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Editorials . . .  

General Assembly---Just Around the Corner!

 By the time our readers receive this issue of the Voice of Zion the regional conventions 
will be history---and all of us will be focusing on the up-coming General Assembly. 
We are returning this year to Cleveland for the Assembly. It will be held in the familiar setting of United 
Christian Church located at 2200 Peerless Road. This will be the seventh time the Assembly has convened 
in these facilities.
          The date for the Assembly is September 8-13, 2015. The Committees will meet on the evening of 
September 7th. The Ministers’ Council will meet the next morning at 9 a.m. (September 8th) followed by the 
Ministers’ Luncheon at 12:30 p.m. at the Mountain View Inn.   
 The motels most frequently used by our delegates are: Mountain View Inn (423-472-1500), Comfort 
Inn (423-339-1000), Econo Lodge (800-628-8491), Douglas Inn (423-559-5579), Baymont Inn (423-614-
5583), and Days Inn (423-476-2112). 
     Assembly programs will be in the mail by August 7th, and should be posted by the pastor in the local church. 
(See Centerfold pp. 8-9 for advertisement on the Assembly and further details). Everyone is encouraged to 
make plans to attend this wonderful annual “feast of fat things” (Isaiah 25:6).

          

Youth and Children’s Ministries                  
                        

          This issue spotlights Youth and Children’s Ministries. Glowing reports have come into the International 
Offices including increased participation and attendances in this year’s Children’s Day event in the local 
churches. We appreciate the work and leadership that Cheryl McDonald is giving to this ministry. All of the 
hard work by the local leaders is manifestly paying off!
         Also the increases in the Youth Camps are impressive. At least one regional camp doubled its attendance. 
The greatest need now in the camps is a follow-up ministry.  Since so much time, preparation, money, prayer 
and hard work is put into these camps, it is really unthinkable not to diligently follow them up in a special 
effort to enlist the children in our Sunday schools and youth services; and further to reach out through them 
to enlist their parents and neighbors. Also it is an opportune time to persuade them to help establish a youth 
or children ministry.
        It should be said here one more time that children and young people are the “church of tomorrow” and 
in some respects the “church of today.” In the several churches that I served as pastor through the years, the 
primary channel for growth was reaching out to youth and children. Through them without exception I was 
able also to reach some of their parents and friends. Not only so, but the excitement of youth who find the 
Lord is contagious: they draw the attention not only of other youth but the entire neighborhood. I’ve never 
seen it fail to be the case!  
  The report of the national youth convention in Guatemala is also featured in this issue (see p.6). The 
international director, Miguel Garcia Jr., attended and ministered in this convention. We appreciate the 
leadership that he is giving to the youth ministry. He reports that the work in Guatemala is going well.    

