
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction  
The success of the church and its mission depends on a right understanding of the Word of God.  Thus, the church must 
embrace the great responsibility of Biblical interpretation.  Where does interpretation begin?  While the church, as a 
whole, must be employed in interpreting the Scriptures, this work begins with the individual members of the church.  The 
success of the whole is therefore dependent on the diligence and commitment of the individuals. 
 

Key Verse 
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” 
(2 Ti. 2:15). 
 

Lesson Summary 
The Bible is the foundation and authority for truth – the very fountain of the knowledge of God.  Since the Bible is the 
foundation for knowing the truth, each member of the church has an individual obligation to study and interpret the Scriptures 
for himself/herself (2 Ti. 2:15).  In other words, the members of the church must determine the truth individually.  Why?  Each 
one is accountable to God for himself/herself (Ro. 14:12; Mt. 18:23; Lu. 16:2).  Moreover, while the church’s leadership is 
influential and instrumental in Biblical interpretation, they are not a substitute for individual accountability (2 Co. 13:5).  In 
doctrine, four basic factors influence one’s understanding of the truth: Scripture, tradition, reason, and experience.  This four-
fold method of understanding truth is referred to as the Wesleyan Quadrilateral, named for John Wesley, the great eighteenth 
century revivalist and reformer.  Knowing the truth comes through hearing the Word – “So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God” (Ro. 10:17).  At the very moment an individual hears the Word, he/she begins the work of 
determining what it means.  Faith is established on the basis of an individual’s hearing and interpreting the Word.  When one 
hears and interprets the Scriptures correctly, the individual has understood the truth.  Furthermore, one’s understanding of the 
Scriptures is shaped by tradition, reason, and experience.  Biblical interpretation is influenced by Christian tradition – that is, 
orthodox theology, sound doctrine, and established Biblical practices, all of which have prepared the way for knowing the truth.  
When we interpret the Scriptures, Christian tradition impacts the way we understand the truth.  Timothy was a prime example 
of a believer whose faith was deeply influenced by a traditional understanding of the Word of Truth (2 Ti. 1:5).  His beliefs 
were built on the faith he was given by his grandmother and mother, Lois and Eunice (2 Ti. 3:13-15; Ac. 16:1-3).  Moreover, 
we necessarily approach the Scriptures with reason.  After all, the Word of God is logical and reasonable; it is the revelation of 
the mind of God (Jn. 1:1-2; 1 Co. 2:16).  God created human beings as rational, thinking creatures with the ability to reason, 
which is one of the ways man reflects the image of God (Is. 1:18; Ro. 12:2).  Thus, reason necessarily factors into interpretation.  
Finally, experience influences Biblical interpretation.  Believers approach the Scriptures with knowledge shaped by 
experience(s).  Not only do believers know God from the pages of his Word, but they also know God experientially (Ac. 1:8; 
10:28-45).  One’s experience in the Lord shapes how one understands the truth (Ro. 6:15-16).  Thus, the Word explains one’s 
experience; but also one’s experience aids in understanding the truth. 
 

Scripture Study 
Biblical interpretation: An individual responsibility – 2 Ti. 2:15; Ro. 14:12; Mt. 18:23; Lu. 16:2; 2 Co. 13:5; Ro. 10:17 
Interpretation by tradition – 2 Ti. 1:5; 3:13-15; Ac. 16:1-3 
Interpretation by reason – Jn. 1:1-2; 1 Co. 2:16; Ro. 12:1-3 
Interpretation by experience – Ac. 1:8; Ro. 6:15-16 
 

Conclusion 
Salvation is personal and individual.  Each believer must know Christ for himself/herself.  As such, the knowledge of God 
is built on a relationship between the individual believer and Jesus Christ.  Clearly, the responsibility for Biblical 
interpretation starts with and falls upon the shoulders of each church member.   
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Introduction  
Certainly, the Bible reveals only one standard of truth in Christ.  As Christians and as members of God’s church, the Lord 
has called us into the one comprehensive revelation of truth.  For this reason, the apostle Paul explained, “Till we all come 
in the unity  of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God” (Ep. 4:13).  While Biblical interpretation begins as an 
individual endeavor, coming to the unity of the truth involves corporate interpretation and a common understanding. 
 
