
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Lesson Outlines 

July 3 
Topic: Faith Makes Sense 

Texts: He. 11:3, 6; Ge. 1:1; Jn. 1:1-3; Col. 1:16-17; Pr. 1:7; 
Ps. 14:1; Ro. 11:33; Col. 2:3; 2 T i. 3:7; He. 11:1-3; Ge. 1:1-

31; 2:1-2; He. 1:1-3; 1 Jn. 1:1-4; 5:13 

Key Verse: He. 11:3 
Main Point: Faith in God and his Word (Jesus Christ) is the 

only means for truly understanding the world’s and man’s 
existence, meaning, and purpose. 

July 10 
Topic: Abel’s Faith 

Texts: He. 11:4, 6; Ge. 4:1-10; Mt. 23:35; 1 Jn. 3:11-12; 
Hab. 2:4; He. 10:38; Le. 3:1-17; Nu. 18:17; He. 12:24; 10:10 

Key Verse: He. 11:4 
Main Point: Salvation and acceptance with God are built  on 

faith in God’s Word and promises. 

July 17 
Topic: Enoch’s Faith 
Texts: He. 11:5; Jude 14-15; Ge. 5:18-24; Ac. 3:19-21; Re. 

19:11-16; Ge. 3:15; 1 Co. 15:50-53; 1 Th. 4:16-17 
Key Verse: He. 11:5 

Main Point: Enoch’s example speaks to the church about its 

prophetic ministry and purpose in the world. 

July 24 
Topic: Noah’s Faith 

Texts: Ge. 6:5-22; 7:1-7; 2 Pe. 2:5; He. 11:6-7; Mt. 24:35-

39; 1 Pe. 3:20 
Key Verse: He. 11:7 

Main Point: Faith in and obedience to God’s Word saves the 
believer from destruction. 

July 31 
Topic: Abraham’s Faith 

Texts: Ge. 11:31-32; 12:1-9; 13:3-4, 14-18; 22:18; Ga. 3:6-8; 
He. 11:8-9; Ac. 7:2-5 

Key Verse: He. 11:8 
Main Point: Abraham believed God’s Word and paved the 

way for future generations to believe and receive the 
fulfillment of God’s promise. 

 

 

 

  

 

“Faith, Part One” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
     Adult Bible Studies              “Essentials” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald  
 

July 2016 Faith Monthly Summary 

 In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we begin a 

new quarter of study entitled “Faith.”  This study will 

be based on Hebrews chapter eleven.  Simply stated, 

faith is belief, trust, and confidence.  The Scriptures 

define faith as the confident assurance of something 

hoped for without any visible proof of it  (He. 11:1).  

You cannot yet see it , but you just know it.  You cannot 

prove it , but you have the inner assurance that it  is so.  

Faith then is the ability to trust in something without 

empirical (observable) evidence.  This ability to 

exercise faith comes from God (consider Ro. 12:3; 

10:17; 1 Co. 12:9). 

 By faith, the elders, the Old Testament saints, 

obtained an “A+” report card from God and left behind 

a great testimony and spiritual legacy for us (He. 11:2).  

Like the saints of old, all of us have the ability to 

believe in God, but each one must individually exercise 

his faith in the Word in order to be approved by the 

Lord.  In Hebrews 4:2, the writer explained that many 

Israelites perished in the wilderness because they heard 

the word of God but did not embrace his Word by faith.  

However, the elders listed in Hebrews chapter eleven 

believed God’s Word, but also obtained through their 

faith in God.  In this quarter, we will consider some of 

the elders whose faith inspires us to believe and trust in 

God. 

In the first month, we will consider the faith of 

Abel, Enoch, Noah, and Abraham.  Abel’s witness 

demonstrates that salvation and acceptance with God 

are built  on faith in God’s Word and promises.  

Enoch’s life and witness prefigures the church’s 

prophetic ministry and purpose in the world.  Noah’s 

witness proves that faith in and obedience to God’s 

Word saves the believer from destruction.  Finally, 

Abraham’s example demonstrates that our faith in 

God’s Word paves the way for future generations to 

believe and receive the fulfillment of God’s promise.   

In the coming months, we will continue to study the 

life and example of other faithful Old Testament saints.  

To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, yo u will 
also receive Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion 
Assembly Church of God, please visit  our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  

 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Introduction 
As Christians, why is faith so foundationally important to us?  Of course, faith in Jesus Christ is the basis of our salvatio n (Jn. 