Wade H. Phillips
Presiding Bishop

Continued on page 15
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When my son, Andrew, was a toddler he was 
fascinated by stickers.  He enjoyed the tactile sensation of 
having a colorful sticker put on the back of his hand, his arm, 
or his shirt.  Andrew could not speak plainly so he made a 
guttural noise which sounded like, “Err, Err!”  Our family 
quickly learned that this sound was his unique way of asking 
for a sticker. One day, when we were out of stickers, my 
mother improvised.   She tore small pieces of clear adhesive 
tape, and then stuck them up and down Andrew’s arms.  He 
was just as thrilled as if they were beautifully colored ones.   
For the most part, I think his enjoyment came from the 
personal interaction with his grandmother.  As I recently 
reflected on this precious memory, I thought to myself, “Are 
the lessons I teach my children really sticking with them or do 
they quickly forget what they have heard?”   
 Children enjoy a good story.  They are thrilled with 
the action-packed adventure of a true Bible hero.  I love to 
recreate a Bible story by allowing children to build the tower 
of Babel, knock down the walls of Jericho, or sit inside the 
belly of a whale.  However, through the years I have learned 
that children are concrete thinkers.  They do not understand 
theological language nor grasp its importance. Often, children 
do not even comprehend the objective of the lesson.  I never 
want to send little ones home with the thought that they might 
also be swallowed by a large fish.  Instead, I want them to 
learn of Jonah’s repentance while he was being digested and 
how God miraculously delivered him.  I have come to realize 
that activity is nothing more than a means of keeping children 
busy if the experience is not coupled with understanding.   
 There are many ways to reinforce the purpose of a 
Bible lesson so that the meaning is clear.   One way is to 
follow up the lesson with a question and answer session.  
Once the children have sat underneath a table to create the 
experience of a jail cell, I must then allow them to respond as 
to how Peter must have felt when he was in prison.  This 
process is sometimes referred to as “debriefing.”  After 
experiencing the lesson, ample time must be given to discuss 
the meaning of the story and activity.    For example, one night 
after teaching a lesson, I asked the students an open-ended 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Making It Stick 
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question.  I asked, “How can I apply this lesson to my life?”  
Their responses delighted me.  They had grasped the point of 
the lesson and were able to personalize it.  Sometimes, a child 
may have difficulty putting his thoughts into his own words.  
Conducting a wrap-up session will help in verbalizing what 
was internalized.  Another means for making a Bible point 
stick is to create a craft project.  As children paint, draw, glue, 
or mold, they will reflect on the important facts of the lesson.  
Since very young children cannot write, drawing a picture 
about the lesson will help them to cement their thoughts.  
After each student draws a picture, the teacher should ask the 
child an open-ended question like, “Tell me about your 
picture?”  The teacher should write the student’s response at 
the bottom of the page.  When the student carries the picture 
home, he will be able to communicate with his parents what 
he has learned. Older students may enjoy keeping a journal.  
Provide each child with a composition book to decorate.  At 
the end of each class, allow the students to write the verse and 
a short summary of the Bible story.  This will allow them to 
collect all their reflections in one place as a keepsake.  We 
should use a variety of creative ways to help the Scripture 
stick in the hearts and minds of the children throughout the 
week.  You might print the verse or Bible point on white 
adhesive labels to create stickers.  Decorate a poster or tee 
shirt and include the memory verse.   Better yet, write the 
verse on a candy bar or toy which will be sent home with each 
child.  One teacher printed the books of the Bible on a plastic 
pumpkin that would light up.  The illuminated pumpkin 
became a constant reminder to memorize the Bible books.   

Briefly, God’s Word is “quick and powerful” (Heb. 
4:12) and “is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16).   
When the Truth is hidden in the hearts of children, it will lead 
them away from sin (Ps. 119:11).  As teachers, we should 
ensure that our teaching is more than mere activity or fun 
time.  Our teaching must be complemented with creative 
interaction which reinforces the Scripture and its importance 
in their everyday lives.  We have this awesome responsibility 
of teaching God’s Word to the next generation (Deut. 4:9).      
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Nigeria Report
          We thank God for what He has been doing in Nigeria. 
Despite the troubles and tribulations, the church is marching 
on! Our theme for this year is “Evangelize and Spread the 
Word of the Kingdom.” We want to do everything to fulfill 
this theme and mandate. In keeping with this idea, the church 
bought a brand new bus to reach out and preach the Gospel. 
This bus cost $44,736 USD. The bus was dedicated on June 
21st to the glory of God and the work of evangelism. It was 
a great day of joy and celebration. Before the dedication, I 
preached to the church on the subject: “The true love that 
God has for mankind.” God demonstrated His true love 
by giving us His only Son (John 3:16), and the church is 
possessed with this love to do God’s work. 

Community support
           In addition, there is a major bridge that was constructed 
by the state government that suddenly collapsed some time 
ago. It caused a lot of accidents and hurt many people. 
Many were admitted to the hospital. The community was 
unable to repair it, and the state government did not to do it. 
So Zion Assembly rebuilt it. We saw this as a way to preach 
the Gospel and show the character of God’s true church. 
We received permission from the community government 
to do it, and the residents were so happy and commended 
the church.

