
 

Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: David the Shepherd  

Lesson Text:  1 Samuel 16:11; 1 Samuel 17:34, 35    
June 3, 2012 

Lesson Summary 

David was a boy from the town of Bethlehem. David was the youngest of eight children.  Because he was the 
youngest, David was most helpful in looking after his father’s sheep.  Although he was the youngest and smallest of 
his brothers, there was not a more careful or watchful shepherd than David on all the hills around Bethlehem.  David 
knew each one of his sheep and never allowed one to stray.  He always led them to the best pasture and found the 
coolest and freshest water for them to drink.  Once, a lion and bear tried to attack his sheep, but with the help of the 
Lord, David defeated them both!  Sheep do not know how to take care of themselves, and they cannot protect 
themselves.  They need a good shepherd to care for them and protect them.  Just as David cared for his sheep, God 
cares for us.  We are God’s sheep.  He loves us and is always there to lead us and guide us in the right direction.  He 
protects us and makes sure that we have all we need.  David knew his sheep and what they needed.  God knows his 
sheep and their needs.  We must know the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, and follow him at all times (John 10:14, 27)! 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings: 1 Samuel 16:11; 1 Samuel 17:34, 35; Psalm  23:1-4; John 10: 11, 14, 15, 27 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that Jesu s cares for us just as David cared for his sheep.  
 
Materials:  Shepherd staff and clothing (optional) 
 
Memory Verse: “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not  want” (Psalm 23:1).  

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
Listen to the Shepherd: To play this game you will need one good shepherd 
and one bad shepherd.  Take turns having the good and bad shepherds 
give instructions to the children (for example: take three steps forward; hop 
on one foot; and so on).  Have the children to close their eyes.  They must 
listen for the voice of the good shepherd and follow his commands only.  
The children that listen to the bad shepherd are out of the game. 
Questions for Class Discussion: 

1. Why was David’s job so important? 
2. Who is our shepherd? 
3. What is the job of a shepherd?  
4. What are we to do as sheep? 
5. Why must we learn to listen to the voice of our shepherd? 
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Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: David Trusts God 

Lesson Text: 1 Samuel 17:1-49 
June 10, 2012 

Lesson Summary 
David was a shepherd and the youngest of his eight brothers.  His brothers were soldiers in the king’s 
army.  One day, David’s father asked him to bring food to his brothers.  To his surprise, he found the army 
of God terrified of the Philistine army.  They were all afraid of a Philistine giant, named Goliath.  David 
asked, “Why are you so afraid?  Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the 
living God?” David told Saul that he would fight the Giant.  David was not afraid because he knew God was 
on his side. God had delivered him from the lion and bear; and he knew that God would deliver him this day 
from the giant!  Just as David trusted God to help him defeat Goliath, we must trust God in that same way.  
Regardless of the giants we face in our own lives, we must know that God is faithful to deliver his servants 
every time.  David was victorious because he trusted God and not the things of this world.  He defeated 
Goliath, not with armor and battle equipment, but with his sling shot and faith in God.  God is always 
faithful.  We should trust him at all times. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  1 Samuel 17:1-49; Psalms 18:2; Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that we m ust trust God at all times. 
 
Materials: Blind fold, chairs or any material to se t up an obstacle course.    
 
Memory Verse: “Trust in the LORD with all thine hea rt; and lean not unto thine own understanding.                      
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direc t thy paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6). 
 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
Take turns blind folding the children while you lead them through a maze or 
obstacle course.  You can lead them by the hand, or you can have them 
follow your commands.  The purpose is to demonstrate how they must trust 
the one guiding them, just as we must trust God to lead and guide us. 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. Why was David not scared of the giant Goliath?  
2. Why is it so important that we trust God? 
3. Name some times in your life that you have had to trust God.  
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Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: David Is Anointed King 
Lesson Text: 1 Samuel 16:1-13  

June 17, 2012 

Lesson Summary 
During Saul’s reign as king, he became rebellious and disobedient.  Therefore, God rejected him.  Now 
Israel needed a new king.  God used the prophet Samuel to anoint him a new king over Israel.  God told 
Samuel that he had chosen a king from the family of Jesse.  Samuel told Jesse that God had chosen one 
of his sons to be king and he must bring them before him.  The oldest was named Eliab.  When Samuel 
saw him, he was sure that Eliab would be the chosen one.  However, God warned Samuel not to look upon 
his countenance.  God rejected Eliab.  Seven of Jesse’s sons came before Samuel, but Samuel told Jesse 
that God had not chosen any of them.  Finally, Jesse brought his son David before Samuel.  David was a 
small person, not as big and strong as his brothers.  He was also the youngest.  God spoke to Samuel and 
said, “This is whom I have chosen.”  Samuel anointed David that day as king of Israel.  God does not care 
about looks, size, or age.  He cares about the heart!  He is looking for someone that has a desire to fulfill 
his will and be obedient to all he commands.  Like David, when we have a heart for God, he can use us 
too. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  1 Samuel 16:1-13; Acts 10:34-35 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that God can use us regardless of our age, size, or looks. 
 
Materials:  paper, markers, crayons 
 
Memory Verse:  “For man looketh on the outward appearance, but the  Lord looketh on the heart” (1 
Samuel 16:7).  

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
Give each child a piece of paper and ask them to draw a picture of 
themselves.  Then ask them to list the things that they could offer to 
God. Ask them to list the talents they have that God can use.  
 
Questions for Class Discussion: 

1. What does God care about the most?  
2. Are you ever too young for God to use? Too old? Too 

short/tall? 
3. How can God use you? 
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Theme: Bible Heroes 
Lesson: David Loves God 

Lesson Text:  Acts 13:22; Psalms 89:20 
June 24, 2012 

Lesson Summary 
After Saul’s death, David became king of Israel.  God was looking for a king that would not be 
rebellious and disobedient as Saul had been.  He was looking for someone that would fulfill his 
plan and purpose.  Therefore, God chose David to be the ruler over his people.  David had a heart 
for God – pure and dedicated to the will of God.  The Bible often refers to David as a man after 
God’s own heart (Acts 13:22-23).  David followed God with all his heart.  He wanted to be 
obedient and pleasing to God.  This is what God expects from us today.  He is looking for a group 
of people that will love him and serve him with all their heart.  We must pray and ask God to give 
us a heart like David: pure, full of love for God, and holy. 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  1 Samuel 13:13, 14; Psalms 89:20, 21;  Matt. 22:37; Acts 13:22  
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that we m ust have a heart full of love for God. 
 
Materials: poster board, glue or tape, paper 
  
Memory Verse: “I have found David the son of Jesse,  a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil 
all my will” (Acts 13:22).  

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
 
Cut two large hearts out of the poster board.  Label the hearts, 
“Pleasing” and “Not Pleasing.” On several strips of paper, write 
different actions or thoughts that will illustrate having a heart that is 
pleasing to God or a heart that would not be pleasing to God.  Have 
the children take turns placing the strips of paper where they belong. 
You may even want to have them list things they believe to be 
pleasing or not pleasing to God. 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. Why did God choose David to be the king of Israel?  
2. What does God expect from his children today? 
3. How can we have a heart like David?  
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