3:16; Ro. 10:9-10).  Moreover, all of the spiritual blessings which we receive from the Lor d are based on faith in God’s Word.  
However, in today’s lesson, we want to discuss faith from a much broader perspective, considering faith in God as the 

foundational support of our knowledge and understanding.  
 

Key Verse  
“Through faith we understand that  the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of 

things which do appear” (He. 11:3).  
 

Lesson Summary 
Faith in the Word of God is the means of understanding the world around us – “Through faith we understand that t he worlds 

were framed by the word of God” (He. 11:3).  In fact, faith in God and his Word is the only way to make sense of the world’s 
existence.  Science and philosophy claim to seek knowledge, even truth, but the critical mistake they often make in the pursuit 

of knowledge is omitting faith in God.  However, the quest for knowledge is in fact  the quest for God since all knowledge and 

understanding is contained in the Creator (Ge. 1:1; Jn. 1:1-3; Col. 1:16-17; Pr. 1:7; Ps. 14:1; Ro. 11:33).  Understanding the 
world requires faith, because God created the world and faith is necessary in order to know God (He. 11:6).  Regardless of our 

depths of knowledge and understanding, regardless of scientific discoveries and theories, and no matter how far deep into spa ce 
we can see, God will always be standing there, a step ahead, and a step beyond us.  He will always contain us.  Without  faith in 

Christ , mankind will seek to understand the world and man’s purpose in it , yet never attain such knowledge (Col. 2:3; 2 T i. 3:7).  
Science and philosophy can only explain the world up to a point ; but then, without the knowledge of God, they lose their 

meaning and purpose.  In the creation narrative in Genesis 1:1 – 2:2, the Scriptures repeat the phrase, “And God said” (Ge. 1:3,  

6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, and 26).  Hebrews 11:3 declares, “Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of 
God.”  In this verse, “word” in the Greek is “rhema,” indicating “spoken word or saying,” whereas the Greek “ logos” 

emphasizes “word” in the sense of “ rational thought, reason, and logic” (for “ logos” see Jn. 1:1-3).  In other words, only by 
faith can anyone understand and accept that God actually spoke the worlds into existence.  God created by the power of his 

word.  By God’s spoken word – “And God said” – he created the world in only six days and rested on the seventh.  The writer 
of Hebrews further explained the meaning of “framed by the [spoken] word of God.”  He continued, “So that things which are 

seen were not made of things which do appear.”  The existing things of the universe were not made from preexisting things, but 

they were spoken into existence.  So God made the universe out of nothing.  Bottom line: God created matter.  He started with 
nothing and then created by the Word (Jn. 1:1-3; He. 1:1-3).  He therefore made the visible from the invisible.  This is what it  

means to create in the truest sense – to make something from nothing.  By faith, we know that God created the worlds by the 
Word, but we do not know how it all transpired once he spoke it  into existence; nevertheless, it  came into being according to his 

words – “And God said.”  The Bible does not give us the scientific details because the Scriptures are not the revelation of 

science but rather of Jesus Christ , the Son of God (Jn. 5:39; Mk. 1:1; 1 Jn. 1:1-4; 5:13).  On the other hand, humanistic scientists 
are trying to figure out how the world came to be by their theories, calculations, technologies, and discoveries.  Such scientists 

and philosophers attempt to explain how the universe came to be while eliminating the Cause behind it  all.  Of course, this is a 
huge error.  The writer of Hebrews was saying, “It can’t be done!”  We cannot understand the world without faith in God’s 

Word.  Science and philosophy can only go so far; but after that, they fall back on faith in something.  For example, those who 
reject God on the basis of science place their faith in some kind of evolutionary process which cannot be proven, in effect, 

turning science into a religion. 
 

Scripture Study 
Understanding through faith – He. 11:3, 6; Ge. 1:1; Jn. 1:1-3; Col. 1:16-17; Pr. 1:7; Ps. 14:1; Ro. 11:33; Col. 2:3; 2 T i. 3:7 
Faith in God’s Word – He. 11:1-3; Ge. 1:1-31; 2:1-2; He. 1:1-3; 1 Jn. 1:1-4; 5:13 
 

Conclusion 
Faith in God and the Word (Jesus Christ) is the only means for truly understanding the world’s existence .  However, apart from 
faith in God, science and philosophy will come to faulty explanations of the universe, how it came to be, and mankind’s 

purpose in the world.  Clearly, it’s more important to know the cause and origin behind the universe (to know the Creator) than 
to know the science of how it exists and came to be.  Apart from faith in Jesus Christ, the meaning and purpose of the world’s 

and man’s existence remain  a great mystery.  But through Jesus Christ, we understand.  Faith makes sense.  

