
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Outlines 

November 6 

Topic: Understanding My Purpose 

Texts: Ro. 8:27-30; Jn. 14:16; 15:5; 16:13; Mt. 7:21, 

24-25; Ps. 1:1-3; 37:23 

Key Verse: Ro. 8:28 

Main Point: The specific details of our purpose take 

formation as we submit ourselves to the path that 

God has chosen for us in Christ. 

 

November 13 
Topic: The Purpose of the Church 

Texts: 1 Pe. 2:9; Mt. 5:14-16; Ep. 5:1-2, 7-11; Da. 

1:8, 15; 5:11, 13-14; 6:1-16 

Key Verse: Mt. 5:14 

Main Point: The church manifests the light of Christ 

to the world.  When we illuminate the world with the 

Word of God, we accomplish our purpose in the 

world. 

 

November 20 
Topic: Rise Up in Discipline 

Texts: Ac. 1:8; Ga. 2:20; Jn. 15:4; 8:31; Ep. 6:12; 2 

Co. 5:14; Ro. 5:8; 1 Jn. 4:10-11; Jn. 13:34-35   

Key Verse: Jn. 13:35 

Main Point: We move forward in God’s plan and 

purpose for his church through discipline. 

 

November 27 
Topic: Rise Up in Service 

Texts: Mt. 25:35-40, 45; Mt. 10:42; Mk. 9:41; Col. 

3:17, 22-24; Mt. 6:1-4; Mt. 7:22-23 

Key Verse: Col. 3:23 

Main Point: If we will truly serve others, we must 

first serve the Lord, thus fulfilling Christ’s call to 

action. 
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 In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we will 

emphasize the need for the church to: recognize its 

purpose in the world, answer the call of God, and 

take steps to accomplish our purpose in him.  

One’s purpose is first individual, and begins with a 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  As a 

believer yields his life to Jesus, God is able to lead 

and direct him according to his divine purpose.  

The specific details of one’s individual purpose 

take formation even as he submits himself to the 

path that God has chosen for him in Christ.  But 

one’s individual purpose is also corporate, finding 

its ultimate fulfillment in the purpose of the church 

itself.  The church manifests the light of Christ to 

the world.  We are called to show forth his glory 

and power.  When we illuminate the world with 

his grace and unchanging Word, we accomplish 

our purpose in the world. 

 Understanding our purpose in the world, 

we should answer God’s call and take faithful 

action to fulfill our call in Christ.  Spiritual 

discipline is essential in answering his call.  We 

move forward in God’s plan and purpose for his 

church, only as we discipline ourselves to the task 

before us.  True church growth is not accidental.  

Rather, it is intentional and comes through our 

diligent pursuit of God’s will and purpose in us.  

Finally, our purpose as God’s light in the world 

finds practical expression through loving acts of 

service.  In Christ, we are called to serve others.  

Indeed, we are called to make a difference in our 

world.  But if we truly serve others, we must first 

serve the Lord, thus fulfilling Christ’s call to 

action.  “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as 

to the Lord, and not unto men” (Col. 3:23). 

To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, you will 
also receive Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion 
Assembly Church of God, please visit our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
Young people often ask themselves: “What am I going to do with my life,” and “What do I want to become?”  

They feel the need to understand their purpose in life.  Some dream about playing professional sports, while 

others aspire to become scientists and doctors, and still others envision starting a business.  Whatever hopes 

they have for their future, young people desire to accomplish something meaningful with their lives.  Regardless 

of one’s age, without a meaningful purpose, an individual feels aimless and useless, having no direction.  

Indeed, every believer has a God-given purpose and should seek to understand his or her purpose in Christ. 

 

Key Verse 
“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 

according to his purpose” (Ro. 8:28). 

