
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Outlines 

September 7 

Topic: Patterned after Christ 

Texts: 1 Ti. 4:1-16; Ac. 2:41-42; 15:1-2; 16:4-5; Co. 2:7; 

1 Pe. 2:21; Ep. 5:30; Ge. 2:23; Jn. 13:1-17; 1 Ti. 5:9-10 

Key Verse: Co. 2:8 

Main Point: The doctrine and teachings of the church 

must be patterned after (aligned with) Jesus Christ. 

 

September 14 
Topic: Doctrine Interprets Our Worship 

Texts: Co. 1:4-8, 23, 28; 2:6-10; Jn. 1:1, 14; 14:9; Re. 2:4-

5, 14-16, 20-24; 3:3, 15-19; Co. 3:1-2; 1 Jn. 2:15-18; Mt. 

15:8-9 

Key Verse: Mt. 15:9 

Main Point: The doctrine of the church is of utmost 

importance because it defines and gives meaning to our 

corporate worship. 

 

September 21 
Topic: Love above Doctrine Error 

Texts: 1 Jn. 4:7, 11-12; Mt. 22:36-40; Ro. 13:8-10; Jn. 

3:16; 1 Jn. 4:8, 16; Mt. 24:4-5, 24; 2 Ti. 4:3-4; Ep. 4:15 

Key Verse: Ep. 4:15 

Main Point: Love and doctrine together maintain a healthy 

balance in the spirituality and mission of the church. 

 

September 28 
Topic: Distinguishing the Church 

Texts: Co. 1:18-19; 2:9-10; Ep. 5:23; Ph. 2:9-11; Mt. 

16:13-18; Jn. 7:16; 1 Ti. 6:3-5; 2 Jn. 9; Mk. 1:21-22, 27 

Key Verse: Co. 2:9 

Main Point: Our unique doctrine in the church serves to 

distinguish us as the people of God and sets us apart as 

God’s church uniquely. 
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   September 2014 Christ and the Church Monthly Summary 

 In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we will 

study “The Doctrine of the Church.”  When we 

take the Bible as the infallible and authoritative 

Word of God, we feel it incumbent upon us to 

understand its doctrine in order to follow Jesus 

Christ.  However, anytime the authority of the 

Scriptures is lessened, something else will surely 

take its place in the church.  This substitution may 

take on the form of an ecclesiastical-hierarchical 

office(s), church tradition, or even cultural-societal 

norms.  The result is the loss of Biblical truth in 

the church.  What is the danger in giving up 

Biblical doctrine for philosophies, worldly 

principles, and man-made traditions, even if these 

rise up from within the ranks of the church?  When 

the doctrine and teachings of the church fall into 

error, they no longer serve to reveal the Christ of 

the Scriptures.  Clearly, the doctrines of the church 

must be patterned after (aligned with) Jesus Christ.  

Otherwise, how can we, as God’s church, be sure 

that we are truly worshiping Jesus and not 

another? 

 Today, many are yielding to a gross error, 

placing love above doctrine and truth.  They 

emphasize love to the point that other Biblical 

truths lose their importance.  They exaggerate and 

distort love, placing it above doctrine, rather than 

seeing how the two (love and doctrine) come 

together to maintain balance in the spirituality and 

mission of the church.  In fact, without doctrine, 

the mission of the church becomes nonsensical and 

aimless.  What then is the importance of doctrine?  

Our unique doctrine in Zion Assembly serves to 

distinguish us as the people of God and sets us 

apart as God’s church uniquely. 

To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, you will 
also receive Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion 
Assembly Church of God, please visit our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Introduction 
A pattern provides an example or model; it supplies the necessary directions for making something.  For example, a 

construction blueprint or a wiring diagram gives the specifications for the finished product.  As Christians, the Bible (the Holy 

Scriptures) gives us a pattern and model to follow.  More specifically, the doctrines taught in the Scriptures reveal Christ to us, 

giving us his example to follow.  In today’s lesson, we will see the importance of the doctrines of the church as these relate to 

Jesus Christ and his mission through the church. 
 

