
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Outlines 

 

December 4 

Topic: Renewed Vision 

Texts: De. 1:21-35, 41-45; 3:21-22; Jos. 2:1-11, 23-24 

Key Verse: Jos. 2:24 

Main Point: Each generation must grasp God’s plan for 

his church and operate his plan according to his Word. 

 

December 11 
Topic: Where Is Our Focus? 

Texts: Jos. 8:1-2, 30-35; Jos. 9:1-2; Ge. 17:6-8; Ex. 3:6-

10; He. 6:12-18 

Key Verse: Jos. 8:35 

Main Point: In order to experience victory in our 

spiritual conquest, we must keep our focus on Jesus 

Christ and the Word of God. 

 

December 18 
Topic: The Faith Perspective 

Texts: 1 Jn. 5:4-5; He. 11:6; Mt. 19:26; Ph. 4:13; He. 

11:33-34; Nu. 13:30; Jos. 2:24; 21:43-45; 23:1-3; 24:1-

13 

Key Verse: Ph. 4:13 

Main Point: Victory and success in our mission and 

spiritual conquest come through our faith in the 

promises and power of God’s Word. 

 

December 25 
Topic: The Flesh Perspective 

Texts: De. 31:16-23; Judg. 2:6-15 

Key Verse: Judg. 2:12 

Main Point: In times of prosperity, people often tend 

toward self-reliance and to lose sight of their total 

dependency on the Lord.   
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 Just as the children of Israel had to cross 

over the Jordan River in order to enter into the 

Promised Land, the church must cross over every 

obstacle that comes between us and the promises 

of God.  Although Moses’ generation failed to 

enter Canaan because of unbelief, Joshua’s 

generation embraced the promises of God by faith 

and entered into the blessings and favor of God.  

Clearly, each generation must grasp God’s plan for 

his church and operate his plan according to his 

Word.  In the church, we desire to experience 

revival and growth.  But these are not automatic.  

We surely have an enemy, an opponent, who is 

dedicated to stopping us from entering into the 

promises of God.  Satan desires to distract us and 

detract us from our pursuit.  In order to experience 

victory in our spiritual conquest, we must keep our 

focus on Jesus Christ and the Word of God. 
 In our spiritual conquest, we can have either 

the faith perspective or the flesh perspective.  The 

faith perspective focuses on God and his mighty 

power.  It centers on a continual reliance on the Lord 

for the success of our mission.  From this 

perspective, we recognize that our help necessarily 

comes from the Lord.  Thus, we fear the Lord and 

trust in his Word.  On the contrary, the flesh 

perspective follows after fleshly and human desires.  

The will of man takes priority over the will of God.  

Particularly, in times of prosperity, man tends toward 

self-reliance and to lose sight of his total dependency 

on the Lord.  This was the pattern of Israel in the 

book of Judges, after they entered into the Promised 

Land.  Today, the church should be careful to guard 

against this flesh perspective and seek to maintain a 

healthy reliance on God and his Word, in order to 

experience revival and growth in the church. 

To receive your free monthly email subscription to Faith-N-Focus curriculum, please send your request to 
sundayschoolservices@zionassemblychurchofgod.com.  In addition to the Adult Bible Studies, you will 
also receive Faith-N-Focus for Teens and for Young Disciples.  For more information about Zion 
Assembly Church of God, please visit our website at www.zionassemblychurchofgod.com. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
We desire to see Zion Assembly congregations established throughout the world, in every nation, and among all people.  

The population of the world is vast; the multitudes of unsaved people that need to be reached are innumerable.  To plant 

churches in all of the major cities alone will be a massive undertaking.  This challenge is similar to what the children of 

Israel experienced on the east side of the Jordan.  No doubt, they were challenged by the demands and implications of the 

conquest of Canaan.  Nevertheless, the Lord was with them; God was ready to bring them into the Promised Land.  Were 

they ready? 

 

Key Verse 
“And they said unto Joshua, Truly the Lord hath delivered into our hands all the land; for even all the inhabitants of 

the country do faint because of us” (Jos. 2:24). 