 

Lesson Summary 
As Christians, our race is full of challenges.  In “striving for the mastery,” we are faced with trials and obstacles 

along the way (1 Co. 9:25).  Certainly we must depend on the intercession and guidance of the Holy Ghost to 

find the will and purpose of God in our lives (Ro. 8:27; Jn. 14:16; 16:13).  Though we often think of our 

purpose in terms of performance and activities related to jobs, professions, and vocations, our purpose in this 

life is found not so much in what we do, but rather in our identification with Christ.  Our purpose is found first 

in “being,” rather than in “doing.”  In other words, what we do as Christians should flow out of a loving, vital 

relationship with Christ.  Have you ever known someone who had a great job, or an exciting profession, yet 

seemed discontent, unfulfilled, and out of sorts?  Such individuals lack a true sense of purpose.  Money, 

positions, and titles do not equate to purpose.  Rather, purpose comes through Jesus Christ.  As we fully identify 

with him – with his will and desire for our lives – we will follow and fulfill his purpose in us (v. 28).  When we 

love God and align ourselves to the mind of Christ, our dreams and aspirations will conform to his purpose and 

likeness, rather than to our own (v. 29).  Therefore, as Christians, our purpose does not reach an ultimate sense 

of fulfillment by doing our own will and satisfying our own desires, but rather our purpose is achieved by 

fulfilling the will of God in our lives (Mt. 7:21, 24-25; Ps. 1:1-3).  Through conforming to the Word of God, in 

following God’s will, and in patterning our lives after Christ, God’s purpose is established in us, even as we are 

called, justified, and glorified in Christ (Mt. 7:24-25; Ro. 8:30).  God knows exactly what he wants to 

accomplish in, and through us, but we must fully submit and surrender to him, cooperating with his will.  If we 

become resistant to his will in our lives, then we will fall short of his divine purpose in us. 

 

Scripture Study 
Identifying with Christ – Ro. 8:27-30 

Fulfilling the will of God – Mt. 7:21, 24-25; Ps. 1:1-3 

 

Conclusion 
Instead of being “carried about with every wind of doctrine,” we stand firm, unmoved and unshaken, when we 

truly abide in relationship with Christ (Ep. 4:14; Jn. 15:5).  Moreover, as we walk according to his ways, we are 

fruitful and prosperous in all we do for God (Ps. 1:3).  Out of such fellowship with Christ, the specific details of 

our purpose take formation, even as we submit ourselves to the path God has chosen for us in Christ (Ps. 37:23). 

“Understanding My Purpose” 

Faith-N-Focus :  E-quip Your Faith 
              Adult Bible Studies            “Called to Action” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 

November 6, 2016 Church Growth Principles Student Guide 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.  And the earth was without form, and void; and 

darkness was upon the face of the deep.  And the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.  And God 

said, Let there be light: and there was light” (Ge. 1:1-3).  Today, God’s Spirit is still moving; and his Word has 

never changed.  He continues to speak into the darkness of this world: “Let there be light.”  At this very 

moment, the Lord is manifesting his light through the church by his Word and Spirit.  This is one of the primary 

purposes of the church in the world. 

 

Key Verse 
“Ye are the light of the world.  A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid” (Mt. 5:14). 

 

Lesson Summary 
As saints of God, and as God’s church, we are called out of this world’s darkness into Christ’s marvellous light 

(1 Pe. 2:9).  This distinction between light and darkness lays out the purpose of the church in the world.  The 

church is called to be Christ’s light in a dark world – to shine with the brilliance of the Son.  In the Sermon on 

the Mount, Jesus plainly taught his disciples, saying, “Ye are the light of the world” (Mt. 5:14).  Thus, without 

the church and its influence, the world dwells in darkness.  Clearly, Christ intends for his church to function as 

his light in the world.  First, we should give his light to others, illuminating them, and enabling them to see 

God’s love and truth in us (Mt. 5:15-16).  Second, by shining forth with the light of his love and truth, we 

expose the spiritual darkness of this world and expel its sin and unrighteousness (Ep. 5:1-2, 7-11).  Further, 

being “the light of the world,” the church must be a people of no compromise.  In one sense, there is no such 

thing as half-light or half-dark.  Light and darkness do not mix, for darkness is the absence of light.  Although 

light may vary in intensity, its natural function and purpose cannot be diminished nor abated by the darkness.  

