
 

 

Theme: Parables of Jesus 
Lesson: New Wine in Old Bottles  

Lesson Text: Luke 5:36-38 
February 2, 2014 

Writer: Alicia Harris 

Jesus uses the parable of new wine in old bottles to explain his purpose and reason for coming to 
Earth. This parable uses the example of an old bottle to symbolize the old religious customs under 
Judaism. The new wine symbolizes Christ and the redemption of sin through his death on the 
cross. Under the law everything was about outward works. Under the new covenant, it is an 
inward experience that takes place in the heart of the believer. Just like new wine cannot be put in 
old bottles, we cannot mix the new covenant of Christ with the old covenant of Judaism. When 
something new is put into something old, the new becomes contaminated by the old. This results 
in both of the items being contaminated. The bottle must be new and clean of anything old before 
the new wine can be poured into it.  When new wine is placed in a new bottle, they both are 
preserved!  There must be a change on the inside before there can be a relationship with Christ. 
You can’t accept Jesus Christ into your heart and still desire to keep your old ways and desires. 
All things must become new! 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Matthew 9:16-17, Mark 2:22, Luke 5:36-38, 2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that everything in his life must become new when he asks 
Jesus into his heart.  
    
Materials: a clean cup, a dirty cup, and a container of water 
 
Memory Verse: “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 

behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

 Ideas to Illuminate 
Use a dirty cup to symbolize the “old bottles” and a clean 

cup to symbolize the “new bottles.”  First, show students the dirt 
inside of the cup, and then explain that you are pouring clean 
water into the dirty cup.  Notice what happens -- show them that 
the water has also become dirty.  It is no longer new!!  Next, pour 
clean water into the clean cup.  Notice how the water remains 
clean and new when it is poured into the new, clean cup. 
  

Questions for Class Discussion 
1. What does the new wine symbolize? 
2. What do the old bottles symbolize? 
3. What would happen if something new was placed in 

something old and dirty? 

 
 

 



 

 

Theme: Parables of Jesus 
Lesson: Staying Alert and Prepared  

Lesson Text: Matthew 25:1-12 
February 9, 2014 

Writer: Alicia Harris 
 

Jesus often taught using parables.  The parable of the ten virgins explains the second coming of Jesus Christ.  This 
parable is based on the ancient Jewish wedding custom.  The bridegroom and his friends escorted the bride from her 
home to the home of the bridegroom.  Along the way friends of the bridegroom waited to welcome and join them.  
When they arrived at the bridegroom’s home, they all went inside for the wedding.  These weddings often took place at 
night which required most of the guests to carry oil lamps.  The parable states that there were five wise and five foolish 
virgins that were waiting on the bridegroom.  The five wise virgins not only had their lamps with them but they brought 
extra oil in case they had to wait a while.  While waiting for the bridegroom to come, the five foolish virgins ran out of oil.  
When the bridegroom finally arrived, they were not prepared!  Only those five that brought the extra oil were allowed to 
attend the wedding celebration.  After trying to buy more oil, the five foolish virgins returned to the wedding but it was 
too late to go inside.  Just like the five wise virgins were prepared, we must prepare ourselves spiritually for the return 
of Jesus!  We must spend time in prayer, reading our bibles, and attending church services!  Praying, reading, and 
hearing the word of God will prepare us for his return.  We do not know when he will come!!  Today could be the day of 
his return!  Are you ready? 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  Matthew 25:1-12; Luke 12:40 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that we must be ready and prepared for Jesus’ 
return. 
 
Memory Verse: “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son 

of man cometh” (Matthew 25:13). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
       Play the “I’m Going on a Trip Game.”  Students will say, “I’m going on a trip 
and with me I am bringing ______.”  They will list items they need for their trip. 
For example, the first student might say “I’m going on a trip and with me I am 
bringing water.”  Each student will in turn say the same sentence, adding an 
item to the list.  For example, the next student might add, “I’m going on a trip 
and with me I am bringing water and bread.”  Keep going and adding to the list 
until everyone has had a turn. If anyone fails to list all of the items in his turn, he 

is out of the game.  

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. Why does Jesus describe the virgins as wise and foolish? 
2. How many were foolish? How many were wise? 
3. What did the bridegroom tell the 5 foolish virgins when they asked to 

come inside the wedding celebration? 
4. What can we do to prepare ourselves for Jesus’ return? 

