
 

 Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Samuel 

Lesson Text: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 
May 7, 2017 

Lesson Summary 

Eli the priest continued to train Samuel to serve the Lord.  However, Eli’s own sons continued to do evil things 
throughout the land.  God sent a messenger to warn Eli and to tell him that his sons’ wickedness would not go 
unpunished.  He also told Eli that He would “raise up a faithful priest” that would do God’s will. One night, after serving 
in the temple, Samuel went to bed.   Samuel heard someone call and ran to Eli, thinking it was he who had called.  Eli 
told Samuel he had not called him and to go back to sleep.  Again, Samuel lay down to sleep and soon heard a call 
again.  He ran back to Eli, sure that Eli needed something.  Eli, however, had not called Samuel.  Eli sent Samuel 
back to bed a second time.  Samuel went and heard a call a third time.  He ran back to Eli, but Eli had not called.  
However, Eli understood now that God was calling Samuel.  He directed Samuel to answer the Lord, “Speak, Lord; for 
thy servant heareth” (1 Sam. 3:9).  Samuel went back to his bed and waited.  The Lord came to Samuel again and this 
time Samuel responded as Eli had said.  Samuel listened and then obeyed the Lord.  God had a job for Samuel to do.  
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  1 Samuel 2:20-36, 1 Samuel 3, Matthew 13:1-23 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that we must listen and obey when God calls. 
 
Materials:  Bible, bathrobes or simple costumes, a recording of a male voice saying, “Samuel, Samuel.” 
 
Memory Verse: “And the Lord came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel.  Then 

Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth” (1 Samuel 3: 10). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 Drama:  Children love to act out this Bible story.  Have two 
bathrobes or simple costumes and a recording of a male voice saying, 
“Samuel.”  (You can also use a live voice—the children enjoy if the person 
is hidden or out of sight.)  Let the children act out the scene of Samuel and 
Eli at rest.  Bath towels can be used for a bed.  Take turns letting as many 
as want to act out the scene, but always have ‘Samuel’ repeat his part of 
the memory verse.  You may narrate, or let one of the children do so.   
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 

1. How did God speak to Samuel? 
2. Does God speak to us?  How? 
3. Is it hard to know the voice of God?  Why or Why not? 
4. Why is it important to not only listen, but also to obey? 

 

sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com 

mailto:sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com


 

 Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Samuel 

Lesson Text: 1 Samuel 7: 2-17 
May 14, 2017 

Lesson Summary 

God had told Samuel what was to become of Eli and his sons.  Soon, Israel was in battle with the Philistines and 
things were not going well.  Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were sent to bring the Ark of the Covenant.  The 
Philistines took the ark and killed Eli’s sons.  When word got to Eli, he fell and died.  Just as God had said would 
happen, Samuel was now the judge over Israel.  The children of Israel were very upset because the Philistines had 
taken the ark of God.  They knew the ark represented God’s presence and blessings.  They finally came to Samuel to 
ask for help.  Samuel told them of the wrong things they had done and called on them to repent and put away the 
strange gods they had started to worship.  Samuel also told them he would pray for them. When the Philistines heard 
the children of Israel were gathered, they came against them in battle.  The Israelites were scared and asked Samuel 
to continue to pray.  The Bible says that “Samuel cried unto the Lord for Israel; and the Lord heard him” (1 Sam. 7:9).  
Samuel knew that God alone could return the ark and save the Israelites.  God called Samuel and he listened. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  1 Samuel 4 – 7 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that because Samuel listened and obeyed God, he was 
chosen to be Israel’s last judge. 
 
Materials:  Paper, crayons, colored pencils, markers 
 
Memory Verse: “And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will pray for you unto the Lord” 
(1 Samuel 7:5). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 Story board:  This lesson lends itself to having the students create 
a story board or cartoon strip.  Take a sheet of paper and have the children 
create three scenes from the lesson.  The students can illustrate each 
scene with or without words.  After completion, let each student share 
his/her story board with the class to reinforce the lesson.   
 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. Why did God allow the ark to be taken by the Philistines? 
2. What did Samuel do to help the Israelites? 
3. Why did God choose Samuel? 
4. Does God still choose people today?  Why? 
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Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Samuel Anoints a King 

