
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Outlines 
 

October 2 

Topic: Called by God 

Texts: Jos. 1:1-9; Nu. 27:18-23; De. 3:28; 31:3, 7-8; 34:1-9; Jn. 

1:12-13; 2 Pe. 1:5-10 

Key Verse: 2 Pe. 1:10 

Main Point: Being God’s church, we should be diligent to fulfill 

our call, lest we fall short of God’s purpose in and through us. 

 

October 9 
Topic: Rise Up 

Texts: 1 Pe. 5:8; 2 Co. 10:3-5; Lu. 17:20-21; Jn. 3:1-8; 1 Co. 

2:14; Jn. 14:17; Ac. 1:6-8; 2 Ti. 3:5 

Key Verse: Jos. 1:2 

Main Point: As Christ’s witnesses in these last days, we must 

rise up in spiritual power and take action in his name. 

 

October 16 
Topic: Cross Over 

Texts: Jos. 3:1-17; He. 3:12-19 

Key Verse: Jos. 3:17 

Main Point: The growth of the church depends on our breaking 

the boundaries that prevent us from taking possession of God’s 

promises. 

 

October 23 
Topic: Our United Effort 

Texts: De. 34:10-12; 18:18-19; 32:48-52; Jos. 1:2, 5-6, 12-16 

Key Verse: Jos. 1:16 

Main Point: Success in the mission of the church requires our 

united effort. 

 

October 30 
Topic: God’s Increase 

Texts: Mt. 16:18; 28:18-20; Jn. 4:34-38; 1 Co. 3:7-9; Jos. 6:1-

27; 7:1-26 

Key Verse: Jos. 1:3 

Main Point: God gives the increase.  Let us be faithful to take 

possession of all that God has promised to the church. 

 

“The Joshua Strategy” 

Faith-N-Focus : E-quip Your Faith 
                       Adult Bible Studies                             “Essentials” 
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  October 2016 Church Growth Principles Monthly Summary 

 In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we will study 

“The Joshua Strategy: Principles of Church Growth,” 

based on Joshua 1:1-9.  When referring to church 

growth, we mean both spiritual and numerical growth, 

that is, discipleship and missions.  Certainly, one of the 

primary reasons for studying and growing in the 

knowledge of God’s Word is that we might reach 

others with the truth.  In this six-month study, we will 

consider spiritual principles that will help to grow the 

church numerically. 
  The book of Joshua is a book of conquest.  It 

tells the story of Israel’s struggles and battles in 

possessing the land of Canaan, the Promised Land.  In 

recollection, the Lord told Moses to send twelve men, 

heads of the tribes, to search out the land of Canaan.  

Unfortunately, ten of the twelve spies brought back an 

“evil report” saying, “The land, through which we have 

gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants 

thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of 

a great stature . . . we were in our own sight as 

grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight” (Nu. 

13:32-33). 
 The people began crying and murmuring against 

Moses and Aaron, but two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb, 

urged the people to believe and obey God, saying, “If the 

Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and 

give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey.  

Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the 

people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence 

is departed from them, and the Lord is with us: fear them 

not” (Nu. 14:8-9).  Nevertheless, the people rebelled, and 

because of their disobedience, they wandered in the 

wilderness for forty years until that whole rebellious 

generation died.  In Joshua chapter one, the forty years 

had passed, and now the Lord was ready to bring the 

people into the Promised Land under Joshua’s faithful and 

courageous leadership.  We will consider Israel’s 

conquest in Canaan as a model for our own conquest in 

the world today. 

To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, you will also receive 
Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion Assembly Church of God, 
please visit our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
What is our conquest today?  Our conquest is winning people to Christ and to the church.  We should invade 

and take-over our communities for Christ, one soul at a time – not with physical force, but with spiritual power 

by the Word of God and through the Holy Ghost.  Are we ready to go out and possess the land? 

 

Key Verse 
“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, 

ye shall never fall” (2 Pe. 1:10). 

