
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Outlines 
January 3 

Topic:  Disposition of Grace 

Texts: 2 Pe. 3:9; Tit. 2:11; Ez. 33:11; Is. 55:7; 1 Co. 10:13; 

Mt. 5:45; Ac. 10:35; 1 Ti. 2:4; Re. 22:17 

Key Verse: 2 Pe. 3:9 

Main Point: God’s desire for humanity is that none be lost.  

God’s will is to save humanity. 

January 10 
Topic:  Provision of Grace 

Texts:  Tit. 2:11, 14; 3:4; Jn. 1:14-17; 3:14-17; Ro. 3:23; 5:6-

8; He. 2:9; 1 Pe. 1:18-20; Re. 13:8; Lu. 23:39-43; 1 Pe. 3:18 

Key Verse: Ro. 5:8 

Main Point: God provides for us that which he wills for us.  

He provides according to his disposition toward us. 

January 17 
Topic:  Impartation of Grace 

Texts: Jn. 14:16-17; 16:7-14; 3:1-8; Ro. 8:1-6; Tit. 3:5-7; 2 

Co. 3:18; Ac. 1:8 

Key Verse: Ro. 8:2 

Main Point: God works in and through us that which he wills 

and provides for us. 

January 24 
Topic:  Grace through Faith 
Texts: Ep. 2:8; Ro. 5:1-2; Ps. 121:1-8; Ga. 2:20; 3:2-3, 14; 

5:24-25; Ph. 2:13-15; Jude 20, 24-25 

Key Verse: Ep. 2:8 

Main Point: God mercifully imparts grace in and through us 

as we embrace his provision of grace in Christ by faith. 

January 31 

Topic: Grace throughout History 

Texts: Ep. 1:4-7; Re. 13:8; He. 11:3-7; Jude 14-15; He. 11:8-

9, 17-19, 32-40 

Key Verse: Ep. 1:4 

Main Point: Historically, the grace of God has been revealed 

and extended to those who have placed their faith in God’s 

Word and promise. 
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   January 2016 Doctrine of Grace Monthly Summary 

In this month of Faith-N-Focus, we begin 

a three-month study on the Doctrine of Grace.  

The study is based on a sermon series preached by 

Bishop E. A. McDonald Jr., entitled “The Grace of 

God.” 

The lessons will complement and bring 

balance to the previous three-month series on the 

Doctrine of Sin.  In the same way that many 

confuse the Biblical teaching of sin, they also 

distort the doctrine of grace.  The purpose of these 

lessons is to bring clarity and understanding to the 

Biblical teaching of grace as it relates to our 

salvation through Jesus Christ. 

 What is the grace of God?  It is an 

exhaustive topic.  Perhaps describing God’s grace 

is less complicated than formulating a definition.  

Nevertheless, a commonly accepted definition is 

“the unmerited or undeserved love and favor of 

God toward humanity.”  The grace of God 

encompasses a “three-fold” expression of his 

divine love and favor.  God’s grace is revealed in 

the following ways: 1) his disposition toward 

humanity, 2) his provision for humanity, and 3) his 

impartation of grace to humanity. 
 Sometimes, Christians refer to grace in ways 

that trivialize or devalue the depth of its meaning and 

work in our lives.  However, grace is dynamic, 

powerful, and transformational.  As we study about 

the disposition, provision, and impartation of grace, 

we will gain a more complete and thorough 

understanding of what it means to be saved by grace:  

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 

of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Ep. 2:8).  The 

final lesson of this month, “Grace throughout 

History,” is the first installment for our study next 

month: “Revelation of Grace.” 

 
To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, you will 
also receive Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion 
Assembly Church of God, please visit our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
Unfortunately, some people think that God desires to destroy them.  Because their lives have been filled with trouble 

and misfortunate events, they believe that God is out to get them and cares nothing about them.  They see themselves 

walking around with a rain cloud that God has permanently placed over their head.  This erroneous perspective turns 

God into the “bad guy.”  However, just the opposite is true. 
 

Key Verse 
“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not 

willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pe. 3:9). 
 

