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“Elisha’s Exploits, Part Two” 
 

 

Monthly Summary 
 

 

 This month, we will continue to look at the life of Elisha and 

his amazing exploits.  Elisha had big shoes to fill when he stepped 

into the responsibilities of Elijah, the leading prophet in Israel.  

Elijah’s words were powerful because he spoke the Word of God to 

the people.  Moreover, his actions backed up his words, for God 

worked powerfully through Elijah to accomplish his divine will and 

purpose.  Elisha proved to be just as much a man of God as Elijah.  

He carefully spoke the words of God to the people and demonstrated 

the power of God’s Word in his behavior and actions.   

Elisha’s ministry is so reminiscent of Christ’s earthly ministry 

in terms of his many miracles and spiritual authority.  When reading 

the marvelous narrative, we conclude, “Ah Lord God . . . there is 

nothing too hard for thee” (Jer. 32:17).  In these lessons, he multiplied 

the widow’s oil.  He caused a childless woman and her husband to 

conceive and have a son.  He later raised her son from the dead.  

Finally, he healed a poisonous pottage. 

Elisha’s example not only foreshadows the ministry of Christ 

but reminds us of the power of God available to the church today.  We 

sometimes place people like Elisha and Elijah on a great spiritual 

pedestal.  On this note, James reminded us that Elijah was just an 

ordinary man (“a man subject to like passions as we are”) with an 

extraordinary faith and a close relationship with God (Ja. 5:17).  Like 

Elijah, Elisha was just an ordinary man.  He was not Christ; he was 

only a type of Christ.  He too had extraordinary faith to believe and 

follow God; and thus, the Lord used him mightily.   

As followers of God, we are called into the ministry of Christ.  

Jesus said: “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do 

also; and greater works than these shall he do . . .” (Jn. 14:12).  

Sometimes, we forget that God wants to use us to continue the works 

of Christ by the power of the Holy Ghost.  Just as God used Elisha to 

do mighty works, he can also use us to do mighty works in these last 

days.  But we must exercise the same kind of extraordinary faith in 

God and maintain a close relationship with the Lord. 

 



November 5, 2017 

“Multiplied Oil” 
Main Point 

We should consistently bring our needs to God because he is more than 

able to supply our needs in abundance. 

 

Introduction 

The Lord cares about every area of our lives.  He is concerned about the 

things that concern us.  For this reason, we are encouraged to cast all of 

our burdens on the Lord (1 Pe. 5:7).  God should not be our last resort, 

but we should immediately go to him when we are overwhelmed by 

life’s circumstances.  In today’s lesson, we will consider the cry of a 

desperate widow and how her great faith in God resulted in his 

miraculous provision. 

 

Key Verse 

“But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory 

by Christ Jesus” (Ph. 4:19). 

 

Lesson Summary 

In 2 Kings 4:1, one of the sons of the prophets died and left behind his 

wife and two sons.  He had served faithfully as a prophet (minister) in 

Israel under Elisha.  But his widow found herself in a most desperate 

situation.  Because she could not pay her creditor, her two sons were 

forced to become bondservants in order to pay the debt.  So she cried to 

the prophet of God and appealed for help.  “Ask, and it shall be given 

you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you” (Mt. 

7:7).  Like her husband, she too feared the Lord.  “The fear of the Lord is 

the beginning of wisdom” (Ps. 111:10; Pr. 9:10).  Godly fear (i.e. deep 

respect for the Lord) and the faith that goes with such fear are the basis 

for receiving from the Lord (consider Psalm 34:1-9).  Whereas, the fear 

of our circumstances undermines our faith, the fear of the Lord bolsters 

our faith and confidence in God’s ability to supply our needs (e.g. Ac. 

16:23-26).  The widow came to the man of God for help; but what could 

he do about her problem?  Elisha was limited; he could only do so much.  

However, God is unlimited.  He is able to supply all of our needs (Ph. 

