
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction  
The church covenant begins as follows: “Will you sincerely promise in the presence of God and these witnesses?”  
Being the church of God is not a light or trivial matter.  Rather, it is a grave obligation to be God’s church in the 
world.  Great responsibility comes with being the church.  Truly, we cannot be the people of God while living and 
doing as we please.  Rather, we must reconcile ourselves to the words of God and walk in his ways.  In this lesson, 
we will see that being the church of God requires us to keep a solemn obligation. 
 
Key Verse 
“And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his 
commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with all their heart and all their soul, to perform the words 
of this covenant that were written in this book.  And all the people stood to the covenant” (2 K. 23:3). 
 
Lesson Summary 
A Biblical pattern for our church covenant is the covenant God made with Israel at Mount Horeb (Sinai) when he called 
them to be his holy nation (Ex. 19:5-6).  Moses rehearsed the fearful and dreadful events surrounding this covenant in 
Deuteronomy 5:1-5, 22-28.  The focus of God’s covenant with Israel, as his holy nation and peculiar people, was their 
commitment and promise to obey the words of the Lord (vv. 27-28).  This fundamental obligation of receiving and 
obeying the words of God remains the basis for being the church today (Jn. 17:6-8; 1 Pe. 2:9).  In fact, each generation of 
the church must embrace the specific terms of God’s covenant and the responsibility to walk in the words of the Lord (2 
K. 23:1-3; 2 Chr. 34:29-33; Neh. 8 – 9; 10:28-29).  Promising to walk in obedience to the words of God is a solemn 
obligation.  When the Israelites made promises (vows, oaths) to the Lord, their word was binding, and they were 
prohibited from breaking a promise to God (Nu. 30:1-2).  To better understand the seriousness of one’s promises to God, 
consider the story of Jephthah, one of the judges of Israel (Jud. 11:29-35).  Notwithstanding other theological questions 
that might be raised by this story, suffice it to say, the church must be a people who are faithful to their promises.  After 
he had vowed to the Lord, Jephthath found going back on his word impossible, even though it cost him the life of his 
daughter, his only child.  Simply put, when we make a promise to God, we are obligated to keep it.  Jesus strongly 
cautioned us about our words, saying, “For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned” (Mt. 12:34-37).  If our idle words come under God’s judgment, how much more will we give an account for 
the promises we have made, such as: the marriage covenant, legal contracts, and personal commitments.  Likewise, when 
we become members of the church by a solemn promise, we have an obligation to keep our word to God and to one 
another (Ep. 4:25; Col. 3:9-10).  Keeping our word is both our responsibility and our privilege. 
 
Scripture Study 
A Solemn Obligation – Ex. 19:5-6; De. 5:1-5, 22-28; Jn. 17:6-8; 2 K. 23:1-3 
Keeping Our Word -- Nu. 30:1-2; Jud. 11:29-35; Mt. 12:34-37; Ep. 4:25; Col. 3:9-10 
 
Conclusion 
The importance of this lesson is in promising to obey Christ and his teachings.  Truly, there is no other way to 
be the people of God.  We must be committed to obey Christ in all things in order to be his church.  Moreover, 
when becoming members of Zion Assembly, believers promise to keep the church covenant, saying, “I will by 
the grace of God.”  Thus, when we become members of the church of God, we are entering a solemn obligation 
to be God’s church “by the grace of God.” 
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Introduction  
In the church covenant, we promise to “accept this Bible as the Word of God, believe and practice its teachings 
rightly divided, with the New Testament as your rule of faith and practice, government and discipline.”  The Holy 
Scriptures provide the absolute standard by which the church is governed.   In Zion Assembly Church of God, we 
commit ourselves to live under the authority and rule of God’s Word. 
 
Key Verse 
“And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither 
did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live” (De. 8:3). 
 