Key Verse 
“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, 

and not after Christ” (Co. 2:8). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Doctrine is important to the church, even essential to its ministry and mission (1 Ti. 4:1-16).  A primary responsibility of the 

church is to determine from the Scriptures the truth principles and practices by which we must fulfill our ministry and mission 

in the world.  From the beginning, the New Testament church was built upon the doctrine of Christ and the apostles (Ac. 2:41-

42).  Afterward, we see the church come together with its leadership in order to consider and settle questions regarding its faith 

and practice (15:1-2).  In this way, the doctrine remained unified, was consistent with the Scriptures, and edified the church 

(16:4-5).  We see all of this in operation in Acts chapter fifteen, which provides the Scriptural basis and example for our 

General Assembly in Zion Assembly (15:1-31).  How does doctrine influence the mission and ministry of the church?  Consider 

the following example.  In Zion Assembly, we have a teaching called “Intoxicating Beverages and Drugs,” which states, “The 

Scriptures teach against the consumption of alcohol or other intoxicating beverages because God has called us to perfect 

sobriety . . . Much of what is said about intoxicating beverages is true also of drugs . . . The use of drugs such as tobacco, 

marijuana, opium, cocaine, etc., impair the body and is not in keeping with the teachings and principles of Christ and the 

Scriptures.”  Clearly, we teach against using tobacco.  However, there is a big difference in saying, “We believe in Jesus Christ, 

and we also believe that smoking tobacco is wrong,” instead of saying, “We believe in the Christ who teaches against smoking 

tobacco.”  In this statement, we immediately see why doctrine is so essential to the message and mission of Christ, for the first 

statement implies that our Christian beliefs can somehow be separated from faith in Christ, while the second statement 

demonstrates that doctrine is fundamentally attached to Christ himself.  The former is merely a statement of Christian belief; the 

latter is a statement of Christ.  The former results if we separate the church’s teachings from Christ; the latter results when we 

keep the church’s teachings firmly rooted and built up in Christ (Co. 2:7).  In contemporary Christianity, doctrine has become a 

“pick and choose” aspect of the Christian faith – simply pick which flavor of Christianity you want, and follow Jesus.  

However, the doctrines of the Bible actually define and distinguish Christ himself.  We therefore see why the doctrine and 

teachings of the church must be patterned after (or aligned with) Jesus Christ, for the church is his body – bone of his bones and 

flesh of his flesh, spiritually speaking (1 Pe. 2:21; Ep. 5:30; Ge. 2:23).  Moreover, any truth, spiritual principle, or example in 

the Scriptures that informs and shapes our faith and practice in following Christ also influences our salvation to some degree.  

Consider the teaching of “Feet Washing” for example.  The majority of professing Christians do not practice Feet Washing.  

However, the Christ of the Scriptures washed his disciples’ feet and gave us his example to follow (Jn. 13:1-17; 1 Ti. 5:9-10).  

Therefore, to deny feet washing in the practice of the church is to deny Christ in the church to that degree, because we are to 

pattern ourselves after his life and example (Jn. 13:15). 
 

Scripture Study 
The importance of doctrine – 1 Ti. 4:1-16; Ac. 2:41-42; 15:1-2; 16:4-5 

Patterned after Christ – Co. 2:7; 1 Pe. 2:21; Ep. 5:30; Ge. 2:23 

The example of Feet Washing – Jn. 13:1-17; 1 Ti. 5:9-10 
 

Conclusion 
Contrary to what some may think, controversy over doctrine is never over doctrine itself.  The problem of turning from right 

doctrine is not breaking with church tradition or even changing our Christian beliefs; but rather, the real danger is trading faith 

in a true revelation of Jesus Christ for faith in a false revelation of Christ.  Therefore, the real controversy over doctrine is in 

regard to the Christ who gives us the doctrine, because the function of doctrine is distinguishing the Christ of the Scriptures. 
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Introduction 
The lights are set just right in the auditorium creating a subdued mood with dazzling, multicolored lights shining against the 

dark stage.  The musicians crank up the volume with some intense rhythm, and the worship leader starts singing as hands go up 

in the air with a wave of motion.  Many professing Christians gravitate toward contemporary, multimedia worship experiences 

featuring worship teams, praise bands, and the popular hits on Christian radio.  While this may be appealing, particularly to 

young people, do they truly know whom they are worshiping (Mt. 15:8-9)?  Worship is much more than music, a style, mood, 

or an atmosphere.  In today’s lesson, we will see that doctrine is essential to the church because it interprets our worship of God. 
 