4:19).  He can step into overwhelming situations and do the humanly 

impossible (Lu. 18:27).  We may not think we have much to offer God, 

but the Lord can use anything we commit to him, however meager it may 

be.  The widow only had one pot of oil (2 Kg. 4:2).  What good is a pot 



of oil when your sons are in jeopardy?  This is where faith comes into 

play.  Real faith believes that God is greater than our needs.  Genuine 

faith believes that little is much with God (Mk. 8:1-9).  Consider the 

woman’s plight: 1) her husband was dead, 2) she was in debt, and 3) her 

sons were being taken away from her.  When she explained her problems 

to the prophet, he told her to do something peculiar – to borrow empty 

vessels from her neighbors (2 Kg. 4:3-5).  Initially, God increased her 

sense of emptiness by surrounding her with many empty vessels.  Of 

course, the Lord had reasons for doing this: he had a plan, and empty 

vessels were a part of his plan.  Moreover, God was testing and proving 

her faith (1 Pe. 1:7).  Furthermore, when we come to the Lord empty and 

broken, and cry out to him in faith, he will minister to our needs (Ps. 

34:17-19; Mt. 11:28; He. 4:16).  At times, God even multiplies our 

emptiness in order to increase his fullness in our lives all the more.  In 

other words, when we reach the end of ourselves and know that we can 

do nothing to resolve our situation, we understand that God, and God 

alone, is the one who satisfies our need (consider Ro. 3:23; 5:6; Ep. 2:8-

9).  Then he alone receives all the glory and honor.  By faith the widow 

obeyed, and the results were bountiful (2 Kg. 4:6-7).  Not only did she 

have enough to pay all her debts, but she used the remaining oil to 

support her family.  Today, God’s bounty is still more than enough.  He 

is able to satisfy our needs beyond our greatest expectations (Ep. 3:20; 

Jn. 10:10).   

 

Scripture Study 

The fear of the Lord – 2 Kg. 4:1; Ps. 34:1-9; Ac. 16:23-26 

God is able – 2 Kg. 4:2; Ph. 4:19; Lu. 18:27; Mk. 8:1-9 

Faith in God – 2 Kg. 4:3-5; 1 Pe. 1:7; Ps. 34:17-19; Mt. 11:28; He. 4:16 

God’s bounty – 2 Kg. 4:6-7; Ep. 3:20; Jn. 10:10 

 

Conclusion 

Our God can do anything.  He is more than able to supply all of our 

need.  In fact, he can satisfy us in ways we have never considered.  The 

apostle Paul explained that God “is able to do exceeding abundantly 

above all that we ask or think” (Ep. 3:20).  Therefore, we should never 

limit the power of God in our lives.  Instead, we should believe and trust 

in God’s ability, and consistently bring our needs to him because he is 

more than able to supply our needs in abundance.  Nevertheless, let us 

keep in mind the admonition and warning of our Lord: “Take heed, and 

beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance 

of the things which he possesseth” (Lu. 12:15). 



November 12, 2017 

“The Shunammite Woman” 
Main Point 

God knows our motives in everything we do, and he will reward us 

accordingly. 

 

Introduction 

Our motives – the true desires behind our words and actions – are of 

utmost importance to God.  The Lord knows us completely.  The 

psalmist David declared, “O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known 

me.  Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou 

understandest my thought afar off.  Thou compassest my path and my 

lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.  For there is not a word 

in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether” (Ps. 139:1-4).  

In today’s lesson, we will consider a gracious woman’s deeds and God’s 

gracious reward in return.  The Lord knows our motives in everything 

we do, and he will reward us accordingly. 

 

Key Verse 

“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts” 

(Ps. 139:23). 

 

Lesson Summary 

2 Kings 4:8-17 tells the story of the Shunammite woman.  On one of 

Elisha’s journeys, he came to Shunem and was greeted by a woman who 

entreated him to eat with her.  After this, he began stopping at her house 

to eat whenever he came near Shunem.  The Bible simply describes her 

as “great,” likely indicating her prominence as a respected woman in 

Shunem.  Although the Bible mentions nothing of her age, her husband 

is called “old,” and she has no children.  She and her husband began to 

form a lasting relationship with the prophet Elisha.  Exactly why she 

extended such friendship to him is unknown, but clearly her hospitality 

demonstrated her love for God and others (Mt. 22:37-39).  No doubt, the 

Lord prompted her to reach out to Elisha and minister to his needs (Ro. 