Lesson Summary 
When God brought the children of Israel out of Egypt into the wilderness, he proved them, allowing them to hunger 
and miraculously fed them with manna (De. 8:1-3; Ex. 16:1-4).  The Lord wanted his people to know their 
dependency on his every word.  The Lord told Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people 
shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or no” (Ex. 
16:4).  Clearly, humanity has a natural tendency to be self-sufficient.  Of course, this is a good quality as long as it is 
not independent of God’s will.  But fleshly Israel repeatedly relied on its own understanding and pursued its own 
desires.  The people followed a pattern of murmuring, complaining, and disobeying.  They failed to see why they 
should live by “every word of God” (Ex. 16:2-3, 8, 20, 27-28; De. 8:3).  They were unwilling to submit to the 
authority of God’s Word.  Certainly, we cannot be God’s church today and be self-willed, but rather we must live by 
Christ and his teachings (Jn. 6:51).  Without the true and living bread of life, we will eternally perish (Jn. 6:32-33; 
48-51, 63, 68).  Jesus provided for us an example in his forty days of temptation and fasting in the wilderness, 
showing us how we should live by the very words of God (Mt. 4:1-4; Lu. 4:1-4).  Appealing to his extreme hunger, 
the devil enticed Jesus, saying, “If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread” (Mt. 4:3).  
Resisting Satan’s temptation, Jesus denied himself and submitted to the authority of the Holy Scriptures as his 
defense.  Case by case, Jesus overcame the tempter by saying, “It is written . . .” (Mt. 4:4, 7, 10; Lu. 4:4, 8).  
Unsuccessful in his “cunning craftiness,” the devil “departed from him for a season” (Lu. 4:13; Ep. 4:14).  Clearly, 
the Word of God has power and authority (Lu. 4:32-36; Mt. 7:28-29).  In order for the church to experience the 
power of the Word, we must first submit to the authority of God’s Word. 
 
Scripture Study 
Live by the Word of God – De. 8:1-3; Ex. 16:1-4; Jn. 6:32-33, 48-51, 63, 68 
Submit to God’s Word – Mt. 4:1-4; Lu. 4:1-4, 32-36 
 
Conclusion 
Through the church covenant, we individually and corporately accept the authority of the Holy Scriptures, promising 
to live under their governing principles.  To be God’s church, we must live by the Word of God, submitting to 
“every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord” (De. 8:3).  In doing so, we will experience the blessings 
and favor of the Lord among us (v. 1). 
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Introduction  
In Ephesians 5:1, the apostle Paul wrote to the church, saying, “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear 
children.”  “Dear children” indicates affection:  children who are precious to God.  In the church, we should live 
obediently under the authority of God’s Word that we might please our heavenly Father and be dear children to 
him (Co. 3:20).  In today’s lesson, following God as dear children entails “walking together as one body in the 
light of the gospel,” for this is well pleasing in his sight. 
 
Key Verse 
“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light” (Ep. 5:8). 
 
Lesson Summary 
Nothing is more gratifying than seeing one’s children cooperating and getting along with one another.  But it grieves 
a father and mother to watch their children “bite and devour one another” (Ga. 5:15).  Principally, walking in God’s 
love enables the members of the church to walk together as one body.  Christ’s love is the basis of our fellowship 
and unity: “by love serve one another” (Ga. 5:13).  The apostle Paul instructed the Ephesians to walk in the same 
love with which Christ loved the church, and “gave himself for it” (Ep. 5:2, 25).  We are called to be “kind one to 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Ep. 4:32).  Only as 
we love one another with the love of Christ are we truly enabled to walk together in the unity of the Father’s love, as 
dear children (1 Jn. 4:12, 21).  In addition to walking in God’s love, Paul instructed the saints at Ephesus to “walk as 
children of light” (Ep. 5:8).   Our walking together in fellowship is contingent upon each member walking in the 
light, even as Christ is in the light (1 Jn. 1:7).  We have correctly associated and even somewhat equated God’s light 
with his truth.  Indeed, they are inseparable attributes of God which find their union in the Word.  The Holy Spirit is 
the one who illuminates and manifests God’s truth to us, in us, and through us (Jn. 16:13; Ep. 5:9-10).  Walking in 
the light means that we walk in the truth of God’s Word as the Holy Ghost gives us understanding in the Scriptures; 
whereas walking in darkness indicates a refusal to do the truth (1 Jn. 1:6).  In John 3:21, Jesus said, “But he that 
doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.”  Believers who 
walk in the truth of God’s Word abide in the light of Christ, as opposed to those who grope in the darkness of this 
world.  Indeed, our fellowship in the church is based on walking in Christ’s love and it is established by walking in 
the light of his truth (the gospel). 
 