Key Verse 
“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment” (1 Co. 1:10). 
 
Lesson Summary 
God’s purpose in and through the church far exceeds the individuality of its members (1 Co. 12:14-17).  He has designed 
the church so that no single member can function for the whole body (v. 19-22).  Truly, we are many members yet one 
body, rather than many bodies with only one member.  Moreover, God has set individual members (with their reason, 
experience, and tradition) in the one body to meet the needs of the whole church, as he sees fit (vv. 18-27).  He has 
“tempered the body together” to form a mutual dependency and care among the members of the church (vv. 24-25).  The 
Lord also has placed individuals in the body for leadership and service (v. 28; Ep. 4:11-13).  These are not self-serving 
offices and functions, but they are put in the body for the health and benefit of the whole church.  Again, in Paul’s writing 
to the church at Corinth, we learn that the church is not made up of autonomous believers, but rather of members bound 
together in Christ by love (1 Co. 13) and by covenant (1 Co. 11:23-34).  Indeed, we are members one of another, and in 
love, we serve one another and submit one to another (Ga. 5:13; Ep. 5:21).  As such, the church consists not of 
independent members, but of interdependent members.  Thus, interpreting the Scriptures and coming to the unity of the 
truth involve the whole body, not the individual members independently.  Although the Lord uses gifted and anointed 
individuals within the church to further its understanding of the Scriptures, interpreting the Bible is not reserved to one 
individual, nor is it limited to a few elite ministers or members.  On the contrary, Biblical interpretation is the spiritual 
work of the whole church corporately.  From this perspective, the apostle Paul compelled the church at Corinth to “speak 
the same thing,” to have “no divisions,” and to be “in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Co. 1:10).  In fact, 
Paul qualified their call to corporate unity in the faith, saying, “be perfectly joined together.”  In Matthew 18:15-20, the 
principle of corporate interpretation is established.  Jesus taught that brothers, who are divided and cannot reconcile their 
differences individually, should seek judgment in the corporate context of the church (v. 17).  When the church finds the 
mind of Christ, and reaches agreement in the Word and establishes his truth, their corporate determination is authoritative 
(vv. 18-20). 
 
Scripture Study 
The interdependence of the members – 1 Co. 12:14-28; Ga. 5:13; Ep. 5:21 
The principle of corporate interpretation – 1 Co. 1:10; Mt. 18:15-20 
 
Conclusion 
Being a corporate and universal church, Biblical interpretation is the spiritual work and responsibility of the whole body, 
collectively.  Biblical interpretation and application of the Scriptures necessarily begin on an individual level, but the 
corporate agreement of the church is what establishes the truth among us (Ac. 16:4-5). 
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Introduction  
What are the dangers of becoming too individualistic or too corporate in our interpretation of the Scriptures?  If the church 
relies solely on individual interpretations of the Bible, then it will surely become splintered doctrinally and eventually 
those divisions will become visible.  However, if it relies solely on corporate interpretation without the individual 
ministers and members searching the Scriptures for themselves and participating in the Assembly’s decisions, then the 
saints run the risk of becoming complacent and falling away from the truth.  Clearly, it takes both individual and corporate 
effort in order to establish the church in the unity of the faith. 
 
