
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 The Mission of the Church 
  “The Ministry of the Body” – August 4, 2013  

Introduction to lesson  

Think about the complex human body.  It has many parts, and 
each part has a special function.  Every member of the physical 
body is important to us.  We do not want to lose any part – right?  
Each member is necessary to make a whole, complete body.  
While some members of the human body may seem less 
important than others, none of us is eager to damage any part of 
his body.  Why is this?  Each member of the body belongs to the 
whole body and is valuable for this very reason.  When a body 
part is damaged or missing (for example, a finger or even a finger 
nail), the body’s ability to function is hindered to a degree.  In 
today’s lesson, the apostle Paul used this example of the human 
body to show the importance of every member of the body of 
Christ, the church.  Each member of the church is valuable to the 
mission of the whole church. 

 

 How has God arranged the members (parts) of your body? (v. 
18) 

 What would happen to your body if you consisted of only one 
body part (member)? (v. 19) 

 Although our bodies have many members (many working 
parts), how does it function? (v. 20) 

 Is any one member of the body sufficient on its own?  Is one 
part of the body more important than others?  How do our body parts 
support each other?  Give examples. (v. 21) 

 Are the feeble, weak parts of our bodies necessary?  Give an 
example.  (v. 22) 

 Each one of us have “less honorable” and “uncomely” members 
in his body.  Would you rather have an inferior member or would 
you prefer to have a missing member of the body?  What do we tend 
to do about the weaker, more inferior parts of our bodies? (vv. 23-
24). 

 Because every part of the body is important to the whole body, 
what should the rest of the body do when one member suffers?  
When one member is honored? (vv. 25-26) 

Think about it:    The church is made up of many members, 
just like the human body.  All of its members are important to the 
whole church.  Like the human body, each member of the church 
has a special part to play in the mission of the church.  No one 
member can do it all, and each member is necessary.  Therefore, 
in the church, there is a work for every willing worker.  God has 
made each one of us to do his special part in the mission. 

Key Verse: “Nay, much more those members of the 
body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary”  
(1 Corinthians 12:22). 

Lesson – A Work for Every Willing Worker 
Scriptures – 1 Corinthians 12:18-27  
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Questions to Discuss: 
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 The Mission of the Church 
  “The Ministry of the Body” – August 11, 2013  

Introduction to lesson  

Have you ever tried to do a task without the proper tools?  
An easy job can become challenging, and a difficult job can 
become frustrating when you lack the right tools.  Of 
course, tools are designed to be used in specific ways.  The 
job is even harder, if not impossible, when you really do not 
know what you are doing.  For any task, having the right 
tools and knowing how to use them are essential to success 
in the work.  In other words, being equipped to do the work 
is necessary for success.  God has provided a way for us to 
be equipped for the mission of the church.  Are you 
equipped for the mission? 

 

 What has Timothy known since his childhood? (v. 15) 
 What was the apostle Paul encouraging Timothy to do? 

(v. 14) 
 Why can Timothy be more certain of what he knows? (v. 

14; 2 Ti. 1:5, 13; 2:2; 3:10) 
 What three things will the Holy Scriptures do for us? (v. 

15) 
 Although men were the physical instruments who wrote 

down the words of God, who actually gave us (inspired) the 
Holy Scriptures, the Bible? (v. 16) 

 Name four ways that the Bible is profitable for us? (v. 16) 
 What impact do the Scriptures have on us? (v. 17) 
 What do the Scriptures equip us to do? (v. 17) 

Think about it:    The Bible (the Holy Scriptures) is the main 
tool of our faith.  We need to know everything about our tool 
and we need to know how to use this tool skillfully (2 Timothy 
2:15).  Studying and memorizing the Scriptures is essential to 
knowing the Word of God.  We need to know what the Bible 
says, but we also need to know what it means.  Also, we need 
to know how to apply the Scriptures to our lives.  Of course, 
all of this takes effort.  It does not happen automatically, and it 
does not happen overnight.  We must get in God’s Word, 
praying for the guidance of the Holy Ghost, learning more and 
more about Jesus Christ and our relationship with him.  In this 
way, we will be better equipped to do the work of our mission 
in the world. 

Key Verse: “That the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 
3:17). 

