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Editorials . . .
April 20th---“Remembrance Day”
Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance
. . . Moreover I will endeavor that you may be able after my decease to have these things always in
remembrance (2 Peter 1:13).
The purpose of “Remembrance Day” in Zion Assembly is to refresh our memories and to stir us up in regard to
what transpired on April 20, 2004 in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee---namely, the commitment (or recommitment) to
restore God’s house and to fulfill the prophetic vision of the church in the Holy Scriptures.
It is good to recall the noble purpose and heroic efforts that were made at that time leading to that special
moment when 85 courageous believers including 17 ministers stepped out by faith to make that commitment.
(Note: we learned in this last Assembly that it was actually 85 members rather than 83 [as had been previously
reported] that stood boldly and committed themselves to restore God’s house on April 20, 2004). It took faith and
courage and a vision! But it also required sacrifice and self-denial. For those who stood knew they would incur the
ridicule and wrath of the former establishment---that they were opening themselves up to criticism and slander,
and to be painted in the worse light possible. And that is precisely what happened.
Yet, the men and women who stood so bravely on that day did not seem to weigh the negative consequences,
for they were motivated by the Holy Ghost and the prophetic vision of the church revealed in the Scriptures.
They did not count the temporal benefits [money, position, prestige] in the former fellowship dear to them; for,
like father Abraham, they were “looking for a city whose builder and maker is God.” And it was that vision that
motivated and inspired them with unconquerable faith and courage!
In observing “Remembrance Day” this year, a few excerpts from the Presiding Bishop’s 2005 and 2007
annual addresses are featured (see pp. 4-5; 10-13). And the inspirational testimonies and messages of Greg Kelly
of Greenville, SC and Jim Orange of Cleveland, TN are featured on pp.6-7. These ministers united with the church
in September and October of this year, following the General Assembly.

Easter
Good Friday and Easter Sunday fall this year on April 3-5. These special days provide a grand opportunity for our
pastors and churches to draw attention to the very heart of the Gospel---the Cross and Resurrection of our Lord.
It is indeed a gratifying hope and profound joy to realize that though we may die, yet shall we live---that,we shall
be, like our Lord, resurrected.
But, still, the greatest truth connected with Christ’s resurrection is not that we shall live forever after we die,
but that we can live NOW in newness of life!---that presently we can live without sin in the power and glory of

His life! Hear the apostle:

If you then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above where Christ sits on the right hand of
God. Set your affections on things above, not on things on the earth. For you are dead and your life hid
with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall you also appear with Him in glory
(Colossians 3:1-3).

Mission Giving
One of the most sincere and convicting ways to show our new life in Christ is in our compassionate outreach to a
perishing world---to the billions of lost souls groping in darkness without the light of Christ. And one of the most
compassionate and effective means of outreach is in our mission giving---the giving of our means as well as our
time and energy. It is not too late to talk to the Lord about what He would have you to give toward the March World
Mission Drive. Aren’t you profoundly grateful that a missionary once came your way?
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In Observance of ‘Remembrance Day’ . . .

Reflections
Excerpts from Presiding Bishop’s 2005 Annual Address
Introduction

when you learned of it, you had pity on the ignorant and
confused ones rather than resentment. In the spirit of Jesus
and Stephen, you have prayed rather, “Lord, forgive them,
for they know not what they do.”
You are to be commended for being willing to
pay the price for this restoration! Like well trained and
seasoned soldiers you have held your ground, endured
hardness, and remained true to your convictions. But no
doubt because of this you have within your own breasts
today the witness of the Holy Spirit,
and the personal satisfaction that you
have been true not only to God but to
your own selves. While others have
merely talked about what is right and
true, you have put your faith into
action, refusing to fellowship with the
“unfruitful works of darkness!” You
have not, as Paul put it, merely “beat
the air,” but have proven the sincerity
of your convictions by joining in this
great move to revive and renew the
church—to put it back on the tracks
of truth and genuine spirituality, in
order that the church might fulfill its
prophetic destiny as outlined in the
Scriptures!
I want to take this opportunity also
to commend many of you here today
who were not in that historic meeting
on April 20, 2004, but have since united with this last days
Zion and have committed (or re-committed) yourselves
to the vision and prophetic expectation that ravished the
hearts of our great forefathers and foremothers: and that
inspired the prophets and apostles in the Old and New
Testaments before them. Like Moses, you have decided
rather “to suffer affliction with the people of God than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.” You have refused to
support the preaching of a defective Gospel---to participate
in fellowships that compromise the teachings and practices
of Jesus and the apostles. You have rather committed (or
re-committed) yourselves to “continue steadfastly in the
apostles doctrine and fellowship.” By uniting with Zion
Assembly you have affirmed or reaffirmed your covenant
to live by “every word of God” and to proclaim the

