
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Basic Bible Teachings 
  “Justification”  March 3, 2013  

Introduction to lesson  

When we talk about salvation, or being saved, we are actually referring 
to several things at once.  For example, conviction (when God’s Spirit 
causes us to see our own sinfulness before God) and repentance (when 
we confess and forsake our sins) are both a part of our salvation.  
Likewise, justification is also a part of being saved.  While justification 
is a big word, its basic meaning is found in the smaller word, just.  The 
basic meaning of just is “right.”  Through justification, those who repent 
of their sins are made right before God.  Why is justification a necessary 
part of being saved?  Why must we be made right before God?  In 
today’s lesson, the apostle Paul explains why sinners must be made 
righteous through Jesus Christ.  In Romans chapter two, he writes about 
sinners who justify themselves, but are in fact, guilty before God. 

 

 Often, people judge another person’s sin, but at the same time, they 
are not willing to accept and deal with their own sin issues.  Can any 
sinner make himself right before God? (v. 1) 

 Who has the authority to judge sin? (v. 2) 
 Will any sinner escape God’s judgment? (v. 3) 
 When God does not judge, but rather shows mercy, what 

opportunity does he give to the sinner? (v. 4) 
 When people do not repent, but continue in their sinful ways, what 

are they doing to themselves? (v. 5) 
 How (what) will God judge? (v. 6) 
 Who will receive eternal life? (vv. 7, 10) 
 Who will receive indignation, wrath, tribulation, and anguish? (vv. 

8 - 9) 
 Does God show special favoritism when he judges? (v. 11) 

Think about it :    In Romans chapter two, the apostle Paul does a 
great job of demonstrating that no sinner escapes God’s judgment.  
Every sinner will give an account of himself to God, whether he has 
done good or bad.  Why does Paul go on and on about man’s sin and 
God’s judgment?  He eventually declares, “All have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God” (Ro. 3:23).  “There is none righteous, no, not 
one” (Ro. 3:10).  The whole world is guilty before God (Ro. 3:19).  In 
fact, God will judge all sinners, whether they have known his written 
law, like the Jews, or whether they have been ignorant of his written 
Word, like so many sinners today (Ro. 2:12).  Therefore, all people are 
sinners and need to be saved.  All people are wrong and they must be 
made right before God.  But Paul wants us to understand that we cannot 
make ourselves righteous.  If we understand that we are wrong, and we 
can’t make ourselves right, then how can we become right?  God has 
provided us the way to be made right before him through his Son, Jesus 
Christ.  Put your faith and trust in Jesus Christ for your salvation. 

Key Verse: “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one” 

(Romans 3:10). 

Lesson – Why Justification? 
Scriptures – Romans 2:1-12  
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 Basic Bible Teachings 
  “Justification” – March 10, 2013  

Introduction to lesson  

How is justification made possible?  The apostle Paul declared, 
“For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so 
by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous” (Romans 
5:19).  Through Adam’s disobedience, all are made sinners, but 
through Christ’s obedience, believers are made righteous.  What 
obedience was Paul talking about?  Paul wrote to the church at 
Philippi, saying, “And being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross” (Philippians 2:8).  In today’s lesson, let’s consider 
what the death of Christ did for us. 

 

 What did Jesus Christ do when we could not help ourselves? (v. 
6) 

 Who did he die for? (v. 6) 
 When did he give his life? (v. 6) 
 Are we willing to give our lives (die) for others?  If a person 

was really good or really important, would it make any difference?  
Why or why not? (v. 7) 

 What motivated Jesus Christ to die for us? (v. 8) 
 When the Bible says that Jesus died for us, what kind of people 

did he die for? (v. 9) 
 When Jesus died, he shed his blood.  What did his blood 

accomplish for us? (v. 9; 1 John 1:7) 
 What did justification by his blood save us from? (v. 9) 

Think about it :    Our justification is not based on religious 
rituals or any acts of worship.  The Bible offers no substitute for the 
blood of Christ.  The righteousness of the saints is made possible 
only through faith in Jesus’ shed blood.  His blood is the basis of 
God’s plan of salvation from the foundation of the world (Revelation 
13:8).  The blood of Christ and the preaching of the cross are the 
central message and theme of the church of God.  To remove the 
blood from our message or even to minimize its importance is to 
deny the very source of our salvation and righteousness.  The old 
hymn, Power in the Blood, says, “Would you be whiter, much whiter 
than snow?  There’s power in the blood, power in the blood; sin 
stains are lost in its life-giving flow; there’s wonderful power in the 
blood.  There is power, power, wonder-working power in the blood 
of the Lamb; there is power, power wonder-working power in the 
precious blood of the Lamb.” 

Key Verse: “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through him” (Romans 5:9). 

Lesson – The Basis of Justification 
Scriptures – Romans 5:6-9  
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 Basic Bible Teachings 
  “Justification” – March 17, 2013  

Introduction to lesson  

In Romans 4:20-22, Paul spoke of Abraham, saying, “He 
staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was 
strong in faith, giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded 
that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform.  And 
therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness.”  As we 
have already studied, justification can be defined as being 
made righteous before God.  Paul wrote, “it was imputed to 
him for righteousness.”  By what means was Abraham made 
right with God?  Let’s consider Abraham’s righteousness as an 
example for us today. 

 

 How was Abraham made right with God? (v. 6) 
 In what way are Christians today the children of Abraham? (v. 