“Faith Makes Sense” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
      Adult Bible Studies                “Faith, Part One” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 
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Introduction 
Today, we look back in human history and place our faith in the Christ who has already come, suffered, died, risen again, 

and ascended back to the Father.  However, the Old Testament saints since the beginning of the world (i.e. the faithful 

elders) did not believe in the historical Jesus, but rather in the future Christ  who was yet to be born and enter human 

history (Ge. 3:15).  In this lesson, we will consider one of the earliest elders – Abel – whose faith still speaks today. 

Key Verse 
“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, 

God testifying of his gifts: and by it  he being dead yet speaketh” (Hebrews 11:4).  

Lesson Summary 
Abel was the second born son of Adam and Eve.  His older brother was Cain.  Cain was a gardener; Abel was a shepherd.  

Both Cain and Abel brought an offering to the Lord.  Of course, we do not know the details surrounding the story; the 

Bible only says, “And in process of time it  came to pass” (Ge. 4:3).  Knowing the promise of salvation through Christ 

(3:15), Adam must have taught God’s promise to his sons, as well as this practice of offering to the Lord.  Cain’s offering 

was taken from the crops he grew, but Abel offered an animal from his flock because he believed this would be acceptable 

to God.  Abel believed the promise of Christ when he sacrificed to the Lord.  The writer of Hebrews explained, “By faith 
Abel offered unto God . . .” (He. 11:4).  The distinctive mark of Abel’s offering was he offered it by faith.  Faith 
was the motivation of his offering to God, and by faith his offering was acceptable and pleasing to God (11:6).  

Jesus testified of Abel’s righteousness when he spoke against the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees (Mt. 
23:35).  The apostle John also wrote of Abel’s righteousness when he admonished the church to love one 
another (1 Jn. 3:11-12).  Clearly, faith in God produced righteousness in Abel (Hab. 2:4; He. 10:38), whereas 

Cain’s heart was not right before God and the rejection of his offering was the proof of this (Ge. 4:5-8).  
Furthermore, because of his faith, “Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain” (He. 11:4).  

Plain and simple: Abel’s sacrifice (offering) was superior to Cain’s.  “And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings 
of his flock and of the fat thereof.  And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering” (Ge. 4:4).  Abel’s 
faith moved him to give his very best to God.  He gave “of the firstlings of his flock.”  Abel did not pick an old, 

sickly, or damaged sheep to be his sacrifice to God.  Instead, he gave a choice offering from his firstborn lambs.  
The Scriptures also state that Abel offered “the fat thereof,” indicating this was an offering by fire.  Abel’s faith 
in God’s promise moved him to offer up to God what he understood would be pleasing and acceptable to the 

Lord (consider Leviticus 3:1-17; Nu. 18:17).  Faith produced excellence in Abel.  Unfortunately, Cain, being 
filled with anger and bitterness, rose up against his brother and slew him (Ge. 4:8).  Although Abel died an 

untimely death, his testimony remained.  In fact, God told Cain, “The voice of thy brother’s blood crieth unto 
me from the ground” (Ge. 4:10).  Although Abel has been dead essentially from the beginning of the world, his 
testimony still speaks loud and clear to us today (He. 11:4).  He has left behind a faithful legacy.  Because of 

Abel’s testimony, we know that salvation and acceptance with God is built on faith in God’s Word and 
promises. 

Scripture Study 
Righteousness – He. 11:4, 6; Mt. 23:35; 1 Jn. 3:11-12; Hab. 2:4; He. 10:38 

Excellence – Ge. 4:4; He. 11:4; Le. 3:1-17; Nu. 18:17 

A faithful legacy – Ge. 4:8-10; He. 11:4; 12:24 

Conclusion 
Abel’s faith and sacrifice was met with God’s approval.  But his sacrifice was merely the shed blood and burnt fat of a 

dumb animal – the same kind of sacrifices that were offered under the law.  Clearly, God accepted such sacrifices by faith  

until the time when the true sacrifice would come.  Therefore , Abel’s sacrifice was actually anticipating and 

foreshadowing Christ’s one-and-only sacrifice (He. 12:24; 10:10).  Following the pattern of Abel, genuine faith in Jesus 

Christ (the Word of God) will produce righteousness, excellence, and a faithful legacy  in those who serve the Lord. 