                                          Yomi Adekunle, reporter
                                          National Overseer 
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Youth Convention Guatemala
           
           Our 2nd annual National Youth Convention was held in Puerto Barrios, Guatemala on April 25-26, 2015.  The theme 
was “Heirs of Sound Doctrine.”  The convention began on Saturday afternoon with a great blessing; indeed, from the start 
we were able to feel God filling our lives with His Spirit.  Both young and old came expecting a blessing from the Lord--
- and we found it!  Young people filled the altar looking for a special touch of His Spirit: they came ready to be changed in 
order to be the difference this world needs to see---the light of Christ!  
 It was a wonderful blessing to have with us our international youth director, Miguel Garcia Jr. and delegates from 
the country of Nicaragua, which included Bishop Freddy Garcia, national overseer, and Joel Garcia, Nicaragua’s national 
youth director. We had a total attendance of 176 including 64 young people. God manifested Himself greatly throughout 
this convention. During the day classes were taught by pastors and national leaders on the importance of understanding our 
special heritage, and that we should be learners of the Word as well as doers. 
            In the evening services God spoke to His people through our International Director challenging us not to remain in 
the “status quo” but to press on and live a life that reflects our Church of God heritage: so that the world may see in us the 
light of Christ. On Sunday night we experienced an extraordinary meeting. About 100 people came to the altar after Brother 
Garcia’s message: they cried out to the Lord for His touch---to be healed and restored. Even some marriages were restored. 
The glory of the Lord filled the temple!  The biggest victory was the spiritual transformation of so many young people. They 
left motivated to keep pressing on in the Lord, recognizing that they are truly “heirs of sound doctrine.” And they committed 
themselves to work for the cause of Jesus Christ!  
 Before the convention started, Satan had tried in many ways to ruin our plans. However, the Lord came to our 
defense.  The preparation for this convention was strenuous and taxing, but with the help of our national overseer and staff, 
the convention was successful and we witnessed God’s hand fighting for us. There is no way to begin to describe what God 
did for the church and our young people. From the start to the end, we rejoiced in indescribable blessings.  Praise unto the 
Lord for all who contributed towards this convention!  To sum up the convention in one word: it was “glorious!”

                                                                                      Claudia Ramos, reporter 
                                                                                                                           National Youth Director

6
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Mid-Central Region Youth Camp
 

             The Mid-Central Region youth camp was joined again this year with the Tennessee Region. Our camp was held 
at the Mission Discovery Campground in Westmoreland, Tennessee on June 22-26. When we arrived on the grounds, we 
knew the Lord was going to do mighty things. We were blessed with a tremendous increase in attendance this year.  In our 
2014 camp we had 35 campers and 34 staff for a total of 69.  This year we had 66 campers and 32 staff for a total of 98.  In 
addition, we had 20 visitors from the community that came to our evening services. This made for a very busy week for the 
staff: but it was rewarding. We had lots of fun and countless memories were made.
 Our theme this year was “Unity.”  The key verse was John 17:21. Each of the classes and breakout sessions built 
upon each other, ending with a powerful service each night.  Pam Jones preached a powerful message on Monday night 
to open the week. The following nights, the Spirit moved during the worship time and the altar filled.  Young people from 
various walks of life sought the Lord, and were receptive to the Spirit as they poured out their hearts to Him.
 By the end of the week, many had experienced a life change. They were determined to go with the Lord, realizing 
they did not have to fight their battles alone. There was such a freedom in this camp for everyone to step out and receive all 
that the Lord had for them.  We learned what it means to be united in Jesus Christ.

Statistics
98 – Registered      26 - Saved

      20 - Visitors           11 - Sanctified
                                                               8 - Filled with the Holy Ghost

                                                  4 - Professed Healing
                                  18 - Baptized

 To God be the glory for all He did in our 2015 youth camp.  Our campers were eager to go home and share how 
the Lord had changed their lives. Many came from different areas, but all left united as one.

                                                   Rick & Stephanie Ferrell, reporters
                                                                                                               Mid-Central Region Camp Directors
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“Feast of Fat Things”

“And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, 
a feats of wines on the lees, of fat things full of morrow, of wines on the lees well refined. 
And He shall destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and 
the veil that is spread over all nations” (Isaiah 25:6-7).