Key Verse  
“But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” (Mt. 15:9). 
 

Lesson Summary 
When the apostle Paul wrote to the church in Colosse, he first encouraged the saints to walk in Christ and to be “rooted 

and built up in him” (Co. 2:6-7).  Then he warned them to beware of “philosophy and vain deceit” (v. 8).  His first 

admonition safeguards against the second.  By remaining firmly settled in our relationship with Christ, we keep ourselves 

from the ideas and influences of this world.  Clearly, the saints had received Christ because they were established in the 

faith having been taught the truth (Co. 1:4-8; 2:6).  They were indeed building on the foundation of Christ (1:23).  

Nevertheless, Paul warned them not to be drawn away “after the tradition of men” and “the rudiments of the world” (1:28; 

2:8).  The church must not be distracted from following Christ.  Paul’s emphasis is made clear when he contrasted 

philosophy, manmade traditions, and worldly rudiments (principles) with Christ (v. 8).  In the church, we do not even 

follow rules and precepts, per se; we follow Christ.  Biblical doctrines point us to him.  Paul’s stress is clearly on the 

person of Christ: “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.  And ye are complete in him” (vv. 9-10).  

Christ is the full revelation of God to man (Jn. 1:1, 14; 14:9).  There will never be another revelation by which we may 

know God.  Thus, we find our fulfillment in him and have no need to look any further.  Just as Paul explained, 

philosophies, manmade traditions, and worldly principles will attempt to compete with Christ.  Notice, he wrote this 

warning to the faithful saints in Colosse, not to sinners (1:2).  Is it actually possible for Christians who claim to worship 

Christ to go after the world instead of Christ?  Yes!  Otherwise, Paul would not warn them.  Moreover, this was God’s 

admonition to the churches of Asia in the book of Revelation.  The Lord called them to repent (Re. 2:5, 16; 3:3, 19).  As 

Christians and members of the church, if we already believe in Jesus Christ and worship him, how then do these worldly 

things compete with Christ in the church?  Of course, they compete with our spiritual affections first and foremost (Co. 

3:1-2; Re. 2:4; 3:15-16; Mt. 15:8).  But they also compete in regard to the doctrine (teachings and practices) of the church 

itself, thus, weakening and undermining the knowledge of Christ in the church (Re. 2:14-15, 20-24; Mt. 15:9).  If worldly 

philosophies and practices should ever penetrate the life of Zion Assembly, competing with the knowledge of Christ, we 

will be distracted and sidetracked from wholly following after Christ.  Why?  Since the doctrine of the church defines the 

person and work of Christ in and through the church, doctrine interprets and gives meaning to our corporate worship.  

That is, the doctrine embraced by the church reflects our corporate understanding of Christ.  Thus, the doctrine of the 

church demonstrates whether or not we truly worship the Christ of the Scriptures or a manmade, philosophical, worldly 

revelation of Christ, otherwise known as antichrist (1 Jn. 2:15-18).  
 

Scripture Study 
Philosophy or Christ – Co. 1:4-8, 23, 28; 2:6-10; Jn. 1:1, 14; 14:9 

Competing with Christ – Re. 2:4-5, 14-16, 20-24; 3:3, 15-19; Co. 3:1-2; 1 Jn. 2:15-18; Mt. 15:8-9 
 

Conclusion 
The doctrine of the church is of utmost importance because it interprets whom we worship.  Many worldly influences seek 

to compete with our allegiance to Christ.  In Zion Assembly, we must therefore make certain that we safeguard the purity 

of our doctrine, ensuring that it all aligns with Christ completely. 
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Introduction 
Walking a tightrope requires tremendous effort and great balance.  Too far to the left or right means certain failure.  In a 

sense, all of life is a balancing act.  Maintaining a balanced lifestyle and perspective keeps us from extremes and error.  

