
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Introduction  
Children of God are commanded to live their lives upright before God, but also before others.  It is a true saying, “We are 
the only Bible many people ever read” (compare Paul’s statement in 2 Cor. 3:2, 3).  Since we have this high calling, we 
should avoid all appearance of sin and evil in our lives (1 Thess. 5:22).  But we should also be sure that our motives for 
doing what’s right are right. It’s possible to have “right conduct” with “wrong motives”---to do the “right thing” without 
the “right spirit.” Only if our hearts are truly sanctified, will our motives and conduct please the Lord. 
 

Key Verse 
“For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges me is the Lord. Therefore judge 
nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal 
the counsels of the heart. Then each one's praise will come from God (1 Cor. 4:4-5).” 
  

Lesson Summary 
Motives are really either right or wrong. Just as oil and water do not mix, so one’s motive cannot be right and 
wrong at the same time. Therefore, Jesus said let your communication be “yes or no” (Mt. 5:37), that is, we 
should say what we mean and mean what we say! Again Jesus said, “If your eye is single, your whole body will 
be full of light” (Mt. 6:22), that is, if your mind and heart are sincere and pure, so will be your affections and 
actions. We should speak truth from the heart. A Christian should bear in mind always that he is living his life 
in preparation for eternity. Since God judges the heart, we should be careful always to have the right motive for 
an action---indeed, our salvation depends on it! Consider the following: Why did you get up and come to church 
today? Why did you choose this particular church to attend today? What motivates you to do what you do? It is 
possible to go to church for the wrong reason---for example, just to make contacts for business. Many choose a 
particular church because of its size, or because it has programs to entertain children. Others go to a particular 
church because the preacher is an eloquent speaker---a dynamic pulpiteer!---though he may be in the ministry 
mainly for personal gain. The apostle Paul speaks very clearly in our key verse that the secrets of our hearts will 
one day be revealed. Yes our outward actions are very important; but the purity of our heart is more important. 
Jesus said, “For out of the heart of men proceed evil thoughts, [and all manner of sin]” (Mt. 15:19). King Saul 
seemed to be mighty warrior outwardly (1 Sam 9:2), but on the inside he had become corrupt and his kingdom 
was taken from him (1 Sam. 15:28). On the other hand, David was the youngest of Jesse’s sons, a mere 
shepherd boy (1 Sam 16:11) without much worldly standing, but inwardly he was a man after God’s own heart 
(1 Sam. 13:14), and he became the mighty king of Israel (1 Sam 16:13). A pure heart will give us right motives 
and enable us to walk holy before the Lord and others. 
 
Scripture Study 
God desires for our motives to be pure and upright (1 Cor. 4:4-5; Mt 5:37; 15:19) 
Saul and David are contrasting examples of an impure heart and a pure heart (1 Sam. 13--16) 
 

Conclusion 
Obeying the teachings of Christ is important, but we must live them out with the right motives in order to please the Lord, 
and to be effective in our witness to others. Moreover, the only way for our motives to be right is for our heart to be right; 
and the only way for our heart to be right is through regeneration, sanctification, and maintaining a consecrated life.  
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Introduction  
Leadership is important; in fact, leaders are essential for order, discipline, and progress (Rom. 13:1; Tit. 3:1; 1 Pet. 2:13). 
Every nation and government must have leaders. Since the church is also a nation, a “holy nation” (1 Pet. 2:9), it too must 
have leaders. In fact, the church is God’s government in the earth, ordained to bind and loose in earth what God has bound 
and loosed in heaven (Mt. 16:19; Jn. 20:23). Thus, God calls and sets leaders over us in the church for our edification 
(Eph. 4:11; Heb. 13:7. 17, 24). Our role as members is to follow those whom God has set over us, not blindly, but 
“considering the end of their conservation [lifestyle, conduct].” We should imitate the faith of good leaders. 
 

