
 

Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Joseph-The Slave 

Lesson Text: Gen 37:3-7, 12-13, 18, 26-28 
May 6, 2012 

Lesson Summary 
Joseph was the eleventh son of Jacob, the first son born of Rachel.  Jacob favored Joseph over his other sons.  Because of this, Joseph’s older 
brothers were very jealous.  Jealousy is when someone does not like the good things that another person has and envies them.  God does not 
like jealousy.  It makes someone do things that disobey God, such as:  lie, hate, murder or steal (all of which are sins).  Joseph’s father made a 
special coat for him to wear.  It was a coat of many colors.  Joseph felt uplifted when he wore his new coat, but his brothers did not like it.  They 
were jealous.  Joseph had two dreams and told it to his brothers and his father.  Their hatred grew when they heard about these dreams.  Even 
his father was not happy to hear it.  After several days, Jacob asked Joseph to check up on his brothers.  They had been tending sheep.  
Joseph set out to find them to make sure they were okay.  He found them and was happy to see them.  However, Joseph’s brothers were not 
happy to see him.  They said among themselves, “Let’s kill him.”  But then they decided to just get rid of him.  So they threw Joseph into a pit.  
He could not escape.  As the brothers were deciding what to do next, a caravan of travelers arrived.  This gave the brothers the idea to sell 
Joseph as a slave.  The men in the caravan were happy to purchase Joseph for 20 shekels (about $228 US currency today).  Reuben, the 
oldest of the 12 brothers, was away when the others sold Joseph.  He was angry at what his brothers did because he planned on rescuing 
Joseph.  He was worried about what they would tell their father.  They came up with a heartless plan to take Joseph’s coat and smear it with 
blood.  Their father thought a lion killed Joseph.  Believing he was dead, Jacob was heartbroken. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Genesis Chapter 37 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn about the  dangers of jealousy. 
 
Materials:  Bible, paper, crayons or writing utensi l. 
 
Memory Verse: “These patriarchs were jealous of the ir brother Joseph, and they sold him to be a slave in 
Egypt.  But God was with him" (Acts 7:9). 

  
     Ideas to Illuminate: 

1. On a  piece of paper, finish this sentence: 
It is hard for me to forgive when… 
2. Now finish this sentence: 
When I don’t forgive, I feel… 
3. One more to finish: 
I need help right now forgiving… 

 
Now ask God to help you be a forgiving person, and then forgive anyone who has 
wronged you!  Crumble up your paper and throw it down.  This is the same way 
God forgives us of sin.  He removes our sin from us – he wipes the slate clean.  
Now clean up your paper and throw it in the trash can. 
Questions for Class Discussion: 

1. What can jealousy lead to?  
2. What does the Bible say about jealousy? (Job 5:2; Prov 6:34; Acts 8:17) 

 



 

Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Joseph- The Servant 

Lesson Text: Gen 39:1-6  
May 13, 2012 

Lesson Summary 

Joseph was taken down into Egypt by the Ishmaelite merchants, who bought Joseph from his brothers.  Potiphar, an Egyptian 
officer of Pharaoh and the captain of the bodyguard, bought Joseph from the Ishmaelites.  But the LORD was with Joseph, so he 
became a successful man.  He served in the house of his master Potiphar, the Egyptian.  Now his master saw that the LORD was 
with him and how the LORD caused all that he did to prosper in his hand.  So Joseph found favor in Potiphar’s sight and became 
his personal servant.  Potiphar made Joseph the overseer of his house, and he put all that he owned in Joseph’s charge.  From the 
time he placed Joseph over his house and over all that he owned, the LORD blessed Potiphar’s house on account of Joseph.  
Thus, the LORD’s blessing was upon all that he owned, in the house and in the field.  So he left everything he owned in Joseph’s 
charge.  With Joseph around, he did not concern himself with anything except the food which he ate.  Joseph, not only served 
Potiphar, but also, he faithfully served the Lord.  Because Joseph was so faithful in everything he did, God blessed Joseph’s work, 
as he served others. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Genesis 39:1-6 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn the benef its of serving others. 
 
Materials:  Bible, Paper, Crayons  
 
Memory Verse: “. . . But God was with him" (Acts 7: 9). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 

1. Have the class do or make something to remind them that God wants 
us to be a servant to others, just as Joseph was a good servant. 
 

Examples: Make someone a card. Open the car door for them, or carry their 
stuff to the car. Have fruit or a snack to hand out after church, have them serve 
one another in class, etc.  