 

Lesson Summary 
Fulfilling the conquest of the church begins with the call of God.  Joshua 1:1-2 illustrates this point: “Now after the 

death of Moses the servant of the Lord it came to pass, that the Lord spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ 

minister, saying, Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto 

the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel.”  God called Joshua to step up and take the place of 

Moses.  In Moses’ day, God gave the Israelites many great victories over their enemies.  His ministry demonstrated 

the Spirit and power of God.  The Lord was surely with Israel under Moses’ leadership.  No doubt, Joshua had some 

wonderful memories of the glorious days of Moses.  He saw the miraculous wonders of God’s deliverance and 

salvation from Egypt’s bondage.  He also witnessed the power and glory of God at Mount Sinai, when the Lord 

established the church in the wilderness (Ex. 19:1-8, 16-20; 24:1-18).  Unquestionably, Joshua knew that Moses was 

called by God to lead the children of Israel.  Nevertheless, as the story begins in Joshua chapter one, Moses was dead 

(De. 34:1-8).  The great hero and guardian of the faith was gone forever.  Who will lead the conquest?  The 

disobedient generation that rebelled against the Word of the Lord had also died in the wilderness.  The time had 

come for Joshua to lead a chosen generation into the promises of God (1 Pe. 2:9).  Indeed, each generation must heed 

and obey the call of God in order to possess the promises of God.  Like Joshua, we must fulfill our purpose as 

servants of God and leaders in the conquest (Nu. 27:18-23; De. 3:28; 31:3, 7-8; 34:9).  Who will go out and possess 

the nations in Jesus’ name?  We must remember that we are not called by man.  Our calling in Christ is by the will of 

God (Jn. 1:12-13).  As saints of God and members of the church, called by God to reach the world with the truth, we 

must establish our calling in Christ.  Many start out strong for the Lord, only to “fail of the grace of God” (He. 

12:15).  However, the apostle Peter urges us to be diligent in the call of God (2 Pe. 1:10).  If we allow ourselves to 

become apathetic toward our responsibility as God’s church, we will surely fall.  But if we “give all diligence,” 

always adding to our faith, we will establish ourselves as God’s elect, called by God to fulfill his purpose in and 

through us (2 Pe, 1:5-10). 

   

Scripture Study 
Answering the call of God – Jos. 1:1-9; Nu. 27:18-23; De. 3:28; 31:3, 7-8; 34:1-9 

Making our calling and election sure – Jn. 1:12-13; 2 Pe. 1:5-10 

 

Conclusion 

Being God’s church, we should be diligent to fulfill our call, lest we fall short of God’s purpose in and through 

us.  Let us therefore diligently answer the call of God and establish our calling and election as his church in 

these last days. 
 

“Called by God” 

Faith-N-Focus :  E-quip Your Faith 
       Adult Bible Studies             “The Joshua Strategy” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 

October 2, 2016 Church Growth Principles Student Guide 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
How did Israel take the land of Canaan?  By what means did they possess the land?  They took it by force.  They fought 

against their enemies in hand-to-hand combat.  Their conquest of Canaan required them to engage in actual physical 

battle.  Likewise, in order for the church to experience growth, we must not idly sit and passively wait on growth 

somehow to happen.  Instead, church growth requires us to rise up and take action in Jesus’ name – not with physical 

violence, of course, but with a holy determination (Mt. 11:12).  We have work to do. 
 

Key Verse 
“Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do 

give to them, even to the children of Israel” (Jos. 1:2) 
 

Lesson Summary 
In our conquest, certainly there is something to possess, but also there is an enemy to combat and overcome in order to 

take possession.  The apostle Peter declared the destructive nature of our foe, saying, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 

adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pe. 5:8).  As we seek to impact 

and change our communities through winning souls for Christ and his church, we are thrust into a spiritual conflict with 

Satan and his demonic forces.  We cannot oppose Satan physically, but rather we wage a spiritual warfare, “casting down 

imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 

thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Co. 10:5).  Through developing the spirituality of the church, we also advance the 

missionary conquest of the church, for Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is within you” (Lu. 17:21).  Thus, we enter the 

kingdom of God by the Holy Spirit, but we also build the church of God by the Holy Spirit, as he works in and through us 

(Jn. 3:1-8).  If we lose this spiritual focus in the fight, then we will lose the conquest.  The apostle Paul explained, “But 

the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 

because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Co. 2:14).  If we want to take possession of all that God has promised, then we 

must stay spiritually-minded as we work for Christ.  In John 14:17, Jesus declared that “the world cannot receive [the 

Spirit], because it seeth him not.”  The world looks for external proofs.  The worldly system tends to measure the value of 

the church by natural means: finances, numbers, buildings, and programs.  However, the driving force in our conquest 

should not be reduced to externals, but we should keep our focus on developing spirituality in and among our members.  