 

Lesson Summary 
In Deuteronomy 1:21-35, Moses reminded the Israelites of the cause of their wilderness wanderings.  Because they feared 

man, rather than God, they doubted the promises of God and became disobedient and rebellious (vv. 26, 29, 32).  Their 

rebellion against the Word of God produced complacency among them.  Complacency is a deadly spiritual disease among 

the people of God.  The Israelites flatly refused to go up and take possession of Canaan.  Only after God’s stern rebuke 

and judgment were they willing to obey.  Nevertheless God’s decision was final (De. 1:41-45).  Because of their sin and 

disobedience, they literally wasted forty irretrievable years.  Because they rebelled against the commandment of the Lord, 

that generation miserably failed to enter into the Promised Land.  Thus, they fell short of fulfilling God’s plan through 

them.  However, their unbelief did not change God’s ultimate plan.  In fact, their failures only delayed the inevitable 

fulfillment of God’s plan for Israel.  He would indeed accomplish his will, but it would come through a completely new 

generation – a people willing to embrace a renewed sense of God’s purpose.  The conquest of Canaan would come 

through a people with a renewed vision.  Once again, after forty long years, Joshua and a brand new Israel stood before 

the Jordan River (Jos. 5:6).  While crossing over into Canaan was not a new idea, their vision was fresh and new.  Now 

they were ready and prepared to move forward with a new impetus in their conquest (De. 3:21-22; Jos. 2:1-11, 23-24).  

This renewed vision consisted of: 1) grasping God’s original plan for Israel’s conquest, and 2) a willingness to carry out 

his plan in Canaan according to his Word.  Crossing over into Canaan meant embracing God’s Word and will for his 

people – that which the Lord intended for them all along.  God’s Word does not change (Mal. 3:6; He. 13:8; Mt. 24:35; 

Tit. 1:2).  If one generation fails to embrace the promises of God, the Lord will raise up a new generation who will believe 

and obey his Word.  Thus, our conquest today depends on: 1) grasping God’s original plan for the church and her mission 

in these last days, and 2) our willingness to operate his plan according to his Word.   

 

Scripture Study 
Rebellion and complacency – De. 1:21-35   

Renewed vision – De. 3:21-22; Jos. 2:1-11, 23-24 

 

Conclusion 
From the perspective of God’s unchanging Word, we understand and appreciate the prophetic nature of God’s church.  

Regardless of present circumstances, God has already determined the outcome of his church in his written Word.  We 

should not doubt the Word of God.  His church will accomplish her mission in the world, and she will be perfected for his 

coming.  At the last trump, Christ will rapture his glorious church – a people who will have fulfilled all that is written in 

God’s Word concerning them (Ep. 5:27; 1 Th. 4:16). 
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Introduction 
Because of their unbelief and disobedience, Israel wandered in the wilderness for forty years.  What went wrong?  

How could they have experienced such dynamic miracles and wonders throughout their deliverance from Egypt, yet 

turn so quickly and miserably fail the Lord?  In today’s lesson, we will see that our spiritual focus is critical to our 

success in the church’s spiritual conquest. 

 

Key Verse 
“There was not a word of all that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not before all the congregation of Israel, 

with the women, and the little ones, and the strangers that were conversant among them” (Jos. 8:35). 

 

Lesson Summary 
Through Israel’s experience of crossing over into Canaan, we can see an illustration between failure and success in the 

conquest of the church.  The children of Israel were camped on the east side of the Jordan River.  God was calling them to 

arise and cross over.  The immense and challenging conquest was awaiting them on the west side of the river.  Basically, 

the conquest of Canaan consisted of three main factors: 1) the army of Israel, 2) God and his promises, and 3) the 

challenge of the conquest itself.  “And the Lord said unto Joshua, Fear not, neither be thou dismayed: take all the people 

of war with thee, and arise, go up to Ai: see, I have given into thy hand the king of Ai, and his people, and his city, and his 

land” (Jos. 8:1).  In other words, in crossing over into Canaan, the children of Israel were pulled between two influences: 