 



 

 

Theme: Parables of Jesus 
Lesson: The Watchful Servants  

Lesson Text: Luke 12:36-38 
February 16, 2014 

Writer: Alicia Harris 

Jesus warns us in Luke chapter 12 that we must be ready for his return. In this parable, the servant is unsure of when 
his master will return. Travel in those days gave the servants no idea of when their master would return. They did not 
have telephones, email, or text messaging to know when he was coming home. The servant had to be ready and 
watching for his master to return. It is important that we be ready for Jesus’ return. Jesus used the example of a 
watchful servant to emphasize the importance of not being caught by surprise when he returns. A watchful servant 
prepares himself daily. He doesn’t become complacent or lazy in his work. He awakens every morning as if this could 
be the day! He makes sure that everything is in place and presentable. We must spiritually be ready for Jesus’ return. 
No man knows the day or hour in which he is coming! However, we must prepare ourselves each day for his return. 
We are to be constantly watching. A watchful servant is a faithful servant. We can be faithful in our service to him by 
praying, reading, and telling others about the soon coming of Jesus.  For those who are prepared, his coming will be a 
joyous event. He will reward each person according to his work. For those who are not prepared, his coming will be 
sudden and unexpected. Be ready!! Jesus is coming. What will he find? Will he find a people that have made 
themselves ready or will he find them unprepared as if he were never returning? 
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Teacher Preparation 
 
Readings: Luke 12:36-38, 40; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Timothy 4:8; Revelation 22:12 
 
Lesson Objective: The student will learn the importance of being ready for the return of Jesus. 
 
Materials: An inflated balloon 
 

Memory Verse: “Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour that ye think not”  

(Luke 12:40). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
        Have the children stand in a circle. Take a balloon and toss it 
up in the center of the circle.  While remaining in their places, have 
the children gently hit the balloon to keep it floating in the air and 
within the circle. The person that lets the balloon hit the ground is 
out. Remind them that they must watch and be ready for the balloon 
to come their way!! 
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. What is a watchful servant? 
2. What must we do to prepare ourselves for Jesus’ return? 
3. What will our reward be if we are prepared when Jesus returns? 

 

 



 Theme: Parables 
Lesson: Jesus Is the Source of Life 

Lesson Text: John 15:1-16 
February 23, 2014 

Writer: Alicia Harris 

In John chapter 15, Jesus explains to the disciples the importance of having a relationship with him. He uses the 
example of a vine and branches. A vine is a plant with a lot of branches growing from it. The branches contain the fruit 
that is produced from the vine. Jesus said, “I am the vine and ye are the branches.” The vine provides all the nutrition 
needed for the branches to grow. The vine is the life source for the branches. Without the vine, the branches cannot 
grow or produce any fruit. Have you ever seen a branch that has fallen from tree?’ What does it look like? It is usually 
withered and dead. Can it ever bear fruit again? NO, it’s good for nothing. They are weak and useless by themselves. 
We are the same; we can do nothing without Jesus. Jesus is the one that gives us life. Jesus wants us to abide in him. 
Abide means to live in or stay in fellowship with. Just like a lamp has to stay plugged in to continue to produce light, we 
must spiritually stay plugged in to Jesus. Are you abiding in him? Are you producing fruit? If you are abiding in the vine, 
then you will begin to see fruit produced from your life. It is important that we pray and ask God to help us stay 
connected to the Jesus! 
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Teacher Preparation 
Readings:  John 15:1-16 
 
Lesson Objective:  The student will learn the importance of maintaining a relationship with Jesus                  
Christ. 
 
Materials:  A lamp or light source 
 
Memory Verse: “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 

bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). 

 Ideas to Illuminate: 
        After greeting the class, tell them you want to start your lesson by 
singing “This Little Light of Mine.”  While singing, hold up your lamp 
(unplugged). Pretend you do not know why your lamp is not shining. 
Hopefully one of the students will realize that it is not plugged in.  Plug the 
lamp in and sing the song again with the light shining.  
   
 

Questions for Class Discussion: 
1. Who does the vine represent in this parable? 
2. Who are the branches? 
3. Why is it important that we stay connected to the vine? 

 

 

 