Numerical growth will flow out of genuine spiritual growth.  When Jesus was preparing to ascend back to the Father, the 

disciples anticipated a kingdom which they could see (Ac. 1:6).  However, Jesus responded with a spiritual kingdom of 

grace and power.  He called them to rise up in spiritual power, saying, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 

Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me . . . unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Ac. 1:8).  Organizing 

and executing ministries without the presence of the Holy Ghost produces a formal church without spiritual power (2 Ti. 

3:5).  Zion Assembly must therefore rise up as Christ’s witnesses with Holy Ghost power in order to fulfill the church’s 

mission. 
 

Scripture Study 
Fighting a spiritual battle – 1 Pe. 5:8; 2 Co. 10:3-5 

Developing our spirituality – Lu. 17:20-21; Jn. 3:1-8; 1 Co. 2:14; Jn. 14:17 

Rising up with spiritual power – Ac. 1:6-8; 2 Ti. 3:5  
 

Conclusion 
The church bears the great responsibility of reaching the world for Christ.  In our fight against the enemy, we must be 

aggressive in our spiritual development and growth, for passiveness will never win the fight.  As Christ’s witnesses in 

these last days, we must rise up in spiritual power and take action in his name. 

“Rise Up” 

Faith-N-Focus :  E-quip Your Faith 
       Adult Bible Studies        “The Joshua Strategy” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services  

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 

October 9, 2010 Church Growth Principles Student Guide 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
In today’s lesson, we will discuss the idea of “crossing over.”  The Jordan River was a boundary that the Israelites 

had to cross in order to take possession of the Promised Land.  It was the body of water that stood between them and 

all of God’s promises.  What are our boundaries today?  What stands between us and God’s promises being fulfilled 

in and through the church?  Our ability to grow depends on our breaking the boundaries that prevent us from taking 

possession of God’s promises.  In this lesson, we will consider spiritual principles that will help us cross over. 
 

Key Verse 
“And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, 

and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan” (Jos. 3:17). 
 

Lesson Summary 
The Lord told Joshua, “Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and all this 

people, unto the land which I do give to them, even to the children of Israel” (Jos. 1:2).  Before Israel could begin 

their conquest, they had to cross over the Jordan River (Jos. 3:1).  They needed to move from point A (east of the 

Jordan) to point B (west of the Jordan).  Before they could lay claim to their inheritance, they needed to move from 

where they were to where God was calling them to be.  Essentially, crossing over the Jordan signified the repentance 

of God’s people – moving from a place of being fleshly and self-willed to a place of being submissive and 

surrendered to the leadership of God’s Spirit.  Forty years earlier, they could not enter into the promise of God 

because of unbelief (He. 3:12-19).  Were they now ready for the conquest?  Were they, at last, ready to inherit the 

promises?  If so, they had to cross over by faith, depending on the Lord, for they had never before passed this way 

(3:4).  They certainly did not cross over by their own ability.  The “flesh” did not get them across the Jordan.  Joshua 

called the people to be sanctified and set apart to God.  Why?  They were to consecrate themselves to God if the 

Spirit of the Lord was going to be among them (v. 5), and if they were going to be successful (v. 7).  God 

supernaturally made a way for them (Jos. 3:10-13).  In crossing over the boundary, they were trusting in God’s 

ability to lead them.  In fact, to cross over, they were required to follow God’s instrumental leadership (3:2-4, 6-8).  

Under Joshua’s command, the priests were instructed to lead the way, carrying the ark of the covenant into the water.  