Lesson Summary 
In writing to Titus, the apostle Paul declared, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men” 

(Tit. 2:11).  What is the grace of God?  A commonly accepted definition is “the unmerited or undeserved love and 

favor of God toward humanity.”  The grace of God encompasses a “three-fold” expression of his divine love and 

favor.  God’s grace is revealed in the following ways: 1) his disposition toward humanity, 2) his provision for 

humanity, and 3) his impartation of grace to humanity.  Let us consider God’s disposition.  Disposition refers to 

God’s attitude toward humanity or God’s will concerning humanity.  The Bible teaches that God’s attitude toward 

human beings is one of divine love and favor (Jn. 3:16).  God is merciful toward us, “not willing that any should 

perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pe. 3:9).  God does not want to destroy us, but rather to save us.  

His disposition toward us is one of salvation (Tit. 2:11).  In fact, God receives no pleasure in the death of the wicked 

(Ez 33:11).  He is not eagerly watching and waiting on an opportunity to hurt us, “but is longsuffering to us-ward” (2 

Pe. 3:9).  Clearly, God does not desire to destroy us, but he wants us to repent and have life (Is. 55:7).  Though some 

may think that God has given them unfair treatment, the Bible reminds us, “There hath no temptation taken you but 

such as is common to man” (1 Co. 10:13).  Trials and temptations describe the human condition.  Jesus explained 

how God is gracious toward all people, when he said, “he [God] maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 

and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust” (Mt. 5:45).  Sun and rain are neutral factors – neither good nor bad in 

and of themselves.  Yet both are necessary and beneficial to humanity.  We need the sun and rain for the healthy 

functioning of the eco-system.  Thankfully, everyday the sun rises in the sky; and periodically the rain falls from the 

sky.  Yet too much or too little of either is bad for us, producing floods or droughts.  However, Jesus’ point is not 

about the sun or the rain, per se, but rather that all of humanity ultimately receives the same treatment from the Lord.  

At times, we may get too much or too little; nevertheless we all get the same general disposition from the Lord – his 

divine love and favor.  God is good to all; he is gracious to all.  His call to salvation is extended to all people of 

every nation (1 Ti. 2:4; Ac. 10:34-35).  What is God’s disposition of grace?  The apostle John declared it: “And 

whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely” (Re. 22:17). 
 

Scripture Study  
God’s merciful attitude toward humanity – 2 Pe. 3:9; Tit. 2:11; Ez. 33:11; Is. 55:7 

God is gracious to all people – 1 Co. 10:13; Mt. 5:45; Ac. 10:35; 1 Ti. 2:4; Re. 22:17 
 

Conclusion 
Clearly, God’s desire for humanity is that none be lost.  God’s will is to save humanity – to “redeem us from all 

iniquity” (Tit. 2:14).  Therefore, “the Spirit and the bride say, Come.  And let him that heareth say, Come.  And let 

him that is athirst come” (Re. 22:17). 

“Disposition of Grace” 
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Introduction 
Is God’s disposition of grace, by itself, sufficient to save us?  According to the Scriptures, God’s disposition 

alone does not save lost humanity.  Just the mere offer of his mercy and love for humanity will not deliver us 

from his judgment against sin.  Though God is “not willing that any should perish,” Jesus taught that the way of 

eternal life is narrow and “few there be that find it” (2 Pe. 3:9; Mt. 7:14).  In fact, Jesus taught how the majority 

of humans will be eternally lost (Mt. 7:13).  Thus, the grace of God that brings salvation must extend beyond 

his disposition and attitude toward us.  In today’s lesson, we not only will see how God desires and wills our 

salvation (his disposition of grace) but also that he provided a way for us to be saved (his provision of grace). 

 

Key Verse 
“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Ro. 5:8). 

