not come only to pardon sin but to totally free men from the grasp and bondage of it!
Sadly, modern Christianity has done its best to weaken and discredit the power of salvation; for modernists deny
that the power of God can pardon and actually remove the desire for sin---to truly free men from even the propensity to sin.
Today it seems that the liberal, progressive, and antichrist interpretations of the Gospel have degenerated to such a degree
that it has created a cancerous Christianity. Just as cancer infects the natural body, the corrupt message of modernists has
infected almost every Christian denomination. What is this false message? It is simply this: nothing is considered sin
anymore! Sin is explained away and identified with social problems, mental disorders, personal dysfunctions, physical
addictions, etc. The sins that the apostle Paul said would never inherit the kingdom of God is contradicted by modern
teachers (cf: 1 Co. 6:9,10).
But, my dear friends, if nothing is considered to be a sin any longer, then what is the purpose of salvation? What
are we saved from? What are we saved for? Salvation testimonies are superficial if the person remains the same, continuing
to commit the same sins against the Redeemer of mankind. But the truth is: in genuine salvation the sincere man or woman
is thoroughly washed and cleansed in the blood of Jesus Christ and made victorious in the Spirit! The believer is pardoned
by our Heavenly Father, sanctified by the blood of Christ, and given sustaining grace to follow on until he hears his name
read aloud by Christ out of that glorious Book!
What shall we say to all these things? I’m saved from all of my sins through faith and grace in Jesus Christ! I am
a new creature in the eyes of my Heavenly Father! The new man is born and the old man is dead! And though I still live in
this house of clay, sin does not have dominion over me! Sin has been removed from me as far as the east is from west! I’ve
been saved from something---and that something is sin!
Until next time, keep singing the Gospel!

* David S. Warner: 1893 Public Domain
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World Mission Update

The
Lighter

Scott E. Neill
World Mission Director

Side
Julie Steele
I have heard recently of a nice lady, a minister’s
widow, who was a little old fashioned and especially not to
offensive in her speech. She was planning a week’s vacation
in California at Yosemite campground; but she wanted to
make sure of the accommodations first. Uppermost in her
mind were bathroom facilities, but she couldn’t bring herself
to write “toilet” in a letter. After considerable deliberation,
she settled on “bathroom commode,” but when she wrote that
down, it still sounded too forward, so, after the first page of
her letter, she referred to the bathroom commode as “BC.”
“Does the cabin where I will be staying have its own ‘BC’?
If not, where is the ‘BC’ located?” is what she actually wrote.
The campground owner took the first page of the
letter and the lady’s check and gave it to his secretary. He
put the remainder of the letter on the desk of the senior
member of his staff without noticing that the staffer
would have no way of knowing what “BC” meant.
The owner then went off to town to run some errands.
The staff member came in after lunch, found the
letter, and was baffled by the euphemism; so he showed the
letter around to several counselors, but they couldn’t decipher
it either. The staff member’s wife, who knew that the lady
was the widow of a famous Baptist preacher, was sure that
it must be a question about the local Baptist Church. “Of
course,” the first staffer exclaimed, “BC’ stands for ‘Baptist
Church.” And he sat down and wrote:

News From Bolivia
National Overseer, Yum V Munoz Quispe, traveled from Peru to
Bolivia after the General Assembly and met with two families
who had expressed an earnest desire to unite with Zion Assembly.
After going over the Abstract of Faith in great detail with these
two families, Brother Quispe administered the church covenant
to them. There were a total of nine individuals who joined the
church which includes pastor Eugenio Juan Chura Condori. Zion
Assembly has now been established in Bolivia. Praise the Lord!

Mission work now going on
in the nation of Costa Rica.
On October 15th, a conference
call including Presiding
Bishop
Wade
Phillips,
General Field Secretary,
Miguel Garcia, Sr. and World
Mission Director,
Scott
Neill was made to Brother
Eugenio Cespedes in Costa
Rica. Brother Cespedes, who
has been in contact with the
leadership of Zion Assembly,
was administered the covenant
of the church over the phone. He was joined on the eventful day
by his son, Kenneth Cespedes Vado, friends, Anabelle Castillo
Villalobos, Esteban Conejo Castillo and Andres Conejo Castillo.
Brother Cespedes is already working with other churches who
are inquiring about Zion Assembly. Let us continue to pray for
Brother Cespedes and also for Brother Condori in Bolivia.

Dear Madam:
I regret very much the delay in answering your
letter, but I now take the pleasure in informing you that
the BC is located nine miles north of the campground
and is capable of seating 250 people at one time. I admit
it is quite a distance away if you are in the habit of going
regularly, but no doubt you will be pleased to know that
a great number of people take their lunches along and
make a day of it. They usually arrive early and stay late.
The last time my wife and I went was six years
ago, and it was so crowded we had to stand up the whole
time we were there. It may interest you to know that right
now there is a supper planned to raise money to buy more
seats. They are going to hold it in the basement of the ‘BC.’
I would like to say that it pains me very much not to be able
to go more regularly, but it is surely no lack of desire on
my part. As we grow older, it seems to be more of an effort,
particularly in cold weather. If you decide to come down
to our campground, perhaps I could go with you the first
time, and introduce you to all the folks. Remember, this is a
friendly community.”

Highlighting our Overseer in Nicaragua:
Name: Freddy Garcia
Date of Birth: December 3, 1958
Wife’s Name:Eugenia del Carmen
Quintana Torrez
Date of birth: October 11, 1966
Children’s names:
Joe Garcia Quintana :October 1, 1992
Ivan Marcelo Garcia Quintana:
March 4, 1987
Email:freddyggrcia@gmail.com
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Renew your subscriptions now to the Voice of Zion magazine. If you
need a subscription form go to our website. Subscriptions run JanuaryDecember. The subscription rate is $25.00 per year. Send in your
subscription of ($25.00) and become a SYNC member by adding two
(2) more subscriptions, $75.00 will subscribe you and two others to this
informative and beautiful monthly magazine. Please make your checks
payable to the Voice of Zion. Make sure you send the correct address for
whomever you subscribe.
The contest for whoever gets the most SYNC members ends January
31, 2016. So go SYNC as many as you can and win.