Lesson – Equipped to Do the Work 
Scriptures – 2 Timothy 3:14-17  
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 The Mission of the Church 
  “The Ministry of the Body” – August 18, 2013  

Introduction to lesson  

The human body is a wonderful creation of God (Ps. 139:14).  
We have so many parts, each with specific functions.  Isn’t it 
amazing how all of the parts work together?  When a person 
physically works, the members of the body cooperate to 
accomplish a task.  We call this coordination.  However, what 
if the hand began trying to function like the nose?  What if the 
elbow thought it could see?  Such confusion would render the 
body incapable of performing even the simplest task.  In 
today’s lesson, we will see that each member of the body of 
Christ, the church, should work (or function), according to 
one’s individual gifts and abilities.  Each one should use what 
God has given to him for the benefit of the whole church. 

 

 Read Matthew 25:14 – 19.  In the parable, who is 
represented by the man who left on a journey and later 
returned? 

 When the Lord calls us to serve him, what does he give 
us?  What do the talents (or money) represent? (vv. 14-15) 

 Do you believe Jesus would call you to do anything that 
you were incapable of doing? 

 When the Lord gives us gifts and abilities, does he give 
everyone the same abilities or even the same amount of 
talents? (v. 15) 

 What should we do with our talents and abilities? (vv. 
16-17) 

 Did burying his talent benefit the servant or his lord?  
(v. 18) 

 When Jesus comes again, what will he expect from us? 
(v. 19) 

Think about it :   God does not give all of us the same gifts 
and abilities, but he does expect every member to use what has 
been given to him.  Think about it this way.  As a baby matures 
and grows, he discovers the parts of his own body and eventually 
understands how these function and how to use them skillfully.  
So it is in the church.  You have a special place in the body of 
Christ.  Seek to grow in the Lord and to understand the abilities 
and gifts that the Lord has given to you.  Then work according to 
your abilities to benefit the church and its mission in the world. 

Key Verse: “And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, 
and to another one; to every man according to his several 
ability; and straightway took his journey” (Matthew 25:15). 

Lesson – Work According to One’s Abilities 
Scriptures – Matthew 25:14-19  

F o r  yo u r  f r e e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  
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 The Mission of the Church 
  “The Ministry of the Body” August 25, 2013  

Introduction to lesson  

Are you giving your very best to God?  It’s possible to know how 
to do a good job and even to use our abilities to do a work, yet 
only to give half an effort.  An old saying goes, “Good, better, 
best: don’t rest, until your good is better, and your better is best.”  
In other words, in anything we do, we need to work at being our 
best.  Why do anything less?  Why be anything less than your 
best?  We especially should strive to give our all in the work of 
the Lord.  Jesus taught us, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind” 
(Matthew 22:37).  Love is much more than a feeling; it is 
affection in action.  If we love God, let’s show him by giving our 
best to him. 

 

 When the lord of the servants returned (that is, the coming of 
Jesus), what did he do? (v. 19) 

 Did the first servant use his talents wisely?  How do you know? 
(v. 20) 

 What was the response of his lord?  What did he promise to do 
for his servant? (v. 21) 

  What is the difference between the first and second servant?  
Did the lord make any distinction between them?   

 Based on this parable, does the Lord give us all the same 
amount of gifts and abilities? 

 Was the servant with two talents any less faithful than the 
servant with five?  Why? (vv. 22-23) 

 What did the servant with one talent do and why? (vv. 24-25) 
 Was this what his lord wanted?  Was this the purpose of being 

given a talent? (v. 26) 
 We should not be afraid to attempt great things for God.  How 

do you think fear affects people in using their gifts and abilities? 
 At the very least, what should the servant have done with his 

one talent? (v. 27) 
 The last servant should have done something with his talent, but 

instead, he did nothing at all.  In the end, what did the lord do about 
this unfaithful servant? (vv. 28-30) 

Think about it :   Let’s not be half-hearted in the work of the 
Lord.  When we give our all, we are patterning ourselves after Jesus 
Christ.  He gave his very best at all times, even down to giving his 
life for us.  Let’s work in the mission of the church giving all we can 
give, doing all we can do, and being all we can be for Christ and for 
his church, until Jesus comes again. 

Key Verse: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind” (Matthew 22:37). 

Lesson – Work to the Best of Your Ability 
Scriptures – Matthew 25:19-30  
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