God and the challenge.  Which one would captivate their focus?  Would they focus on God and his promises, or would 

they become preoccupied with the challenge and obstacles of their conquest?  The generation under Moses chose to focus 

on the challenge and problems in the conquest (Nu. 13:31).  They became doubtful and disobedient.  But Joshua’s 

generation chose to keep their focus in the right direction.  The Lord promised to give them victory upon victory: “And 

thou shalt do to Ai and her king as thou didst unto Jericho and her king” (8:2).  Certainly, with the great opposition before 

them, they easily could have allowed the challenge of their enemies to overwhelm them (Jos. 9:1-2).  Nevertheless, they 

focused their attention on the Lord and the Word of God (Jos. 8:30-35).  With their forty-year history of rebellion and 

disobedience, how was it possible for the children of Israel to have another opportunity to fulfill God’s will?  God’s plan 

for his people does not depend on the weaknesses of humanity, but rather on the power and immutability of his Word (Ge. 

17:6-8; Ex. 3:6-10; He. 6:12-18).  Although one generation may fail the Lord, his unchanging Word never fails!  All God 

needs is for his people to repent and once again believe in him.  For Israel, crossing over the Jordan and entering into the 

Promised Land meant a fresh start – a brand new beginning with a right focus on the Word of God.  Through repentance 

and faith, every generation has an opportunity to move forward in obedience to God’s Word and experience the unfolding 

of his eternal plan of salvation. 

   

Scripture Study 
Keeping the right focus – Jos. 8:1-2, 30-35; Jos. 9:1-2 

The unchanging Word of God – Ge. 17:6-8; Ex. 3:6-10; He. 6:12-18 

 

Conclusion 
In order to experience victory in our spiritual conquest, we must keep our focus on Jesus Christ.  The enemy will 

surely attempt to distract us from the Word of God.  Therefore, as we face temptations and oppositions in the fight 

against the enemy of our souls, we must diligently turn our attention to the promises of God’s love, grace, and Holy 

Ghost power which are revealed in his written Word. 

“Where Is Our Focus?” 
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Introduction 
How important is faith to the mission and ministry of the church?  How essential is faith in our spiritual conquest?  Faith 

in Jesus Christ and the Word of God is the bedrock and foundation of the church.  The apostle John declared, “For 

whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  Who 

is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God” (1 Jn. 5:4-5).  In today’s lesson, we 

will see how the children of Israel entered into the Promised Land and overcame their enemies by faith.  Maintaining a 

perspective of faith will bring success in the mission of the church today. 

 

Key Verse 
“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Ph. 4:13). 

 

Lesson Summary 
The faith perspective in our conquest focuses on God and the goal of completion and perfection that he has predetermined 

for his church.  Instead of yielding to discouragement, this perspective diligently pursues all of the promises which God 

has spoken for his people by his Word: “But without faith, it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh to God must 

believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (He. 11:6).  This perspective does not 

diminish the challenges of our mission, nor does it ignore the opposition of our enemy, but rather emphasizes the authority 

and power of God’s Word.  It positions God’s Word between us and our challenges – between us and our enemy.  In this 

way, when we look at the problems and challenges that confront us, we first see God’s Word.  In other words, we see our 

conquest through the lens of faith in God’s Word.  In his Word, he has already provided for our victory and success.  

What does God’s Word say about impossible situations?  “With God all things are possible” (Mt. 19:26).  Faith says, “I 

can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Ph. 4:13).  The writer of Hebrews described the faith 

perspective, saying, “Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the 

mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed 

valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of aliens” (He. 11:33-34).  The faith perspective moves forward, 

proclaiming, “Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it” (Nu. 13:30).  The children of faith 

believe “the Lord has delivered into our hands all the land” (Jos. 2:24).  Faith is full of optimism for all that God will do 

for us and through us.  We see the results of faith in the fulfillment of Israel’s conquest (Jos. 21:43-45), when Joshua’s life 

and ministry came to a conclusion (Jos. 23:1-3).  Joshua rehearsed the past victories that the Lord gave to them, beginning 