Spiritually-speaking, light must not be compromised.  The life of the prophet Daniel provides an excellent 

illustration of God’s uncompromising light in the midst of darkness (Da. 5:11, 13-14).  As a stranger in 

Babylon, he maintained an unswerving devotion to God.  For example, Daniel refused the portion of food 

provided by the king, because “he would not defile himself” (1:8).  Nevertheless he prospered (1:15).  The 

Scriptures also explain how Daniel diligently prayed three times daily, even though his faithfulness placed his 

life in jeopardy (6:10-16).  When his critics could find no fault in him, they schemed to incriminate him on the 

basis of his obedience to God (6:4-9).  Although the king’s decree forbade Daniel from praying for thirty days, 

he remained faithful to the Lord (vv. 7, 10, 12).  Clearly, he was a man of convictions, integrity, and boldness – 

an uncompromising light in a dark place. 

   

Scripture Study 
Light in a dark world – 1 Pe. 2:9; Mt. 5:14-16; Ep. 5:1-2, 7-11 

No Compromise – Da. 1:8, 15; 5:11, 13-14; 6:1-16 

 

Conclusion 
As God’s church, we are called to shine the light of Christ into the world.  Not only must we proclaim the love 

and truth of Jesus, but also live out his uncompromising gospel through the power of the Holy Spirit.  When we 

illuminate the world with his grace and unchanging Word, we accomplish our purpose in the world. 

“The Purpose of the Church” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies          “Called to Action” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 

November 13, 2016 Church Growth Principles Student Guide 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
In our last lesson, we emphasized the witness of the church.  The church is called to shine the light of Christ into a 

dark world.  Only as we remain his shining light do we fulfill God’s purpose in the church.  Today’s lesson focuses 

on the church in action.  The Lord told Joshua, “Moses, my servant is dead, now therefore arise” (Jos. 1:2).  In other 

words, “Joshua, Moses is gone; your time to shine has come.”  His words indicate a time for definite action – a time 

to move forward in God’s purpose.  How do we establish our purpose as God’s light (as his witnesses) in the world? 

 

Key Verse 
“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (Jn. 13:35). 

 

Lesson Summary 
Jesus said to his apostles, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 

witnesses unto me” (Ac. 1:8).  Indeed, we are called to be his witnesses “unto the uttermost part of the earth” (v. 8).  But 

notice, the power and witness of Christ flow from within the believer.  Thus, the disciplines that cultivate true Christ-like 

spirituality, such as prayer and fasting, praise and worship, and reading and studying the Word of God, are all vitally 

important in fulfilling our purpose as Christ’s witnesses in the world.  Likewise, in the same way that light emits from a 

source, a believer’s witness flows out of his disciplined spirituality.  True believers illuminate others with the light of 

Christ dwelling within them (Ga. 2:20).  The more an individual is Christ-like, the more others will see Christ (Jn. 15:4).  

When we are disciplined in Christ, we imitate him – following his example and obeying his words.  Jesus taught, “If you 

continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed” (Jn. 8:31).  Church growth requires spiritual discipline.  Why?  

Discipline is necessary because we are engaged in a spiritual war.  To what extent is spiritual discipline essential for a 

soldier in the army of the Lord?  It is absolutely essential!  We are called by God to wage war, “not against flesh and 

blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness in this world, against spiritual 

wickedness in high places” (Ep. 6:12).  Clearly, we cannot win the fight against the enemy without disciplining ourselves 

in the Word and Spirit.  However, we should keep in mind that we are called to a radically different kind of spirituality 

and discipline from that of this world and its manmade religions.  As Christians, our inner strength and power in the battle 

for souls is motivated by God’s perfect love.  The apostle Paul declared, “For the love of Christ constraineth us; because 

we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead” (2 Co. 5:14).  We do what we do for Christ because of his great 

love demonstrated on the cross (Ro. 5:8; 1 Jn. 4:10-11).  His love motivates us to discipline ourselves in the fight against 

Satan.  Jesus said, “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love 

one another.  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (Jn. 13:34-35).  

