
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Basic Bible Teachings 
  “Sanctification” – May 5, 2013  

Introduction to lesson  

Not only was Jesus’ blood shed for our justification (forgiveness of 
sins committed) and our regeneration (new life in Christ), but also 
for our sanctification (deliverance from the power of sin).  But 
understand that God cannot sanctify anyone who does not desire to 
do any better.  At the same time, we can weary ourselves trying to do 
better, but still fail to be sanctified.  Instead, sanctification is a 
spiritual blessing.  It is the work of God in our hearts.  Only Jesus 
Christ can sanctify and deliver from the power of sin. 

 

 Does God’s grace (his love and mercy toward us) permit a 
Christian to continue sinning? (vv. 1-2) 

 When does a person stop sinning? (v. 2) 
 In verse 3, baptism does not mean “water” baptism.  Instead, it 

refers to the work of the Spirit in placing us into Christ.  Water 
baptism symbolizes this spiritual baptism to which Paul refers.  
When we are placed into Christ, what else are we baptized into?  
What should we be dead to? (v. 3) 

 In the natural, Jesus Christ was crucified (put to death), buried, 
and then he was raised to new life.  When we die to sin, being buried 
with Christ (spiritually), to what are we raised in Christ? (v. 4) 

 How does Christ’s death and resurrection illustrate the work of 
God in the believer? (v. 5) 

 Paul refers to the “old man” as the sinful nature within us.  
When we are regenerated to “newness of life,” we must not continue 
to sin.  Since we must stop sinning, what must happen to the “old” 
sinful man within us? (v. 6) 

 What results from the crucifying (death) of the old man (sinful 
nature)? (vv. 6-7) 

Think about it: When we are forgiven (justified) and born again 
(regenerated), we experience new life in Christ.  Through Jesus Christ, 
we are saved from sin.  In fact, he came to destroy the power of sin in 
our lives.  For this reason, we can see why the “old man” or sinful 
nature must be crucified and put to death.  God did not give us “newness 
of life” only to leave us in the corruption of sin.  Instead, he wants us to 
“walk (live) in the newness of life.”  Think about it: there must be a 
death in order for there to be a resurrection.  Sanctification is the death 
of the sinful nature within us.  If a man is dead to sin, then he certainly 
will not live in sin any longer.  Through sanctification, we can have 
victory in Jesus and walk in the fullness of the Holy Ghost.  This does 
not mean that we cannot sin, but it does mean that we have power to 
overcome sin.  So we do not have to be a punching bag for sin, for Jesus 
promised to free us from it (Jn. 8:34-36).  If you are struggling with sin, 
then cry out to Jesus Christ and ask him to sanctify your heart. 

Key Verse: “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified 
with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that 
henceforth we should not serve sin” (Romans 6:6). 

Lesson – What Is Sanctification? 
Scriptures – Romans 6:1-7  
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 Basic Bible Teachings 
  “Sanctification” – May 12, 2013  

Introduction to lesson  

A conflict of the flesh and the Spirit occurs when we are born again.  
After being justified and regenerated, the child of God finds within him 
a battle between the flesh and Spirit – wanting to do right but being 
pulled to do wrong.  Sanctification is the resolution to this conflict.  
While some people experience sanctification alongside their conversion 
or perhaps alongside being baptized with the Holy Ghost, it should not 
be confused with either.  It is a second, definite work of God’s grace, 
following the new birth and preceding the baptism with the Holy Ghost. 

 

 How are we justified (made right with God)? (v. 16) 
 Can we be right with God by keeping his law? (v. 16) 
 After being justified by Christ, is it possible to go back into sin? 

(v. 17) 
 Who is to blame if we turn back? (v. 17) 
 How do we make ourselves transgressors (sinners)? (v. 18) 
 In verse 19, the apostle Paul explains what the law of God 

actually does.  It cannot save us from sin.  Instead, it causes us to 
know that we are sinners (Romans 3:20), so that we might place our 
faith in Jesus Christ, and through him become dead to the law that 
condemns us.  Therefore, when we die to the law through faith in 
Jesus Christ, what then can we do? (v. 19) 

 By faith in Jesus Christ, we die to the law that condemns us.  
What word (or experience) does Paul use to explain this death? (v. 
20) 

 Sanctification is being crucified with Christ, where we no 
longer live to fulfill the desires of the sinful flesh, but rather we live 
to please the Lord.  How can a person be “crucified” with Christ, yet 
still live? (v. 20) 

Think about it: In this passage, we can see someone who has 
been justified, but then he is turning back to sin.  In sanctification, 
our “old man” is crucified or put to death through faith in Jesus 
Christ.  The old man of sin dies, so that the new man of 
righteousness might live unto God.  Sanctification is not the same 
experience as justification.  In justification, we are forgiven and 
pardoned of sins committed.  But in sanctification, the nature of sin 
(old man) is crucified and put to death.  Thus, by faith we are 
justified, and by faith we are sanctified.  If someone who has been 
justified finds that he is being pulled back to his old lifestyle of sin 
then he clearly needs to be sanctified by faith.  He/she should pray 
and seek the Lord, placing one’s faith in the blood of his cross, until 
he obtains victory and power over sin.  Only then can we live out the 
life of faith and righteousness, and experience true joy in the Lord. 

Key Verse: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live 
in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me” (Galatians  2:20). 