12:13).  She fulfilled the pattern of the virtuous woman: “She openeth 

her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of kindness” (Pr. 

31:26).  In the beginning, she did not know Elisha was God’s prophet, 

but in time she realized that he was truly a “holy man of God” (2 Kg. 

4:9).  Then she and her husband determined to bless the man of God by 

preparing a private guest room exclusively for his use.  They supplied 



the room with a bed, table, stool, and candlestick (v. 10).  On one 

occasion when Elisha was resting in his guest room, he considered all of 

the kindness this woman had shown him.  He desired to show his 

gratitude to her in some way, offering to petition the king or the captain 

of the host on her behalf.  But she desired nothing from him; she was 

quite content with her life (vv. 11-13).  Still Elisha desired to bless her.  

But even more, the Lord recognized her gracious works and desired to 

reward her for her kindness toward the man of God.  When Elisha 

persisted to bless her, his servant Gehazi made a suggestion: “Verily she 

hath no child, and her husband is old” (v. 14).  In other words, “This 

couple has no children; they are beyond the age of having children; but 

they need a son, an heir.”  So Elisha sent for the woman and declared to 

her by the word of the Lord, “About this season, according to the time of 

life, thou shalt embrace a son” (v. 16).  Of course, she reacted like any of 

us would react.  In modern lingo, she said, “I can’t believe it.  It’s too 

good to be true!”  Nevertheless, she conceived and had a son just as 

Elisha declared.  Who would have imagined that her acts of kindness 

would turn to bless her in this way?  Clearly, she never thought feeding 

Elisha and providing him shelter would result in a son.  She did none of 

this for personal gain.  In fact, she wanted nothing in return.  As Jesus 

taught, “And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank 

have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again . . . 

lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye 

shall be the children of the Highest” (Lu. 6:34-35).  She gave freely, not 

to gain favor or to be seen of men.  Therefore, the Lord rewarded her 

openly because she gave with pure motives (Mt. 6:1-4; Lu. 6:38). 

 

Scripture Study 
The woman’s kindness – 2 Kg. 4:8-10; Mt. 22:37-39; Ro. 12:13; Pr. 31:26 

Elisha’s gratitude – 2 Kg. 4:11-14 

God’s miraculous reward – 2 Kg. 4:15-17; Lu. 6:34-35; Mt. 6:1-4; Lu. 6:38 

 

Conclusion 

This gracious woman gave with right motives, and in return, God 

miraculously and liberally rewarded her beyond her expectations.  Jesus 

said, “For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be 

measured to you again” (Lu. 6:38).  The Lord knows us through and 

through.  He knows our heart and thoughts.  When we minister to the 

needs of others without thinking of ourselves, we can be sure God knows 

everything we do, and he will reward us accordingly, if not in this life 

then in the life to come. 



 November 19, 2017 

“The Dead Is Raised” 
Main Point 

When we pray, we are calling on the Lord who has all power in heaven 

and in earth, even power over life and death. 

 

Introduction 

In our previous lesson, God gave the Shunammite woman a son to 

reward her kindness toward the prophet Elisha.  She was a gracious 

woman who freely gave of herself without any hint of hidden motives.  

Because of her hospitality, the prophet desired to show his appreciation.  

But even more, the Lord desired to reward her for her great faithfulness.  

Now she and her husband would have a son to enjoy in the twilight years 

of their marriage.  But when the child was older, the woman’s faith was 

put to the test.  In today’s lesson, we will see her faith in action; and we 

will see God’s faithfulness once more. 

 

Key Verse 

“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 

in me, thou he were dead, yet shall he live” (Jn. 11:25). 