Likewise, in the church, balance is crucial.  Going too far in any one direction will cause us to be misguided in our 

mission.  In today’s lesson, we will consider the importance of both love and doctrine in the life of the church.  Love and 

doctrine maintain the balance in our mission. 
 

Key Verse 
“But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ” (Ep. 4:15). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Contemporary Christianity emphasizes love above doctrine, contending that love unites but doctrine divides.  Rather than 

focusing on doctrinal differences, they assert that we just need to love one another (1 Jn. 4:7, 11-12).  On the surface, this 

ideology may sound good.  Everyone flowing together and loving one another without worrying about differing beliefs has an 

instant appeal for many professing Christians.  Consequently, doctrine is often minimized in order to preach Christ and his love.  

No doubt, when believers become contentious over doctrine, trying to win an argument, doctrine becomes lost in the heated 

debate.  When love is missing, what’s the point of doctrine anyway?  Certainly, love takes priority in the church.  Jesus taught 

the supreme virtues of loving God and neighbor (Mt. 22:36-40).  We should love our neighbor as ourselves (v. 39).  The apostle 

Paul wrote, “For he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law . . . Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the 

fulfilling of the law” (Ro. 13:8, 10).  Clearly, love is the heartbeat of God (Jn. 3:16), for God is love (1 Jn. 4:8, 16).  It goes 

without saying that Christians need to love others.  But should love supersede doctrine?  What is the problem in deemphasizing 

doctrine in order to preach Christ?  Simply this: Christ becomes known in name only.  Without sound Biblical doctrine and 

teachings, we hear a message about Jesus but know little of the true Christ of the Scriptures.  The faith then becomes associated 

to a name, “Jesus” or “Christ,” rather than to the truth of the Scriptures.  Of course, even Jesus warned that many deceivers 

would come in his name.  “Take heed that no man deceive you.  For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and 

shall deceive many . . . For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch 

that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect” (Mt. 24:4-5, 24).  “Jesus Christ” as a name is only representative of 

the truth it conveys.  Without the truth what does his name actually mean?  When Paul warned of deception in the last days, he 

said, “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves 

teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables” (2 Ti. 4:3-4).  

The world celebrates “love” but turns from the truth.  The world likes the notion of love but refuses sound doctrine.  Placing 

love above doctrine is therefore a critical error.  While love is of utmost importance to the church and its mission, love cannot 

stand alone.  When false teachers circumvent the truth, substituting love for doctrine, this produces an uncertain, individual, and 

philosophical Christ made to fit man, where Christ conforms to me, rather than my being conformed to Christ and transformed 

by him.  True doctrine is therefore essential to the mission of Zion Assembly.  Paul declared, “But speaking the truth in love, 

may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ” (Ep. 4:15).  Speaking in loving terms and only talking about 

God’s love are insufficient for the spiritual growth and health of the church.  Rather, by speaking the truth in love, the 

members of the church “grow up into Christ in all things” (v. 15).  Thus, both love and truth (doctrine) maintain the spiritual 

balance in the church. 
 

Scripture Study 
The priority of love – 1 Jn. 4:7, 11-12; Mt. 22:36-40; Ro. 13:8-10; Jn. 3:16; 1 Jn. 4:8, 16 

The error of love above doctrine – Mt. 24:4-5, 24; 2 Ti. 4:3-4; Ep. 4:15 
 

Conclusion 
Placing love above the truth of the Scriptures “turns the grace of our God into lasciviousness” (Jude 4).  Likewise, placing 

the truth above the love of Christ undermines the grace of God and turns the faith into lifeless, even harsh, creeds.  God 

has given Zion Assembly the balance of love and truth to keep us growing spiritually and moving forward in our mission. 