. . . It has been not quite seventeen months since
that decisive moment on April 20, 2004 in Pigeon Forge,
Tennessee, when many of you here today inspired by the
Spirit of God stepped out by faith to reorganize the church
under a new administration—an administration that you
believed would faithfully restore the church, and under
the Holy Ghost direct and govern it
according to the teachings of Christ
and the apostles. That step required
great faith and inspired courage—
faith and courage that comes only
from God. My heart is enlarged
because you took this action not
primarily as a reaction against our
former administration and fellowship,
but because you desired to keep your
sacred covenant with the Lord and
one another. You did it not because of
resentment or emulation, but in order
to stand blameless before Him! You
did it because the same prophetic
vision that once inspired your spirit
enlightened your understanding of
God’s church, still burned in your
hearts and illuminated your minds—
a vision of the church here on earth in
power, and holiness, and glory; a vision of a people who will
keep themselves so much under the power and influence of
the Spirit, and so much under the truth and authority of the
Scriptures, that they will walk by the same rule of faith,
mind the same thing, and discipline themselves under the
same government and doctrine.
This leap of faith—this great venture of restoration
in which we are now engaged---has not been taken without
a price to pay. You have had to sacrifice many comforts and
conveniences: including places of worship, financial benefits,
ministerial positions, social status, and, in many cases, you
have had to endure ridicule, mockery, marginalization, and
even shunning by “friends” and families. But many of you,
like me, have been so busy in this great move to restore the
church that you did not know you were being shunned. And
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“whole counsel of God.” You have reaffirmed your hope
and expectation of “a glorious church, without spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing,” and in Jesus’ promise that there
shall be “one fold” in which all born again believers will be
united and perfected in the faith!
For this, you have won my admiration. I esteem
you highly. You are all heroes to me. This is why my heart
is enlarged, and why this body assembled here today—
though now small in comparison to what it shall be—is in
my estimation so noble and dignified, and I believe also
in the sight of God. This humble body represented in you
here today—though belittled and despised by many---God
has raised up in this hour to do His business, and to interact
together with Him to fulfill His eternal purpose in the earth! . . .

In that meeting on April 20, 2004 at Pigeon Forge, we
scheduled the first General Assembly for September 23-26,
2004. The Minutes of that Assembly show that in those five
months we had organized 25 churches in 3 countries (twelve
in the United States, eight in Kenya, and five in Tanzania).
Twelve months later in this Second Annual Assembly the
records show that we now have 70 churches and missions
in 14 states and 3 countries. This means that the number of
churches has more than doubled since the last Assembly.
The records show also that the number of ministers has
increased from 51 to 83—an increase of 32. Also, our
finances have increased every month since we reorganized
seventeen months ago. The General Treasurer reported
yesterday that more than $173,000.00 passed through the
General Treasury this year. I believe this is outstanding for
our first full year of operation. We had our first term of the
School of Ministry with 44 students including staff. The
subscriptions for the Voice of Zion have increased, and we
have every reason to believe that there will be substantial
increases in every department of the church this coming year.
But what is more important than all of these dollar
signs and numbers is the restoration of love, piety, and
unity in our fellowship. There is now a genuine spirituality
permeating our communion, which is continually spreading
and flowing in and through the hearts of our ministers and
members everywhere. For this we magnify the Lord. We
may rest assured also that as we continue to maintain the
“unity of the Spirit,” we will see more increases in numbers
and finances this coming year . . .

Section I
Progress Report
A few statistics here will show our progress in the
last twelve months (since our last Assembly). These will
surely excite the interest of this Assembly and encourage
us to work even harder in this present restoration. They
reveal the favor of God upon the noble work in which we
are now engaged. As mentioned above, it has been less than
seventeen months since we took that bold step to reorganize
the church under a new administration. The Minutes of that
meeting show that [eighty-five] brave souls stepped out
to reaffirm their faith and to reorganize the church. These
precious few were scattered across two countries and about
twelves states; their actions were based on faith and deep
convictions about what is right and true. These eightythree courageous believers returned home and began to
reorganize themselves into churches and missions in the
next few weeks and months. Some of the works at first were
very small, organized in homes, garages, and offices with
only a hand full of members. Your presiding bishop and his
wife, and your assistant presiding bishop returned home to
Cleveland and organized the church in this city with three
members. This was done in the business office of Brother
McDonald. He then was selected as the pastor, and Sister
Phillips accepted the appointment as church clerk. My
part in that meeting was just to make motions and second
everything. But, though we were only three, wouldn’t you
know the attendance doubled almost every meeting we had
for two or three weeks. Soon we were having 15-20 in our
meetings, and today we anticipate in the near future a large
church in Cleveland. I mention this because our experience
in Cleveland is typical of what is happening in several places
around the country. I now understand the significance of
God speaking to me so vividly on several occasions during
the course of the last three years, saying, “Do not despise
the day of small things.”

Excerpts from 2007 Annual Address
Introduction
This is the fourth time that this General Assembly
has convened since the church took its stand against the
“falling away” under the former administration and
government, and reorganized itself under the present
administration on April 20, 2004. On that memorable day
in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, [eighty-five] courageous men
and women stepped out by faith and committed themselves
again to be the “City of God, the Zion of the Holy One;”
and thereupon denounced and purged the corruptions that
had infiltrated and infected the church under the past two
administrations. In the three years and three months since
that historic event, God has graciously favored us; there has
been a manifest increase in His “government and peace”:
106 churches and missions have been organized in 18
states and 7 countries; 115 ministers have united with Zion
Assembly; and 2,542 members have been added to the fold.
It is worth noting also that more than 5,000 now attend our
worship services on a regular basis.