 

Lesson Summary 

In 2 Kings 4:18-37, we read about the miracle of restored life.  One 

morning, the Shunammite’s son went to the fields to see his father, but 

he wasn’t feeling well.  The workers were reaping the fields.  He 

complained of a bad headache to his father.  So he had one of the young 

men to take him back to his mother.  She held him until noon, and then 

he died in her lap.  She took his body and laid him on Elisha’s bed in the 

special guest room, closing the door behind her.  She had one thing in 

mind – getting to Elisha as soon as possible.  So she urged her husband 

to give her a young man and a donkey in order to go to Elisha at Mt. 

Carmel.  When he asked her why she was making a special trip, she did 

not tell him about the child but assured him that everything will be fine.  

Her servant speedily took her to see Elisha, who saw her coming in the 

distance.  When Gehazi, Elisha’s servant, came to meet her, she again 

affirmed that everything was fine.  Clearly, she was a woman of great 

faith in God.  She believed the same God who miraculously gave her a 

son could also restore his life.  Of course, no matter how much faith she 

had, she was still a mother robbed of her son, experiencing all of the 

emotional grief of her loss.  When she came to Elisha, she fell at his feet 



and grabbed him pleading for her son’s life.  Elisha sent Gehazi ahead of 

them and asked him to place his staff against the face of the child, but the 

child did not revive.  When they arrived, Elisha went alone into his guest 

room where the lifeless child was laid upon his bed.  Elisha closed the 

door behind him and began praying to the Lord for the child’s life (c.f. 

Ac. 9:36-42). His method of praying was uncommon but effective.  He 

laid on the child, placing his mouth on the child’s mouth, his eyes on the 

child’s eyes, and his hands on the child’s hands, stretching himself upon 

the child.  The child’s body became warm.  Elisha went back into the 

house and paced the floor, not worrying, but likely he prayed within 

himself as he waited upon the Lord.  He went back to the room to pray 

and laid himself upon the child once more; the child revived, sneezing 

seven times and opening his eyes.  What a miraculous restoration of life!  

The Shunammite’s son was alive and well.  As this story of Elisha 

demonstrates, when we pray, we are calling on the Lord who has all 

power in heaven and in earth, even power over life and death (Mt. 

28:18).  Jesus declared, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is 

coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 

God: and they that hear shall live.  For as the Father hath life in himself; 

so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself” (Jn. 5:25-26).  By his 

own resurrection from the dead, Jesus proved his power and authority 

over death (Ro. 6:9; Re. 1:18).  He laid down his life, and he had the 

“power to take it again” (Jn. 10:17-18).  Therefore, the power of life is in 

Jesus (Jn. 1:4).  He said, “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that 

believeth in me, thou he were dead, yet shall he live” (Jn. 11:25).  

Because the Shunammite woman believed in God’s resurrection power, 

the life of her precious boy was restored to her. 

 

Scripture Study 

The dead is raised – 2 Kg. 4:18-37 

Power over life and death – Mt. 28:18; Jn. 5:25-26; Ro. 6:9; Re. 1:18; Jn. 

10:17-18; 1:4; 11:25; Jn. 3:16; 17:2 

 

Conclusion 

No doubt, the greatest power of God we can experience is the power of 

salvation through Jesus Christ.  He gives to us eternal life.  Our natural 

bodies will surely pass away.  The Shunammite’s son lived out the rest 

of his life, and then he followed the natural course of mankind and died 

again.  Natural life is not our goal in Christ, for we have everlasting life 

by faith in him (Jn. 3:16; 17:2).  Therefore, at his coming, we will be 

raised in immortality (1 Co. 15:50-57). 



November 26, 2017 

“Healing of the Pottage” 
Main Point 

The Lord is our provision and protection in times of want and distress. 

 

Introduction 

As Christians, we believe God can do anything that does not conflict 

with his holy nature and perfect will.  After all, he is our Creator, and 

nothing is beyond his power and ability to perform.  But do we 

sometimes limit God by setting artificial parameters of what we think he 

will and will not do for us?  Faith in God means that we believe he will 

help us in our time of need.  But if we place God in a box, then we may 

limit the blessings we will receive from the Lord.  In today’s lesson, the 

Lord worked in an “out of the box” sort of way.  2 Kings 4:38-41 tells 

about a peculiar kind of healing: the healing of the pottage. 