7) 
 How are the heathen (sinners) made right with God? (v. 8) 
 How can all people enter into the blessings of Abraham? (v. 9; 

v. 14) 
 In the many world religions, people seek to be right with God 

through keeping some code of conduct.  The Jewish religion bases 
its righteousness on keeping the law (requirements) of the Old 
Testament.  Why are they under a curse? (v. 10) 

 Is anyone made right by attempting to keep the law (or any 
other set of rules and regulations)?  How does God explain 
righteousness? (vv. 11-12; Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:16-17; 3:22) 

 Since no one can measure up to God’s requirements under the 
law, who can deliver us from the curse of failing to keep the law of 
the Old Testament?  How are we delivered from the curse (v. 13) 

Think about it :    God gave the law of the Old Testament to 
bring all of us to our need for a Savior.  He knew that no one could 
ever measure up to his requirements, that is, no one but Jesus.  Of 
course, if nobody could measure up, then this made everyone guilty 
(Romans 3:19-20).  So righteousness has never come by keeping the 
law.  Instead, righteousness only comes through faith in God’s 
Word.  In the same way that Abraham believed God’s Word, and 
was accounted righteous, today we also believe God’s Word and are 
made right with God.  Abraham looked forward to the coming of 
Jesus Christ, while we look back to the cross of Christ, trusting in 
God’s Word for our salvation.  Nothing we can do on our own can 
save us.  But we are made right through faith in Jesus Christ.  By 
faith we are justified, and by faith we obey and follow after Jesus. 

Key Verse: “But that no man is justified by the law in the sight 
of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith” (Ga. 3:11). 

Lesson – Justified by Faith 
Scriptures – Galatians 3:6-14  
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 Basic Bible Teachings 
  “Justification” – March 24, 2013  

Introduction to lesson  

Today’s lesson is a follow-up to last week’s lesson on 
justification by faith.  The purpose of this lesson is to 
emphasize faith in God’s Promise.  While Mary and Joseph 
were betrothed, Mary “was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost” (Mt. 1:18).  Joseph would have legally broken their 
betrothal, but the angel of the Lord stopped him, saying, “Fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost” (Mt. 1:20).  The Christ 
child was no ordinary baby.  Who was he?  Who did God 
promise that the Christ would be when he came into this 
world? 

 

 The name “Jesus” means savior or deliverer.  Who named 
the Christ?  What was the significance of naming him “Jesus?”  
Based on his name, who was the Christ?  (vv. 30-31; Mt. 1:21) 

 Pick out the main, descriptive words in verses 32-33.  
What do these words have in common?  Based on these words, 
who was the Christ? (vv. 32-33) 

 How did Mary, a virgin, have a child?  (vv. 34-35) 
 Being of the Holy Ghost, who would this holy child be? 

(v. 35) 
 What did the miracle of Christ’s birth prove? (v. 37) 
 What did Mary’s response to God’s Promise prove? (v. 

38) 

Think about it:    Jesus taught, “If thou canst believe, all 
things are possible to him that believeth” (Mk. 9:23).  Mary 
believed the Promise of God, saying, “. . . be it unto me 
according to thy word” (Luke 1:38).  Her cousin, Elisabeth, 
spoke by the Holy Ghost, saying, “And blessed is she that 
believed: for there shall be a performance of those things 
which were told her from the Lord” (v. 45).  No doubt, Mary 
did not fully understand the great mystery of Jesus’ birth, but 
she embraced and believed the Word of God, receiving the 
Promise by faith.  She believed that God could do the 
impossible.  She believed that her baby would be the Son of 
God, the King, and the Savior.  Mary’s faith in God’s Promise 
demonstrates righteousness (justification) through faith in the 
Word of God.  Like Abraham, she also believed and was 
justified by faith. 

Key Verse: “For with God nothing shall be impossible” 
(Luke 1:37).  

Lesson – Faith in the God’s Promise 
Scriptures – Luke 1:30-38  
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 Basic Bible Teachings 
  “Justification” – March 31, 2013  

Introduction to lesson  

Justification is a necessary part of our salvation experience 
because of the past sins we have committed.  If an individual 
repented today and stopped sinning from this point forward, 
without justification he/she would still be guilty because of 
past sins committed.  Being guilty before God, we must be 
justified or made right in his sight.  Our justification is made 
possible through faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ (1 Jn. 
2:2).  Through faith in Christ’s sacrifice, we are justified 
righteous before God.  When we accept what Jesus did for us 
on the cross, repenting and placing our faith in him, our sins 
are forgiven and we are made righteous.  What is the result of 
being justified and forgiven? 

 

 Explain how we are justified?  In other words, by what 
and through whom are we justified?  (v. 1) 

 In addition to forgiveness, what does justification also do 
for us? (v. 1) 

 How do we stand in this grace or continue in peace with 
God? (v. 2) 

 When we are justified by faith, why do we rejoice? (v. 2) 
 When we are justified through Christ, what are we saved 

from? (v. 9) 
 What kind of relationship did we have with God before 

being justified? (v. 10) 
 What does it mean to have peace with God? (v. 10) 
 Jesus’ death made our peace with God possible.  Now that 

we have peace with God, how will we be saved? (v. 10) 

Think about it:    We believe in the atoning work of Jesus on 
the cross.  He died and shed his blood to take away our sins.  
When we repent and place our faith in his sacrifice, our sins are 
forgiven and we have peace with God.  His death has reconciled 
us to God.  We are no longer enemies of God, but friends.  Our 
faith is firmly placed in his shed blood for our salvation.  
Nevertheless, we do not trust in a dead Savior, but in a living 
Lord.  We believe that we are reconciled to God and have peace 
with God through Jesus’ death, but much more, we are saved by 
his life.  We believe in a risen Savior who lives forevermore.  
Through faith in Jesus Christ, we are saved. 

Key Verse: “And the work of righteousness shall be 
peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and 
assurance for ever” (Isaiah 32:17). 

Lesson – The Results of Justification 
Scriptures – Romans 5:1-2, 9-10  
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