Thus, the people were not to lead themselves, but they were to follow the Spirit of the Lord under anointed and 

appointed instrumental leaders: Joshua and the priests.  Finally, Israel crossed over by hearing and obeying the Word 

of the Lord (3:9, 14-17).  Joshua declared the words of God to the people, and they witnessed the glory of God when 

they believed and obeyed his Word.   
 

Scripture Study 
Crossing over by faith – He. 3:12-19; Jos. 3:4, 10-13 

Sanctifying ourselves – 3:5 

Following God’s leadership – 3:2-4, 6-8 

Obeying the Word of the Lord – 3:9, 14-17 
 

Conclusion 
Do we desire to see Zion Assembly moving forward in her conquest?  Spiritually speaking, we must arise and go 

over Jordan.  Crossing over will require us to: 1) exercise faith in Jesus Christ, 2) sanctify and consecrate ourselves, 

3) follow the instrumental leadership of the church, and 4) obey the Word of God.  As we diligently practice these 

spiritual principles, we will see growth and success in the mission of the church. 

“Cross Over” 

Faith-N-Focus :  E-quip Your Faith 
       Adult Bible Studies       “The Joshua Strategy” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services  

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 

October 16, 2016 Church Growth Principles Student Guide 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
In this month’s study, we are considering the strategy of Israel’s conquest (their taking possession of the Promised Land) 

as an example for us to follow in fulfilling the mission of the church (winning souls to Christ and building his church).  In 

today’s lesson, we will consider the “we” factor in the conquest of Canaan.  God’s plan called for all of the people to cross 

over and take possession of the land. 

 

Key Verse 
“And they answered Joshua, saying, All that thou commandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou sendest 

us, we will go” (Jos. 1:16). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Moses was unparalleled as a leader of the nation of Israel (De. 34:10-12).  Through him, God performed signs and 

wonders, and revealed his Word to the Israelites.  In his day, he was a Christ-like deliverer of the people.  In fact, when 

declaring the prophetic coming of Jesus Christ, God spoke to Moses, saying, “I will raise them up a Prophet from among 

their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command 

him.  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will 

require it of him” (De. 18:18-19).  Nevertheless, Moses saw but did not enter into the Promised Land (De. 32:48-52).  

After Moses’ death, another great man of God stepped forward to lead the people – Joshua.  He first served as Moses’ 

minister or assistant (Jos. 1:1), being proved by God during that time.  After being approved, he was chosen by God to 

lead the people into the conquest of the Promised Land.  What an awesome responsibility and privilege!  Indeed, Joshua 

was an outstanding leader among leaders.  In Joshua 1:5-6, the Lord said to him, “There shall not any man be able to stand 

before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.  Be 

strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their 

fathers to give them.”  God himself had established his leadership.  Joshua, whose name indicated a “savior” or 

“deliverer,” was a courageous and faithful leader, yet he did not possess the land of Canaan by himself.  His going over 

the Jordan, by himself, was insufficient to complete the task.  His being called by God, his willingness to go, and his 

actions were not enough to complete the conquest.  In fact, the Lord said, “Go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people” 

(Jos. 1:2).  Although Gad, Reuben, and the half-tribe of Manasseh received their inheritance on the east side of the Jordan 

River, they were not exempt from crossing over with the others in order to possess the land.  They all were required to go 

(1:12-15).  Each tribe had a conquest to fulfill and an inheritance to possess.  Thus, taking the land required a united effort 

by the people.  Likewise, Christ gave the completion of his mission to us all – not merely to the leadership or to a small 

group within the church.  Of course, leadership is absolutely essential to our conquest.  The Israelites would never have 

crossed over the Jordan without Joshua first charting the course and the priests taking those first steps (Jos. 3:9-17).  

Nevertheless, a successful conquest in the mission of the church requires all of us to do our part in the work of the Lord. 

   

Scripture Study 
Moses’ leadership – De. 34:10-12; 18:18-19; 32:48-52 

Joshua’s leadership – Jos. 1:5-6 

Unity required – Jos. 1:2, 12-16 
 

Conclusion 
Through our united effort, we will win souls to Christ and his church.  Though a few can make a difference, a few cannot 

do all that is needed in the mission of the church.  The success and growth of the church depends on our pulling together 

in the same direction.  As we all determine to cross over with united effort, we will see our greatest results in the harvest. 