Disciplined spirituality in the church, coupled with Christ’s love among us, produces a powerfully convincing impact on 

sinners and unbelievers.  Hence, we should excel in the discipline of love and holiness within the church. 

 

Scripture Study 
Disciplined spirituality – Ac. 1:8; Ga. 2:20; Jn. 15:4; 8:31; Ep. 6:12 

The discipline of love – 2 Co. 5:14; Ro. 5:8; 1 Jn. 4:10-11; Jn. 13:34-35 

 

Conclusion 
We move forward in God’s plan and purpose for his church through discipline.  True church growth is not 

accidental.  Rather, it is intentional and comes through our diligent pursuit of God’s Word and Spirit, with the love 

of God as our motivation for discipline. 

“Rise Up in Discipline” 

Faith-N-Focus :  E-quip Your Faith 
             Adult Bible Studies                 “Called to Action” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 

November 20, 2016 Church Growth Principles Student Guide 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
As Christians, we should desire to achieve greatness for the glory of God.  In the world, greatness is often 

associated to our position, authority, and wealth.  But Jesus placed greatness in a completely different context, 

saying, “Whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, 

let him be your servant” (Mt. 20:26-27). 

 

Key Verse 
“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men” (Col. 3:23). 

 

Lesson Summary 
By his own example and lifestyle, Jesus taught us to serve others.  In fact, in his parable of the sheep and the 

goats, the factor that distinguished and separated the two groups was service.  In this parable, Jesus mentioned: 

feeding the hungry, satisfying the thirsty, providing shelter and clothing to the needy, and visiting the sick and 

imprisoned (Mt. 25:35-40).  Though his parable has spiritual applications, the obvious call to literal, benevolent 

service is unmistakable.  As Christians, we are responsible to care for the needs of our fellow human beings, 

particularly when they are brothers and sisters in the Lord, simply because Jesus cares for them (Mt. 25:40, 45; 

Mt. 10:42; Mk. 9:41).  However, if we will truly serve others, we must first serve the Lord.  The apostle Paul 

wrote, “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and 

the Father by him . . . And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men” (Col. 3:17, 23).  

Our Christian service (serving in his name) should be rendered to the Lord, and not to be seen of men (Col. 

3:22; Mt. 6:1-4).  Ultimately, we are not the servants of men, but of God.  Therefore, we must ensure that our 

attitude and actions are first pleasing and acceptable in his sight, not merely in the sight of men.  Jesus said, 

“Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?  And in thy name have cast 

out devils?  And in thy name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew 

you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Mt. 7:22-23).  Amazingly, the very ones who performed “many 

wonderful works” of service in Jesus’ name were nevertheless workers of iniquity.  Therefore, rendering 

Christian service “in the name of the Lord Jesus,” must have a greater meaning and application than merely 

attaching the name of Jesus to our actions.  Connecting his name to our works does not automatically guarantee 

God’s endorsement and approval, or his satisfaction with what we have done.  If our works conflict with Christ 

and do not bring him pleasure, then our actions, no matter how “wonderful” they may be, are not true to his 

name; and thus, we fall short of serving him. 

   

Scripture Study 
Called to serve others – Mt. 25:35-40, 45; Mt. 10:42; Mk. 9:41 

Serve the Lord – Col. 3:17, 22-24; Mt. 6:1-4; Mt. 7:22-23 

 

Conclusion 
Do you desire to accomplish something great in your life?  From the human perspective, serving Christ is not 

always glorious and advantageous.  Often, serving the Lord humbles us because we do what we otherwise 

would not.  As Jesus taught, achieving greatness in the kingdom of God comes through serving others.  The 

church is called to this great purpose.  Will you serve? 

“Rise Up in Service” 

Faith-N-Focus :  E-quip Your Faith 
              Adult Bible Studies            “Called to Action” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 

November 27, 2016 Church Growth Principles Student Guide 