Continued on page 10
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In Observance of ‘Rememberance Day’ . . .

My Journey to Zion
Greg Kelly
Greenville, SC

“Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth
the law, happy is he” (Proverbs 29:18).

Note: Greg Kelly united with the church in Greenville on October 26, 2014. Brother Kelly is a musician and had
served as a pastor in our former fellowship at Hartsville, SC, and later as the associate pastor at Carolina Heights
in Greenville, working at that time with Pastor Bruce Sullivan. He is currently serving as the associate pastor in
Zion Assembly in Greenville under the oversight of Pastor Scott Neill. Brother Kelly and his wife, Gwen, and their
three children, Cooper, Reagan, and Anna reside in Greenville.
Dr. Ravi Zacharias tells the story of two Australian
asking the question, “What road do I take?” And, thus,
sailors who were on leave and enjoying some “liquid
no longer sure of our destination, we succumbed to the
refreshment” in a London pub. Upon leaving the pub,
wisdom of the Cheshire Cat in Alice in Wonderland, who
thoroughly intoxicated, the two stumbled
quite correctly points out that, if we
out into a dense London fog. Totally
don’t know where we are going, “Then .
disoriented, they saw a rather distinguished
. . it really doesn’t matter, does it?”
looking gentleman approaching, who,
But not knowing where we were
unknown to them, happened to be a high
was only half of the problem. A greater
ranking officer in the British Royal Navy.
problem was that we seemed to have
With a heavy Australian accent, one of
forgotten who we were! Long gone
the Aussies asked the man, “Hey, ye ole
were the days when we talked about
bloke . . . can you tell us where we are?”
being the Body of Christ, the Church
Rather put off by the sailor’s lack of
of God, the Bride of Christ, and a
decorum, the officer responded, “Do you
peculiar people. Rather than focusing
men know who you’re talking to?” The
on our doctrinal distinctions, we began
sailor looked at his friend in dismay and
to focus more on our similarities with
responded, “Now I know we are really in
other groups. Furthermore, where
trouble . . . we don’t know where we are,
any distinctions existed, we chose to
and he doesn’t know who he is!”
downplay their significance. Faced
This short vignette provides
with an identity crisis and also a broken
a fairly accurate description of the
doctrinal compass, it seemed the Old
Pastor Scott Neill presenting ministers
condition of the church in the late 1980s
Ship of Zion was destined to floundercredentials to Brother Kelly
through the first few years of the new
--to be “tossed to and fro, and carried
the millennium. Stumbling around
about with every wind of doctrine”
in a dense fog of worldly distractions and compromise,
(Ephesians 2:14).
the church found itself with no clear direction. Having
Fortunately, the Lord saw fit in 2004 to bring
abandoned the Word of God and the New Testament as its
together a group of likeminded brethren who had a passion
“rule of faith and practice, government and discipline,” the
to “restore God’s house.” Over the next several years I
church had no choice but to rely on the consensus opinion
would come to understand that there was something
of its members and the often misguided wisdom of its
about this group that was different than the other groups
leadership. Like Alice in Wonderland, we found ourselves

Continued on page 15
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A Biblical Vision of the Church
Jim Orange
Cleveland, TN
Note: Jim Orange attended the Cleveland church for almost six years before deciding to join on September 21, 2014
following the 11th Annual General Assembly in Knoxville. Brother Orange has served as the devotional leader for
several years in Cleveland, and has been a blessing to the church in many ways, both locally and internationally. Jim
graduated from Tomlinson College in 1981 and from Lee University in 2007, and was a licensed minister in our former
fellowship.
My vision of the church did not come from family,
How much did Jesus love the disciples and how much does
friends, or the different ministers that I have had in my life.
He love us today? He was willing to give up heaven and
It came by having a right relationship with Jesus Christ
come to earth in order to die for a lost world. The church
through His words and the Holy Ghost. Some Christians,
must be like Christ in our love for others, not only sharing
who once stood for biblical values and doing the right
the good news of Christ, but manifesting and demonstrating
thing, have left the Bible to follow popular opinions. But
His love through our actions.
it is so important for people to have a vision that is based
Also, the church must be a praying church to win
on the Bible. When I look at the world of religion today, I
the lost. We should seek the Lord for the anointing and
don’t see the majority of the people seeking truth and Godly
guidance of the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost must be at
salvation. Instead, they are looking for something to satisfy
work in the church helping us tell people about Jesus. We
their fleshly desires and to ease their conscience. Paul wrote
need Holy Ghost conviction so that lost people will see that
in 2 Timothy 4:3-4: For the time will come when they will
they are sinners and need to be saved. We cannot win the lost
not endure sound doctrine;
with head knowledge alone;
but after their own lusts
it takes the Holy Ghost to
shall they heap to themselves
change hearts and minds. We
teachers, having itching ears;
are facing demonic powers
and they shall turn away
and the antichrist spirit in
their ears from the truth, and
greater ways then ever before.
shall be turned unto fables.
So we need the Holy Ghost
A vision that is based on the
in our preaching, worship
solid foundation of biblical
services, and outreach.
truth will not be swayed by
Finally, my vision
intellectual arguments or by
and the Word of God tell me
political and social agendas.
that the final outcome for the
Having a prophetic
church will be triumphant.
vision is looking into the
But we are not yet there. As
future and being willing to
we pray and continue to work
work to fulfill that vision. The
together, we should remember
church must continually move
Left to right: Presiding Bishop; Jim Orange;
there will not only be times of
toward the goal of pleasing God
Pastor Todd McDonald
joy but also of hardship. In John
in order to fulfill its mission in
15:19, Jesus said that the world
the world. First of all, for the
will hate us for following Him:
body of Christ to do the work that is ahead will take love
If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but
and unity. Jesus told His disciples in John 13:34, A new
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out
commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as
of the world, therefore the world hates you. Although we
I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall
see all the sin that people are doing in the world today, we
all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one
should not be discouraged or lose our vision. Instead, we
to another. This love (agape) does not stop at the church
need to have compassion for the lost, and keep our focus on
doors, for it is a condition of the heart. We should have the
Christ, remembering that we too were once sinners.
same love one for another that Christ had for His disciples.
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The Cross an