Lesson – The Second Definite Work 
Scriptures – Galatians 2:16-21  
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 Basic Bible Teachings 
  “Sanctification” – May 19, 2013  

Introduction to lesson  

Justification (pardon of sins committed) and regeneration 
(spiritual life in Christ) anticipate and expect sanctification (the 
death of the old sin nature).  In other words, as new believers and 
followers of Jesus Christ, we cannot continue to walk in sin; but 
we must walk in righteousness and live a life pleasing to the 
Lord.  Sanctification makes this possible.  Through sanctification, 
we can live holy lives.  Like justification and regeneration, we are 
sanctified through faith in the blood of Jesus Christ.  
Sanctification is also a work of the Spirit in our hearts.  We 
experience it as a crisis in a moment through faith in Jesus.  So 
Jesus provided sanctification through his sacrifice, but the Spirit 
does the work in our hearts.  In today’s lesson, we will see that 
we are not only sanctified by Christ’s blood and by his Spirit, but 
we are also sanctified by his Word. 

 

 What did Jesus give to his disciples that was so important to 
their walk with God? (v. 14; see also v. 8) 

 Why does the world hate followers of Christ?  What makes 
us different from the world? (v. 14) 

 When Jesus says that we are not of this world (v. 16), what 
does he mean?  What is Jesus’ desire for us? (v. 15) 

 How are we kept (set apart) from evil? (v. 17) 
 What sanctifies us? (v. 17) 
 Although we are not of this world, where has Jesus sent us, 

and for what purpose are we sent? (v. 18) 
 When Jesus sanctified himself or set himself apart to God, 

what was he demonstrating to us? (v. 19) 
 How do we know that sanctification is for all believers? (v. 

20) 

Think about it: We are sanctified through faith in Jesus Christ – 
through faith in what he did for us when he shed his blood on the 
cross.  The Spirit of God does the sanctifying work in our hearts.  
But remember, we only know what Jesus did for us when we hear 
the Word of Truth.  We only understand righteousness and true 
holiness when we hear the Word of God.  Through hearing and 
receiving the Word of Truth by faith, we are sanctified.  Thus, Jesus 
prayed for his apostles and for all who would believe on him through 
their word, that is, through their testimony of the truth.  Today, we 
are still preaching and teaching the Word of Truth that sanctifies us.  
Through believing the Truth and then walking in it by faith, we can 
be holy and pleasing to the Lord. 

Key Verse: “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth” (John 17:17). 

Lesson – How Are We Sanctified? 
Scriptures – John 17:14-20  

F o r  yo u r  f r e e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  
F a i t h - N - F o c u s  f o r  T e e n s ,   

e - m a i l  yo u r  r e q u e s t  t o :  
s u n d a ys c h o o l s e r v i c e s @ z i o n a s s e m b l yc h u r c h o f g o d . c o m  

Questions to Discuss: 

Zion Assembly Church of God  



    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Basic Bible Teachings 
  “Sanctification” – May 26, 2013  

Introduction to lesson  

In last week’s lesson, we asked the question, “How are we sanctified 
(set apart to God)?”  Clearly, God has provided the way for our 
sanctification (Hebrews 10:9-10).  We are sanctified by the Word and 
Spirit of God through faith in the sacrifice and blood of Jesus Christ.  
Realizing that God has made this provision for us, one might ask, “But 
is it God’s will that every believer experiences sanctification?”  If an 
individual experiences regeneration (the new birth) but does not seek 
and experience sanctification in his life, is this God’s will? 

 

 How do we know that the apostle Paul is about to make a 
serious statement? (v. 1) 

 What has Paul taught the saints in the past? (v. 1) 
 What was Paul encouraging the church to do? (v. 1) 
 Where did Paul’s commandments and teachings come from? (v. 

2) 
 What is God’s will for us?  What was the particular sin that he 

instructed them to avoid? (v. 3; see also 1 Cor. 6:15-20) 
 After we experience sanctification, do we automatically know 

how to live sanctified (set apart) or must we be taught and instructed, 
and learn how to live in sanctification? (vv. 4-5) 

 What will happen to those who do not live sanctified and 
separated from sin? (v. 6) 

 How then should we live? (v. 7) 
 What is our inward motivation to be holy? (v. 8) 

Think about it: After being saved and even sanctified, we do not 
know everything about serving God.  A sanctified baby in Christ is 
still a child, and he must grow up in the Lord in order to understand 
how to walk before the Lord.  Children will stumble and fall when 
trying to walk, but they keep getting back up until they master it.  As 
they gain balance and agility, they learn to run, until finally, they 
become swift.  Children of God who are sanctified have the mind of 
Christ, yet they must still grow in the Lord, learn how to keep 
themselves from sin, and learn how to bring glory and honor to 
Jesus.  For this reason, much of the New Testament is instruction 
and correction, helping us to know how to walk in God’s will.  
God’s will is our sanctification.  Of course, we cannot be holy, until 
the sin nature is first crucified with Christ.  So sanctification is not 
merely being good enough; for we must be sanctified by the Spirit of 
God.  But also, God cannot sanctify anyone who refuses to set 
himself apart from sin.  We know that sanctification is a second 
definite work of grace in the life of the believer, but we also know 
that each believer must grow in the knowledge of Christ and in the 
practice of our faith.  Therefore, we should seek to experience 
sanctification, and also pursue a holy life.  This is God’s will.  

Key Verse: “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, 

that ye should abstain from fornication” (1 Thessalonians 4:3). 

Lesson – The Will of God 
Scriptures – 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8  
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