“Abel’s Faith” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
      Adult Bible Studies                “Faith, Part One” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 
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Introduction 
Enoch’s faith is still relevant today.  His example speaks to the church about its prophetic ministry and purpose in the world.  In 
today’s lesson, we first want to consider what we know about Enoch, and then we wan t  to examine what his faithful witness 

says to us today. 

Key Verse 
“By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for 

before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God” (He. 11:5).  

Lesson Summary 
What do we know about Enoch?  We know he was a man of great faith in God being listed among the faithful elders in 

Hebrews chapter eleven.  He appears second in the list , following Abel (He. 11:4-5).  Enoch was the seventh in Adam’s lineage 
(Jude 14 – Adam, Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, and Enoch) .  In fact, Adam, who lived to age 930 (Ge. 5:5),  was still 

living during Enoch’s day.  So Enoch lived during the time that spanned the lives of Adam, the first man, unto Lamech 
(Enoch’s grandson and also Noah’s father), who died only a few years before the great flood.  Enoch’s son, Methuselah, died in 

the year of the flood, perhaps in the judgment of the flood itself.  According to Genesis 5:22 , “Enoch walked with God,” 

indicating the close relationship and friendship he had with the Lord.  We know that God spoke to him, and he believed the 
Word of God.  He actually saw a vision of Jesus Christ in his generation – “Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his 

saints” (Jude 14).  Enoch was God’s prophet from the beginning of the world declaring the coming of the Lord and God’s 
judgment against ungodliness (Jude 14-15; Ac. 3:21).  It  is reasonable then to assume that Lamech heard both his grandfather 

Enoch and his son Noah preach the righteousness of Christ.  Enoch faithfully walked with God; but then the Bible declares, 
“He was not; for God took him” (Ge. 5:24).  He left behind this great testimony: “He pleased God” (He. 11:5).  His faith 

afforded him a unique privilege.  At 365 years of age, a comparatively young man in his day, he was translated from earth to 

heaven by God.  Bypassing death, Enoch went to be with the Lord.  This is a great mystery.  The only other  person in the 
Scriptures with a similar story of bypassing death is Elijah, carried up to heaven in a whirlwind (2 Ki. 2:11).  Now, let’s 

consider the significance of Enoch’s life and testimony.  Enoch is a picture of the church in the last days.  His message was a 
warning to his generation at the beginning of time, but his vision was Christ’s coming with the saints to rule and reign upon the 

earth at the last.  Therefore, his ministry connects the opening of Genesis to the finale of Revelation.  He foresaw the events of 
Revelation 19:11-16 and declared the righteousness of Christ  in a society where God’s judgment was already looming.  

Although wickedness was increasing and intensifying on the earth (Ge. 6:5-6), Enoch remained faithful to God to the very 

finish, until the Lord took him out of the world.  Withstanding wickedness with righteousness is the work and witness of the 
church in these last days.  When Enoch preached Christ, he also preached the coming judgment of God.  The church has this 

same responsibility to warn the present generation of the coming judgment.  God’s message from the beginning remains God’s 
message to the conclusion (Jude 14-15).  The Lord gave the promise of salvation through Christ from the very beginning (Ge. 

3:15).  But he also pronounced judgment on all who reject his Word.  Of course, sinners do not want to hear about God’s 
judgment against their sin and rebellion.  Likewise, church members often do not want to heart it .  Why?  We find no pleasure 

in God’s judgment; it’s not something we like to ponder.  Nevertheless, the world must hear, and the church  has the 

responsibility to declare how to escape the impending judgment.  We must  continue to preach salvation through Christ alone 
until the Lord comes to catch us away.  Enoch therefore prefigures the rapture of the church.  At Christ’s coming, the living 

saints will not see death, but  will be changed and caught up together with the resurrected saints to meet the Lord in the air and 
ever be with the Lord (1 Co. 15:50-53; 1 Th. 4:16-17). 