Calvary and the Empty Tomb go together---the death of Christ and His resur
essence of the Gospel. One writer has observed, “One trouble with the churches is tha
Easter without Calvary.” That is a serious error and a great deception today; for the
work of redemption---that is, our redemption was purchased with Jesus’ blood and d
Mark 10:45). We thus glory in the fact that “Jesus died for our sins!”

But it is also important to understand the nature of the Man who was crucified an
has never been anyone like Jesus in heaven or earth. For through His miraculous incar
the God-man---that is, God and man were somehow through the power of the Holy G
essential union] in one Person---Christ Jesus (cf. Isaiah 9:6-7; Matthew 1:23; Luke
4:4-7; Hebrews 1:1-8; Revelation 1:8).

Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But ma
took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And bein
humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross (Phil

It is indeed a great mystery: for in the Incarnation the eternal Son was ete
existed with the nature of m
and yet He retained His pree
the first instance one in subs
two persons but one. This is in
revelation of God’s Word! A
simply the work of an infinite
so loved the world that He ga

It was this peculiar Pers
apostle, God was in Christ rec
to fully reconcile sinners unto
wonder then the apostle says

And without controversy great
of angels, preached unto the G

8

nd Empty Tomb

rrection are the heart and very
at too many people want to have
e Resurrection was the crowning
death on the Cross! (Acts 20:28;

nd raised on the third day. There
rnation He was transformed into
Ghost hypostatized [brought into
1:30-35; John 10:30; Galatians

ade Himself of no reputation, and
ng found in fashion as a man, He
lippians 2:6-8).

ernally modified! Thereafter He
man (He was made fully human)
existent nature as God (being in
stance with the eternal Father and the Holy Ghost). Yet He was [and is now] not
ndeed an unfathomable mystery; but one that we accept by faith: for it is the plain
And though it is a truth that transcends reason, it does not contradict reason. It is
ely wise and all-powerful God, and an infinitely good and gracious God---One who
ave His only begotten Son so that we might have everlasting life! (John 3:16).

son [the Son of God and Son of man] who was crucified on the tree; and thus says the
conciling the world unto Himself (2 Corinthians 5:19; Revelation 1:18). And in order
o Himself, Jesus was raised on the third day for our justification (Romans 4:25). No
in another place,

t is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory (1 Timothy 3:16).
WHP
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“Reflections”

he has heard some of you preach. He does not want this
good work to get strong and gain momentum, for he knows
we have the potential to rescue millions of perishing souls
and to establish them in truth and the power of the Gospel.
He knows that “the gates of hell shall not prevail against
[God’s church],” so he will do everything in his scheming
power to cause confusion and discouragement.
The circumstances that brought about this
restoration in which we are now engaged are not unlike
those in the time of Nehemiah’s restoration. The City of
God laid waste and the remnant of God’s people was in
“great affliction and reproach.” Then God put it in the heart
of Nehemiah to restore the city. He “sat down and wept,
and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before
the God of heaven.” It is not said that Nehemiah had any
special vision from God to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the
city. God did not appear to him in a whirlwind or in a cloud
or pillar of fire or burning bush. The Scripture just alludes
to the fact that Nehemiah loved the City of God and the faith
of his fathers. What is made explicit is that “God had put in
[his] heart” the spirit and the burden and determination to
restore the city, and that “the good hand of [his] God was
upon [him].” This proved to be the invincible power that
enabled Nehemiah and the people of God to forge ahead
against all the fierce and malicious opposition of Sanballet,
Tobiah, and Geshem, the Arabian, until the work was
finished. The people said, “Let us rise up and build.” And
“So they strengthened their hands for [that] good work.”
We have had our “Sanballets,” “Tobiahs,” and “Arabians”
in this present restoration of the church. Like those great
restorers in Nehemiah’s day, we have been “mocked,”
“laughed to scorn,” “despised,” and “scandalized.” Some
of our opposition said this work would not last a year;
others said, in effect, “What do these feeble Jews?” “Will
they make an end in a day?” They did everything in their
power in the beginning to stop this restoration from getting
off the ground. They lied, schemed, scandalized, twisted
our words and intentions, cut off our support, robbed us of
our buildings, and forbade us to preach in their pulpits. We
experienced the same things that our forefathers did in their
day (in the late nineteenth- and early twentieth century);
that Jesus and the apostles did in their day; and that the
prophets did in their days. But here we are three years and
three months later solidly fortified, and 3,000% stronger
than when we started on April 20, 2004; and now we are
poised “like a mighty army” to penetrate deeper into the
enemy’s territory, violently determined to forge ahead until
the enemy is completely vanquished and the final victory
is won . . . .
It is said that the word tri-umph is just a “try” with
some “umph” in it. How did the snail reach the ark? It just
kept going. Some years ago I asked one of our ladies, who
made quilts to raise funds for missions, how she had made
such an elaborate and beautiful quilt. She said, “One stitch