“Love above Doctrine Error” 
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Introduction 
Christianity is filled with literally thousands of denominational organizations, each with differing beliefs, practices, 

government, and discipline.  In the context of such religious confusion, Zion Assembly exists as a beacon of light and 

truth, preaching Christ to the world.  Without hesitation, we believe our message is right, distinct, and true.  In today’s 

lesson, we will emphasize that preaching Christ by our unique doctrine distinguishes Zion Assembly uniquely as the 

church, the body of Christ. 
 

Key Verse 
“For in him [Jesus Christ] dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Co. 2:9). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Why is doctrine so important in (to) the church?  Our unique doctrine in the church serves to distinguish us as the people of God 

and sets us apart as God’s church uniquely, as opposed to being a manmade religious institution.  Let’s consider how this 

works.  Paul explained that Jesus Christ “is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 

that in all things he might have the preeminence” (Co. 1:18).  He then wrote, “For it pleased the Father that in him should all 

fulness dwell” (v. 19).  He again emphasized to the church the preeminence of Christ, saying, “For in him dwelleth all the 

fulness of the Godhead bodily.  And ye are complete in him” (2:9-10).  Jesus is the head and savior of the body, the church; he 

is the preeminent one among us (Ep. 5:23; Ph. 2:9-11).  He is the fullest expression of God unto mankind, and he is the fullness 

and completion of the church itself.  Therefore, Jesus Christ takes center stage in the church, and everything revolves around 

him.  He is the focal point and message of the church.  By preaching Christ and his preeminence, we bring people to the 

salvation of the Lord.  In turn, by leading them to Christ and teaching them his ways, we also bring believers into the church, 

for Christ is the head of his body and is building his church (Mt. 16:16-18).  Since Christ is the fullness of God (bodily) and the 

fullness of the church (being the head), the key to building God’s church is preaching Christ in the power of the Spirit.  

However, preaching Christ to the world means proclaiming not only his person but also his doctrine (Jn. 7:16; 1 Ti. 6:3-5; 2 Jn. 

9).  The doctrine of Christ includes his words, teachings, and practices (Mk. 1:21-22, 27), which were then taught and practiced 

by the apostles and leaders of the New Testament church.  Essentially, the New Testament Scriptures give us the right 

understanding of the Old Testament in the light of the teachings (doctrine) of Christ.  The New explains the Old.  Thus, Zion 

Assembly is committed to studying the whole Bible in order to determine the faith, practice, government, and discipline of the 

New Testament.  In this way, we clarify the doctrine of Christ and make him distinct.  Once again, why is doctrine so important 

in (to) the church?  Instead of merely defining what we believe in Zion Assembly, our doctrine reveals the Christ of the 

Scriptures.  Our doctrine answers the question, “Who is the Christ?” (Mt. 16:13-15).  This is the most important challenge 

facing the church today: distinguishing Jesus Christ and his Spirit from the spirit of antichrist raging in the world.  In Zion 

Assembly, we are not merely declaring “what” we believe, but our doctrine is clarifying “who” is the Christ.  We must preach 

Christ with the power and anointing of the Holy Ghost.  As we distinguish Christ uniquely from the Scriptures with the 

inspiration of the Holy Ghost, we will also distinguish ourselves uniquely as his church, his body, and his bride. 
 

Scripture Study 
Preaching Christ and his preeminence – Co. 1:18-19; 2:9-10; Ep. 5:23; Ph. 2:9-11 

Building the church upon the doctrine of Christ – Mt. 16:13-18; Jn. 7:16; 1 Ti. 6:3-5; 2 Jn. 9; Mk. 1:21-22, 27 
 

Conclusion 
In Zion Assembly, we preach Christ and his preeminence.  However, we are distinguishing Christ by the doctrines and 

teachings of the church.  Our doctrine, therefore, lifts up Christ and makes him known; and in turn, it makes the church 

known.  Doctrine is thus essential to our mission.  Through distinguishing Christ by our doctrine, we also distinguish the 

church, his body.  In the words of Paul, “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 

all longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Ti. 4:2).  In doing so, we not only declare Christ and make him known distinctly, but we 

further distinguish ourselves as his church uniquely. 

“Distinguishing the Church” 
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