          

            It is true that “this mountain” of which the prophet refers to in this passage 
may be a reference in the literal sense to Mount Zion in present-day Jerusalem, which 
will be the center of the Millennial Government following Jesus’ return to earth with 
the church and all the saints (Jude 14-15; Revelation 19:11-16). This “mountain” had 
already been referred to by the prophet in Isaiah 2:2-3 and signifies “government.” 
Thus in the spiritual sense “this mountain” refers to Zion, the Lord’s church (Isaiah 
60:14; Hebrews 12:22-23), and implies the church in this present age. The church 
then is the “heavenly Jerusalem” already present and operating in this present age 
(Galatians 4:26-27). It is the Lord’s government being prepared now to rule and reign 
with Him over the nations of the earth for a thousand years (Revelation 20:4-7).

            Thus, the church was authorized and empowered by Christ when He was on 
earth to “bind” and “loose” on earth what has been bound and loosed in Heaven 
(Matthew 16:19; 18:15-20). It is this Zion, this “mountain of the Lord’s house,” made 
up of Jews and Gentiles (Ephesians 2:11-19; 3:6),  that will fulfill Christ’s mission in 
the world and be presented to Christ in the Rapture “a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish” 
(Ephesians 5:27)---indeed “adorned as a bride for her Husband” (Matthew 22:2-14; 
25:1-13; Psalm 45:9-14; Ezekiel 16:8-14; Revelation 19:7-8; 21:2, 9-11, 24-27)!

           We see then how important this Assembly is: for it is highest tribunal in the 
church on earth--- a time in which great and far-reaching decisions will be made 
(Acts 15:1-16:5); decisions that will impact the universal church and by extension 
affect the nations of the world! Let us then come to this “Dreadful Place” (Genesis 
28:17) with much prayer and fasting, having fully consecrated ourselves to hear and 
discern the Mind of Christ!    
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Welcome to the 12th Annual 
General Assembly

September 8-13, 2015
United Christian Church

2200 Peerless Rd
Cleveland, Tennessee

Theme: “Piercing the Darkness with the Light of Christ”

I want to encourage every delegate to be especially prayerful for this important 
event. It is a time to consecrate ourselves to Christ, the head of the church, so that we 
might be able to hear and discern His instructions to us. We need light and power to 
pierce the darkness! I urge you to take time to consecrate yourselves for this special 
time. Precious souls are perishing in sin without a Savior, and Christians are scattered 
and confused without the government and vision of the Bible church. God help us 
to grasp the urgency of our mission. It would be wonderful to reenact the moment 
experienced by the apostolic church: “And when they prayed, the place was shaken 
where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and they spoke the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31).

Wade H. Phillips
Presiding Bishop

Assembly Day of Prayer
August, 9 2015
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Bayou La Batre, AL
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Bayou La Batre, ALBayou La Batre, AL

Children’s Day Reports
Anaheim, CA

 The kids directed the times of worship, and one 
sang a special song. The attendance was between 40 and 50 
people including children. The Children’s Director and her 
assistants received a gift from the kids. Our director’s name 
is Antonia Garcia and her assistants are Nelly Dieguez and 
Rosy Sanchez 
                                             
                                                     Eric Avila, reporter

Bayou La Batre, AL
 Zion Assembly in Bayou La Batre celebrated 
Children’s Day on June 7th. We had 33 children in 
attendance, ranging from the ages of less than one year to 
ninety-one years of age. We had Sunday school at Ralston 
Park overlooking the beach in Coden, Alabama. Everyone 
enjoyed train rides around the park on the Gospel Train 
built by our Pastor, Brother Tod Deakle. It was a beautiful 
day and much fun was had by all. All aboard the Gospel 
Train! Choo choo!                              
                                      Tracey McCafferty, reporter