 

Lesson Summary 
The nature of God’s grace is salvific.  Salvation is the very purpose of God’s grace toward humanity.  God’s 

will is that all should repent and be converted (Ac. 3:19).  In Titus 2:11, Paul declared how God’s grace brings 

salvation.  Not only does God desire to save us, but he actively brings salvation to us.  Not only is God disposed 

to save us, but he also provides salvation for us.  How has he done this?  God’s saving grace has made a 

personal appearance in human history (Tit. 2:11; 3:4).  God’s saving grace is provided to us through the person 

and work of Jesus Christ (Jn 1:14-17).  The Word of God became flesh and lived among us (v. 14).  Why did he 

come?  The purpose of grace through Jesus Christ is not condemnation, but salvation (Jn. 3:17).  The grace of 

God in Christ is demonstrated in the provision of his death on the cross.  Because of God’s grace, Jesus died 

(He. 2:9).  When we could not save ourselves, he gave himself to die for us in order to save us (Tit. 2:14; Ro. 

5:6).  Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness for the deliverance of the people, Christ was also 

lifted up on the cross for humanity’s salvation (Jn. 3:14).  For whom did Jesus die?  Was his provision of grace 

limited to only a few choice people?  His death on the cross provided the hope of eternal life to all who are 

perishing (Jn. 3:15-16).  Christ did not die for righteous people or even for good people, but rather for sinners 

(Ro. 5:7-8).  For example, while Jesus was still hanging on the cross, he actively demonstrated his grace toward 

all sinners when he graciously received the criminal who was crucified with him (Lu. 23:39-43).  The apostle 

Peter explained this saving grace in terms of the just suffering for the unjust (1 Pe. 3:18).  Jesus Christ, sinless 

and innocent, brutally died on the cross to save a sinful and guilty humanity. 

 

Scripture Study 
Saving grace is provided through Jesus Christ – Tit. 2:11; 3:4; Jn. 1:14-17; 3:17 
Grace is demonstrated in the provision of Christ’s death – He. 2:9; 1 Pe. 1:18-20; Re. 13:8; Ro. 5:6; Tit. 2:14; Jn. 3:14 

Grace is extended to all sinners – Jn. 3:15-16; Ro. 5:7-8; 3:23; 1 Pe. 3:18; Lu. 23:39-43 

 

Conclusion 
Clearly, God provides for us that which he wills for us.  He wills to save us and provides the way of salvation 

for us through Jesus Christ.  He provides his saving grace through Christ’s death and extends his provision of 

grace to all men.  Thus, he provides according to his disposition toward us. 

“Provision of Grace” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies              ”Saved by Grace” 
 

Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 
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Introduction 
Thus far, we have studied two aspects of God’s grace: his merciful disposition toward humanity and also his 

provision for humanity’s salvation.  Graciously, God provides for us that which he wills for us.  Because his 

will for us is our salvation, he also provides for us the Way of salvation.  But how does the grace of God save 

us?  Today’s lesson shares the transition of grace from an external work of God on our behalf to an internal 

work of God for our salvation. 
 

Key Verse 
“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death” (Ro. 8:2). 

 

Lesson Summary 
How does the grace of God (that is, his disposition and provision) save us?  Jesus promised to give his disciples 

another Comforter, the Spirit of truth (Jn. 14:16-17).  Christ’s departure was necessary for the coming ministry 

of his Spirit (Jn. 16:7-14).  After his ascension, Christ physically would no longer be present to guide and to 

teach his disciples, but he spiritually would continue to work in their lives by his indwelling Spirit (Jn. 14:17).  

From this perspective, Jesus declared, “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world” (Mt. 28:20; 

Jn. 14:16).  Jesus was faithful to his promise, sending the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost (Ac. 2:1-4).  This 

outpouring of the Spirit inaugurated the “last days” ministry of the Spirit as prophesied by the prophet Joel (Ac. 