“Our United Effort” 

Faith-N-Focus :  E-quip Your Faith 
             Adult Bible Studies                    “The Joshua Strategy” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 

October 23, 2016 Church Growth Principles Student Guide 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
In this lesson, we will learn the principle of God’s increase.  The Lord told Joshua to cross over the Jordan with all 

of the people into the land that he was giving to them.  Again, God promised to give them the land.  In his promise, 

we are reminded of a critical truth: the reason that they were able to take the land was because God was giving the 

land to them.  Essentially, the Lord said to them, “I give this land to you – now, go possess it!” 
 

Key Verse 
“Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses”     

(Jos. 1:3). 
 

Lesson Summary 
Certainly, if we want to achieve anything great for God, then we must apply ourselves to the task with commitment, 

diligence, and hard work.  We must labor for a harvest (Mt. 9:35-38).  Nevertheless, we must acknowledge that our ability 

to grow the church first depends on Christ’s commitment to build his church in and through us.  After all, ultimately we 

cannot forgive sins and deliver souls from the power of Satan.  Though Jesus assumes the responsibility for building his 

church (Mt. 16:18), he nevertheless commissions us to his task with the promise of his power and abiding presence (Mt. 

28:18-20).  We have entered into Christ’s labor; and God gives the increase (Jn. 4:34-38; 1 Co. 3:7-9).  Truly, the mission 

of the church is not our own – it is the mission and burden of God himself (Jn. 3:16).  We are co-laborers with Christ!  

Thus, we experience success in the mission of the church through God’s increase.  We must have his favor and blessing to 

have success in our spiritual conquest.  With the empowerment of the Spirit, the gates of hell cannot prevail (Mt. 16:18).  

Early in their conquest, the Israelites encountered this lesson: God gives the increase.  Briefly, they experienced a great 

victory at Jericho.  In obedience to the Word of God, they marched around the city for six days.  Then on the seventh day 

of marching, God caused the city wall to “fall down flat.”  The Lord told them that Jericho was accursed.  At God’s Word, 

they invaded the city and utterly destroyed every living thing, except Rahab the harlot and her household, because she had 

safely hid the two Israelite spies.  Finally, they completely burned the city.  It was a remarkable victory indeed (Jos. 6:1-

27).  God gave the increase.  The next battle was at Ai.  Because Ai was so few in number, the spies suggested sending 

only a small army of a few thousand soldiers against them.  The Israelites fled before the little army of Ai, ending in a 

pitiful defeat.  What happened?  Achan, one of the soldiers in God’s army, had disobeyed the Word of the Lord in the 

battle at Jericho.  The spoils of that city (the silver, the gold, and the vessels of brass and iron) were consecrated for the 

treasury of the Lord.  Therefore, the soldiers were not permitted to take any of the spoils for themselves.  Achan, however, 

coveted a garment, and some silver and gold, and took the accursed things, burying them in his tent.  Because of his sin, 

Israel lost the battle at Ai, but Achan and his family lost their lives (Jos. 7:1-26).  Through this experience, Joshua 

definitely knew that victory in the conquest depends on the favor of the Lord (Jos. 8:1). 

 

Scripture Study 
God’s favor – Mt. 16:18; 28:18-20; Jn. 4:34-38; 1 Co. 3:7-9 

Their victory at Jericho – Jos. 6:1-27 

Their defeat at Ai – Jos. 7:1-26 
 

Conclusion 
God gives the increase; he builds his church for his glory and honor.  But he does so through our obedience and 

commitment to his conquest.  As Paul taught: one plants, another waters, but God ultimately gives the increase.  

Therefore, let us be faithful to take possession of all that God has promised to the church. 

“God’s Increase” 

Faith-N-Focus :  E-quip Your Faith 
          Adult Bible Studies               “The Joshua Strategy” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 

October 30, 2016 Church Growth Principles Student Guide 