 

Key Verse 

“But he said, Then bring meal.  And he cast it into the pot; and he said, 

Pour out for the people, that they may eat.  And there was no harm in the 

pot” (2 Kg. 4:41). 

 

Lesson Summary 

At this particular time, the land was experiencing a significant famine.  

Israel had already been through 3 ½ years of drought during Elijah’s 

ministry (1 Kg. 17:1; Ja. 5:17).  No doubt, the extended drought 

devastated the land for a time.  After several years of recovery, they now 

experienced a food shortage during Elisha’s ministry.  [Note: The 

Scriptures mention a famine of seven years in 2 Kings 8:1 – a famine 

ordered of the Lord.]  Because the kings of Israel notoriously led the 

nation in rebellion against God, the Lord used hardships like drought and 

famine to judge and humble his people (2 Chr. 6:26-31; 7:12-14).  

Perhaps, because of the famine, Elisha traveled to Gilgal to be with the 

sons of the prophets for their encouragement.  Nevertheless, regardless 

of the reason for this visit, he came together and met with them during 

the famine, and this occasion gave opportunity for divine intervention.  

God works in the context of human need.  Time after time, he shows up 

in situations where we are powerless, and he receives glory by 

demonstrating his power in our lives (2 Chr. 16:7-9).  Elisha asked his 

servant to prepare a great vat of pottage (i.e. soup, broth, or stew) for the 

prophets.  Lacking adequate provisions for a meal – not even enough for 



a pottage – someone went into the fields looking for herbs and gathered 

up wild gourds which turned out to be poisonous.  Unknowingly, the 

poisonous gourds were shredded and cooked in the pottage, and it was 

served to the sons of the prophets.  As they ate the pottage, the men 

began to cry out, “O thou man of God, there is death in the pot” (2 Kg. 

4:40).  Elisha’s servant unwittingly served the sons of the prophets a 

deadly meal, so they immediately stopped eating.  We should notice that 

Elisha did not pour out the pottage and then have his servant to prepare 

another meal.  Why?  No doubt, the prophets were hungry and ready to 

eat; but more significantly, food was scarce because of the famine.  With 

a food shortage, why throw out the pottage when God can heal it?  Then 

Elisha did something strange.  He asked for someone to bring him meal 

(milled grain) and cast it into the pot.  There was no power in the meal 

itself, but the addition of the meal to the pottage was the physical 

representation of God’s miraculously healing the pottage.  In an instant, 

it was no longer deadly although the poisonous gourds were still in the 

pot.  They then poured out fresh pottage, and the men finished eating 

their meal without any harm whatsoever.  God had the power to heal the 

deadly pottage and to turn it into nourishment.  In this way, he both 

provided for and protected them.  Today, the Lord continues to provide 

for us (Mt. 6:31-33; Ps. 37:25; Ph. 4:19) and to protect us (Mk. 16:18; 

Ps. 28:7-9; He. 13:5-6). 

 

Scripture Study 

Dearth in the land – 2 Kg. 4:38-39; 1 Kg. 17:1; Ja. 5:17; 2 Chr. 6:26-31; 

7:12-14 

Death in the pot – 2 Kg. 4:39-40 

Delicious Pottage – 2 Kg. 4:41; Mt. 6:31-33; Ps. 37:25; Ph. 4:19; Mk. 

16:18; Ps. 28:7-9; He. 13:5-6 

 

Conclusion 

The sons of the prophets had to exercise great faith in eating the 

“poisonous pottage.”  They obviously had great confidence in Elisha’s 

relationship with God.  Moreover, believing in God’s power and 

faithfulness, they ate with calm assurance.  No doubt, this miracle was 

significant in its timing.  God demonstrated to the sons of the prophets 

that he would continue to take care of their needs during a difficult time 

of famine.  Truly, the Lord is faithful; he does not forsake us; and he will 

continue to supply our needs.  So let’s firmly place our faith in a faithful 

God. 