Chestnut Hill, TN
 The Chestnut Hill church celebrated Children’s 
Day Sunday June 7th.  Our day began with thirteen regular 
attending children and six visitors for a total of nineteen 
children. The kids presented a skit entitled, “All Aboard!—
Do You Have Your Ticket?” The children then sang, and the 
smaller children presented a short reading called T.R.A.I.N.  
Our pastor, Byron Harris, and I spoke for just a moment 
about how blessed we are to have children in our local 
church, and what an important part they play in the church. 
I reminded the church of the children’s participation in the 
mission drive in March, in which they raised over $1000 
through their bike-a-thon and participation in our children’s 
visitation program called C.A.R.E.  All of this is part of 
their spiritual training.  After the service, we distributed 
goodie bags to all the children, and then headed out back 
for lunch. There, the church provided a big surprise!  They 
were able to play on a large inflatable that had been rented 
for the occasion, and all enjoyed snow cones all a� ernoon.  
It was a wonderful day and our visitors had a great � me.  
                                             
                                                 Kara Spicer, reporter
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Cleveland, TN

The Cleveland church enjoyed celebrating 
Children’s Day. The youth participated in the service by 
leading the worship and performing a puppet skit.  Sister 
Cheryl McDonald created object lessons and told a Bible 
story using a flannel graph.  When service concluded, 
we passed out bandanas and candy trains to all who were 
present.  The service was wonderful and we were all 
reminded of how important it is to “train up our children.”

                  Rachel McDonald, reporter

Ware Shoals, SC
 The children presented a program entitled “Train 
Up A Child,” moderated by Sandra Moore and assisted 
by two youth---Mara Loner and Cassidy Wertz. Various 
readings and Bible readings were given by the children and 
youth. The children sang “This Train is Bound for Glory” 
to end the program. They were then treated to a cookout, 
games, and a pool party at the home of the Children’s 
director, Sandra Moore. 

                                                 Sandra Moore, reporter

Goshen, IN
We had a wonderful kids’ day this year! With tickets, 

train rides, hot dogs and prizes, our kids learned about God’s 
love and how important it is to love others. They worshiped 
the Lord in song and praise, and appreciated receiving a 
certificate and a prize for their hard work in memorizing 
Bible verses. We appreciated the wonderful theme this year-
--“T.R.A.I.N up a Child!”                                              

   Kari Snyder, reporter

West Mobile, AL
We had a wonderful Children’s Day in West 

Mobile. Twenty-nine kids in attendance. Praise the Lord! 
The children marched in with excitement and sang praises 
to the Lord. Janie and Betty Joan addressed the parents on 
the importance of training children in the home. I brought 
the lesson to the children about the Good Samaritan. 
Children are visual learners, so we performed a skit to 
reenact the story. I explained to them about how we want 
all to aboard the Gospel train, so we must show love to 
everyone. Following the service we had food, a slip ’n 
slide and games for the children to enjoy. Even some of our 
adults came dressed for the theme! We had train conductors, 
hobos trying to hitch a ride, and even a train robber! I think 
even some of the adults were able to become kids again for 
a moment on Children’s Day!  We are so blessed to have 
many who work and care for our in West Mobile. 

                                Courtney Fields, reporter
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                       High Grove, CA

            We celebrated our International Children’s day at Hunter Hobby Park on June 
14, 2015. Every 2nd and 4th 
Sunday they give free train 
rides around the park, which 
went along fittingly with our 
theme, “Train up a Child”. 
Becky Adame took charge 
of this event, opening with 
scripture and prayer. Then 
our children were taught 
a lesson about loving God 
with all their heart, mind and 
soul. They were encouraged 
to join the Gospel train of 
love and follow Jesus. The 
local church laid hands and 
prayed for the future workers 

in God’s house. Following the lesson, activities and games were 
enjoyed, and a short skit of the Good Samaritan was performed. 
The children had a great time hitting the piñata and receiving candy. Isaac Adame provided a lunch for all that were in 
attendance, and many children got in line to ride the Gospel train of love throughout the park. We had about thirty attend 
this event which included ten children. Praise the Lord! 
                                                                                                                                                            Pete Sarry, reporter

            Mexico
Zion Assembly in Union Agaristas Chiapas 

celebrated international Children’s Day. Pastor Francisco, 
his wife Socorro, and some of the children and their parents 
who attend this mission enjoyed a day of celebration. The 
pastor dressed up as a clown and greeted the guests with a 
small gift, and then ministered the Word of God. Afterward, 
all had fellowship and were treated to snacks. Praise the 
Lord over 160 children and over 60 adults that attended 
this special celebration. Pastor Francisco and the local 
church ministered made many new contacts through this 
endeavor.