Continued from page 5
In the past twelve months alone, 18 churches and
19 missions have been organized in 7 states and 6 countries,
and 37 ministers have reaffirmed their covenant and united
with the church, or have been called by the Lord and set
forth by the church. In addition to this, new field work
has been done in Uganda and South Africa . . . Brother
Jacinto Noriega has been working with a congregation in
the Philippines, and communications have been established
with several ministers in ten other countries.
While these numbers are yet comparatively small,
yet they reveal an extraordinary increase in just three years.
They represent a 3000% increase in membership, and a
1000% increase in ministry. If we continue at this pace in
the next three years, the church will have 75,000 members,
4,000 ministers, and 150,000 attending our churches on a
regular basis. Is this possible? It certainly is. Jesus restored
the church in His day with just 12 members; and in a year
or so it had grown to about 120; then in one day (while the
church was still less than three years old) its membership
jumped to 3,120. Then in a little while 5,000 more were
added. But whether we exceed 75,000 members in the next
few years or not, there are definite indications on the horizon
(according to the reports that we are receiving) that large
numbers will be flowing into church in the next few months
and years. For all of these increases and accomplishments,
both now and in the future, we give God the glory and
praise: for Zion Assembly is His church and “God gives
the increase.”
I mention here numerical growth for three reasons:
1) our divine purpose is to win souls and to enlarge the
church; 2) it will take an ever-increasing number of ministers
and members to reach the world with the full Gospel (the
statisticians tell us there are now about 6½ billion souls
in the world), and 3) with numerical growth will come
the finances to evangelize the world and to purchase the
necessary equipment and materials needed to build up and
perfect the church. Then, as long as we are motivated by the
right spirit and right reasons, it is all right to have numbers
in mind: for every soul gained diminishes Satan’s kingdom
and enlarges God’s.

Section I
Stay the Course

Make no mistake, this work will not go forward
nor will we accomplish our prophetic purpose without a
battle. We will have to be determined to stay the course.
The enemy does not like Zion Assembly Church of God!
We are a threat to his plan and purpose in these last days:
for he knows that we intend to withstand him, and he sees
our potential. Yes, he knows our intention because he reads
the Voice of Zion and has read our Abstract of Faith, and
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I’ll swim around at least, he said,
For the world won’t profit,
If one more frog was dead.
And so he kicked and swam, and swam and kicked,
And swam and kicked, and kicked and swam,
and kicked and kicked, and swam and swam,
Not once did he stop to mutter!
But kicked and kicked and swam and kicked,
Then all of sudden, he hopped out:
The cream had turned to butter!

at a time.” That’s how our mission in Zion Assembly is
going to be accomplished. You just start and keep going.
Remember, a thousand mile journey begins with just one step.
A hundred times I’ve cried,
I can’t go on! I can’t go on!
And a hundred times
I hushed my cries, and I’ve gone on.
My answer, if you ask me how,
May seem presumptuously odd,
But I think what kept keeping on
When I could not, was God.

What says the apostle Paul to these things: “If God be for
us, who can be against us?” Nothing can stop this great
work in which we are now engaged from going forward
and fulfilling its noble purpose, except our own lack of
faith and determination. “Who” can stop us, asked the
apostle: shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? . . . Nay, [he
declares], in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” Again he says, I can do all things through him
that strengthens me! And again, “fight the good fight
of faith . . . that ye may obtain [the prize and victory].”
Somebody has said, “When you’ve come to the
end of your rope, tie a knot and hang on!”---don’t quit, stay
the course!

You may rest assured that if you keep the Holy Ghost, you
will keep going because He keeps going. Your flesh may
want to quit, but the Holy Ghost in you will pick you up
and carry you forward. He won’t quit! And He won’t let
you quit!

Go On!
One step won’t take you very far;
You’ve got to keep on walking;
One word won’t tell folks who you are;
You’ve got to keep on talking;
One inch won’t make you very tall;
You’ve got to keep on growing;
One deed won’t do it all;
You’ve got to keep on going.
Stumbling or falling down doesn’t make you a failure; it’s
staying down that counts you out. The Scripture says, “For
a just man falls seven times, and rises up again.” Look,
getting to third base means nothing if you don’t cross home
plate and score! You might as well have struck out in the
beginning. I heard of a poor man who had worked hard
and became wealthy. When asked to what he attributed
his success, he said, “I started from scratch and kept on
scratching.”