2:17; Jl. 2:28).  Thus, in the book of Acts we see how the Holy Spirit moves forward the mission and ministry 

of Christ on earth through the people of God.  The saving grace of God, fully revealed in the provision of Jesus 

Christ, is imparted to us, working in and through us by God’s Spirit.  For example, when speaking to 

Nicodemus about the new birth, Jesus explained the impartation of saving grace as being “born of the Spirit” 

(Jn. 3:5, 6, 8).  Indeed, the new birth is a spiritual birth – it is a birthing of a new creature in Christ.  Through the 

Spirit, we see the saving grace of God in action.  Salvation is not a self-improvement program.  We do not 

merely clean up our act and then declare that we are saved.  Rather, true salvation results from the work of the 

Spirit.  When we speak of God’s saving grace, what grace does the Holy Spirit impart to us?  The Spirit actually 

renews us to spiritual life – even eternal life in Christ (Tit. 3:5-7; Ro. 8:1-4).  The Spirit both justifies us and 

frees us from the power of sin, making us righteous and holy through Christ (Tit. 3:7; Ro. 8:2, 4).  Clearly, true 

salvation is much more than a profession.  It is more powerful than acting religious or doing religious deeds.  

The grace of God working in the individual by the Spirit produces a powerful, spiritual transformation in 

him/her.  No longer does the man or woman walk after the flesh which leads to death, but rather after the Spirit 

which brings forth life and peace (Ro. 8:1, 4-6).   

 

Scripture Study 
Saving grace is imparted by the Spirit – Jn. 14:16-17; 16:7-14; 3:1-8 

The gracious work of the Spirit – Tit. 3:5-7; Ro. 8:1-6; 2 Co. 3:18; Ac. 1:8 

 

Conclusion 
God works in and through us that which he wills and provides for us.  His grace clearly goes beyond his 

disposition (attitude) and provision.  He actually enables and empowers us to fulfill his will in our lives (Ac. 

1:8). 

“Impartation of Grace” 
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Introduction 
As we have already seen, the grace of God includes a “three-fold” expression of his divine love and favor 

regarding humanity (Ec. 4:12).  God’s grace is revealed in the following ways: 1) his disposition toward 

humanity, 2) his provision for humanity, and 3) his impartation of grace to humanity.  This is to say that God’s 

grace is not limited to his disposition only, nor is his grace limited to his provision for us, but God actually 

imparts his grace to our lives.  How is this impartation of grace received by us? 
 

Key Verse 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Ep. 2:8). 

 

Lesson Summary 
In terms of our salvation, what is the relationship of God’s disposition and provision of grace?  Certainly, we are not 

saved by God’s disposition alone.  Some depend solely on God’s merciful attitude toward them for their salvation, 

being presumptuous about the grace of God (Jude 9-10).  Presumptuous grace says, “I do not believe that a good 

God would send me to hell.”  Essentially, this presumption is prideful and depends not on a good God, but rather on 

self-righteousness and good works.  However, God resists such pride and gives grace to the humble (Ja. 4:6).  This 

presumption also denies the fear of the Lord and his justice and judgments: for true salvation is received through 

humbly accepting the provision of God’s grace by faith.  Faith establishes the relationship of God’s disposition and 

his provision of grace.  In other words, we are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ (Ep. 2:8).  We have 

access into God’s saving grace by faith in him (Ro. 5:1-2).  Without the acceptance of this provision by faith, God’s 

merciful disposition does not save us.  We do not gain access.  Thus, both God’s disposition and his provision are 

necessary to be saved.  Moreover, when the provision of grace is embraced by faith, grace is no longer only a 

disposition of God toward us, but a divine virtue and power working in and through us by God’s Spirit to keep and 

preserve us unto salvation (Ps. 121:1-8).  The apostle Paul explained this work of grace in his letter to the Galatians.  

The life we live by faith in Christ is the life of the Spirit (Ga. 2:20; 3:2-3, 14; 4:29; 5:5, 16, 18, 25).  Through Christ, 

we receive God’s grace by walking in the Spirit by faith (3:14; 5:24-25).  Clearly, we are saved by God’s 

disposition, provision, and impartation of grace in our lives – all of these working together and none of these 

standing alone.  From this perspective, the same grace that wills our salvation is the same grace that also provides 

our salvation.  The same grace that provides our salvation is the same grace that also works in and through our lives 

to save us and to fulfill God’s will in our lives.  Note the process:  disposition → provision → impartation.  The 

same grace that took away our sin is able to keep us from sinning (Ph. 2:13-15; Jude 20, 24-25). 