Key Verse 
“And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter” (Ac. 15:6). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Zion Assembly Church of God brings together the individual ministers and members to interpret the Bible and settle issues in 
the General Assembly.  This is the highest tribunal of authority in the church for the interpretation of Scripture.  Zion Assembly 
follows the model for decision-making principles and policies outlined in Acts 15:1-33.  The “dissention and disputation” 
regarding circumcision in the New Testament church demonstrate the importance and gravity of Biblical interpretation in the 
church (vv. 1-2).   From time to time, certain issues arise in the life of the church which need to be settled by the Word of God, 
not by human opinions and perspectives.   In such cases, the church corporately reasons together and searches the Scriptures to 
find the mind and will of God.  Maintaining the unity of the church requires a corporate hearing and resolution of critical issues 
that may tend to divide (Ac. 15:4-5).  In the case of circumcision, Paul and Barnabas presented their testimony to the church, 
after which a group of believing Pharisees expressed their opposing concerns.  Because of the controversy, the leadership of the 
church (apostles and elders) gathered together to consider and deliberate the matter with “the multitude” (vv. 6-18).  Their 
assembly provided an orderly forum for discussing and debating the issue.  For the good of the whole body, God sets gifted 
leaders in the church to direct and provide order in the decision-making process.  In most cases, church leaders are suitably 
equipped to understand the particulars of the issues and to articulate clearly what is at stake (vv. 7, 12, 13).  After pertinent 
testimonies and concerns are expressed, the deciding factor in all matters is the Holy Scriptures (vv. 15-18).  When resolving 
discrepancies in Biblical interpretation among the members of the church, the goal is to reach unity in the truth.  This basic 
principle is expressed in Acts 15 as “one accord” (v. 25; see also Ac. 1:14; 2:46; 4:24; 5:12; 8:6).  What does this mean?  
Perhaps the best explanation is found in the context of the passage itself: “Then pleased it the apostles and elders, with the 
whole church” (v. 22).  “One accord” means that the members of the church concur and agree together with the judgment of 
the leadership (vv. 22-27).  When the leadership reaches a decision and the membership feels good about it, then the church can 
advance “with one accord” (v. 25).  In other words, before the issue of circumcision had arisen, the church had agreement; then 
after the issue was settled, the church was able to continue in harmony and peace.  Thus, they established the truth “with one 
accord.” 
 
Scripture Study 
The need for Biblical interpretation – Ac. 15:1-2 
The importance of a corporate hearing – Ac. 15:4-5 
The deliberation of the church – Ac. 15:6-18 
The “one accord” principle – Ac. 15:22-27 
 
Conclusion 
The General Assembly is the highest tribunal of authority in the church for the interpretation of the Scriptures.  Of course, 
when interpreting the Scriptures, the inspiration of the Holy Ghost is essential for coming into the unity of the truth.  In 
our next lesson, we will address the “Spirit of Prophecy” and the role of the Holy Ghost in the General Assembly. 
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Introduction  
Being founded on the Bible, the Word of God, our understanding of it is shaped by reason, experience, and tradition 
(See lesson on “Individual Interpretation,” December 6).  Yet an even greater factor influences our understanding of 
the truth:  the Holy Spirit.  He is the one who guides and directs us through the complete process of interpreting the 
Scriptures.  In today’s lesson, we will address the role of the Holy Ghost in the General Assembly. 
 
Key Verse 
“For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things” 
(Ac. 15:28). 
 
Lesson Summary 
As we have already seen, one of the primary purposes of the General Assembly is Biblical interpretation.  The goal of the 
church is always to conclude the General Assemblies after the example and model we see in Acts 15:28: “For it seemed 
good to the Holy Ghost, and to us.”  Throughout the meeting, the delegation of the Assembly depends on and expects the 
Holy Ghost to work through individual members.  As individual members interpret and expound the Scriptures under the 
anointing of the Holy Ghost, God uses them to illuminate the truth for the whole body.  In this way, God is still speaking 
today to the church through the gift of prophecy (1 Co. 12:4, 7, 10; 13:2; 14:1-5).  Unlike speaking in tongues, prophecy is 
for the edification and encouragement of the corporate body, not merely for the individual.  However, when tongues are 
interpreted, they serve the same purpose as prophetic utterance (1 Co. 14:5, 12-13).  Either way, God expounds his Word 
to the church through individuals who are exercised by the Holy Ghost to speak the will and Word of God to his people 
(vv. 3-5).  The dynamic of the Holy Ghost in Biblical interpretation makes Zion Assembly somewhat unique in its 
understanding of the Scriptures.  Historically, we have relied on the inspiration and illumination of the Holy Ghost 
through anointed preaching, ecstatic utterances, and even the interpretation of tongues in order to come to the knowledge 
of the truth (Mk. 13:11; Jn. 16:13-14; Ac. 2:4; Ep. 6:18-19).  With openness toward the intervention of the Holy Ghost 
comes the danger of false prophets and deceptive spirits.  Of course, any kind of prophetic utterance must always agree 
with the written Word.  Otherwise, it is not a word from the Lord.  The written Word and the voice of the Spirit always 
agree.  Thus, the gift of prophecy submits to the written “commandments of the Lord” (1 Co. 14:36-37).  Another 
safeguard in this approach to Biblical interpretation is the submission of the prophetic ministry to the whole church (1 Co. 
14:29-33).  Individual members are subject to the whole body, for we are members one of another (Ro. 12:5).  We should 
therefore submit one to another (Ep. 5:21; 1 Pe. 5:5).  We should never elevate an individual member to the place of being 
“the prophet” for the whole church.  In other words, though the Spirit uses certain members repeatedly, God can speak 
through any member of the body as he sees fit (1 Co. 12:18).  Truly, “in the multitude of counsellors there is safety” (Pr. 
11:14; 24:6). 
 