Section II
“Church of Love”---the Secret
of Theocratic Government
We have mentioned our expectations of substantial
numerical growth in the next few months and years. Yet
from the beginning of this restoration, we have emphasized
not so much quantity but quality. We have magnified the
value of an “increase in peace” and spiritual graces and
power. What we have aimed at mostly in Zion Assembly is
the restoration of holiness and brotherly love and kindness,
for these characteristics represent the authentic fellowship
of the New Covenant church. We desire the “real thing”—
genuine fellowship with God and one another. The beloved
apostle declared,

Two Frogs
Two frogs fell into a can of cream,
Or so I’ve heard it told.
The sides of the can were slippery and steep
And the cream was deep and cold.
Oh what’s the use crooked the first frog
There’s no help around.
So “Good-bye,” he said,
And threw up his feet and drowned.
But the second frog made of sterner stuff,
Dog paddled in surprise.
And while he wiped his creamy face,
And dried his creamy eyes.

That which was from the beginning, which we
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked upon, and our hands have
handled, of the Word of life . . . that eternal life,
which was with the Father, and was manifested
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unto us, That we have seen and heard declare
we . . . that ye also may have fellowship with us,
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and
with his Son Jesus Christ. These things write we
. . . That your joy might be full. This then is the
message . . . God is light, and in him is no darkness
at all. If we say we have fellowship with him, and
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin .
. . And hereby we do know that we know him, if
we keep his commandments. He that says, I know
him, and keeps not his commandments, is a liar,
and the truth is not in him. But whoso keeps his
word, in him verily is the love of God perfected:
hereby know we that we are in him. He that says
he abides in him, ought himself also to walk, even
as he walked . . . He that says he is in the light . .
. loves his brother . . . and there is none occasion
of stumbling in him (1 John 1:1-2:10).

I wonder as upon this band,
I cast my wandering eyes.
Each in their different churches stand,
And ask not other nigh.
I wonder as along their lines,
Their fences I behold,
Which seems to stop their love
From reaching all the fold.
I wonder as upon their wall,
Their mother’s name I see;
It almost makes my soul to shrink,
Her name is mystery.
Behold in God’s own Word
The law of love is found,
Which if applied instead of creeds
These fences would go down.
The Lord of life from glory came,
To make our minds and hearts the same;
His gospel, law and government
Unto his children He has sent.

This is the message that our forefathers and
foremothers rediscovered in the Bible and passed to us.
Like them, we are again endeavoring to restore the Love
of God in the church. We want this divine attribute to be
the preeminent expression of Zion Assembly; we want it
to permeate the personality of our fellowship through and
through. The driving passion of our pioneer fathers and
mothers was to restore and build the “Church of Love.”
They understood that this was the “lost link” that the
Protestant reformers had left out in their attempt to restore
the church in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
The reformers had built creedal fellowships instead of
spiritually dynamic churches animated by the Holy Ghost.
R. G. Spurling’s main theme in his remarkable little book,
The Lost Link, is the restoration of the visible church on
the basis of LOVE. He points out that, in contrast with the
church in the Old Testament (that was established on an
outward law), Jesus is building His new Zion on an inward
law; that is, on the basis that the Holy Ghost now engrafts
and burns into our hearts with His mighty baptismal fire
the two great commandments—to love God and to love
one another. He wrote, “Therefore, we see that love is the
law upon which the Church [is] based, written by the Holy
Ghost. Read once more, ‘He that loves another has fulfilled
the law of Christ.’’’
Spurling was able to best express his inspiration in
the form of poems, two of which seem fitting here:

No more the Gentile and the Jew,
But one new man made of the two;
The lines of strife no more to lay,
But to walk in love from day to day.
The law of love he did command,
That by it we should understand,
And by it all His children know,
For out of it no strife can grow.
Alas, where is this law today,
From which the Church has gone astray?
The law of Christ they have denied,
By human laws they are supplied.
Will Christians close their eyes and ears
Against the light that now appears,
Yet still to bow to human laws,
Which God will burn like useless straws?
O, brethren, for the sake of Christ,
Leave off these laws that gender strife,
Be by His Spirit ever led,
He is the church’s only Head.

Behold on Zion’s wall I see
A number very great,
Arrayed like princes on their chair,
In garments long and fine.

A. J. Tomlinson agreed with Spurling, and together
these great men of God set out by faith to restore the church
on the basis of DIVINE LOVE. Bishop Tomlinson wrote
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a whole chapter on “Abounding Love” in his The Last
Great Conflict. This was the prevailing spirit in the church
in the early Assemblies, even though the delegates did not
always fully agree on every point of doctrine. The General
Overseer emphasized in his annual address in 1915:

(Isaiah 60:1-3; Malachi 4:2).
The vivid contrast between the bride of Christ in
Revelation 19:7 and the great Harlot in 17:3-5 magnifies
this point. The Harlot is “arrayed in purple and scarlet color,
and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls,”
whereas the bride of Christ is arrayed in “fine linen, clean
and white.” The further descriptions between these two
women make it abundantly clear that the Harlot’s loud and
extravagant dress depicts her inner corruption and defiance
of God’s rule; whereas the modest and plain dress of the
church depicts her meekness and desire to please her Lord.
See here, one is beautified with plainness and holiness, the
other is degraded with gold and jewels and gaudy colors.
The point is that the inner nature and spirit of each woman
is manifested by her outward dress and behavior. Now this
does not mean that every woman who wears jewelry and loud
dress is a harlot, but since this is the common fashion and
attire of a harlot, the Christian therefore should be careful
not to fashion herself or himself like harlots, but rather in
the manner of women “professing godliness” (1 Timothy
2:9, 10), “like the holy women of old” (1 Peter 3:3-5).
What seems perfectly clear in both Old and New
Testaments is that we should not pattern ourselves after the
styles and fashions of this world, nor after ministers and
common church members influenced by the world. Our
discipline and practices should be derived directly from
God and His Word through prayer. Our peculiarity—our
uniqueness—should arise from the altar, untainted by
Hollywood, Elizabeth Arden, and Helena Rubenstein.
This includes our music, worship, doctrine, government,
discipline, dress styles, practices, sermons, and methods in
ministry. In a word, our objective is to be like Christ, and,
if we are like Him, we will not be like the world. We will
not look like the world, talk like the world, nor behave like
the world!

Love has dominated every Assembly. This all
prevailing force seems to be increasing with each
passing year. It has often been said, “Behold how
they love each other!” I know not where this
dynamic force will end. Jesus said, ‘By this shall
all men that ye are my disciples, if you have love
one to another.’ We need not expect it to cease
until this gospel of the kingdom has flown around
the world to every clime and nation—to every
tongue and people, and all men know that we are
followers of the lowly Nazarene . . .

Section V
A Peculiar People
. . . Our aim in this restoration is to cultivate
and deepen within our ministers and members the fruit of
the Spirit. We are endeavoring to “adorn the hidden man
of the heart” (1 Peter 3:4), to let the brightness of Christ
shine through us to the glory of His grace and power (Isaiah
60:1-5). We are seeking to be “clothed with the garments of
salvation” and “covered with the robe of righteousness, as a
bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, and as the bride
adorns herself with her jewels” (61:10): and this so the onlooking world “shall see and acknowledge that [we] are the
seed which the Lord has blessed” (61:9). Observe; as we
pass from the Old Testament to the New, the embodiment of
inward graces replace the symbols of outward adornments.
Sanctified believers themselves thus become God’s “jewels”
(Malachi 3:17). His glory now shines in and through His
people—His “peculiar treasure.” Wisdom, knowledge, and
discretion, says King Solomon, shall be “an ornament of
grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck” (Proverbs
1:9). What is important is that the world may see “Christ in
you the hope of glory.” The prophet declared, “[God] will
beautify the meek with salvation” (Psalm 149:4). This is
the reason we discourage outward, superficial adornments;
for it is difficult to see a pure and radiant Christ through
layers of cosmetics, false eyelashes, painted lips, and gold
and pearls and expensive attire. Clearly the church needs
not to adorn herself with jewels, any more than our Royal
Bridegroom needs to deck Himself with ornaments! The
type is fulfilled, the shadow is past; we should now live in
the glory and power of the risen Christ. What we are seeking
is to embody His radiance and beauty: for our countenances
to shine forth and reflect the Sun of Righteousness, to be
transformed by the brightness and glory of His holiness

Mary had a mini skirt
So bright, and clean, and airy
And though it didn’t show a speck of dirt
It surely did show Mary

Now if we succeed in this, we will develop our
own culture and be “a peculiar culture” within the larger
culture of the world around us. We must not then be afraid
to be different; in fact, we should desire it: for our Lord
was different and we are His body. This is the only way to
truly glorify the Lord, and to be His “peculiar people;” for
He has chosen us to bear His name in this world. We are the
“City of God, the Zion of the Holy One.”

13

Spring 2015

Volume 8, Issue 1

the Chalkboard
A Quarterly Publication of Children’s Ministries
Zion Assembly Church of God

His Touch
Today, children are in need of a touch from
Jesus. Our world is filled with children who are
emotionally neglected and physically abused. They
desire to be loved and treated with respect. As
Christians, we are commissioned to be Jesus’ hands
reaching out to minister to hurting little ones. Each
year, Zion Assembly sets aside the first Sunday of
June as Children’s Day. This unique event is a day
to bless the children and focus on ministering to
their specific needs. Plan a special service filled
with activities which will forever touch the hearts of
children. Do not be afraid of getting your hands
dirty. Organize a picnic or fellowship meal. Take
time to play games and interact with the children.
Better yet, prepare a meaningful craft to make as a
keepsake.
From science, we have learned that every
individual has a one-of-a-kind fingerprint. This
unique impression is left on everything we touch.
Many of us have a special individual who has
touched our lives and left a lasting impression.
Maybe it was a parent, aunt, grandparent, Sunday
school teacher, or youth leader who took a vested
interest in us. That person’s involvement in our
daily lives shaped us into the individuals we have
become. This influential person did not encourage
us to become famous in Hollywood, pursue a career
on Broadway, or start a million dollar business.
Instead, his or her spiritual guidance and teaching
directed us onto “the path of righteousness” (Ps.
23:3). Are you willing to be the kind of person who
leaves his fingerprint on the lives of others? Stretch
out your hand and touch a child in Jesus’ name.