Scripture Study 
Walking together in love – Ep. 4:32; 5:1-2, 25; Ga. 5:13-15; 1 Jn. 4:12, 21 
Walking together in the truth – Ep. 5:8-10; 1 Jn. 1:6-7; Jn. 3:19-21 
 
Conclusion 
The church covenant commits the members of Zion Assembly to walk together in the unity of Christ’s love and 
truth.  Walking together in Christ’s love and in submission to one another (Ep. 5:21) forms the dynamic unity of 
the body itself.  Christ’s fervent love working in and among us forms the spiritual glue that binds us together.  
Moreover, as the Holy Ghost illuminates the Word, and as we walk together in the truth of God’s Word, we 
experience a perfect fellowship and unity in the light of Christ. 
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Introduction  
Nothing can be more frustrating than doing your own work and also the work of others who are negligent in their 
responsibilities.  A halfhearted attitude among workers leads to frustration on the jobsite.  Employers desire workers 
who give their best to the company – employees who see what needs to be done (responsibility) and then work 
diligently to satisfy the demands of the job (accountability).  How much more should we give our best to God and 
his church? 
 
Key Verse 
“Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, 
in faith, in purity” (1 Ti. 4:12). 
 
Lesson Summary 
When writing to Timothy, the apostle Paul emphasized the need for personal diligence in one’s service to God and the 
church.  He urged Timothy to exemplary Christian service “in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity” (1 Ti. 4:12).  “With the laying on of the hands of the presbytery” the Holy Ghost had enabled Timothy to serve as 
a leader in the church (1 Ti. 1:3-4, 18; 4:14).  Paul cautioned Timothy not to become negligent in his giftedness (spiritual 
ability).  Through personal diligence to continue in the doctrine of God’s Word, and by God’s grace, Timothy would not 
only save himself, but also his hearers (1 Ti. 4:16).  Through being personally diligent to do one’s best in service to God, 
each member of the church has the opportunity to build up and strengthen the body of Christ (Ga. 6:1-5).  Each member 
of the church has a burden to bear.  By carrying our own load, we lighten the load of others and help one another.  
Furthermore, the church covenant is a promise “to the best of your knowledge and ability.”  We promise to follow Christ 
individually .  Personal accountability to God is the success of the church because individual members have a diverse 
knowledge of God’s Word and varied abilities to carry out the responsibilities contained therein (Ph. 1:9-11; Mt. 25:15; 
Col. 1:9-10).  Whether or not other members of the church fulfill their responsibilities, each of us is accountable for 
himself/herself.  While the church has a corporate, working knowledge of the Word of God, each individual is 
nevertheless obligated to live and do according to his/her knowledge and ability.  Jesus said, “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mk. 16:15).  Does this commission include an individual mandate for each 
member of the church, or was it a corporate mandate only?  If you were the only remaining Christian on the face of the 
earth, would the commission not be an individual responsibility?  It would indeed.  Thus, even if others fail to fulfill their 
responsibilities as God’s church, each of us is nevertheless obligated and accountable to follow Christ according to 
personal knowledge and ability.  This kind of accountability to the Word of God keeps each individual member 
responsible for the mission of Christ.  Such accountability ensures the forward growth and perfection of the church. 
 
Scripture Study 
Personal diligence – 1 Ti. 4:12-16; Ga. 6:1-5 
Individual responsibility and accountability – Ph. 1:9-11; Mt. 25:15; Col. 1:9-10; Mk. 16:15 
 
Conclusion 
Our fellowship in the church depends on each member’s personal diligence.  When the members of the church serve 
the Lord to the best of their knowledge and ability, they keep themselves accountable to the Word of God and in turn 
responsible for the mission of Christ. 

“Giving One’s Best” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                    Bible Study Curriculum          “The Church Covenant” 

Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services  

November 25, 2012 Doctrine of the Church Student Guide 