Scripture Study 
Enoch’s life – He. 11:5; Jude 14-15; Ge. 5:18-24; Ac. 3:19-21 

Enoch’s significance – Re. 19:11-16; Ge. 3:15; Jude 14-15; 1 Co. 15:50-53; 1 Th. 4:16-17 

Conclusion 
The prophet  Enoch, who from the beginning of the world preached the last days’ message of Christ’s coming, was 

fittingly translated to glory.  His life and testimony illustrate the message, purpose, and rapture of the church in the last 

days.  Enoch’s example teaches us that by faith we walk with God, hear God’s voice, declare God’s Word, please the 

Lord, and experience victory over sin and death. 

“Enoch’s Faith” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
      Adult Bible Studies                “Faith, Part One” 
 Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 

Writer: Todd D. McDonald 

 

July 17, 2016 Faith Student Guide 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Introduction 
The name “Noah” means “comfort or consolation.”  When Lamech named his son Noah, he said, “This same shall 

comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the Lord hath cursed” (Ge. 5:29; see 

Ge. 8:20-22 for the fulfillment).  Noah was a symbol of hope and salvation in a dark and dismal time.  In today’s lesson, 

we will consider Noah’s example, and see how his faith and obedience saved him and his family from destruction.  
 

Key Verse 
“By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not see as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; 

by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith” (He. 11:7).  
 

Lesson Summary 
In Noah’s day, the world had become exceedingly wicked and evil, corrupt , and full of violence (Ge. 6:5, 11-13).  Over 

and against the wickedness stood Noah – considered perfect in his day – a just (righteous) man who walked with God (v. 

9). Because there was no other recourse, God was determined to destroy mankind (vv. 6-7).  However, Noah obtained 

grace and was warned by God (Ge. 6:8; He. 11:7).  God’s warning against the wicked was reasonable, for “ the thoughts of 

his heart was only evil continually” (Ge. 6:5); but his warning required Noah to exercise something more than reason — 

FAITH.  It  took faith for Noah to accept God’s Word.  The Hebrew writer said, “Being warned of God of things not seen 

as yet” (He. 11:7).  Noah had to believe in something he had never seen – something almost unimaginable.  Faith is 

defined as “the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (11:1).  Faith then is being convinced of 

something you cannot yet see.  Faith is having the inner assurance without the visible proof of i t .  Faith is seeing 

spiritually rather than naturally.  The Lord was going to “bring a flood of waters upon the earth , to destroy all flesh” (Ge. 

6:17).  Some posture that up to this point rain had never fallen upon the earth because of Genesis 2:5 -6.  Nevertheless, 

whether it  had or not, who could have comprehended such worldwide destruction by flood?  Even today, with all the 

science and technology available, we still find it  difficult to grasp such utter worldwide devastation.  The Word of the 

Lord was “Make thee an ark” (6:14) – an ark that would preserve the living from complete annihilation (vv. 18-21).  Noah 

believed the Word of God.  He lived “by faith and not by sight” (2 Co. 5:7).  His faith in God moved him to fear, and as a 

result, moved him to prepare the ark (He. 11:7).  Genesis 6:22 says, “Thus did Noah; according to all that God 

commanded him, so did he” (see also 7:5).  How did Noah’s faith alter the future and destiny of mankind?  In Noah, we 

see a just man living in a corrupt society, trust ing in the salvation of God’s Word.  God used his faithfulness and 

obedience to confirm his righteousness, and at the same time, to demonstrate the condemnation and judgment of the 

world.  His faith in God’s Word saved his own family, eight in all.  By faith, Noah could see the day of God’s judgment 

that was coming upon the earth.  By faith, he fearfully did what God told him to do – build an ark – saving himself and his 

family (1 T i. 4:16).  Clearly, he rescued them from destruction by his faith in and obedience to God’s Word.  In taking this 

necessary action to save his own family, though the living perished from the earth, he further rescued the human race. 
 

Scripture Study 
Noah’s righteousness in a wicked world – Ge. 6:5-13; 2 Pe. 2:5; Ge. 7:1 

Noah’s faith in an unbelieving world – He. 11:6-7; Ge. 6:14-21; Mt. 24:35-39 

Noah’s obedience in a disobedient world – Ge. 6:22; 7:1-7; 1 Pe. 3:20 
 

Conclusion 
Let us summarize Noah’s faith and faithfulness.  He was favored of God, finding grace in the eyes of the Lo rd.  Noah was 

a just and righteous man in his day.  He was actually considered perfect in his generation.  He lived different from the 

world around him; he walked with God.  Noah was a preacher of righteousness.  He believed God’s Word, and fearing the 

Lord, he obeyed God’s Word.  He thus completed the ark according to God’s design ; and by his faith and obedience, he 

saved himself and his family.  In fact, Noah’s faithfulness preserved the human race. 