                                         Danny Ramirez, reporter
                                        National Overseer

Scottsville, KY
We celebrated Children’s Day at the Scottsville-

--with all boys! Kayla Graves prepared a program for 
our children. Sam Ferrell, Abram Graves, Asa Graves, 
and Gavin Graves marched in happily to music and sang 
a couple of songs for the congregation. Sam also read a 
scripture. Our children are a joy, and we count it a privilege 
to help train them up!

                                        Shanda Graves, reporter
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Greenville, SC
Thank the Lord for a successful Children’s Day in 

Greenville, South Carolina! We had sixteen children in our 
elementary age class, when normally we have only two or 
three. Our lesson was on God’s Word being a light for our 
path. The kids enjoyed talking about the different kinds 
of light that we use to light our way. They especially liked 
it when we turned the lights off to demonstrate how the 
various lights illuminate our path. We explained to the kids 
that the Bible will “light” the way that they should go and 
stressed to them the importance of living by God’s Word. The 
children learned the theme easily by singing the verse to a 
familiar tune. Pastor Neill had the kids sing their verse during 
the worship service. He then taught an interactive children’s 
lesson on John 14:15, emphasizing the relationship between 
our love for Jesus and our obedience to Him. The kids enjoyed 

giving feedback on situations the pastor had given to illustrate how we shouldn’t live. He let them pick up the “trash” he 
had scattered around the auditorium and gave them the opportunity to read the different scenarios. An altar call was given at 
the end of the lesson. The children were encouraged to come forward to pray for God to help them know how to live. Just 
as Jesus fed the multitudes both spiritually and physically, so the church then served pizza and dessert to all the children 
and youth. There was a total of twenty-five young people in attendance. The Lord is helping us to “Train Them Up”! 

                                                                                                                                                 Cindy George, reporter

Greenville, South Carolina! We had sixteen children in our 
elementary age class, when normally we have only two or 
three. Our lesson was on God’s Word being a light for our 
path. The kids enjoyed talking about the different kinds 
of light that we use to light our way. They especially liked 
it when we turned the lights off to demonstrate how the 
various lights illuminate our path. We explained to the kids 
that the Bible will “light” the way that they should go and 
stressed to them the importance of living by God’s Word. The 
children learned the theme easily by singing the verse to a 
familiar tune. Pastor Neill had the kids sing their verse during 
the worship service. He then taught an interactive children’s 
lesson on John 14:15, emphasizing the relationship between 
our love for Jesus and our obedience to Him. The kids enjoyed 

Pulaski, TN
We had a great children’s day at Pulaski! There were 

nine children and two adults who assisted in the program. 
Our theme for our program was “The Victory Express.” 
In preparation for the program, we had done all of the 
preparation work by hand---cutting, painting and putting 
together our train. Our lessons on “Doubting Thomas” 
were prepared by Lisa Dunn. They children repeated the 
Lord’s Prayer during each lesson. They learned songs for 
the program and did a puppet show. We presented the 
program on Sunday. The children marched in the train (see 
photos below). In appreciation for all the hard work by the 
children, each was presented a stuffed bear at the end of the 
program. Our day ended with a picnic at the park and fun 
for al, including kick ball and other games. We love our 
kids, teens, and babies, and we thank God for a great group 
of future church members.

               Tina Glover, reporter

           Nicaragua

 There is an active Children’s Ministry in Nicaragua. 
Special attention is given to the children during Sunday 
services and there is a children’s convention planned 
annually.