When children are small, they want to touch
everything. Think about it. They love to get their
little hands into mud, paint, glue, clay, or sand. It is
often hard to get them to eat with utensils since their
fingers are so much more accessible. They seem to
enjoy their food the most when they can handle it
first. It has been proven by psychologists and
educators that children learn through touch. For
example, when a child finger paints, the sensation
of touching and smearing the medium creates a
lasting impression in his brain. This is why so
many art projects are created during the elementary
school years. The main problem with tactile
activities is getting those hands clean afterward.
You can look around the environment where
children are busy at work and find finger smudges
and sticky handprints on doors, tables, and walls.
Of course, these are just friendly reminders that
learning has occurred.
Some teachers do not enjoy the mess and
chaos of hands-on activities, but others take great
delight in the disorder. Jesus was a teacher who
was not afraid to get His hands dirty. When a blind
man needed healing, Jesus spit on the ground, made
mud, and smeared it on the man’s eyes. At Jesus’
command, the blind man washed and came back
seeing (Jn. 9:6-7). One day, children were brought
to Jesus so “that He should touch them” (Mk.
10:13). The disciples became cautious of the whole
situation. However, Jesus said, “Suffer the children
to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is
the kingdom of God” (Mk. 10:14). Then Jesus
lifted up the children in His arms and blessed them.

Cheryl H. McDonald, International Children’s Ministries Director
P. O. Box 2398
Cleveland, TN 37320
423-476-3337
childrensministries@zionassemblychurchofgod.com
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“My Journey to Zion”
Continued from page 6

The
Lighter

that had divided and splintered off from the main body
of the fellowship in the previous two decades. While I
had been disenchanted for some time with the direction
the church had taken, none of the factions just referred to
were proclaiming a message that resonated with my spirit.
It seemed to me that they were all attempting to recapture
the spirit of the church in years gone by---particularly the
1950s through the early 1980s. I was seeking something
far different. I wanted something more than the nostalgia
of my early days as a child in the church. It seemed to me
that a more radical reform was in order. If there was to be
any hope of restoring God’s house, it would be necessary to
reach farther back into our common history as the Church
of God and rediscover the passion and vision that drove
men like R.G. Spurling and A.J Tomlinson to take a small
body of believers in the backwoods of Tennessee and
North Carolina and, by God’s grace, to build a worldwide
organization.
What ultimately brought me to Zion Assembly was
the realization that this is a body of believers that not only
knows where we are but who we are. With this realization
in mind, we have cast off the wisdom of the Cheshire
Cat. Since we know where we are going, we also know
that it matters which path we take. We understand that
our mission is far more important than erecting buildings,
counting heads, and counting dollars in the offering plate.
And, for this reason, many honorable men and women
have walked away from successful pastoral careers in
our former fellowship to lead small groups of likeminded
men and women who often are forced to congregate and
worship in storefronts and garages and the houses of the
members. There is a pioneer spirit among our people that
drives us to leave the familiar and comfortable and to seek
the unconventional and challenging. At the heart of our
mission is an understanding that we are not just building
an organization that will endure for a few generations, but
rather we are building God’s house---a house that will in
the words of the old song be,

Side
Julie Steele
“A merry heart does good like a medicine…”

Strange Counsel
A businessman was in a great deal of trouble. His
business was failing:he had put everything he had into
the business, and owed everybody. It was so bad that
he was even contemplating suicide. As a last resort he
went to a pastor and poured out his story of woe with
tears flowing down his face.
When he had finished, the pastor said, “God is
able to help you. Here’s what I want you to do. Put
a beach chair and your Bible in your car and drive
down to the beach. Take the chair and the Bible to the
water’s edge, sit down in the chair, and put the Bible in
your lap. Open the Bible; the wind will rifle the pages,
but finally the open Bible will come to rest on a certain
page. Look down at the page and read the first thing
you see. That will be your answer; that will tell you
what to do.”
A year later the businessman came back to the
pastor and brought his wife and children with him. He
drove up in a new Cadillac and was sporting a new
custom-tailored suit; his wife was adorned in a mink
coat, and his children were shining. The businessman
pulled out of his pocket an envelope stuffed with
money and gave it to the pastor as a donation in thanks
for his advice.
The pastor recognized the benefactor, and was
curious. “Did you do as I suggested?” he asked.

Shining, Shining Thru the Ages
After Earth and Time Have Been Forgot
She’ll Be Wearing Garments Pure and Spotless
Have You on the Wedding Robe or Have You Not?

“Oh yes,” replied the businessman. “I followed
your counsel closely.”
“I went to beach, and sat in a beach chair with my
Bible open in my lap. Then just as you said, the wind rifled
the pages and came to rest on a certain page.”
Now extemely anxious, the pastor asked, “And
what were the first words that you saw?”

And this question in the song remains today: “Have You on
the Wedding Robe or Have You Not?”

“Chapter 11.”
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