 

“Noah’s Faith” 
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Introduction 
Faith is exercising hope without visible proof.  In today’s lesson, we will see that Abraham’s faith in God moved him to 

believe God’s promise long before it  came to pass.  Abraham believed God’s Word and paved the way for  future 

generations to believe and receive the fulfillment of God’s promise more than 650 years later. 
 

Key Verse 
“By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; 

and he went out, not knowing whither he went” (He. 11:8). 
 

Lesson Summary 
In Genesis 11:31-32, Terah took his son Abram, as well as Sarai and Lot , on a long journey from Ur of the Chaldees 

(likely modern Iraq) to go into the land of Canaan (Israel).  But when they arrived in Haran (to the north of Syria), they 

remained there.  Why did they make this journey?  In his sermon, Stephen explained, “Men, brethren, and fathers, 

hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charan, 

and said unto him, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land which I shall show thee.  

Then came he out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charan”  (Ac. 7:2-4).  Abraham and his family moved away 

from Ur because God called Abraham to follow him.  Haran was a first step in Abraham’s journey of faith.  Then after his 

father Terah died (Ge. 11:32; Ac. 7:4), Abraham continued his journey of faith further south because this was God’s call 

and plan.  Genesis 12:1-3 explains that  the Lord had told Abraham to leave his home and relatives.  God promised to lead 

him to a new land and make him into a great nation.  He further promised to bless all people through Abraham.  Why did 

God tell Abraham to leave his homeland and kinfolk, and to start over in a land that he would show him?  The Lord 

wanted to separate Abraham, setting him and his family apart, in order to be a distinct people of faith called by God for a 

unique purpose.  In brief, the Lord wanted Abraham’s family to be different  from all other families of the earth in order to 

bless all families of the earth through faith in God’s Word (v. 3; 22:18; Ga. 3:6-8).  Therefore, his calling and separation 

was a means of blessing others.  In Genesis 12:4-7, Abraham was living in Haran when he remembered the call of God: 

“Get thee out  . . .” (v. 1).  By faith, Abraham then obeyed the Lord (He. 11:8).  Taking his family and all his possessions, 

he followed the call of God at age 75 (Ge. 12:5).  Nevertheless, the writer of Hebrews explicitly states, “and he went out, 

not knowing whither he went” (He. 11:8).  Abraham did not have GPS or Google Maps to find his way .  Moreover, God 

did not give him step-by-step directions to a specific destination.  Instead, his life was nomadic; he followed God as a 

sojourner dwelling in tents (Ge. 12:6, 8-9; 13:3-4, 14-18; He. 11:9; Ac. 7:5).  How did Abraham know where to go 

without actually knowing where he was going?  This is where faith really comes into play.  Abraham did not require God 

to answer all of his specific questions up front before he obeyed.  Instead, he believed and embraced God’s promise, and 

began to walk according to God’s Word.  Then upon entering Canaan (Ge. 12:6), the Lord spoke to him further, saying, 

“Unto thy seed will I give this land” (v. 7).  In other words, as Abraham took the necessary steps of faith and followed the 

Lord, God continued to speak to him and direct his path.   
 

Scripture Study 
A faith journey – Ge. 11:31-32; Ac. 7:2-4 

Called to be separate – Ge. 12:1-3; 22:18; Ga. 3:6-8 

Following God by faith – Ge. 12:4-9; 13:3-4, 14-18; He. 11:8-9; Ac. 7:5 
 

Conclusion 
Abraham was a sojourner and was never permitted to take possession of the land of Canaan (Ac. 7:5).  However, upon 

entering Canaan he built  altars to the Lord, calling on the name of the Lord and believing God’s promise (Ge. 12:7, 8; 

13:3-4, 18).  Therefore, by faith, he laid claim to his possession traveling in the land and worshiping God (13:17-18).  The 

evidence that Abraham never took possession of any p art of Canaan is the fact that he had to purchase land for burial  

(23:1-20).  Indeed, he dwelled in the land as a stranger and followed the Lord by faith believing God’s Word: “Unto thy 

seed will I give this land” (12:7). 
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