Key Verse 
“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give 
account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.” (Heb 13:17) 
 

Lesson Summary 
We should be thankful for God-ordained leaders. Being under the authority is for our protection, instruction, discipline, 
and spiritual growth. The term authority is often thought of negatively; in fact, authoritative leadership is rejected by a 
large part of contemporary society; nevertheless, without duly authorized leadership the world and the church would be in 
disarray and chaos. The idea of authoritative leadership raises two immediate questions: Is obedience unconditional? 
What if one in authority directs one to do something wrong?  The writer of Hebrews exhorts us to do three things: 1) to 
obey those who rule over us; 2) to submit to those who rule over us, and 3) to discern and evaluate authoritative directives 
given by those who rule over us. Obedience deals with our response to authority, submission deals with our attitude to 
authority, discernment and judgment deals our conscience regarding authoritative requirements. Three things are 
therefore involved: 1) a “perfect heart,” 2) a “willing mind, and 3) “mature judgment” [See 1 Chron. 28:9; Isa. 7:15;                
Heb. 5:14]. We may conclude then that we do not follow leaders blindly, but with sanctified reason and judgment. 
Ultimately, we follow Christ and righteousness; therefore we follow leaders here on earth only as they follow Christ and 
righteousness (Eph.5:1; Heb. 6:14; 1 Th. 1:6; 2:14; 2 Th. 3:7, 9). The Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar, was brutal, 
persecuting and destroying many Jews. Yet he was to be obeyed in his realm as a king. God even called him His servant 
(Jer. 25:9; 27:5-7). Nevertheless, when he issued the decree for everyone to worship the golden image, the three Hebrews-
--Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego---refused: and they were justified in their disobedience; for they were required to 
disobey any law of man that contradicted the law of God. Still, they maintained a respectful and submissive attitude 
toward authority, even referring to Nebuchadnezzar as “king” (Dan 3:16-18). Our obedience must be ultimately according 
to the Word of God. If what we are asked to do does not contradict the Word of God, we should be willing and obedient. 
But in the church we also want to get to the place that we do what we do with joy (1 Th. 1: 6; Acts 5:38-41; Heb. 13:17).  
 

Scripture Study 
God has placed authorities in our lives for protection and spiritual guidance (Heb 3:7, 17) 
Our obedience should be with a submissive attitude (1 Chron. 28:9; Dan. 3:16-18) 
Our obedience should be based on reason and judgment in the light of God’s Word (Heb. 5:14).  
 

Conclusion 
God has ordained authoritative leadership in the world and the church, and thus all men are subject to the powers that be.   
We should submit therefore to governors as long as their directives to not contradict the Word of God. Any directive that 
would cause one to sin should not be obeyed. Still we should disobey respectfully. The second-century church father, 
Tertullian, saw the hand of God at work even when the church was being persecuted by Roman authority. He wrote, “The 
more you cut us down, the more in number we grow. The blood of Christians is seed.”   
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Introduction  
In the previous lesson we considered the authority of leadership both in the church and in the world. In today’s lesson we 
are going to consider civil authority in particular and the need for us to pray for political and civil rulers. Satan is 
especially active in tempting civil rulers to abuse their God-ordained powers (Romans 13:1-7); for many governors and 
civic leaders are unsaved, and thus become easy prey to serve the purposes of the “wicked one,” including hindering and 
suppressing the church and the saints of God. We saw this in last week’s lesson in the case with King Nebuchadnezzar. 
We are therefore admonished to lift up kings and rulers in prayer. It is our responsibility to stand in the gap for them.   

 
Key Verse 
“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For 
kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; Who will have all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge 
of the truth (1Tim. 2:1-4). 
 

Lesson Summary 
As Christians we should avoid getting caught up in partisan politics, for we are called to pray for “kings, and all 
that are in authority.” To be too zealous for one political party or the other may hinder the sincerity and 
effectiveness of our prayers. This is why we should guard against getting “[entangled] with the affairs of this 
life” (2 Tim. 2:4). The Christian has a definite responsibility to pray without “respect to persons” for those in 
authority: and we do this that we might live “quiet and peaceable lives in all godliness and honesty.” God’s 
Word assures us that the prayers of godly men and women affect world leaders, who in turn make decisions that 
determine temporal circumstances in the world. Certainly “prayer changes things.” Tennyson wrote, “More 
things are wrought by prayer than this [world may dream of]. Wherefore, let thy voice rise like a fountain . . .” 
We are told in Proverbs 29:2 that “When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice.” It is possible, 
however, for one to have more authority on his knees than one who is in the highest office in the land---for “the 
heart of the king is in the hand of the Lord” (Prov. 21:1). God through prayer may move the king in the right 
direction, as He did in the cases with Nehemiah and Artaxerxes (Nehemiah 1:1-11--2:1-9), Joseph and Pharaoh 
(Genesis 41:1-45) and Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 1:17-21; 2:24-49). It is possible therefore for the 
righteous to rule through prayer! The welfare of a nation depends on the rule of wise men; if they rule well the 
church will be able to fulfill its mission in the world with less difficulty.  
 