                                        Ivan Freddy Garcia, reporter
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Children’s Convention in Nigeria

This year’s children’s day was fun-packed. It began on May 27th with a trip to a place of interest called, Trans 
Amusement Park, located in Bodija, Ibadan. This outing was a new dimension for the Children’s annual program. The kids 
had a pleasurable and fun-filled day. They took a ride on some of the play materials like the merry-go-round, slide, horse 
and train. Then they had refreshments and took some photographs. 
 The final children’s day took place on Sunday May 31st. The program of the day was conducted and directed by the 
children. It commenced with prayer by Martins Famurewa and Titilayo Akinleye. The children choir then led the church in 
soul-rendering praise and worship. The scripture reading was offered by Dorcas Adeyemo and Timileyin Semilogo. 
 The most interesting and inspiring aspect of the program was the heart-touching message delivered by the children. 
The preacher for the day was Alarape Feyikemi, and the interpreter was Yomi Adekunle Pleasant. The message was titled 
“Abiding in Christ,” text taken from John 15:1-10. In her spirit-inspired message, Pleasant declared that to abide in Christ 
a person must first know who Christ is. She said we must accept Him as Lord and Savior by yielding our lives to Him 
and trusting His finished work on the Cross. According to her, we must forsake our sin, have a personal encounter and 
relationship with Him, in order to draw nourishment from Him (Exodus 34:39). At the same time, we must live a life of 
holiness. 
 While making reference to the scriptural text for the day, she said God was described as the husbandman, Jesus as 
the vine (tree) and believers are the branches. According to her, we cannot bear fruit of ourselves. Anyone that separates 
himself from the Vine will dry up and wither and die. We derive nutrients---joy, strength, and everything from Jesus. If we 
are cut off, we become useless and worthless. Any life that is detached from the Vine will wither and be cast into the lake of 
fire. 
             In concluding her message, she enumerated some of the benefits of abiding in Christ, including: 

1. You will have your request granted by the Lord---John 15:7. 
2. You will enjoy protection by the Lord---Psalm 1:10. 
3. You will experience promotion from God and you will flourish. 
4. You will have help in time of trouble. 

             Everyone was touched and richly blessed by her message. 

 The other intriguing features in the program were the choreography, music and quiz completion that involved the 
children, youth, men and women. There were gift presentations made to all those that emerged as winners in the various 
competitions that took place.  
 The program was ended with thanksgiving and taking of photographs as well as dining after the benediction. 

                                        Oyedrian Tunrayo, reporter 
                                                                                                                         National Children’s Director 
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Editorial
 Continued from page 2

Recent Supreme Court Ruling
         The recent ruling of the United States Supreme 
Court that endorsed homosexual marriages has shocked 
and discouraged a great many Americans, and also a great 
number people in other countries. In spite of the fact that 
we have been warning our people for several years that a 
deep apostasy is taking place in America and the world, 
it is still shocking when it becomes such a blatant reality. 
(See e.g., Section I---“The Antichrist is Coming”---in the 
2009 annual address, Assembly Minutes, pp. 40-42; also 
Voice of Zion, December 2009, p.14. Here we predicted 
the Supreme Court’s decision, and also laid out the 
whole homosexual political agenda. See also “America-
--The Secret of Her Greatness: A Tribute and Warning” 
Voice of Zion, July 2009; see especially the subsection, 
“Backsliding America: 1960s Revolution and Since,” 
pp. 22-23) 

           But in this dark hour we should be encouraged by 
the Word of God! For it is in the midst of this darkness 
that we have the opportunity to shine for the glory of the 
Lord all the more. Thus says the apostle,

“That you all may be blameless and harmless, 
the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world. Holding forth the 
word of life” (Philippians 2:15-16).        

Let us then move forward in the power of the Spirit 
and fulfill our eternal purpose in this last days Zion! 
Remember it was predicted by the prophet Daniel that in 
the midst of the spirit of Antichrist in the very last days, 
that “the people that do know their God shall be strong 
and do exploits” (Daniel 11:32). Let me encourage you 
further with the apostle Paul’s words: 

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and 
the power of His might. Put on the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Ephesians 6:10-12).       
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