Scripture Study 
Interpretation by the Spirit – Ac. 15:28; 1 Co. 12:4, 7, 10; 13:2; 14:1-5, 12-13 
The principle of submission – 1 Co. 14:29-33, 36-37; Ro. 12:5; Ep. 5:21; 1 Pe. 5:5; 1 Co. 12:18; Pr. 11:14; 24:6 
 
Conclusion 
In the General Assembly, the Lord declares his Word to the corporate body through individual members who are 
exercised by the Holy Spirit to speak the words and will of God to his people.  The individual aspects of Biblical 
interpretation take on a corporate aspect as the members discern the Spirit and Word of Truth, and submit to one 
another. 
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Introduction  
The Scriptures identify false spirits which compete with the voice of the true church (1 Jn. 4:1-6).  These spirits 
are Satan’s attempt to confuse and undermine God’s authority and message.  John connects the false spirits and 
their corresponding false prophets with the spirit of the antichrist.  As Christ is building his church, Satan also is 
deceptively working to build a counterfeit religious movement.  Nevertheless, the true church can be identified 
by the Holy Spirit, for it embodies and reveals him to the world.  In today’s lesson, we will see how the true 
church embodies the Spirit of love. 
  
Key Verse 
“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (Jn. 13:35). 
 
Lesson Summary 
John wrote, “Love is of God . . . for God is love” (1 Jn. 4:7-8).  The world has its own kind of inferior love, due to 
the fall of man; whereas God has perfect love, a love not of this world.  God demonstrated his love for us in sending 
his only begotten Son to die for our sins in order to give us eternal life through him (1 Jn. 4:9).  Through Christ, we 
see the perfect expression of God’s love (agape) toward humanity.  Hence, love is not defined from the perspective 
of fallen humanity, but rather from God’s point of view (vv. 10, 19).  Only through Jesus Christ, the Son of God, do 
we understand how to love one another.  Jesus taught us to love one another in the same way that he has loved us 
(Jn. 13:34).  When we love one another, not with the shallow and superficial love of this world, but with the 
sacrificial, self-giving love of Christ, God’s love is demonstrated in the church.  Though people cannot see God 
physically, they can see God’s love working in us, one to another (1 Jn. 4:11-12).  The apostle Peter spoke of having 
fervent love (charity) in the church.  In the world hatred produces strife and conflict, but in the church God’s love 
produces forgiveness and reconciliation (Pr. 10:12; 1 Pe. 4:8-10; 2 Co. 5:18-20).  Hence, love “shall cover the 
multitude of sins” (v. 8).  Fervent love among the members of the church is the evidence of God’s grace abounding 
in the church.  Moreover, the even greater demonstration that we are God’s people is the ability to love our enemies.  
Loving someone who also loves you comes easy; but loving those who “despitefully use you, and persecute you” 
proves the validity of your faith and witness in Jesus Christ (Mt. 5:43-47).  Once again, Jesus is our example: “Who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that 
judgeth righteously” (1 Pe. 2:23).  Moreover, Jesus explained that loving our enemies distinguishes the church from 
the world (Mt. 5:46-47).  In fact, loving our enemies with the perfect love of Christ is a confirmation of spiritual 
perfection (Mt. 5:48; 1 Jn. 4:12). 
 
Scripture Study 
Love one another – Jn. 13:34-35; 1 Jn. 4:7-12, 19 
Fervent love – 1 Pe. 4:8-10; Pr. 10:12 
Perfect love – Mt. 5:43-48 
 
Conclusion 
The Spirit of the church is the Spirit of love.  When love is missing in the church, our message is “as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal” (1 Co. 13:1).  But love, working in and among the members of the church, 
demonstrates the abiding presence of God’s Spirit in the church.  Through God’s love, our message is powerful. 
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