 
2. Have them to draw a picture of how they can serve someone. 

 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. What does it mean to serve others?  
2. What happened to Potiphar's household when Joseph started 

working? 
3. What do you think made Joseph care enough to be so good? 
4. Do you let God work in you? If so, how? 
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Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Joseph the Prisoner 

Lesson Text: Gen 39:20-23; 40:5-14, 20-23; 41:1-16,  39-41 
May 20, 2012 

Lesson Summary 

A lie was told about Joseph, so Potiphar had him thrown in jail.  But the Lord was still with Joseph.  The warden of the jail put 
Joseph in charge of all the prisoners.  The warden never worried about the prisoners because the Lord was with Joseph and 
helped him do everything right.  After he had been in jail for some time, Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker were also thrown into the 
prison with Joseph.  One night, each of them had a dream.  They told their dreams to Joseph, and God showed him the meaning 
of their dreams.  He told the cupbearer, “You will be released from prison and again serve Pharaoh.”  But he told the baker, 
“Pharaoh will have you put to death.”  Joseph wanted the cupbearer to tell Pharaoh about him.  However, when the cupbearer was 
freed, he forgot all about Joseph.  So Joseph stayed in jail for two more years.  Until one day, Pharaoh had a dream, and nobody 
could explain it to him.  The cupbearer then remembered what Joseph had done for him, and Joseph was brought before Pharaoh.  
After Pharaoh told Joseph his dream, God revealed the meaning to Joseph.  The kingdom would experience seven plentiful years 
of harvest followed by seven years of famine.  Joseph advised Pharaoh to store grain from the plentiful years to be used during the 
famine.  Pharaoh agreed and put Joseph in a position of power to oversee this work. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Gen 39:20, 22; 40:8, 20-23; 41:1-8, 12, 14, 17, 25, 40-41 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that God is with us and cares for us when we face trials. 
 
Materials:  Bible, paper, pencils or crayons 
 
Memory Verse: “But the LORD was with Joseph, and sh ewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the 
sight of the keeper of the prison” (Genesis 39:21).  

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 List parts of the story of Joseph in a mixed up order 
and have the students to put them in the right order. (For 
example: You can write them on paper and then have the 
students number them in order.) 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. What important people did Joseph meet in prison?  
2. How do you think Joseph’s years in prison affected him 

later? 
3. How did God take care of Joseph’s bad situation? 
 

sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com          childrensministries@zionassemblychurchofgod.com 



 

Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: Joseph the Leader 

Lesson Text: Gen 42 – 45 
May 27, 2012 

Lesson Summary 

After Joseph told Pharaoh what his dreams meant, Pharaoh put him in charge of all the land of Egypt.  People came from all 
countries to buy grain from Joseph, because they were in need of food.  Some of those people were Joseph's brothers.  When his 
brothers came, Joseph recognized them, but they did not know who he was.  It had been over ten years since they had seen him.  
The brothers all bowed down to him because he was an important person, just as he dreamed they would at the beginning.  After a 
few meetings with his brothers, he could not hide it any longer, and Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph!  Is my father alive?"  
But his brothers could not answer him because they were so afraid.  Then Joseph said, "Come here.  I am your brother, the one 
you sold!  Do not worry, and do not be angry at yourselves for selling me, because God has put me here to save people from 
starving."  So his father, his brothers, and their families came to live in Egypt with Joseph, and they had all the food they needed. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Gen 41:37-44; 42:3, 17-20; 43:8; 45:3 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that God will always take care of us if we trust him. 
 
Materials:  Bible, paper, pencils or crayons 
 
Memory Verse: “But God was with him, and delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave him 
favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of E gypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and 
all his house”  (Acts 7:9 -10). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 Play a Color Elimination Game - As the children arrive in class, write 
down on small pieces of paper the different things they are wearing and their 
colors.  For example, you can write white socks, blue pants, red dress, orange 
hair clip, red flowers on shirt, pink shirt with blue stripes, brown shoes, and so 
on.  You can also use the colors of their hair and eyes.  Put all the pieces of 
paper into a bag.  Have all the children stand up.  Give each child a turn to pick 
a piece of paper from the bag and then read what it says.  If a child is wearing 
something that is picked from the bag, he or she has to sit down.  Keep playing 
until only one child is standing up. 
Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. How did God take care of Joseph and his entire family? (Gen.45:17-20) 
2. Why do you think Joseph was able to forgive his brothers? 
3. How do you think Jacob and Joseph felt when they finally saw each other after 

so many years? 
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