 

Scripture Study 
Grace through faith – Ep. 2:8; Ro. 5:1-2 

Kept by grace – Ps. 121:1-8; Ga. 2:20; 3:2-3, 14; 5:24-25; Ph. 2:13-15; Jude 20, 24-25 

 

Conclusion 
God mercifully imparts grace to us as we embrace his provision of grace in Christ by faith.  This work of saving 

grace is accomplished in us by his Spirit.  Paul declared, “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit” 

(Ga. 5:25).  If we live in the Spirit of grace, then we must indeed walk in harmony with the Spirit of grace.  As 

we walk in the Word and Spirit by faith, we are being saved by the grace of God. 

“Grace through Faith” 

Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith 
                Adult Bible Studies              ”Saved by Grace” 
 

Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services 
Writer: Todd D. McDonald  

 

January 24, 2016 Doctrine of Grace Student Guide 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Introduction 
One of the major obstacles in understanding God’s grace is the tendency to confine the work of grace to some specific 

time in human history.  Of course, the revelation of God’s grace in Jesus Christ is at the heart of God’s great mystery.  

Though his ultimate plan of salvation in Christ was revealed little by little throughout history, God never lacked a master 

plan nor was idle in executing it.  In today’s lesson, we will see how the grace of God was revealed and extended in 

history to those who placed their faith in God’s Word and promise. 

 

Key Verse 
“According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 

blame before him in love” (Ep. 1:4). 

 

Lesson Summary 
Some confuse the grace of God by seeing two Gods in the Bible:  a God of judgment under the law (Old Testament), and 

a God of love and mercy under grace (New Testament).  But this is a major distortion of God and his grace in the 

Scriptures.  Grace was not suddenly revealed in human history when Jesus Christ arrived on the scene.  To think the 

ministry of grace was not active until the coming of Christ is a great misconception.  Rather, Christ was the mysterious 

fulfillment of God’s revelation of grace throughout history.  In fact, the apostle Paul placed grace at the beginning of 

creation.  He explained how we were chosen in Christ even before the foundation of the world (Ep. 1:4).  Before God 

created, he predetermined to reveal his grace in those who would place their faith and trust in Jesus Christ, the Word of 

God (vv. 5-7).  For this reason, the apostle John referred to Christ as “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world” 

(Re. 13:8).  Thus, “Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Ge. 6:8).  Jesus’ sacrifice was the only one that could 

cleanse from sin (He. 10:4, 11).  Christ was God’s plan of saving grace from the very beginning.  Historically, God 

provided his grace for those who would embrace his Word of promise by faith.  In Hebrews chapter eleven, Paul 

explained “grace through faith” from this historical perspective.  He began with the creation, saying, “through faith we 

understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God” (v. 3).  He then gave the example of Abel who by faith 

“obtained witness that he was righteous” (v. 4).  Moreover, Paul demonstrated grace in Enoch who prophesied against 

wickedness and by faith “was translated that he should not see death” (He. 11:5, Jude 14-15).  We see the grace of God 

working in Abraham’s life after the flood.  By faith, Abraham followed and obeyed the Word of the Lord (He. 11:8-9).  

By faith, he received Christ “in a figure” when he obeyed and offered up Isaac, believing that God would raise him from 

the dead (vv. 17-19).  Finally, Paul demonstrated how the work of God’s grace spanned the period of the law and the 

prophets.  By faith, many Old Testament saints who were under the law were approved of God, enduring hard trials and 

temptations “that they might obtain a better resurrection” (He. 11:32-40).   

 

Scripture Study 
Grace at the foundation – Ep. 1:4-7; Re. 13:8 

Grace before the flood – He. 11:3-7, Jude 14-15 

Grace after the flood – He. 11:8-9, 17-19 

Grace throughout the law and the prophets – He. 11:32-40 

 

Conclusion 
Of course, in all periods of Old Testament history, the “great cloud of witnesses” anticipated the revelation of Jesus Christ 

in the flesh (He. 12:1).  Today, like the saints of old, we are “looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith” (He. 

12:2).  But they did so under types and shadows, and we in the full revelation of Jesus’ personal incarnation. 

“Grace throughout History” 
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