Lesson Text: 1Samuel 8:1-6; 9:15-17; 10:1 
May 21, 2017 

Lesson Summary 

Samuel had gotten much older and the Israelites were not happy to have judges any longer.  The elders came to 
Samuel and said they would like to have a king.  Samuel knew this was not God’s plan, but the people continued to 
complain.  Samuel talked to God, and the Lord answered by telling Samuel to grant their request.  However, He also 
told Samuel to warn the people that having a king would cause them to be very sad later.  Samuel was God’s 
anointed servant; however, the people neither listened to Samuel nor the Lord. They wanted to be like all of the other 
countries that had kings to rule them.  The Lord listened to the people and then spoke to Samuel.  He told him that a 
man would come to him from the land of Benjamin and that he would be “the one.”  When Saul appeared to Samuel 
the next day, the Lord spoke to Samuel again so that Samuel would know Saul was the one He had chosen to lead 
the people.  Samuel had once again listened to God and obeyed his commandments.  God chose Samuel to judge his 
people.  God chose Saul to be king.  He continues to choose those who will listen to His voice and obey His word. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  1 Samuel 8 – 10; 1 Peter 2:9-10 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn how God used Samuel to anoint Saul as Israel’s first king. 
 
Materials:  Poster board and aluminum foil  
 
Memory Verse: “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light:” (1Peter 2:9). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
Cut a poster board into strips long enough to create a “crown” for each 
child’s head.   Allow the children to cover the poster crown with foil to make 
it look more like a crown.  You could also have them decorate with crayons 
or markers.  After the crowns are made, allow each child to have a turn 
being “chosen to lead.”  Let them lead a game of “Follow the Leader” or 
“Simon Says.”  (Note: You can call it “King Saul Says” or “Samuel Says.”)   

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. Why did God allow Israel to have a king? 
2. How does Samuel continue to know God’s plan? 
3. Why do you think God chose Saul? 
4. Does God still choose people today?  How? 
5. What are important qualities in a good leader? 
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Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Samuel Anoints a Boy 
Lesson Text: 1 Samuel 16:7-13 

May 28, 2017 

Lesson Summary 

Samuel came to King Saul with a message from the Lord.  King Saul was to go into battle and destroy Amalek 
completely.  He was not to keep any of the spoils of battle.  Saul, however, was disobedient to God’s commands.  His 
heart was no longer right before God.  God knew Saul would not be able to lead the people any longer.  God spoke to 
Samuel and sent him to anoint a new king.  The Lord sent Samuel to a man named Jesse and told him that one of his 
sons was to be king (1 Sam. 16:1).  Samuel went and obeyed God once again.  However, as he saw each of Jesse’s 
sons, he did not find the future king.  Samuel asked Jesse, “Are here all thy children” (1 Sam. 16:11)?  Jesse told him 
that there was one more son, but he was the youngest and was watching the sheep.  His name was David, and he 
was only a boy!  However, God saw David and knew that he would become one of the greatest kings to rule Israel.  
More importantly, God said, “I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfill all my 
will” (Acts 13:22).  Samuel again listened to God and not man.  He anointed the boy who would be king, and through 
David’s family tree, our Savior would come! 
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Teacher Preparation 

Readings:  1 Samuel 15 & 16; John 7:24; Matthew 23:27 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that God does not always choose the most likely 
candidate. 
 
Materials:  2 Boxes – one plain on the outside, the other wrapped or decorated; rocks, candy or treat 
 
Memory Verse: “...For man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart” 

(1Samuel 16:7b). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
Illustration: Tell your students that you have two gifts.  One gift is something 
they will really like, but the other is filled with rocks.  Do not allow the 
students to shake the box, but tell them they have to choose based only on 
how the boxes look.  Place the treat inside the plain box and the rocks 
inside the pretty box.  After the students choose, explain that things are not 
always as they might appear.  Tell them that when God looks at us, He 
does not look at how we appear, but rather, he looks inside – at our heart.   

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. Why did God’s favor leave Saul? 
2. Do you think Samuel was surprised by God’s choice?  Why or why 

not? 
3. Why do you think God chose David? 
4. What does God look at when choosing people to serve Him? 
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