Scripture Study 
We are to honor and pray for all in authority (1 Tim 2:1-4; Heb 3:7; Rom 13:1-7) 
Through wise leadership nations rejoice (Prov. 14:34; 29:2; Daniel 2:21) 
The righteous can rule indirectly through prayer (Daniel 1:17-21; 2:24-49). 
 

Conclusion 
Part of our duty as children of God is to pray diligently for governors and civil leaders. Our prayers can change 
the course of history. We should pray first of all for the salvation of rulers, but also that God will use them, even if in 
spite of themselves, to serve His purposes through the church.  
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Introduction  
Everyone desires to have friends. A dear friend, a “bosom friend,” is especially coveted by most of us. But the term friend 
in the Bible, particularly in one’s relationship to God, has a more specialized meaning than what we normally attach to the 
word, though the idea of “bosom friend” comes close. The biblical image of “friend” connotes intimacy and close 
communion and trust. Thus God spoke to Moses “face to face, as a man speaks to his friend” (Ex. 33:11).  
 

Key Verse 
“And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and 
he was called the Friend of God” (James 2:23).  
 

Lesson Summary 
The concept of Abraham as the friend of God first introduced in Is. 41:8 is followed by the author of 2 Chronicles, saying, 
“Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of 
Abraham thy friend  forever” (2 Chron. 20:7)?  In our text verse Abraham’s faith was “imputed to him for righteousness,” 
that is, by faith through grace he was “made righteous” [not just counted righteous] and thus became the “Friend of God” 
(Gen. 15:6; Ro. 4:3-5). We see then that Abraham was not justified in a mere juridical (or legal) sense but he was actually 
changed by the grace of God: for he produced in his life the fruits of righteousness (Jas. 2:24-26; Ro. 4:17-24). Abraham’s 
friendship with God, and thus his intimacy with God, was forged through faith. Likewise, all who are truly redeemed are 
called the friends of God. Jesus called His disciples His friends (Jn. 15:15) and also “Abraham’s children” (Jn. 8:39; see 
also Ro. 4:17, 23, 24). A friend (the Greek word is philos [“beloved”]) connotes someone close, a dear one, or beloved 
one. A friend in the sense of one’s relationship to God is therefore no mere acquaintance; rather he is one who is taken in 
by God as His confidant, and is made privy to God’s deep thoughts and desires as was illustrated in the life of Abraham 
(Genesis 18:16-33; see also Jn. 15:15). A friend of God is one who trusts God for the care of his/her soul. God 
demonstrated His love and care for our souls by providing the remedy for our soul-sickness (sin) in Christ through the  
Cross and the infilling of His Spirit in us. Our trust in God’s care for our souls results in the blessings and joy of God’s 
righteousness imparted to us (2 Pet. 1:4), which qualifies also us to live in His presence for eternity. In fact, friends of 
God [unlike “servants”] are joint-heirs with Christ of all of God’s eternal blessings (Ro. 8:17; Gal. 4:7). It is important to 
understand, however, that our special friendship with God requires obedience on our part: for God is still God. He is the 
potter, we are the clay. Therefore Jesus said, “You are my friends, if you do whatsoever I command you” (Jn. 15:14).    
Friends also are willing to suffer for one another (compare Jn. 15:13, 18-20 with Ro. 8:17; Phil 3:10). Indeed, 
“there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother” (Pr. 18:24).   
 
Scripture Study 
Isaiah declared Abraham a friend of God (Is 41:8) 
One becomes a friend of God through faith (Jas. 2:23)   
We remain friends of God through faith and obedience (Jn. 15:14; Jas. 2:24; Ro. 4:17-24) 
 

Conclusion 
The true friend of God desires to grow ever closer to God and seeks always to please Him. Friendships between people 
come as a result of one getting to know another through communication. It is no different with God and His friends. One 
gets to know God better by prayerful communication and meditation through the Holy Spirit (Jn. 17:20-26; Phil. 3:10). 
But God also draws near to us through our good works that please Him (Jn. 15:4-5, 7-8; Jas. 2:24-26).  
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