with their deliverance from Egypt and ending with their conquest of Canaan (24:1-13).  In all of their victories, one point 

is self-evident: God fought for them (23:3).  The Lord said: “I plagued Egypt” (24:5); “I brought you out” (v. 5); “I 

brought you into the land” (v. 8); “I destroyed them” (v. 8); “I delivered you out” (v. 10); “I delivered them into your 

hand” (v. 11); “I sent the hornet” (v. 12); and “I have given you a land” (v. 13).  Faith in God’s power enabled them to 

cross over the Jordan River, enter into the Promised Land, and fight their enemies.  Their victories were the result of their 

faith in God. 

   

Scripture Study 
The lens of faith – 1 Jn. 5:4-5; He. 11:6; Mt. 19:26; Ph. 4:13; He. 11:33-34; Nu. 13:30; Jos. 2:24 

Victory by faith – Jos. 21:43-45; 23:1-3; 24:1-13  

 

Conclusion 
From the faith perspective, God is the focus of our lives.  Victory and success in our mission and spiritual 

conquest come through our faith in the promises and power of God’s Word. 

“The Faith Perspective” 
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Introduction 
By faith, the children of Israel crossed over the Jordan River and entered into the promises of God.  By faith, 

they fought and prevailed over their enemies, receiving their inheritance.  Nevertheless, they later became self-

sufficient.  In today’s lesson, we will examine the flesh perspective and its effects on our mission and spiritual 

conquest. 

 

Key Verse 
“And they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed 

others gods, of the gods of the people that were round about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and 

provoked the Lord to anger” (Judg. 2:12). 

 

Lesson Summary 
When Joshua was commissioned to lead the people into the Promised Land, the Lord told Moses, “Behold, thou shalt 

sleep with thy fathers; and this people will rise up, and go a-whoring after the gods of the strangers of the land, whither 

they go to be among them, and will forsake me, and break my covenant which I have made with them” (De. 31:16).  At 

this same time, the Lord assured Joshua, “Be strong and of a good courage: for thou shalt bring the children of Israel into 

the land which I sware unto them: and I will be with thee” (v. 23).  Thus, the promise of victory for God’s people was 

bitter-sweet.  Indeed, they would possess Canaan, yet eventually fall away from the promises of God.  How would this 

happen to them?  Under Joshua’s leadership, the children of Israel victoriously took the land of Canaan because they had a 

faith perspective, believing that God was able to fulfill his Word and promises.  In the heat of the conquest when times 

were difficult, they needed the Lord’s help and depended on him to fight their battles.  Later, however, after having 

entered into the promises of God and tasted the prosperity of the land, they forgot the Lord (De. 31:20).  When Joshua and 

his generation passed, the children of Israel fell away from their steadfastness in God.  A new generation arose which did 

not know the Lord and had not witnessed his mighty works (Judg. 2:6-10).  Bottom line: Instead of keeping their focus on 

the Word of God by faith, their prosperity caused them to become self-sufficient and self-reliant, thinking they no longer 

needed the Lord’s help.  This flesh perspective ultimately turned the children of Israel away from the Lord to find their 

dependency on false gods.  “And they forsook the Lord, and served Baal and Ashtaroth” (v. 13).  In backsliding and 

turning from the Lord, they found themselves oppressed by their enemies and failed to experience the victory that God 

intended for them.  In the past, the Lord fought their battles and gave them great victories.  However, without the favor of 

the Lord, they had no defense.  Because “the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel . . . they could not any longer stand 

before their enemies . . . and they were greatly distressed” (vv. 14-15). 

 

Scripture Study 
A falling away – De. 31:16-23 

Serving other gods – Judg. 2:6-13 

Experiencing defeat – Judg. 2:14-15 

 

Conclusion 
In times of prosperity, people often tend toward self-reliance and lose sight of their total dependency on the 

Lord.  This flesh perspective is a falling away that ends in utter defeat.  As saints of God, we must resist this 

temptation, always finding our help, strength, and victory in Jesus Christ. 
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